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l. At its -293rd, 294th and 321st meetings on 10 and .11 January_and ' 

7 February 1956, thE:l Standdng ·commit tee on Peti~ions , c-o~o~eá."of the 

r~present~tives of Australia, Bel~ium.1 France, ·Haiti, India ~ and the Union· of 

Soviet Socialist Republics , examined the petitions _concerning ·the Trúst 

Territory of the Cameroons under French administration which are. listed in the 

preceding table of contents. 

2 . V.ir . Raymond Lef~vre participated in the examination as the special · 

representative of the Admini~teri_ng Authority _concerned •. . 

3 . The Standing Committee submits herewith to the Council its report on 

these petitions and recommends·, i:ri accordance with_ rul~ 90~ ·paragraph 6, . of th~ 

Council I s rules of procedure, tha~ the 9ouncil ·decide that no· special 

information is required concerning ,the acti~n -taken on the ~e~olutions contained 

in this report. 
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l. The petitioner ·complains that ,the Société des Planteurs du Foumban 

occupied his lan~.at Koutié1 near Foumban, without consulting him or the Sultan 

at 'the time, Njoya, who was the traditional representative of tqe country. 
' Besides at that time no one had the right to criticize Europearis. 

2. He asks for 11 million francs CFA compensation and the restitution of bis 

land, on which there are huts and many trees . 

3. The Adm.iniJtering Authority states in its observations (T/OBS . 5/65, 

sec~ion 2) that the land occupied by the Société des Planteurs du Foumban was 

transferred to it in accordanc·e with the regular procedure for granting 

concessions. No objections were made after the legal announcement and the 

holding of the palavers. The palavers were held in December 1926 and in 

June 1929. The land in· question was éntirely uninhabited. 

4. The petition was examined· and· discussed at the 293rd and 321st meetings 

of the ·stánding ColI:lilittee (documents T/c.2/SR . 293 and 321). 

5. The ·special representative of the Administering Authority gave an 

explanation of the decrees governing concessions . He ·stated that concessions 

• are granted in accorda·nce with procedures which provide for prior consultation' 

with the local coD3llunities anda éareful investigation of all rights and claims 

advanced. Once a concession has been finally confirmed, the concessionaire 

beccmes the legal owner of the land anda new claim can be considered only by 

tbe judicial courts . Íf ,the petitioner wishes to pursue his claim he can file 

·a complaint with the Court of First Instance at Foumban. He can obtain all 

information relating to the c_oncession and to his legal rights from the Land 

Registry Office (Bureáu des domaines) . 

6. At the 321st meeting, the representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics proposed that the Council should request ·t_he Administering Authority 

to take the necessary steps to meet the ·legitimate rights -of the petitioner to 

his land. This proposal was rejected by l vote t◊ 3 with 2 abstentions . 

7. At its 321st meeting, the Ccmmittee adopted by 4 votes to none with 2 

abstentions draft _resolution I, annexed to the present report, which it 

recow.mends that the Council adopt. 
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II. Petitioii from Vir . Biki~-B·i~Ng~a-~g··(T/Pk.·5/408) ·, ._ . ' : '; . 
• . . . . . . 

! • ' 1·· ·.-. . 

l. The petition~r claims t~at the S_ong-N~;áng·.-·1.ond at ·Mouanda (Eséka· ':· · · 

• Subdivision) belongs t~ .hini• in its ~~ti;ety and by ciistcÍnary':1~w • . However, 

. Chief Henri Mat:lp·, who has for long been in. illega1: possession of _the • land;. 

obtained a title to it without c_onsulti~g him and. with the assistance • of the· _ . . . ' . . . . , . . . ' . • 

local authorities . He states t~at he has_ ~u~mitted complaints, which have so 
- ~ ' . . 

far remained unanswered. 

2. The petition asks either that ~his próperty be restored or that he be pa,id 

com:pensation of 3 million francs , -: since • the piece • of iand is· t,ro kilometres 

long and two kilcmetres broad. • • 

3. _In its observations (T/OBs.5/65, s.ecti·~~ 5)·; ·the· ~dmiriistering Auth'ority ,

declares that the land claimed by Mr. -Bikim-~i~N~~~g; 48
1

hectares in area, was 

the subject of an investigation ·of ·_title ; carried out·Jori._ behalf .• of ll'.cr~ Henri Matip 

in accordance with the usual proc~dure. •. M:t: ~.-B1kim _had the same oppÓrtunities as . 

anyone else to state his cla_ful. during th_e proceedings •. . 'As no object~ons were 

raised either during the .palavers or· at ·the· t _ime · of the -.aw:ard; the ·court of 

s~cqnd instanc·e at Edéa rec_ognized._ Mr. Henri Matip Is -clai!ll ·at a hearing on • . 

17 April 1946.' . The decision of- the éo~t of second. instance at· Ed.éa has now 

beccme final . 

4. The petition was examined and discussed at · th~ 29~rd and ·:;21st meetings of'. 

the Standing CorrJllitt_e~ (doc'uments T/C . 2/SR.293 ·and 321). 
. . 

