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Introduction

1. The Second Committee held a substantive debate on agenda item 16 (see
A/78/459, para. 2). An account of the Committee’s consideration of the sub-item is
contained in the relevant summary records.!

Consideration of proposals

Draft resolution A/C.2/78/L.5/Rev.1 and the amendment contained
in document A/C.2/78/L.71

2. Atthe 21st meeting, on 9 November 2023, the representative of Cuba (on behalf
of the States Members of the United Nations that are members of the Group of 77 and
China) introduced a draft resolution entitled “International trade and development”
(A/C.2/78/L.5).

3. At the 22nd meeting, on 20 November 2023, the Committee had before it a
revised draft resolution entitled “International trade and development”
(A/C.2/78/L.5/Rev.1), submitted by the sponsors of draft resolution A/C.2/78/L.5.

4. Also at the same meeting, the Committee rejected an amendment to draft
resolution A/C.2/78/L.5/Rev.1 as contained in document A/C.2/78/L.71 by a recorded
vote of 111 to 48, with 4 abstentions.? The voting was as follows:
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* The report of the Committee on this item is being issued in nine parts, under the symbols

A/78/459, A/78/459/Add.1, A/78/459/Add.2, A/78/459/Add.3, A/78/459/Add.4, A/78/459/Add.5,
A/78/459/Add.6, A/78/459/Add.7 and A/78/459/Add.8.

1 See A/C.2/78/SR.8, A/C.2/78/SR.9, A/C.2/78/SR.11, A/C.2/78/SR.21, A/C.2/78/SR.22 and
A/C.2/78/SR.24.

2 The delegation of Fiji subsequently indicated that they had intended not to participate in the
vote. The delegation of Guyana subsequently indicated that they had intended to vote against.
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In favour:

Albania, Andorra, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, Estonia,
Fiji, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland,
Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco,
Montenegro, Netherlands (Kingdom of the), New Zealand, North Macedonia,
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania,
San Marino, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine and
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Against:

Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Azerbaijan, Bahamas,
Bahrain, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State
of), Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde,
Cambodia, Cameroon, Chile, China, Céte d’Ivoire, Cuba, Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador,
Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea,
Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan,
Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania,
Mauritius, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nauru,
Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea,
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saint Lucia,
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone,
Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Sri Lanka,
Sudan, Suriname, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste,
Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Tiirkiye, Turkmenistan, Uganda, United
Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America,
Uruguay, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Abstaining:
Colombia, Costa Rica, Japan and Mexico.

5. At the 22nd meeting, a statement in explanation of vote after the vote was made
by the representative of Colombia.

6. At the same meeting, a statement after the vote was made by Spain (on behalf
of the European Union).

7. At the same meeting, the Committee decided to retain operative paragraph 28
of draft resolution A/C.2/78/L.5/Rev.1 by a recorded vote of 117 to 51, with
3 abstentions. The voting was as follows:?

In favour:
Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Benin, Bhutan,
Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina
Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Cameroon, Central African Republic,
Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Cuba,
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Djibouti, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana,
Guatemala, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran
(Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao
People’s Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi,
Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mongolia, Morocco,
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3 The delegation of Mexico subsequently indicated that they had intended to vote in favour. The
delegation of New Zealand subsequently indicated that they had intended to vote against.
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Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman,
Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Qatar,
Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,
Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands,
Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Sudan, Suriname, Syrian Arab Republic,
Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia,
Turkmenistan, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania,
Uruguay, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Against:

Albania, Andorra, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, Equatorial Guinea,
Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Guinea, Hungary, Iceland,
Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
Malta, Monaco, Montenegro, Netherlands (Kingdom of the), North Macedonia,
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania,
San Marino, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Switzerland,
Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United
States of America.

Abstaining:

Mexico, New Zealand and Tirkiye.

