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Summaries of the inputs provided by stakeholders for the
elaboration of the report on the 20 years of work of the
Working Group of Experts on People of African descent

1. The stakeholders that replied to the call for inputs of the Working Group include
Member States, civil society organizations, specialized agencies/ ministries within
Governments as well as independent experts. Their inputs are summarized in this section.

2. Australia reaffirmed its commitment to positive engagement with the UN human
rights system. It welcomed the Working Group’s fact-finding mission and considers the
review process as an opportunity to showcase good practices and remains dedicated to
fulfilling its human rights obligations.

3. Brazil highlighted the efforts in promoting racial equality and combating racism
through the implementation of various public policies and measures. Key milestones include
the incorporation of Afro-Brazilian history and culture in the official curriculum, the creation
of the Special Secretariat for Policies for the Promotion of Racial Equality, and the enactment
of laws reserving vacancies in higher education and public job contests for people of African
descent. Notably, the establishment of the Ministry of Racial Equality in 2023 has led to
additional measures, such as making racial injury a non-bailable and imprescriptible crime
and introducing the “FIAR” Program to address structural racism in the public service.
Education has shown significant progress, with a 400% increase in Afro-descendant students
in higher education between 2010 and 2019. These efforts demonstrate Brazil’s commitment
to combat racial inequality and promote racial equality in the country.

4, Chile noted it has taken significant steps to combat discrimination and promote the
rights of indigenous and Afro-descendant communities. Laws, such as the Law No. 20.609,
have been enacted to prevent arbitrary discrimination and establish penalties for
discriminatory acts. The government has also recognized the legal status of the Chilean
Afro-descendant tribal people, ensuring protection of their cultural identity, language, and
traditions. Efforts have been made to include these communities in national surveys and
censuses, allowing for a better understanding of their needs and concerns. Additionally,
national plans on human rights and action against racism and discrimination have been
developed with active participation from indigenous and Afro-descendant representatives,
ensuring their voices are heard in policymaking.

5. In addressing the needs of its Afro-descendant population and promoting racial
equality, Ecuador highlighted the implementation of various policies and initiatives across
different sectors. The Ministry of Public Health has played a crucial role in addressing health
disparities and promoting intercultural healthcare for marginalized communities, including
Afro-Ecuadorians. Furthermore, Ecuador has implemented affirmative actions to promote
diversity and inclusion in the workface, ensuring representation of Afro-Ecuadorians and
other marginalized groups within the Ministry of Public Health. Ecuador emphasizes the
country’s commitment to social inclusion, health equity, and the recognition of its diverse
population’s cultural and health needs. These efforts reflect the nation’s dedication to
advancing racial equality and promoting the well-being of all citizens.

6. Guyana highlights its commitment to eliminate racial discrimination and promote
harmony. It notes it has a strong framework to protect human rights and prohibit racism.
Recent legislative developments include restorative justice, bail reform, and judicial
efficiency. Measures ensure Afro-Guyanese rights and provide opportunities in education
and social security. Additionally, the MEN on MISSION program encourages men to be
more engaged in their families and communities for the welfare of their children and
community development.

7. Italy noted the establishment of the National Office for Racial Anti-discrimination
(UNAR) to safeguard victims and combat discrimination based on various grounds. Though
collecting data on racial discrimination is challenging, Italy aims to address discrimination
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triggered by skin colour. Efforts are underway to prepare a new National Plan of Action
against racism, and the country is actively involved in projects to integrate migrants and
refugees, promoting vocational training and job opportunities. Italy noted that the Working
Group’s recommendation to include people of African descent in relevant decision-making
mechanisms aligns with Italy’s commitment to equality, and it is exploring reforms to grant
undocumented migrants access to basic human rights and pathways to citizenship.