~• • The special representative, of the Administer~g Authori~y: ~xpressed th~ 

belief that .it was open to the petitioner to .file a ccmplaint with the compe~en~ . 
' . ' ·. . . 

custcmary o; French court, _ which would, ho~eve;-, consi~er' his • claim only if he . 

cciuld produce new evidence which was not_ pr~sént~d at . the time of the award. •. 

6 . At ·its 321st, nie~t-ing, ·the Committee ~do;ted by 4 ~otes to none with 2 

abstentions araft resolut~on. II, annexed· to the _p:r:esent report, which it 

recolJj]]lends that the Council adopt • . 

. . ... . ~ .. 

• ',•· . .,., ' 
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III . Petitions from thé Local Committee_ Qf the Union des Populations du Carreroun 
of Batcha (T/PET . 5/414) and from the Popul ation of Batcha (T/PET. 5/435) 

• l. The authors ~f T/PET. 5/414 complain that t1Íe Departll!ent of ·Hater and 

Forest;y tears up their cash crops , .such as coffee trees, from their ancestral 

iand at Batcha village (Bafang Subdivision) and imposes sever e penalti es . They 

gi ve ~he names of tbree • of their· • comrades, who have so suffered during a period 

of two years and who have been heavily fined . The population of the village had 
I 

never been informed that the land had been classified. 

2 •. The petitioners protest in general,. that classification of landas forest 

takes place without_ cor::sultatioii with persons enjoying customary rights and 

without the consent of the indigenous inlíabitants . 

3. In its observatioris (T/OBS . 5/63, section l) , the Administering Authority 

states tbat the three ?ompiainants, like. all the inhabitants of their village, 

were· informed of the classification of the forest . They were sentenced by. the 

Court . of First Instance, not by the Department of H1:1ter and Forests, for clearing , 

classified forest . Théy appealed 'and the normál judicial procedure is in progress . 

4 . Tbe. authors of T/PE~. 5/435 rep~~t these complaints . They 'add tbat 

(a) an old man of ninéty years of .age, who is t he fathér of 100 children, _ 
. , 

has now been completely" deprived of bis ancestral property; 

(b) the Catholic Miss ion is now . c l ;üming as its property land temporarily 

transferred , to i t to build a chur.ch . 

5. The petitions wére ·~xamined and dis~ussed at the 293rd and 321st meetings 

of the Standing Comm~ttee (documents T/~ . 2/SR .29J and ;21) . 

6. The special representative oi the Administering Authority stat~d that the • 

forest at Batcha was classified ·in 1947 in accordance with the procedure set . ~ . . 
forth ih the decree of 1946 which provides for príor consultation with the local .· 

inhabitants, the hearing .of appeals apd the payment of inde~ities to persons who 

·suffer loss of their customary rights . The boundaries of t~e area tb be classified ·. 

,:ras made Imown to the people of Batcha at· thé time of classificatión and no 

opposition was made by them. It is therefore incorrect to state that the· pe:ople 

of Batcha were not informed or that . they were not consulted. The three persons . 

referred to in the :petition a:p;eáled thei;r fines and their a,ppeals were rejected 

by 'the cóurt; one of the petitioners,'Mr . Happi, was subsequently f'ined again 

for a . second offence . 
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·7 • In -the opinion -of the Administering,Authority) the .village ·of Batcha--

possesses ad~quate cultivable l~~a·-~n~ -t~e a;ea cla-~s~f¡~~-a~ 'f'~rest .-i'~ ~ot' 
- ' 

c~>nsidered to be 'cultivable bn a pe;marient basi·s .· 

8 . . The special r ·e:presentati ve believed ·that -the complain't of' :the peti tioners 
' ' 

stemined from the ·v1idesprea:d opposi~ion _to ·forest ·c1as·sification among the . . ~ ... . . 
-indigenous inhabitants as · a result 'of wh_ich ·the A~nistering Authórity had ·been • 

únabie 'to carry ou-t'°further classification in 1948~ · At tbe present . time the ·, • , . . . . . 
policy of the Administering Autbori'ty is to emphas':i.ze_ xeforestation; particularly 

of hill tops , for purposes . of soil and ~,ater ,.c~~servation¡ .-A decree of 'Máy ·1955 • . . • . . . 
permits the establi~hment of protected zones in. whicb cultivation m~y continue 

subject to.cértain conditions • . 

9 . The Administering.Authority emphasize~ that the"pr~servation ' of/ fore~ts and 

reforestation measures have ~$ - theit' p~po,se . to protect "t~e ' land and ar~ in the 

intérests of the· local inhabi tánts . -. Tlie areá a t B.atcha is a réforestation area \end 
' ' ' 

certain ,cro:ps plant.ed cla~destinely have had to be torn up to protect the trees·. 
' -

·10. ·.Thé oia man referre·a, tó in •• the p~tition :was not · d:ispossessed of his lana. 

The persons fined _for illegal 'cleaiing of forest ·1and we~~ members of the family . ~ . . ' . . . 
Óf: ühich he-1s the heaéi . 

