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I. INTROD(TTION

1. I'he Seeond Comnittee held a general discussion on iten 71 (see A1136/680,
para. 2). Action to be taken on subitem (h) was considered at the 43rd' 44th, 47th
and 48th meetings, on 23 and 29 November and 8 and L3 Decenber 1982. An account of
the Oonrnitteers discussion is contained in the relevant sumrnary records
(?'/c.2/37/sR.43, 44, 47 and 48) .

IT. @NSIDERATION OF PROPOSATS

A. Draft resoLutions A/C.2/37/L.84 and A/C.2/37/L.LLA

2. At the 44th meeting, on 29 November, the representative of Sg3ylr on behalf of
the States Members of the United Nations that are members of the African Group'
introduced a draft resolution (A,/C.2/37/L.84) entitled nEcononic Comnission for
Africa: regional programming, operations, restructuring and decentralization
issuesn, which read as follows:

"The General Assembly,

,.@itsreso1utions320]-(s.vI)and3202(s-vI)of1!4ayL974'
containing ttre Oeclaration and the Programtne of Action on the Establishment of
a New International Economic Order, and 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December L974,
containing the Charter of Economic Rights and Drties of States,
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"Recal!l1]1]3lg its resolution 3362 (s-vII) of 16 Septenber 1975, by
wnicnrl.-i.ffiEJ-Le Ad hoc committee on the Restructuring of the scoilnicandsocEffisortEfril-rtedNationsSystemwasestab1ishedforthe
purpose of preparing detailed action proposals with a view to initiating the
process of restructuring the United Nations system so as to make it more fully
capable of dealing with problems of international economic co-operation and
development in a comprehensive and effective manner, and to make it more
responsive to the reguirements of the provisions of the Declaration and the
Progranme of Action on the Establishment of a New International Economic
Order, as well as those of the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States,

trRecalling further its resolutions 32/Lg7 of 2O December Lg77' 33/202 of
zsan@z06oft9December1979ontherestructuringofthe
economic and social sectors of the United Nations system, which process was
affirmed as an integral part of the efforts required to ensure the equitable,full and effective participation of the developing countries in the
forrnulation and application of all decisions within the United Nations systemin the field of developnent and international- economic co-operation and by
which process specific, additional tasks were assigned to the regional
cornrnissions, including the task of being the main general economic and social
deveJ-opment centres for their respective regions, providing team leadership
and responsibility for ceordination and ceoperation at the regional level
and acting as executing agencies,

'rl{indful of the terrns of reference of the Economic Commission for Africa,in t"triEiTE-fs stated, inter alia, that the Contmission shall participate in
measures for facilitatiifGiEiFed action for the economic development ofAfrica' including its social aspects, with a view to raising the level of
economic activity and levels of living in Africa, i nd shall assist in the
forrnuLation and development of co-ordinated policies as a basis for practical
action in promoting economic and technological- development in the region, V

"Mindful in particular of the importance attached by the Comnission to
economic ceoperation among member States, particularly at the subregional
level, and to the various resolutions adopted by the AssembJ-y of Heads ofState and Government of the organization of African Unity in this regard,
culminating in the Lagos Plan of Action for the fmplementation of the Monrovia
strategy for the Econornic Development of Africa and the Final Act of Lagos, !/

"Having considered the report of the Joint fnspection Unit entitledrEconomic commission for Africa: regional programming, operations,
restructuring and decentralization issuesr , 3/ t,he comments of the

See E/CN. L4 /1,LL/Rev.8 .

A/S-lL/L4, annexes I and II.