At the same meeting, the Committee decided to retain operative paragraph 29

of draft resolution A/C.2/78/L.5/Rev.1 by a recorded vote of 119 to 43, with
8 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:

Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Azerbaijan, Bahamas,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia
(Plurinational State of), Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso,
Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad,
Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Cuba, Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt,
El Salvador, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic
Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People’s
Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi,
Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mongolia, Morocco,
Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway,
Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines,
Qatar, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon
Islands, Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname,
Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Togo, Trinidad and
Tobago, Tunisia, Tiirkiye, Turkmenistan, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United
Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Against:

Albania, Andorra, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria,
Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, Equatorial Guinea, Estonia, Finland,
France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy,
Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, Montenegro,
Nauru, Netherlands (Kingdom of the), North Macedonia, Poland, Portugal,
Republic of Moldova, Romania, San Marino, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland and Ukraine.
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Abstaining:
Australia, Canada, Japan, Mexico, New Zealand, Republic of Korea, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of America.

9. Also at the 22nd meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A/C.2/78/L.5/Rev.1 as a whole (see para. 25).

10. At the same meeting, statements after adoption were made by the representatives
of Spain (on behalf of the European Union), India, the Russian Federation, the United
States of America, Belarus and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland.

Draft resolution A/C.2/78/L.6/Rev.1 and the amendments
contained in documents A/C.2/78/CRP.2, A/C.2/78/CRP.3 and
A/C.2/78/CRP.4

11. At the 21st meeting, on 9 November 2023, the representative of Cuba (on behalf
of the States Members of the United Nations that are members of the Group of 77 and
China) introduced a draft resolution entitled “Unilateral economic measures as a
means of political and economic coercion against developing countries”
(A/C.2/78/L.6).

12. At the 24th meeting, on 21 November 2023, the Committee had before it a
revised draft resolution entitled “Unilateral economic measures as a means of political
and economic coercion against developing countries” (A/C.2/78/L.6/Rev.1),
submitted by the sponsors of draft resolution A/C.2/78/L.6.

13. At the same meeting, the Committee rejected an amendment to draft resolution
A/C.2/78/L.6/Rev.1 as contained in document A/C.2/78/CRP.2 by a recorded vote of
117 to 48, with 5 abstentions. The voting was as follows:*

In favour:

Albania, Andorra, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, Estonia,
Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel,
Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco,
Montenegro, Netherlands (Kingdom of the), New Zealand, North Macedonia,
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania,
San Marino, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Ukraine, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of America.

Against:
Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh,
Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State of),
Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde,
Cambodia, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros,
Congo, Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Cuba, Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea,
Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau,
Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq,
Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s
Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi,
Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mongolia, Morocco,
Mozambique, Namibia, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan,

4 The delegation of Equatorial Guinea subsequently indicated that they had intended to vote
against.
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Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian
Federation, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands,
Somalia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Syrian Arab Republic,
Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia,
Turkmenistan, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania,
Uzbekistan, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Abstaining:
Equatorial Guinea, Japan, Mexico, Switzerland and Tiirkiye.

14. At the same meeting, the Committee rejected an amendment to draft resolution
A/C.2/78/L.6/Rev.1 as contained in document A/C.2/78/CRP.3 by a recorded vote of
120 to 48, with 3 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:

Albania, Andorra, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy,
Japan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco,
Montenegro, Netherlands (Kingdom of the), New Zealand, North Macedonia,
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania,
San Marino, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Ukraine, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of America.

Against:

Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Azerbaijan, Bahamas,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia
(Plurinational State of), Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso,
Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China,
Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Cuba, Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt,
El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana,
Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, India,
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakhstan,
Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Malli,
Mauritania, Mauritius, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Nepal,
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea,
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and
Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saudi Arabia, Senegal,
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Africa, Sri Lanka,
Sudan, Suriname, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste,
Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkmenistan, Uganda, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Viet Nam,
Yemen, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Abstaining:
Mexico, Switzerland and Tiirkiye.

15. Also at the same meeting, the Committee rejected an amendment to draft
resolution A/C.2/78/L.6/Rev.1 as contained in document A/C.2/78/CRP.4 by a
recorded vote of 120 to 48, with 3 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Albania, Andorra, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan,
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Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Mexico, Monaco,
Montenegro, Netherlands (Kingdom of the), New Zealand, North Macedonia,
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania,
San Marino, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine and
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Against:

Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Azerbaijan, Bahamas,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia
(Plurinational State of), Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso,
Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China,
Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Cuba, Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt,
El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana,
Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, India,
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakhstan,
Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali,
Mauritania, Mauritius, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Nepal,
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea,
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and
Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saudi Arabia, Senegal,
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Africa, Sri Lanka,
Sudan, Suriname, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste,
Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkmenistan, Uganda, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Viet Nam,
Yemen, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Abstaining:
Israel, Tirkiye and United States of America.