. . ., . ) . . 
11. • The land t,ossessed by the Catholic ' Mission ·1s a , very small area which was 

ceded to i t in accoréiance wi th the • establi_slÍed·. procedure ·for conce~sions which 

prpvides for prior consultations with the l 9cal .community. . . ~ . . . . .. 
12. At the 32lst· me~ting , ~he. representatiye or' the ·un~on of Sov~et Socialist 

Republi~s propo~ed that ' the Administering Authority should ensure that in the . ~ . . . , 

classifi~atio~ of forests • the righ~s and inte_rests of the indigenous . inh!3-bi tants 

are. not irfringed. Tbis proposa.l wá.s :rejected by 13 votes to 12· with one - •• 

abstention. 

13. ·At 'its 321st meeting; the.,Committee adop:ted by 3 votes, tó none with 3 • 

abstentions draft· resolutions III A anci ·rr1 13; S:nnexed to the_ present report , 

wbich it recommends that .the Council adop~ . 

' 1 
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l . The petitioner complains that "a politician named Dzode Fran<sois11 has 

evicted bim from tbeproperty which the latter had given him in 1948 in 

reimbursemen~ for certain ?f ·the petitioner's possessions. Tbe ·petitioner. built 

a house _with a stone foundation on the property and made many improvements. In 

February 1954, Mr; Dzode sued the petitioner before the Ccurt of First Instance 

which awarded the petitioner his lana and 5,000 franca damages, . but Mr. Dzode 
. ·. ...... 

appealed to the. Court of Second Instance, where, in connivance with the officials, 
he won the case. 

2. The petitioner also complains that in Bansoa, where he was born, _persons 

knm-m as Muleaklet and Visant-Iv'Jagnet loote_d a large number of eucalyptus_ and 

fruit trees from the prop~rty which they had given him . 

3- Finally, the pet~tioner, who is secretary of the UPC at Bansoa, urges 

vigilance in the. struggle for independence and the organization of ·a referendum 

b~fore Christmas. 

4. The petition was examined and di.scussed at the 293rd and 321st meetin
1

gs of 

tpe Standing Committee (document~ T/c . 2/SP.. . 293 and 321). 

5. The special representative of the Administering Authority stated that the 
' • . 

petitioner had nev~r ~een the Secretary of. the UPC at Bansoa, ~hat · exhaustive . 

enquiri_es by t~e Administrati'on had failed to identify him and tbat his _ name was 

not to be found in the population census of the area. The dispute to. which he 
\ . . , , 

refers had not been examined by any court in the Bamileke area and Mr. Dzode 

F;r-angois had ~tated that he knew nothing about it. 

6. The special representative further stated that, if the petitioner's complaint 
' was real, it was open to him to submit his case to .the competent court in the 

Territory. 

7. At the 321st meeting,th~ representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics proposed that the Council req~est the petitioners to supply additional 

information in connexion with his _complaints . This proposal failed to be adopted 
. ' 

because, after following the proced~e laid down in rule 38 of the rules of 

PTOcedure, the votes for and against the proposal were equal • 

. 8 . At its 321st meeting, the Comm{ttee adopted by 4 votes· to 1 with 1 abstention 

draft resolut;i.on IV, annexed to the present report, which it recommends that the • 

Council adopt. 
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V. · Petition f:róm the pop~lation of· the village· of ·Fonkónanke~. (T/PE'T~5/436)' . _._:',_::. ·: 

.' 1/· . Tbe p~titione~s stat~ ·tb~t _they are ·._the ~ine -~atables ' of the ; ·illage·. The. • · , 

n~me.of Mr. Jean T~huagne Zodoteho appears on the petition as representative
1
o:f • 

these notables . 

2 •. • Th~ petiti;ners c~mplairi. tha:t ·th~y· háve received notice o:t' .the sal~ ·•o:f their 

land by the 'vilta~e chiE:f t ·o a Mr .• Ed~úard. Pohsinger far a pri ce pf 68,000 ·franca, -

?f which the Cbief received _ 3'+ ,ooo francs fór .. 3,_400, sg_ua::r:e metres . They protest 

Vigorously against the sale . of :the l~nd to foreigners . .- . • 

3. In _its cbseryations_ (T/OBS. 5/66; s·ecti;n 4) ,- .the Administe~ing Authority 
• . • • . . . • .. • . • . 1 •. • -

declares· that . i t does not s_eem possible to reéard the ·signatory as · the 

represen~ative of the 'notables 'ánd popúlation _of .the ' village '•or ' ~ve'n of the 

ni;1e indigenous_ inhabitants, :¡,ho'~~ n~mes he· dó_es • not· give . The. Administering 
.. , ·' 

Authority j,s informing the ·sigpato:ry o:r the legal remedies_ Open to hím if h_is 
···. ; 

p~tition has any basis· in fáct . 
. . ) . 

4 . • ' The p.etition was examined •and- di13cussed at the . 293rd and 32lst __ meetings of 

the Sta~ding Commi ttee ( docúments T/C. 2/SR . 293 • ana_' 321) .. 
• • . . / .: • . . ·." ' .. ' \ • . ' . 

