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Evolution of the agenda of the General Assembly

Introduction

1. Inits resolution 77/335 on 1 September 2023, the General Assembly, inter alia,
recalled the analysis of the agenda of the Assembly published as an outcome of
resolution 58/126, and requested the Secretariat to prepare a conference room paper
during the seventy-eighth session outlining the evolution of the agenda of the
Assembly to facilitate deliberations on the further biennalization, triennalization,
clustering and elimination of items or on their labelling as items that remain on the
agenda for consideration upon notification in accordance with paragraph 4 (b) of the
annex to resolution 58/316 of 1 July 2004, for the consideration of Member States
(para. 34 (a)). The present document has been developed in response to this request.
Information on agenda can be found in documents A/xx/251 (agenda), A/xx/252
(allocation) and A/xx/100 and A/xx/100/Add.1 (annotation), with the session
number replacing “xx” in the document symbol.

2.  The annex to the present document lists agenda items and sub-items according
to the allocation, staring with ones considered directly at the plenary and followed
by ones allocated to each of the Main Committees. Items and sub-items that are
allocated to multiple bodies are listed where the main proposals are made.

3. Owing to the nature of the provision of resolution 77/335, the annex covers all
items and sub-items that remain mandated for the seventy-eighth and/or future
sessions, as long as the outcomes of their consideration are available from past (i.e.,
seventy-seventh or earlier) sessions, except those on:

— Organizational matters, namely, agenda items 1 through 8;
— Elections and appointments; and

— “Admission of new Members to the United Nations” and “Use of the veto”,
which are meant to be considered only when a certain situation arises.

4.  Also owing to the nature of the provision of resolution 77/335, the numbers in
the “# of resolutions and decisions” column in the annex do not include a decision
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to merely take note of a report of a Main Committee or defer consideration to a
future session and/or include the (sub-)item in the agenda of a future session.

Observations

5. It is hoped that the factual information provided in the present document will
facilitate deliberations on the further biennalization, triennalization, clustering and
elimination of items or on their labelling as items that remain on the agenda for
consideration upon notification in accordance with paragraph 4 (b) of the annex to
resolution 58/316, pursuant to the provision of resolution 77/335. For example, the
items and sub-items of the following nature may be of interest:

— Either an old document or “None” is shown in the column entitled “Last
resolutions or decisions if the ‘# of resolutions and decisions’ column shows

zero”.!

— The number in the “# of delegations speaking in debate” column under “Last
session on the agenda” is zero.?

6. The numbers in the “Frequency (every X years)” column may aid deliberations
on the further biennalization, triennalization, clustering and elimination of items.

7. Items that remain on the agenda for consideration upon notification in
accordance with paragraph 4 (b) of the annex to resolution 58/316° are identified as
such under the plenary. Additionally, the item entitled “The situation in Central
America: progress in fashioning a region of peace, freedom, democracy and
development” remains on the agenda for consideration upon notification by a
Member State, pursuant to decision 60/508 of 31 October 2005.

1

N}

w

When “None” is shown in this column, the “Comments” column indicates at which session the item
or the sub-item was first included in the agenda.

The numbers in the “# of delegations speaking in debate” column are taken from the most recent
session where the chapeau item was on the agenda, even if some of its sub-items have different
frequency.

This paragraph reads as follows: The items entitled “Question of Cyprus”, “Armed aggression
against the Democratic Republic of the Congo”, “Question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas)”,
“The situation of democracy and human rights in Haiti”, “Armed Israeli aggression against the
Iragi nuclear installations and its grave consequences for the established international system
concerning the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and
international peace and security”, “Consequences of the lragi occupation of and aggression
against Kuwait”, and “Declaration of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the
Organization of African Unity on the aerial and naval military attack against the Socialist
People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya by the present United States Administration in April 1986~
shall remain on the agenda for consideration upon notification by a Member State.

Effective the sixty-third session, the General Assembly stopped including the last item listed
above at the request of its sponsor (see A/BUR/63/SR.1, paras. 18-19).
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