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An inclusive and representative Statistical Commission to leave no
one behind

The Statistical Commission recommends to the Economic and Social Council
the adoption of the following draft resolution:

An inclusive and representative Statistical Commission to leave no one behind
The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolution 1566 (L) of 3 May 1971, in which the Council
recognized the importance of the coordination function of the Statistical Commission
and the need to achieve an integrated system in the collection, processing and
dissemination of international statistics, and the interest of the Statistical Commission
and the Statistical Office! in matters related to the use of computers in the United
Nations system, and requested the Secretary-General to undertake, in cooperation
with the specialized agencies, concerted action to assist the developing countries in
strengthening their statistical systems,

Recalling also its resolution 2006/6 of 24 July 2006, in which it encouraged the
strengthening of statistical capacity of the relevant international agencies and
recognizing the collaboration of the United Nations system, including the Statistics
Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the Secretariat and the
regional commissions and international agencies, to support national efforts in
building and strengthening national statistical capacity, in particular of developing
countries,

Recalling further its resolution 2020/5 of 18 June 2020, in which it recognized
the need to strengthen coordination of the statistical programmes in the United
Nations system, and the request to the Committee of the Chief Statisticians of the
United Nations System to more effectively strengthen coordination of statistical

! Subsequently renamed the Statistics Division.
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programmes within the United Nations system, guided by and in support of the work
of the Statistical Commission,

Reaffirming, as stated in its resolution 2022/3 of 8 June 2022, the Statistical
Commission as the primary body for the coordination of the global statistical
programmes in general and of the United Nations statistical and data-related system,

Recognizing the need for the United Nations statistical and data-related system,
with a view to stressing that the work in the field of statistics and data is adaptive to
the changing statistical and data ecosystem, to report on work on statistics and data
within all domains to the Statistical Commission, to enable the Commission to fulfil
its function as the primary body at the global level responsible for the management
of statistical information and governance of statistics and data,

Emphasizing the need for technological innovations to systematically
modernize statistical offices and national statistical and data systems and to promote
practices for the generation of information aligned with principles that ensure, inter
alia, coherence, comparability, data privacy and confidentiality, and the importance
of building partnerships,

Noting that the Statistical Commission is expected to play the role as the apex
forum for discussions, knowledge exchange and sharing of best practices on statistics
and data across all domains, to develop and maintain international statistical standards
and norms, tools and methodologies, to support and bolster the development of
sustainable national statistical systems, to develop and build the capacity of national
systems, to advocate for the professional community of official statistics, and to
ensure continued innovations to adapt to the changing statistical and data system,

Taking note of the expanding scope of national statistical systems, in which chief
statisticians are frequently asked to serve as data stewards for data ecosystems in
general,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled
“Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, in which
it was agreed to intensify the efforts to strengthen statistical capacities of national
statistical offices and data systems in developing countries, particularly African
countries, least developed countries, landlocked developing countries, small island
developing States and middle-income countries, to ensure access to high-quality,
timely, reliable, disaggregated data and the commitment was made to developing
broader measures of progress to complement gross domestic product,

Noting that, in its resolution 70/1, the General Assembly decided that the
Sustainable Development Goals and targets would be followed up and reviewed using
a set of global indicators developed by the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on
Sustainable Development Goal Indicators,

Taking note of General Assembly resolution 71/313 of 6 July 2017, in which the
Assembly adopted a global framework of indicators, developed by the Statistical
Commission, to monitor progress, inform policy and ensure accountability of all
stakeholders as the follow-up and review mechanism for the implementation of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 68/261 of 29 January 2014, by which
the Assembly endorsed the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics and in which
the Assembly stressed that, in order to be effective, the fundamental values and
principles that govern statistical work have to be guaranteed by legal and institutional
frameworks and be respected at all political levels and by all stakeholders in national
statistical systems,
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Recognizing that an enlargement of the membership of the Statistical
Commission will bring wider representation and inclusivity,

1.  Recognizes the value of official statistics, which constitute a foundation
for fact-based decision-making;

2. Acknowledges that data is increasingly available and can be used to
measure progress and implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;?

3. Also acknowledges that high-quality, timely and reliable data and
statistics, in conjunction with other data sources and innovative methods, such as new
and emerging technologies, can create added value and benefits for society;

4. Underlines that the Statistical Commission is a body in which the heads of
national data and statistical systems meet to discuss and agree on technical aspects of
their data and statistical systems;

5. Welcomes the essential role that the Statistical Commission plays in
coordinating the development of international standards, methods and guidelines on
data and statistics which are widely accepted, including by Member States, the United
Nations funds and programmes, the specialized agencies, the Secretariat, including the
regional commissions, as well as the Bretton Woods institutions and international
organizations;

6.  Affirms that the Statistical Commission should seek to promote the active
participation of all Member States and relevant stakeholders, including international
organizations, the private sector, academia and civil society, in discussions on issues
related to data and statistics;

7.  Recognizes the need to enlarge the membership of the Statistical
Commission for enhanced inclusivity;

8.  Decides to increase the number of members of the Statistical Commission
from 24 to 54 members, to be elected by the Economic and Social Council on the
basis of equitable geographical distribution;

9.  Also decides that the enlargement shall take effect progressively, in three
steps, from the beginning of the fifty-seventh session of the Statistical Commission,
in 2026, until the fifty-ninth session, in 2028;

10.  Further decides that the enlargement shall take effect according to the
following pattern of membership in the Statistical Commission:

(a) 8 members from African States, 6 members from Asia-Pacific States,
6 members from Latin American and Caribbean States, 5 members from Eastern
European States and 9 members from Western European and other States at the fifty-
seventh session, in 2026;

(b) 11 members from African States, 9 members from Asia-Pacific States,
8 members from Latin American and Caribbean States, 5 members from Eastern
European States and 11 members from Western European and other States at the fifty-
eighth session, in 2027;

(c) 14 members from African States, 11 members from Asia-Pacific States,
10 members from Latin American and Caribbean States, 6 members from Eastern
European States and 13 members from Western European and other States at the fifty-
ninth session, in 2028;

11. Requests that the Bureau of the Statistical Commission review, assess and
report on the progress towards the achievement of the objectives of the present

2 General Assembly resolution 70/1.
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resolution at the fifty-eighth session, including by making recommendations in this
regard, while preserving the technical nature of the Commission,;

12. Notes that the Bureau will continue to consist of one representative from
among States members of the Statistical Commission from each of the five regional
groups;

13.  Calls upon members of the Statistical Commission to play an active role,
sharing knowledge with the global community and acting as advocates for data and
statistics;

14.  Welcomes that the Statistical Commission will play a central coordinating
role in the global data and statistics system in order to promote comparability,
harmonization and cooperation between Member States and relevant stakeholders
with the aim of making data and statistics reliable and accessible for the good of
society.
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