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At its 45th, 60th and 71st meet!ng~· on 26 ~Y, ,ii anit'_l5 June 1953,the 
. . 

Standing Committee on Petit1:ons co~P.Oeed of the repreeen~tives of Belgium, 

China, El Salvador, New:zealand, the : 'Union· of' SQviot Socialist Republics and the 
' . . . . . 

United States of America, e~~ine~ . tht3 fourteen peti,.tions concerning the Trust 
• • ' . ' ~ 7 • 

Territory of Soma.liland under Italian Adm~nistration which ar~ _.listecl _in .the 
. :· . • • ' • • • .J 

preceding Table of Contents. 
. •, . · . .. ·,,. .. . 
.Mr. P. Spinelli participated in the examination as the special repre1:1~n~tive 

. •, ~ :; . . , '. ·. . . . : . . . . ' ... 
_of the Adm~nietering Authority concerned, __ , 

The Standing Comniit~e submits ~erewith to. tbe Counci~-~~s report on theije 
. • : ' ~ . . . . . " . . ·:. ·•, ~ . .' ' :,;". f, • • . : '. l • . . . . . . . •' . 

petitions - all of uhioh are concerned with political and administrative ,_. · . . . . . . . . . . . ~ 

questions• and recommends, in accordanve w1.th rule 99 paragraph 6, of the . rules 

i,'r ~roeedure of the ~steeship Council, -th~t the council ,decido. that_ no sp~ci~l 

1nfo;rrat1on is r aquired o~ncernine : ihe ~ctl~n t ak~n on th~ . ~~-f~ z:eeo~;~~ons .in . . . . . ' •, . . .. , • . ··'. . ·••. ,,, • . . 

Sections I to IX inclusive. 
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I. Pctit1ous conc.9~_~EIL.~~ning· at Ltigh· Fe1•randi of .a b1·anch of- the 
Unione Africani De.lla Somalia . . 

The Residency Council of Lush, 
Territorial Councillor M9.l:i.m Omar, 
and the Ilisbia., Dighil and Mirifle, 
Branch of Lugh (T/I-'ET .ll/29()andAclci-.l) 

1. Identical telegrams datod 13 June 1952 were received on the above.-mentioned 

subject: the one from the Residency Council of Lugh and Territorial Councillor 

Malim Omar, and the other from the llisbia, Dighil and lviiriflo Party, section of 

I.ugh. Tne adde~dum, whi.ch. 6.onto.itiecl f'tiller 'information, was submitted by . . 

twenty.;six' ·neoidency Councillo·l~8 - amo~g \,h~m is ~,r. Malim Omar - and it is this 
.. ' . . .·, . . 

which -~iill be' sutllillllrized. 
\: . . . : . . . . . . . . . ·. ; 

Towards the end oi' May 1952, th:e nesident of 2. 
, I • . 

for a branch of the Unione Africo.ni della Sorno.l:ia 

,· 

Lugh Ferrandi gave per mis~i on 

Party :to. ·b~ ~:~~ed t~e~~. 
. .. . ' . . 

A number of the people were strongly opposed to the branch 1s being opened and 

advised the nesident to postpone it. Ee d i d; but o. few days later he decided 

to open the branch "at o.ll costs", and "would even use armed force if necessary"· 

for the purpose. The nesidency Councillors then wrote to the Res ident a 

strongly-worded, but by no means disrespectful, l e tte r (a copy of which ie 

annexed to the petition) advising him to postpone the opening once again, o.nd 

warning him that, if he persisted o.nd if anything went wrons as a result, he wouF 

be the person responsiblo. 

3. On 13 JWle 1952, thB Resident arranged for t he o:penins of the branch. A 

la.rce crowd hnd collecte<l at the appointed place. Italian o.nd Somali police 

arrived and told it to disperse, and at the so.me t ime becan to shoot. Four 

persons were -wounded nnd the rest f led. Then the police rounded up a number of 

persons and put them in prison. 

IJ. The petitioners requect that, i:f the arrested peroons nre to be tried, a 

S:fecinl judge should be nominated, ao it is their view that the Provincial. 

Cormnisoioner is moot responsible for the incident, since the Resident would never 

have do.rod to have done what he did unless he ho.d had his orders from the former. 
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5 • The · only statement in the ii.~gr-ams which is not reproduced in the addendum 
to the' peti tioris . 1~ .tha t . te.rrorii~f 'women . had: f'led to the b~sh or had thrown 

' . . ' . . . ' .· .... ; ~ ;· ,' ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

tbemaelves into the river.; . · . . ·· · / _· . · . ~ ', · . 

6. According to the obserJ~t~o~sit;· t~~ -Administe~ing Authority ' (T/OBS.ll/3, 

section 12), the course of events wa.s, substantially as narrated by the petitioners~ 
, ' ' 

The crowd, however, was a. menacing ·one; and when regues1;ed to disperse it 
etarte<L to press-· on. the police, , . A ,fight develo:r;ed; and fearing lest t~y be 

' ' . 

overpowered the pol,ice were compelled. to resq~t to arms. Five persons were 

. a rre~te·d but were temporarily releat1~·~. When the crowd had_ ~~d, _t_l\e· . 

inauguration ceremony took. pla.ce :w:!?thout further incident;_: . ~t, .the next. day, the . -~ . 

sec~etary of the new branch of. the Uni.one .was _assa;ilted and -beaten,. by three 

mcmbor.s .of opposing parties. . · .. 

7. The Administering Authortty.poin~ ts- the -~roli,tical -.Jntolerance _evinced by 

the demonstrators, and to the duty which article 20 of the Trusteeship, ~ement 

imposes upon it to guarantee complete freedom of speech. 

8. The petition was examined a;nd discussed at the 45th and 71st meetings of the 

Standing C(!nunittee (documents T/c.~/SR.45 and 71). 

9. The special -representative explained -that during the past six months there 

had been .no complaint of friction ~etween the parties in Ingh Ferra?di. 

·.10~ With regard to the petitioners' request for a special judge to try .the case, 

the special representat ive expl ained that until the latt.er :part of 195~ the 

regular ·j~dge had been the -.Provincial Commfssioner, but that since t~n a 

re·giona:1 judge had been a.pl)Ointed. 

