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I. INTRODIrcTION

l. At its 4th plenary meetingr or 24 September 1982, the General Assembly decided
to include in its agenda ttre item entitled:

"Office of the United Nations High Conmissioner for Refugees:

" (a) Report of the High Conrnissioneri

" (b) Question of ttre.continuation of the Office of the High Conmissioner;

o (c) Assistance to refugees in Africa3 report of ttre Secretary-Generaln

and to allocate it to the Third Conunittee.

2. lltre Conunittee considered this item at its 4lst, 43rd to 46thr 48th, 58th,
59th, 6lst and 62nd neetings, from 15 to 18 and on 30 lfovenber and from I to
3 December 1982. An account of the discussion of the Comittee is contained in the
reLevant sumnary records (see VC.3/37/5R.4L,43461 48r 58, 59, 51 and 62).

3. ilhe Comnittee decided to consider iten 90 togettrer wittr ttre relevant chapters
of ttre report of the Economic and Social Council (item 12) Pertaining to specific
cases of providing assistance to refugees.

'L. In connection with item 90, the Colrunittee had before it the follor'ring
documentation:
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(a) Report of the United Nations High Conunissioner for nefugees; f,/
(b) Report of the Economic and Social Council, chapter III, sections C and c,

and chapter IX, section F (p\/37/3 (parts I and TIJ), U
(c) International Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa: retrrort of

tlre Secretary-ceneral (Py'37 /5221 i
(d) I€tter dated 8 February 1982 from the Permanent Representative of

Afghanistan to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (N37/54 and
Corr.l) i

(e) Letter dated 30 June 1982 fron the Pernanent Representative of Ttrailand
to the United tiLations addressed to the Secretary-General, transmitting excerpts
from the joint conununiqu6 issued on 16 June 1982 by the Foreign Ministers of the
Association of South-East Asian Nations (p{37/324-S/L526Sl i

(f) tetter dated 3 September 1982 from ttre Permanent Representative of
Pakistan to the united Nations addressed to the secretary-General
(P'/37/43L-slrs389) i

(S) Letter dated 10 Septenber 1982 from the Permanent Representative of
Afghanistan to the United lilations addressed to ttre secretary-GeneraL (ptfi7/a3gli

(h) Ietter dated 29 September 1982 from the Permanent Representative of
Afghanistan to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (N37/SOS|.,

(i) Ictter dated L8 October L982 from the Permanent Representative of
Viet ![am to the United Natlons addressed to the Secretary-General (p!/37/5571.

5- In connection with the relevant chapters of the retrnrt of the Economic and
Social Council pertaining to specific cases of providing assistance to refugees,
the Comnittee had before it the folloving documentation:

(a) Report of the Secretary-General on the situation of refugees in the Sudan(U37/tt8l i

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on assistance to refugees in Sonralia
(U37/aLe) i

(c) Retrnrt of the Secretary-General on hurnanitarian assistance to refugees in
Dj ibouti (AF7 /a20) i

y Official Rqcords of the General Assembly, lltrirty-seventh Session,
Supplement No. 12 11y'37/L2l and Supplement ltb. 12 A (Pr/37/L2/Add.1)

U To be issued as Officiel_ieq.olqs of ttre General Assenb@
Session, Supplement No. 3
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(d) Report of the Secretary-General on assistance to student refugees in
South Africa (A/37/495 and Corr.J-)i

(e) IGport of the Secretary-General on humanitarian assistance to refugees in
the Sudan (A/37/5L91.

6. At the 4lst meeting, on 15 lfovember, the United Nations High Connissioner for
Refugees made an introductory statement.

rI. CONSIDERATTON OF PROPOSALS

A. Dr,aft resolution VC.3,/37/L;44

7. At the 58th neeting, on 30 November, the representative of Sveden introduced a
draft resolution [NC.3/37/L.44) entitled I'Report, of the United Nations High
Conmissioner for Refugees'r, sponsored by Australial Belgiun, Canada, Costa Rica,
Denmark, Djibouti, Fin1and, creece, Iceland, Ita1y, New Zealand, &g3I,, Pakistan,
Portugalr-the Sudan, Sweden, iltrailand, and the United ltepublic of Tanzania,
subsequently joined by l4adagascar.

B. At the 59th meeting, on I Decenber, the Corunittee adopted the draft resolution
without a vote (see para. 16, draft resolution I).

