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Annex 

1~ • At· :its '244th and 248th meetings · on 26 May and 2 June 1955, the, Standing 

Comini'ttee on Petitions, composed of the representatives of Australia,· :France, 

India, Syria, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republicc, and the. United States of. 

America, exnmined the petitions concerning the Trust Territory of Togol~nd under 

British Admin.istration which are l isted in: the preceding table. of content.a. 

2~ Hr; B.O.B. Gidden part:!.cipated in the examination as the representative of 

the Administering Authority concerned. 

,. The Standing Committee submits herewith to the Council its report on these 

petitions and recommends, in accordance with rule 90, paragraph 6 of the Council's 

rules of procedure, that tho Council decide t hat no speci~l in~orma.tion is r equired 

concernine the action taken .on the resolutions cover~d by thio rep<?rt. 

55-15091 
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I. Petition from the Togoland Cocca Far:.uers' Committee (T/PET.6/338/Arld.1) 

1. The petitioners sent identical petitions to the United Nations and to the 

Secretary of State for the Colonies in London. (Their petition to the United NaUonr 

wao circulated as document T/PET.6/338.) Their petition to the Secretary of State 

for the Colonies ,:as returned to them uith the req11est that their attention should 

be drawn to the correct channels of corr.muriication in accordance with the 

United KinGdom Colonial Regulations. 

2. The petitioners claim that tl:ii:; reference is an official communication to 

the Colonial Regulationn and :.implies t:tat the Administering Authority regards the 

Territory as a colony - i.e., that it does not recognize the special status in 

international law of' the Trust Terr:l.tory. 

3. The eist of the observatio~1S of the Administering Authority (T/OBS .6/11/Add .2) 

is tba.t the application to the_ Trust Territory of the Colonial Regulations in no 

v:ay deroaates from the special status of the Territory. The Colonial Regulations 

cover ti:e procedures to be follo,:ed in various a.dministrative n:atters in all 

Trust and Hon-Self-Governing Territories administered by the United Kingdom. The 

fact ti.1nt they nre entitled "Colonial" Regulations does not imply that all tbe 

territories in which tiwy o.re applicable are "colonie:,". 

4. The Administerini; Authority ndds tbo.t the o.pplicntion of Colonial Regulation 10'. 

ton Trust Territory io oicnifico.nt only in so far as it cnsureo that an inhabitant 

of a Trust Territory under United Kinr,dcm Adminiotration aho.11 not, because of the 

cpccio.l ctatua of hie Territory, be denied any right which he would enjoy were he 

resident in any other territory under United Kincdom Administration. It does not 

affect hio special additional ricrht of ncccoo to the United Nations in any Hay 

5. Tl~e petition wo:::; examined and discuoscd at the 244th and 248th meetings of 

the ~tondinc Ccrr.r:iittce (docu:ncnt:::; T/C.2/SR.244 and 248). 

6. i(t its 248th mcctinc, the Ccrr..~ittee adopted by 3 votes to none with 3 

nb:,:;t(.;nticn::: d:-nft rc:::;olution I, o.r.nexcd to the present report, which it recommends 

that. t:~~ Council adopt. 
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II. Petition from- t..!2.::. Togoland NatiorE::_~. Ji'a~s Union (T/PE,'.!'_.6/341) 

l. The petitioner states that on 14 No·,ember 1954 the Chief Farmer of Jasikan, 

Mr. Yawo Bani, whose farm is divided by the international boundary, w~s bagging 

his cocoa on the British side of the frontier when stx Preventive Policemen 

arrested him and his 14-year old son, took them to the Kadjebi Preventive Station 

and placed them in leg-irons. 

2. On 20 Nmrember, the man was tried and fined £150. Twenty-five bags of cocoa 

belonging to the farmer and valued at £87:10/- were confiscated. 

3. The petitioner requests that the Administering Authority be enjoined to 

return the fine and the cocoa to the farmer. 

4. In its observations (T/OBS .6/13), the Administering Authority states that 

Mr. Yawo Bani was seen by a customs preventive patrol to be bagging his cocoa into 

new unmarked bags on his farm, near, but not on the frontier. Since all cocoa in 

Togoland under British Administration must be bagged in Cocca Marketing Board 

bags and marked as such, the patrol's suspicions were aroused. Mr. Bani claimed 

to have obtained the bags from one of the Board's buying agents in Jasikan. A 

letter found on his person, hmrever, showed the bags to have come from French 

territory with a vie\J to the cocoa being sold there. Mr. Bani admitted his guilt 

and although he was given the opportunity for the c~se to be tried in court he 

elected to have it disposed of out of court, after investigation by the Collector 

of Cuotoms, who imposed a penalty of £150 and demanded the forfeiture of the 

cocoa.. 

5. The Administering Authori t:v adds that Mr. Bani' s son was not handcuffed and 

that neither Mr. Bani nor his son were placed in leg-irons. Mr. Bani was. 

handcuffed for a short while, uhile resistinc; search. 

6. The representative of the Administering Authority explained that the farm 

belonginc; to Mr. Bani does not extend across the frontier as indicated by the 

petitioner, but lies entirely within the Trust Territory of Togoland under 

British Administration. 

7. The petition was examined and discussed at the 244th and 248th meetings of 

the Standing Committee (documents T/C.2/SR.244 and 248). 
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3. At its 248th meeting, the Committee adopted by 4 votes to none with 2 

abstentions draft reoolution II, annexed to the present report, i.1hich it 

recor.il'!lcnds that the Council adopt. 
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I. Petition from the Togoland Cocoa Farmers' Committee (T/PET.6/338/Add.l) 

The Trusteestip Council, 

Having examined the petition from the Togolana ·cocoa Farmers' Committee 

concerning Togoland under British Administration in consultation with the 

United Kingdom as the Administering Authority concerned (T/PET.6/338/Add~l, 

T/OBS.6/11/Add.l, T/L.575), 

Draws the attention of the petitioner to the observations of the Administering 

Authority. 

II. Petition from the Togoland National Farmers Union (T/PET.6/341) 

The Trusteeship Council, 

Hnving examined the petition from the Togoland National Farmers Union 

conccrninc Togoland under British Administration in consultation with the 

United Kin13dom as the Administering Authority concerned (T/PET.6/341, 

T/OBS.6/13, T/L.575), 
Dro.wo the attention of the petitioner to the observations of the Administering · 

Authority. 




