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l. At its 437th, 438th and 439th meetings on 19, 24 and 30 April 1957, the 
., 

Stan~.ng Committee on Petitions, composed of tl::.e represente.tives of Belgi'.llll, 
. . 

Burma, ~ina, France, the Uni on of Sovie.t Sociali s t RepubH es, and the 

United States of America, exanúned the petitions concerning the Trust Territory 

of the Cameroons under Frencb administration which are listed in the precedi~g. 

table of conte:::ts . 

2 . Mr . . X. De~iau participated in the examination as the Special Representative 

of the Adnúnistering Authority conce'rned . . 

3. The Standing Committee submits herewith to t he Council ·its report on these 

peti tions and recormnend_s , in acco~dance wi th rule . 90, pare:.graph 6, of the 

Council' s rules of procedure; that the_ Counci l ·de.cide that no special info.rmation 

is required concerning t he action taken on resolutions I-IV. 

J ... 
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I. Petitions from Paramount Chief Louj.s Abel M:iho.., (T/PE'11 ,5/!i89 and Adi.l 
and 607) 

l. In his petition of 1 Ifovember 1954 (T/PE'r . 5/¼89), the _petitioüer, 1-,i10 

declares himself a strong supporter of the _U}'C, repudiates a document whose . . . . 
contents were unknown to him and whlch he alJ.eges he was forced to sign by the 

Chief Subdivisional 0fficer of Babimbi. He emphasizes 11that 98 per cent of 

the petHions f:-3nt to the Uai ted Ne.tions are not wri tten by :i.ndigenous 

inhc.bitants, they .. ar_e either dictated or drafteo. by l."rench administrators". 

The peti tioner also wi thdram1 the statement he made which incrlminatcd 
' . . ' . 

Mr. Pierre Penda, Chairman of the Sol:i.da.ri_té Ba.birubi, whom the- petitioner thus. 

unlmowingly accused of disturbing law and order in his chiefdom and for which 

Mr. Penda was i:i!prisoned, 

2. In his petitio~ of 9 Ap!'il 1955 (T/PET.5/4f39/Add,J.), the petitioner asks 

that the Visi tin(s ·1vüssion be enabled to. visi t bis villa13e o!' Poutkek . He states 

that bec'=-use cf his menbership 1.n thc UPC he he.& b1;.en deprived of his 

chiefdoi:-;ship, ,·~l-,ich he ha.s exercised since 1916, or:tl his .chi~fdom has .been 

• divid'9d between Pa.,:1 B~yaga, a fo:~ru.ec." interpretcr in the __ adr:1L1j st;r~ttve service, 

and Ga.briel Si:-itat, a Song.:.ribengi..:.e shopkeeper, both of wh_om .. a.re s·..1p¡:,ort3rs of 

the Adnú.nisti·ation and a.re agair.st ti.1e úf,ticnaJ. movements. 

3. In his pctition of 10 April 195.~ (T/PF!r . 5/607), the p_etiticne:r. clai.ns an. 

inde!Il!lity of a.1; least ten m.i.115.on frenes CFA far the use by the Adi::J.nistration 

of bis housc at Ngambe from 1929 .to 1955 for the accommodation of the Chief . . .. 

Subdivisional 0fficer, He ala~ aslrn for the return of his band which consista 

of twel ve . sil :'"er instrumento, two drums 8:nd two cym~als, which the Adminj stration 

seized in 1939 and. f'.or which he wo.nts compensation. . . ' 
Finall.y, he comple.ins 

that slnce he subniJ. tted bis peti tion to the Uni ted Nations in November 1954, 

his chief 1 s salary ha:s be::en reduced frc:?h 11,000 francs to_ 3,000 franca . 

4. In his second petition, T/PET .. 5/489/Add.l, the petitioner alluded to the 

activities of thc religious missions, T:üs part ?f his r,etition was taken 

into considera~.;::.on by the .Standing Connru. ttee on Peti tions durlng the seventecnth 

session and the decision of the Trusteeship Council is reccrJ.ed in 

resolution 1486 (XVII). 

