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Summary of recommendations

Democratic and civic space

Right to take part in public affairs

« Halt, publicly condemn, punish and prevent all acts of persecution and
targeted repression based on political grounds, including stigmatizing
rhetoric and smear campaigns (A/HRC/41/18);

Prioritize a legislative agenda aimed at strengthening the promotion and
protection of human rights, avoid the adoption of laws and regulations
that are disproportionately restrictive of fundamental freedoms and civic
space and review adopted laws and regulations to ensure that they are
consistent with human rights standards (A/HRC/47/55);

Ensure that spaces for civil society participation are maintained and
expanded and that any restrictions introduced in the context of the
COVID-19 pandemic are strictly necessary and proportional to
mitigating the impact of the pandemic (A/HRC/47/55);

Ensure that all conditions are in place for free, fair, peaceful and
independent electoral processes (A/HRC/47/55);

Support spaces for an inclusive and wide-ranging political dialogue, with
human rights at the centre of the discussions (A/HRC/50/59);

Ensure the meaningful and effective participation of civil society in the
adoption of policies and legislation on matters affecting them
(A/HRC/50/59);

Protection of human rights defenders

Adopt effective measures to protect human rights defenders and media
professionals (A/HRC/41/18);

Refrain  from discrediting human rights defenders and media
professionals, and take effective measures to protect them, including by
adopting a specialized protocol to investigate human rights violations and
criminal offences against them (A/HRC/44/20);

Freedom of opinion and expression, peaceful assembly and association

Respect, protect and fulfil the rights to freedoms of opinion and
expression, peaceful assembly and association, as well as the rights to
access to information and to participate in political affairs
(A/HRC/44/20);

Reverse closures of media outlets and cease other measures of censorship
against media; guarantee access to the Internet and social media,
including to news websites, and guarantee the impartiality of governing
bodies in the allocation of radio spectrum frequencies (A/HRC/41/18);

Cease and prevent excessive use of force during demonstrations
(A/HRC/41/18);

Publish a comprehensive report on the investigations and criminal
proceedings of deaths that occurred in the context of protests in 2014,
2017 and 2019 (A/HRC/44/54);

Disarm and dismantle pro-government armed civilian groups (armed
colectivos) and ensure investigations into their crimes (A/HRC/41/18);
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« Ensure that all requests for broadcast licenses, including renewals, are
processed in strict compliance with all applicable regulations and with
due regard to international human rights law and standards, including due
process and the right to freedom of expression; and that any restrictive
measure, such as revocation or suspension of licenses, does not constitute
an impermissible restriction under article 19 of the ICCPR
(A/HRC/50/59);

Take measures to ensure that democratic and civic space is not unduly
restricted, including by i) repealing or abstaining from introducing, as
appropriate, regulations that are inconsistent with the protection and
promotion of democratic and civic space; ii) considering review the
Constitutional Law against Hatred, for Peaceful Coexistence and
Tolerance, the Law on Transparency and Access to Information of Public
Interest, and the Organic Law Against Organized Crime and the
Financing of Terrorism to bring them fully in line with international
human rights law; iii) strengthening effective accountability mechanisms;
and iv) immediately releasing those detained for acts of legitimate work
or expression (A/HRC/50/59);

Right of access to public information

Allow access to information of public interest (A/HRC/41/18);

Ensure access to public information and data to monitor and adequately
inform public policies, in particular in the context of the COVID-19
pandemic (A/HRC/47/55);

Regularly publish comprehensive health and nutritional data,
disaggregated by sex, age, ethnicity, and location that may be used inter
alia, to develop and implement a full-scale humanitarian response to the
crisis (A/JHRC/41/18);

Ensure provision of all social programmes in a transparent, non-
politicized, and non-discriminatory manner, including effective oversight
and accountability measures (A/HRC/41/18);

Publish the national annual budget and expenditure reports, guarantee
access to key data to assess the realization of rights and re-establish the
oversight role of the National Assembly on use of public funds
(A/HRC/44/20);

Establish a system for the systematic collection of statistical data on
violence against women, disaggregated by forms of violence, number of
complaints, prosecutions and convictions imposed on perpetrators
(A/HRC/44/54);