8. Luxembourg’s efforts to combat racism and racial discrimination involve a
combination of approaches. A general approach concerning all the population without
distinction of race or ethnic origin, and a targeted one focusing on groups at risk of
discrimination including people of African descent. It noted that concrete measures have been
implemented in research, training, awareness-raising, and legislation. Research aims to
understand and measure racism, while training focuses on capacity-building and awareness
of racial biases. Awareness initiatives are undertaken by civil society organizations with
public funding, promoting inclusion and challenging stereotypes. Legislation includes laws
facilitating nationality access, protecting victims of discrimination, and consolidating
non-discrimination principles in the Constitution. A National Action Plan against racism is
being developed in collaboration with stakeholders, and a law on intercultural coexistence is
being drafted to replace the current integration law, emphasizing the fight against racism and
discrimination.

9. Mexico highlighted that the constitution and the Federal Law to Prevent and Eliminate
Discrimination (LFPED) protect the right to equality and non-discrimination. The National
Program for Equality and Non-Discrimination (PRONAIND) implements strategies and
actions to combat racism and discrimination systematically. It aims to change norms, promote
cultural sensitivity, and generate inclusive measures in various sectors. Specific actions
include strengthening medical services regulation, combating stigmas related to drugs and
disabilities, addressing school bullying, and promoting inclusion for marginalized groups.
Additionally, the National Survey on Discrimination (ENADIS) provides data on
discrimination’s extent and its impact on vulnerable communities, such as indigenous and
Afro-Mexican populations. These efforts demonstrate Mexico’s commitment to equality,
inclusion, and eradicating racism and discrimination.

10.  Netherlands noted its efforts to address racism and promote equality for people of
African descent. Acknowledging the existence of racism, the government committed to
combating institutional racism and issued an apology for its historical role in enslavement.
The appointment of a National Coordinator against Discrimination and Racism (NCDR)
aimed to engage all stakeholders in countering discrimination and hate crime. Training
sessions for civil servants were initiated to raise awareness and combat discriminatory
decision-making. Improved data collection and analysis on discrimination incidents
facilitated targeted positive measures. The government also emphasized media and cultural
representation to combat stereotypes and promote inclusivity. Moreover, changes to the
Sinterklaas celebration were made to address negative stereotyping. Despite these
achievements, ongoing efforts are necessary to bridge gaps, increase financial support to
Curacao, and repeal legislation resulting in differential treatment within the Kingdom to
ensure a more inclusive and equal society.

11.  Norway highlighted various measures taken to combat racism and discrimination
based on ethnicity, national origin, and skin colour. The country has implemented action
plans against racism and discrimination in different sectors, focusing on promoting diversity,
inclusion, and dialogue. Norway has established a grant scheme to support initiatives against
racism and hate speech, and a new Integration Act aims to ensure early integration of
immigrants into Norwegian society. The government has funded research on public attitudes
towards ethnic and religious minorities and has developed measures to address racism and
discrimination based on external characteristics. Efforts are made to increase diversity and
inclusion in arts, cultural life, media, voluntary work, and sports. The sports sector works
actively to prevent racism and discrimination, promoting zero tolerance for any form of
discrimination and harassment.

12.  Portugal has taken significant and comprehensive measures to address the
recommendations of the Working Group. They have implemented a Plan for Prevention of
Discrimination in Security Forces, launched Guidelines on Preventing and Combating Racial
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Discrimination in Schools, and revised curricula to recognize the history of colonialism and
slavery. The country is actively commemorating the International Decade for People of
African Descent and has expedited amendments to the Penal Code to prevent hate speech and
hate crimes. Additionally, Portugal is engaging in extensive training for public officials and
justice professionals to raise awareness about the prohibition of racial discrimination. They
have also created new protocols to ensure free legal aid and established an Agency for
Integration, Migration, and Asylum to improve immigration and asylum processing and
enhance the integration of migrants.

13.  Spain highlighted the legislative measures in place, such as the comprehensive law
for equality and non-discrimination, as well as ongoing efforts to address intersecting forms
of discrimination. It emphasized the prohibition of identity checks based on racial or ethnic
profiling, the establishment of national offices to combat hate crimes and protect human
rights, and the allocation of resources to fight racial discrimination. Additionally, it
underscores the importance of awareness campaigns and dialogue with African and Afro
Descendant communities to promote inclusivity and understanding. Overall, the text
emphasizes Spain’s dedication to addressing racism and fostering a more equitable society.