5, In its observations (T/0BS,5/91, section 3) on T/PET.5/489 and Add.l the 

Administering Authority states it has· already subm:itted its observations on the 

/ ... 
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mat::ers involving Penda Pierre and Njimoffi ra in connexion with petitions 

T/PET .5/470 and 5/210)/ , I t denies that any form of pressure was appJ.ied 

to tbe petitioner with the object of .maki.ng him sign any document whatsoever . 

6. The Administering Authority felt ·obliged to divest Mahop, in stages , of all 

bis powers, on account of the grow:i.ng hostility displayed by the populací on 

towards him. In every case the people were consulted. The proportion of 
. . . 

votes cast agai :1st :Via.hop varied bebreen a three-qua.rters major:i.ty and unanimi ty . 

A part of Mr . Mahop' s powers was ·thus withdra'l-m on 13 December 1954 and a 

second part on 15 February 1955 . Finally, on 6 May 1955 • he was di vested of 

his remaining functions as Chief . Biyaga and Sintat, to w~1,m the petítioner 
.. 

refers, are the Chüfs who havé been appointed to take charge of the first two 

groups detached from_ Mr. MaJ1op' s chief~om. Forty out · of forty- six villagers 

voted for the former, vhile the latter wa.s elected unani.ri1ously. Lastly, the 

Administering Authority states that no .judicial proceedings bave oeen instituted 

agai.nst Mr. Ma:Oo:p . 

7. In its obs8:rY1ttons (T/OBS . 5/90, seétion 1, on T/PET .5/607, the Admiz:lis!;ering 

Authori ty states tha.t i t is tri.1e tha.t t:.1e lond upon which the resic.2:?1ce at 

l'rgambé has stooc. sincc 1920 has n:wer baen cl9,ssified as pr:1. vate ::ta·~e ::..and . 
. 

Prior to that date, i t we.s occ11:pied, und.er cus'.;omary law, by the Log- Pian e.nd 

Log-I~bane comrrunities . As the petitioner does not belong to etthe'r of these 

cornmunities, he cannot claim auy rjghts . Proceedings have been instituted to 

legalize the positiori witb regard to this land; it has not yet 'be.en pozsible 

to bri ng the:n to a successful ·conclusion owlng to the exorbaant claims !lllde 

by- the representa ti ves of the co:nmuni ties concerned, who are reg_uesting 

compem,ation rauging from 12 million to 14 million francs, although they ofili tted 

to ma.ke any claio when the land. was fi:rst ccc,.lpied.. 

were put up by the Adw~nist~ation. 

In any ce.se, the buildings 

8 , The Administration has no knowledge of' the confiscation of a. band which is 

said to have occurred in 19~9 . Tl1e peti tioner must furnüh p1·ocf of the loss 

he .eays he suffered at that time, and prove that the Ac.ministration was to 

blame, if he wishes to obto.in compensation . 

!/ Note by th~ Sccretariat: see T/OBS . 5/17 .and 73, 
/ 
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9. As stated above in paragraph 6, 'Mr . Mahop, who was chicf of the ca?.1ton of 

Bá.bimbi I, was removed from off'ice by the local authori ties on 7 April 1955 as 

a result cf numerous complaintG of extortion . In addltion· the canten was 

divi.ded into two i~dependel'.l.t groups and there was no reason f'or keepi.ng 

Mr. Mahop' s post . . 

10 . The petiti,:-ns wer.e examined a.nd _discvssed a.t the. 437til and 439th meetines 

of the Stan_dü~g . Commi_ttee ( d_ocuments T /C . 2/ SE. 4 37 and 4 39) . 

11 . At i ts 439th _meeting, the Col!llllittee approved by 4 votes to nene with 

2 ab$tentions draft resolution I , anne.xed to the present report) wh!ch it 

recormnends_ that ,the Counci l adopt. 