11. At its 71st meeting, the Committee adopted, by 5 votes to none, with 

l abstention, the following draft resolution, which it recommends that the 

CounciJ. adopt. 
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. ' "( .. ~~ . ~-· ; . : ... ~· 

Petition concerning the o nin ut Ltigh Ferrundi of a branch of the 
. ·····unione A'fricani-:-della: Somalia T.PET.11/290 and Add.l) .·. 

Concerning Soma.lila.nd under Italian Administration .. , · 
. . . 

' . . :· . , 

: ◄- . • . ; ~ \ • .. ~. • . • . ' t • ·, •t •• 

··The Trusteesl1i1? Council 

Acting under ··Articl~-,B7 ~- of ihe Charter and in accord~nce with its rules 

of procedure, 

Having accepted and examined at its twelfth session t~e petition concerning 

the opening at I.ugh Ferr~ndi of a branch of the Unione Af;icani della Somalia 

(T/PET.i1/290 and Add.l) in consultation with Italy as the .Ad~lni~to_ring 
' . 

Authority concernea,·which deaicnated Mr. P. Spinelli as special representative, 

Havin~ taken note of the -wri tton o'baorvations of the Administering Authority 

(T/OBS .ll/3) un well us of tho oral atn tement of the specia.l representative 

(T/C.2/SR.45 and 71), 
Having taken note of the relevant report of the Standing Committee on 

Petitions (T/L.339, section I), 
l. Draws the attention or the petitioners to the observations of the 

Administering Authority; 

2. Considero that under the circumstances no recommendation by the Council is 

necessary; 

3. Invites the Secreto.ry-General to inform the Administering Authority and 

the petitioners of this resolution in accordance •with rule 93 of the rules of 

procedure for the Trusteeship c~uncil. 
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II. Petitions concernj.ng an incident at. Lugh Ferrandi in October 122? 

Chief Dahir Sciacul T PET.11 20) 
Ch1of8oido Mohamed T.PET,11 21} 

1. T/ffiT .11/320 reads as follows: 

"The people of Lugh have been maltreated by the local authorities 

because there was an incident on the 27th of this month (October 1952). 
If they are again maltreated, we chiefs will free the town. We request 

you to intervene in our sorrow." 

2. T/W.T.11/321 reads as follows: 

"There -was an incident at I.ugh on the 27th of October. The 

local authorities have imprisor~d many innocent people and bave not 

arrested the guilty." (Its author appears to be the author also of 

T/COM.11/L.10 - see section 3 below). 

3. The observations of the Administering Authority (T/OBS.ll/4, sections 6 and 

7), are to the following effect. A young girl who cohabited with the secretary 

of the local branch of the Hisbia, Dighil and M1rifle party was walking tn the 

town one day when she vas abducted by a couple of men, who took her into their 

house and beat. her as a marli: of their displeasure at the disgrace which she had 

brought on their tribe. Somo people who saw the abduction went and told her 

lover. He collected a number of H.D.M. members, went to the house and called 

for the girl's irmnediate release. A policeman turned up, and the girl was 

released bearing signs of battery. Meanwhile, numerous followers of the H.D.M. 

and of the Somali Youth League had lined up with the obvious intention of coming 

to blows: and the police intervened to avert trouble. later on, a crowd 

consisting mostly of women, besieged the house wherein one of the abductors had 

ta.l:en refuce, and another scuffle ensued. 

4. As a result of all this, the two abductors and twenty others were arrested; 

but, of the l.o.tter, thirteen were detained for twenty-four hours only. 

5. The Provincial Commissioner visited Lugh from 17 to 21 November 1952, and 

no grievance was voiced to M.m concerning anything connected with the incident. 
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6. The petitions ·were examined and discussed· o.t .the 1l5th, 60th and 71st 

meetings of the Sfundine Co~it~~ --(docuine~~a T/c.2/sR.45, 60 and _7.l) · • . 

7. The special representative . informe'd t _he Co~ittee_. that the parties bad 

settled the affair and .that 'the proaecutor · liad .-ordered that the judicial file 

be clooed. 

8. At its 71st treating, the Committee adopted, by 5 votea to none, 

"11 th l abotention; . tho followine draft resolution, which it recommends that 

the Council adopt. 
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/Petitions concernin an incident at Lu,(Yh Ferre.nd1 in 
October 1952 T PEToll 320 Gnd 321 Concel''n::.ng 
Sollltf.lils.nd under Italian Administration 

The Trusteeship Council 

ActinfJ under Article 87 b of the Chut.er and in accordance with 'its rules 

of procedure, 

Raving accepted an~xs.mined at its twelfth session the petitions concerning 

on incident at Lugh Ferrandi in October 1952 (T/PET.11/320 and 321) in consultati0 

with Italy aa the Administering Authority concerned, which designated 

Mr. P. Spinelli as special representative, 

Having tal:en note of the written obaervaticna •of the Adt'.:linistering Authority 

(T/OBS.11/4) as well as of the oral otaten~nt of the special representative 

(T/c.2/SR.45), 
Having taken note of the relevant report of the Standing Committee on 

Petitions (T/L.3)9, section II) 

1. Dr·awa the attention of the petitioners to the observations of the 

Administering Authority and of the special representative; 

2. Conaiders that under the circumstances no recommendation by the Council 

ia necessary; 

3. Invites the Secretary-General to inform the Administering Authority and the 

petitioners of this resolution in accordance with rule 93 of the rules of 

procedure for the Trusteeship Council. 



T/L.339 
English 
Po.ge 10 

III. Petitions from certain chiefs of the Mereha.n and Aulihan tribes in 
Bard.era District .. 

Chief Dorle G~eir (T COM.ll Lo6 
Chief Ad.en Gohad T COM.ll. L. 7 
Chief Secfioliained Keinon T COM.11 L.81 
The "capo Procuratore Dabir Sciukel r, Bardera (T/COt~.llfL.10) 

l. These communicationa are four to which the Standing Collllllittee de~ided t.bat 

the established procedure relating to petitions should apply. They consist of 

f our brief telcgroma emanating from Dardera and conta'in sto.tements o.f . 

diaaatiafecti.on w:5.tll the Reaic!ent on the po.rt of certain people of the Mereban 

and Auliho.~1 t:-Jbcrn. 