16. At the 24th meeting, statements in explanation of vote after the vote were made
by the representatives of Singapore and Switzerland.

17. At the same meeting, Russian Federation joined in sponsoring the draft
resolution.

18. Also at the same meeting, the representative of the Syrian Arab Republic made
a statement on a point of order, to which the Chair responded.

19. At the 24th meeting, statements before adoption were made by the
representatives of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and the Russian Federation.

20. At the same meeting, statements in explanation of vote before the vote were
made by the representatives of the United States of America, Lithuania and the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

21. Also at the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A/C.2/78/L.6/Rev.1 by a recorded vote of 132 to 8, with 42 abstentions (see para. 25).
The voting was as follows:

In favour:
Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Benin, Bhutan,
Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina
Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Cameroon, Central African Republic,
Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire,
Cuba, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Djibouti, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon,
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Gambia, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti,
Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan,
Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kiribati, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic
Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives,
Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique,
Myanmar, Namibia, Nauru, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan,
Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian
Federation, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Singapore,
Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Suriname, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Togo,
Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkmenistan, Tuvalu, Uganda, United
Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Vanuatu,
Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Against:

Australia, Canada, Israel, Lithuania, New Zealand, Ukraine, United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of America.

Abstaining:

22.

Albania, Andorra, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria,
Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia,
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Liechtenstein,
Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, Montenegro, Netherlands (Kingdom of the),
North Macedonia, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of
Moldova, Romania, San Marino, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland and Tiirkiye.

At the 24th meeting, the representatives of Spain (on behalf of the the European

Union) and Belarus made statements in explanation of vote after the vote.

23.

At the same meeting, statements after adoption were made by the representatives

of Cuba, Zimbabwe and the Syrian Arab Republic.

24. Also at the same meeting, statements in exercise of right of reply were made by
the representatives of the United States of America, the Syrian Arab Republic and the
Russian Federation.
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II1.

Recommendations of the Second Committee

25. The Second Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of
the following draft resolutions:

International trade and development

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 56/178 of 21 December 2001, 57/235 of 20 December
2002, 58/197 of 23 December 2003, 59/221 of 22 December 2004, 60/184 of
22 December 2005, 61/186 of 20 December 2006, 62/184 of 19 December 2007,
63/203 of 19 December 2008, 64/188 of 21 December 2009, 65/142 of 20 December
2010, 66/185 of 22 December 2011, 67/196 of 21 December 2012, 68/199 of
20 December 2013, 69/205 of 19 December 2014, 70/187 of 22 December 2015,
71/214 of 21 December 2016, 72/202 of 20 December 2017, 73/219 of 20 December
2018, 74/201 of 19 December 2019, 75/203 of 21 December 2020, 76/190 of
17 December 2021 and 77/151 of 14 December 2022,

Reaffirming its resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled “Transforming
our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, in which it adopted a
comprehensive, far-reaching and people-centred set of universal and transformative
Sustainable Development Goals and targets, its commitment to working tirelessly for
the full implementation of the Agenda by 2030, its recognition that eradicating
poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme poverty, is the greatest
global challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable development, its
commitment to achieving sustainable development in its three dimensions —
economic, social and environmental — in a balanced and integrated manner, and to
building upon the achievements of the Millennium Development Goals and seeking
to address their unfinished business,

Reaffirming also its resolution 69/313 of 27 July 2015 on the Addis Ababa
Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for Development,
which is an integral part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, supports
and complements it, helps to contextualize its means of implementation targets with
concrete policies and actions, and reaffirms the strong political commitment to
address the challenge of financing and creating an enabling environment at all levels
for sustainable development in the spirit of global partnership and solidarity,

Recognizing the need to ensure that the benefits of trade are more widely shared,

Reaffirming World Trade Organization decision WT/MIN(15)/48-WT/L/982 of
19 December 2015 on the implementation of preferential treatment in favour of
services and service suppliers of the least developed countries and increasing their
participation in services trade and decision WT/L/508/Add.1 of 25 July 2012 on
accession by the least developed countries, encouraging progress on the
implementation of the World Trade Organization work programme on small
economies, which supports their efforts towards sustainable development, as also
reflected in the outcome document of the third International Conference on Small
Island Developing States, the SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA)
Pathway,! and stressing that Aid for Trade and targeted trade-related capacity-
building are essential to integrating developing countries, in particular the least
developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing
States, into the international trading system,