Undertake and publish key information related to the Arco Minero del
Orinoco region, such as environmental and social impact studies,
violence and homicide rates and socioeconomic data of the population
living within Arco Minero del Orinoco and the surrounding area,
including indicators related to economic and social rights
(A/HRC/44/54);

Publicly and regularly report on information produced by public
institutions related to economic, social, cultural, and environmental
rights, including Sustainable Development Goals indicators and
internationally  recognised human rights indicators, and the
methodologies and sources used to produce that information
(A/HRC/48/19);

Take concrete measures and publicly inform on their implementation, to
guarantee the right to access public information, including drafting and
enacting an Organic Law of Transparency in accordance with
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international standards, ensuring public information requests are not
unnecessarily cumbersome nor rejected because of omission of non-
essential formalities, developing digital mechanisms to receive public
information requests, addressing concerns over reprisals for requests for
public information, and improving accessibility and understandability for
all groups, particularly the most marginalized (A/HRC/48/19);

Ensure transparent and representative consultations, and access to public
information in relation to public policy, particularly with members of
vulnerable groups, prior to the adoption or implementation of any
decision, activity or measure that affects them (A/HRC/48/19);

Publish the national budget and the ministries’ reports and accounts, as
well as the regulatory framework of individual public entities and
policies, their organizational structure, assigned budget and execution,
procurements and contracting, public participation and accountability
mechanisms, audits, and legal and administrative proceedings initiated
by State entities (A/HRC/48/19);

Ensure citizens’ right to stand for election is not unduly restricted, either
in law or in practice, and ensure due process guarantees are strictly
implemented should candidates be disqualified, respecting the
independence and separation of powers (A/HRC/50/59);

State of exception

Ensure that exceptional measures authorized under the “state of alarm”
are strictly necessary and proportionate, limited in time, and subject to
independent oversight and review (A/HRC/44/20);

Accountability and rule of law

Right to life

» Take immediate measures to halt, remedy and prevent human rights
violations, in particular gross violations such as torture and extrajudicial
executions (A/HRC/41/18);

Ensure systematic, prompt, effective and thorough, as well as
independent, impartial and transparent, investigations into all killings by
security forces and armed civilian groups (armed colectivos), and ensure
independence of all investigative bodies, accountability of perpetrators
and redress for victims (A/HRC/44/20);

Dissolve the Special Action Forces of the Bolivarian National Police and
establish an impartial and independent national mechanism, with the
support of the international community, to investigate extrajudicial
executions during security operations, ensure accountability of
perpetrators and redress for victims (A/HRC/41/18);

Revise security policies to implement international norms and standards
on the use of force and human rights, in particular by restoring the civilian
nature of police forces, conducting vetting, restricting the functions of
“special forces” and strengthening internal and external oversight
mechanisms (A/HRC/44/20);

Implement a comprehensive reform of security institutions and policies,
to effectively address human rights concerns and provide redress to
victims of human rights violations (A/HRC/47/55);
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Right to physical and moral integrity

« Ensure effective investigation and sanctioning of those responsible for
cases of torture and ill-treatment, and strengthen the National
Commission for the Prevention of Torture, in compliance with
international human rights norms (A/HRC/44/20);

Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the
Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance (A/HRC/41/18);

Ensure the rights to food, water and sanitation, health, security and
dignity of all persons deprived of liberty, including by meeting gender-
specific needs (A/HRC/44/20);

Adopt specific measures in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic to
ensure the rights to health and security of detainees, including by granting
alternative measures to deprivation of liberty to the broadest set of
prisoners possible, consistent with the protection of public safety
(A/HRC/44/20);

Put an end to incommunicado detention, including by intelligence
services, guarantee that any individual subject to pretrial detention is held
in official pretrial detention centres subject to judicial oversight, and
transfer all persons detained in premises of intelligence services to
official detention centres (A/HRC/44/20);

Allocate sufficient resources to ensure adequate conditions of detention
and access to justice (A/HRC/47/55);

Protect persons, including those on the move, from abuses, corruption
and extortion by State agents (A/HRC/41/18);

Implement a comprehensive reform of security institutions and policies,
to effectively address human rights concerns and provide redress to
victims of human rights violations (A/HRC/47/55);

