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Note by the Secretary-General 

For the convenience of the Preparatory Committee far the International 

Conference on Human Rights, the Secretary-General submits herewith extracta from 

the provisional records of the 1369th, 1370th and 1371st meetings of the Third 

Committee and of the 14o4th plenary meeting of the twentieth session of the General 

Assembly, which bear directly on the questions of {a) the Functions of the 

Preparatory Committee, (b) the Preparation o~ the Conference, (e) the Purposes of 

the Conference, (d) the Participation in the Conference, and (e) the Financing of 

tbe Conference. 

Statements made on other activities to be undertaken during the International 

Year for Human Rights or statements merely drawing attention to the importance and 

the character of the Yeár have not been included in this note. 

A. As to the functions of the Preparatory Committee 

Jamaica 

"He drew attention to the three speci:fic tasks assigned by Economic and Social 

Council resolution 1074 E (XXXIX) to that Conference, which, if it was to ~e:rve the 

cause of human rights effectively, should be prepared most carefully and with the 

participation of highly competent persons. The Preparatory Committee should also 

make a thorough study of the problem of financing. Some delegations had agreed to 

the convening of a conference only on condition that a preparatory conmittee was 
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set up. One d~légation had also emphasized the need to prepare for the conference 

in ·a ca1.m· atmospñere'··and had pointed out that the preparatory work would be of a 

teclmical nature and free from all political considerations • 11 (A/c .3/sR.1369, P• 4) 

Nigeria 
,: . 

..... · t 
; ... 

"The Committee must be widely representative if it was to arrive ata 

satisfactory statement-: of .t~e .Confe:·ence 1s purposes, and th~-~- was one of its main 

duties. It must, f or example, deci.ded to what e·xtent • the Coriference should be 

eoncerned with carrying out the aims of resolution 6. (XX) of the Commission on 
\ . . . . , • . .· . " . . · .. ·· ., · .• . • 

Human Rights and also decide hO'Ñ the Conference -could makc a lasting coñt:dbution 

t th f h • h~ 11 (SR 1369 J5)Y o e cause o u.man rig. ·vs. . . .• _ , .P • . 

Senegal. 

11 ••• . It would be . the, task of _. the preparatory committee 'to cor.1plcte the. 

preparation for the International. Conference on Human Rights 1 •• " (SR.13.70, P~ i4) 

United Stat es of America 

. "Operative .parágraph lJ.. -as ~dopted_. stat_ed that the pre9arat_ory . committee 

would, !organize and direct tpe. preparation. of the necessary . eval~ation studi~s ánd 
• • • ., . ~ • i • • • ; • •e 

other documentat:i.on 1 • She unC:erstood those words to 1.aean tlH3.t, in making 

arrangement.s for .the .cor~f ,~r ~xH;. e , , .. the f>r~pa.-ra-t o1;:,.~. ~omrn+tt~~ . ·.rould co~operatc w~th 

the Secreta:r:if. t in : :che ; usual WfJ.,r ~ ·i. e. H wo1'..ld prov irle dir8ct ion regarding the . 
• . . ! • 

subjects to be covered in· thi:! var.im.1s ~t'J.üies, but wonld, not d;irec~ the . 

prepara.tion of the studies to the c:;atent of talting cver the executive functions 

which properly belonged to the S.e-~,~~tariat. 110, •• {SR.1371·, pp. 9-:-lQ') 

As to the preparation of the Conference 
' .• : ~ 

Jamaica 

"It ·had béén poirited out -that objective and impartial technical studies and 

an~lyses ·ought to be ráade bEffore such an evaluation; ·the preparatory committ,e 

would direét those studies anda United Nations organ - UNITAR - had _alreaqy 
.. . _:' · • •' 

1/· Here and below this abridged symbol of the summary records of the Third 
Committee is used. 