^/37nrg.
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Secretarr-General thereon, 4/ and the views of the Economic and Social Council
at its second regular session of 1982,

"1. Takes 4ote of Economic and Social Council resolution L982/63 of
30 July DSF;;;;ionaI prograrmlng, operations, restructuring and
decentralization issues with resgnct to the Economic Comnission for Africal

t2.
its repor

the reconnendations made by the Joint Inspection Unit in

'3. CaI-Is upon the Secretary-Generalr

" (a) To investigate new approaches to regional and subregional
progranming and management of the intercountry projects of the United Nations
system, working cJ-osely with the organizations of the systen? y

" (b) To initiate inunediately, in consultation with all concerned United
Nations organizations, an exanination of the progress made thus far in the
decentralization of United Nations activities and to report thereon to the
Committee for Progranune and Co-ordination and the Economic and Social Council,
with a view to determining the specific duties, responsiblLities and resources
that should be decentralized and the tinring of such decentralLzatlont 7/

o (c) To provide the necessary regular budget resources to ensure t-n.t tt e
Multinational Programming and Operational Centres of the Economic Connrission
for Africa are suitably staffed and equipped to carry out their basic
functions' which includes the over-al1 direction and managenent of their
progranmesl the organization of annual neetings at both official and
ministerial- levelsl the preparation of studies; the collection, synthesis and
dissemination of infornationl and general research into development
questionsl V

n (d) To strengthen the status and functions of the Regional Cornmissions
Liaison Office at United Nations Headguarters to better enable it to carry out
its representation responsibilitiesl !/

" (e) To ensure that the necessary measures are undertaken to inplement

F{37/Lte/?dd.L.

A/37 /LLg, chap. VI.

ID!q., recornmendations I and

Ibid. , recotnmendation 3.

Ibid., recommendation 5.

Ibid., reconmendation 4.

Endorses,T

!/
v
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recorunendations 6 to 8 of the Joint Inspection Unit' 19/ in particular the
speedy development of nanagement services, in order to ensure that the
Corunission functions at optinun efficiency and effectivenesst

'|4.@theExecutiveSecretaryoftheEconomicComnissionfor
AfricatoTi@undertheaegisoftheConmrission,regionaI,
subJect-oriented and high-level lnteragency meetings to discuss conmon issues
afuned at the developnent of flrn guidelines for ceordinated action towards
attainment of the objectives of the Iagos Plan of Action for the
fmplementation of the Monrovia Strategy for the Economic Development of
Africal l/

o5. Urges the executive secretaries of the regional comnissions to
increase their exchanges of staff in order to foster the broader schene of
interregional co-operationl /

'6. I1ry organizations of the United Nations system to assist
African coE;fr6;Ts, within the framework of the country Progrannring process,
in incorporating the goals and objectives of the Lagos Plan of Action into
their sectoral country prograrmres and projects' and adapting them to
subregional and regional priorities, W

"7. Invites the SecretarlFceneral to subnit a report on the progress
nade in the inplementation of the present resolution to the General Assembly
at its thirty-eighth session."

3. A statement by the Secretary-Genera1 on the adninistrative and financial
irnplicatlons of draf t resolution A/C.2/37/L.84 was circulated in
docunent A/ C.2 /37 /L. 10 8.

4. At its 47th meeting, on 8 Decernber, the Conmittee had before it a draft
resolution (A,/C.2/37/L.LL4\ subnitted by Mr. Qazi Shaukat Fareed, ViceChairman of
the Conunlttee, as a result of infornal consultations held on draft resolution
A/C.2/37 / L.84.

5. At the same meeting, the Conunittee was inforned that the statenent by the
Secretary-@neral on the adninistrative and financial irnplications of draft
resolution A/C.2/37/L.84, contained in document ArlC.2/37/L.108, also applied to
draft resolution A/C.2/37/L.LI4, with the deletion of paragral*t 1 (a) and
paragraph 2 therefrom.

6. At the same meeting, the Conmittee adopted draft resolution A/C.2/37/L.LLA
without a vote (see para. 14).

y/
\/

See A/37419, ehap. VI.

Ibid. ' reconmendation 2.
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1. In the light of the adoption of draft resolution A/C.2/37/L.LL , the sp,onsors
withdrew draft resolution A/C.2 /37 /L.g 4.

8. After the adoption of the draft resolution, a statement was nade by the
representative of Bulgaria (also on behalf of the Byelorusslan Sovlet Socialist
Republlc, Czechosl-ovakia, the German Denocratic Republic, Rungary, Foland, the
Ukrainlan Sovlet Socialist Republic and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics).