B. Draft resolution VC.3,/37lL.45

9. At the 58th meeting, on 30 November, the representative of Sneden introduced a
draft resolution (A/C.3/37/L.45) entitled "Continuation of the Office of the United
tilations High Conunissioner for Refugeesn, sponsored by Australia, Belgium, Canada,
Costa Rica, Denmark, Finland, Etance, Germany, FederaL RepubLic of, Iceland, Italy,
,fapan, the Netherlands, libw Zea1and, lgggl, Pakistan, the Sudan, $veden, Thailand,
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and librthern lreland, the United Republic of
Tanzania and the United States of Anerica as weLl as !33g!g!9g!., l,talaysia and the
tltrited Republic of Cameroon, subsequently joined by Etltiopia.

I0. At the 59th neeting, on I Decenberr the Comnittee adopted the draft resolution
without a vote (see trnra. 16, draft resolution II).

C. Draft resolution VC;3,/37/L;43

Ll. At the 58th meeting, on 30 November, the representative of $g!pr in her
catrncity as Chairman of the African croup for the month of llovember, introduced a
draft resolution (Py'C.3/37/L.431 entitled "International Conference on Assistance
to Refugees in Africax, on behalf of the Member States members of the African
Group. fn introducing ttre draft resolution, she oral.Ly revised the text by
i.nserting ttre following new operative trnragraph after trnragraptr 10:
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"11' - stresses that any additionar. assistance provided forrefugee-rerated projects should not be at the expense of the concernedcountriesr own developrnent needsi n.

the remaining paragraph was renurnbered accordingly.
L2' A statement by the secretary-General 0n ttre adrninistrative and financialintplications of the draft resolution lras circulated to the conunittee in d@umentp"/c.3/37/r,61.

13' At the 61st- meeting, on 2 December, the representative of the Libvan arabJamahiriya, as chairmanrof the African ct""p i"i trr" nronrh "r-oJ}f;ffiffrevised the draft resolution as follqrs:
(a) rn the ttrird preambular paragraph, the nords ngrowing numberr wererepraced by ttre words npresent infruxi before the words rof refugees.l
(b) rn the fourth prearnbular paragraph, ttre words."of the African countriesowere added at the end of the paragraFh,

(c) rF operative trnragrah 5 (b), the word nprovide' before the wordsnadditional' assistalcer was replaced by iconsider ttre continuing need forassistance with a view to providing, a-s "*.r""ryr".
14' At the same meeting, the representative of the Libyan Arab,Jamahiriya, takinginto account a proposal by the representative of Morocco, further revised the draftresolution by adding the woras nand for trris puiposE-E-realrocate existingresourcesio at the end of operative paraji.pt-e.
15' At the same meeting, ttre conunittee voted on draft resolution pdc.3/37/L.43, asorally revised, as follows:

(a) Operative paragraph 5
4 abstentionsl

(b) lltre draft resorution, as a whole, as orally revised, was adopted witSouta vote (see trnra. 15, draft resolution IIIj.

was adopted by 105 votes to none, with
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III. RECO!,III{ENDATIONS OF THE THIRD COMIIITTEE

16. The llhird Corunittee recorunends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resolution:

DRAFT RESOI,T'TION I

Report of the ttnited Nations High @mmissioner for Refugees

@'
Having considered the report of the United Nations High Corunissioner for

Refugees on the activities of his Office, ?/ u" weLl as the retrnrt of the Executive
Committee of the High Cornmissionerrs Programne on its thirty-third session, !/ and
having heard the nigh Conunissionerrs statenent, !,/

Recalling its resolutions 36/L24 and 36/L25 of 14 December L981,

Reaffirming the eminently humanitarian and non-political character of the
activities of the Office of the High Commissioner on behaLf of refugees, returnees
and displaced persons of concern to the office,

Drpressing deep concern that ttre problems of refugees and displaced persons
remain distressingly serious, especially in Africa, Asia and Iatin America,

Considering that, despite some encouraging development, substantial efforts to
aid refugees and displaced persons of concern to the Office of the High
Cormnissioner continue to be needed, in particular ttrrough the promotion of durable
and speedy solutions to their problens in accordance with the statute of the Office,

Welcoming the increasing number of accessions by States to the
fSSf Convention fu/ and the 1957 Protocol !/ reLatLng to the Status of Refugees,

libting with deep concern that serious violations of the basic rights of
refugees and dispJ-aced persons that are the concern of the Office have continued,

Deploring, in particular, ttre instances of military attacks on refugee camps
in southern Africa and elsewhere,

2/ Official Records of the General Assemblv, Thirty-seventh Session,
Supplement llo. 12 (P{37 /L2l .

rbid., supplement No. 12A (N37/L2/Add.1) .

