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Summary
i
This paper is divided into three parts. The first part studies the role played
by immigrants in the southern region where, for the reasons mentioned, they settled

breferably.

The gecond part examines the assimilation of immigrants and their conformity to
-the Portuguese foundation of Brazil's cultural pattern. Since the XIXth century there
appeared among the immigrants people of high cultural value who settled foremost in
the southern region of the country. No immigration plan existed, especially no mea-
sures were taken for their assimilation. This development has given this region
. peculiar characteristics. When the immigrants settle %n campact groups assimilation
will be a long process but if they are gseparated and find themselves in daily contact
lation will be shortened. The origin of immigration

i agsimi
with Brazilians their h they were born, the country from which they

i country in whic
groups, that is the co y eligion and social conditions, also influence the

i i fession, I
;igizzzeéftgzzszigt:on. %he cultural relations betwesn immigrants and the Erazilian
people cannot be viewed from & single point of view, for they.present many-sided
aspgcts including the mutual cultural exchange between the different immigration

’
groups.
ted in the census

eals with the number of immigrants as enumera
. The thzrgeziizbgsathe flow of immigration in recent times. The two latest .
of 1950, an bout immigration concluded by the Government of Brazil are also studied,
ag;e:gentgui :he present prospscts for jmmigration in Brazil, which country, in line
aiti iﬁi tradition, is always ready to receive additional immigrants?

i i ited to the introductory summa

x G tribution of this document 1is lim . v ry.
Pzzzizipgiis who have been invited to teke part in the meeting referred to
ve also the full text of the paper. Other participants in

above will recei
the Conference will receive the full text upon request.

Pour la traduction frangaise voir au verso.
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E /CONF. 13/49™

Perspectives d'assimilation culturelle des immigrants au Brésil et expérience
acquise dans ce domaine

par Manuel Didgues Junior (Brésil)

Résumé. Ce document comprend trois parties; la premidre traite du rBle joué
par les immigrants dans la région méridionale ol ils se sont établis de préfé-
rence, pour les raisons indiquées plus bas.

La seconde partie est consacrée & l'examen de 1'assimilation des immigrants
et & leur adaptation aux traditions culturelles brésiliennes, dont le fondement
est portugais. Depuis le XIXéme sitécle on trouvait, parmi les immigrants, des
é1éments d'un niveau culturel élevé; la plupart se sont fixés dans le sud du pays.
L'immigration ne s'est pas faite suivant un plan préétabli et aucune disposition
n'avait été prise pour 1l'assimilation des nouveanx venus. Cette évolution a valu
& cette région un caractére particulier. Lorsque les immigrants s'installent en
groupes compacts, le processus d'assimilation est lent, tandis que ceux d'entre
eux qui se trouvent dispersés et en contact quotidien avec les Brésiliens
s'assimilent plus rapidement, ILe processus d'assimilation se trouve également
influencé par l'origine des groupes d'immigrés, -~ c'est-&-dire le pays on ils
sont nés, le pays qu'ils ont quitté pour émigrer, leur profession, leur milieu
social et leur religion. Le probleme des relations culturelles entre les immi-
grants et la populatlon brésilienne demande & &ire examiné & plus d'un point de
vue, car il présente des aspects multiples, comme, par exemple, 1l'influence
réciproque entre les divers groupes 4'immigrants.,

La troisiéme partie, qui a trait aux donnédes numériques sur l'immigration
fournies par le recensement de 1950, décrit aussi 1'afflux d'immigrants au cours
des dernicres années. Les deux accords les plus récents que le Gouvernement
brésilien a conclus en matidre d'immigration sont enfin examlnes, 1'auteur soulilgn®
les débouchés qu'offre actuellement le Brésil aux candidats & 1'immigration.

