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1, The Standing Committee on Petitions established by the Trusteeship Council
et the 397th meeting, tenth seséion, and composed of the representatives of
Australia, China, El-Salvador, New Zealand, the Unlon of Soviet Socialist
Republics and the United States of America, examined at 1ts 38th, 39th and 4Oth
meetings on 1L s 15 and 18 July 1952 the followlng petitions concerning the
Cemsroons under British administration: ‘

(1) Petitions from Mr. Joseph Ngu (T/PET.%4/70 and Add,l1) and the
French Cameroons Velfare Union (T/PET.4/71 and Adds,1-5 and

. T/EET . 4/72) : :
-(2) - Petition from the Bakweri Land Committee (T/PET.:/76 and Add,1)
(3) Petition from Mr, AKX, Ikomi (T/PCT.h/78) -
(4) Petition from Josue Noubissie' (T/FET.k/80)
(5) Petition from the Bwinga Nazi;ive Community (T/PET.4/81)

(6) Petition from Mr, Martin Asongwed and others, Bamenda
Improvement Associabion (T/PET.L/82)

i

2. Brigadier E.J. Gibbons participated in the examination as the special
representative of the Administering éizthori{;y.

3. The Standing Comittee submits; lfei'ewith to the Council its report on
these petitions, and recommends that the Council decide that no speclal
information is requiréd. concerning the action teken on resolutions Nos., 1 to 5,

inclusive, ) , - _ ]
k, The representative of the Uniqh of Soviet Socialist Republics voted against

the present report in view of the fact that 1t contained draft resolutions adopte:
by the Committee wh:lchkwere unacceptable to the Delegation of the Union of Soviet

52:8097~ ﬁ;;’};log“
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Socialist Republics because in his view those draft resolutions did not take
into consideration the interests of the indigenous inhabitants and did not
recommend that the Ad:niniateri:ig Auf;ﬁority téke argent measures to satisfy the
requests of the petitioners and to put an end to the violation of the rights
and interests of the indigenous populdtions,
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(1) PETITIONS FROM MR. JOSEPH NGU (T/PET. L/70 aud A
. dd.1) AND THE FRENCH CAMEROONS
WELFARE UNION (T/PET 4/71 and Adds.1 - 5 end T/PETsh/72) i

A. Summary of the petitiogg

5. The French Camsroons Welfare Union (T/PET.4/71 snd Adds. 1-5)-refers to its
previous petiti onl/ and states that despite the assurances given the Council by
the special representatﬂve to the effect that immigrants from the French Camercons
enjoyed equal privileges with the local inhabitants of the British Cameroons, and
the Council's: consequent decision to take no action, the "real politicel
situation” &4s concerns the immigrants is far from satisfactory. In fact, the-
petitioners state, immigrants from the French Cameroons are denied the right to
vote in elections, eare not glven adequa e representation in either the Native
Authority Councils or the Native Courts of the Victoria Div 1sioh, and are
dlscrlminated against both in respect of *ppointments to the public service and
the grantlnglof educatlona; scholarships, this despite the fact that they are
very numerous and _ make an 1mportant contribution to the economy of the Territory
and to the revenue from taxation. .

6. As regerds the question of representation, the petitioners protest further
that there has been no improvemeqt of their s;tuatlon under the new Nigerian
_Constitution. They urge that the French Cemeroons Welfare Union should be

~ constituted a prlmary electoral unit to represent all the ;mmigrants scattered in
‘the Victoria Divisicn, and the Governor should utilize the dlscretionary power
conferred on him by the Constitution to appoint ‘special members to the House of
epresentatives to represent their interesos. Taey find it difficult to
understand wby ‘the -Governor has exercissd this power to appoint representativee
of certaln commercial 1nterests but has not done so in the case of the immigrants
from the French Cameroons who they estimate to number more than 26,000 persons
in the most'southern parts of the Territory alone. »
7. The petiticners further express grief and disappointment et the resoiution
adopted on their petltlon-/ by the Trusteeship Council during its nLnth session
and state that the resolution seems to reflect elther a cursory or inadequate
appreciation of the arguments presented by the Union. They point out that the
{ ‘
1/ T/PET.%/19 - 5/8 and resolution 172 (VI).

2/ ' Resolution 383 (IX) .
- [Union is
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Unlon 1s fully conversant with the procedure for acqu1r1ng Unlted Kingdom
citizenship; however they do not wish either British or -French nationality, but
want the status of Camarcons nutlona’ity to be recognized, and look forward to
the time when the two Camercons will achieve self-govnrnment.

. 8. The petitioners also protest aﬂalnst ‘the frontier between the two Caberoons
aqd state that it snould not be alloued to form a bar to the enjoyment of human
rights by the people living on either side of it. '

9. Attached ic the re";*;cn and 1ts addenda ere’ ccples of correspﬁndonce -
betwegn the pelitioners and the British sutkorities concerning the right of

- non-British nationala to partlcipate in electlons. )

-10. The seccni petition from the Freneh Cumerocns Welfare Union (T/PW;.h/72)
Geals with the samc questions covered by the first. The petitioners transmit a
copy of the vritten sﬁgtement submitted by the reprecentative of the British .
Cameroonsrto the Gerarel Confefence 2eld at Tbedan to discuss the future system”
of governﬁent for Nigeria. They cont=ad tnat this statemant shows. inter alia,
that the people of thz Bri t+sn C&meroona share their view that the Trust

Territory has a political stetus d;st;nc* from that of Nigeria and entertain
misgivings leet the present pol"tlcal trend riay leed to complete integration
with Nigeria. Tbey add chat the people of hLoth Camercone are anxious for
unificaﬁion‘of the twq Trust Tarritories énd.they feelpthgt the observations
of the Administering Authority on the frortier qusstion (T/485) preserted at

. the sixth seacion of the'_ruste€sh1p Council distorted the question. They:claim
that a refererdum wouid show the'importance to the frontier tribes of the
unificztion gquestion. ‘ . - o
1l. The petition frem Mr. Josewb Hgu (T,PET.4,70 ard Add. l) conta;ns a similar -

"mm‘grunus in the Flunhe, Division against

The petitioners

protest froem the Frangh Cameroons

their eyc*va;o“ from the electorate in ths British Cameroonu.