B. Draft dec|sLons A/C.2/37/L.72 and A/C.2/37/L.L20

9. At the 43rd meetlng, on 23 November, the representative of ilamaica introduced
a draft decision (A/C.2/37/L.721 entitled 'Restructurlng of the econonic and social
sectors of the United Nations system', on behaLf of Algeria, Arqentina, &lg!g,Denmark, Jamaica_' Nigerial the phitippines, the Sudan, Srveden, Trinldtd and 1tobago,
Uganda and Yugoslavia, subsequently joined by Canidi. Itre draft aecision reaa as
follwsl

' ilhe General Assenbly, having consldered the draft resolution on the
inplementation of section II of the annex to @neral Assembly
resolut'ion 32A97, transrnltted from its thirtysixth sessiont p/ the report
of ttre Economic and Social Council on Revitalization of the GElncill !!/-theretrnrts of the Joint fnspection Unit entitled rRelatlonships between the
Dlrector-General for f,ievelopment and International Economic Co"operation and
entities of the United Nations Secretariatt L4/ and rEconomic Comrission-for'-
Africas regional progranuning, operations, restructuring and decentralizatlon
I'ssuesr , H togettrer with the corments of the Secretary-General thereon, 16/
the report of the SecretarlF-General on the implernentation of section VIf oE
the annex to General Assenbly resolutLon 32/L97, U Econornlc and Social
Council resolution L982/63 of 30 July 1982 on regional programring,
operations, restructuring and decentrallzation issues with respect to the
Economic Conunission for Africa, as well as the report of the Secretary-General
on the implernentation of section VIfI of the annex to General Assembly
resolution 32/L97t 18/ decides;

lU t/c.2/37/L.2, annex.

ly See A/37/3 (Parts I and rr) ? to be issued as official Recorde of the
General Asgenbly, :firtrty-seventh Seselon, Supplement No. 3 (V323]-

y/ A/36/ ALe.

Ly A/37/LLe.

ly A/36/4I9/Md.L and A/37\tg/Md.L, respectivety.

lu A/37/43e.

ly v36/477.
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I

" (a) To welcorne Economic and Sociat- Council resolution L982/50 of
28 July L982i

" (b) To consider further the draft resolution on the implementation of
section If of the annex to General Assembly resolutLon 32/L97 Lrl at its
thirtleninth session, in the light of the results of the consultations to be
continued by the President of the Economic and Social Council and in the light
of further experience of the Assembly and the Council;

n (c) To reguest the Presldent of the Assembly also to undertake
consultations on the subject and, in close ceordination with the President of
the Council, to report thereon to the @neraL Assembl-y at its thirty-ninth
sessiont

II
tr (d) To take note of the reconunendations of the Joint Inspection tlnit

with respect to relationships between the Director-Genera1 for Development and
International Economic Co-operation and entitles of the United Nations
Secretariat, !! and of the coments thereon by the Secretary-Cieneral, !p/ as
well as the report of the Secretarf@neral on the implementation of
section VIfI of the annex to General Assenrbly resolutton 32/L97t W

" (e) To request the SecretaryGeneral to undertake urgent implenentation
of the aforementioned recorunendations along the lines indicated in his
comments and to subrnit a report thereon, lncluding proposals for further
action, to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth sessionl

III
tr (f) To take note of Economic and Social OounciL resolution L982/63 on

regional progranming, operations, restructurlng and decentralization issues
with respect to the Econonic Conunlssion for Africai

IV

" (g) To welcome the report of the Secretary-General on the implenentation
of section VfI of the annex to Generat Assembly resol-utLon 32/L97 L7J/ and to
request hin to subnit a further progress report, including proPosals for
further action, to the Assembly at its thirty-ninth sessionl

, (h) To reguest the Secretary-C;eneral to submit also sinilar reports on

L9/ A/36/4L9, chap. VII.

g/ see A/36/419lAdd.1.
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the imptementation of sections III, IV, V and VI of the annex to
resolution 32A97 to the Assenbly at its thirty-ninth sessioni

v

" (i) To review the inplementation of section I of the annex to Assembly
resol-ution 32/L97 at its thirty'ninth sessiont

