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nw·onMA'l'ION FROM Non-sm --covmmim TERRI'l'ORIES: 

SUMl-1\RY AND ANALYSIS ~~ INFORMATION ~NSMI'l'l'ED. 

UNDER ARTICLE 73 -~ OF THE CHA.RrER 

Ceeeatj,on of the trsnam:Ess:!on of tnformstion 

under Article 73 ~ -of .the CharterY. · 

Re,Eor.t of ~e Se<~~g_:Genc:;.--aJ_ 

I 

On 3 Novel!lber 19li8 the Gene.!'al Assembly adopted resolution 222 (III J · 

concerning the cessati?n of the tr·enmnissfon of information under 

P.rticle 73 e of the Charter. 

The operative pa11agl"!iphs .of thiff resolution .are ea follows: 

"Tl1e ~--wrol .AsS€mbJ;( 

''l. Welco:aes an,y develo:prol!rnt of · s9if-goverc:me:at t~t .maJ 

bave tak&n 1>lace ·· su~equenii to the·pesaing o~ General ·Assembly ~ 

r03~lution 66 (I) in an,y of: tbe territor.i9a er:umerated therein; 

"2. ~ tbst, lla'v'me: rega·ro "to tne provisions of · 

Chapter ll of the Charte:r·, it is easetiti3l that the United · / 

NetioruJ ba--_-informed -of any- chscge in the const1tutioml posi~::~ 

a'r'.d. ·3btv.s of -:.:my such ts~•itory oo a r esi.lJ.t of whicli the 
........... ,'V\n~·'.b1n ~ •-..,..,,,--;••··-t· CG" ~-e-""'"•"' 1 ,:.;., ~,..I,.,., it ,.r.....,r-.~ea'"'°-,,,v- .. ..:.· . .a.o;;,l:"............,_._ ..,..., ,-{~,. .;,;,J. ..... ,it":J!.. J f,•,,, .,,. 4,,t"'"'- v.;• !-L .1:u ... ..-• ..!~;..r ::>U,...J \,U • 

' . ' ' . 
trar.mnit i1:fo.at ;::~;;!c:..\ i:u ree,r,,=c:t O!~ tbst territory •_ ~;.de± .. . ' 

Article 73 .e 0f tts ·CiJ.crr..:c->r; ::.rd 

"3. · ~ ... ~;;. 0w<:.-·, ·-tc.e. M0..JJm.·s ·cO!}ct-~t-.ed to cd--•• .rm.1r,icate · to 'the 
-- · ..... .... . . . . "lo.>.• ~ 

Secretar:r-•G-!_-:~s-rnJ.J w1 thin.-~ .. ur.z;.i:.1.mi--po~.:1-oc.-of. six moot.ha, .. such .. 

in.fo~•:r:~ioi.~ .. -C.:l__ lllDy··oe-opp;:-c:!_)x~a c.s- p1.1..l"SU.Snt- tcr· the _prec.ed1~ 

paragnarh~ .iacll.ld.in6- the -co~t1~ti<m.,. .J.egis.la ttva act or 

execut.iYe-...order "J'.lrov:id.ic.g : f o!' ·the-. government..~ the" territory 

and the. .. cons ti tutiona 1 .. .ral..e t.ionship- of"' the- territory-to-th~ 

Goverr.ment -of th1Lmetropollten ·•Courrtry." 

-:------
~ ,This d~w:r:.ent ~s- also· -subnrlt'ted t •o the :.SpGc.:i.al.-Co:nmttteo--ott lr.rl'ormation 
j t.~t.t-ed.,_under Article 73- e .o.f:·the --cbsrler. · 

