
3. Mr. NUSEIBEH (Jordan): The question of the
Middle East has been a subject of debate by the
General Assembly year in and year out for 15 years,
in the aftermath of Israel's sneaking and treacherous
attack against Egypt, Jordan and Syria' at dawn on
5 June 1967. Since that day of perfidy and in spite of
numerous Security Council and General Assembly
resolutions, Israel has not only remained in occupation
of vast Arab and Palestinian territories but has also
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engaged in a systematic programme of colonization
and annexation of those territor:es, in violation of all
rules of international law, the Charter of the United
Nations, international conventions and mandatory
United Nations resolutions. This has transformed the
entire region of the Middle East into a powder-keg,
thus posing a continuing grave threat to international
peace and security. .
4. Some Members have on occasions asked a very
valid question that deserves a credible answer. It is
this: since the question of Palestine is the essence
and core of the Middle East conflict, why have two
seemingly overlapping debates on the same issue-one
on the question of Palestine, which we considered
only last week, and the other under the item entitled
"The situation in the Middle East"? The answer is
that an unresolved question of Palestine, the passage
of time and tragic inactiml have merely compounded
and caused great proliferation of the fundamental
issue posed by the 1967 Israeli aggression, thereby
rendering the problem of the attainment of a just,
lasting and comprehensive peace in the Middle East
even more intractable. That is why it is important to
discuss the situation in the Middle East in it~ full
dimensions.
5. What we are confronting today has, without
doubt, all the elements that can only be described
as constituting a recipe for disaster. Bleak as the
overall international situation is, we must hope that,
with effort, mutual trust and good will, it could be
ameliorated, if not made normal. The strategic
Middle East has all the potential to ignite a large­
scale conflagration which it might be extremely hard to
contain within the region. That is not, nor is it in­
tended to be, a doomsday prognostication, for it is
based on cool, concrete and objective calculations of
which the United Nations must be made aware before
the situation becomes unmanageable.
6. In a speech at Columbia University .a few days
ago, a research worker of high academic standing
analysed the underlying causes that had led him to
predict that if a nuclear war were to break out-and
let us hope it will not happen-its beginning will be
linked with the fate of the Middle East, the cradle of
civilization, an area of consensus and tranquillity for
long ages which, sadly, has been transformed by the
manipulations ofa small cluster of fan~tical, retrogres­
sive and unscrupulous Zionists into an area of danger­
ous dissension, doomed to perpetual and unfathomable
conflict in an already perilous world.

7. Over most of the past 35 years, the real issue
discussed by the United Nations in varying formats
has been the denial of the usurped and inalienable
rights of the Palestinian people as the cause of literally
every event, development, turmoil and war-and there
have already been,five majorwars which have afflicted
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The situation in the Middle East: reports of the
Secretary-General

* Resumed from the 68th meeting.

2. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French):
As members will recall, the Assembly decided, on
29 November [83rd meeting], that consideration of
agenda item 140, entitled "Observance of the quincen­
tenary of the discovery of America", would be
postponed until today to allow for consultations on
the draft resolution [A/37/L.36]. However, the spon­
sors of the draft resolution have requested that con­
sideration of the item be further postponed to allow
for additional consultations.

Organization of work

President: Mr. Imre HOLLAI (Hungary).

Policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa
(continued):*

(a) Report of the Special Committee against Apartheid;
(b) Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Drafting

of an International Convention against Apartheid
in Sports;

(c) Reports of the Secretary-General

1. The PRESIDENT (intelpretation from French):
I should like to draw the Assembly's attention to draft
resolution A/37/L.46, circulated this morning, which
concerns a further appeal for clemency in favour of
South African freedom fighters. In view of the urgency
of tnis question, the President proposes, taking into
account the request submitted by the Group of African
States, that the Assembly proceed to take a decision
on this draft resolution as the first item tomorrow
morning.

In the absence of the President, ,Wr. Traore (Mali),
Vice-President, took the Ch~lir.