" (j) To welcome, in this connexionr section III of. decision lO/L of
31 ttay Lg82, adopted by the Governing Council of the United Nations
Environment erogianun. it it" tenth session !!/ and to request that sirniLar
consideration qhould be undertaken by all ottrer subsidiary organs and bodies
of the Assembly with a view to submitting their views and recormendations on

nodalities for inplementation to the General Assembly at its thirty'-ninth
session, through the Economic and Socia1 Councill

n (k) Requests the Economic and Social Council to subnit concrete
recormendations on the present section, having due regard to its ostn measures
for ievitalizationr and in the light of its consideration of the views
requested above, to the Assembly at its thirty-ninth sessionT

VI

" (l) Itrat future consideration of the itern entltled tRestructuring of the
economic and social sectors of the United Nations systenr, wiLl be undertaken
by the Assembly once every two years, beginning with its thirty-ninth session.'

10. At lts 4gth neeting, on 13 December, the Conrmittee had before it a draft
decision lA/C.2/37/L.WOI submitted by Ur. Qazi Shaukat Fareed, ViceChairman of
the Comnittee, on the basis of infornal consultations held on draft decision
A/C.2/37 /L.72.

Il. At the same meeting, the Conmittee adopted draft decision A/C.2/37/L.L2O
without a vote (see Para. 15).

:|2. In tight of the adoption of draft decision A/C.2/37/L.L2O, the sponsors
withdrew draf t decislon A/c.2/37/L.72-

13. After the adoption of the draft decision statements were made by the
representatives of Bulgaria (also on behalf of the Byelorussian soviet Socialist
Republic, Czechoslovakia, the German Denocratic Republicl llungary' ltongolia,
Foland, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic anb the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics) and the United States of America.

Supplement No. 25 lA/37/251, part ttto, annex.
Thirt eventh Session,Records of the General AssemblZy official
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III. RECOM!,ENDATIONS OF THE sEcoND CoIIIMITTEE

14. Ihe Second Oonunittee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resol-ution: 

,

Economic Cormission for Africas regional programing,
operationsr restructuring and decentralization issues

Ttre General Assembly,

RecaLling its resolutions 320I (FvI) and 3202 (FvI) of l May L974,
containing the Declaration and the Prograrme of Action on the Establishnent of a
New International Economic order, and 3281 (xxlx) of L2 December L974, containing
the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States,

Recalling also its resolution 3362 IS-VII) of 16 September 1975, by which,
lnter alia, the Ad hoc Conunittee on the Restructuring of the Economic and Social
Sectors of the United Nations System was established for the purpose of preparing
detailed action prop,osals with a view to lnltiating th'e process of restructuring
the United Nations system so as to nake lt nore fully capable of dealing with
problems of international economic co-operatlon and development in a comprehensive
and effective manner, and to make it more responsive to the objectives of the
provlsions of the Declaration and the Progranune of Action on the Establishment of a
New International Economic order, as well as those of the Charter of Econonic
Rights and Duties of States,

Recalling further its resolutions 32/Lg7 of 20 December Lg77, 33/202 of
29 January L979 and 34/206 of 19 Decenber 19?9 on the restructuring of the economic
and social sectors of the United Natlons systen, whlch process was affirmed as an
integral part of the efforts for ensuring the equitable, full and effectiveparticipation of the developing countries ln the formulation and application of all
decisions withln the United Natlons system ln the field of development and
international economic co-operation and by which process specific, additional tasks
were assigned to the regional commissions, lncluding the task of being the maln
general economic and social develotrrment centres for their respective regions,
providing team leadershlp and restrnnslbility for co-ordination and co-operation at
the regional l-evel and actlng as executing agencles,

Mindful of the terns of reference of the Economic Oonunission for Afrlca, in
which it is statedl inter alia, that the Conunission shall participate in measures
for facilitating concerted actlon for the economic development of Africa, including
its social aspectsr with a view to raising the level of economic activity and
levels of llving in Afrlca, and shall assist in the forrnulation and developnent of
ceordinated policies as a basis for practlcal action in pronoting econornic and
technological developnent in the reglon, !ful