Ce pays, conformément & ses traditions, est toujours prét & accueillir de nouveauX
venus,

~

Seule, la présente analyse d'introduction fait 1’ob3et d'une distribution
generalv. Les participants qui ont été invités 3 assister & la séance mention-
née ci-dessus recevront en outre le texte intégral du document. Les autres
participants au Congrés recevront le texte intégral sur leur demsnde.
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1 - Participation of the 1mm1grant in the peopling of the

South of Jra"ll. CaUSes of the nre;e;ence,~iven to the

Southern regions. 2 - Portuguese base of the Brazilian for-

mation. dbsence of immigration plans. Characteristics of

the process of cultural relations. Historical and geographi
cal aspects of this -processe Origin of the immigrant group

and its influence. Present contacts conditions amongst groups.
3 -~ Foreigners present in Brazil. Rhythm of irmigration in

the last years. igreements of irnnigration and its tendencies.

Present irmigration perspectives. -

For making a study of the history of immigration in Jrazil,
one aspect of esxpressive signification jmmediately stands out, in tne

numan peopling of the southern
ans and Itallans and partly of Pole
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T+ is ewactly the southern regions of tie country that the
irmizrants have gone to, in the greatest number. The four States therein
includec (380 Paulo, Forand, Santa Cataripa and Jio drande do Sul) and
the rederal Sistrict as well shou 967.506 of the foreigners recorded in
the 1950 census, which represents 89;3ﬁ of the total for the vhole
country.

Tany factors have contributed for the -preference given to the
southern regions, other than the generally !moun Tact of the similarity
of its climate to the euronean one, which helps to retain the i migrante.
Sesides this factor, rerhaps important, but not exclusive, ~ther ones
night be nentioned. One of them is the circumstance of immigrants' cOo-
lonies, that have been traditionallyestablished there, followed by the
concession of tracts of land, so as to make the immigrants as land
ovners. Tae growih of these first colonies and their transformation into
prosperous towns and villazes constituted decisive factors for attracting
new immigration flovs.

Othed Tactor to noint out is the existence of land still ca-
pable of being occupied and to work upon by the mah as proprietor and
not only as a paid worker or job worker. It is also ::ell to nention the
develonnent of an indusitrial plant or park of foreign origin -- chiefly,
Italian in S&0 Paulo, German and Italian in Rio Grande do Sul ané Gernan
in Santa Catarina, wvhich contributes to attract nev immigrants.

2 - Consildering the essentially portuguese origin, on vhich .
Srazil was forned, the Jrazilian inherited from their portuguese ancestors
the same spirit Qf toleragce,'of confornation to circumstances, of sym-
pathy, and ol confraternization with foreigners, avoiding conditions
vwnich might cause either reaction from the immizrant, or even to his in-
tegration into our social and political panorama. This is so true,that
descendants of lrmigrants -- certainly, now a days, true Srazilian --
have occunied high positions in social and political groups of thelr

respectives states or in others, such as bishops, ninisters of State,
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governors, federal and state deputies, mayors(and aldermeﬁ.

This is an indigation that at least in relation to Turopean
groups, as the Italian or Gernan, not to mention the Fortuguese or the
Spaniards, of cultural lileness and psycho-gocial identity, types or

tendencies of less cordial attitudes were not formed. On the contrary,

vhat one finds is the existence of a hunan group of harmonic relations,

! . 3 » .
the developnent of a process of assimilation and cultural relations, in

walceh the influences interlace.
In fact, this is a consequence less of principle or standing

rules in the iimigration plans than the own tendencies of the Srazilian

pPopulation. Vithout a doubt, this has contributed to facilitate the de-
gree of integration of the foreign population of 3razile. d: a result of
this o great nunber of foreigners have becone Jrazilians by naturaliza-

tion. In 1872 naturalized 3razilians numbered only 1.2833 in 1920 they

v'ere represented by 52,526, increasing their number to 122.735 in 1940;

and to 128,897 in 1950, This last figure represents 10,615 of the total
S in 1920

foreigners resident in Brazil, whilst they representdonly 265

and 8.73% in 19L0.