SuPPOI‘+ the - Pirat petvtvon oI tne French Camerocns Welfare Union and likewise

call for unic 1Vau10n ‘of tne two Cameroons.

B, Obeervations submitted to thé Council during the ninth session
12, In aa oral statement before the ad hoc Committee at the Council's ninth

: session,;/ the special representative outlined the position .of French immigrants

1/ Document T/AC.41/SR.13 |
| /in the
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_in the. Camerdons under British Adninistration with regard to electoral rights.
Under the new Nigerian Constitution the{étatuS'bngfitisb Etbjectkbr.British
protected person was a necessary qualification fpr-véting;/aﬁd_péfséhs”born in
the French Cameroons or having acquired French citizenship wereﬂautomatically
disqualified if they 4did not acquire subéequently the status of British subjects
or British protected persons, The preliminary requirement for,naturalizatﬁon
was a period of residence of five years. There were no educational requiremants
for citizenship. However, a delay of as long as ‘two years might elapse between
the applicetion and the final granting of citizenship.
13. The suggestion for creation of a special electoral unit for French .
*mmwgrunts vae considered to be 1mpract1cal -as the immlgrants were scattered and
a. constlituency should be a geographlcal unit. :
k. As regards the second petition of the French Cameroons Welfare Union
(T/PET L4/72) the Administering Authority, in its written obpervatlons,; states
that i% raises no points additional to thcse contaﬂned 1n petltions T/PET h/?O
and T/PET.4/71 and their addenda, and therefore would best be considered in

ccnjunction with them.

c. xActibn taken by the frusteeship Council at its ninth session
15. At its ninth.session the Trusteeship Council examined the petitions. - .

" contained in documents T/PET.4/70, T/PET.4/7L end Add.l. The special
representative of the Administerino.Authority, at the 13th meeting of the ad hoc

~ Committee on petitions made an oral statement on the questions raised in these
petltlons.g/ The petitions were examined end discussed at the 13th and 1bth
meetings of the ad hoc Commlttee.é/ At its 37hth meeting on 17 July 1951, the
Trusteeship Council adopted a resolutiong/ in which it noted that close
co-operation between the Administering Authority and those elements of the
population from the Cameroons under French administration was important to the
development of the Territory; requested the Administering Authority to furnish

1/ Document T/955/Add.l, page 2.
o/ Document T/AC.M1/SR.13.

3/  Documents T/AC hl/SR 15 and SR.1k, -
h/w>'Resolut10n 383 (IX).

/in its
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~in its next annual report additional: information on the question of the status of
residents of- the Camerocons under- British administ*ation who. were 1mmigrants from
the Cameroons under French adeinistration, nemely: the com”osition of this
~immigrant population, the length of time they remained in the Territory, the

* proportion which had been resident ‘there for.a long-time, ‘the proportion of

this population which: had -come to the Territory recently, thefnumbef;of immigrants
who had asked to acquire: the status of British subjects and the results of.their'
requests,. and the. length of time required for an irmigrant not only to be .
naturalized but to vote;. urged the Adainistering Authority to make every effort

to ensure that the petitioners understood the procedures for acquiring
naturalizetion and the right to vote; and decided to prlace these petitions. on the ‘
agenda of the se551on of the Truoteeship CounciT at which the requested
information was available and to re-examine them at that time.

D. Information received after the ninth session

16. Pursuant to the Trusteeship Council's request at its ninth sesslon the
Administering Authority furnished the following information in ito~annual

-report for 1951:2' ‘ e o . o o

(a) Northern Province: .Although precise figures cannot be ascertained,
it is estimated that between hOO and 500 persons enter the Dikva Division )
annually from the French Cameroons._ With few exceptions these are. ‘all ‘peasant
farmers. - About 65 per cent settle_permanently_and of the remainder 8§‘per cent
leave before the end of the year. There is very little immigration from French

'Territory into the Adamawa region, although there is always:a seasopnal influx

-of casual. workerse. . ‘ : :

-(b)-- Southern Province: Approximetely 17,0C0 people of the French Cameroons
are living in the Cemeroons or Bamenda Provinces‘representingna totql_of 3,6 per
cent of the population.  Of these, 15,045 are in the Cemeroons Province and
2,047 in the Bamenda Province..- The greatest number are in the Kumba (4,000

- persons) and Victoria Divisions\(9,8h5 persons). It is probable that the
4maJor1ty of “the immigrant populatlon in Kumba has been there for a long period
"of time. In Victoria, out of a totel of 5,626 taxable males, 837 ere understood

l/ See the annual report on the administration of ‘the Cameroons under British

administration, 1915, paragraphs 480 - h82. o
- [to haver-
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to have arrived within the last. five years...About half the imn;grantkpopulation

of the Victoris Division_are_employed_by,the_Cémeroons Development’corﬁoretion.

- 17. The gualifications for naturalizetion are set out in the Second Schednle
to the British Nationality,Act, l9ﬁ8. “An apylicant must have resided.in Nigeria
or the Trust Territory for-one year prior_to;application_and munt have resided
in the United Kingdom or its colonies'orAprotectoratee for-four.out_of the -
‘previous seven yeare. One application for naturalization has been received
from a French Cameroonian in Kumba Divieion and is being considered, - Naturalized
persons. would be entitled to vote immediately if their applications have been