Jrn • hi.a .. note- · · 



,, 

/21'5 
/?ngo 2 

In his note of 21 Januory 1949 the Secretory-General drew the 

attention of the Members conce1:nec1 to resolution · 222 (III). In 

i:articulor, attention -was d1·a-wn to the request contained 1n paragraph 3 

of thu rosolut.icn, the Seci."etary-Genel"al'a note continuing, 

"The te4ri torios enumo:rated in General Assembly resolution 66 (I), 

:in respect of 'Which ini'or.metion was not transmitted in 1947 and 1948, 

ere the French E~tablishmer.to in Oceania, Indo•China, French 

Establlahilients in Indio, New Caledonia and Dependencies, Saint-Pierre 

ct ?,11quolcn, 1.:a rtinique, Guadeloupe and Dependencies, French Guiana, 

Reunion, Malta, Pi tea i1n Island anu the Panama Ca.:1al Zone. Certain 

rcse1"\"o tio~o ,,:ere made in conjunction w1 th the 1946 enurnera tlon 

of ter1.•jtories and :in certain cases constitutional te:x:ts bearing 

on the chnnecd status of territories lrere later tranar.ii tted to 

the Secretar:;-Generol. The &bove list of territories ia given in 

order tb.9 t the Members conco1 nee. may consider the request of 

tbc General 1,osembl.y in the light of the resolution and, in relevant 

cesoo, co!CI:lun:!.cote r-uch information as may be appropriate within 

the period of six montho elapsing on 3 l/.iay 1949." 

By note of 16 ~.o~ch 1949, tho pemonent United KiD6dom delegation 

to the United l!etlons replied as follows t.~ the communication of the 

Socrcter.7-Gonei-al: 
11,\a regorda the penultimate paragraph of the Sec~etc ry-

Genorol' s note, the United Kingc'!om delegation would invite attent5.vu 

to Mr. Poynton' s ret'.arks, referrinc to Malta, at the bottom of :page 9 

1 
of document ;\/AC,9/SR.16 of the 15th Septe:nber, 1947 t and also to 

Hr. Croech-J,mes' remei.·ks on the same subject in the second 

J:8:ragroph of page 3 of documentA/C.4/SR.l:3 of t:J~ 13th October, 1947. 

Since educoticnal, social and economic co:-.,:!.j.tions in Malta are n'?w 

the exclusive concern of the Government of Malta, it would be 

inappropriate, nnd indeed impossible, for His Majesty' a Go::-ernmr:mt 

in the United Kingdom to continue to transmit infonnation on these 

matters under Article 73 e of the Charter. 

''J\s regards the reference to Pitcairn Islond, it is regretted 

that no information was transmitted in respect of Pitcairn Islend 

for the yee.r 1947, but, as ,,1~1 be a~preciated, there is unlikely 

to be much information relating to this Island for transmission 

under Article 73 e of the Charter, and the standard form can have 
. y t' little applicat~on in this case. Nevertheless, His Majes Yo 

Note by the Secretariat: 
30 June 1936 ~as 202. 

The population of Pitcairn Island on 
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Gove1--n."!lent in the United. Kj_ngdom hope to be able to transmit some 

information on Pitcairn Island in 1·ea.pect of the year 1948." 

As regards Malta, the summary records to which reference is made, 
read as follo'Ws: 

"Mr, :POYHTON {United. Kingdom) gave some of the reasons 

f'or information on certain territories having arrived. late. Malta, 

which hed onl.}• on 5 September lJ47 attained full responsibility for 
.. I • I 

local self-govEirnment, ·was a case inpcint. This ter14 itory, for 

example, would not be ccnaida:.~ed at all in 1948 under Article. 73 e:".: 

(Ad Bee Col!llllittee, A/Ac.9/sR.16.) · 
"Mr, CREECH-JONES (United Kingdom) ••• Self-gove

1

rrunent was a 

living process which differed fr001 ter:ritory to ·territory. There 
. . . . 

were British territories which, while not yet in full control 

of their_ exte:i:nal affairs, were nevertheless °fully responsible . . 

for the conduct of their internal affairs.. Those territories 

in'clnd.ed \ Bu:r-o1a, Ceylon onrl Malta , end they~fell com:ple_t~ly., outside · 

Chapters XI and XII. 11 (Fourth Committee, A/c.4/SR.43.) 
By letter of 5 M.ay 1949 the French delAsation to the United Nations 

tra~amittod to the Secretary-General a_ let~er dated ·29 April 1949 from _ 

the Minister of Foreign Affe irs. A translation; of this coznm1.m':lcation 

follows: 

"In your lett_e:c of 21 January last you asked me to· send· you; 

be.fore 3 Moy 1949, the information referred to in paragraph 3 of · 

resolution .222 (III) adopted by the General As~embly. on· 

3 November 1948 . 

. "While conforming with this resolution, the French Government . 

wishes to recall that under Article 73 of the Charter "t?he 

determination of territories ~,hose peoples have not yet attained: 

a full measure of self-government lies exclusively within the \ 

competence of the States which have responsibilities for the · . 

administration of such territories. 

