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Summary 

The Family Li fe Project in the Social Science Research Center, University of 

Puerto Rico , 1s a field study of the social and economic factors affecting fertility 

in families of limited income and education. The staff has consisted of Reuben Hill 

of the University of North Carolina, J . Mayone Stycos and Kurt Back of the Social 

Science Research Center, research assistants, and two interview staffs : one of six 

in 1 951-1952 and one of about fif teen in 1953- 54. The study has been desi gned to 

answer these questions: why do families of the low income classes with expressed 

ideal s of few childr en nevertheless have a great rr.any chil dre~? Wha t ar e the 

i mplications for public pclicy in a dense , rapidly i ncr easing population with scarce 

economic resources? The Social Sc ience Research Center has provided mor e than hal f 

the c ost and facil i ty for the resear oh, but indispensable help has come from the 

Population Council of New York, the Puerto Rico Department of Health, a r.d the 

School of Medic ine of the University of Puerto Rico . Two samples have been used : 

? 5 f amilies to find hypotheses about fertility and 900 f a milies to verify, quantify, 

and r evise these hypotheses - The larger sample was taken from lists of patients 

using free public health services, which was a great economy of time and money in 

the r esearch. Interviewers were university graduates who r eceived two weeks 

traini ng to provide necessary motivation and skill fo r the work. 

• General distri bution of this document 1s limited to the introductory ::::umoary. 

Participant s who have been invited to take part in the meeting r eferred t o 

above will recei va a 1so the full text of the paper . Other participants in the 

Conference will receive the full text upon request . 

Pour la traduction franqaise voir au verso . 
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Enquete sociologique sur la fecondite a Porto Rico 

par Millard Hansen (Porto Rico) 

Resume. L'Institut des sciences sociales de 1 1Universite de Porto Rico a 
entrepris, sous le nom de Family Life Project, une enquete portant sur l'influence 
des facteurs economiques et sociaux. sur la fecondite dans les familles a faible 
revenu et a faible niveau d'instruction, Cette enqu@te a eta confiee a 
n. Reuben Hill de l 'Univers.ite de la Caroline du Nord et a MM, Mayone Stycos 
et Kurt Back de l'Institut de s sci ences sociales, assistants de recherches; 
deux equipes, l'une de 6 et l'autre d'environ 15 personnes ont ete chargees1 
respectivement, des interrogatoires en 1951-1952 et en 1953-1954, L'objet de 
cette etude etait d ' obtenir des reponses aux questions suivantes • Pourquoi les 
familles des classes a faible revenu, dont l'ideal avoue est d'avoir peu d'enfants, 
en ont-elles neanmoins un grand nombre? Quelles en sont les consequences pour 
les pouvoirs publics lorsqu ' il s 'agit d ' une populati on dense qui augmente 
rapidement et dont les ressources economiques sont insuffisantes? L'Institut 
des sciences sociales a fourni plus de la moitie des fonds ainsi que les 
facilites necessaires pour ces recherches; il a beneficie d 'un appui indis­
pensable de la part du Population Council de New-York, du Departement de la 
snnte publique de Porto Rico et de l'Ecole de medecine de l'Universite de 
Porto Rico, Deux echantillons ont ete utilises; le premier, de 75 familles, 
pour etablir des hypotheses sur la fecondite et l e second, de 900 familles , 
pour verifier, chiffrer et reviser ces hypotheses. Ce deuxieme echantillon 
a ete prel eve d ' apres les listes des patients beneficil3.llt des services medicaux 
gratuits, · ce qui a represente une economie et un gain de temps considerables, 
Les enqueteurs etaient de formation universitaire; ils ont suivi un stage de 
2 semaines leur permettant de se familiariser avec l'objet de l'etude et les 
techniques devant ~tre utilisees, 

Seule la presente analyse d 1i ntroduction fait 1 1objet d'une distribution 
generale. Les participants qui ont ete invites a assister a la seance 
mentionnee ci-dessus recevront en outre le texte integral du document, 
Les autres participants au Congres recevront le texte integral sur l eur 
demande . 
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A SOCIOLOGICAL FIELD STUDY OF FSRTILITY IN PL--:SRTO RICO 

by ~illard Hansen 
Director , Sooial Science Research Conter 

University of Puerto Rico 

'1h<3 Social Science Research C.:mt:)r o.f the Coll,ige of Socia.l Scien..::cz v~.blished 

the Faniiy I.iJ'o Pr lij ect in 1951 tc s~dy tr.cse factorn in fa.miljes of low inc:·,r,,e 

and education which influeni::a fertility iud its contrcl . Profo~ i:or keuber. Bill of 

the Institute .fbr Res:~~rch in Social Science. Univers i ty of North C,1rolino., is tho 

director of the project ' s foi.r ;')"l:!ar r esee..rd: operation. Resic.cnt one y'.:lar in Puerto 

Rico, his supcrvisifm in other year s was by frequent. visits and corr espondoncc. . H1:1 

ba:; ha~ the prfo.ci pal responsibility for design. staff selection, 3nd the suporiiision 

of the :-,ark. 