| successful,

E. OQuservations subaitted to the'bouncil'during the eleventh session

18, 1In oral statexents before the Stanalng Committee on Petitions during the
. Counci}'s eleventh sess;on,%/ the special representative and the representative ,
of tﬁé ﬁnrted Kingdom stated that the procedure for cbtaining the etatue of,_
British subject or British protected person was governed by a British Act of
- Darliament which aopried to the United Kingdom and all British-governed -
territories and that no exceptions could be made for any partlcular territory.
Careful consideretion had been, and was Btill being, given to the p0551bility
of adjueting the electoral law in order. to give immigrants from the  Cameroons
under French adminiétration the right of suffrage but it was very doubtful
whether .the legal obstacles could be overcome. It was pointed out that there
was ample time for immigrants who wished to apply for naturallzatlon now and
had fulfilled the necessary residence requirements, to obtain naturalization in
-time to participate in the next elections which would be held in four year's time.
-19. It was further stated that with the excepolon of their disquelification in
respect of electoral rights- immigrants from the French Cameroons did not suffer
any mejor disability: they enjoyed full- freedom -of rovement and did not suffer
any discrimination in respect of - appointments to the public service and the
granting of scholarsbips. Applicants for scholarshlps sponsored by the Cameroons.
- Development Cornoration vere required to have recelved thelr primary education in
the British Cemeroons and secondary . education in. either the British Cameroons or

ngeria, and any student w1th those qual*flcatlons was eliglble irrespectlve of

origin.

e

1/ See T/C.2/SR.38 /20. As
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20, As iegards the frontier‘betweeri--the two Camercons, the special representative
stated thet there existed no barrier to cultural contacts between the inhabitants
of both Territories. Fe added that, as a result of recent consultations

between the two Adminlsteriﬁb Autnonties ’ agreem°nt had been reached on a
.number of m:mor qucstions v.:uch hed in some instances caL.sed unnecessary
1nconven1 ence, Amandﬂd regu_atlonb concernmv trade and exchange control were
under conslde*'at on by the Nj ge: -ia'l Government and would if adopted remove such

minor inconv enienqes .

F. Action t“ken bJ the Standing Committea

21. This petition was examined and discussed at the 38th, 39th and hoth meetings
of the Standlng Comrittee on 1%, 15 and 18 July 1952- The relevant, dlscusBiOn
is “contained in do"uments T/C. 2/5R.38, 39 and Ko, , S

' 22. At its both meeting, the Committee 3d°P+Ed by 5 votes to O with 1 abs uent:lon )
the draft resolution which is reproduced below as resolution (1). : .

/(2) PETITION
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(2) PETITION FROM THE BAKWERI LAND COMMITTEE (T/PET.4/76 and Add.1)

A, Summary of the petition

23. The petitioners state that, while appreciatmg the measures proposed by the
Adm1nls'ber1ng Authority and.approved by the Trusteeship Counci"- for the
alleviation of the Bakweri land shortage and for their soual regeneration, they
consider that the execution of these measures should be preceded by an :
unequivocal pronouncement by the Trus teeship Counc;.l recogmzing the Ba’cwerl
people as the soie legal owners of the plantation lands within their tribal
area, They contend that certain statements by the Administering Authorlty to
the effect thet the Niberian Government's plans for the ple.ntatlons had been
fuliy exphined to end accepted by the Bakweri were not ‘alt ogether corruct.
Furthermore , the Ex-Enemy Lands (vameroons) Ordinance was not referred to the
" Bakweri people for study and comment, | ' '
24, The petitioners refer to statements made in the Nigerian Legislative Council
Debates by the Government spokesmen who declared inter alia, that the lands which
were to be converted into native lands would be leased to the Cameroons
Development Corporation on a 99-year term, and that it was intended to lee the
natives fully adequate land for their own use, but no more. These statements,
accordizrg to the petitionere , have given the Bakweri people a rude a.wakening-
25. The petitioners describe as a tra‘iresty of the truth certain statements by the
" nominated member for the Cameroons Division in the Nigerian Legislative Council,
Chief Nanga 1!1111ama , to the effect that the Goverrment's scheme had been
‘explained to and welcomed by all the Bakweri people. The petitioners consider
that the Administering Au+hor1ty has used Chief Manga Williams as a cloak for
the furtherance of its designs upon the Bakweri lands, ‘and are yet to be
.’convinced that the scheme was eontrived solely for the benefit of the Cameroons
people.
26. The petitioners refer to Brigadier Gibbons' suggestion to the ad hoc
Committee on Petitions that it would be very helpful if the Trusteeship Council
were to make a stetement aéreeing with the Visiting Mission that the decision
of the Administering Authority showed the existence of an enlightened land policy,

1/ Resolution 174 (VI).
) ' [as the’
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as the Baloweri might theh be readj to co-ope zte in the regeneratlon schemes.

In view of his statement, the Bukwerl neop have decided not to co-operate in t1
land-resettlement Dplans unless ‘and until the Trusteeshlp Councwl has reache¢ a
decision of the Bukweri elaim o ownershln." \

27. The petltioners find it diiflcult to understand why thelr ce—alienated 1.
should.be adm‘nlstered for the use and common bereflt of the wnole populat;on whe
they have no say regardlnr the lands oP other 1ndigenous peopre in the Territor"i
The Bakweri people are not satlsfied that furtheraqce of the so-ca;led natﬂve
interests is the real purpose of the land acoulsitlon end consider that the ' act
of enllbhtened land policy" briztles with 1ncon31stencies, such as the question ¢
' con+rol1ed tenancy", which is not applied to othe" indigenous laqd-owhers; and
:the flfteen-acre plot ver fam.ly limitatlon. The petltloners further state that
the Adminlstering Authorlty is not aocﬂuatelv dlscharvlnv its Tesponsi blrlties o
ftowa*d.tbe Bakweri because of its reluctaqce to make use of the rlght “to re-ccou'
lands held by religious mwss;ons and trading flrms Wthh it vossesses under the
clauses of the allenatlon egrcements drawn uo bJ the former German Adm1nist*at;<"
. The Bakweri are not financially able o bring legal suit 4o obtain these lsnds

as the Admi n1ster1ng Autkority has suggested. However, they are prepared if
necessary to submlt the vhole matter to the International Court of Justice and,
view of their poverty, they ask financiel assistance from the General Assembly 4
enable them to do this.