"In exercising these responsibilities, the French Government, 

which subscribed to the Declaration of Chapter_XI of the United 

Nations Charter, considers the .provisions of Article 73 e ·:o be · 

only of a provisional character, since they are normally ,t~ cease 

to apply to territorieo whose peoples have attained a sufficient .. 

degree of culture, prosperity and self~government. In th_is regard, 

the States which have or assume responsibUity for the administration 

of territories whose peoples ·have not yet attained a full measure 

of self-government must at all times take into account the degree 

of evolution of these peoples. 
/"In ·point 



"In P~int of fact, the 1ntention of the French Constitution 

of 27 October 1946 was to promote an _emanci pati on ach:1.~ved either 

1 within the unity of the Republic or under an autonomous regime . 

withi:i the French Union. 

"The peoples whic· h have taken the path of unity receive all 

the civic freedoms, duties and faculties which belong to the 

1w.!lb1tants of metropolitan France: all political differentiation 
in their regard disappears within a single legal and moral 

c o:::muni ty • 

"The f.rsmevork of the French Union olso makes it possible for 

the peoplen which hove or aspire to their own political life to 

proceed towards autonomy. Such peoples mllY form separate States 

united to tho French Republic by treaty ties. 

"Moreover, these tllo types of evolution may, to a certain 

extent, be conbined to give rise to systems which include both the 

sront of extensive local liberties and direct participation in the 

political life of the Republic. 

"Thes::, principles led the French Government to cease., in 1947, 

the transmission of information under Article 73 e as regards, on 

the one hand, all the Overseoa Departments and, on the other har.d, 

the following Overseas Territories: Ne~ Caledonia, the French 

Settlemonta in Oceania, and. St. Pierre et Mi_quelon, 

"Thie was also the case in 1948 in regard to th~ Associated 

States of Inda-China and the French Settlements in India. 

"l-!hen the Constitution was drafted, the Overseas Departments, 
' 

consisting of Guadeloupe, Gulena, Y.artinique and Reunion which for 

more tl:an a century have P3rticipated in French political life and 

asked for complete assimilation, were granted a regime which is 

lerge].y identical with that of the Der,artments of metropolitan 

France. 
"Under the Law of 19 March 1946 and the provisions for :its 

application, the whole of metropolitan legislation was extended 

to these new Departments. Persons in these Depertments enjoy the 

·some status in all respects as persons in metropolitan France end 
they are represented in the political .assemblies on the seo:ne 

fpoting. It would be no more possible in their case to speak of 

dependence than it vould be in the case of a province in relation 

to the State of which it formed part. 

/ "st. Pierre 

\ 
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"St. Pier.re et Mig.uelon, Ifow Caledonia and the French 

Settlements in Oceania, whose peoples already en,io:red extensive 

poli ti_cal rights, have been :provided with a regime which on the 

whole closely resembles that of the Oversees Departments or 

~etropolitan France as regards the sta~us of the inhabitants 

' ·-. .. ·"'--

and theit--·met_hod. of political reprea~ntetion. Taking their totol 

l)opule tion • into account, their :participation in the a sse:nbliea 

is · established on bases thllt are· even more favou.l'able than in 

metropoli.tan France. 

"In the case of the AsE!ociated States of Ind.o-China (Ca~bod:ia, 

Laos and Viet•!hlm) the F1•ench dovenment• a· dec:!.sion is 1'arsell 

on the recognJzed powere of the Govei1:irn1.mts of these States . 