Mindful in particuLar of the importance attactred by the Comnisslon to economlc

4/ See e,/CN.LA ALVRev. 8.
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co-operation among member States, particularly at the subregional level, and to the
varitus resolutions aaopted by thg Assernbly of Heads of State and Government of the
organization of Afrlcan trriti in ttris regard, culminating in the l€gos Plan of
Action for the fmplementation of the Monrovia Strategy for the Economic Development
of Africa and ttre Fina1 Act of Lagos, ful

Eaving considered the report of the Joint Inspection Unit entitled 'Economic
Comnission for A,fffi regional programningr operations, restructuring and
decentralization issues" , 2!/ the conments of the Secretary-Ge_nera1 thereon'- U
and the views of the nconotlc and social 00unci1 at its second regular session of
t982,

1. Endorses Econonic and Social Council resolution L982/63 of 30 July 1982

on regionaf profinming, operations, restructuring and decentralization issues with
respect to the Economic Commission for Africal

2. Welcomes the reconunendations nade by the iloint InsPection Unit ln its
the conments of the Secretary-@nera1 thereon;report 26/ ana apProves

3. Calls upon the SecretarlnCeneral:

(a) To investigate new approaches to regional and subregional progranuning and

management of ttre intercountry projects of the tlnited Nations system, working
closely with the organizations of the systen? U

(b) To init,iate funmediately, in consultation with all coneerned United
Nations organizations, an examination of the progress made thus far in the
decentralization of United Nations activities and to report thereon to the
Comnittee for progranune and Co-ordination and the Economic and Social Council' wit'tt
a vlew to determirifng the specific authorlties, restrnnsibilities and resources that
should be decentralized and the timing of suctr decentralizationi 28i/

(c) To take practical measures aimed at strengthening liaison functions
between the United Nations Headquarters and the Regional Conunissions, bearing in
nlnd the role of the Regional conunissions Lialson offLcei 2V

23/ 
^/S-LVL4' 

annexes I and Ir.

2!/
25/

29/

!/
e/
2/

A/37 ALe.

A/37/LLg/Add.1.

A/37/1L9, chaP. vI.

&ig. ' recommendations 1 and 2.

I!!9., reconmendation 3.

Ib id. , recontnendation 4 .
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(d) To ensure that the necessary measures protrrcsed by the Secretary-General
are undertaken to implement recornmendations 5 to 8 of the Joint Inspection
Unit, -L9/ in particular the speedy development of management services, in order to
ensure that the Commission functions at optinun efficiency and effectiveness
bearing in nind the ongoing consul-tationsl

4. Calls upon the Executive Secretary of the Economic Conmission for Africa
to institufluttaer the aegis of the conunission, regionall subject-oriented and
high-level inter-agency meetings to discuss conmon issues ained at the developmentof firrn guidelines for ceordinated actlon towards attainment of the objectivls of
the Lagos Plan of Action for the fmplenentation of the trlonrovia Strategy for the
Economic Developnent of Africat 3V

5. urges the executive secretaries of the regional conrmissions to increase
the effectiveness of the programme of their exchanges of staff in order to foster
the broader scheme of interregional ceoperationl 30/

6. Requests organizations of the United Natlons system to assist African
Governments' within the framework of the country prograruning process, in
incorporating the goal-s and objectives of the I€gos PIan of Action into their
sectoral country Programmes and project.s and adapting them to subregional and
regional prioritiesi g

7 - rnvites the Secretary-General- to subnit a report on the progress nade in
the inplementation of the present resolutlon to the General Assernbly at its
thirty.-e ighth session.

15. The Second Committee reconmends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
following draf t decision:

Restructurittg of the econorlc and social sectors of the
United Nations svsten

The General Assembly, having considered the draft resolution on the
inplementation of section II of the annex to General Rssembly resolution32/L97,
transnitted fron its thirtrsixth session, 32/ Ehe report of the Economic and
Social Council on revitalization of the Council, 33/ the reports of the iloint

y/ See A/37/119, chap. vr.