! Resolution 69/15, annex.
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Recognizing the critical role of women as producers and traders and the need to
address their specific challenges in order to facilitate their full, equal and meaningful
participation in domestic, regional and international trade,

Recognizing also that multilateral rules and disciplines are the best guarantee
against protectionism and are fundamental to the transparency, predictability and
stability of international trade,

Noting the commitments to working to ensure that bilateral, regional and
plurilateral trade agreements complement the multilateral trading system, recognizing
that they can play an important role in complementing global liberalization initiatives,
and in this regard recalling, inter alia, the entry into force of the Agreement
Establishing the African Continental Free Trade Area, on 30 May 2019, and
welcoming ongoing efforts to fully operationalize the Agreement, including the
commencement of actual trading under the Agreement aimed at doubling
intra-African trade to deliver economic transformation and strengthen Africa’s
resilience, including food security and nutrition, COVID-19 recovery and
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals,

Noting with great concern the severe negative impact on human health, safety
and well-being caused by the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, as well as
the severe disruption to societies and economies and the devastating impact on lives
and livelihoods, and that the poorest and most vulnerable are the hardest hit by the
pandemic, reaffirming the ambition to get back on track to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals by designing and implementing sustainable and inclusive
recovery strategies to accelerate progress towards the full implementation of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development and to help to reduce the risk of and build
resilience to future shocks, crises and pandemics, including by strengthening health
systems and achieving universal health coverage, and recognizing that equitable and
timely access for all to safe, quality, effective and affordable COVID-19 vaccines,
therapeutics and diagnostics are an essential part of a global response based on unity,
solidarity, renewed multilateral cooperation and the principle of leaving no one behind,

Noting with concern the fragile and highly uncertain global socioeconomic
outlook, persisting negative effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, geopolitical tensions
and conflicts and current multiple crises, which increased pressure on food, energy
and finance, affecting many countries around the world and their ability to achieve
the Sustainable Development Goals,

Deeply concerned that the COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted trade, transport,
tourism, cross-border travel, commodity markets, investment, debt service and
financial flows, including remittances, with significant impacts on the poorest and the
most vulnerable and the operation of global value chains, affecting all sectors of the
economy, including micro-, small and medium-sized enterprises and people’s lives,
especially in developing and least developed countries, compounding the challenges
posed by climate change, which have had a devastating impact on sustainable
development and humanitarian needs, including on poverty eradication, reduction of
inequalities, including gender inequality, livelihoods, ending hunger, food security
and nutrition, education, environmentally sound waste management and access to
health care, particularly in developing countries, including countries in special
situations, as well as countries facing specific challenges and those most affected by
the pandemic and its socioeconomic consequences, and that restrictive trade measures
and the lack of transparency and cooperation within the multilateral trading system
have affected access for all to safe, quality, effective and affordable COVID-19
vaccines, other essential goods and basic and nutritious foodstuffs,

Reiterating the pledge that no one will be left behind, reaffirming the
recognition that the dignity of the human person is fundamental, and the wish to see
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the Goals and targets met for all nations and peoples and for all segments of society,
and recommitting to endeavour to reach the furthest behind first,

1. Takes note of the report of the Trade and Development Board of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development? and the report of the Secretary-
General;®

2. Reaffirms that international trade is an engine for inclusive growth and
poverty eradication and that it contributes to the promotion of sustainable development,
structural transformation and industrialization, particularly in developing countries;

3. Underscores that a universal, rules-based, open, transparent, predictable,
inclusive, non-discriminatory and equitable multilateral trading system should
contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals, providing policy
space for national development objectives, poverty eradication and sustainable
development, consistent with relevant international rules and countries’ commitments,
and promote export-led growth in the developing countries through, inter alia,
preferential trade access for developing countries, targeted special and differential
treatment that responds to the development needs of individual countries, and the
elimination of trade barriers that are inconsistent with World Trade Organization
agreements;