5. The special ~epresentative .of ~he Administéring Authority stated that the 

• paymen~ made was a . ~ustómar'y i~demrifty .. and . that, in . such trans~ctions, the 

:inde~ity was distribut~<;l in acéor.9-ance with. the ~rishes · of t1te . co~~ity • . It was 

not thepractice of indigenous comm~itie~ to inf~rm ,the ·Administration of ~uch· 

customary transactions . 

6 . • The special representative further stated ·that · if there ;ias an , irregularity· 
• • • • • 1 

in -the transaction, the prop'er coµrse for the petitioners was to file a ·coÍll1)laint 

w;i. th • the competent • jÚdici_aJ: court . 

7. At the ·32lst meeting, the representative ·of the . Union of ·soviet Socialist 

Republics proposed that the C~unctl should recommend to the AdministeringAuth9rity 
. . . . ' . . 

that it carry out an investigation· of the complaints· of the petitioners ·and' th~t , 

it take steps to return the :_land to the indigenous inhabitants o:f the Territory. _ 

• T
0

his prop'osal failed: t~ be adopied' b~c·au~e, after foll_owing' the p;oc.edure la~d 

down in rule 38 of the -rules of procedure, the votes for and agai~st the proposá.i 

w~re equal. 

8 . At its 321st meeting, the· Committee adopted by 4 ·votes :to 1 wtth ; ab·~~ention 

draft\ resolut;ion V, annexed to the present report, which. it. recomme~ds ' th~t th~ -: 
; , : • ,/' 

Council adopt. 
'1 ., 
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• v:L ·Petition from ·n:eínters ot' the Executive .Committee· of the UPC ·(T/PET. 5/439)· 
, . . . , . .. , 

l . . The petitioners· st.a}e thát th~ in.digenous population of Ngwan.dang, Mba.nga 

S~b9-ivision, Moungo Regior{~ . ;~ose· t;~dition~l chief -~na· qualified rep~esentative 

acc.ording to custom, • is DÓu~ Dipanda J a notable' is' th~eatenea • ;·ith pártial 

exprop~iat i c;m ~f land wh_ich traditionally belonga to it, aitua~d· be~ween 

kilon:etre . marks 89. and 85 on _-the E~~aberi-Nkongsamba ·railw~y. The s· .. P . N. P. , 
, . ' . . . . . . . . . ,· ... · .. 

a col onial company the .. Director of -which is a cer:tain Mr •. Mignon, is eaid to 

have settled on _the lana in question on its own initiative . It woula appe~r that 

this Mr . Mignon, a French settler, no doubt feeling hi mself all-powerful , last 

August had the aua~city to proceed to a large- scal e destr uction of planta on the 

above - n:entioned land belonging ·to the indigenous population of Ngwandang. • • 

2 .. The petitioners· consider that this would , if confirn:ed, ce one more example 

of the policy, disguiseo. under the nan:e of "vacant and m-merless l and' '. , of 

stealing t he inaigenous inhabitants! lana for the benefit of the settlers .' They

protest against this policy and den~nd that -the indigenous population of 

Ngwandang should be left in p~ace on its lands . 

3 . ·rn its observations (T/OBS .5/68, section 7) ,· the Ad~inistering Authority_ 

states that the S . P. N. P. Company is installed on a for n:er Gerrean pr operty which ,. . 

was _ leased to it •. Certain indi genous inhabitants have occupied the sout he r n 
' . 

part of this concession. ·Proceedings far the retrocession of this lana by the 

company are now· panding. The population is thus not· threatened with 

expropriation or eviction • . 

4. . The petition was examined and discussed at the 293r d and 321st rr.eetings o'f 

the Standing Committee (docun:ent T/c .2/SR.293 ~nd 321) , 
5 • . The speci al repr esent ative· of the A~inistering Author ity stated t hat t he 

facts adducea in. tbe petition we~e incórrect . The _land in question was for n:er~y ·,. ~ ·, 
a German property wh.ich had been onl y partly exploited by its owner with the . . 
r esult that local inhabitants had occupied the non-exploited por tian. Mr. Mignon 

/ 

occupies the. property o~ a short - term lease and has no per manent · right ~ of 

occupation. At· :t;he present tirr.e the question of the • future ownership of the •. 
. ' 

property is un~er consideration and it is,probable that the· non-exploited 

portian, at lea~t, will be restored to ownership· by the local community. Thus 

,. the ~ocal population is not· threatened with expropriation. 

\. 
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6. At _the 321st neeting, the, representative of th~ : Union of 1Soviet .Socia.list . 
• • • • • • • ' • ' ~ ' • , •• : . ' .: ' . • , ' • ' . • • 'f . • ' . • . . • 

B~publics proposed that th~ Council shou1a· recomzrend that· ·the Admi~isteri·ng 

Authority take all necessary steps t~ secura the legitimate .right of the 
• • ' 1 • ' • •• • • • : { ' ' ' : , • : ' • • • • ' • ' , 

ii1digenous inhabitants to the land. This proposal was rejected by 3 votes to ·2 
• t . . • ' , • . . .. : . . ' ' . : . . 

with 1 abetention. 