Other princina1 rr.em1;~rs of _the staf'f. are J . Mayone St ycos , Kurt Baci--:, D:H1 id 

LD.ndy. ~nd :v10.ry Styco3. J . Mi.yome Stycos, Ph. D. Colunbia Uni versity. c1,"Tle to the 

9rojo~t in 1951 frhn the Bur~au of Appliec Sod9.l Resear ch, Colun:bia., and ear lier was 

an in~;'Jnievr tu~orvi::: or in Puerto Rico :for tho population stt:dy by Paul '!-Iatt . Kurt 

B<tck, Ph . D. Columbia l·niversi ty. came to tho pr oject in 1953 .fr om the Bureau of 

Appli :1d Soehl Resear ch , Columbia ,. and is study director of the four th year of the 

P>...r.i11.y Life Project. ·oavi d Landy is a doctoral candidate in cultural anthr opology a t 

Harvard Uni versity an.d studi ed the par ental practices in the rear ing of children 

among 20 families •of a _sugar cane village dur ing 1951-53 . Mary Styco:,, trn!n6d at 

Edinburgh and Columbia Univer siti es , has been r esearch assoc1at6 on t~e project since 

1951 . 
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'Ihere have been two interview staffs : six in 1951-52 for the study of 7E-fami ­

lies ar.d about fifteen in 1953- 54 for the sti..d~r cf : 9C0 • frudlies. Nearly all have 

been ,:ro.duates cf t he Univer s ity of Puer to R5. co . 0th.Ar research assistants have done 

codir:i; , IBU manipubti ons , and other tanks , The staff cf the Fourth Year, a ett:dy of 

COI'.1.":lUnication and fertili ty of 480 families, will be Ret,ben Hill, Di rector, Y.:urt Back, 

Study Director, llc'Vlard Stanton, Assisti'!.nt Dir ector, about twelve discussion le~ders 

seh·ctcd from t he masters candidates in Hea lth Edu ca ticn of the School of Medicine, 

nnd abou-1: five i nterviewers. lly ovm role in tho project has been minor, and most of 

t r, e follmvin::; statement about the prcjoct is derived fr om papers and reports written 

b-/ t!1e ~m:ibe r s of t he project staf f , a l t hough of course I, and not they, 3.?:l. resp_onsi­

ble for what is written here. 

T'ne research was initiated i n 1951 for two r easons. The density and r aw of • 

n~tural increase of the populaticn of Puer to Rico are no gr eat, especially in con­

tras t with the meagreness of capital Qn d income here, tha t fertility is one of t he 

c r uc i a l issues of this society. The Social Science Resear ch Center is responsible 

for reses.rch on tasi.c social questions. The second r eason was tc answer a question 

arising from earlier population research by Paul Hatt ( Be.c::kgr cunds of Buman Fertility 

in Puerto Rico, 1552, Princeton University Press.) This research, done in 1947-48 in 

cooperation with ·the Office of Populat ion Rese~r<Jh, Princeton, with the assis'tance of 

Frank W. Notestein an d Kingsley Davis, and of Clarence Senior, then Director of tho 

Social Scianco Res earch Center, used an island wide sample of l ~, 0O0 persons. It 

revealed a pattern of high fertility among families of lo,r income, few years of edu• 

cation, and inexpens ive housing . A surprising finding in view of the high proportion 

of catholics in Puerto Rico was the expr5ssed attitude of these people favoring fer­

tility control and s howing a mi nimum of roligious objections to birth control. If 

Puerto Ricans preferred srell families and had no objections to birth control, why 

then did they pers i st in having l a rge families? 

The proj ect has four divisions . The first two years were exploratory. A study 
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of 76 f'arnilies we.n de_sigr..ed u:ron which to base hypotheses about vari 5 ticns in fer­

tility among lcw~inc ome families . The third year is a study cf 9C'0 :.'rur.ilies to 

vorify and quantify, and to modi fy, these hypot heses. Tho fourth yea.r now be[; :.nnint; 

is an educational experinient wi th 480 families tc dotenr.ir..e v;hut stirr,uli, ba~ed on 

information of earlier research, will have mos t influenco on s.ttitudcs 1.\nd prv.c-t.ice:. 

concerning birth control . 