4.  Recalls the ministerial decision of 7 December 2013 on duty-free and
quota-free market access for least developed countries,* recognizes that nearly all
developed country members of the World Trade Organization provide either full or
nearly full duty-free and quota-free market access to least developed country products
and that a number of developing country members of the World Trade Organization also
grant a significant degree of duty-free and quota-free market access to least developed
country products, and takes note of the adoption of trading arrangements that further
extend preferential market access for the benefit of other developing States;

5. Welcomes the commitment of World Trade Organization members to work
towards the necessary reform of the Organization, with the aim of improving all its
functions, while reaffirming the foundational principles of the Organization, and to
conduct discussions with a view to having a fully and well-functioning dispute
settlement system accessible to all members by 2024, while taking advantage of the
available opportunities, addressing the challenges that the Organization is facing and
ensuring the Organization’s proper functioning; the work shall be member-driven, open,
transparent, inclusive and must address the interests of all members, including
development issues; and notes the contribution of the multilateral trading system to
promote the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development® and its Sustainable
Development Goals;

6.  Reaffirms that maintaining stable trade flows is essential to urgently
addressing the multiple global crises, inter alia, of food, energy and finance faced by
developing countries, as well as enhancing food security and nutrition in these countries;

7. Underscores the urgent need to keep markets, including for food, fertilizer
and agriculture, open, equitable, transparent, non-discriminatory and predictable by
eliminating trade-restrictive measures and distortions, speculations and hoarding
through the reform of the multilateral trade rules on agriculture, according to World
Trade Organization mandates, and to ensure sustained food security and nutrition of
countries, particularly the least developed and net food-importing developing countries;
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8.  Encourages cooperation among countries to improve agricultural
productivity and trade with a view to increasing the availability, accessibility and
affordability of food to help address global food security;

9.  Notes with concern that certain forms of support for agricultural producers
are either trade-distorting or harmful to nature and health, and reaffirms its
commitment to correct and prevent trade restrictions and distortions in world
agricultural markets, including through the parallel elimination of all forms of
agricultural export subsidies and all export measures with equivalent effect,
highlights the need to address trade-distorting domestic support in agriculture, and
looks forward to continuing the World Trade Organization negotiations consistent
with existing mandates to further reform agricultural trade rules, with a view to
achieving concrete and positive results at the thirteenth Ministerial Conference;

10. Stresses the continuing importance of the provision and mobilization of
new and additional means of implementation, such as climate finance, technology
transfer on mutually agreed terms and capacity-building to developing countries, for
expanding trade in renewable energy, that can contribute to ensure access to
affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy and in line with their national
development priorities, including through making clean and renewable energy
technologies available for all;

11.  Recognizes the role of services to global economic output and employment
and in supporting global and regional connectivity and business continuity in times
of crises and post-crisis recovery, in this respect underlines the critical role of
services, digital technology and creative economy, and notes that the COVID-19
pandemic has had a significant impact on services trade and services sectors,
particularly for developing countries, including the least developed countries;

12. Underscores the continuing need for international support to increase
economic resilience and diversification of commodity-dependent developing
countries in such a way that their structural transformation is sustainable and
economically meaningful;

13.  Calls upon Member States to take complementary actions at the national
level to strengthen domestic enabling environments and implement sound domestic
policies and reforms conducive to realizing the potential of trade for inclusive growth
and sustainable development;

14. Reaffirms the importance of promoting regional economic integration of
developing countries to foster trade recovery and development, and in this regard
welcomes ongoing efforts to fully operationalize the Agreement Establishing the
African Continental Free Trade Area, including the commencement of actual trading
under the Agreement aimed at doubling intra-African trade to deliver economic
transformation and strengthen Africa’s resilience, including food security and
nutrition, COVID-19 recovery and achievement of the Sustainable Development
Goals, and notes the progress made in the implementation of the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement;

15. Reiterates that States will not be able to achieve the ambitious Goals and
targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development without a revitalized and
enhanced global partnership and comparably ambitious means of implementation and
that a revitalized global partnership will facilitate an intensive global engagement in
support of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, bringing together Governments,
civil society, the private sector, the United Nations system and other actors and
mobilizing all available resources;
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16. Reaffirms the commitments made through the adoption of the Addis Ababa
Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for Development®
in, inter alia, international trade as an important action area for sustainable
development, and looks forward to the convening of a fourth international conference
on financing for development;