7. At its 32ist rre~ting, t~·-·c~mmittee --~dopt~d by j ;otes: to nóne w:ith 3 
• I • • 

abstentions draft res·olution VI, annexed ·to the present report,' which it 
' . .. . ' ., •. ' - . ' . . . 

• recomends that the '.Counc.il adopt . 
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l. The petitioner states that on 25 June 1949, under contract No. 125 concluded 

i n the ~resence of the Colonial Administrator, Mr . Rocert Ngondo of Poola Villa~e, 

Nkongsamba Subdivision, leased to the petitioner his land at Poola, Nkongsamba· 

Subdivi$ion for thirty years . The peti tioner pa id Mr . Robert Ngondo the sum . ·: • 

of four thousand five hundrea francs . 

2 . - The :i;:etitioner further· s·tates t hat he plantea the l ana with 1,500 coffee 

plant/, 800 banana plants, 60 mango plants, 4o avocado planta, 5 plum trees, 

rnaize, sugar cane, manioc , macaba etc . Ata certain point Mr . Pelletier, a 

pharmacist at_ Nkongsamba, 5.e1ze·a the land, uprooted the aforerrentioned plants 

and destroyed the food crops and "is in illegal occupation of the lnnd, The , . 

petitioner l aia the case befare tte Nkongsamba Magistrate 1 s Court, wbich ordered 

him to forfeit his entire prope:rty without compensation . 0n learning of this· . 

decision be took t he case to the Yaoundé Ratification Chaml::er . (Chambre 

d 'Homolo¡;¡:ation), which in its turn ordered the repayrrent of the 4,500 francs her 

haa- paia for the lana unaer bis 'agreérrent with the vendar . • 

3. The petitioner requests the restitution of the land ·arbitrarily occupied 

by Mr. Pelletier -with ,the complicity of the competent authority of the Territ.ory 

and the payn:ent of damages in respect of the coilll)lete dest ruction of his 

plantation . 

4. -In addition the petitioner asks for the inm:.ediate unification and 

inaependence of the Carreroons . 

5. In its observ~tions (T/o_BS .5/67, section 1), the Administering Authority . 

states t hat t he land clain:ed by Mr . Boniface Tague is part of a parcel of lana 

classified as t he private proJ:)erty of the Territory in 1942 and was acquired . 

by Mr . Pelletier .• . The adjudication, which follo-wed the. regular procedure, was 

confirn:ed by an order of 19 Becember 1949. It would seem that Mr . Boniface Tague .. 

was the victim of the dishonesty of Mr. Rocert Nganao, who sold him l and to ,,bich 

he can have had no right whatsoever, as iiis naue does not even appear on the list 

of forrrer mmers ,,ho received .compensation when the land was classified in 1942. . . 
6. The Administering Authority further states . that Mr. Tague did not bring 

the natter before the court until 1952 ana on 12 August of that year he obtained 
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I, 

. . ... . .· 
reimbürsen:ent ~~ - the price he ~ad :Paid ·fo; th~- -land, 4,500 f~~~~s/wit.h intérest'; 

The court was unabl~ to award qamages . to ·:t:1r~-Tague • .- Thé . investigation showed · - .. 
~ ' . • • J ' 

that he did not take possession of the ···iand cefore .,it was occupied by 

'Mr . Pelletier in 1951 and _that he ·aid ~ot' con:e fo~ward ~hile·-it' was so ·occupied. 

It . therefore seems difficult to detEfrmine -wbat ·loss Mr. Boniface Tague ·could 

have sufferea . • ... \ ,. 

7 . The petition was examined and discussed ·.at. tpe 294th and 321st n:eetings of 

the Standing Committtee (T/c .·2/sR .294 and 321') . • . .-

8. • The _ s¡:ecial representative of.- the Administering Authority stated that the 
. . . . 

land had ceen purchased by Mr •. Pelletier in .1949 and. that ·therefore the • 

petitioner was the victim· of a· fraud ,~rp~t_r ated ~Y Mr •. Ngand<;\• : • 

9 . The ·.court had not ayarded darnages to the petitioner; beCBU:Se t~ere. was no • 

evidence that he had suffered losa . -Piior '. to. 1951/ when Mr·! fe l le'tier . occupied 

it, the la~d ba~ been used . by ,tl?,e: retitione~ _?n~? to cultivate amiua~-crops such 

as iraize . It was not true ·. thet he · had planted· it :with perennial , crops~ . . . . 

1 0 . If the petitioner · could show that pe had -spffe!ed -loss as a result of t~e 
\ , 1 ..... . ' • • • 

fraud, he could prosecute · Mr . Ngando 'turther for' damage s . ': Hé had not filed a . 

compl aint, hoveyer ;_· wi th -the _competent court . · • 
,.. . \ : . 