2. The c~·1,p: .. ':- ir..~-'3 PO elucidated b:f .t he Administering Authority (T/OBS .11/5, 

section l.) ·' . .:,;_/ !"i. he+ with its oboervati_otle thereon, are as follows: 

(a) 

Cor:i-=2:·.'..::/ :\i'.: The. ro9.:mcr in which _t he Police proceed to arrest peraons is 

arbi t:r-ary . ·n ·..- Poli ::c refuoe to grant temporary release on bail of a person 

under arrest. vce:.,,. auch ia applied for l;>y the headmen. 

Oboe:,:-·-1\j.tj.o;·.1 : 'n1e Adminiotro.tion ia unaware of any unlawful arrests. 

Authority to grs.nt temporary r elease onbail lies with the Jud.icial authorit ie~ ; 

neverthelesa, the Resident at Lugh had granted it on several occasions vhen the 

headmen concerned were une.b_le , or did _not wiah, to bring t he accuoed peroons 

before the Court. 

(b) 

Cocplnint: Followi nG disturbances connected with a raid carried out between 

t he Merehan and the Gobc.uen in 1951, the accused of the former tribe were arrestee: 

before thoae of the latter. 

Oboervation: Thl o ie currcct - but they were released fro1n prison before the 

accuaed of Gobauen. 

(c) 

Complaint: The oaloriee po.id to headmen in general a.re very low and 

especially those po.id to the Merel:lcm headmen. 

Observation: A general conplaint by all tribal headmen who opply for 

increases of salary without conoidering the exigencies of their future budgets. 
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Complaj.nt: The Administration treats the Mereban·· and the Aulihan unfairly 

with regard to their employment ea sweepere, airport guard.a, locust control 
vorkere, brokers and ilalf)s •. 

Obeerve.ti0n: The Administrotio~ treats the Mereq.an· ·and tb.e Aulihan no 

differently in this respect then it treats worker~ of other tribes, 

~. The petitions were examined and diocuoeed at the 45th ond 71st meetingo 

of the Standing Committee (d.ocuments T/C.2/SR.45 and 71), . . . ~ . . 

4 • The special repreeente.ti ve stated that . in the Bardera region during the last 

year there had been many disturbances cauoed by friction between_tbe various 

tribes. Each tribe registered the general complaint that the Resident favoured 

another tribe at the expenae of their own, bu~ no effect~ve proof of auch charges 

woe ever offered. The complaint that.the Administration awarded l'.llf'\re johe to 

members of other tribes was simply o ·reflecti~n of the fact thot more members of 
. ' . . .~. . . . 

other tribes than of the Merehtlll and Aulihan reside in the village, 

5, At. its 7l~t meeting, ·the Committee adopted, by.5 votes to~ rt~b 

l abstent ion, the following draft resolution, which it recommends that the 
Council adopt. 
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Petitions f r om certai n chiefs of the Merehen and Aulihan 
tribeo i n narde'rif.J?..iatrict ~T/COM.ll/1,6,,..J, 8 and 10} 
Concerning Soma.liland under Italian Admini stration 

The TruJteesbip Council 

Ac t inc Uhde~ Article 87 b of the Charter and in accordance with its rulee of 

pr oced.ure , 

Having accepted and exatdned at its tvelfth sess ion the petitions f r om certai 

chief s of t he · Merehan ood Aulihen· tribeo in Bordera. District (T/COM.11/L.6,. 7, 8 

and 10) in coboultation ~th I taly as · t he Ad-ininistering Authority concerned , wbicii 
'• • . 

d'ee·igno.ted Vir . P. Spinelli e.o spccinl 1epreoentoti ve, 

Hoving taken note of the wri tten oboervotione of t he Adminioter i ng Authority - . 
(T/OBS~ll/5) os well ao of the or al statement of t he special r epf es entotive 

(T/c .2/SR~45) , 
Having·tsken note of t he r elevant r eport of tbe Ste.oding ('ommitte~ on 

· : Petitions (T/L.339, sect ion III), 

i. · Drove the e.ttentlon of the petitioners to t he observa~ioI'.J_a of the . 

Adminieterin~ Authority; 
" j t • • ,. 

2. Con.oicr.eri, thot under the d.rcumstc:mces no r ecnrnmendation b)". t~e. Council 

its neceseo1·y; 

3. ··Invites the Secret ary-Gener al to inform t he Administer ing Authority and the 

petitioners nf this reenlution in accordance vith rule 93 of t he rulea of procedt:: 

f or the Truetceohip Council. 
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IV. Petition from the Chief~_and Notables of the Lower Giuba Prov~ce 
IT7PE'.f;ll/355' .. ' ·'; 

1. It appears that Dr. Aldo ¼'ngner has been Commissioner of the Lower Giuba 
'' :;;,~,I t- , .·~~-.... \.·: ·!.:' 

Province for a year or so, and that he has bee~ transferred elsewhere. Thie 

petition, signed by twenty-three chief~ a~d not.:1bleo (among who~ a.re two 

Territorial Councillors), is a plea that his services be secured again in the 

Lower Giuba Province.· .The peti tionera speak of Dr. Wagner's spirit of 

understanding and of his initiative. He made himself known throughout the 

Province, took an interest in all its needs.and-we.a responsible during the space 

of only a year for the execution of many public works. 

2, In connexion with tLis petition the Standing Committee.teak into 

consideration T/COM.11/L.70~- · This consists of two comm~nicai:;ions from the_ 

Secretary of the Chisimaio branch of the Le~a Proe;reeaista Sofflia to the·~~"'l: 

Administrator. In the first, a telegram, it is claimed tho.t Dr. w.'.lgner's 

retention in the Province is "the desire of absolute majority of Somali 

populat-ion who are dissatisfied with intrigues of e. minority party ••• ". In 
the second, a letter, tribute is paid to Dr. Wagner's energy in oll fields., 

to his spirit·of justice and to his impartiality. The writer says " ••• harmony 

reigning now, for the first time, amongst us in Chisimaio, 11 

3., The Administering Authority states (T/OBS.11/17, section. 6) that Dr. Wagner 

haa proceeded to Italy for a spell of home leave, and that he haa been replaced 

by another officer. · ·-·-· 

4. The puti ti :m wac examined and diecucsed ot the 45th and 7lot meetings of 

the Standing Committee (documents T/c.2/SR.45 Qil.d 71). 
5. The special representative stated that the Adminiotration must be left free 

to post its officers to whatever places it thinks best in the interest of the 

Territory. 