17.  Recommits firmly to promoting a rules-based, non-discriminatory, open, fair,
inclusive, equitable and transparent multilateral trading system, with the World Trade
Organization at its core, as well as meaningful trade liberalization, and with a strong
development dimension in line with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
while preserving the fundamental principles of the World Trade Organization;

18. Encourages the development and the implementation of inclusive trade
policies that can contribute to advancing gender equality and women’s economic
empowerment, which has a positive impact on economic growth and helps to reduce
poverty;

19. Welcomes the successful conclusion of the twelfth Ministerial Conference
of the World Trade Organization, held in Geneva from 12 to 17 June 2022, under the
presidency of the Government of Kazakhstan, and looks forward to the convening of
the thirteenth Ministerial Conference, to be held from 26 to 29 February 2024 in Abu
Dhabi, United Arab Emirates;

20. Emphasizes the need to continue combating protectionism in all its forms
and to rectify any trade-distorting measures, including trade barriers, that are
inconsistent with World Trade Organization rules, recognizing the right of countries,
in particular developing countries, to fully utilize flexibilities consistent with their
World Trade Organization commitments and obligations, and emphasizes that the
work of the World Trade Organization shall continue to promote sustainable economic
development with provisions for special and differential treatment remaining integral;

21. Takes note with appreciation of the ministerial decision on the TRIPS
Agreement that was adopted at the twelfth Ministerial Conference of the World Trade
Organization to authorize the use of the subject matter of a patent required for the
production and supply of COVID-19 vaccines without the consent of the right holder
to the extent necessary to address the COVID-19 pandemic, in accordance with the
provisions of article 31 of the TRIPS Agreement,” and recognizes that paragraph 8 of
the ministerial decision on the TRIPS Agreement (WT/MIN(22)/30) states that
members of the World Trade Organization will decide on the extension of the ministerial
decision to cover the production and supply of COVID-19 diagnostics and therapeutics;

22. Calls for enhancing the capacity of the multilateral trading system to
increase pandemic and disaster preparedness and resilience through a multifaceted
response, including by strengthening the resilience of global supply chains, including
short-term measures such as trade facilitation, transparency and restraint in relation
to export restrictions on vaccines, therapeutics and diagnostics supplies, as well as
the rapid scaling up and expansion of vaccine production globally, including in
developing countries, and welcomes the ministerial declaration on the World Trade
Organization response to the COVID-19 pandemic and preparedness for future
pandemics, adopted on 17 June 2022;8

o

Resolution 69/313, annex.

See World Trade Organization, ministerial decision on the TRIPS Agreement (WT/MIN(22)/30),
adopted on 17 June 2022.

8 World Trade Organization, document WT/MIN(22)/31.
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23. Recalls the decision at the twelfth Ministerial Conference of the World
Trade Organization not to impose export restrictions on foodstuffs purchased for
non-commercial humanitarian purposes by the World Food Programme;®

24. Urges the members of the World Trade Organization to start the effective
implementation and monitoring of the Marrakesh Ministerial Decision on Measures
Concerning the Possible Negative Effects of the Reform Programme on Least
Developed and Net Food-Importing Developing Countries,’® and notes the
importance of having a dedicated work programme to operationalize it, according to
World Trade Organization mandates, to ensure sustained food security and nutrition,
including in the least developed and net food-importing developing countries;

25. Underlines that any emergency measures introduced to address food
security concerns shall minimize trade distortions as far as possible, be temporary,
targeted, transparent and be notified and implemented in accordance with World
Trade Organization rules, and underscores that particular regard should be given to
the effect that such measures have on developing countries, including the least
developed and net food-importing developing countries;

26. Welcomes the adoption of the Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies!! at the
twelfth Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organization regarding
Sustainable Development Goal target 14.6, and urges the members of the World Trade
Organization to promptly ratify or accept this agreement according to their domestic
procedures, aiming for an expedited entry into force, and encourages members to
continue negotiations on outstanding issues, with a view to making recommendations
by the thirteenth Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organization for
additional provisions that would achieve a comprehensive agreement on fisheries
subsidies, including through further disciplines on certain forms of fisheries subsidies
that contribute to overcapacity and overfishing, recognizing that appropriate and
effective special and differential treatment for developing country members and least
developed country members should be an integral part of these negotiations;