/ ... 
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stated its readiness to co-operate in the technical studies. At the same time 

the review of progress would entail the assembly of documentation, in which the 

Secretariat would have to help. Hcwever, the whole group of programmes would be 

placed under the preparatory committee's control." (SR.1369, p. 18) 

The Netherlands 

"He attached great importance to the International Conference, but considered 

that its terms of reference should be precisely defined and that it should be very 

carefully prepared and steps taken to ensure that it was not exploited for 

purposes of politicaJ. propaganda." (SR.1370, p. 9) 

c. As to the purposes of the Conference 

Argentina 

11
All delegations would agree with the need to appraise the work that had 

been done over twenty years." (SR.1369, p. 16) 

Canada 

"In his delegation 's opinion, the proposals before the Committee - that for 

the International Year and that for the conference - should be of specific and 

practical help in promoting respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms." 

"In the first place, his delegation naturally recognized that the conference 

and related progrannnes would have to examine and evaluate the objectives aimed at 

and the techniques and procedures used by the United Nations in connexion with 

human rights. In its opinion, however, it was more important to perfect those 

procedures than to clarify the rules; in addition it was necessary to avoid the 

waste of effort involved in drawing upa complete list of developments relating 

to human rights in various countries; that was an impossible and thankless task, 

anda risky one as well. 

"Secondly, tbe Conference could usefully review the interrelations which 

should exist between the Universal Declaration, the two Covenants and the related 

declarations already in existence, with a view to evaluating the unity, direction 

and pace of implementation of the over-all United Nations programrne. The 

/ ... 
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t h to make a compilat1 .. ·on as to appraise the gen.eral objective would be no so mue . . 
appro~ch adopted by the United Nations in that sphere of activity and, perhaps, 

to study the possibility of co":"ordinatin¡; the major h~n rights activities wit~,in 

the. Unit~d N~tions systems itself', • of harmonizing the policies and activities of 

the various United Nations organs and bodies concerned with human rights, and of 

directing them towards common goals • 
. • "Thirdly., his delegation would like the Conference 'and the programmes to have 

. . . 
the maximum public impact, while at the same time laying the foundations for sure 

and, if possible, lasting progress . . In that connexion, advantage should be taken 

of the educational role which the United Nations played through its agencies; as 

already mentioned by the representatives of Iran and Venezuela, detailed 

consideration should be given to ways of enlisting the co-operation of educational 

institutions, learned societies, foundations, non-governmental organizations, 

artistic groups, and so forth, and encouraging them to devise study courses in the 

field of human ríghts. The energies and resources of intellectual circles should 

be used more full.y than in the past, especíally for research and investigation and 

in arder to familiarize the public with the ideals of human rights. Through those 

circles, new ideas might emerge, without which it was virtually impossible to make 

any practical progress. The idea of ·organizing conferences of educators and 

informat'ion media experts certainly warranted further exploration." 
(SR.1370·,' pp. 5-6) 

Ecuador 

11 The International Conference ..• _would be particularly conducive to the 
.,, 

achievement of further progress in the field of human rights, since it would shed 

light on the problems involved in the practical implementation of those rights. 11 

(SR.1370, p. 8) 

India 

11The internat~onal • conference not only would dramatize ·the observance of the 

twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the Univ~rsal De~laration of Human Rights, 
but would also help huma • t • • ; th. t ' · • • • • ni Y in e ask of reviewing the progress which this 
Organizatfon has made in the field _ of human rights during the. past twenty years." 
(A/PV.1404, p. 6) 

/ ... 
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~'The essential purpose of the co.nference ,-,ot:ld be. to review t:1e progress which 

had peen made in the field of human rights, so as to mnke a lastinG contribution to 

the cause of those rights. The • conference wculd also evaluate the effectiv:eness -of 

the technical methods so far used by the Uni ted H1:1.t:.ons to promete human rights. 11 

(ím.1369, p. 18) 

Mauritania . 