6. At its 11st meeting, the Committee adopted, by 5 votes to O with 

1 abstention, the following draft resolution, '-hich it recommend.a that the 

Council adopt. 
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Petition from t he Chiefs and Notables of the 
Lower' Giubo. Pro.vince (T{PET. ll/355) Con~trlng 
Some.liland under Italian Administration 

.,, . ·. . ~ 
' . . .. . 

The Trusteeship Councll 

Actinr, under Article 87 b of the Charter and in accordQnce with its rules ------- : 

of., pro~edure , . 

Ho.ving accepted and examined at i~a twelfth 'eeaeion the pet.ition frc-~ .the 

Chlefa. and Notables of the Lower Giuba. Province · (T/PFfr.11/355) in consultation 

with. It~ly as the AdminieteriOB •Authority concerned, which designated ·. · 
, . .. 

Mr. P, Spinelli as special representative, 

Ile.vin~ taken note of the written:•obeervations ·of the Administering Authority 

(T/OBS.11/17) as -well as of the -oral statement of the special r epresentative 

(T/C.2/SR.45), 
Having token note of the relevant report of the Standing Committee on 

..... 
Petitiono (T/L.339, section IV)~ 

l. Draws tbe attention of the petitionero to the· observations of the 

Administering Authority; 

2, Considers that under the circumstances no recommendation by the Council 

ie neceeoory; . ' 

}. Invites the Secretary-General to inform the Admini stering Authority and ~he 

pctitio~era of this r esolution in· accordance wi th ruie 9; of the ruleo·or · 

procedure for the Trusteeship Council~ 
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1. .. '.1'1:1e general burden of the complaints in this petition is that the people 

a.re.misruled by the Administration officials end that the Chiefs themselves 

are persecuted for not belonging to "the so-called 'Pro Italy' parties" - even 

though they do not belong either to "the opposition, known aa the Somali Youth 

League"• They adduce several specific complaints which will be presented 

together with the relevant observation of the Administering Authority appearing 
in T/OBS~J.1/7, section. 2. · · 

(a) 
2. Complaint: No Municipal Council has been set up in Belet Uen, and the 

Residency Council fails to function because its members have been chosen for 

their political ideas and subaervienc.e to officialdom rather than for their 

education and ability. 

or ethnically. 

They do not represent the population either politically 

3. Obse~vation: The Municipal Council set up in November 1951 did not 

function properly until April 1952, wnen it was possible to demarcate a division 

of functions between it and the Residency. The Residency Council functioned 
.. •, 

properly during the whole of 1952, and in April of that year the Resident varied 

its composition in the light of the ethnic composition of the District. · Since 

then, the dissenting minority has begun to take ~art again in the Council's 

meetings. 

(b) 

4. Complaj.nt: On the occasion of a visit to :Aelet Uen by the Administrator, 

the Makanne tribe were permitted - despite Police advice - to make a 
. . 

demonstration with spea.rs and other weapons. There was an incident leading 

to a large number of persons being wounded. As_a result, seven men we~e 

detained in prison for a month and fined So. 100 for illegally carrying arms. 
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5. Observation: Permission was· gi·'len to the Ma.ke.nne tribe to . perform a 

tribo.l dance on the occasion .. but : on· condition that no ms were to be carried. 

In the e~~i tement of the de.n~e·, eorne of the participants produced weapons a.nd . . 
unintentionally injured three persona. T'oey were accordingly de~1t· 'With by ~he 

lo.w. 

(c) 
" . 

6. · £_omplaint: The Resiaent rcfuoed to allow the convenine of a E.!!.!!:, ~ith 

the object of removine a certain chief, on the ·motion of forty-five persona: 

the ree.oon beinc tho.t the chief \JUB a member of "the African party". 

7. Oheervatlon: A. ahir cannot be convened on the motion of ten · (not forty-five) 
·~ 

persons. In o.ny event; the chief enjoys the reopect of hls own people. 

(d)' 

8. Complaint: Chief Nur Sie.d is on trial "only for having seen superficially 

a year 0130 o. womon who had been wounded on the hea.cl • • • and who then died e.a n. 

consequence of a confinement". This cannot be the real reaeon for his trial• 

oince for over 30 years he has given medical aaaiotanco in such ways, nnd is 

known in ail Soce.liland as a good surgeon. Therefore, he must be on trial for 

participatin(i in "our group of independent persona". 

9, Observation: The Chief was never detained, but warned that be must ceaoe 
. . . 

his quasi-medical activitiea which are wilavful. There e:re two medical officers 

e.t Belct Uen. 
{e) 

10 • . c·ornpla1.nt: Chief Ibrahi~· Abdo llao been charged with bearing false wi tnese, 

but (the arcument runs aimilnr to. that in (d.) above) this only happened because 

he refue·~o to join the Unione Africa~i Sorr.o.la. 

11. Observation: The charge agninot him is that he eave false evid~nce leading 

to the collection by a r:on of arr<::o.ro of military pay not due to him. 
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12 • It 'I-rill be. recalled . that there are :two· ~nclo~ures. in the peti t:i.on which 

-were not circulated with it. : They' are copi~~- of letters addressed t~. the 

Administrator·· and o.re dated~ respecti vefy; 21 November 1951 and 31 December 1951. 
In ao far as they concern matters vhicb have not been before the Trusteeship · 

Council on ·a previous ·occasion;· the· Adminfstering Authority has submitted 

observations on them and they irill now be presented. 

{g) . ' 

13. Complaint:· During 1951 there was some· trouble among the people in the 

District over some political refugees; and the Provincial CQJllilliesioner attempted 

to stir it up by persuading other tribes to join in. 

J.4. · Oboerva.tion: T'oe trouble was promptly st!ttled by the suthori ties. 

(h) . 

15. Complaint: The Administration peisuaded a nu.~ber of people to stage a 

dance in honour of the 1951 Visiting Mission, but many of them failed to turn 
out for the purpose. 

on thf;m. 

For this, the Administration brought "pressure" to bear · 

16. Observation: It was the dancers who offered to give an exhibition, but 

they gave up the ·idea when they were t hreatened with violence by a group of 

Somalis if the dance were performed. As a result, six · persons were convicted of 

intimidation. 

(i) 
. . 