2/ see Vc.3/37 /sR..A]..

V United Nations, Treatv Series, vol. I89, Dlo. 2545, p. 137.

a rbid., vol. 606, lib. 879L, p. 257.

!/



r,/37 /692
EngJ-ish
Page 6

tibting that nany assistance prograrunes have evorved from the emergency tr*raseto a state of consolidation,

. - the positive responses of Governments to theprobJ-ems of refugees atta aispGEed persons of concern to the office through offersof asyrum, voLuntary retrEtriition, rehabilitation, rocar settrement, resettlementand financiar contributions, as werr as the generous support given to the office inits humanitarian task,

No}'ing lvith appreciation the retrnrt of ttre secretary-Generar on thernternationar conferenEE-onTssistance to Refugees in eriica, gz
1' conunends the united Nations High comnissioner for Refugees and his stafffor the vaIiETG work t}at the office.orrtirrues to perform on beirarf of refugees,returnees and dispraced persons of concern to the office;
2' Reaffi{ms the fundamental nature of the High conmissionerrs internationalprotectio"Effitr and the need for covernnents to co-operate fulry with ttre Highcommissioner to facilitate the effective exercise of this essentiar function, inparticular by acceding to and fully implenenting ttre relevant international and

::::::?:,,i:::::l""ts and by scrupurousry observins rhe principtes of asytum and

3' Deplores the continued serious viorations of trre basic rights of refugeesand dispraced persons of concern !o the office, in trnrticurar through miLitaryattacks on refugee camPs and settlements in souttrern africa and ersewhere,rgfourement and arbitrary detention, and stresses the need to strengthen tneasuresto protect them against such violations;
4 ' welcogr within the context of the effort of the internationaL conununi.tyto share 6;;urd; of caring for refugees, the work of the High commissioner inexamining the problems associated wittr-proviaing refuge on a temporary basis toasylum-seekers in situations of large-slare inriux with a view to finding durablesolutionsr €rnd requests him to continue the work in this regardT

5' Notes FlL:appreciation the major contribution by countries in givingasy1uno,@onaternporarybasis,andassisting1argenumbers
of refugees and displaced persons of concein to the office of the High corunissioner;

6' stresses the High conunissionerrs rore in promoting durabre and speedysolutionsrEGttJultation and agreement with the countries concerned, to theproblems of refugees and displaced persons facing his office through voluntaryrepatriation or return and, when"vei appropriate, subseguent assistance inrehabilitation of returnees' resettlement in other countries or integration incountries of asyrum, and urges @vernnent,s to extend the necessary co-operation tosupport the High comnissionerrs efforts in this regard;

non-refoulement;

v v37/522.
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7. Urges the High Conmissioner to intensify his efforts to provide
huunanitarian assistance to tefugees and dispraced persons of concern to his office,especialry to the large numbers-in Afric;;-;;i;-.na ratin Americai

8' stresses the inlnrtance of maintaining relief efforts and theresettlemeffintum for boat and lana cas!" ii souur-East asia, where rargenurnbers of refugees and displaced persons have been admitted on a temporary basis,incl.uding the programme of Orderly Departure;

9' Takes note of the efforts already made by ttre High Commissioner
Ene management practices and staffing trnlicy of his office to the vastlytasks and invites him to continue ttrise eff6rts in line wittr the rerevant

to adapt
increased

resolutions of the GeneraL Assenbly and decisions of the Executive conuuittee of theHigh Colunissioner rs prograrune;

' Rgquests the High Conunissioner to co-ordinate closely the efforts of hisoffice in ttre field of hunanitarian assistance with those of other rerevant bodiesbottt wittrin and outside the United Nations system, in accordance witlr the re1evantresolutions and decisions of the General Assembly, the Economic and social counciland the Administrative Comnittee on Co-ordination;

- .. 11. ReJqr,rgsts furthe{ the High connissioner to continue participating in theforror-up of the lnternationaL conference on Assistance to neiugees in Africa andto intensify his assistance to refugees in Africai
L2. Calls upon the international comnunity to shareappropria6;lr-;E1e sorutions to the probJ-ems of refugees

concern to the office of the High conunissioner ttre worrdresidual probrems as well as the econonic and demographicthe countries concernedT

l3'- urges all Governments in a trnsition to do so to support and contributegenerousJ-y to the High conunissionerrs humanitarian progratnmes.