11 . A t i ts 321st · rr.eeting, the- CoIDIDittee. adopte d • by 5 votes to none -wi th l . 
,l ; ' ., • . • 

abstention draf.:t resolution VII , a'nnexed _to the present rep(?rt, :which it , 

recomn:ends that -the . Council adopt • . 
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l . The petitioner s~ated tha t . several years ago.he bought a piece of land in 

the narre of his friend Ngamga, built a shop and also paid for a licence . His 

friend, who worked a t Douala , b9ught there goods ordered by the petitioner, b~t 

the latte~ sup~lie~ the capital and did the bulk of the work. In 0ctober. 1951, _ 

Ngamga die_d suddenly and the Chief of Bangangté becan:e guardian of his children 

and clairred possession of the business. 

justification for thi_s ·cla im. 
The petitioner argues that there is no 

2 . The petitioner states that the case was heard on 23 September 1952 by the 

Court of First Instance · ~t Bangangté, -when the verdict was that he. should remove 

the goods and . leave the land to the Chief . He appealed to the Court of Second · 

Instance at Dschang, where he lost .the case completely, _. and then to the 

Ratification Charnber with no result • . 

3. The petitioner. also complains -that-the Chief, as a result of ·the 

above-n:entioned dispute, expropriated four fields of, barnboo plants, raffia pal ma , 

a plantation o~ six thoúsand coffee plants and three hundred stands of cane 

. belonging. to him. 

4. The petitione~ requests the inm:ediate total restoration of the property 

. illegally se~zed from him by the Chief. .He states that he has been unemplqyed 

since that tin:e with ma:óy children. 

5 . -In its observations (T/OBS.5/67, section 2) the Administering Authority 

states on the death of Ngamga , the petit ioner clain:ed to have been the_ partner of , 
the deceased, and not his employee • . The Court of First Instance, which considered 

the case, partially recognized the rights of Joseph Sarigo and ordered the 

succession to be shared . When the two parties appealed, the Court of Second 

Instance annulled that judgeirent and declared the son of Ngamga to be the_ sole 

heir . The judgen:ent of the Court of Second Iristance was subsequently rescinded 
• 1 . 

and annulled. as defective on 18 January·1955, after the case had been ·heard on , 

6 July '1954, ·and_ deferred for additional information. The case will therefore 

be reheard by the Court of Second Inst ~nce, which will pass judgezrent. 

6. The Admi~istering Authority states; with ·respect to the complaints a~out 

the seizure of. plantá.tions, tha t the raffia plantations, of which there are two,-

\ . 

.,. 
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• ' 

no_t four ~ were alloted t9_ Sango by :thé." ChÍ~f ,.- whó; ~ing th~ : ~rilst~e of ·the 
. ' . 

land:, withdrew them from· him · as . he "is autlÍorized to a~ by custom: • Tbe .-cóffee 1• 

I>lantation, on the other hand, • is áwned by Sango ana· has not ·reen· taken froin 

hiID . 

7 . The ··petition ;waá examined and discussed at the . 294th and 321st ~etings of 

the Sta nding· Committee (docwre·nts T/c . 2/sR.29Í4- e.nd 321) . •• : · ., ··.¡·_ ·, .• 

8. The ·s~cial· representative of :tr.e Administering·Authority" _stated that tbe · 

apI>eal of the two parties to t he di~put~ was still und~r c~naideration by the 

~ourt -of Se~ond Instance ~whi~h would pas_s judge~~~. • • • ' 

9 . · ·- W1th regárá to the petitioner ' s complaints ·concerniñg .-the se izure ·or ·his .. • 
• ' ' ' ' ' ' . . / 

land by the chief, the specia l representative , stated thát ·custoÍlla:ry law 

permitted a chief to withdráw lana· which he had. ·a.ll_oted to ·a• rretnber 9f his_ . 

communi ty ,iithout the payir.ent of compensa.tion~. 

10.- At the 321st meeting, the representati~e of -tlie Unio~ of ·soviet Socialist · . ., . . 
Republics ·proposed tha·t the Council should recomnend to· the 'Administé~ing • • 

Authority· that it take steps . to· return to .. the • petitioner the· land wbich was • t aken 
~ . .. 

away· from him . This proposalwas ?e jected by _ 3 'votes to 1 with 2 abste_ntions . 

11~ ·At its 321st tr.eeting., the Committee adopted by 5 vote s to_none ·with 1 

abatention draft resolution VIII; ·annexed to the present report~ vhich it 

recomn:ends that the Council adopt. . r • 
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I . Petition frcm Mr, Is~aila Mcnssapngué (T/PET.S/4o4) 

The Trusteéship council, 

· Having examined tbe petition frcm V.ir . Ismaila Monssapngué concerning the 

Cameroons under French administration in consultation ~ith France as the 

Admioistering Authority concerned (T/PET. 5/404, T/OES . 5/65, T/L.628), 

l . Draws the attention of the petitioner to the observations of the· 

Administering Authority and to the statement of its apecial representat1ve, in · 

particular t hat he can obta1n ali information conceroing the concession and his 

legal rights from the Land R~gist:ry Office (Bureau des dcmaines) .and, 1f he so 

desires, he may file a conlplaint with .the Court of First Instance at Foumban . 

