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Note by the Executive Secreta:;,.y 

As recorrcrsrided by the Commission (Document E/CN.11/116), t~e 

Executhre Secreta~y has consulted. w::.th the Director-General of tha FAO 

rega:co:ng continued coopere.ticn bety?"een FAO and th.a Comrn.iss iO:i'.le This note 

desc:r·fhes the o-utcome of theso consultations and also the action taken on 

certain resolutions affecting Ii'AO. 

G-ene:?:al Princinles for Continued , CoopereM.on with FAO ----··-•· ----'- - '---'--'-' ....,. __ , __ ,,_ _____ _ 

Both FAO and tl1e Com~ission recognize that it is imp8rtant to 

define clearly the respective responsibilities of the two orGanizati0ns, 

and to coordinate 'tJ.eir work in orde1· to avoid overlapping of functions and 

duplication of effort. O:::i 28 July 1948, t:he Executive Secret3ry ad.dressed 

a filSLJC>l'andum. to t!l.e Direct or-General o:t' FAO as a basis for cHscussion of 

future -working a:::-:"angem,,:-its. The Di!"ectc-::--Genero.1, in a let·'.;er of 10 Auguet, 

was of the view tl:at for the tiLle being the two organizations should. proceed 

spe:;i::ic activities of cc:::nn.on concern to K'.A~~E a:'.'ld J:t"'AC as they n!'j_s,3, rather 

than atteBpt to d.inrelop a~1other detailed :tcn·mal aereement. It was further 

8tl('.,sested by FAO thg,t 2.t -tJhe n-.-.esen.t sterr,", tl1e + • t~ • ld i ' • c,'' --~•TO org"'!:.1:;.za ~.o-r..s e.twu 

agree on Certain hro'.?.d ~.,irJ.ncir;l-es a;1d consie..-sr ~t a lai: 3r cld.te whetl:er more 

d3t~il ad defin1·tJ·.c,.~ • w2.a C:.esiral~le. To t.hic the Exc-icu'c:!.-rre Se0:::·0tary agreed. 

0·:<g:na.1. isauei in 
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leadership on all non-egric:ilt:U'al :ro.s.ttorso The E~ecutive Sec:'.'etexy; ~/!1il0 

agreeing tlls.t tha m~in res:pm:sibility for all questions ccnc.:erning food and 

agriculture must necessa'.".'ily be F.t1.ois 1 questioned whether it was a:pr,:copriate 

for initiative to rest solely ¥i-th FAO. IIe :pointed out that the ComBission 

might desire to tak~ up some questicna concerning food and agriculture with 

the concvxre~ce of FAO, or re~uest FAO to conaider ~ore particularly some 

specific ao:pects nf the problems, and t:herefore suggested. that the words 

11:p1·:!mary ras:p:-nsi'biJ.ity" rathar than "in:!.tiu.tive" wculd be more appropriate. 

To this the FAO agreed. 

Jolnt Harking Ar!'anp;ements 

The first ex:s.mple of joint Korking arrangmr..ents bet\.rnen FAO and 

the Commission has been the Joint Fil.0/EGPJ!E Working Fa~y on Agriculturn.1 

Raq_uisites ~:hich has been meeting in Shanghai (Docu:i."llent E;'CNollil.17) and 

w:1ose progress report is contained in Document E/CN.lJ/135. Similar jofat 

working arra~cements may be established when appropriate, due care being 

takan to avoid t:10 d.ifficulties encov.ntered in this Worki11g Party. It has 

aJ.i::O been agreed that, in any subsid.lary 1,odies which nay be established. by 

FAO or tl:..e Colll!llission in AE:ia and the Far East uhich are o:f d.i:?:"ect or 

i11d:i.r0ct interest to both organizations, fu7. opportu..'11 ty should be given to 

the other organization to be represented. 

Attenticn io drmm to the suggestion contair,.ed in Do~·!.Ulle:rl:i 

E/CN,11/138 on organizationaJ. structure, that it might provfj de0:l.rable to 

f,:;llow the e.x8illple of the FAO and the ECE by setting up a joi:it FAO-ECAFE 

ad hoe committee on agricultural matters of mutual interest to the two · 

organizations? It may be noted by way of an alternative, howe·9·er, that 

this FAO-EGE ad hec comm.i ttee has approved. a proposal s~i.Jrai tted joint:!.y by 

the Director-General o~ FAO and the ~xecutive Secretary of ECE to set up 

a "Comrn:i:ttee on Agrici:ltural Problems'•' withi!t the frame,rn:i..~k of ECE, this 

co:iEl.ittee to be serviced. by the staffs of ths two organizations in cooperation-

This proposal awaits confirmat:.on by ECE. 

