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1. Age Composition of the population in general. Analysis of 
its dependence on natality, □ortality and migratio~§• Influence of 
war and other exceptional factors. • 

Comprehensive comparisons on an international level of tho sex 

e.nd age structure and of variations in it over the last fifty years were 

submitted by the Italian Central Statistical Institute and by Mr, Somogyi. 

They bring out the predominating upward trend in the percentage of old 

people and the decline in that of infa:1ts and adolescents. Despite this 

universal trend, there are still very wide differences in the age composition 

of populations at different stages of demographic development. Side by 

side with populations with a very_ high proportion ·of persons who have 

reached maturity or old age and a vo-:::y low proportion of infants and 

adolescents, we find others with tho reverse characteristics, 

Two methods have been used to study the effects of natality and 

mortality on changes and variations in age composition, the first being 

to try to pick out such effects inductively by observing existing 

populations and the second to attempt to measure them deductively by 

constructing theoretical populctions s_ubjected to specific mortality and· 
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nc1tality conditions. The former method was used in the studies already 

referred to, ~hile the latter was npplied in those carried out by 

;,(r. Lenti a.nd the L:>.boratory of the Brazilian lfational Statistical CounciLThe 

view that the predominant influence was that of natality docs not appear 

to be borne out by tho facts; the increase . in the percentage of the 

:::2.turit;r :-.nd old c1.ge groups is largely due to the decline in mortali.ty. 

The effects of v,ar and nigro,tion on age corriposi tion nere 

illustrc-,tod by :fr, \'/inkler, The exceptionc1l nature of such factors 

it ir.:po:::Giblo to drc1vr general conclusions, but very interesting parallels 

r:.-:.y ·oc found in tho vo.rin tions observed after the tv10 world wa.rs. 

;::sntion should be mado .. of ~- proposal by Mr, ··Eilleter for 

constructing an r..ge composition index rrhich, · with a · few minor modifications 

2.ffocting p:1rtly th.::, nomenclature, might be usefully applied. 

2. ~go composition in the different sections of the same population 
(vo.rious regions, urban and rural areas, othnical groups, etc.) 

::t·he analyses made by I1'ir. Depoid (France), Mr. Occhiuto (Italy), 

!.1r. S::aie (Union of South .Africa), Mr. Le Neveu ( Canada) and Mr. Alves 

(.Brazil) shmrr that in every population there are differences, at times 

very considorable, between the age composition of the various g1oups. 

In old inhabited · countries \78 find very marked differences 

between the v2.rious regions ·; in all countries there are wide differences 

between urban arid r'J.ral areas. These latter differences are largely due 

to in:ternc1l migration; migration abroad has a noteworthy effect, 

particularly in a •few areas vrhere emigration or immigration is exceptionally 

intense. 
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One important finding is the great effect of ethnical factors 

on age composition in countries with a, raciir ·or a colour bar, and their 

very restricted effect in those where no, or practicaily no, 

colour bar exists. 

3. Variations in the group presumed· to be of working age and age 
structure of tho population. Replacement rates of the active age 
groups . . 

A large volume of information on this subject was provided by· a 

comparative international study by the Population Division of the United . 

Nations in which _ a distinotion is made between the effects on labou:r 

supply of the age structure and those of the degree of economic activity_ 

a t differ ent ages , t ho countri es . concerned bei ng gr ouped ac cording t o 

their s tage of economic development. 

The influence of mortality on the average duration of working 

life ~as studied by the Laboratory of the Brazilian National Statistical 

Council and by Mr. Saura dol Campo. This tends to vary in almost direct 

proportion to the mean. As mortality declines,the · proportion of the aged 

inactive group tends to rise and that of the juvenile inactive group to 

fall. 

Another paper by the Population Division of the United Nations 

seeks to lay down a method for measuring the factors of "arrivals" and 

"departures" which to some extent determine the variations in a country's 

economically .active population. And a note by Mr, Lasorsa proposes 

certain modifications in projection methods for forecasting variations in 

the economically active population. 
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4• Co~position of the population past middle age by sex, marital 
status, fo..mily relationships, economic activities, dependency, etc. 
~nd its v~riation with advancing age. - .... _ 

This topic gave rise to a iJrolimina'ry discussion on v,hat is 

meant by "e.t5oing 11 (L1r. .2eraud). Demoeraphers, it is however fol -t, should 

base thcnselves on r.u.r::erical age lir.ii ts_ and disregnrd q_uestions of 

nc~encla turo. '?he incrcc'.s c i::1 the proportion of people of 60, 65 and over 

is e. k..'1o\·,n fo.ct; . •;,hethc::- it is cc1 lled "ageing" or not is of no interest 

to the demogrr.pher. The discussi_01,:· c:1 the ch!'onological and the 

biological aeo at other meetings of the ~onference brought out the great 

difficulty involved in fornulating general standards nn this point. 

~evertheloss, it seerns ccrta~n th~c tho extension of the average life­

sp~n is accompanied by a highe= upper age limit for working life. 

The composition of i.;hc mature and old age groups according to 

certain individual charnc-tcristics of their components was studied by 

llr. Vioodbury and Mr. de ,Vi -t.a. 

As to composition by sex, famales generally predominate in 

countries with a Vlestcrn civilization owing to the higher mortality among 

Composition by m2.rital status is characterized by an upward 

trend in the propor-'.;ion .of rnarrie~. ;p_orsons, which derives in the main from 

the decline in r;;o::.~tali ·~y, a:1d in some ca.sos by the lower proportion of 

single persons, \'lhich, L:cidcntally, is generally _very low in the age gronrs 

concerned .•.. 

Composi ticn by acti v::. -'~y varies greatly from .one country to another. 

In old cge Grour employment is on a relatively larger scale where the 

group is proportionately mo-re nur.i.G-:-cius with, however, some exceptions• 

In poor countries with largo numbers of children and a small old age group, 
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the latter is widely occupied, particularly on the land. Mature and old o. ge 

groups are mainly active in agriculture, cattle-raising and small industry, 

The ratio of self-employed workers to wage-earners increases with advancing 

age. 

The probable upward trend in the proportion of mature and old age 

groups was brought out and mee..sured by Mr. Berent, who also submitted an 

outline of probable developments in a number of countries. 

In concluding this record of the papers submitted to the meeting, 

we may note with satisfaction that they illustrate and throw light on most 

of tho items on the agenda, although they present a number of gaps which 

subsequent research may be able to fill in. 
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