/ ... 
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II. Peti tion from Mr . Robert M'.)edi Ebelley ( T/PET. 5 /490) 

l. In his letter dated ll} · October 1954, the peti t ioner dfacourses on "the 

liberation of the ·Cameroons and the attainment of its independence", for wbich 

adequate financial resources are needed. In this connexion, he gatbers that 

negotiations are in ·progress to sell the port of 'Douala, with tbe result that the 

port will no longc:~ belong to the people of the Terri tory • and a person wíll ha.ve 

ncwhere to moor r.:ls canoe when he · returns ú~om fishing . The peti tioner complains 

of the racial discrimination practised. in the 1-,órkshops qf Régifercam ( the Sta:te 

Railway) ·vhere a European driver is paid a bonus of 1,000 ·f'rancs for bringing his 

train in on time while the only bonus an .A.:f'rican gets is tbánks and 1-rhere tbe 

Europzan drivers h2,ve cars to talrn to and from their homes while the African staff 

have to \·Talk home. 

2. In its observations (T/OBS ,5/74, section 2) the Adw.inistering Authority 

states that: 

(a) The pet:i.➔;ioner 1 s allegations 0oncernine the politicél.l situ&tion i.i 

the Te:::-ri tor~r a.,·e ~,Ti t!10ut foun:lo.tion and are in keeping wi th tl1e usuuJ. 

we:~~hwords of UPC groups . 

(b) T".nere is a l and:!.ng area for canoes, se:par.&te froll' tbe port, in the 

Deido cistrict cf Douala. 

(e)· No re.cial di scriminction is practised in the worksbops of the. 

Rég~fer:_<:~!! ;-Tith ree;ard to the wages paya.ble to employees with e'.!ual 

occupati onal qualif'ications . T.ie special regulations for the ·Permanent 

Staff of the Cameroonian ~ailways Administration (Régie des C'ce~ns de 

Fe:- du Cd!lleroun) make it possible for any employee , whatever hi::; origin, 

to ri::;e to posta of the highest grade if he has passed the prescribed 

exemina.tions or competi tions and has been c;i ven a report good enough to 

justify his being entered in a proficiency r oll. It is completely untrue 

that a European driver receives a bonus of 1,000 francs f'or driYing 

a train to time . Mileage and -ti:me··-1,ee_ping 1'0nuses are paid to all t.:-e,in 

personnel acco:>:c.ing to grade , It might well ·oe mentioned by· way of 

exan.ple tha.t 11.ir. . Roger :Naudi, a Euro:pean, Chief Driver, Second Class , e!ld 

Mr . Antonin Tocke, a·Cameroonian, De:puty Cbief Driver, First Cl?,ss, fu.·&w 

average montbly pay of 72,488 francs and 64,269 francs respectively, the 

; ... . 
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difference between the two ,. remunerations being due solely to the 
1 • • • • : ' 

expa.triation allowances paid to Mr. Maudi, wbose technical skill -is, 

il_lcidentally, distinctly sup~ior to . that of .Mr, Tocke. • .. ln addi tion, 

llir ~. Naudi draws a monthly .average (?f . 3,200 francs in mileage bonuses; .while • 
•, . . . . 

Y~ . Tocke_receive~ a. _mon~hly ª:<:'erage of 3,150 franc~ ·under •the same .bead. 

3. 'fu.e p_etitioner also complained about the payment of ta){es and the activities· • 

of the _catholic clergy in the Cameroons. . These two subj ects in· bis . peti tion "-rere .. . . . 
tak~n into consideration .bY the Sta~1ding. Commi ttee on Peti tions during the .. 

seventeenth session and the releva.nt decisions of the Tru.steeship Council are· set· .• • 

out in resolutions .1485 (XVI~). and 1486 (XVII) respectively. 

4. The peti tion was examine<i and discussed a.t the 437th and 459th me·etings of 

the Stan~in~_.Committea (doc~ents T/C.2/~R~437 .and 439). 
5, Át . i ts,. 439th ·.meeti.ng, tbe Committee appro:ved by .. 4 votes to none · •· 

with 2 ·abstentio~s·. dra,ft resolution _.II, annexed .to -the pr.esent report,- whi'ch • ... _,. 
. . . . . . . 

it reconrrnends that the Co~~cil. adopt . 