17. A general complai.nt that prisoners on remand are compelled to work is 

denied by the Administering kuthority which states tbat they are required only 

to tidy up their places of detention. 

18. The petition was exo.m:! ned and diacuss.ed at the 45th and '71st meetings of 

tbe Standing Committee (documents T/c.2/SR.45 and 71). 
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19. The special representative stated that the Municipal Council bad been 

functioning regularly, Belet ;U~n at the: moment :b~s-·a ~uni~ip~l Coundl but. 

as yet there is no Munici.pality. Instead there is an Adminletrator of 

• Municipal Services a.a.viaed by the Council. In 1954 ·l3elet Uen would have its 

own Mm;icipa.l~.ty nnd later there would 'be·· a Mayor el~cted by the Mun1cipa.l Councn . 

20. 1.H ·::.h regJ.:.=-d to the qucatjon rataed by the ·petitioners concerning the 

convening of a 3hj r, e. meetina for tbe elect:1.on of a chief, the special -- . 
represento.tive ot::i.tccl that ouch a. m?etine muat be called f?r by a substantial 

number 'o±'· mc~1')1...:,i.a:.:'9 of the tribe. Neither 10 mewbers·, nor 45 members, r~_preeented 

.a, oufficj ~,1tiy lo.rg~ prop,)rtion of the tribe to justify the convening of e. ~-

21. As r~~~:.c.8 tbe qu~oi-medicl'.l nctivitiea of Chief Nur ·sia.d, the spe.cial 

rcpreoe.r;:,.::.t:!.·,rc erapb~oi~cd the fact that the .. chief wao endangering 11 vca by his 

o.ctivitiee and that vnrio1.w people he treo.ted ho.d aad to go to the ho~pital to 

recover 1';:om the effects of hie rnethodn. People uerc loath to give up their 

tre.di tio~~::.l ey:-:.tcm of medica.l tr8atme:nt in favour of modern methodo. There bad 

been, however, on increase in the :iurr.bei- of pcroonc villing to seek modern 

medical udvice, Tbe Adminiotering Authority is attempting to accelerate this 

trend. The s,ec·ial re'prc~cnta.tive wao not aware of any apeciri.c compla1,nt that 

a person who needed hospita.li-Zatjon ·or ·medicnl tr~atment had not received it. 
. . . . . 

The political refuc;eea mentioned 'in the.petition came from trlbeo living 

in Ethlovia.. There was o.n attempt on the part of the political parties of 

Somalilnnd to attract the refugeeo in order to increuoe their membership, but 

most of the ref u6eea bo.d now retunied to Eth:1.opia.. 

At its 7Ht me•Jtine, t.:.ie Co.ru:r!:ttee adopted by 5 votes to O with 1 e.bstentic::, 

the following draft rei:;ol11t.lon, which it rccotr.r.ucnds that the Council adopt. 
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~.:1:i~n. from Chiefs of. Be let_ :!Jen (T /£ET .. 11/265) 
Concerning Somnliland under Italian Actministratiori ---- ·--·· ---·-

The Trueteeshi~ Council ,.... __ ............... 
Actin& under Article 87 b of the Charter and in accordance with its 

ruleo of procedure, 

Having accepte;d_~~ exam1~ at its twelfth session the petition from 

the Chiefs of Belet Uen (T/PET.11/265) in consultation with Italy as the 

Administering Autho1·ity concerned, which designated Mr. P. Spinelli as special 

representative, 

Having tnken note of the written observations of the Administering --
Authority (T /oR.cLll/7) as well as of the oral statement of the special 

representative (T /a .2/sr. .45 and. 71), 
Ilavin5 taken note of the relevant report of the Standing Committee on 

Petitions (T/L .. 339, sectlon V) 1 

l. Draws the attentton of the petitioners to the observations of the 

Administering Authority and in particular: 

(a) with regard to the petitioners' complaint concerning the lack 

of a Municipal Council in Belet Uen, to the statement that a Municipal 

Council now exists and a Municipality will be established in 1954; 
(b) with regard to the complaint that the Resident refused. to allow 

the convening of a~' to the statement that the persons concerned 

did not constitute a sufficiently large proportion of the tribe to 

justify the convenjng of a~; 

( c) with regard to the charge that the medical activities of 

Chief Nur Siad wore interrupted for political reasons, to the 

special representative's statement that the Chief had done real 

harm in ca.rryinc out his q_uaai-medical activities, that medical 

facilities in the Territory are adequate to the demand for them, 

and that the .Administerinc Authority is takin3 measures to ea.ucate 

the people to seek modern medical assistance; 
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2. Calle on the people of 8omal1land to take advantage of the efi'orte 

exerted by the Adminioterine Av.thority to provide med'ical facilities and 
' ' 

hospitals for the population of Somaliland; 

3. S tlf,£i~ to the Adm:!niotering Authority that }t continue ~ta efforts 

to develop both preventive and curative medicine; 

4.·· Invites the Seci:-etary-General to i~form the Ad.miniotering Authority and 

the potitionera of tll:1.e recoiut1.on in accordance with rule 93 of the :rules or 
proceduro for the T:cuoteeeh:!.p Council. 
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VI, ~ti tion from Messrs~ Ali Mohamed H:l.fo Noor Amin Hassan, Am.in Ahmed Elai 
~ 1 others {TTPET

0cl1/328 and Add.l) ' 

L The petitioners, who are notables and elders of Galsial Barsane - .-Jeve-'Y; 

Dur.~.a~ ✓ ~~,.•9 :m:;cioue for i:ermieeion from the Resident of Villabruzzi ~o convene 

e. ~~-/ : ..._,t: e-lect a successor to th;/ deceased Chief Abdulla Amin Farah-, Tlle oo.n 

they wiall to elect is the notable Ali Mohamed llifo, They complain that ;the. ·! 

Ilesident will neither grant · the f r requests nor reply to the 1;3ever.al.-·letters 

"1hich ha.ve been written to him on the subject; and that, on th~ contrary, he 

has appointed a favourite of hie, Seek Amin Raji Hassan, to the vacant chiefdom. 

When the petitioners and others refused blind obedience to the Resident's 

nominee, he had four of them imprisoned for three days and fined them So. 50 each, 

When one of them asked "1hat he had. been fined for, he wae hit by the Resident 

with a blotter. 

