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Note by the Executive Secretary

As recommsnded by the Commission (Document E/CN.11/116), the
EAecuuive Secretary has consulted W“tﬂ the Director-General of ths FAO
regarding continued cooperaticn between FAO and the Commiséionc This noue
describes the outcome of these consultations end also the action taken on
certain resoluticns affecting FAO.

Ceneral Princivles for Continued. Cooperation with FAQ

Both FAO and the Commission recogaize that it is lmrortanu to

define clearly the respective responsibilitiesvof the two organizations,

and to coordinate their vork in order to svoid overlapping of functions and
duplication of effort. On 28 July 1948, the Executive Secretary addressed

& merorandum to the Dircchor-Cen ral of FAC as a basis for discussion of
future. working arrangemsnts. The Directer-General, in a 1et§er of 10 Auvguet,
was of the view that for the time being the two org anlzatlons should prcceed
under the overall agresuont belveen the United Nations 2nd FAD to comsiler
SPesiiic activities of common concern to EZAFE and FAC as they ariss, rather
than attempt to cevelop another detailed fowms mal agreement. It was further
Sugiested by FAC thnat at the rresent stege the two orgsnizations sh ulﬁ
agrec on csriain hvoad vrincizles and consilzr =235 a latsy date whetker more
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leadership on all. non-sgricultural matteors. The Executive Secretexry, wvhils
agreeing thet ths mein responsibility for all questions ccncerning fqod and
agriculture must necessaxrily be FAO's; questioned whether 1t was arpropriate
for initiative to rest solely with FAO. Te pointed out that the Commission
might deslre to take up some questions concerning food and agriculture with
the concurrence of FAO, or recuest FAO to consider more particularly some
specific aspects nf the problems, and therefore suggested that the words
"vrimary responsibility" rather than "initiative" would be more appropriate.
To this the FAOQ agreed.

Jolint Vorking Arrangenents

The first exsmple of Jjoint Wdrkiné errangerments between FAO and
.the Comission has been the Joint FAQ/ECAFE Working Party on Agricultwral
Reguisites which has been mesting in Shanghrai {Document EfCNallfllT) and
whose progress report is contained in Document E/CN.11/135. Similar joint
working arvangements may be establishedehen appropriate, due care btelng
taken to avoid the difficulties encountered in this Working Party. It has
élao been agreed that, in any subsidiary bodies which may be estebiished by
FAQ or the_Commission in Asia and the Fer East wvhich are of direct or
indirect inbtersst to both organizations, an opportunity should be given to
the other organizat;on to be represented. |

Aﬁfenticn is arawn to the suggestion contaired in Document
E/CI.11/138 on organizationai structure, that it might rrove desirable to
follow the example of the FAO and the ECE by setting up a Jjoint FAO-ECAFE
ed hoc cormittee on egricultural matters of mutual interest to the two-
organizations., It may be noted by way of an alternative, however, that
this FAO-ECE ad hoc cpmmittee has approved a proposel submitted Jointly bY
the Director-General of FAO'and the Ixecutive Secretary cf ECE %o set up
a "Committee on Agriculiural Problems® within the framework of ECE, this
coomitiee to be serviced by the staffs cf ths two orgaenizaticns in cooperation
This proposal awaits confirmatZon by ECE.

The FAO will shoxtly set up a Regional Office for Asia and the

/Far Fast



E/CN.11/13k
Page 3

Far East which will greatly facilitdt8 dooperation at the Secretariat level

between FAO and the Commission.

Report by FAO on Food and Agricultural Conditions in FCAFE Region

The Commission,,in 1ts Resolution (E/CN.11/116) et the Third

Seassion, also requeeted the FAO to present to the Conmission at each session
a detailed factual report on the food and agricultural conditions in the
countries of the ECAFE region, describing in perticular, with respect to
éach important food and agricultural comiodity, the situation as it had
developed since the preceding session and the measures teken, whether by
member goﬁernments or by specislized agencises or other inter-governmental
organizaticns. --The FAO, in response t¢ this réquest; has agroeed to present a
full report in the autumn of eaoh yesr and brisfer reports for other sessions
of the Commiséion. The report for the Tourth Session will be circulated

later.

Conference of Agricultural Officials

. | In the Resolution (E/CN.11/117) passed at 1ts Third Session, the
Commission recommended that a conference of officials engaged in the task
of reconstruction in relation to food and agriculture in the ECAFE region
might be called Jjointly by the FAO and the Commiss;on as socn as the Joint
Working Party had collected sufficient information on the'possibilities of
increased production through improvad supplies of agricﬁltﬁral requisites,
Ito consider, in consultation with the Working Party, the practicel msthods
of imnlemsnting national food and agricultaral pleng. To this FAO egreed.
The Executive Secretary originally suggested convening the conference early
in October 19h8, but in the light of the progress of the Working Party;
béth organiiations have agreed that a later date would be morévsuitable.
No definite date has.yet been decided.

Technical Conference on Timber

In reply to the request made by the Cormission (E/CN.11/119), the
FAO stoted that the subject of timber standardization would definitely be
included in the agenda of the Far Eastern Forestry and Timber Confarsnce

~ /to be convened
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to be convened by FAO early in i9ﬁ9. The exact dete and the place Qf the
Timber Conference will be notified by FAO when decided.

Tn regard to the Commission’s further request for FAO to call &
prior meeting of experts, FAQ sﬁggested instead that a Vorking Party on
Standardization should be esteblished within thé framework of the conference
and instructed to report on its findings to the Conference.

Appeal for Bringing Down the Prices of Essential Commodities

In regard to the Resolution (E/CN.11/118) on the need to reduce
the prices of essent;al cormodities, the Executive Secretary, early in July,
addressed letters to governments, the Food and Agriculture Organizetion and
the Interim-Coordinating Committee for International Commodity Arrangements,
enquiring what measures had been, or might be, taken to meet this need.
Replies were received from Hongkong, the Kingdom of Cambodla and Indo-China,
and also from the FAO and the ICCICA. All stressed the camplexity of the
problem. In Indo-China a commission of study has been set up to examine
measures for reducing the cost of living. The FAO referred to the proposed
International Wheat Agreement, which unfortunately has not come into operation.
The ICCICA made two suggestions: (1) that the subject matter of the resolution
be brought up by government representatives at meetings of international
commodity groups, end (2) that the Commission might consider the adoption
of a resolution similar to one a&opted at the First Session of the Economic
Ccnmission for Latin Americe, recommending governments to adopt the principles
and préctices set forth in Chapter VI of the Havuua Charter in regard to the
treatment of primary commodities; it is thought that such‘a resolution would
facilitate steps towards wider participastion in any commodity groups in
vh.ch there is inadequate consumer participetion end also towards adoption
of the Havana Charter procedﬁres‘where no group exists.

In view of the wide scope of the resolution, dealing as it does
with the prices of &all essentilal. commodities and not merely of cereals or
agricultural products, it is for the Commission to decide what further action

1g called for in the matter.