14.  Switzerland stressed government’s efforts in implementing recommendations made
by international bodies, particularly those related to people of African descent. Switzerland
acknowledges the existence of racism, highlights ongoing initiatives to combat it, and
addresses the challenges and opportunities presented by federalism in addressing
discrimination. It also mentions steps taken to regulate online hate speech and the
government’s response to recommendations from the Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination and the Universal Periodic Review.

15.  Trinidad and Tobago notes the various initiatives of the Ministry of Sport and
Community Development (MSCD) to address the concerns and promote the well-being of
people of African descent. Some of these initiatives include participating in the Community
Recovery Committee, relaunching the MpowerTT program for young males’ development,
supporting the republication of a booklet on African heritage sites, commemorating Nelson
Mandela’s life and work, providing financial assistance to organizations promoting African
heritage awareness, and supporting Emancipation Day celebrations. Through these efforts,
the MSCD aims to empower and uplift people of African descent and raise awareness of their
history and contributions while addressing social issues affecting their communities.

16.  Qatar notes it has implemented several initiatives to combat human trafficking and
protect migrant workers’ rights. They published a guide on forced labour and human
trafficking, established communication channels to report cases, and signed memorandums
with organizations to aid trafficking victims. Educational activities and training sessions were
organized by the National Committee to Combat Human Trafficking in collaboration with
institutions and embassies. Qatar is leading the Gulf-Africa Dialogue on Labour Migration,
aiming to improve cooperation and promote fair work for expatriate workers. Partnerships
with Msheireb Real Estate Museums have led to cultural programs raising awareness about
trafficking and historical slavery. These efforts demonstrate Qatar’s commitment to
combating human trafficking, protecting human rights, and fostering international
cooperation and awareness.

17.  European Anti-Poverty Network provided highlights of its Portugal project addressing
migration and integration challenges for people of African descent. The project includes
“Opportunities’” and the “Local Immigrant Council.” The recommendations emphasize
meaningful participation of migrants, a holistic approach to migration issues, and promoting
equal treatment. Specific thematic recommendations cover combating racism in the legal
framework, inclusive education, and equal opportunities in the job market.

18.  The International Decade for People of African Descent Assembly-Guyana, a good
practice established to serve Guyana as the country coordinating mechanism for the decade
and an umbrella organization with a network of 67 member organizations in remote and urban
communities, that works through advocacy and programmes, informed that the
recommendations of the Working Group following its country visit to Guyana had not been
effectively implemented. They noted the need for the Government to highlight historic
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contributions of African Guyanese to the country, and for affirmative action or reparatory
justice for African Guyanese.

19.  llex Accion Juridica, an organization advocating for racial justice in Colombia and
Latin America, highlighted their focus on two key areas: landmark Colombian Constitutional
Court decisions protecting the rights of Afro Descendants during the COVID-19 pandemic
and recognizing the significance of traditional midwifery in the Pacific region, and the
importance of collecting disaggregated ethnic-racial data to address inequalities and monitor
institutional racism. llex recommends the Working Group to focus on the need for monitoring
judicial decisions’ implementation, enhanced collaboration with other UN mechanisms, and
improved communication with civil society organizations for more effective follow-up on
human rights issues affecting Afrodescendant communities.

20.  The Racial Justice and Law Center of the S&o Paulo Law School of the Getllio Vargas
Foundation highlighted that even after the Working Group’s visit to Brazil in 2013 and the
recommendations they provided, there continues to be a chronic situation of police violence
and brutality against black people in the country. The cases analyzed in the research highlight
how the police word still carries significant weight in court, leading to acquittals even when
there is evidence from civil witnesses and experts pointing to police misconduct. This
indicates a lack of progress in addressing the issue and implementing the necessary changes
to hold police accountable for their actions and protect the human rights of Afro-descendants
in Brazil.