23. In their second communication (T/PET h/76/Adc1.1) .,he petitioners note that
the Vlsrting Mission referred to the possibility of a Judlcial enquiry to .
investigate the lega1 quest101 of tne owvnership of the randr and’ they request
that a judicial body be establisaed for this purpose and that it accompany the
next Visgsiting Mission to the Territory.
B. Observations of the Admlnisterlﬁs Avthorit yg/
29. The Administering Autnorvtv obgerves that g1l the p01nts raised in the

retition have alreedy been dealt with bJ the Trusteeship Council.

1/ Report of the Vloit;ng M1351on, 0ff1CIal Records of the seventh session oI
"~ . Trusteeship Council, supplement 2 (T/798) page 30, paragraph 195. .

2/ See T/955/Add 1 and T/C. 2/5'% 39.
/0. It
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30+ It further states that apparently the' Beokweri Land Comnittee can no longer
Tairly claim to be fully representative of the Bakweri People. .AOther Bakweri
representatives, anxious to avail uhemselves of the offered resettlement ‘have
begun to approa.ch the’ Adm:.nistration with requests for its 1mplementa*ion and
recently there has come into existence a Bakweri Farmers' Union, comprrsing some
70 nembers, which has adopted a. rea.listlc and non-political approach to the
problem and is pledged to support the plans for Bakweri resettlement offered by
the Administration and cormended by the Trusteeship Council. The Bamgeri TN
Farmers' Unicn hes, moreover, entered into an agreement with the Cameroons
Development Corporation for the sale of bananas on the understanding that any
exnansion of peesent bahana production will be matched by an equal e;f.pansion in
food production. ~ The ultimate objective is the exploitation by Bakweri farmers
of” lands to be excised from the Corporzticn's holdlngs in accordance vith the
“Administration's resettlement plan. The Administering Authority considers that
this cha.nged attitude on the part of the Evakweri offers a reasonable prospect of
mak:.ng headway with the schemes for ‘Bakweri rehabilitation.

De As regards the Administration's efforts at community deve lopment incltdmg
the provision of training facilities at Men O'War Bay, the Bakw reri's response
has not as yet been very satisfying but there have been signs of co-operation

and it is ‘the Administering Authority’" intention not to relax its efforts in

this dn.rection. L |

C. Action taken by the Stending Committee

'52., This petltion was examined and discussed at the 39+h and 40th meetings of
the Standing Committee on 15 and 18 July 1952. The relevant discussion is
contained in documents T/C.2/SR.39 and k0. S

33. The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics proposed that
the Committee insert in the draft resolution a paragreph whereby the Trusteeship
Council would recommand the.u the Aomnmtering Authority return to the Bakweri
meibe the lands alienated from it, extend to the members of the Bakweri Tribe

' Tinencial and other assistance in order to relleve their exceptionally grievous
tituation, and not permit in future the alienation of land.; belonging to the -
r'vibe, Ag a result of the Committee's rejection of this proposal by 5 votes to

1, he wes not in a position to support the adraft resolution.
34, At its meeting, the Committee adopted by 5 votes to 1, ‘the draft

e,

resolution which is reproduced below as resolution (2).
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(3) PRIITION FROM MR. A.K. IKOMI (T/PET.L/78)

A. Swumary of the “etiﬁion
35. ) The petitioner submits the foliowing dispute ccncerning land.
36.- Durmg World War II, he states, two portions of his ferm land were

acqulred by the local Goverrment under the provigions of the Land and ‘\Tative
Right 01'ui*1ance end a "paltry" sum of 5> was paid to hip &3 co.apensa uion. As'
the war progressed, virtually all his land was appropriated by the Gpvernment
and was badly deteriorated by the occupants, successively soléiers and policemén.
37 f" Stating that he has submitted apveals to the Bz"itish Authorities without
'a.'»iail' the petition?\r requests 't-hat-a fair ccm‘oénse.t*cm compatible with the
prov:Lsions of the Land and Native Righte Ordirance be paid. to him for the .
'arreu:rs orlginally excised frcm his ho;.ding and that the remaining arrears ue

returned to him.

B. Ubcervations of the ;.dmlnisberhfg ‘uuhor"ty—/
38. The Adwinistering Authority trensmits a plan of the plece of lend claimed

b" the petitioner showing the two arsas regarding which he clains further

compensation and the other two areas vhich he requests be returned to him.
3%.  As regards the first two areas, the petitioner's right of occupancy was
‘revoked in accordahr‘e with the provigions of chapter 105 of. the Land and
Native Rights Ordinance and the petiticner was granted 553 compensauion which
.he accepted without comment. It was not until nearly nine years after the
revocaticn that he raised anv objection to the amount avarded, and it is
therefore consldered that he has forfelted any cleim to sdditional comrensatj on
in resnect cf thecge pcrtions of land.

ho, As regerds the other two srees, the netluloner 8 right of occapancy has
' not been interfered with by the Government and the petitioner has’ been
 reassured on this point by thz District Officer. If, as he clums, these‘
portions have been used by members of the police or military on their own

initiative, the petitioner was alvrays free to complain to the officer-in-chargs

ci1* to the local courts.

1/ see T7/1018 and T/C.2/SR.39. : .~ Jc. Action taken
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C. Action taken by the St andlng Commitiee
L.

This petition wee cxamined and discucsed at the 39th and 4Cth meetnxv's of
the Standing Committee on 15 end 18 July 3.

Tne relevant discussicn is
conteined-in documente T/C.2/SR.39 and L0. ' |

k2, " The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Repubtlics proposed tic
the Committes insert in the draft resolution a paragraph whereby the T?ustee—shi
Council V—IOU].d. recommehd. that the Administering Authorit:; comply with The
petitionerts request. As a result of thé'Cozm:Littee's rejection of jbhic Troncse
- by 5 votes to 1, he was not in dpositio'n to support the draft resolution.

R At 1te L0th meeting, the Committee adopted by 5 votes to 1 the draf‘h

“esolutlcn which is reproduced below as resolution (3).