'l"~e study of 75 f'amilies will be published in the neo r f utur e by Co}1;JTJbi~ vni­

vorsity Press in a book by J. Mayone Stycos . The manuscript of Do.vid Ls.ndy ' i: study 

of child rearine h a s been com-r-, leted. The major book: of the i:b.J.dy , by the nte.ff , 

should be r 0acrJ for publication about September. 1~55. 

Of the cost of the project , over $100 , 000, t he Social Sc i€nce Research Cont6r 

has covered more t han half . The Population Council of New York has provided the 

balance of the funds to date . Great assistance hes been provided by the Fuerte> Riro 

Depar1:znent of Health. especially the publi c health clinics, whjch provided listz of 

pa tients from which the sample was drawn for the third year opera. ti ens a.nd which 

provided space for interviewing. This assistance has been escential for econorr.y 

and efficiency. In the fourth year• the depe.rtment of preventive medicine and 

public health of the.School of Medicine, University of' Puerto Rico ,. is cooperating 

in the educational aspects of the r esearch. The cost and coffiplexity of this re­

search makes the assistance of theae other agenciea es_sential. 

Funds and authority for the r esearch, as well as indispensable advice and en­

·cour agement, have been generously and continuously provided by the Un iversi t y of 

Puerto Rico and by its principal officers - Jaime Benitet, Chancel~or, Ramon MellAdo, 

])3e.n of Administration, and Pedro Mufioz Arre. to , Dean 0£ the Fa.cul ty of Social 

Sciences. 'Ihe premise of this action is the role research plays in the public 

policy of Puerto Rico. Since 1940, the Government has undertaken an intensive 

program or ecOJlomic development and social i:mprovement whose effeotiv~ness may be 

sug~ested by the doubling or the Island income frClll 1940 to 1960. (For information 



n~:-iut t}:.:.s ?ror:: rrut1, s e e 'fue Annals of' t he Ar.ieric-q_n Academy of Political a.nd So;:;ial 

.. .: .'once , 11 h :e!'to Rico : A Study in Democratic Development," January 1953). The 

r,y,o rrL'llcnt h:);; acti\r,3ly sc ught scientific infonnation '.I.bout the socie t y of Puerto 

R>;o and '.l.bout i t3 tensions ,and rnaladjusfuont s from :::cientific r esearch workers . It 

·;;.::lcc:::o::; tho co:-.tr:i b1.1tions of' such research to wise !)Ublic policy. The public uni­

·;,.; r z j ty of a ~overn.1;1ent bent only upon power, or of a government so corr.mitted to 

tr:,ci t .ion a s to fear re3 G~rch as a disturte.nce, would p robr,.bly not be able to under­

tn ~.:i t:ie research be:int; doscribed here. Perhaps the continued support of this re­

::; _, :.trch hD.s also been IMdo easier by confining the work strictly to i mpartial, 

sc i •n:tif:i.c research which avoids propaganda or polemics . 

This in brief scop9 has been the natural history of tho res €arch in fertility 

i:1 Puor to Ri co . We have identified the cri;.cial issues to be researched, have as-

:,•~mble d n. staff of scholars and research assis tants, he.ve obtained the necessary 

f'un c!:; -lnd facilities (,-rhich are extensive 1nd require the a pprove.I of political 9.nd 

ed11c·i ~:iOT!:tl l.:,adei rs) , and have obtained the cooperation of other agencies . These 

0, r: U ~,~'.; c:...nr.ot assure g ood results, but t hey a re indispensable for a field sfudy of 

t l:e soc::.u l ::i.nd e con ordc £'actors affecting fertility. 

1• prirr.ar~: question in such re:;earch is the sample . ;·ie used 75 families for the 

i:1iti·.:. l two- year re5earch operation to find hypotheses about -the disjunction beu.een 

::;~al l fruuily ideals and large family practices. A t hird was drawn from the country, 

~ third from a village, and a t h ird .frcrn a metropolitan slum. lhese places were 

selected because of convenience and on the judgment of informed persons that they 

wore , if not representative, at le&st not known to be atypical. Within each place• 

25 fumilies were chosen at random for · the probing , open-end question type interview 

c•f !"'..b'Jut six hours for wives and two hou ri! for husbands. 

ThQ k.ird year operation of vorifice.tion, quantification, and reTision, used & 

~E;cple of 900 families and an i n terview, largely pre-coded, of a.bout one to mo 
, 

il(Jv.ri; length. '.!he sample families were s1:1l ected f'rom a list of 5,700 £e.milies1 
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2,700 using thG free ;llledica.l care sei:-vices .of the outpatient clinics of municipal 

hospitals and rural health centers, and 3,000 using prematsrnal clinics of the 

public health service. The 5,700 families were believed to represent the law-income, 

low-education (less than six years) segment in which high fertility is chnracteris tic. 