/ ... 

·.·· .: 
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III. Peti tions from the Central Comnii ttee of the UPC of Bafang ( T/PET. 5 /510, 
51¡6 and Add. l) 

l . In their "motion" of 3 February 1955 (T/PET.5/510), the petitioners complain 

of the actions of the administrative officials of their area, in particular to 

the rejection of their application· to be appointeci to the commit•l;ee for revising 

the electoral ro11. · They allege that the Chief Subdivisi_onal Officer of Bafang, 

aided and abettcd b? a certain r,,i,r . Kwékong, compels the notables at Bafang to pay 

1,200 francs _each in order ' to cover· the taxes collected ?n his quartier. and that 

this money is taken by Mr. Kwél~ong. They also state thát Mr. Jacob Wendji, a 

veteran roadmender, i s now assistant to the Chief Subdivisional Officer. 

2. In their letter· of ,go F(:~')ruary 1955, (T/PET.5/546), the peti tioners allege 

that the Chief Subdiv5.sJ.onal Qfficer and Mayor of Bafang forced ltir . Henri Towo 

and seven other persons to resign from the UPC on 18 February 1955. They pro test 

against· the sale of land at Bafang by some seven persons; against the beating 

of Mr. T. Njonko Tagne 2.nd the confiscation of bis property by one, Maya, who 

they consider shoul d not be the Kekem chief. 

3. In their "motion" of 1 March 1955 (T/PET.5/546/Add. l), the peti tioners 

continue their complaints against the Chief Subdivisional Officer who is alleged 

to have beaten Messrs . Pierre Wamba, Sob, Tchamaga and others on 22 February 1955 . 

They protest against the threats made at Kekem on 26 February that there would 

be a complete prohibition of the purchase of goods if the people continued to 

support, the UPC, the CGT and the ASSONOCAM (Association of Notables ()f the 

Cameroons ) . 

4. In their first petition (T/PET.5/510), the petitioners complained about the 

actions of tha Catholic Mission at Bafang and in their second petition 

(T/PET. 5/546) tbey 'protested against the payment of taxes . These two aspects 

of their petitions were taken into consideration by the Standing Committee on 

Petitions during the seventeenth session and the relevant decisions of the 

Trusteeship Council are set out in resolutions 1487 (XVII) and 1484 (XVII) 

respectively. 

/ ... 
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5. In its observations (T/OBS.5/91, . section 6) on T/ PET.5/51O, the 

Administering Authority stE!,tes that: 

(a) It is -correct that tce Bafeng Central Committee, after the lapse of the 

statutory tirae"limit, requested tha,t its representat~ve~ sl)ould be ailowed 

to take part in the revision of tbe electoral rolls . . The request could not • 

be granted. because the time-limit had elapsed: 

(b) 'Ihe Adrrii:iistering Autbori ty is not aware that 11p.eople we~e invi ted II to 

~anka market op 27 January 1955: 
(e) Observations were submi tted on the Association des Notables Camerounais 

in connexion with petit:Lon. T/PET.5/32;.±Gt. is not corre.et that th~ ·chief 

Suhdivisional Of f:i.cer · cvmpelled certain notables to pay a sum oi'_ mbney . which 

•is taken by tbe oan ·Kwekong. It . is elso incorrect to otat~ th?-.t some. of the 
. ... ... 

notables were · re;::i,.)ved from office for failure to pay this money. The ti tle . . . ... . : 

of notable is traditional. and.. hereditary. Only the Fong, ~h~ c.ustom~y chief, 

has the power to remove them from office. He s~ldom doe_s so, and th~n only 

in seriou? cases for which the customary law provides: . . 

(d) Jacob Wandji is not assistant to the . Chief of the .Blrl'ang Subdivisfon. . ·.. . . . . • , • . . 