/ 
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rr.'· P~tÍ.tion frcm Mr. Bik,im- Bi.:Ngwang ·.(T/PET~5Í4c8i 
..... 

The Trusteéship Counci l, • • 
,, .. :-

Havinp; examined the petiti•on .fr~m Mr· . .. ·Bikim- Bi- Ngwang ,concerniÓg .the 
•• , • . • • • • .. '. • • ' • • ' • • • • * • • ..... .. 

Can:eroóns under French administration in consultation with France as the ' . . . . ... ., 

. Administer~ng-·Aut~ority concerned (T/~ET~5/4c8, • T/OES~5/65_t T/L6~8Y, .. , 

L Draws the attention of the :petitioner to the observati9ns· of. thE/ .· -·. 
, . .. ' . . ' ... , . . ~ ' . . • 

Administering Authority an~ to the sta.ten:ent 9f i _ts speciá.¡ representative, . 
: . . ,·: . . ',. 

in particular that: ._ 

(!?:) _· The land was awaré!ed to. Mr. Henri M~tip . i~ .-acc~rdanc·e . wi·t1/ the ··legal_ 
• * : • . •• '. : • : • • • • • 

. . • . ' .· 

oppor~unity ... for the· submissi.o_n 'of_ c~aims, but . . . . . . . ... 
. . 

procedure~ which provides 

no claim was advanced by the :petitioner a.t th!:l,t time•. ..'. 
• • . • . . • • • ' • ¡.. ' ·~ • • .• .. . .. 4 • 

2. Suggests to the '·petitioner that, if he wishes . to pursue his claim; he ·. 

should s_~ek ad..;ice co~cerning -the courses ~f a~tion ~hich may be _:'~pen ; t~ hi~ 

frcm the ·Land Registry Office . 

. ; 
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III A. Petition from the Local CoIL!llittee of the "Union d~s 
0

Populations du 
Can:eroun", Branch of Batcha (T/PET.5/414) 

The Trusteeship Council , 

Having examined the petition frcm the Lccal Co1m1ittee of the "Union des 

Populations du· Cameroun11
• of Batcha ccncerning the Can:eroons under French 

1 . . 

administration in consultation with France as the Administering Authority 

, concerned (T/PET.5/414, T/OE[!>.5/63, ··T/L. 628) , 

l . Takes note of t he observatiori? of the Administering Authority and to the 

statements of its special representative, in particular that: 

(a) The forest was classified in acc0rdance with the established procedur~ 

which provides for prior cqnsultation with the local ccrnmunit~es and 

therefore the_ people of Batcha were inforrned of the classification; 

(b) The classifiqátion of forests and the reforestation me~sures be~ng · 

under.taken by the. Administering Authority have as their purpose to protect 

the land .and are therefore in the interests of the local inhabitants; 

(e) 'I'he land in. the possession of the Catholic Miss ion is ' a small area 

ceded t o it .after co~sulta~ion wit h the local community; 

2. Recalls the rect.ll1Illendations adopted by th~ Trusteeship Council at its 

thi rteenth and fifteenth sessions in conne~ion with the annual report of the 

Administering Authority, in which it referred to tbe dangers of deforestation 

and soil erosion in. the Territory; 
. 1 . 

3. Endorses the reforestation policy of the A~inistering Authority; 

4. Reiterates i ts hope that .the population of·the Territory will co-o~erate 
.,. 
the Administering.Auth?rity in the carrying out of these ~easures; 

5. Takes , note of .the ~ssurance given by the Administéring Authority that in 

classifying forests it will continue to take account of the interests of the 

popula'tions concerned: 

with · 
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• III B. Petition from the Population 'óf Batcha ·(T/PET . 5/435)' 

The Trusteeship Council, 

·, 1 • : 

/ 

Having examined th,e }:e~_i tion . fr_cm t~e .. • Populatio~ of Bate ha concerning the 

Cameroons under French administrat~on fn con~ult~tion w:i.th France ·as , the • 

Administer~ng .Áuthority: concerned --e T/PET~ 5/435, T/OES. 5/63~ T/L.628), 

l. Draws the attention of the .:pe·t':i.t~oners . to ,the-observatiqn's of .• the 
, -. 

Administering Authority and to the státen:ents of its special re~resentative, in 

particular that: 

(a) The forest was. classified in _acco~dance ·· with' the· established pro.cedure 

which provides for prior consultation with -the lpcal ccmmunities ana · · 
. ..-·· 

therefore the people of Batcha were !informed of the -classification; 

(b) The class ification of • forests .• ruid the refor_e~tation measures . being 

undertaken• by the Administering ~u~horit:y ·ha.ve ·-as their purpose to protect 

the land and are therefore in the ,inter·e~ts of • the local inhabi tants; 
• • • ' ' 1 • ·• · 

( c) The land. in the possession of the Catholic Mission i_s a small area 

ceded to it after consultation with the ·local community; • 
I , , ' . ' • 

2 . Recal ls the recommendations adopt~d by the· Trustees~ip. Cquncil at its 
. . 

thirteenth ·and fifteenth sessions in connexion with the annual. ·report of. the 
. . 