/(%)



7/1,.308
Page 15

(1) PETITION FROM JOSUE NOUBISSIE (T/PET.:/80) :

A. Sumary of the petition . .
44, The petitioner comolains that, on 18 December 1951, British customs
officials seized ten half sacks of cocoa, the year's production of. his.

plentation in the Cameroons under French Administration ; which he was
tranisporting across the border with the intention of selling iIn the British
administered Territory. The seizure took place within a few mstires of tae |
border and net only was the produce declared confiscated, but the petitioner
was fined T4, » R

45. The petitioner draws attention to the statement mede before the ‘
Trusteeship Council by the remresentative of the Administering Authority
(T/AC.20/SR .13, pages 15-16) to the effect that no frontier restrictions
are plaged upon the expért or import of indigenous products, and appeals
to the United Nations to have the produce in quesf;ion restered to him.

B. Observations cf the Administeriﬁg Authorit !‘-/ :

46, The Administering Authority states that, on 18 December 1951, the
petitioner and another African from Nlohs, named Pear Samra, were arrested

at the border by customs officials while attempting to smuggle some 700 pecunds
of coceca into the Territory. They were charged under Scction 197 (d) of the
Customs Ordinance (Cap 48, Laws of Nigerla) but agreed to settle the case out
of Court. They wers, therefore, dealt with under the provisions of Section

223 of the Ordinance and fined a total of E4, the cccoa being confiscated. These
penalties appear to be extremsly reasonable in view of the fect tiat tho maximn

menalty which may be imposed under the Ordinance is equivalent to threes times
the value of the goods or 100, whichever is greater.

47, The petiticner's allegations ars not, therefors, founded on fact and he

has adduced r¢: evidénce to support his gensral charges against the preventive
staffs The population of the aréas adjoining the bordsr is well aware that

the relaxation of restrictions on trans-frontier trade does not apply to cocoa
'nd it is a mavter of common Mnowledge that anyone intending to impart cocoa in'.
commercial quantities should obtain the necessary expart and import licenses anc

pay the rrescribed duty on the cocoa at a customs port a'p the frontier.

1/ see T/997. ' /C. Act:..
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Ce Action taken by the St vanding Commlttee
-48. This petition was examined and discussed at the 39th and hO*h mee+invs of
the Standing Cormittee on 15 and 18 July 1952.

contained in documents T/C.2/5F.39 and 40.
u9.

The relevant discu351on is

At its LOth meeting, the Committee adopted; by 5 vetes to none with one
absuert*cn,the draft resolution which is reproduced bslow as *esciution &).

/5. PETITION FR':
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5. FEZTITICN FROM THE B INGA NATIVE | commuNIzY (T/PET.4/S1)

A.\ ' Surmmary of the petition . -
5C. The petitioners refer to their previous petition (T/ZET.%/7) in which they.

sought title t(o and compensaticn for land cccupied by the United Africa Company.

since before the First World Wer. They refer also to o subsequent ledter from
the Chief Secretary of the Nigerian Government {copy not attached) which !
apparently communicated the Government?!s decision in the matter and states ﬂ.at
compensetion has been paid to the Vichoria Native Administration. Tl;e
petitiorners complain that the vae-rnment 23 not corsulted them in fe\aching
this decision, that indigenous ownsrshlp of the land has not been recognized
and that the compensation should not have been paid to the Native Aufhority

. but to tie pstitioners themsslves since. the land in question was alierated
‘befare the present law waé passed relating to the administration of native
Jands. They therefore request the Trugieeship Council to intervene with the
Administering Authority on their bekhalf with a view to obtaining revocation

of the Government's decision and satisfaction of their dg:'mnds.

B. OQObseervatlions of the Administering Authorit.;l/ _

51. The Administering Authority states that the Unitéd Africa Company occupies

the land in question as successor to a previous company which was established
‘prior to the Firet World War. Ths Company did not poscess freeholé title to
the land since it had failed to reglster its claim within the preseribod tires
limit. ‘chever, this was regarded as a pwely technical omission in view cof its
leng perio'i of undisputed cccupation of the land.

52. The question was submitted to negotiation between the Tompany and the
Administsring Authority acting as trustes for the indigencus inkabditants aé

2 result of which ths Company was granted a certificate of occupancy subject .
to payment of an annual rental and of arrears of rent covering the perig& of
occupation. This rent is paid to the Government which, in turn, rays a sun
equivalent to the rent to the Victoria Native Administra"\:ion which'is the
nearest and smallest unit of local government in the area. The monies thus

+transferred are used for the benefit of the indigenous populaticn in the area

in which the property is situated.

/53. The

Y T/c.2/sRa.
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53. The Administeripg Authority states thet it is not mWerared to réverse its
policy by paying the revenue derived frcm the land d.i_fectljt to the Bwinga Fative
Comrunity. |

C. hction talien by the Standing Comxitiee

54, This 'peté'ution was eicamined and -ciscussed at the 39th é‘nd._‘lroti'j meetings of
the Standing Committee on 15 and 18 July 1952. The relevant 'dis(;ussion is’
conteined in documents T/C.2/SR.39 and 40,

"'55. At its 40th meeting, the Comrittes adopted, Ly 5 votes to O with 1. ’

" abstention, the draft resolution which is reproducsed below as resolution (5).

/()
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(6) PETTTION FROM MR, MARTIN ASONGWED. ATD CTEERS, BAMENDA I:PROVM.E."‘T
ASUOCIATIOI\S (T/PET h/8°)

A,  Summary of the petition

56, Ina cablegram, parts of which are rather difficult to understand, the
petitioners submit a dlsput= ‘concerning land which the 2y allsge to have been
Wrongi'u]ly taken from them by the people of Bali with the -agssistance -of ths
former German and pregent Brltish adminiaty ations.  They state that after hav.m,f
pet"tioned unsucr'essfully for the return of the land they brought their case
before the Suprcme Court. " Their sult was rejected and they were required to
Tay 150 guineas coats; the Juége stating that they snoula have obtained t*tle )
“to the land before ini'l::latmb legal procex.dmus. L

57« Oxn the day of the dndgment , Tifty women deronstrated before the judge
demanding thet he either prant permission for them to ferm the land or restrain
"both parties to the disI;ﬁte from doing so u’ntil'- the case was settled, The
Tollowing morri‘ing,- while -the Julge left Baméraa under a:-police escort, the
executive cfficer addressed the women and later wrote letters to tha petitionem'

ordering them to restrain from using the land. .