Rights to liberty and to a fair trial

Ensure that reforms undertaken in the justice, police and detention sectors
materialize into effective and sustainable changes based on international
human rights law and standards and that legal reforms are strictly applied
(A/HRC/50/59);

Continue to take measures to ensure pre-trial detention and other coercive
measures are used only when strictly necessary, in accordance with
international standards, and remain within statutory terms. Address all
causes of judicial delays such as ensuring timely transfer of detainees to
tribunals’ hearings (A/HRC/50/59);

Release all persons arbitrarily deprived of their liberty (A/HRC/41/18);

Release unconditionally all persons unlawfully or arbitrarily deprived of
liberty, including through the implementation of the decisions of the
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention (A/HRC/44/20);

Address the underlying causes of overcrowding and undue judicial delays
through comprehensive reform of the administration of justice
(A/HRC/44/20);

Put an end to the trial of civilians by military tribunals, and ensure that
the jurisdiction of military’ tribunals is limited to military offences
committed by active members of the military (A/HRC/44/54);

* Publish the legal authority and mandate of the counter-terrorism courts
and take all necessary measures to guarantee their independence,
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impartiality and transparency, as well as their strict compliance with
international human rights standards (A/HRC/44/54);

Take effective measures to restore the independence of the justice system
and ensure the impartiality of the Office of the Attorney General and the
Ombudsperson (A/HRC/41/18);

Undertake and complete the reforms of the justice system announced by
the Government in January 2020 to guarantee its independence,
impartiality, transparency, accessibility  and effectiveness
(A/HRC/44/54);

Establish an independent, impartial and transparent mechanism to
increase the number of tenured judges and prosecutors through a
transparent public process (A/HRC/44/54);

Guarantee that lawyers’ associations recover their independence and full
autonomy by allowing free internal elections (A/HRC/44/54);

Guarantee the independence of the Public Defender, through the
provision of sufficient resources and training, and ensure the rights of
defendants to appoint a lawyer of their own choice (A/HRC/44/54);

Restore the capacity of the criminal unit against the violation of
fundamental rights of the Office of the Attorney General to conduct
independent forensic investigations into cases of alleged human rights
violations by security forces (A/HRC/44/54);

Ensure that judicial action is strictly guided by the principles of legality,
due process, presumption of innocence and other national and
international standards (A/HRC/47/55);

Access to justice and adequate reparations

Ensure prompt, independent, effective, impartial, transparent, thorough
and credible investigations and judicial proceedings into cases of alleged
human rights violations, and hold, prosecute and punish those
responsible, including superiors, in accordance with international human
rights law (A/HRC/50/59);

Conduct prompt, effective, thorough, independent, impartial and
transparent investigations into allegations of human rights violations,
including deprivation of life, enforced disappearance, torture, and sexual
and gender-based violence involving members of the security forces,
bring perpetrators to justice and provide victims with adequate reparation
(A/HRC/44/54);

Conduct prompt, effective, thorough, independent, impartial and
transparent investigations into human rights violations, including killings
of indigenous peoples, and bring perpetrators to justice (A/HRC/41/18);

Ensure the right to remedy and reparations for victims, with a gender-
sensitive approach, as well as guarantee their protection from
intimidation and retaliation (A/HRC/41/18);

Review the protocols and methods of the Office of the Attorney General
to provide gender-sensitive attention and support for victims of human
rights violations and their families (A/HRC/44/54);

Cease immediately any acts of intimidation, threats and reprisals by
members of security forces against relatives of victims of human rights
violations who seek justice (A/HRC/44/54);
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« Adopt the necessary regulations and protocols to fulfil all rights and
obligations enshrined in the Organic Law on the right of women to a life
free of violence, and also adopt effective measures to assist and protect
victims of all forms of violence, including women and children
(A/HRC/44/54);

Establish a system for the systematic collection of statistical data on
violence against women, disaggregated by forms of violence, number of
complaints, prosecutions and convictions imposed on perpetrators
(A/HRC/44/54);

Effectively implement a victim and witness protection programme, to
safeguard the integrity of victims and witnesses, and ensure
accountability for human rights violations (A/HRC/47/55);

