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 Iiplementation by the Adminictering futhieraty - 7
of reccmmendations of the Trusteesghi eshlyp Cov council T e R

__B__(_%_Hcta by the Secret&ri&t' In accordance with resclutica YU

128 {VI) of the Trustesship Council, the Secretariat hag. = . "o o Fas

Irrepared a special section on the :{anlemnt&tion of the 2
recommendetions of the Trusteeship Council. PR

v+ . The idnfermation in this section is based on the o g LRSI g L :

annual report and the statements usde by the representatlve . .- . .
and speclal remresentative of thke Adminictering Authority %
during the discuseion of the annual repm.t. in the :
Trusteeship Council. . ;

I. Political advancement '

------

population to the cons’citution&l changes - introduced by ‘the Samoce Amendmernt . fmt‘
and expresses the hope that & loyal and sincere collabnra.tion will gg:l.ve the recent
reforms an oppcrttmi‘oy to rroﬁuce their full effec‘bs.

The Samoa Amsndment Act, 191;7 1, came int.u force on 10 March 3.91;8 Both the -
Ccuncil af State and the Leglslative Aasembly began to function fully G.uring the'
Year .1948-1}9. In themselves they provide the ;mimipﬂl meana by which the other
Iroposals for political, sccial znd ‘sconomlc: advencement announced in 1911-7 oan”
be carried out. E o g

‘The Council recommends that consideration be-glven to-the introdmnction of-a
system of univeveel suffrage. a{fugable to ell inhabltents of Western Samoa to.the.
end rhat ths besis of “apresan tion in the Legislative counr.,il‘ mﬂy 'be '
Irogresaively broedsnsd, : :

‘Thei francklse’ irn Semea 1e confined to-the :__mj:‘_a_;_,'-"who constitite & 1ittle
over 20 por cont of the males: over fourteon vears of agh; or'abogt vne in fmn'*‘;': R
of adult males:' The msimbenante of this Testrictidn' does hist ivdicate’that -
elther ths Adminictering Aub hordity or the Gu'.'ermaut of Wastern Sauos. have. ,nc'b

oiven consideration to the in’cro&uotinn of univorsal suffz age, as ©vs é"F‘Gued by ’0119
& " /T:. yt? ;.—-edhip
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Trusteeship Cou.ncij, at its fourth_séssion.y It indicates thelr realization, on
’thé con‘orarj’, that the introduction of universal suffrage at this stage would be
incompatible with that respect for Samcenculture to which they are equelly urged
by the Trusteeship Council, & respect which they have always shown., The average
Semoan stlll regards his matai as his propérkrepresen’oatiVe in matters outside
the femily, To set this conviction at defiance , by the sudden introduction of”
adult suffrage, would not be to make the Fono of Faipule more reIresentative, but
less s0. But it is realized by all concerned’,’ ihcludihg many Semcan leaders, that
this situvation 1s gradually changing, and will change etill more. Economic end
soclal changes are providing new o;pportunitie's for: indiyiauals" toobtain _
distinction and the recognition of their right to perticipate in public affairs,
The franchise will inevitably beccme nore general. When the time comes for a
chenge to be made, the Administering Authority will certainly . not be found to be
antagonistic to it; and it is considered. "bhat the Semoans themselVes will
gradually adopt this view. ' . : ' B

Tt is considered that the :merovemexrb in the standard of education and the
increased contact which Semce now has with the outside world will lead the peopls
of Semoa themselves towards the adoption of. & democratic system of choosing their
representatives in the legislative bodies. But-the New Zealand Govermment is
convinced that it would be entirely w:r.'ong to force on the Samoans any radical
change in their customs '

The Councll welcomes the policy of the Administering Authority of training
the Samcans for the Civil Service so that they m&y gradually assume responsible
administrative posts in the Territory.