58. Incensed by the' court's actlon and by the taunts of thelr opponente, the
DPetitioners state that: they "declared civil war! against the people of Bali on
'3 March and that the Resicént of Bemenda swamoned a detackment of .over 100
congtabulsry to ‘reétore order. They assert that the disorders in Bemenda are
due o béd_. adminiistration and they protest -the Resident's action in removing
two of their chicfs from the hospitel, They also demand that periodic reports
- on the disturbances be sent to the Goverfbr end the Fress of Nigeria. -

B. Observations of the Administering :xutho*it*y
59. " The’ Aamlms tering Authority states that the land in question wag occupied

by a number  of clans known collectively as the Widekum Migration until about
Since that time

1660 when the Balis invaded and took possession of the area.
the Widekums have never ceased to assert thelr claim to the lend and - ‘there has
been comsiderable 1ll-Teeling between the' trites. For its pert, the '

1/ ‘See T/1013 and T/C:2/8R.39+ /Acministration
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Ad:inigtraﬁisn has consisteﬁtl& held the view that since the Balis were in
effective occupation at the time a European administration was established in the
Cameroons, the validity of their title by right of conquest must be recognized.
The Administering Authority adds thet the situation is cqmplicated_py the fact
that along the greater part of the boundary the two communities are intermined
and repeated efforts to delimit the boundaries of their respective territories
have been unsuccegsful. .. .
'60. In 1950 the people of Mengen-(a branch of the Widekums) cormenced a series
of legal actions vhich resulted in an appeal to the'Supreme Court in which ihey
~clalmed title to virtually the whole area subject to the jurisdiction of the
Bali Native Authority and $10;OOO damageé for trespass. The claim vas dismissed
on 25 February 1952 because the pilaintiffs had not pleaded a title to the land
under the Lend and Native Rights Ordinance and the Bali defendants were awarded
150 guineas costs.. The Mengen people felt aggrieved at this decision‘and'a
depﬁtation of some 150 people, mostly women, demonstrated before the Judge's
guarters where lengthy explanations were given by both the Judge and the Senior
District Officer elthough with little effect. S '
61. Subsequently, on 3 March, about 5,000 armed persons from Mengen and allied
communities made a concerted atfack on Bali territory during vhich they burnt
scme 2,000 homes, looted crops, cattle snd property and destroyed bridges on
the roads. In this and éubsequent minor affrays 4 Balis and 3 Widekums were
killed and a total of 48 persons injured, the number being not more only because
‘of the timely intervention of the Resident and other officials. Ordgr has now,
however, been restored without resort to the use of force. The two chiefs
referred to by the petitioners were in hospital at the time of the attack but
upon their discharge were taken back to their village in order to recall their
tribesmen. 4
62. 1In view of the Supreme Court's judgmert referred to above; the Governor
has ap;ointed a jﬁige'of the Suprem2 Court to conduct an epquiry into the rival
claims of the disputants to the land in question and to meke recommendations
touching the exercise of any powerstconferred upon the Governor by the Land and

Native Rights Ordinance.l The Commissioner is at present engaged in this:

é/ The relevant sections of the Ordinance are quoted in the observations. -
- ) /enquiry
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‘enquiry and the Admznisterlng Autho "ity suggest that vwhile the matter is »

. sub-gudice, the Trusteeship CounC1l may deem it approprlate to bring to the
attention. of the petitioners the fact that a Commission of Enquiry has been
.establisled. . . - : o PR

63, The Administering Authority further-etatea that a aepafcte ;nyeetigation.
has been instituted under the_Collective Puoishment Ordinance to ascertzin the -
responsibility for the disturbances and that t-e results of this 1nvest*gation
will be available shortly.

- Action taken by the Stanulng Cormittee
6&. This petition was examined and discussed at the 39tn and hOth meetlngs of
the Standlng Committee on 15 and 18 July 1952. The relevant dlsouss;onjis:
contained in documents T/C 2/SR 39 and 40. ‘ ‘ ‘
65. At its 80th meeting, the Committee adopted by 5 votes to none w1th 1
abstention, the draft resolution which is reproduced below as resolution (6).

_ /RESOLmON (1)‘
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PETITIONS FROM MR. JOSEPH NGU (T/P“‘T.’-'f/ 7 and Add.1) AND THE FRENCH
CAMEROONS WELFARE UNION (T/PET. u/m and Adds. 1 to.5 and.

T/PZT. L/72) CONCERNING THE CAMEROONS UNDER .
BRITISH ADMINISTRATION

.A_"_E}ﬁ under-Article 87 b of the Charter and in accordance with Jts rules
of procedure,

Having accepted and eramined at its eleventh session the petitions from
Mr. Joseph Ngu (T/PET.4/70 and Add.l) and the French Cameroons Welfare Union
(T/PET.4/71 and Adds. 1 to 5 and T/PET. 4/72) in consultati on with the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland as the Admmlstering Authority
concerned, which designated Brigesdier E.J. Gibbons as specia'l Tepresentative,

Having taken note of the information provided by the Administering.'
Authority in pursuance of Council resolution 383 ( D() as well as of the oral

statements of the special representat:we and the representativn of the United
Kingdom, in particular that: ' . S a ‘

_ (a) the status of British aubjec*" or British protected person is a
necessary qualification for voting ard in order to obtain naturallzatlon an

. applicant must have resided in Nigeria or the Trust Territory for one year prior
to applicatioﬁ and must have resided in the Un ted Kingdom or a British-govemed
territory for four out of the previous seven years.