Conduct independent and thorough investigations into allegations of
human rights violations committed in Apure State in the context of
clashes with non-State armed groups (A/HRC/44/54);

Economic, social, cultural, and environmental rights

Take all necessary measures to ensure availability and accessibility of
food, water, essential medicines and healthcare services, including
comprehensive preventative healthcare programmes with particular
attention to children’s and maternal services, including sexual and
reproductive healthcare (A/HRC/41/18);

Allocate the maximum available resources towards the progressive
realization of economic and social rights in a transparent and accountable
manner that allows the assessment of expenditures (A/HRC/41/18);

Prioritize measures to decrease early pregnancies, and ensure that all
plans regarding sexual and reproductive rights include measurable
indicators and monitoring mechanisms (A/HRC/41/18);

Increase vaccination coverage for preventable diseases and take adequate
measures to control outbreaks of communicable diseases
(A/HRC/41/18);

Guarantee a full-scale United Nations led response to the humanitarian
situation, including increased access for humanitarian actors, facilitating
the entry of the World Food Programme, regularizing the presence of
international non-governmental organizations and ensuring the
protection of all humanitarian workers (A/HRC/44/20);

Take urgent steps to end labour and sexual exploitation, child labour and
human trafficking within Arco Minero del Orinoco, and ensure
regularization of mining activities that respect the right to just and
favourable working conditions (A/HRC/44/54);

Continue efforts to improve access to essential services, and food, and
inform publicly and regularly on those efforts, with particular attention
to equality of access and non-discrimination, ensuring transparency,
participation and public oversight (A/HRC/48/19);

Take all necessary measures to guarantee sufficient income to public
servants and workers in sectors dependent of public funding, particularly
in the health and education sectors, in a transparent and participatory
manner, including by adjusting salaries and cash transfers to the basic
consumer basket, and take concrete measures to promote the enjoyment
of labour rights, including compliance with international labour
conventions and collective agreements, and publicly inform on their
implementation (A/HRC/48/19);
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« Take concrete measures to promote the autonomy of universities and free
and independent electoral processes in accordance with their internal
regulations, and to ensure freedom of association of university workers
(A/HRC/48/19);

Ensure that labour rights, including freedom of trade union association,
are upheld and remain committed to the establishment of a genuine social
dialogue with representatives of workers and employers (A/HRC/50/59);

Take urgent measures to ensure the highest attainable standard of health,
including those deprived of liberty, in particular by allocating adequate
resources to hospitals and health centres (A/HRC/50/59);

Ensure all mining in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela is carried out
in accordance with adequate human rights, sociocultural and
environmental impact studies, and meets national and international
environmental standards (A/HRC/44/54);

In compliance with international human rights standards, conduct
effective and transparent investigations and law enforcement operations
to dismantle criminal and armed groups controlling mining activities,
tackle corruption, and prosecute and sanction those responsible for
crimes and human rights violations in Arco Minero del Orinoco and the
surrounding area (A/HRC/44/54);

Rescind resolution No. 0010 related to mining in rivers (A/HRC/44/54);

Rights of specific groups

Adopt all necessary measures to ensure the safe, dignified and voluntary
return and sustainable reintegration of Venezuelan returnees; ensure their
access to healthcare and social protection, and their protection from
discrimination and stigmatization (A/HRC/44/20);

Ensure adequate and representative consultations are conducted with all
indigenous peoples prior to the adoption or implementation of any
decision, activity or measure that may affect them, including any impact
on their traditional lands, territories and resources (A/HRC/44/54);

Ensure that indigenous peoples are able to enjoy their collective right to
live in freedom, peace and security, and that they are able to own, use,
develop and control their lands, territories and resources, including
through the demarcation of traditional lands (A/HRC/44/54);

Provide redress to indigenous peoples affected by mining activities,
including in the Arco Minero del Orinoco region, in consultation with
them (A/HRC/44/54);

Establish a special voter register for indigenous people to ensure their
free and meaningful participation in the electoral processes
(A/HRC/50/59);

Cease any intimidation and attacks against indigenous peoples, including
leaders, and ensure their protection and take all necessary measures to
protect their individual and collective rights, including their right to land
(A/HRC/41/18);