The random, stratified sample included families with both spouses present, rna.rriod 

5-20 years, with at lea.st one chil·d, and the spouse interviewed having less than si:x 

years $duoation. Based on infor!llEl.tion on the family card in the health service and 

upon brief' screening interviews, the saleoted fami lies also met the following cri­

teria: 300 had never used birth control (Never Users), 300 have used one or more 

methods slnce 1950 but have stopped (Quitters), 300 families currently used birth 

control (Active Usors), and _200 families in which the wife has been sterilized. 

Furthemore, the sample included a sufficient numbsr of couples married va.riou~ 

lengths of time to permit correlations betvreen length of marriage and ini'orna tion 

about birth control attitude and practice. 

'!he 75-f9..~ily sample is not known to ba representative, nor is it lcno,m to. be 

a.typical, and ,it served well for the dev.olopment of hypotheses. 'Ihe 900 1-fSJUily 

sample is not strictly representative of the low-income group, but as a random S8mple 

of those using free medical facilities it probably represents it well. The adequacy 

of -this a.seiumptioh is being tested by comparing the· sample with census data for the 

entire Island, and with a random sample drawn for the Social Stratification Project 

of the Social Science Research Cent.er •. The 900 -~family 88Jl\ple 11'8.s drawn .from the 

public health files_ of course, because of the great economy of time and money in 

locating low-income families meeting the crit.eria for inclus~on in the study, anda.lso 
. 

because great savings resulted f'rom in~erviewing in the heal-th service clinics. 

Of equal importance with the sample is the interview staff. University gradu­

a tas, both men and women, were aelocted on the basis of their _ 1.n1iversity- record and 

a conference with the study director to ascertain personality and motivation. !ha 
. ' 

~tandards were intelligence, knowledge of so~ial science, command of both English an~ 
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Spa·niah, capacity for rapport with r ~spondents , honesty and l oyalty to -the project 

despite hard, sometimestm.ploasant work, and attitude and charactor not hostile to 

asking intimate questions. 

Interviewers wore trained for two weeks to provi de good motivation for the worlc 

and adequate skills for getting accurate infoi:ination promptly. Nine training 

methods ~ere used: 

1. Readings about the project and the general problem. 

z. Round-~ble discuss ions by local experts. 

3. Group discussions with the director. 

4. 03monstration interviews by the director. 

5. Group discuss iona Without the director. 

6. Small group practice. 

7. Practice i nte rviews in front of the group. 

a. Trial interviews in the field. 

9. Private disoussions with the director. 

At the end of the trailling. a test interview was recorded and analyzed f or accuracy; 

the first ten field interviews were carefully checked for errors; and edi_tors 

thereafter read all" interviews to ascertain errors. 

Good mothation was eneouraged by explaining the value of 171.e research not only 

for science but also practically for the Island and for other plaoes ·facing problems 

or population growth a.midst scarce eoonomic resources. The directors also tried to 

shOlf that they were not meddlesome, foreign experts intent upon telling local 

people what they should do. They were, illatead., scientists whos_e· findings would be 

available to local people to judge for thsselves • 
. 

The Family Life Project in the Social Science Research Center, Uninrsity ot 

Puerto Rico, is a field study of ihe social and eoonomio factors affecting fertility 

in families or limited inoome and education. · The staff has consisted of Reuben 

Hill of the Uninrsity of Nor-th Carolina., J. Mayone Styooa and Kurt Baok of the 



Social Science Research Centgr, research assistants , and two interview stc.ffs s OD(' 

of six in 1951- 52 and one of about fifteen in 1953- 54. The study has been desi~;=1eci 

to answer these questions: · Why do fami lies of the low income chs!)es vrith e :x:ri::-e:::sed 

ideal s of few children nevertheless have a great many children? What are tho 

implications for public policy in a dense , rapidly increasing population with 

sc~roe economic rosources? The Social 3cience Research Center h~s provided ~o~e 

than half the cost and facility for the research, but indispensable help has cono 

from the Population Council of New York, the Puerto Rico Depar tment of Heo.l th, o.rid 

the School of Medicine of the University of Puerto Rico . 'I"llo samples have be~n 

usods 76 families to find hypotheses a.bout fertility and : 900 fami lies to verify, 

quantify, and revise these hypotheses . The larger sru:iple was taken from lists of 

patients using free public health ser-vices, which was a great economy of time and 

money in the research. Interviewers were U..lliversity graduates who rece ived tl'to 

weeks training to provide neoessaz-1 motivation and skill for the work, 
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