The FAO wiJ.l sho1·tly set up a Tiegional Office for P.sfa. e..--i.r'.:. the 

/Far Eas~ 
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Far East which will greatly facilitat8 dooperation at the Secretariat level 

between FAO and the Commission. 

Report by FAO on Food and Agric~ltural Conditions in ECAFE Region 

The Cammissiori1}{in its Resolution (E/CN.11/116) at the Third 
·:Ji' 

Seee1on, also requested the FAO to present to the Commission at each session 

a detailed factual report on the food and agricultural conditions in the 

countries of the ECAFE reeion, deecribins 1n particular, with respect to 

each important food and agricultural c0Diaod1ty, the situation as it had 

developed since the preceding session and the measures taken, whether by 

member governments or by specialized agencies or other inter-governmental 

organizations . . ·· • The FAO, in response to thie request, baa nsroed to :present a 

full report in the autumn of eso~ JG»'~ briefer reports for other sessions 

of the Commission. The report for the Fourth Session will be circulated .. . 

later. 

Conference .of ~1culture.l Officials 

In the Resolution (E/CN.11/117) passed at its Third Session, the 

Commission recommended that a conference of officials engaged in the task 

of reconstruction in relation to food and agriculture in the ECAJ.,'"E region· 

might be called jointly by the FAO and the Commission as soon as the Joint 

Working Party had collected sufficient 1nfo:nnat1on on the possibilities of 

increased production through improved supplies of agricultural requisites, 

to consider, in consultation with the Working Party, the practical nmthods 

o:f 1mplene:nting national food and agricult'..trc:.l plans. To this l!"'AO eg:teed. 

The Executive Secretary originally suggested convening the conference early 

in October 1948, but in the light of the progress of the Working Party, 

both organizations have agreed that a later date would be more suitable. 

No definite date has yet been decided. 

Technical Conference on Timber 

In reply to the request made by the Commission (E/CN.11/119), the 

FAO etuted that the subject of timber standardization would definitely be 

included 1n the agenda of the Far Eastern Forestry and Timber Conf3r9nce 

• /to be conv~ned 
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to be convened by FAO ear~ 1n 1949. The exact date and the place of the 

Timber Conference will be notified by FAO when ~cided. 

In regard to the Commission's furtber ·request for FAO to call a 

prior meeting of experts, FAO suggested instead that a Working Party on 

Standardization should be established within the framework of the conference 

and instructed to report on its findings to the Conference. 

Appeal for Bringing Down the Prices of Essential Commodities 

In regard to the Resolution (E/CN.11/118) on the need to reduce 

the prices of easent_ial commodities, the Executive Secretary, early in JulY, 

addressed letters to governments, the Food and Agriculture Organization and 

the Interim-Coordinating Committee for International Commodity Arrangements, 

enquiring what measures had been, or might be, taken to meet this need. 

Replies were received from Hongkong, the Kingdom of Cambodia and Indo-Cij1na, 

and also from the FAO and the ICCICA. All stressed the complexity of the 

problem. In Inda-China a commission of study has been set up to examine 

measures for reducing the cost of living. The FAO referred to the proposed 

International Wheat Agreement, which unfortunately has not come into operation. 

The ICCICA made two suggestions: (1) that the subject matter of the resolution 

be brought up by government representatives at meetings of international 

commodity groups, and (2) that the Commission might consider the adoption 

of a resolution similar to one adopted at the First Session of the Economic 

Cc:rmnission for Latin America, recommending governments to ador,t the principles 

and practices set· forth in Chapter VI of the Ha-r~~ .. ~ Charter in regard to the 

treatment of primary commoditiee; it is thought that such a resolution would 

f acilitate steps· towards wider participation in any commodity groups in 

wh~ch there ie inadequate consumer participation and also towards adoption 

of the Havana Charter procedures where no group exists. _ 

In view of the wide sc~pe of the resolution, dealing as it does 

".-ith the prices of all eEJeential commodities and not merely of cereals or 

agricultural products, it is for the Commission to decide what further a.ction 

is called for in the matter. 