2. Annexed to the 1ietition are copies of eleven letters, all on the same 

subject, written by various parties interested in the removal of Seek Amin 

He.Ji Hassan. Six of the letters were addressed to the Resident of Villabruzzi, 

throe to the Commies ioner of t.he Be nadir Province and two to the Commissioner 

of the Uebi Scebeli .Province. The only new complaint made in any of them is 

that the sergeant at the Villabruzzi Residency will not arrange interviews with 

the Resident unless he 1>eoeives a bribe. The addendum reP3ats the request 

that a~ be convened. 
3, The Administering Authority explains (T/OP.S.11/18, section 1) that the 

Galgial Barsane e.r e divided into six sections. One chief presides over the 

whole tribe, and over each section presides a notable. At a ~ held in 

July 1951, all the sections by a majority of votes ~onfirmed the appointment 

of Seek .J\min Haji Hassan a.a chief of the tribe. Mr. Ali Mohamed Rifo, who 

was the cand idate preoented by the Jeve r Dumal section, refused however to 

accept the decision of the ehi r - maintainine that, as hie section waa the -moat numerous group of the tribe, the chief should be elected from its members, 

He and some of hie adherents stirred up unrest to such an extent that the local 
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authorities ha.d. to intervene on more than one occasion. A compromise bas 

been reached, however, by appointing Mr. Ali Mohamed Hifo as notable of the 

J ever Duma.J. section, and the .Adm1ii1ate_ring ' Authority ate.tee t,hat the· affair 

must be rega1ded as closed . 

4. The :petition "1ae examined and diecueeed .at the 45th and 71st meetings , 

of the Standing Committee (documents T/c.2/SR.45, and 71). 
5, At ita 71st ·meet"inc·, the Committee unanimous].:, adopted the following 

draft reaolution, which 1 t recommends that the Council o.dopt, 
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Petit.ion fyom _Meeera. Ali Mohamed ·HUo 1 Noor ~in He.sea!!, 
Amin Ahmed Elai and o~hers :(TlPE?,'..11/328 and Add.l) . 
Concerning !3omaliland under Italie.n Adndnietration . . • . 

The Trusteeship Council · . . . . 

Act1ns under Article 87 b ~of .. the . Charter and i.n . e.cco:r:::~ance ·_-l<ti th its 

rules of procedure,· .. . .. 

Having acce;eted and examined at its· twelfth eeee-i~n the -p~tition f,rom 

11.esera. Ali Mohamed Hifo, l'loor Amin Hassan, Amin Ahmed Elai and. others 

(T/FF.T.ll/328 and Add.l) in consultation with Italy a~ -the Admi~ist.Ei~ing. 
. . . 

Authority concerned., · which designated Mr. P. ·Spinelli as · ei:ecial representative, 
• },' • l • ' . 

Havin& taken note of tho relevant report of the StarnUns Committee 

on ~~titione (.T/L.~39
1

, section ~-I), · . · · ' '. . 
l, Draws· the attention of th~ ~titionera 'to the observations of the 

. .. . . 

Admin1E!ter1ng Autho~ity, and in particular to the statement that the affair 

must be regarded as clo~ed; 

2. Considers that under the circumstances no recommendation by the Council 

is necessary; 

3. Invitee the Secretary-General to_ inform the Administering Authority and 

the ~titionere of thie resolution in·. accordance with rule 93 of the· ru'lee· 
. •' · J; :·. 

of procedure for the Trusteeship Council. 
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VII. Petition~ con~!.!!~ne_ the tvo repreeentaUves for Mudngh Province on 
the Territorial· Council · • . • -~- . . 

Chiefs and Re reaentatives . of the Cabi~ Re1· Molla.mud Tribe 
and Six Other Tt 1bea T fET . ll 261 

-- I·• .. 

Chiefs arid Nota.blee of Omnr Mohamud - :Rer Ma.had and El even 
cYt11cr· Tr:ibe_a_ of i-I~h {T[f}:.T .11/279) , 

• ·1 • ' 

1. In T/PET .11/ 267, chiei'a end representatives of the Cabila Rer Mohamud . 

tribes and aix other tribes protest a13afost the· appointment of Mr. Dahir Sod Giame 

and Mr~ Imnail G:tar.:m Gte as the representetivee f or MuduBh Province on the 

Territorinl Council. They otate that t.hese" represcmtativoa "ere not fairly 

elected, that they are not tribal chiefs or even po~ul~ with their tribeepeople 

and that they were nom:1.no.ted solely because they are off:lciale of tho 

"pro-Italiat?-11 Ler.a Pror-roa~i!!ta Somc.1~ party whic~ exists only by nem~ in the 

Province . · They aver that deapite the· reculat.ione of. t.he Te:q:l.toria.l Council, · 

theee reproeentativce are aboolutcl,.v·- 1111tere.t.e, and_ they repydiate them. 

2. In T/PF.T .11/279, chiefa ond notablea of Omar Mohnmud 'Ror Mohs.a,._ o.nd 

eleven othor tribee of Mud~gh : protest ogo.1net the cha.:rgee , recorde~ in the 

immediately preceding J:8reeraph, concernine the elec tion of Mr. Dahi:X: Sed Ciam.a 

and Mr. Iemo.11 Ginme. Gia aa rer,reeentativee of Mudugh Province on tho · 

TelTi torinl Council. They o.eeert that theee t wo reproaentativee were free~y 

elected by a. popular ma j ority and are ouppor ted by at leant 95 per cent of 

· the Somo.lie of Muduch. They ee.y that tho only opposition to the two 

representativoo cor:.ee from tho Ser.ml! Youth Leacue, ebout which they offe r a 

f ew unccmpl1n:onte1·y i·c~e '.·l-:o . 

3. Tho Adminiotorinc ft ;·thorit.y (T /ons .11/ 6, section 3) first- neka that the 

dirunotrically opr o□i to v~ewa in T /PET .11/267 and 279 be al.lowed to epeak for 

thorooolvoe , and. then GC08 on to exploJn that the t\10 representat1vea were 

froely dcoit'.nntcd, the one by tho Municipal Aclvioory Council and the other by 

the Bcgional Aooe:mbly ( i teel:f e l ected by tho Nunic 1'~a l C ounc ile ). It. n ttachoe 

copies of the minutco of tho meotineo nt which the elections took plc.ce • 
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. . 