Non-discrimination

Investigate allegations of discriminatory access to social protection
programmes, take all necessary measures to guarantee equal access to
such programmes, prioritizing the most marginalized groups, and
publicly informing on the findings and the implementation of the
measures (A/HRC/48/19);
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« Take all necessary measures to implement the Constitutional mandate to
recognize all indigenous territories and collective land rights at the
earliest, with particular emphasis on self-demarcation initiatives
(A/HRC/48/19);

Continue working in partnership and cooperating with the United Nations
system to ensure the human rights of people on the move within its
territory, particularly migrants and returnees, and investigate cases of
disappearances and allegations of human trafficking (A/HRC/48/19);

Ensure the implementation of the national environmental regulatory
framework to the oil and mining industries, particularly in the Arco
Minero del Orinoco region, and sign and ratify the Regional Agreement
on Access to Information, Public Participation and Justice in
Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean, also known
as the Escazl agreement (A/HRC/48/19);

Amend legislation to decriminalize abortion and ensure the provision of
appropriate sexual and reproductive health services (A/HRC/48/19);

Take all necessary measures to ensure equal access to the vaccine,
particularly for marginalized groups, with specific attention to this digital
divide (A/HRC/48/19);

Introduce a comprehensive law to prohibit all forms of discrimination,
including based on sexual orientation, gender identity and expression,
and sex characteristics, adequately penalize them (A/HRC/50/59);

Ensure prompt, thorough and effective investigation and prosecution of
cases of discrimination, hate crimes and femicides, while strengthening
protection measures, in consultation with relevant civil society
organizations (A/HRC/50/59);

Ensure legal recognition and protection of same sex relationships,
without discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity.
Repeal norms that criminalize consensual sexual acts between adults of
the same sex, in particular article 565 of the Organic Code of Military
Justice (A/HRC/50/59);

Ensure the right to identity and documentation for all persons, including
children (A/HRC/41/18);

Introduce legislation and policies promoting equitable participation of
women in the structures of political parties and on quotas to ensure gender
parity for nominations to elected positions, including governors and
mayors (A/HRC/50/59);

Ensure that official data and disaggregated information of public interest
is available, accessible and proactively disseminated, including
information related to gender-based violence and economic, social,
cultural and environmental rights (A/HRC/50/59);

Ensure measures are taken towards the progressive realization of the right
to an adequate standard of living of all the population, without
discrimination (A/HRC/50/59);

Engagement with OHCHR and human rights mechanisms

Increase engagement with international human rights protection
mechanisms, including the special procedures system, by receiving
regular official visits from mandate holders (A/HRC/44/20);

Accept and facilitate the establishment of a permanent OHCHR country
office (A/HRC/41/18);
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« Facilitate the establishment of an OHCHR office in the country as an
effective means of assisting the State in tackling the human rights
challenges and concerns addressed in the present report (A/HRC/44/20);

» Remain committed to the effective implementation of the joint workplan
signed with OHCHR and its engagement with international human rights
mechanisms (A/HRC/47/55);

 Continue to expand cooperation with OHCHR with a view at
implementing human rights-based recommendations, including those
stemming from international mechanisms, such as UN human rights
treaties bodies, the Special Procedures and the third cycle of the Universal
Periodic Review of the Human Rights Council (A/HRC/50/59);

« Accept and facilitate the establishment of a permanent OHCHR country
office (A/HRC/41/18);

Member States should:

(@)  Suspend or lift the sectoral unilateral coercive measures imposed on Venezuela
which impede the Government’s efforts to address the combined impact on the population of
the current humanitarian situation and the COVID-19 pandemic (A/HRC/48/19);

(b)  Continue their support to the humanitarian response in the Bolivarian Republic
of Venezuela, particularly with regards to the COVID-19 pandemic (A/HRC/48/19);

(c) Ensure a fair distribution of vaccines across countries, as a global public good
and accessible to all without discrimination in accordance with international legal norms and
in support of the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (A/HRC/48/19);

(d)  Ensure the rights of migrants from Venezuela in their respective territories and
investigate human rights violations or abuses committed against them (A/HRC/48/19).
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