One cannot say that fimigration in 3razil has becn rlanned in
through vhich the process of

a sense of scientific or rational basis,
y in the decade of 1930-L0,

assinmilation could have been foreseen. Onl
ultural relations of the groups of in-

studies on the-aspects of the ¢
pulation began to appear in 3razil. It was

migrants with Brazilian po
. nat the political aspects of the colonization of

during this period ti
) nt, chieffly in the South,

the various foreigner-2roups becane evide
Wwhere the problem of the nationalization of these groups became plain.

le to mention that, in_a certain way, the

It is worth whi
synonym for assimilation.

word natupalization has become , among us, a
santed, with the so called nationalization of the
v ’

“hat was actually
poration to the Brazilian cultural

foreigner-groups, was their incor
therefore, the execution of a process whereby

Values; one had in view, 0 cot, national cultural elements,

the foreigners accepted, OF woul
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rejecting their own. It wvas ratner a process of absorption, and so, u-
nilateral; vwhich in a general way, had not been similar to the condi -
tions under waich the cultural relations of the foreign-groups have
been developed anons us.

In the case of Brazil, a new country, of Portuguese origin,
although having its own characteristics, as a result of ccological and
culturallconditions, originated from other groups with which the popu-
lation has had contact 4- the ﬁrOcess of the cultural relations between
the 3Srazilian and the irmigrators - will have to be placed under other
aspects. In the first nlace, it never presents itself as wnilaterale. On
the contrary, it has been bilateral and souetimes polylateral. Saveral
groups participate of the process, that is, it does not present the sole
influence of a group over another, but the exchange of cultural elements
among the various groups, which as a matter of fact has occurred since
the colonial days. |

. .1t must be considered that irmizrations period in Brazil, con
tra}y to vhat succeeds in Eurbpe, is relatively short, so as to render
a coﬁparispn of the respective conditions of contact anmong the various
groups. In a wider sense, it does not attain 150 years, if the starting
point is taken from the opening up of the ports; practicaliy, hotvrever,
fronm 1808 up to 1870, tpe immigratory movement was small. Only after
the abolishmgnt of the slavery one may verify the infensifidation of the
‘irmigration, even though it could be noted a small increase during the
vears preceding lay 13th (Abolishment of Slavery’s act - 1088). In
this way, we have not as yet a great irmigratory tradition to considers
,§ome groups, as ‘the Japanese, have not reached 50 years of continuous
immigration; others, as the Syriané and Lebaneses,

this.

£0 a little over

Besides this aspect, other one nust be taken into accéunt in
the study of this process: the geographical localization of the irmi-

grant. In reality, this iS.another angle in which the observérs aust

~



stand in relation to the process of larger ér lesser assimilation of
the icnigrating group. The localization of the irmizrant hac excrcised,
and e:xercises great influence upon the results of the process of culty
- ral relatioﬁs; first, from a strictly geographical point of view, as
régards the areas occupied by the irmigrant; from a broader point of
view, as to the manner of ‘how the irmigrant was located.

The manner in which the immigrant was located, what could be
called the "type of settlement', influenced the faster or slower tine
talen in the development of the cultural relations. “hen the irmigrants
vere isolatéd in colonies, as happened in Rio Grande do Suly in the I-
tajaf Valley, in part of the mountainous region of Espirito Santo, the
process was slow, delayed and retarded.The-immigrant resisted longer
to assimilation, and only in the last thirty to forty years it has
shovm improvement. . |

Then, however, the imnigrants were distributed in farms --as
in the case of the coffee farms in S3o Paulo -- or in urban areas, as
in fhé capitals of S3o Paulo and in the Federal District, the process
was faster, much speedier and active. The irmediate,

of assimilation ‘
constant and daily contact with the Brazilian elements or between
different races helped the assimilation of the cultural traces, per-
xchange of values thaé'each group possessed.