the burden of providing
and displaced persons of

over, taking into account
absorption capacity of

DRAFT RESOLUIION IT

Continuation of the Office of the United Nations

The General Assembly,

Having .considered the report of the united Nations High cornrnissioner forRefugees, !,/

_ -9/ officigr.Fqggr.g-s of the Generar Assetrlv, Thirtrseoerth seSupol.r"rrt No- t wo. tZ a @n7/L2/Add.I)
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Recalling its resoLution 32/68 of 8 Decernber 19?7, in which it decided to
review, not later than at its thirty-seventh session, the arrangements for ttre
Office of the High Corunissioner with a view to deternining whettrer the Office
shouLd be continued beyond 31 Decenber 1983,

Recelling further its resolutions 1166 (xII) of 26 November 1957 and
1573 ()vI) of 18 Decernber 1961 and Economic and Social Council resolution 672 (xxv)
of 30 April 1958 on the establishment of the Er<ecutive Committee of the programme
of the United Nations High Corunissioner for Refugees,

Recognizing the great continuing need for international action on behalf of
refugees and dispraced persons of concern to the High commissioner,

F<pressing its concern at the persistance and gravity of the problems of
refugees and dispJ.aced persons of concern to the High Conunissioner in aLl parts of
the world, particularly in different parts of Africa, Asia and Latin America,

Considering the valuable work that has been performed by the Office of the
High conrnissioner in providing international protection and assistance to refugees
and displaced persons of concern to the High Comnissioner and in pronoting
permanent solutions to their problems,

1. Decides to continue the office of the United titations High Commissioner
for Refugees for a further period of five years from I January 19g4;

2. Requests the High Commissioner to continue to discharge his basic
functions of protection, assistance and the pronotion of durable solutions in
accordance with the statute of the office and relevant General Assembly resolutionsl

3. Invites the High Commissioner to continue to report to and be guided by
the Executffimmittee of the High conunissioner rs programrne in accordance with the
Connitteers terms of reference, and its decisions, as set out in General Assembly
resolution 1165 (XII) and Economic and Social CounciL resolution 672 ()111v) i

4. Reiterates ttrat the responsibilities of the Executive Committee of the
High Commiffiiftrogramme shalL continue to cover the determination of the
general policies by means of periodic review of progranmes, operations, management
and activities under which the High Conunissioner shall plan, develop and administer
the programmes and projects;

5. Urgesr in this regard, the Executive Cornrnittee of the High Conrnissionerrs
Prograrnrne, when ful-filling the functions and the responsibilities entrusted to it
by the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and the Economic and Social
Council' to ensure the efficient use of funds and to give special attention to the
successful administration and management of programnesi

6. Takes note of the efforts already made by the ttigh Cornmissioner to adapt
the managetffiffis services to their .r.itty increased tasks and invites hin to
undertake his efforts in accordance with the princiirl-es and guidelines set by the
General Assembly, and in the light of the guidance given to him by the Execut,ive
Corrnittee of the High Commissioner rs programmel
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7. Pecides to review, not later than at its forty-second session, the
arrangements for the office of the united Nations High comnissioner for Refugeeswith a view to determining whether the office should be continued beyond3L December 1988.

DRAFT RESOLUTION III
International Conference on Assistance to Refuqees in Africa

llhe General Assemb1y,

nec.aUir-rg its resolutions 35/42 of 25 Novernber 19g0 and 36/L24 of
14 ttecember 1981 on the rnternational conference on Assistance to Refugees inAfrica,

- 
Having consideged the reports of the secretary-cenerar on the rnternational

Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa, f!_rz anA the retrnrt of the UnitedNations High conunissioner for Refugees 1/ on thE-activities oi nis office,

- Gqavely concerned at the present influx of refugees in the African continent,
who nor constitute over half of the Snpulation of refugees in the world,

lbling that, whiLe the Conference succeeded in raising world consciousnessabout the plight of refugees and returnees in Mrica, as well as the problems ofasylum countries, the overall results of the Conference in terms of financial andmateriaL assistance have falren short of the expectations of the African countriJs,
Aware of the econonic and social burden inposed on African countries of asyLumby the growing influx of refugees and its consequences for their developrnent and ofthe heavy sacrifices made by thern, despite their lirnited resources, to alleviate

t-he pJ-ight of these refugees,

Considering, therefore, the need of the countries of asylum for adequate
human, technical and financial assistance to enable them properly to shouLder theirincreased responsibilities and assume the additional burdln that the presence ofrefugees represents for ttreir economies,

cgnsidering furthe{ the need to assist similarly the countries of origin inthe voluntary rePatriation and resettlenent of returnees, as set out in theprocedures of the office of the united Nations High conunissioner for Refugees,