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY
THIRTY-SEVENTH SESSION

Official Records

United Nations



T'---......---B-:iliiiilX.'__~ •. .~. ... _

1522 General Assembly-Tblf1yc~'¥enth SesslolJl-Plenary Meetings

16
dh
co
tio
Ea

Thi
ute
ane
to!
ane
the
apI
wit

It.
I a
teh
in ~

aftt
in I

as
hac
MCl
bei
era
5,0
the
SIO
the

12.
cOl
am
as~

pel

13.
fev
ha~

ent
in
Zic
the
res
mCl
fev
IS
un]
Le
the

14.
pal
Le
dei
prt

15,
IS ;
wi!
im
Le
tht

- me
ml
If
wc
as
rie
GG

the peoples of the Middle East during that period, not real meaning efsuch deceptive cliches as '"over 300"-
to speak of peripheral conflicts. Yet, while the under- were mutil&£~d and massacred with axes, knives and
lying cardinal cau~e remains, and will always remain, other prim~tive lethal tools. The worst aspect of that
the unresolved question of Palestine, the crisis of the was that, according to two European correspondents
Middle East has been gathering a momentum of its who were eye-witnesses, the free~~wing trails and
own, and there is no sign that its end is in sight. The pools of blood showed that tort~(e and mutilation
main features of this deteriorating situation--and I am had .preceded death. In the narrow streets of one small
going to talk merely about the visible highlights-are: area of the Sabra refugee camp, the two correspondents
first, the emergence in the latter part of the twentieth saw and photographed hundreds of mutilated bodies.
century of Zionist imperialism, recolonization and The exception was one family, two parents and three
the thrust for hegemony, thus catastrophically re·· small girls, who had been '"mercifully" machine-
versing over three decades of the progress of the gunned in their bedrooms.
United Nations and mankind in decolonization, human 10. When Ralph Shoenman and Mya Shone were
rights, freedom, the rule of law, the struggle against asked to elaborate on evidence that the massacre of
racism, and the inadmissibility of the acquisition of ~: Jusands of Palestinian and Lebanese children,
territory by force, enshrined in the Charter and re- women and elderly persons in Sabra and ShatHa-1
flected in Securi~y Council resolution 242 (1967). emphasize once again '"thousands" and I am sure

that the investigations will bear me out-was part of
8. It is a startHng coincidenc;e that Mr. Timerma.n, a co-ordinated military operation under the full com-
a weHuknown news reporter and author who became
an Israeli citizen three years a;3';;" ~n an appearance mand of Israeli armed forces, they replied:
Oil the CBS programme "60 Minutes" last night, used "First, it should be made clear that what took
language almost identical to my own in describing place in Sabra and Shatila [in Beirut] had already
current Israeli policies and pra<;tices. He said that been prepared fr"~r by the destruction of the camps
Israel had adopted "Israeli imperialism" and its aim in the south of Lt:oanon and the nature of the occupa-
was to subject the ~1iddleEast to its will. He expressed tion there."
revulsior.' at the actions of Israeli soldiers and police They added:
who, amongst other heinous deeds, were forcing in-
habitants of the West Bank at bayonet point to crawl "Bear in mind that the aerial bombardment

h' . h had reduced these camps to rubble and caused
on r.ll fours and bark like dogs. In is revulSion, e terrible destruction; resulting in tens of thousands
explained that such acts of cruelty reminded him of
his own similar experiences as a Jew, in another land. ofcasualties. Then, after the Israeli invasion of West
It is extremely reminiscent of the rise of nazism in Beirut, the intense shelling of the camps caused
its theoretical conceptual creed of racism, expansion further devastation. This shelling continued from
and hegemony, which subsequently erupted in one of Wednesday, 15 September [a day before the mas-
the most devastating wars of this century and the sacres started]. It was an 'important factor in pre-
total breakdown of the League of Nations and in'..er- venting people in West Beirut from knowing about
national law as arbiters of relations among nations. the massacre immediately, because people couldn't
That is not a vain or propagandist analogy, for while reach the camps. [They were in shelters because of
the motivating theoretical frameworks are identical in the Israeli shelling.]"
both movlements and the cataclysmic c:ulmination of Asked when the killings inside the camps started,
one came with the massive deiuge of the Second World they replied:
War--and ironically the lewish people were then the "It began on Wednesday night. It began, more-
major victims~thesecond, namely, the Israeli-Zionist over, after Israeli armed forces had sealed off the
thrust, is at the middle stage of its unfolding, stupend- camps, preventing the civilian population from
ous as the earHy stages have been. Instead of ter- escaping. It is crucial to realize that the Israeli
minating the I5-year Israeli occupation of Palestinian army had total military control of the area. The
and Arab territories, the world has been an eye- killer units which carried out the slaughter did so
witness to the f-ull-fledged fury of an Israeli invasion in full co-ordination with Israeli armed forces. They
during the summer of 1982 of yet a fourth independent could not enter the .camps or carry out a military
and sovereign Arab country, Lebanon. A few caUous operation without. the full cognizance of Israeli
phyers in the dt~adly "game of nations" have been command officers."
investigating the material and technological aspects and
costs of that genocidal invasion-asking how many The interviewer asked the two correspondents:
billions of dollars it cost, which weapons system is "But why assume that Israeli officers and soldiers
superior to whkh, and other unseemly questions. knew that the militia were slaughtering civilians in-

