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I. Pfti_tion from the Ex-Service!Ilen's Union, Victoria (T/PET.4/68) 

B. Writt~n observations ·of the Administering Authority!/ 

Ren) 2 ,~ e 2aragranh 3 of d ocu111ent T /L .17 5 with the f ollowing1 

3. After presenting detailed observations on the petitionars 1 various 

comT)laints with regard to the ex-servicemen I s representation, their request for 

a full-time paid secretary, and for clubs, reading rooms, loans and employment, 

the Adm:inistering Authority concluded that it was satisfied that in the 

Victoria Division adequate social facilities existed· for ex-servicemen if they 

wished to avail themselves of them; that ample opportunities of employment were 

open to ex-servicemen in the Victoria Division who desired work suitable to the: 

abilities; and that loan applications for ex-servicemen capable of engaging in 

business or ar,riculture had received and would receive most sympathetic 

consideration. In these circumstances ex-servicemen in the Cameroons did not 

appear to have any legiti.11ate grievances and there \·rould seem to be nothing to 

add to the' resolution on this subject previously adopted by the Council. 

II. Petit ion from the Bakweri Land Committee (T/PET .4/69 and Add.l) 

A. Surrunary of the petition 

After paragrc:tnh 8 of document T/L,175 insert the following: 

Sa. In the letter (T/PET.4/69/Add.l) outlining the resolutions the petitioners 

make the following points: 

(a) In spite of their appreciation for the proposed measures for the 

alleviation of the land shortaee and the social regeneration of the Bakweri 

people, they resolve not to co-operate until the Administerine Authority makes 

an unequivocal and categorical statement to the effect tht•.t the Bak\-,eri people 

are the sole legal ovmers of the lands in the Victoria Division in which 

plantJtions are now being operated by the Cameroons Development Corporation. 

/(b) The Bakweri 

ij T/928 
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~b) -The~ B~~erL land~- e~~t,·';he ', ju~i'iy' UoM'l~d- bt1·th~, whole Tru;~ 
Territo~yf 4s'--~uggest~ct;--:~;:\he. specia:l rep;e,~eritat,ive of the A<im,inrstering 

Authority; while the r~st~''oi th~--T;tist ;Ter-r-i.to~y 1s larid~ are not' being opera.tea 

in the interest of every member of the Territory. . , :.! . 

. -,- -.fo) Although the Administr,ation .claims to .h~ve· bought th~ .. iands from the . . ~ ' , . . ·. . . .. ' . . . 
:Custodian .of.,Ene~_J>roper-ty,to:r the "nat_ii:resll as. a good gesture, t~,e.-

, --p_etit,i9..n:E:r~.,-,,c_ontend th~t the sta~ement .th~t trye rents now.being paid to the 

•. ~oyerp~r-~_ser.ve -to m~et t):le cost. of .puying, the .pla,µtations,_fro~ the ._Custodian 

beltes the. Admintstering Authority's good intentip_ns. Claiming that such a 

.. pro~ed~,e. "woulq StlIIll:•arily .mean. that, the .Bakweri _:l;.ands ,have bpught tb~mselves 

back", ,th.e petitioner$ ree1.uest that. •the rents b,e paid to, them and not to the 

Governor,. since the lands are not crown lands. 
• J , ' 

(d), , The petitd:011r:rs further request that all missionar.y .bo~es and 

_. trading firms :be informed that the Bakweri -people: t~rough,:tp.e Gove,rnor of 
. . . ' . . . . . 

Nig~ria may ,demand· ,the parcels of land held by them on the payment, ,of .. 
. . . . ., . . ' 

. compensation as, may.?~ det-erminE3d adequa-te~ 

1( 

_ C.. Information having .a bearing. on the :sub.ject matter of t}1e _petition 

, Add after paragraph ll oJ document. T/L .• 175 the following:, .... · ,. 

In its 1950, annual, report¥tn.e Aclministering Authority gives the back-
• -- • • • , • ,1 • • i., . . , • L 

, ground of the Bak;weri problem and ,p.escribes_ its atte,mpts, to c~rry,,ou:t the 

resettlement progranrrne t?ropose~ }:)y the . Gov:e:rnment_ .apd ~ndo~-~,~q, PY:1,}:-hf:._ . 

Trusteeship CounciL in -its recommendation .on \he B~er.i lan,d problem._. 
• • • . . ' : . . • • . , ' i, • ,l • <' ., ~ , • 

, Obser,vations of individual !!:embers of the- TrustJ3eshiJ?,,Cqt~n,cµ .. on _the 

Bakweri prqplem, during .. the discuss;ions ,on the. annµa,l. ,re:gor.ts,, at:. the:,ninth .. . . , . . . . ~ . . . . 

session of ,the Trusteesh:ip Co'4!1cil, are sumrnari_z~~ in, paragraph!?, 51 tp 55 of 
• I , ' • • •• 

, . the .Confer.ence room ·.paper. No, _ l o~ t,he_ ~rafting: Comm~tte_e o_n .the. 9f'!Il~Foons 

under .British administrat_ion. (The United States., .. Chin?, BelgiU111, t_h~f Union 

of Soviet Socialist Republics an~ th_e Spec~al repr:~sen~ativ:e of the, A?J11inister:i 

Authority),. 