Recgqni.zing ttrerefore the need to further review, with the African Governmentscorrcerned, the burden i4nsed on their national econonies by refugees and returnees,

L9/ FtrLe82/76 and A/37/522,

Supplement lib. 12 (v37/L2l and $!1!., Supplement lto; 12A (N37 /L2/Add.t_) .
!!/ official Records 9f- the General Assenblv, lfhir seventh gejtsig:r,



A/37 /692
English
Page I0

I. Conrnends the Secretary-General for his reports 9/ on the International
Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa, which nere prepared in pursuance to
trnragraph 6 of its resolution N36/L24 of 14 Decenber I981i

2. Erpresses its appreciation to all donor countries, the united Nations
High conmissioner for Refugees and the international conrnunity at large for their
continued support and assistance to African refugees, including their efforts to
facilitate the Process of voluntary retrntriation to ttreir countries of origin;

3. E<presses its concern that the assistance currently being provided under
existing refugee-related programmes falls short of ttre urgent needs of refugees and
returnees in Africa and does not provide sufficient resources to enable the
impJ-ernentation of projects designed to ensure adequate care and rel,ief for ttre
refugees and to expedite the process of rehabilitation and resettlernent;

4. D<tends its appreciation to the countries of asylum for ttre great
contributina1Ieviatingtheplightofrefugeesandurges
the international comnunity to give the necessary assistance to enable those
countries to provide essential services and facilities for the refugeesS

5. Ig$sts, the Secretary-ceneral, in close co-operation wittr ttre
Secretary-General- of the Organization of African llnity and the ttnited Nations ttigh
Conunissioner for Refugeesr to convene at Geneva in 1984 a second InternationaL
Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africac

(a) so review ttroroughly the results of the Conference held in 1981 as well
as the state of the progress of projects subnitted to itr

(b) Iro consider the continuing need for assistance with a view to providing,
as necessary, additional assistance to refugees and returnees in Africa for ttre
implementation of progranunes for their relief, rehabilitation and resettlement;

(c) To consider the impact iqrosed on the national economies of ttre African
countries concerned and to provide then wittr required assistance to strengttren
their social and economic infrastructure to cope wittr the burden of deal-ing with
large numbers of refugees and returneesi

6. hguests further the Secretary-General, in close co-operation with ttre
secretary-General of the organization of Mrican Unity and the United Nations ttigh
Comnissioner for Refugees, to consult wittr the concerned African countries wittr
regard to their needs for dealing adequately wittr the probLern of refugees and
returnees and, in this respect, to submit a retrnrt on the situation in each country
to enable the protrnsed Conference to have an up-to-date assessment, by priority, of
the humanitarian, rehabilitation and resettlement needs of ttre refugees and
returnees, and the assistance required by ttre countries concerned to strengthen
existing services, facilities and infrastructure and, for ttris g,rrpose, to
reallocate existing resourcest

lU E/L982/76 and pr/37/522.
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7 - Calls gPon the comPetent specialized agencies and organizations of t5e
united watTSi?@h, incruding the developnentar organizations, to provide arlnecessary co-operation and support to the Secretary-GeneraL in respect of thereport to be prepared for the Conference to be rreta in 1984, as mentioned inparagraph 6 aborrel

8. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that adequate financial and
budgetary arrangements are nade to cover the expenses for the preparation of thereport caLled for in paragraph 6 above, as well as for the organiiation of the
Conference in 1984;

9. Appeals to the internationaL conununity, all l'lember States, the
specialized agencies and regional, intergovernmental and nonjovernmental
organizations to provide the utmost support for ttre Conference wittr a view to
offering maximum financial and naterial assistance to refugees and returnees in
AfricaT

10. Invites governmental bodies of specialized agencies, intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations to bring this resolution to the attention of
their mernbers and to consider, within their sphere of competence, various ways and
means to increise substantially assistance to African refugees and returneesi

11. Stresses that any additional assistance provided for refugee-related
projects s661ffit be at -tlr. e*pettse of the concerned countriest own development
needs;

L2. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General A.ssemb1y at its
thirty-eighth session on the inplementation of the present resolution.