Freedom of self•goveIT..ment to the extent of . independence within 

the fra!llework of the French Un:ton· has oean granted them by a 

series of convent.:ons concluded ·during the last two years. 

"The French Settlements in India have bef:)n given wide local 

liberties which have been fitted· into· a regime >1hich elr~ady 

enabled them to participate in the institutions of the Republic. 

Within this framework the lnhabi~nts, ·wit.tc·~t dictinction of 

origin or status, enjoy polit :l.cel rig!its ·si~illl:r to those of 

citizens of metropoli ten. Fra,:r,e . 

"It was for these reasc,ns tt>.at the 1''rench Government decided (. 

cease the transmission of information on t he abo-ve•mQntioned _countrf 
• I 

' . } 
"In regard to the other non•metropoli tan parts of the Fre~ch d.··.: .. 

Union, reforms in l aws and regulations ar·e now going forward and 1 · 

other reforms which have not yet been dec1doo u~on, wi~l follow in 

the future. . For this reason th~ French Government, l:>eiIJ6 enxiouo 

to co-operate faithfully with i nternational bod ies, considers 

that it should for the pres_ent continue the comniunicatlons referred 

to in Article 73 e. At the same time it recalls the rese~etions 

which 1 t eta ted ,in 1 ts covering letter of 17 Octobe·r 1946 end . 

h h i · tion The r eservations su.baequently r epeated wit eac coI?lillU~ ca • 

still hold good. 
. f d the tevts rel"'t-fve to the status of "Enclosed you -will in •• "' -

the various units of ·the French Union ·in regard to which 

inf'ormation has ceased to ·be transmitted. II 

/LIST OF 

/ 



LIST OF ENCLOSURES .. 

Ext.riJcta from the Cons ti tut ion (Preamble end Title VIII) 

la'Ws ccncernir~ elections to the National Assembly: 

- Law ?Io• 46-2151 of 5/10/46 (Jounl.61 Officiel de ls P.epublique 
Frenquioe (JORF) of 8/10/46) 

- I.a~ No . 47-1606 of 27/8/47 (JORF .of 28/8/47) 
Texts concerning elections to the Council of the Re}?Ublic: 

- Le-w 1;c. 48-1471 of 23/9/48 (JORF of 24/9/48) 

- Decree l!o. 48-llq8 of 24/9/48 (JORF of 25/9/1~8) 

Texts conce:-.-niI)6 the Overoeee Deportments.: 

- L!l'-' I-io. 46-451 cf 19/3/l:6 (JOP.F of 20/3/46) 

- Llst of Decrees extending rnetro_politan legislation to the 
Oversens Torrito~ie~ 

Texts concernir.g the Overseas Territories:. 

• Decrees of 25/10/46 <ietorm!ni.JS the composi t:to; of the territorial 

reprerentative asaemblios in St. fierre et M:tquelon, New Caledonia, 

the French Settlements in Oceania e~ the Fr,ench Settlemoata in 

India (JOIW of 27/10/~6) 
• Decree 1;0, 47-2121 of 7/11/47 (JORF of 8/11/J1n) 

- Decree Ho. ~8-1629 of 18/10/48 

- Decree No. 49-293 of 3/3/49 
- Decree No. 47-1490 of 12/8/47 

•, Texts concernir.g the As3ociated Stotes: 

• Letter from the King of Cambodia to the President of the 

French Union, dated 27/ll/~7 
- Lotter frcm the President of the French Union to the King of 

Cahlbodia, dated 14/1/48 
- Lotter from the King of Iaos to the President of the French Union, 

dated 25/ll/47 
• Letter from the President' of the French Unio:n to the King of Laos , 

dated 14/1/48 

- Constitution of the KiD8dom of Cambodia 

Constitution of the Kingdom of Laos 

• Joint declaration made on 5/6/48 in the Bay ,of Along by 

lfr, BOLL\ERT, French Hish Commissioner in Indo-China end \ 
General XUAH, President of the Provisional C,entral Government ' 

)f Viet-Uom, in the presence of H. M. BAO DAI, 

• Piel. 