(b) the Administering Authority is examining the poesibility of adjusting
the electoral law in order to give immigrants from the Cameroons under French
administration the right of suffrage but it is doubtful whether the legal
obstacles could be overcome, ‘

‘ (e) with the exception of electoral rights, immigrants from the French
* Cameroons enjoy full freedom and do not suffer from any discrimination in respect
of appointments to the public service and the granting of scholarships R
(d) recent consultations between the two Administering Authorities have
‘resulted in agreecment on a number of questions concerning the frontier and
amended regulations concerning trade and exchange, are under consideration by .
the Nigerian Covernment which, if adopted, would remove all existing minor

inconveniences.

/The Trusteeship
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. The Trusteeship Council,
1. Draws the attention of .the petitioners to the observations of the

Administering Authority; :

2. Notes that the Admin;sterlng Authorlty is examining the pousibility of
adjueting the electoral law in order to giv‘= 1: zigrants from the Cameroons under
French admlnlstration the right of suffrage but thet it is very doubtful whether
the le~al obstacles can be overcome, , . '

3. Informs the petitioners that a Uhited Hations Vlslt*ng MlSSlon charged
with investlgating conditions in the Trust erritory will visit the Cameroons
under Brltlsn admlnistration during Novemher 1952 '

b, Decides that for the present no recommendation by the Council is necebsary,
5. Invltes the Secretary-General to in;orm the Admlnlster-ng Authorlty and,
the petltloners of this resolut;on in accordance with rule 93 of the rules Of

procedure for the Trusteeship Council.

/RESOLUTTON (2)
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RESOLUTION (2)

PETITION FROM THE BAKWERI LAND COMMITTEE (T/PET. u/76 and Add. 1)
CONCERNING THE CAMEROONS UNDER BRITISH ADMINISTRATION

~

Actlng under Artlcle 87 b of the Charter and in accordance w1th 1ts
rules of procedure, . :

Having accepted and examined at its eleventh session the petltlon from the
Bakwerl Land Committee (T/PJT L/76 end Adu.l; in consultatlon with the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire*and as the Administering Authority
concerned, wh*ch designated Brlgadler BE. J. Gibbons as special representative,

Having taken note of the written observations of the Administering Authority

" (1/955/A4d.1) as well as of the oral statement of the special representatlve,
in particular that:

(a) the Bakweri Land Committee is no longer fully representative ef the
Bakweri tribe, ° ' "
~ (b) other Bakweri representatives, notably the recently formed Bekweri
Farmers® Union, have adopted a realistic and non-political approach to the
ﬁroblem, and are seeking to evail themselves of the offered resettiement; |
~ the Bakveri Farmers' Union has, moreover entered into en agreement for the sale
of bananae to the Cameroons Development Corporation,
’(c) there have been signs of co-operation with the Administration in
iregard to the latter's community development schemes and it is the Administering

Authority'e intentlon not to relax its efforts in this direction,

The Trustecship Council,

- ——

1. Drows b aitection of the petiticners to the cbservations of the

o e e i

Administering Authoricy and also to paragraphs h95 LoB oi the annual report on
the "du1ni=*ration of the Terrltory and the relevant statement of the special

N 1
4 rep:esantnt* ve at the L43rd meet;ng of the Council—/-

l/ See anpual report on the admlnwstretlon of the Cameroons under British
adminis tretlon, 1951, paragraphs 495-498 and T/PV.443, page 11, Uth.

paragraph. / , /2. Reaffirms
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2. : Reaffirms the previous resolution 174 (VI) adopted by the Council et its
sixth sesaion; - C T i | . |
3.3“ égggg the petitioners to co—operafe with the Administering Authority in
ité aschemesfor resettlement and rehabilitation of the Bakweri; . a

b, Invites the Secretary-General to info:m tre Administéring Authority

and the pétitibners_df this resolufion in acéoxdagce wifh rule‘93,of the rules

of procedure for the Trusteeship Council.

~/RESOLUTION (3)
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. RESOLUTICON (3}

PETITION. FROM MR. A.K. IKCMI (T/:2T.4/78) CONCERNING
THE CAMEROONS UNDER BRI‘I‘I‘SH ATMINISTRATION

Acting under Article 87 b of the Charter and in accordance with lts
rules of procedure, _

Heving accepted and examined at its eleventh session the petition from
Mr. A.K. Tkomi (T/FET.4/78) in consultation with the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern ireiand as the Administering Authority concerned, which
designated Brigadier E.J,'Gibbo@s as special representative,

Having taken note of the written observations of the Administering
Authority (T/1018) as well as of the oral statement of the specizl representative,
in particular that:

(a) 1in respect of the land appropfiﬁted from him by the Government under

the provisions of the Land and Native Rights Ordinance, the petitioher was
- granted £5 compensation which he_accepﬁed without comment; since he did not

raise any objection to the amount awarded for nearly nine years he is deemed
to have forfeited any right to further compensation, '

(b) as regards the remainder of his land, the petitioner retains his
right of occupancy ard if any portions of thi:z land have been used by members
of the police or military on their own initiative, the petitioner has always

. been free to complein to the officer-in-charge or to the local courts,

‘The Trusteeship Council,

1. Draws the attention of the petitioner to the observations of the

Administering Authority; ' 4
2. Considers that under the oircumstances no recommendation by the Council
is necessary;

3. Invites the Secretary-General to inform the Administering Authority and
the petitioner of this -resolution in accordance with rule 93 of the- rules of

procedure for the Trusteeship Council.