The number of public servents on 3lst Merch 1949 , was 871. Of this total,
62 were seconded officers, 127 were local and other European 6fficers and 682
Wero Samoans. | T )

The Semca Amendment Act of 1949 hae also provided for the constitution of & )
Samcan Public Service Commission comprising a Commissloner and two assistant |
 Commissioners, one of whom is to be & Samcan. Nominations for the office of
Semcen Assistant Fublic Service Commissioner are reguired to be submitted by the
Council of State, who heé not yet medo & nomination. - The Public Service
Comnissioner commenced duty on 1 April 1950, and is at preSent engaged in

i “A'Eo Tted at its fourth session (January-mrch 19“9)

[reviewing
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reviewing the organization of the public Bervice o:t‘ the Territory, he will es far

es poss.ible mplement the poliey of pxovic‘d.ng dut-iég,of ircrea injs Fesponsibility =

in the Iublic sexrvice for the inhabitants of the TerrztorY. : R
| | " II, Econcmic advancement - i LRIV

Thé Council noted with’ caty s.cact* on that the fimncial situat'? on of t.ae
Territory is et preaent excellert, It is, however, eware thet this irisperity is -
meinly due to ebnormally high prices for copra and cocoa and 18 concerned with the’
Poscible: repercussions of a fall in these. prices on the ecenony of the Torritory.
The Council therefore reccnmends that the Aduministering Aauthority should continue
53 teke all possible s’ceps to protect the economy of the Territory against' a fall
‘n world mrices by diversifying the production by introducing secondery industries
J.nto the Termtory > and by an.,r other LeBLUres, That nay be found possible.

‘I‘he Council recommends that ‘bhe Adminiu'bemng Autho:city in‘eenaixy its ei‘mrts
tovards the develomment and utilization of the resouices of “the Terfritory in o
crder to raise the standard of living of the indigenous inhabitants and requests
the Administering Autherity to elaboruta a.n mrer-all plan for ’che economic
development of Wes’cern Samou. o "

A full examimtion of the problem of diversificution will be made. A
'beginning has been made in indua’cry diversiiica’cion with the establislmzent of a,
factory to prpduce desiccated coconut,. . The New zealend Reparation Estates
Organization is alsp developing a dairy industry. Plens for a sm\rey 'bo A
determine. the gcencmic potential of the Trust- Territory axre at present bein{, e
werked . out. The extension of the roading system,., ,opennaw lends; will provide . -
en increased volume of production and offeet to some degree any fecrosse in valuss.
During the current year important changss have been made in. the system of coma: .-
rarketing. The time was mropitious owing to the fact that the current: contreet. -
vith-the Ministry of Food was due to expire on 31 Decomber 1948, and thet it vas
known that the Ministry was anxious to meke a now comtract for e »-la#zg't'érm. A
revision of mrocedure was desired by which an authority in VWestern Samcd should
negotiate the new contract in place of the New- Zealand (rOVernmont which had ucte(l
‘n behalf of the Territory previcusly.. It was also desired to establish a
stabilization fund to rrovide some mecsure of prntection for merchan’os and
Iroducers agalnet fluutuations in prices. - For this purnose the. Copra Board
Ordinance, 1948 wes passcd. It eoteblished & Copra '.Boara compcsed of the
following members: the Secretary to the A'imin.uﬁ“'rat.wn (Chairman) i the. Fautua, ]
three. representatives of Samoan producers ». OO0, representative of European producers,
one re?reaenrt&tive of copra-buying interestc, one representative of ccm:'awexportinz
interests, and the Troasurer of Western Semoa (Secretary). -The. Board held. its

“[eirst
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- firet moeting on 23 December 1948, It hes been given the sole right of exporting
corra -frem the Territory.. . : ' =
(&) Proferential trcatmen‘b

The Council takes note of the s’catament rade by the represantatim cf ‘bha
Adninigtering Autherity that an ingniry regarding the exisbing preferontml
trea-’cment of 11 pex ‘cent in f‘evou: of Bri‘b'rsh gocds 1s under way.