Administering Áuthority in wh~~h 'it reférrea··to the dangers of deforestation and 
. -

soil erosion in the Territory; 

3. 
4. 

Endorses the reforestation pol icy ·of the Administering Authority; 

Reitera.tes . its hope that the popul~tion ~f the Territory will· co-op~rate_ 

with the Administering Authority in t~e carrying out of. these ~ea.sures; 

5. Takes note of the assurance given by ·the Administering AU~hority that ·in 

' classifying forests it will continue to take account of the i nterests· .of the 

populations cóncerned . 
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IV. · Petition. from Mr . ~.aurice Kamkuigne (T/PET.5/423) 

The Trusteeship Council ; 

Having examined the petition f~om Mr . Maurice Kamkuigne concerni ng the 

Cameroons under French admi nistration in consultation with France as the 

Administering· ~uthori ty concerned (.T/PET. 5/423, T/OBS .5/72, ~/L. 628) , . 

l . Draws the attention of the petitioner to the statement of tbe special 

representative of the Administering Authority; 
' Suggests to the petitioner tbat , ~f he wishea to pursue his complaints, be. 

) 

should n:ake himself known to tbe Autborities . · 
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V. Petition from the -population ·of :the village ·óf Fonkonankem . (T/PET ;S/436) ' •. 

The Trusteeship Council, • 
' • 

Having examined t he petitión ;from ·tbe popula~iorí. of :.the -vil~age , 9{ • 

Fonkonankem concerning the Cameroons under French administration· i n consÚltation 
• I ~ . ·, ••• • • ' • 

with France as the Admi~istering Authority concerned (T/PET .5/436, T/OBS~5/66, • ,:· 

T/L.628), 
' '· 

l . Takes note of the observa:tions of. the 'Aam~nistering Authority and the . •. 

statement of its specialrep:r:esentative, in particular tbattbe· Adminis:te!'ing: 

Authority is informing tbe signatory of .the petition of the legal remedies open . , . . . . . 
to him; 

2 . Recommends tbat the Administering Autbority ·should make it compulsory to 

report tr{:l.nsa~tious • of the kind ref e~red to in the ;eti tion tó the local_ 

Administrator, so that the-Administration may interv~ne in ~ppropriate cases • 
. · , 

/ 
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VI . Petition from members of the Executive Cctl:lllittee of tbe UPC (T/PFJr.5/439) 

The Trusteeship Council, 

Having examined. the petition from members of the Executiv~ Committee of the 

UPC concerning the Cameroons under. Fren<;h admini'stration in consuÜ:ation· wi th 
' • • ✓ 

France as_ tbe Adminis._tering Authority concerned (~/FET.5/439, T/OBS,5/68, 
T/L. 628), 

. . 

l . Takes note of the observations of the Administering Autbority and the 

statement of .its special r epresentative, in particular that proceedings for · 

retrocession of part of tbe land to the local community are now pending; 

2 . Expresses ita conf·idence that, in ?ec
0

iding the future uonership of the 

land, . the Administering Aut hori_ty will continue to keep in mind the interests. of 

the local pópulation. 
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✓ ; • • ••• . .. . ,', ' 

The Trusteesbip Council, 
. . ,. / 

\ .. 

Having examined the petition from· Mr·~ Bonif~ce Ta'gue cbncer~ing. the .•. 

Cam'\roor.s under· Frent!h adminis~ra_t .io'u.:in consuÍtation wÍth ·Fiance "as the · 

Administering A._uthority ~~ndern:ed (T/PET".5/442, T/óBS·.5/67-, 'T/L.628); • . 
. ' 

Draws the attention of- the petitioner to the obsez:vations of the . 

Administering Authority añd to the statement of its special representati~e,. in 

i;articular that if the petitionér ca~ show tbat he has · ·sufí' ered -material loss, . . . ,, . .. . ~ 

i t is open to him ·to. pursue his claini for damáges • against Mr . :-Ngando in the • . 
\ • 

ccmpetent court of the Territory. 
I ·, 
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VIII . Petition from Mr. Joseph Sango (T/PET . 5/447) 

The Trusteeship Council, 

Having examined tbe pet1tion from .Mr . Joseph ·Saogo concerning the Cameroons 

under French administratton in consultation witb France as the Adm1nistering 

A~thority concerned (T/PET.5/447, T/OBS . 5/67, T/L. 628), 
1 -· Draws the attention of the petitioner ~o the obs€rvations of tbe 

Administering Authority and to the statement of its special representative; 

2 . Decides, in respect of the shop and the gooas, that fer the time ·being, 

since the case i s under examination by the competent court in the Territory, 

no further action by the Council is called f ar; 

3. Notes the ·statement of the_ Special Representative in respect· of the 

~etitioner ' s land claim that be 'It'J!,Y, if he wishes, take bis case to the customary 

courts . 