27. Underlines the importance of the Agreement on Trade Facilitation annexed
to the Protocol amending the Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the World Trade
Organization in improving transparency, expediting the movement, release and
clearance of goods, including goods in transit, and thereby reducing trade costs, and
in this regard encourages its full and effective implementation, including through
enhanced support towards its implementation;

28. Urges the international community to adopt urgent and effective measures
to eliminate the use of unilateral economic, financial or trade measures that are not
authorized by relevant organs of the United Nations, and that are inconsistent with
the principles of international law or the Charter of the United Nations or that
contravene the basic principles of the multilateral trading system and that affect, in
particular, but not exclusively, developing countries;

29. Notes that the use of policy instruments for environmental purposes with
potential impact on international trade can have unintended consequences for partner
countries, especially the least developed countries, which need to be addressed to aid
their pursuit of structural transformation and economic diversification;

30. Welcomes efforts to enhance South-South and triangular trade cooperation
under interregional trade arrangements, such as the Global System of Trade

©

See World Trade Organization, ministerial decision on World Food Programme food purchases
exemption from export prohibitions or restrictions (WT/MIN(22)/29), adopted on 17 June 2022.
See World Trade Organization, ministerial declaration on the emergency response to food
insecurity (WT/MIN(22)/28), adopted on 17 June 2022.

11 World Trade Organization, document WT/MIN(22)/W/22.
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Preferences among Developing Countries, as a vehicle to support export
diversification, economic resilience and technological upgrading;

31. Reiterates the important role of the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development as the focal point within the United Nations system for the
integrated treatment of trade and development and interrelated issues in the areas of
finance, technology, investment and sustainable development, and in contributing to
supporting the implementation of the 2030 Agenda,;

32.  Looks forward to the celebration of the sixtieth anniversary of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development expected in June 2024;

33. Recalls the holding of the fifteenth session of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development, held in Bridgetown from 3 to 7 October 2021,
and the adoption of its outcome document, the Bridgetown Covenant;*?

34. Reaffirms the commitment at the very heart of the 2030 Agenda to leave
no one behind and commit to taking more tangible steps to support people in
vulnerable situations and the most vulnerable countries and to reach the furthest
behind first;

35. Requests the Secretary-General, in collaboration with the secretariat of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, to submit to the General
Assembly at its seventy-ninth session a report on the implementation of the present
resolution and developments in the international trading system, including concrete
recommendations to accelerate the implementation of the Addis Ababa Action
Agenda in this regard, and decides to include in the provisional agenda of its seventy-
ninth session, under the item entitled “Macroeconomic policy questions”, the
sub-item entitled “International trade and development”.

2 United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, The Bridgetown Covenant: from
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Unilateral economic measures as a means of political and
economic coercion against developing countries

The General Assembly,
Recalling the relevant principles set forth in the Charter of the United Nations,

Reaffirming the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning
Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter of
the United Nations,* which states, inter alia, that no State may use or encourage the
use of unilateral economic, political or any other type of measures to coerce another
State in order to obtain from it the subordination of the exercise of its sovereign rights,

Bearing in mind the general principles governing the international trading
system and trade policies for development contained in relevant resolutions, rules and
provisions of the United Nations and the World Trade Organization,

Recalling its resolutions 44/215 of 22 December 1989, 46/210 of 20 December
1991, 48/168 of 21 December 1993, 50/96 of 20 December 1995, 52/181 of
18 December 1997, 54/200 of 22 December 1999, 56/179 of 21 December 2001,
58/198 of 23 December 2003, 60/185 of 22 December 2005, 62/183 of 19 December
2007, 64/189 of 21 December 2009, 66/186 of 22 December 2011, 68/200 of
20 December 2013, 70/185 of 22 December 2015, 72/201 of 20 December 2017,
74/200 of 19 December 2019 and 76/191 of 17 December 2021,