A Solect cummiﬁ‘oae haa be en set up by the Iegiclative Assenbly to inthigate
‘ohe fmeation of retaining exiating tariﬁ.’ preference in :lmpor'bs from Bri'tish
countriee. b . -
Plang’ for & aurvey to daterm::e the economic potsntial of the Trust Territcry
a.re a‘h preaent heing worked out. _
III. ~ Social ad?anremsnt

The COunca.l urgoa the Aﬁministering Authority to intensify ite effort.s in
the improvement of the health and social services in the Territory. L

The Council requests the Administering Autherity to consider the poaaibility
of taking semple. studics of the standard of living of the inbabitants.

The Annual Report for the year ending 31 March 1949, gives details of &
conprehensive schems which is belng d.eveldped with the object of improving “the
health services of the Trust Territory, During that year a medical roseirch
toam from New Zeoolend undertook a survey of the medical problems of the Trust: -
Territery, and it ig anticipated that & permanent: research unit will be maintained |
there, -During the early part of this year Ir. Muriel Bell, Senicr Futrition -

_"'ficer' of the New Zealand Medical Research Council, paid a visit to the
Territory to study the blood proteln levels in children, a subjoct 'bmmd up with
questions of nutrition and the search for suiteble weaning foods, : '

It is planned that sample studies of the standard of living of the inhebitents
will be undertaken, if possible, in-conjunction with the e¢conomic survey.
| | ‘ ¢ 'IV. Educational advancement E
(a) Secondery end highor educetion | '

The Council welcomes the fropooed esteblishment in the Trust Territory of a
' new secondaxy echool with full time educational fecilities &nd recommends to the
Administering Authority that it intensify its effort to increase existing
oeppertunities for higher education for the pecple of the Trust Territwry.

) The annuel report referred to expleins in detail the schems which has besn
Put into operation to provide extended secondary education facilities, while the
expansion of ‘the training.college mrovided for under the schems will -silppi?

trained teachers: for the primary schools throughout. the Trust Texrritory.

/(b) Compulsory
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(b) Compulsory education

The Council urges. the Administering futhority to cont nue its elforts towa:cds
Increasing the muwmber of Samoan teachers so that compulsory primery educatlon as

well as mure ex*oensi“re education in middle schools may become Ieasible as soon &s
Possible,

Until thers are sufficient trained teache*'s and Administra.tion schools to
Irovide facilities for the rapldly increasing populetion, it 1s considered
inmpracticable to introduce a cystem of compulsory education. The Director of
Zducatlon jn Western Samoa has given the closest attention to the need for
increasing the‘ oppomnmm..t,..es for Semcans to do tho comylote primary sciool cour-s‘ek
if they wished. Two steps have boen taken., The pupils from standerds five and
¢ix in the Samcan School &b Malifa end the Evropean School at I.eifiifik haire been
placed in the new intermediate school in Apia w‘aere both Samcans and Europeans )
are to be glven a more speoialivea opportunity of studying the curriculum of
standerds five and siz. Instruction will be in Englishe. This problem; in
relatlon to village schoole, kas alweyc been teken into account in the plans of
the Director. of Zducation, Whereas, scme yeers 'oefore , village scﬁools achleved .
only the equivelent of standexrd two in New Zealand schools, the level has recently
risen to that of sjandard four. It was recognized that even thet was not ‘
sufficient, and two Samcen teachers have been given & special course in the
contral institvbions in Apla and placed in charge of two 'district schools, one in
Upolu and the other in Savaii, where students who ere qualifzed. are seit to- '
roceed through standards five and six.

Vs §_gcia1 Advancemsnt

(&) Cultural development

The Council consilers that the Adminis‘oering Authority should further
encourage the development of the national culture end the true national ert of the
indigencus population,

The Semcan Administration is concerned with the preservation of the national
culture of the Territory, and is giving it every encouragement.