L/ Ibid., reconmendation 2.

22/ A/c.2/37/L.7, annex.

3-3/ see A/37/3 (Parts I and II) i to be issued as official Records of the
c"n"fu.l A"""rnbly, llttitty-"eventh s.sgion, suppl.*ent Nol-5-lV5?73)l
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Inspection Unit entitl-ed "ReLationships between the Director-General for
Development and International Economic Co-operation and entities of the United
Nations SecretariaL" W and "Economic Commission for Africa: regional
progranwringr operations, restructuring and decentralization issues', fl together
with the comments of the Secretary-General- thereon, 36/ Eh.e report of the
Secretary-General on the implementation of section VII of the annex to General
Assenbly resolution 32/L97, U Ebonomic and Social Council resolution L982/63 of
30 July 1982 on regional programning, operations, restructuring and
decentralization issues with respect to the Economic Conunission for Africa, as well
as the rePort of the Secretary-General on the inplementation of section VfIr of the
annex to ceneral- Assenbly resolution 32/L97, 38/ decides:

I

(a) To welcome Economic and Social Council resolution L982/5O of 28 July 1982;

(b) To request the President of the General Assernbly, in close co-ordination
with the President of the Economic and Social Council, to undertake consultations
regarding the organization and rationalization of work of the intergovernmental
bodies of the United Nations in the economic and social fields, and to submit a
report thereon to the Assembly at its thirty-ninth session;

(c) To further transmit the draft resol-ution entitled trImpl-enentation of
section II of the annex to ceneral Assembly resolutLon 32/L97 on the restructuring
of the economic and social sectors of the United Nations system" 32/ to Lrus
thirty-ninth session;

II

(a) To note section III of decision LCI/L of 31 May L982, adopted by the
Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Progranune at its tenth
session; 39rl

(b) to invite its other subsidiary intergovernnental- organs and bodies in the
econonic and social fiel-ds, if they deern it desirabLe, also to consider similar

4/ A/36/4Le.

y/ 
^/37 

/Lre -

36/ A/36/4L9/Md.1 and A/37/Il-9lAdd.I respectively.

!/ ^/37/43e-
8/ ^/36/477.
Y/ See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-seventh Session,

Supplement No. 25 (A/37/25), part two, annex.
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possibilities and to subrnit their views and recommendations to the Economic and
Social Council for consideration at its second regular session of L984i

(c) lto invite the Econonic and Social Council to subnit concrete
recomnendations on this section of the present decision, having due regard to its
own measures for revital-ization and in the light of its consideration of the views
and reconunendations reguested above, to the Assembly at its thirty-ninth sessioni

III

To endorse Econornic and Social Oouncil resolution L982/63 on regional
progranming' operations, restructuring and decentral-ization issues with respect to
the Econonic Comnission for Africai

rv

To take note of the report of the SecretarrGeneral on the inplementation of
section vrr of the annex to Generar Assernbly resolution 32/L97i 37/

v

(a) To take note of the recommendations of the Joint Inspection Unit with
respect to relationships between the Director-General for Development and
International Economic Co-operation and entities of the United Nations
Secretariat, I and of the conments made thereon by the Secretary-General, U a,
well as the retrrcrt of the SecretarpGeneral on the implementation of section vIII
of the annex to General Assembly resolution 32/L97t 38/

(b) To reguest the SecretarrGeneral to undertake irnplementation of the
aforenentioned reconmendations aLong the Iines indicated in his conments;

VI

(a) To review the inplementation of all aspects of its resolution 32/L97
during its next consideration of the subject nRestructuring of the economic and
social sectors of the United Nations systenn, which wil-l be undertaken at its
thirtpninth session and thereafter only once every three years, without prejudice
to future decisions of the Assembly regarding the periodicity of such consideration;

(b) To request the Secretary-General, in this regard, to submit a report,
including' as appropriate, proposals for further action, on the implementation of
sections IIf toVIIf of the annex to resolution 32/L97 to the General Assembly at
its thirty-ninth session.

l9/ A/36/419, chap. vrl.
g See A/36/419lAdd.1.