-------------~➔\-·•: ,, . 

1/ Annual Report, 1950, oaragraphs 466 - 480. 
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Af,!_~r,- oa.ragraph 11 of document T.{L.17.5 add the followingJ_ . , 1 
III., ~t.ttions from H 4 0 and the French Cameroons 

We::!.:r'c'.re Union T 1 Add.l dated 16 June 1951-and 
6,~.0-and 16 June respectively. 

A. §!.~1r::._1:ry of the pe'titions 

The F!'ench Came:-oons Welfare Union (T/PET .4/71 ·and Add.l) refers to its 

previous ~-JtitionYaddressed to the Visiting Mi~~i~n to Trust Territories in 
11-!est Af1'ica and states that in spite of the assurances given the Council by the 

t • ~ -- r ' 

special rep~esentative that immigrants from the French Cameroons enjoyed equal 
' • , •.• • .l • 1' 

privileges with the local inhabitants ·or the British Cameroons, and the Council 

consequent do::cision to take no action, the "real politfoal situation11 as 

concerned the immigrants at that time was far from satisfactory. 'They state 

that the actual number of' the immigrants I representatives in both the Native 

Authority Councils and the Native Courts of the Victoria Division was not only 

negligible but was not at all commensirrate with the total irmnigrant po~ulaticn 

actually resident in that Division, ~nd claim that there has been· ·no change in 

this situation under the new Nigerian eonstitution, The petitioners protest 

against their exclusion from participation in the new Constitution stating trzt 

they are neither entitled to choose their mm candidates at the pr:i.Jr.2.ry or 

village election nor allowed to vote for the candidates of the local 

inhabitants. They claim the right to :-vciie· ·on the grounds that they pay head 

and income taxes and· thus kre ··being tax~d··~thout represent~tion, that the tcte.: 

adult male population of immigi:-ants living in the Victoria· Federated and the 

Bakweri Clan Native Authority areas compares favourably with that of the 

native population (total indigenous adult males in these areas in 1949 being 

4,494, of whom 3,451 were immigrants and the majority ·from the F~ench 

Cameroons) and that the immigrant populati~n is the main stay of the econony c: 
the southern di visions of the Cameroonl Province. They" th~ref;re request th=-t' 

in view of the fact. that the French ca.n{er~on~ immitfants are scattered in t:1e 

Victoria Division, the Freri"ch Cam~roons ~elfai~ Union_ be constituted a prb..ary 

electoral uni~ and that they_ be alloc·a,ted seats at th~ Divisional Electoral 

Meeting compatible with their numbers. 

1/ T/PET,4/19 - 5/8 and Resolution 172·(VI)" 



T/L •. 175/Add.l 
Page 5 

They further complain that they are discriminated against in the question 

of appointments to the public service of the Cameroons under British admin­

istration and that, in spite of the fact that they cont~ibute a considerable 

oart of the revenue from which scholarships for Carneroons youths are financed, 

their children are discriminated against in the granting of scholarships •. 

Finally, they protest against the frontier between the two Cameroons 

stating that it should not be allowed to form a bar to the enjoyment of human 

rights by the peonle living on either side of it. They request the Trusteeship 

Council to conduct a referendum at an early date to ascertain the wishes of 

the indigenous population with regard to the question of the abolition of the 

frontier control ·and the unification of the Cameroons.,. 

Attached to the petition is a letter dated 12 June 1951 from Mr •. G, Osborn: 

District Officer, Victoria Division in which he informs the petitioners that 

vrith regard to their request concerning the right to vote in the primary 

elections, the electoral officer is prepared to accept on the electoral roll 
the name of any person who can show that he or his fd.ther was borrt in the 

Victoria Division, a -:,rovision which should dispose of the difficulties of a 

considerable number of nersons cf Frs!1:.h Came:ro0:-!~ o;~ig1..n., With regard to the 

rest he states that their only recourse is to apply for naturalization as 

British subjects. 

In a cablegram sent on behe.lf of the French Cameroons immigrants of Kurnba. 

(T/P"ST ._4/70) Mr •. Joseph I-Jgu cld::.ms that the French Carr,~:r·oons immigrants, who 

number several thousand in Kurn'ua Division, strongly pro-:-.est· against their 

exclusion from voting and from nominating candidates in the forthcoming 

elections. He states that such action is contrary to the policy outlined to 

the Trusteeship Council at its sixth session in Geneva and earnestly requests 

that the Government revise its electoral procedure in the light of its declared 

policy. 

B. 11ritten observations of th'e Administering Authority 

No observations have been received to date. 