He i_i:¡ sL. lower-grade . el)lploy~e. . . , .. · 

6 . . . -Il?, . ,its _. observations (T/OBS.5/91; _secti~n 9) on T/PET.5/546 and _Add~l _the . . . . 

Admin_i9t.~ring ,Authority states that: 

(a). ! It : is po::;sible tbat Henri Towo r~signed fron.i the U.P.C, in February 1955 . . . . . . ' : ~ . . . -, 

;I:n,: fact, h~ : wrote a letter. _·to the local authori ties . advising them that he was 
. . . , 

. , ; t!3,king-.s~ch a .decision. The Administer_ing Authori~y has no oth~r in:f'o~i:nat.ion 

.. . 9n the .. matter and i t formally denies that arly pressure .1-1l1atsoever was brought . .. . . . . . ' ' . . 

to be8:l' .on Mr • . Towo_: .. 

. (b.) _.. po ·:far as· the_ tax rates are concerned, i t is not c:qr~_ec'j; . to ·st~te t ~at . . . . . . 

the: pe0ple .~e unacquainted wi th them. After consider?,tion by the Terri toriaJ. . . . . . . . . . . . . ·. 
Asserubly, ;t;hey_.are published in tbe Journal Officiel of _t~~, TE:rri~or!_ and .. 

promulgated to the_ people by the Chief Subdivisional Officer~ w}?en _th~y . . . . . . . . 

make· their rounds; finaJ.ly tpey appear on the tickets. ;re9E:ived._ by .th_e 

J:../ note by the Secretariat: See T/OBS,5/55. 

/ ... 
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taxpayers after they ha.ve paid the ta.x . No seizure of property was 

carried out in Bafang Subdivision in 1955 for non-payment of ~axe~ . 

(e) 'Ihe "sales of land11 to .whi_ch the petitioner r efers are actually :f:t:ee 

allocations of. urban l ots to t r ibal groups . Tbese allocations are effected 

by _the Administr a.tion aftei: -consultation wi th the Nunicipal Cormssion. 

The names quoted by the complainant or complainants are those of member s . . .. 

of that Co:mmission: 

• (d) T),1e case of Njonko Samuel against Chief Maya. was the subject of a 

judicial inquiry , N jonko Samuel was sentenced for assaul t and battery 

and is now in prison, Chief Maya. has been in office for more than 

twenty-five year.s . His authority_is not disputed by his subjectp . 

7 , Wi th regard to T/PET.5(5!16/Add.l, 
(a) The Adrninis tering Authori ty denies that the indi vidua.1.s mentioned in tbe 

petition were beaten by the Chief Subdivisional·Officer. It seems unlikely 

that th~ Chief of Bakoundji, a. ma!'l of :peor physique, could he.ve used . 

violence against tbe man Njintchen. No compl amt was lodged. 
(b) It is ·not true that the Chi ef Subdivisiona.l Officer uttered ·the wor ds 

attributed. to him by the petitioner or petitioners . 
(e) Tbe Administr ation ha.s no knowledge of an a.ttempt by "nocturr.eJ.. manis.es " 

to arrest Tchani Lucas . An inqui ry into the ma.tter has pr oved f r uitless . 

8 . Tbe petitions were examined and discussed at the 437th, 438th and 439th 

meetings of tbe Standing Cornmittee (documents T/C. 2/SR. 437, 438 and 4.39) . 
9 . The representa.tive of the United Sta.tes of America wished it to be placed 

on record that in the opinion of bis delegation these three communicati ons , two 
oí' which .were entitled "Motions" and the third (T/PET. 5/546) which wa.s in the 

form of a reso~ution, were not petitions to which tbe established procedure 
should ~e.ve been appl ied since only copies of them had been a.ddressed to the 

Secr etary-General of the United Nations and they did not seek action by the . 