4. · The petitions were E>xamined_ and dieeus_~~d _,at the 45th and 7le~ meet:1.nge 

of the Standing Committee · (documents T/C.2/SR.45 and '{l.). 

5• At ite 71st meeting, the Committee -adopted, by 5 votes to O w~th 

1 abatention, . the· following draft 1"'0eolution, which 1 t ~eoom.1tmd.a that ' :the 

Council adopt. 
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Petitions concemin the two re resentativee for Mud~ 
Province on the Terri tori a.l Council T PE • l 2 7 and. 279) 
concerning ~,!ge.nd under Itn io.n Admin1otrat1on -

The Trua~h:l._p Councg 

Acti!la under Article 87 b of the Charter arul in accordance wlth its 

rules of procedure, 
Hnving accepted a.~_2?E_nmined at ita twelfth aeaeion the petitions 

concerning the tvo repreoenta.tiveo for Mudugh Province on.the Territorial 

Council (T/PET.11/267 and 279) in consultation with Italy ae the Administering 

Authority concerned, which deaignated Mr. P. Spinelli ao special representative, 

Ho.vins taken note of the written obaerva.tione of the Administering 

Authority (T/O'PS.ll/6), 
Having t~n note of the relevant report of the Standing Committee on 

Petitions (T/L.339, section VII), 
l. Drawe the attent ion of the petitioners to the obaorvations of the - -
Adm1n1eter1ng Authority; 
2. Considers that under the circumatanceo no recar.mendation by the Council 

ie neceoeary; 

3. Invitee the Secretary-General to inform the Admin1eter1ng Authority 

and the -peti tionere of this resolution in accordance with rule 93 of the 

rules of procedure for the Trusteeship Council. 
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~ti tion from the Committee of the Unione Africani Scmalia 
in Mi,jert~ (T/PE~~J.1lj3~) 

1. The petition, incapable of literal translation, was issued in the·•· .. 
following summary foi:m: 

' ; 

2• It complains of the refusal of the Commissioner of the Mijertein to. 

permit the eetabliehment of a branch of the Unione Africani Somalia in that 

Province• It claims that ·the_ branch has fulfilled. the requirements e_ct t:orth 

in the ordinance of 14 October 1952, in that. 230 persons wish to belong t.o _the 
party. 

3, The communication cotnp.lains of general discriminatory policies of the : . 

Commissioner and states that the people of the M!.jertein are suffering !'rom 

three catastrophes: 

4. 

(1) 
(2) 

widespread Bicknese 

drought 

(3} · the return of the Italian Administration in their. land. · .. ·. 

The observations ·of the Admin:!.stering Authority (T /ore. u/17 ,. section :;) 

deal first with the complaint concerning the establishment :ln the Mije:rtein ... 

of a branch of the Unione Africani Somalia. When, in November 1952, emis_sari!:}B 

of the party visited the Mijertein:, they met such opposition by members of .the 

Lerm Progreesieta Somal~ that minor. incidents occurred, and the Provincial 

Corrnissioner decided that it would not be in the interests of public.. order _to 

perm.it branches of the Unione to be established in the Province. for the .time 

being. With the assistance of his Residents, however, he took steps to 

persuade public opinion that every political party should be free to exercise 

ita activities w:1.th:ln the limits of the law; and hie efforts were eo suoceeeful 

that, by the middle of ?ft.arch 1953, branches of the Unione had been opened in 

three centres, and had pursued their activities free of any incidents, 

5. The Administering Authority describes the affair as yet another instance 

of the intolerance evincecl by one political party for another. 

6, As regards the vn3ue accusations in the rest of the petition, the 

Administering Authority invites reference to its annual report on the Territory 

for 1952, and to ita observations on T/00.11/ll4, in the course of ~hich it 

described what it was doing to improve economic and social conditions in the 

Mijerte in ( see Council resolution 537(XI))., 
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7 • The petition was examined and discussed ~t the 45th_and. 71st meetings 

of the Standing Committee (documents T/C.2/SR.45 and 71). 
8. In regard to the statement in the petition that the people of the 

Mijertein are sufferine from drought the speci.al representative saia that the 

Adminintering Authority. fully realizes that it was not enougp simply to send. 

food and supplies into the area, but·that the probiem must be attacked. by 

trying to alter tho economic situation. The Administering Authorj.ty accordingly 

was attempting to train more riersons in fishing, since the supply of fish is· 

good. It also had under ottio.y a plan to give financial help to a firm which• 

would develop the salt m:l.nes of Ha.fun. The eg_u:lpment of the mlnes was 

destroyed during the war end the minee were not now in operation for want of 

approximately $500 ,ooo needed to replace eg_uir.llllent. The Administering · 

Authority had aloo approached tn1ICEF, and an expert on nutrition was to go 

to Mud ugh and· the Mljerto in to cond. uct a survey and make proposals both to 

UNICEF and. to the Italian Government. 

9. With regard to the r.-0titio~er0' complaint of widespread. sickness, the 

BJ;,'ecial ropresentativo pointed out that sickness is not much greater in the 

region under cons ldern.tion than in others. Certain d:l.seases · are the . result 

of the climate - e. S• trachoma, cauaed by the sand. and wira1 - whil.e· others 

are due to malnutrition. Fresh fruits arid. vitamins are Sent into the area• 

and certain poroons are sent to Mo13ad.iscio to recover. · The major ·need in the 

area is not more doctors but a better diet. 

10. At ite 71st meetinG, the Committee adopted, by 5 votes to O with 

l abstention, the following draft resolution, ·which· 1 t recommonda that the 

Council adopt, 
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Petition from the Comm.Htee of the Uni one 
Af'ric"anf 'Soiiia"11.1: in ?1,_j _Jerte§]~1Z1~filli~} . 
~cerni~.9-7!1!..!.land_ !:.9-2~.2!. It~;lio.n. Adminietre.tion 

.·· !!},o Trt]!,t~,2sh_:lp ConncH; • ; 

Ac.tins ur.der Article. 87 b of the Charter and, in accord.a.nee with ita ·,. 

ruleo of procedure . , ., ' ' ' 

· Havins ~c~en_to_d~!:lE£!a!:ng! a.t its. twelfth session the petition from the 

Ccmmittee of the !lll~~.fr!c~_£i_ 80~~1!:· in MiJertein ('.1.1/PET.11/335) • in :· 

consultation \1ith Italy an the Administering Authority concerned, which.' · 

designated Mr. P. Spinelli as erec1.nl repreoenta.tive, 

Havins taken note of the written oboe.rvat:1.ons of the Ad.ministering 

Authority (T/OBS.11/17) aa well as of the oral statement of the special 

representative ;(T/c.2/s:R.45), 
Ha-ving ta!s_en ·note of the relevant report of the Standing Committee on. 