21.  The City of Cologne noted its diverse population and that it considers diversity as a
strength and opportunity. The city is committed to promoting inclusivity and addressing
racism and colonial heritage. Initiatives and activities have been supported to give more
visibility to Afro-diasporic communities and encourage their participation. The city banned
the use of the N-word and funded Black History Month events. Education and cultural
projects were also supported to celebrate African heritage and contributions. The city is
actively dealing with its colonial past, with an expert committee appointed to develop
recommendations for action by the end of 2023. In December 2022, the City of Cologne
reached an agreement to transfer ownership of historic Benin bronzes to Nigeria, aiming to
return looted cultural assets to their rightful owners.

22.  The Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Commission jointly with the
Victoria University noted that the visit of the Working Group to Australia in December 2022
shed light on challenges faced by the community, including anti-blackness and policies
leading to overrepresentation in detention. The community received the Working Group’s
recommendations as a credible effort to address their human rights concerns. The visit also
fostered connections between the African Australian community and civil society, enabling
advocacy skills development and collaboration on promoting human rights. As a result of the
strengthened ties, a delegation of five African Australian individuals attended the 32nd
session of WGEPAD on Economic Empowerment of People of African Descent, increasing
awareness of the presence and contributions of people of African descent in Australia and
the Asia Pacific region.

23. Al for the People, illustrated how recommendation 84 of the report of the Working
Group of Experts on People of African Descent on Data Justice (A/HRC/42/59) shaped Al
for the People’s advocacy for the crafting and introduction of the Algorithmic Accountability
Act to the US House of Representatives in June 2019. This federal bill would hold technology
companies accountable for algorithmic harm levied against Black and other people of African
descent. Further to the recommendation of the Working Group the discussion on the addition
of human rights impact assessments was considered. The murder of George Floyd when
combined with this policy advocacy has resulted in Al for the People having a seat on Tik
Tok’s Content Moderation Advisory Board, working alongside Google Health on their next
generation of devices.

24.  The Working Group also took note of the oral contributions during the online
consultation. Contributions focused on the importance of the role of the Working Group as
an amplifying voice for people of African Descent, including women as they often face
multiple forms of discrimination. It was mentioned that the work in the reports brings to the
attention of government complex issues such as systemic discrimination, not solely confined
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to the criminal system but that extends to the civil and administrative sectors. One of the
participants also highlighted the work of the Working Group in addressing the delicate
balance between freedom of expression and systemic discrimination and hate speech. Several
speakers highlighted the work of the experts on the issue of reparations for people of African
Descent and the reality of intersectionality. They reiterated the call made by the Working
Group in its reports for stronger policies and action to address systemic discrimination.
Speakers highlighted the need for policy and legislative framework that ensures the
government’s obligation to address systemic anti-Black racism.

25.  Civil society highlighted the positive impact of the Working Group’s country visits
reports and noted the positive engagement of governments with the Working Group and
called for a follow-up to that dialogue and efforts as well as to the recommendations made in
the reports. The reports create opportunities to put governments on notice of the issues
affecting people of African descent in the specific national contexts. The Working Group’s
recommendations have been used as an umbrella to create a national policy recommendation
as a means to assess the government’s actions in addressing the protection of human rights
of people of African Descent.

26.  Regarding the relationship between civil society and the Working Group stressed the
importance of continuing collaboration emphasizing the intergeneration nature of the issues
and the inclusive approach of the Working Group. One of the speakers suggested the
formation of a Council of Elders of People of African Descent to complement the focus on
youth and to ensure wisdom and experience of the older generation is documented and passed
on.

27.  Civil society groups spoke about the positive impact of sharing reports online. They
noted that it allows individuals to engage with the content at their own pace, share it and use
it for advocacy and projects. Speaking on the Working Group’s sessions, participants
highlighted the opportunity the sessions provide to share findings and recommendations with
people of African descent across the globe and receive expert feedback and advice. They
however noted the need for sessions to be more inclusive and suggested they be held
elsewhere. On the issue of inclusiveness, the lack of interpretation in Portuguese was
highlighted given the number of participants of the Lusophone community. One of the
speakers noted the exodus of youth from the African continent which he believed should be
addressed alongside the fight against racism, systemic racism, and racial profiling.