mitting a rapid e
sser speed is observed in the cultural inter -

Greéter or le
relations, in face of the origin of the immigratory group. In fact,

the Germans or Italians,for example,
have their own peculiarities of habits and

despite the extefnal cultural

unity which they present,
' the South or from the North, the East or the

sentiments, whether from

Weste I had the oportunity of verifying this fact in my study of the

Italians. Even among inmigrants from the North of Italy, from Veneto

or Lombardy, the process of assimflation has a different rate of
?

speed., This difference acce

comes from the North or the Soutp.

ntuates, aécBrding to whether the immigrant

I even beleive that same holds’ true
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in relation to the Germans and possibly in relation to other foreign-
~STOUDS e

There is aluays in the immigrant a psychological sentlnent
that mvst not be forgotten. That which he individually secls -- and
with him, his fanily -- is a bettering of his social condition, a newf
standard of welfare, that will give him a better situation than the
one he had in his country of origin. Thus, the immigrant comes ani -
mated by a desire to become a land owner, of working his own land or
.to possess his own small cormercial or industrial »lant or store.

In this way, vhen the contact with the new lind does not im
nediately fulfill his icdeal, or does not give him prospects for such,

-

the immigrant feels discouraged. -This has in fact been occurring in
recent inmigratory currents. is a result; the problem of unadantnent,
which is the eiuterior aspect of his frustation and, consequently, of
the return to his native land, takes place.

The possibility of the irmigrant to become proprietor, with
the facility afforded in the fir;t vears of immigration in Brazil, has
décréased, firstly, by the existence bf fewerAtracts of land for occcl~
‘ pation in the southern.regions and, secondly, because the irmigrant

does not carry any more -that pioneefing spirit of the XIX century,
capable of facingjvirgin'landé, still to be conquered and populéted,
“in other areas of Brazil.
In the other hand, the industrial develoument of the Federal

District and 330 Paulo, and partly in Rio Grande do Sul has demanded
1abor hands, which are also required in agriculture. But this manual
1abof h;s not a very compensating salary, due to the industrie’s own
econonic conditions and also to the competition of the national labo-
rers coning from other parts of the country to look fdr better living
conditions in the Federal District, S3ao Paulo and Parani. The influence
~of the internal migration, to attend to the necessities of hand labor,

as well as the maintenance of'low.salaries, has been very strong.
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The i :igrant becomes, thus, an industrial worler op a rural

InAs . +~ 4 3 .
laborer; starts dlscontented,-lnadapted, anc, as a result, wants to

ct

retern to i ative comtry. It is true that the number of those who

[&]

’
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5t111 snall as compared to those who renain., But there is
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anotiier :snect to the problem, that of staring *in the country but not’
firing hiuzelf in a given activity; with the result that the inmigrant

bucomes, in a certain way, unstable in uis work. Tiose who stay a

“

usually qualiiied wvorlkers, who have certain tecnnical Imowledge. U

fortunately, we do not have actualized statistics covering the pro -

Taezzions of those who sbay and of those woo return to their native

hones, from yhich a deeper comparative study could he made. .

= - The Tational Census of 1950 showed the presence in Tra-

-
zil, of 1.2111.,18L foreigners, of vhich 128,897 alreczdy naturalized
srazilians, /e had, the crefore, @ total of 1.005.287 foreigners vwho
tionality. This Ticwwe

retained, in our country, their original nat

. T DT Ly P,
the 19L0 Census, waien 1.205.33%7 were found

of

3 - Ta 4 o
1% snaller than that ol

in such condition. The 1920 Census showed the highoest aunber

foreigners present in Urazil, totalling 145134625 -

Tt -;o8 natural this should have hanpened. The period hetveen
10 - .