Petitions·· (T/L.339, eect5.on VIII), 

1. Draws the atten~ of the ;1etit:l.oner to the observations of the 

Administering Authority o,rid. in pa.rticular with regaro. to the petitioners' 

complaints concernins ,dl'ciught' and wldespread oiclmeae, 

( a) to the statement of the sped.al representat:tve regarding· the 

efforts of the Admin:i.etering Authority to imJJr0ve economic conditions· 

in the MiJertein throur)l the development of f'ish:i.ng, .the possible 

financing of a company to develop the salt mines and•:the initiation 

of a study by an expert of UNICEF on nutrition; 

(b) to the stater.ient that the widespread sickness oomplainod of by 

the peti tionore :le largely attributable to climatic conditions and 

malnutrition, that it is not much greater in thls ree:I.on than in 

others, and that the 'Adminiotra Uot1: ie doing all in its power to 

combat ouch conditions; 

2. Cono:!.dera that under the circumotancea no recommendation by the Council 

ia ne~cs □nI';n 

3. Invites the Secretary-General to inform the Adminietef.ing At1thority and 

the petitioner of this resolution in accorclanco with rule 93 of the rules of 

procedure for the Truotceship Council. 
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IX. Petition . .f!om Me,!n,E!•_?:_1ussa Mohamecl Ba!luer .. Othman, Se.id Mahmoud 
Mussa and others ... (~ /PET .11/349) 

1. The pet:1.tioners complain that nearly 500 members of the Horsi · tribe in 

Moga.diacio we1·e rounded up for police j,nterroga.tion. Each one was asked to 

state hie tribe,.and those who refusea were beaten, insulted, imprisoned for 

thirty-two hours, and on re lease were all deported ·to various distant places. 

Those who were. taken to Garowe had no food on the journey and six were 

imprisoned on arrival for nine days. Thoee who went to Berner Eil were 

chained.hand and foot, imprisoned and fined So,0,80 cts. daily; what there 

was of the prison food was fit only for donkeys, and. the prison cond.itions 

were horrid. 

2. The Mministering Authority states (T /ons .11/19, section 4) that the 

:petitioners a.re referring to the events of 7 March 1952, when a· number of 

persons in Mogadiscio were round.ed up and interrogated concerning the attack 

on Territorial Councillor Seek Mohamed Seek OatllD.n. The affair waa one of 

the subjects of rr• /PET .11/273,. and the Administering Authority invitee 

reference to its observations thereon contained in T/OBS.11/7, section 4, 
paragraph 6. The total number of persons detained on that occasion was 234, 

and fifty only were repatriated. to their places of origin, 

3, While waiting etGorowe for their onward transport, the six petitioners 

were guilty of violence towards a police sergeant and received prison sentences 

varying from one to two years (appeals against their sentences by two of the 

peti tionere are uruler consideration). It d.oes not appear from enquiries made 

that the ~risoners suffered any ill-treatment by the police, and. their 

complaints of conditicne in the prison at Eil a.re devoid of foundation. 

1~. Tho petition was examined. and discUB8ed at the 45th and 71st meetings 

of the St_andins Corr.mittee (documents T /c .2/sR .45 and 71) • 

5. In regard to the q_uestioning of' per~ons as to the name of their tribe, 

the special ropreeento.tive stated. that the no.me of the tribe ia useful to the 

AdminiaterinG Authority in identifying persons oince there a.re ·so many persons 

with the oamo nmoo, Ho one, however, is compellecl to give the name of his 

tribe. 
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6 . Following the aecoml: attack _upon a Te1-ritorial Counoillor the police·. • 

detained 234 IJersona_ of "Whom fifty "1~re · repati·iated· to their places of 

origin because they coµ ld giv~ no ·sood ;~aeon why they we~ in Moge.discio , 

They had no means' Of· B~beistenc~, n~ :·x:e'.!,at:iv~e and. ~ad. bee.n:. ee~:°: ·°-f ~n with 

people of bad reputation. 

7, . At ~ta 7let meeting, the Committee adopted , by 5 votes to 1 ~e following 

draft r e eolution, llh:ich it ·reconlllle"ndB that the Council adopt, .. . 
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Petition from Messrs. Musse, Mohamed Ba uer Othman ___ , ____________ ,. ____ , 
~ Mahmoud Mv.ssa. and others .T PE'l' .11 34 ) 
concerning Somaliland under the Italian Adminiatratiot: 

.The Trusteeship Council 

Acting under Article 87 b of the Charter and in accordance with its 

rules o-y procedure, 

Having accepted':_~~~ ~tits twelfth session the petition from 

Messrs. Mussa Mohamed Baquer Othman, Sa.id Mahmoud Mussa and others 

(T/PET.ll/349) in consultation w:tth Italy as the Administering Authority 
. •' .. 

concerned, which designated Mr. P~ Spinelli as special representative, 

Having taken~~ of the written observations of the Administering 

Authority (T/OBS.11/19) as well as of the oral statement of the special 

representative (T/C.2/SR.45), 
Having tnken note of the relevant report of tho Standing Committee on 

Petitions (T/L,339, section IX), 
1. Draws the attention of the petitioner to the observations of the 

Admin:tstering Authority and in particular to the statement that only 

234 persons, not 500 as stated in the petition, were detained for queotioning; 

tha.t they were not held. more than the 24 hours prescribed by law, and that, 

of the 234 detained, only 50 persons who could offer no good reason for 

their presence in Mogadiscio, had no means of subsistence there and 

associated with :E,ersone of bad reputation, were repatriated to their places 

of origin; 
2. Considers that under the circumstances no reconmenda.tion by the 

Council is necesoery; 
3. Invites the SecretarJ-Gonoral to inform the Administering Authority 

and the petitioner of this resolution in accordance with rule 93 of the 

rulee of procedure for the Trusteeship Council. 