Recalling also paragraph 30 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,?
whereby States are strongly urged to refrain from promulgating and applying any
unilateral economic, financial or trade measures not in accordance with international
law and the Charter of the United Nations that impede the full achievement of
economic and social development, particularly in developing countries,

Gravely concerned that the use of unilateral coercive economic measures that
are inconsistent with the principles of international law and the Charter of the United
Nations adversely affects the economies and the development efforts of developing
countries in particular and has a general negative impact on international economic
cooperation and on worldwide efforts to move towards a non-discriminatory and open
multilateral trading system,

Recognizing that such measures constitute a flagrant violation of the principles
of international law as set forth in the Charter of the United Nations, as well as the
basic principles of the multilateral trading system,

Noting with great concern the severe negative impact on human health, safety
and well-being caused by the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, as well as
the severe disruption to societies and economies and the devastating impact on lives
and livelihoods, and that the poorest and most vulnerable are the hardest hit by the
pandemic, reaffirming the ambition to get back on track to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals by designing and implementing sustainable and inclusive
recovery strategies to accelerate progress towards the full implementation of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development and to help to reduce the risk of and build
resilience to future shocks, crises and pandemics, including by strengthening health
systems and achieving universal health coverage, and recognizing that equitable and
timely access for all to safe, quality, effective and affordable COVID-19 vaccines,
therapeutics and diagnostics are an essential part of a global response based on unity,

! Resolution 2625 (XXV), annex.
2 Resolution 70/1.
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solidarity, renewed multilateral cooperation and the principle of leaving no one
behind,

Taking note of the work of the Special Rapporteur on the negative impact of
unilateral coercive measures on the enjoyment of human rights in documenting the
impact of such measures on the economic and social development of developing
countries targeted by these measures and on achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals,

Considering that the continued enactment and application of unilateral
economic, financial or trade measures that are inconsistent with the principles of
international law and the Charter of the United Nations have a negative impact on the
capacity of targeted countries to recover from the ongoing effects of the COVID-19
pandemic, strengthen resilience to future shocks and pursue sustainable development,

Recognizing that unilateral economic, financial or trade measures that are
inconsistent with the principles of international law and the Charter of the United
Nations have a detrimental impact on all aspects of life in the targeted countries,
including in access to food, clean water and sanitation, electricity, adequate medicine,
medical equipment, prevention and control of diseases, training and up-to-date
scientific knowledge, technologies and research, hampering the ability of the targeted
countries to guarantee the well-being of their population,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;?

2. Urges the international community to adopt urgent and effective measures
to eliminate the use of unilateral economic, financial or trade measures that are not
authorized by relevant organs of the United Nations, that are inconsistent with the
principles of international law or the Charter of the United Nations or that contravene
the basic principles of the multilateral trading system and that affect, in particular,
but not exclusively, developing countries;

3. Takes note of the Bridgetown Covenant, adopted at the fifteenth session of
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, held in Barbados from
3 to 7 October 2021, in which States are strongly urged to refrain from promulgating
and applying any unilateral economic, financial or trade measures not in accordance
with international law and the Charter of the United Nations, in the light of concerns
over the constraining nature and development implications of such measures that
negatively impact the well-being of the populations and can impede the full
achievement of economic and social development in the concerned States, as well as
impair their trade relations;

4.  Calls upon the international community to condemn and reject the
imposition of the use of such measures as a means of political and economic coercion
against developing countries that impedes the full achievement of economic and
social development;

5. Recognizes that unilateral coercive economic measures that are
inconsistent with the principles of international law and the Charter of the United
Nations constitute a significant obstacle to the achievement of the Sustainable
Development Goals in developing countries targeted by these measures;

6. Calls upon the international community to condemn and reject the
imposition of unilateral coercive economic measures that are inconsistent with the
principles of international law and the Charter of the United Nations, which impede
the capacity of targeted countries to promote post-COVID-19 pandemic recovery;
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7.  Requests the Secretary-General to monitor the imposition of unilateral
economic measures as a means of political and economic coercion and to study, inter
alia, with the support and cooperation of the resident coordinators and United Nations
country teams, the impact of such measures on the affected countries, including the
impact on trade and development;

8.  Also requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at
its eightieth session a report on the implementation of the present resolution, with a
particular focus on the impacts of unilateral economic measures on the achievement
of sustainable development.
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