1290 and 1910 =ns the one which showed the lavm t entries of ismi -

the first general Census in 1572, when

rants in our countrye. From
t one In 1950 -~one finds a

there were 582,041 forelrners to the las
and fron then .on an anpreciable de

nhe .Cecade 1910-1920 cauvsed a

sicnificant ascent up to 1920,

cline, The fipst Great world War in t
between 19LO and 1950, also a war period,

small nunber of immlgrants came in during 1940 to 1945.
d to recover its uptrend in the

drop in the immigrationj

Only a

The irmigration starte
, From 1948 to 1951, 1L2.651 immigrants

three years from 1949 to 1951.
ntered th untry, it being worth to note that the number relative
e el’e e CO , 1 . ‘ ‘ .
to this past year 624548, was higher than all of the previous twenty
is 3 )
(19%31-1950). Of these 624518 irmigrants, 28.977 were Portuguese,
years 31~ R I



¢.0:72 3paniards 54290 Italians, 2.829 Gernans, vhich added nales up

4

8007 of the total irmigration in that year; the other nationalities vere

UL

renresented by small groups, therefore, with less expression.

Sueh grouns conitriputed to increase the foreign poprleation
in Drazil, sonetines, settling in tovns, and sometimes in agricultural
5ettlements, other tines concentrating in colonial settlenments, vwaere
there were clready neople from the sane origin mingled with thogse of
otler commtries. Unforfunately the 1950 Cénsus has not so far published
che distribution of foreigners, in thie several stages, according to ng
ticnalities, and the only avcilatble data dre the one referring to Sao
Pzulo and Parand.

In 1950 Jrazil signed two irmigration agreenents: one with
Ttaly, e:clusively ror inmigration, and another one with the ilether -
1aﬁds,.for irmigration and colonization. Betveen 1205 and 1950 nredo-
ninated the spontaneous immigration, without viell conducted plans
canable of contributing to the fixation of the immigrant. “hat brought

the irmizrant was personal initiative, as a rule called in by relatives
and friends already residing in Brazil.

The scope of the two agreements above mentiéned-was to direot
to this irmigration, planning it in conditions convenient to both sides.
The statistical data have so far not revealed the exact influence of
the pre-established plan. In 1951, 8 .290 Italians came in, against
7.362 in 1950, and 6.352 in 19493 therefore, there was no fundamental
. difference. &s to the Dutch, L6l of them entered in 1951, as compared
to 660 in 1950 and 485 in 1949, The immigration,in the first year after
the agreement was signed, was Inferior to the one occirred in the two
preceding years.

It 1s worth while to register the fact that in the agreement
with the Netherlands, it was established that the Duteh immigration
will be completely directed, including the colonizing immigration and

the scientific, intellectual and technical cooperation. It is also . -
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recognized the sponteneous inmigration, vhether individual, in families

or in groups of Zamilies, subject to the laws in force in each country,

or resulated specially by erchange of riemoranda. In tbe agreement with

triitted: the spontaneous, based in a family call
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letter or uorl: rroposal, and the planned one, based in lista previously

agrecd w: Don, by re-vesentative of both Governments, for each group of

immigrants. ,
Undoubtelly, sreat prospects for imnigration are opening up

in Brazil, There is no cuestion that a convenient .standard of living

can be ascned bo the foreizners, provided that ~lans are established,

. T gq far Thi
the Limigrant adequate condifions IoT S
=2long with

>lz2 of uaranteeing
T suaranteein

esteblishnent and fiation in the comtrye. Tt suifices that,
this fipst contacts with Brazilicn posulation, tarough whi ich the initial
of the i:rmigrant to the pural Drazilian anmbient should Dbe
be grranged to enable the {:nigrants his future
: placihg wim in & position to buy wnder fa-.

or,
£ is the princip le of colonizing
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vorable conditions a smalil propertys I
large and nrorlls"nf’

il_migration, nat .)rale paeds, and t1]at ‘1111 onen ge &

s inmigrants.

prospects to foreigners vho scek us @
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