28.  Some speakers welcomed the insistence of the Working Group in requesting States to
collect disaggregated data and encouraged the Working Group to continue their advocacy on
this important issue.
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Compendium of good practices and policies identified by the
Working Group of Experts on People of African descent
during country visits

1. Argentina launched its National Human Rights Plan of Action (2017-2020) based on
the international commitments made by the State and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. Its axes are inclusion, non-discrimination and equality; public security and
non-violence; memory, truth, justice and reparation policies; universal access to rights; and
civic culture and commitment to human rights. The Plan of Action outlines concrete actions
to give visibility to the Afro-descendant community in the framework of the International
Decade for People of African Descent.! Law No. 26852 (2013), designates 8 November as
National Day of Afro-Argentineans and Afro-Culture. This is an effort to acknowledge and
correct history in order to restore the symbolic and cultural legitimacy of the role played by
people of African descent in establishing the national identity of Argentinean society and
Law No. 4355 institutes Afro Women’s Day on 25 July in Buenos Aires.

2. The Australian Human Rights Commission works on the development of the National
Anti-Racism Framework, the State Commissions and the Ombudsman to protect the human
rights of people of African descent and other communities that face racial discrimination in
the country. Australia also offered support to organisations, alliances, community leaders and
communities of African descent to ensure the human rights of their constituencies.?

3 In 2018, Belgium renamed the former Square du Bastion in Brussels as Square Patrice
Lumumba and an exhibition commemorating Congolese soldiers who fought in the First
World War. Belgium also launched of the International Decade for People of African Descent
at the national level in 2019 to contribute both to the practical implementation of the Decade
at the national level and to the preparation of a future national action plan against racism,
through specific measures for people of African descent.?

4, Brazil’s affirmative action in 2012 with the adoption of the Quota Law (Law
No. 12.711),* had an impact on the higher educational opportunities of Afro-Brazilians as
well as other disadvantaged groups and is a landmark step towards equality in education.
This followed the 2003 adoption of Law No. 10.639 to address racist discrimination against
people of African descent by amending the General Education Law to include African and
Afro-Brazilian history in the national curriculum making African and Afro-Brazilian history
and culture compulsory at basic and secondary education levels.

5. In Canada, in 2017 the Government of Ontario passed Bill 114, the Anti-Racism Act,
which recognizes the distinct nature of anti-Black racism and the need to address it on an
ongoing basis.® It also formally recognized the International Decade for People of African
Descent® and released A Better Way Forward: Ontario’s 3-year Anti-Racism Strategic Plan
part of the provincial government’s commitment to fight systemic racism and create fair and
equitable outcomes for Black, indigenous and other racialized people.” The Government of
Quebec issued a publication highlighting the contribution of African Canadians to the history
and development of Quebec society and the organization of intercultural awareness activities
in schools by the Black History Month Round Table. In Nova Scotia’s Department of
Education, the African Canadian Services Division advises the provincial government on

1 A/HRC/42/59/Add.2, para. 16.

2 https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/racism/wgeapd/2022-12-20/2022-12-20-
EOM-WGEPAD-Australia.pdf.

3 A/HRC/42/59/Add.1, paras. 22-23.

4 A/HRC/27/68/Add.1, para. 35-43.

5 A/HRC/36/60/Add.1, para. 20.

6 A/HRC/36/60/Add.1, para. 23.

7 A/HRC/36/60/Add.1, para. 24.
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African Canadian education, promotes understanding of African Canadians and their history,
heritage, culture, traditions and contributions to society.