11The Mauritanian delegation whole-heartedly supported the holding of an 

international conference on human rights with the purpose of removing the scourge 

of racial discrimination in all its forms." (SR.1369, p. 14) 

The Netherlands 

"In particular, there should be a searching inquiry into the effectiveness of 

the methods employed by the United Nations in the field of human rights, and 
. . . . 

specia.l emphasis should be placed on the need for proper co-ordination of the . 

activities and policies of the val·ious organs of the Unite<l. Nations and the 

special,ized agencies in the field of human rights. His delegation supported the . 

suggestion submitted by t~e Comrnittee on the Interna+,ional Year for Human Rights 

in paragraph 166 of its report, namely, that the Conference should consider the 

g_uestion of stre_ngthening the ·executive power of the .United Nations in the field . of 

human ·rights. It also proposed that the Conference should consider the possibility 

of an expansion of the OrganizatiorL 's functions as a body responsible for carrying 

out investigations and giving advice in tlle field of human rights •. In addition, it 

advocated the -setting up of permanent machinery to consider.cases of violations of 

human rights, a procedure which would obviate recourse to ad hoc solutions 

improvised under the pressure of events. 11 (SR.J.370, PP• 9-10) 

Nigeria 

' 1The Conference should consider what progrcss the United Nations had made in 

human rights since the adoption of the Universal Dec'iaration and appraise the 
. . . , . . 

effectiveness of its methods. It should also prepare a programme _of steps to be 

taken after the celebration of Human Rights Year. 11 (SR.1369, p. 15) 

/ ... 
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Union of Soviet Socialist Repub~ 

"The Soviet delegation unreservedly supported the holding of an international 

conference on human rights in 1968 and • hoped· that it wou ld help to widen and 

deepen international co-operation." (SR,1369, P· 13) 

:Uruguay 

"The Conference should not merely aci.opt symbol.ic textn, but should rather seek 

to ensure the implementation, not only Of the principles o~ the Universal 

De~lará.tion of Human Rights,. but also, and above all, those of the Charter itself." 

(SR.1370, P• J2) 

D. As to the participation in tbe Conference 

Canada 

"His delega.tion hoped, of course, that Goverrunents would send to the 

conference qualified experts who normally concerned themselves with human rights 

in their respectiv~ countries. 11 (SR,1370, p. 5) 

France 

"However, while his delegation had, from the outset, recognized the usefulness 

of the idea of convening an International Con:ference on Human Rights, to which 

reference was made in the nine-Power amc:.1di11ent (A/c.3/L."J:318), it nevertheless 

regarded it as a complex and delicate undertaldng whose scope would have to be 

defined and which would call for very careful preparation. Should it be a 

Conference of plenipotentiaries, a Confe~cnee of experts similar to the World 

Population Congress, or something between the two? 11 (SR.1369, pp. 11-12) 

E. As to the financing of the Conference 

United Kingdom 

"• • • His delegation reserved its position on the question of the financial 

implications of the resolution just adopted until it hada clearer idea of the 

precise implications of the adoption of the elcven-Powe:r amendments . 11 

(SR.1371, p. 10) 

/ ... 
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"It considereu. that .•• the expenses of the co~1:'e:!:ence should be met from 

tbe regular budget of the United Nations and should not be a matter for study by 

tbe preparatory comrnittee. He therefore dicsociated. his delegation from the tvo 

tel9\'ant parts of the proposal (A/C,3/L. l)ÚÍRev .2)." (SR.1371, p. ll) 

United States of America 

11 She hop~d that the resoJ.utfon just ado:pted could be implemented wi th a 

mínimum of financial expense to the United .Nations. She would reac. with inter~~t 

.the proposals of the p:reparatory committee ::egarding the means of defraying the 

e:¡i:penses of the conference. Her delegation had no doubts as to the value of 

holding the conference but wished merely to ~nterject a note of caution regarding 

tts financing. 11 (SR.1371, p. 10) 