T.rusteeship qouncil . The r epr esentative of Belgium a ~socia.ted himself with the 

opinion expressed by the r epresentative of the United States , 
10 . At its 439th meeti ng, the Conmtlttee approved by 3 votes to 2 wi th 1 abstention 

draft r esoluti on III, annexed to the pr esent r e,:por t , which it r ecornmends th.at 

the Council adopt ; · 

/ ... 
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IV. Petition ·from the "Syno.ica.t des Petits Planteurs" of Méssondo (T/PET. 5/511) 

·1. In a letter dated 10 November 1954, the peti tioners make the following 
complaints : 

2. 

(a) Tbat the sum of 70,000 francs offered to· them in 1953 as compensation 

for the trees felled by the five exploiters of the forests in their arca 

would only be accepted if the exploiters first paid for thc bearing plants 

which had been u:prooted and also if the land was returned to the indigenous 

inhabi tants; 

· (b) That· the exploitation of the forests in their area uithout their 

kno1-1ledge should cease; 

(e) That the ai:r.field at Messo:1do, w!iich was sold to Mr. Eschoff in 1947, 
lri tl:.01.rt; tb.e lmow2.edge of the population or even of i tG 0vmer, should be 

retm·ned to i ts owner; 
·' (d) That their area sbould lle ~"'ovided: ,Ti th ·a post, telegraph and 

. . 
telephone • office, sorne o.ispcnsaries, rural schools and roedG; 

(e) Tbat their nrea and the town of Messonclo be prov5.ded wi th four 

oil-presses and four palrn-ke::.·nel crushers, in return :i'or the money they 

have paid into the Provident Society. 

The petitioners olso complain against the payment of taxes. This ani;ect 

of t!'leir peti tion was taken j_nto cons ideration by the Stu:1ding Corr.:..'11 tt.ce on 

Petitions during the sevent'"entb r.ession and the decision of the Trustceshi:¡:, 

Conncil is rec0rded in resolution 1485 (XVII) . 

3. In i ts obscrvations ( TÍOBS . 5/93, section l} . the Administering Authori ty 

states tha:t: 

(a} It is true that in 1954 the irihabitants of So<libanga re:fused to a.ccept 

the refund due ·them on the f elling taxes recei ved for the year 19).3, amountirn 

~o 10,500 :::rancs and not 70,000 francs, ao stated in tbe petition, This sum 

was depo~ited ·:ror .their use with the ·sp~cial agency at Eséka. In accordance 

with the financial regulations, the credit will lapse after four years. 

(b) The Chief Su0divisional Officer has never refused to explain the 

forestry rcgulations to the people. 

I ... 
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(e) The air field at Messondo, . constructed duri ng the l ast war , was token out 

of ser vice in 19115 and transferr ed from the public domain. On 14 May 1946 

Mr . Er schoff r equested the concession for this le.nd. A public noticc to tbat 

effect appeared in the Journal officiel of 10 September 1947 andan 

informational palaver was held on tp.e airfieJ.d itself on 21 June 19¼8 i n the 

presence of all tbe notables of t_he village .. 

(d) The Douala-Yaound.é railwa.y r uns throu~h the canten of Ndogbessol. Ther e 

is a station at MessQndo . A road con.'lects the canten with Eséka, the· chief' 

town of the Subdivision, and, the villa.ges_ of Bidjocl{~, Badjob a.nd Ndogbessol 

are connected with that artery by forest· roo.~s . That road is to be extended 

to the E<lée.-Yaoundé trunk road . There i s a dispensary at Bid..:joclm, three 

markets at Sodi banga, Messondo and Didjocka, anda school for all grades at 

Kellé-Dongong. 

(e) The Sanaga-Maritime Provident Society has made loans to various l ocal 

farmers nmounting to a total of _2,171,50O francs CF'A for the pui·chase of 

motor-press and motor-crusher equipment for extracting palm oi1 and 

:processing pa.lm kernels . Its activi ties in the ,1ay of supplying -:quipment 

have been retarded by the unwillingness of the borr owers. to l"epay their debts . 

4. The petition was exumined and discussed at t he 438th and 439th meetings 

·of the Standing Comroittee (document$ T/C.2/SR. 438 and 4.39) . 