6. Through Executive Decree No. 915, Ecuador declared the International Decade for
People of African Descent a national policy. Ecuador also elaborated the Agenda for the
Equal Rights of Indigenous Nationalities and Peoples, Afro-Ecuadorian People and
Montubio People 2019-2021.8 Ecuador’s Constitution of 2008 contains specific provisions
to protect the human rights of people of African descent, including recognition of their
collective rights. Through Executive Decree No. 60, the Plurinational Plan for the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination and Ethnic and Cultural Exclusion was adopted with a
view to minimizing rates of discrimination and exclusion and improving the situation of
populations that have historically suffered discrimination (indigenous, Afro-Ecuadorian and
Montubio peoples), including affirmative action measures.®

7. In Germany, the National Action Plan against Racism explicitly refers to increased
efforts by Government in the fight against racial discrimination and the recognition of people
of African descent, in view of the proclamation of the International Decade for People of
African Descent. The National Action Plan also includes measures in the field of political
education and research as well as awareness-raising in relation to the colonial past.°

8. Guyana has set aside the month of August for Emancipation Month. The Working
Group welcomed the formation of the Guyana Reparations Committee and the Government’s
commitment to fund it, and the civil society-led initiative to coordinate the programmes,
plans and events for the International Decade for People of African Descent in Guyana. The
Government has also made a call for the submission of funding proposals for activities
relating to the International Decade for People of African Descent in Guyana.

9. Italy’s legal framework includes a range of criminal, civil and administrative
provisions to combat racism and incitement to racial hatred. In particular, the Mancino Law,
allows judges to increase a sentence if the crime was committed with the purpose of
discrimination or hatred based on ethnicity, nationality, race or religion. It also makes it a
crime to “instigate in any way or commit violence or acts of provocation to violence for
racist, ethnic, national or religious motives”, and to “propagate ideas based on racial
superiority or racial or ethnic hatred, or to instigate to commit or commit acts of
discrimination for racial, ethnic, national or religious motives.”*?

10.  In the Netherlands, the Minister of the Interior and Kingdom Relations sends the
House of Representatives a yearly letter on action taken to combat discrimination and is also
responsible for the Municipal Anti-Discrimination Services Act. All the municipalities report
to the Ministry of the Interior every year about complaints on discrimination.®® The
Netherlands has a proactive approach in the collection of disaggregated data, including by
ethnicity.*

11.  Panama adopted a Presidential Decree providing for the creation of the Executive
Secretariat of the National Council of the Black Ethnic Community — a Presidential advisory
body responsible for addressing certain aspects of the disparities that affect people of African
descent.'> The Ministry of Education noted that in the new curricular contents for basic and
secondary education includes areas of knowledge related to the history and contributions of
Afro-descendants to Panamanian society.*6 In 2010, for the first time self-identification as a
person of African descent was possible in the census questionnaire.’

A/HRC/45/44/Add.1, paras. 21-22.
A/HRC/45/44/Add.1, para. 15.
A/HRC/36/60/Add.2, para. 22.
A/HRC/39/69/Add.1, para. 19.
A/HRC/33/61/Add.1, paras. 25-27.
A/HRC/30/56/Add.1, para. 43.
A/HRC/30/56/Add.1, para.51.
A/HRC/24/52/Add.2, para. 17.
A/HRC/24/52/Add.2, para. 33.
A/HRC/24/52/Add.2, paras. 4-6.
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12.  In July 2016, the Government of Peru approved the National Development Plan for
the Afro-Peruvian Population (2016-2020).'8 Another example is the establishment of a
registry of Afro-Peruvian representative organizations alongside a working group to facilitate
dialogue between the Executive and Afro-Peruvian civil society for the formulation and
monitoring of public policy.'® In 2014, the Government mandated that Afro-Peruvian culture
would be celebrated in June. June 4™ is the National Afro-Peruvian Culture Day.?° The Office
of the Ombudsperson and the Government have published studies on the situation of people
of African descent in Peru on the situation and legal framework for their protection. The
Indigenous and Afro-Peruvian Peoples Directorate has established public policies,
consolidated representative participation, developed an information system, and strengthened
the visibility and institutional coordination of Afro-Peruvians.? In 2009, Peru made a
historical apology to Afro-Peruvians, asking for forgiveness for the abuses, exclusion and
discrimination perpetrated since the colonial period to recognize the legacy of the
Afro-Peruvian people.