/RESOLUTION (k)
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RESOLUTION (&)

. PETITION FROM JOSUE NOUBISSIE (T/PET.4/8G) CONCERNING
TEE CAMEROONS UNDER BRITISH ADMINISTRATION

~ Acting under Article 87 b of the Charter and in accordance ‘with its .
rules of procedure,

‘Having accepted and examined at its eleventh session the petition from
Josue'Noubissie (T/PET.4/80) in consultation with the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland as the Administering Authority concerned, which
designated Brigadier E.J. Gibbons 3 special representative; S

Having taken noté.of the written observations of the Administering Authority
(T/997) as well as of the oral stafement of theuspeéial representative in
particular that: :

{a) The petitioner and another African were arrested at the border By
custonms officials while attempting to smuggle some 700 lbs. of cocoa into
the Territory; they were charged under section 197 (d) of the Customs Ordinance
but agreed to settle .the case out of court and were fined a total of £h the
cocoa being confiscated,

(b) Thesge penaltles appear to be reasonable in view of the fact that the
maximum penalty which mey be imposed under the Customs Ordinance is equivealent
to three times the value of the goods or £100, whichever is éreater,~7

(¢) There is no evidence to- support the petitioner's charges against the
preventive staff, _ _

(d) The population of the areas adjoining the border is well aware of the

customs regulations governing trans-frontier trade.

The Trusteeship Council,
1. Draws the attention of the petitioner fo the observations of. the

Administering Authority;
2. Considers that under thé circumstances no recommendation by the Council

is necessary; : . »
3. Invites the Secretary-General to inform the Administering Authority and the

petitioner of this resolution in accordance with rule 93 of the rules of

ﬁrocedure for the Trusteeship Counecil, - .
/RESOLUTION (5)
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. RESOLUTION (5)

PETITION FROM THE BWINGA NATIVE COMMUNITY (T/PET.:/81) CONCERNING
THE CAMEROONS UNDER BRITISH ADMINISTRATION =

Acting under Article 87 b of the Charter and in accordance with its .
rules of procedure, ' T
Having accepted and examined at. its eleventh session the petition from
the Bwinge Native Community (T/PET.k/81) in consultation with the United Kingdom
of Greet Britain and Northern Ireland as the Administering Authority concerned

vwhich designated Brigadier E.J. Gibbons as spec! al representative,-

Having taken note of the oral statement of the special representative,
in particular that:

‘(a)" The United Africa Company .did not possess freehold title to the
land in question because it had failed to register W1th1n the prescribed
tine-lini't, but this was: regarded as a purely technical omigsion in view of the

rlong period of undisputed occupation of the lend by the company, .

(b) As the resuit of negotiations between the company and the Admlnistering
Authoritv as trustee for the indigenous population of the Terrltory, the |
company was granted a certificate of occupancy subject to payment of an annual
rental end of arresrs of rent covering the pericd of occupation,

(¢) A sum equivalent to the rent is paid to the Victorie Native
Administration, which is the nearect and smellest unit of locai government
in the area to be used for the benefit of the indigenous population in the
area in whichk the property. is-situated, -

(d) Thke Administering Authority is not prenared to tranefer the revenue

derived from the property to the Bwinga Native Community.

. The Trusteeship Council
1. Draws the attention of the petitioners to the observations of the

Administering Authcrity;
2. Considers that under the circumstances no recommendation by the Council

is necessary; .
3. Invites the oecretary-General to- inform the Administering Authority and the

petitioners of this resolution in accordance with rule 93 of the rules of

procedure for the Trusteeship Council. .
: /RESOLUTION (6)
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RESOLUTION (6)

P‘“I*"TION FROM MR. MARTIN ASONGWED AND OTHERS , BAMENDA IMPROVEMENT
ASSOCIATION {T/PET.)/82) CONCERNING THE CAMEROONS
'UNDER BRITISH ADMINISTRATION -

Acting under Article 8“( b of the Charter and in accordance with its
rules of procedure » ) :

Having accepted and exemined at its -eleventh session the petition from

Mr. Mertin Asongwed and Others, Bamenda Improvement Apsociation (7/PET.14/82)

in consultation with the United Kingdom of Great Britam and Northern Irelend

as the Administering Authority concerned which designated Brigedier E.J. Gibbons
as special represenuatlve, '

- Having taken note of the m'itten observations - of the Administering Authority
(T/1013) as well as of the. oral statement of the suecial represente tive, -

in particular that: - ‘

(a) The petition relates to & dispute of iong standing concerning land
which the Bali Tribe tonk by conquest frnm a group of clans known as_the
Widekum Migration ebout 1860, '

(v) Recently the people of N’engen ( a brench of the Widekum) sul:mitted an .
appeal to the Supreme Court claiming virtuelly the whole of the area subject
to the jurisdiction of the Bali Native Authority and-£.10,000 damages for -
trespass; the claim was dismissed on 25 February 1952 because the plaintiffs .
had not pleaded a title to the land under the Land and Native Rights Ordinance
anci the Bali defendants were awarde( 150 guineas costs,

( ¢) Subsequently concerted attacké were made on Ball territory by persons
from Mengen end aellied ccmmunities during which the attackers burnt some. 2,0C0
homes, locted crops, cattle and property and destroyed bridges on the roads;
in this and subsequent minor affrays 4 Balis end 3 Widekums were killed and 48
persons injured; order was', hovever, restored without the use of force.

(d) The two chiefs referred to by the.petitioners were in hdspital at
the time of the attack but upon their diecherge were taken back to thelr '

villages to recall their. tribeemen,

/(e) A Cormission
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(e) A Commission of Enquiry has been appointed to investigate the rival

claims of the disputants to the land in questioh and to méke recommendations

touching the exercise of any powers conferred upon thevGoVerﬁor by the Land
and Native Rights Ordinance. .

The Trusteeship Council,

1. Dravs the attention of the petitioners té the observations of the -

Administering Authority, in particular regarding the establishmept'of,é
Commission of Enquiry to 1nvestigate the rival land claims; n

2. . Requests the Admlnlsterinc Authorlty to 1nform the Council of the results
.of the above-mentioned enquiry;

3. Considers that pendlng the outcome of the enqulry, no recommendatlon by
the Council is necessary; '

L. Invites the Secretary-General to inform “the Administerlng Authorlty and

the petitioners of this resolution in accorda. :e Wlth rule 95 of the rules
of procedure for the Trusteeship Council,