5, The draft resolution considered by the Ccnmtlttee at its 439th meeting 

contained the follo,ring paragraph : 
113. Recommends tha~ the Administering Authority take nec_essary measures 
so tba.t the land which was aliena.ted from the indigerious inhabitants as 
menticr.ed in the petition be returned to them and that they be paid full 
cornpensation for the dama.ge they ha.ve suffered . 11 

This paragraph was rejected by 3 votes to 1 with 2 abstentions. 

6. At its 43~th meeting, the Committee approved by 4 votes to 1 with 1 abstention 

draft resolution IV, annexed to the present report , which it recommends that the 

Council adopt . 

/ ... 
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Annex: • Draft resolutions :pro;p~sed ·by the Cornmittee 

I, Peti tions from Paramount Chief Louis Abel 
T PET.5 60 

T PET.5 48 and Add.l, 

The Trusteeship Council, 

:Havin¡:(-examined the petitions from Paramount Chief •touis Abel Mahop 

concerning the Cameroons under French administration in consu,ltation with.&ance 

as the Adm:i.nis.tering •Aúthority concerned {T/PET. 5/489 and Add.l and 607 
' T/CJBs.5/9o·e.nd 91; T/L. 752) , 

·nraws<··tlie atteñ'tión--of. the peti tioner to the observations of the 

Administering Authority and to the statements ·of its SpeciaJ. Representative. 

II. Petition from Mr. Robert ~'bedi Ebell ey (T/PET.5/490) 

The TrusteesMp Councn,. , 

·: Having examin.ed .t~e peti t~o.i:i from_ ¡Mr •. ~obe.r :t ~edi E_belley concerning 
the Cameroons under French administratiop. in consultation with France as the 

Administer_ing Autho;t:ity -concerned ,(T/PET.5/49ó, T/ons:5/74, T/L. 752), 

Draws the attention of tbe peti ti_on~r to the observations of the 

Administering Authority •. 

.: : ·. 

III. Petitions from the éentral ,Cornmittee of the · 11union des Populations 
du Cameroun" of Bafang ( T/PET. 5/510 1 546 and Add.l ) 

The Trusteeship Council, 
Having examined the petitions from the CentraJ. Committ.ee of the -"Union 

des _Populations du Cameroun" of Bafang concerning the Cameroons under French 

administration in consultation with France as the Administering Authority 

concerned (T/PET.5/510, 546 and Add.11 T/CJBS.5/911 T/L.752), 
Takes note of the observations of the Administering Authority. 

/ ... 
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·, 

IV. Petition from the "Syndicat des Petits Planteurs" of Messondo 
(T/ PET.·5/511) 

The 'Irusteeship Council, 

Having exandned the petition from the 11Syndicat des Petits Planteurs" of' 

Messondo concerning the Cameroons under F'rench administratipn in consultation 

with France as . the Adnú.nistering Authority concerned (T/PET.5/511, T/OBS.5/93, 
T/L. 752), 
l. Draws the attent:i.on of the peti:t;ioners to the observations of the .Administerinr 

Authority and to the statements of its Special Representative, in particular that: 

(a) permits for the exploitation of ~he fore~ts in the area were gre.nted 

in accordance wi.th . regular pr~c~aure; 

(b) it was duly explained to t!le inhabitants of Sodibanga tha.t the amount 

which they refused to accept in 1954 wo.s due them on tbe .felling tro:es for 

the year 1953; 
(e) compensation for the loss of customary rights of usage -and for bearing 

plants which may have been uprooted. was paid in fullby the exploiters 

after agreeruent had been re·ached wi th· the·· 1ocal population at the time tbe 

concession was origina.lly gránted; -

(d) telephone service is availa.ble to the local population at the railroad ·, 

station of Messoíldo, in cases of emergency; · 

2. Expresses the ho:pe that an agreement will be r eached between the petitioners 

andthe authorities concerned which will ~ermit them to utilize the credit due 

. them for fe~ling taxes in 1953 before such_credit lapses. 