13.  Portugal adopted its first National Plan to combat racism and discrimination (2021—
2025). This plan includes the creation of an independent observatory on hate speech, racism
and xenophobia; and envisages assessing the possible revision of the legislation on combating
discrimination and hate speech.?? The High Commission for Migration undertook regular
activities to promote the International Decade for People of African Descent, focusing on
awareness-raising among the youth of issues related to discrimination, equality and dialogue
across cultures, among others. It also has elaborated a national plan of activities to promote
the International Decade.?

14.  Spain has approved Act No. 19/2007 has been approved to combat violence, racism,
xenophobia and intolerance in sport and is aimed at preventing, controlling and penalizing
any violent manifestation with racist, xenophobic or intolerant connotations in any sporting
activity.?* The establishment of a number of institutions at the national, provincial and local
levels including the Council for the Elimination of Racial or Ethnic Discrimination,
specialized offices dealing with hate crimes and discrimination in all provincial prosecutorial
offices in Spain, the Spanish Observatory on Racism and Xenophobia, are also important
initiatives for combating racial discrimination.?® The National Museum of Anthropology
hosted some exhibitions in relation to the history of people of African descent, which were
supported by the General Sub directorate for the Promotion of Fine Arts of the Ministry of
Culture.?

15.  In Sweden, the new Discrimination Act entered into force in 2009. It prohibits
discrimination associated, inter alia, with ethnicity, religion or other belief. It also includes
compensation for discrimination to facilitate the provision of higher levels of compensation
to victims of discrimination.?” The Swedish Government awarded a grant to the Multicultural
Centre to undertake a study on Afrophobia in Sweden.?® The Equality Ombudsman was to be
given an assignment to carry out awareness-raising measures regarding Afrophobia during
2015 and 2016.2° It is also important to mention the Strategic Plan for Anti-Discrimination in
Malmd, a study to implement the Afrophobia report recommendations and a textbook review
to map, and correct where necessary, misrepresentations of the history of Sweden and its role
during the transatlantic trade in captured Africans, enslavement and colonialism.3°
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16.  In Switzerland, in 2019, the city of Neuchatel renamed a plaza to honour Tilo Frey,
the first person of African descent elected to the National Council of Switzerland. The plaza
had been named after a nineteenth-century scientist who leveraged his reputation in the area
of glaciation into an advocacy platform for “scientific” racism. In Neuchatel and Zurich, the
revision of public narratives has included plaques with historical context being added to
public buildings. Other initiatives include tenders for monuments and public works of art;
the creation of an educational itinerary of the historical past and modern links; a permanent
exhibition on Neuchatel citizens’ involvement in the triangular trade; and a website to situate
those truths within the official municipal history.3* Since 2016, the canton and city of Geneva
have recognized anti-Black racism as a particular form of human rights violation and has
approved a budget line for the prevention of and the fight against anti-Black racism.3?

17.  In 2014, the Government of the United States launched the My Brother’s Keeper to
address opportunity gaps that African American boys and young men face in regard to their
access to basic health care, good nutrition, high-quality education, and labour opportunities,
and in reduction of violence.® The Government also adopted the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act, which has allowed 2.3 million African American adults to gain medical
health insurance.®

18.  Inthe United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the Parliamentary Joint
Committee on Human Rights 2020 report on Black People, Racism and Human Rights,
concluded that the Government must urgently take action to protect the human rights of Black
people, including within healthcare, criminal justice, nationality and immigration and
democracy; and its leadership in articulating the concerns, progress, missteps, and a way
forward on human rights including in providing scrutiny of Government Bills for compliance
with human rights. The Lammy Review and the Race Disparity Audit are also positive
examples of the Government’s action to identify disparities in outcomes for ethnic groups,
including Black, Asian and minority Ethnic individuals.®®

A/HRC/51/54/Add.1, para. 12-14.
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statement-UK-WGEPAD-2023-01-27.pdf.
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