side the camps?"
9. To us, as Members of the United Nations, the
criterion of measurement remains-as it should be- The answer was:
the human cost: a mother whQ 19st all her nine "It is no assumption. By Thursday, despite the
children ancl her husband, and W9.S herself wounded; Israeli fire directed against escaping civilians, some
an elderly woman who saw (ill 40 of her immed:-ite 1,500 refugees managed to reach Gaza Hospital in
family members bulldozed into the abyss of a mass the north of Sabra ca~p. They were in panic and
grave; tens of thousand~i maimed for life; and cities, hysteria and filled the basement and corridors of the
towns, refugee she1ter~ and villages devastated to the hospital. They told the Norwegian, Finnish an~
point of obliteration. As if all that were not enough German doctors and nurses about the killing in the
Ct uelties inflicted by the massive application of inter- camps and that Israeli forces were firing on the '
nationally prohibited weapons, several thousands~·the camp, having sealed it off."
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This interview· and two other reports2 will be distrib­
uted as official documents of the General Assembly
and the Security Council. I have quoted excerpts just
to give a glimpse of what Israeli expansionism, racism
and hatred had caused in a mere three months, with
the dead, wounded and missing reaching a total of
approximately 100,000 in a tiny country like Lebanon,
with a small population.
11. Since I have raised the question of the missing,
I am sure that all of us were shocked' to see on
television last night a march by Palestinian women,
in agony, in the streets of Beirut asking the authorities,
after asking the Israeli occupation authorities who are
in control of the environs of Beirut, to inform them
as to the fate of almost 5,000 Palestinian men who
had been rounded up in Beirut for interrogation.
Mothers, wives and children are entitled as human
beings to know the fate of their loved ones. The Gen­
eral Assembly is also entitled to know whether those
5,000 missing persons are dead or alive, and where
they are. The International Red Cross and the Commis­
sion on Human Rights are duty-bound to ascertain
their fate.
12. I wish to propose, and I hope it will be agreed by
consensus, that the President of the General Assembiy
and the President of the Security Council formally
ask for information about the fate of the 5,000 missing
persons.
13. In' the first place, what has been inflicted on a
few hundred thousand refugees and Lebanese civilians
has not been lost on the States and peoples of the
entire region. It will no doubt become incorporated
in the spiralling violence and brutality of the Israeli­
Zionists, who will have no compunction, if they have
the opportunity, about inflicting the same thing on the
rest of the region. Furthermore, it is already six
months since the 5 June invasion of Lebanon, yet
few people believe that the Israeli army of occupation
is in any hurry to withdraw, if it ever withdraws,
unless the Israelis can ensure their dominance over
Lebanon' s intemal as well as external policies-and
they have said so publicly.
14. My colleagues may have read in today's news­
papers about the refusal of Israel to withdraw from
Lebanon except on its own dictated terms and about its
determination to continue to maintain a military
presence in the south even if its diktat is obeyed.

15. Even if the imposition of a virtual protectorate
is achieved-and I am sure that the Lebanese peopie
will see to it that it is not-Israel will continue to
implement its long-prepared design against southern
Lebanon and the waters of the Litani River, which
they have coveted for many, many decades. This

" means the dismemberment of Lebanon and the under­
mining of its independence and territorial integrity.
If the Israelis had more people, I am sure that they
would not hesitate to colonize southern Lebanon,
as they have massively colonized the occupied territo­
ries of Jerusalem, the rest of the West Bank, the
Gaza Strip and the Golan Heights.

16. The second factor which forebodes inevitable
disaster for the Middle East and far beyond is the utter
collapse of the application of any norms of interna­
tional law in all questions pertaining to the Middle
East.

17. Suffice it here to read the report of the Sec­
retary-General [A/37/525]. The question of Palestine,
the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices
Affecting the Human Rights of the Population of the
Occupied Territories, military developments and
United Nations peace-keeping operations, the situa­
tion in the occupied territories, the Palestine refugee
problem and displaced persons, the search for a peace­
ful settlement brl~~d on United Nations resolutions­
all this tells a s~d :md sordid story of a State created
by the United Nations i~selfwhich refuses to heed any
and all re~dutions of the United Nations, which con­
ditionally brought it into existence in the first place.

18. It is a supreme irony that the Security Council,
the highest executive organ of the United Nations,
has not even been allowed to send its own three­
member Commission to inquire into the ongoing pro­
cess of colonization in the occupied territories. The
peace-keeping forces in southern Lebanon-an arm
ofthe Security Council-were trampled upon when the
Israeli invaders either overwhelmed their area or by­
passed it, even though those brave men are symbols
of and carry the full weight and prestige of the
United Nations and of the Security Council.

19. During the summer invasion of Lebanon, resolu­
tion after resolution of the Security Council-508
(1982), 509 (1982), 511 (1982) to 513 (1982) and 515
(1982) to 521 (1982)-was adopted, only to be ignored
with disdain. The question then arises: does Israel
recognize the United Nations system and, ifitdoes not,
why should the United Nations take its humiliation
lying down? This is a burning issue and the time has
come to address it seriously.

20. The third factor is that Israel, which has adamant­
ly rejected any resolution of either the' Middle East
question or the Palestine question, has fully embarked
upon a programme of nuclear as well as conventional
armaments and production. It has refused to adhere to
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weap­
ons [resolution 2373 (XXII), annex], while giving itself
licence to carry out a sneaking and unprecedented
attack in June 1981 against the Iraqi nuclear instal­
lation Osirak, 1,000 kilometres away, which is devoted
solely to scientific and peaceful purposes and is under
international control and inspection, as Iraq has signed
and ratified the Non-Proliferation Treaty. As a matter
of fact, those very instaliations had been inspected a
mere few weeks before the treacherous Israeli attack
was carried out against Osirak.

21. As if this were not enough, the Israeli authorities
have cf: ..nly and audaciously declared their determi­
nation to carry out similar aggression against any new
nuclear research facilities which may be established in
Iraq or beyond, or anywhere else in the region.

22. Israel is bent on maintaining a nuclear monopoly
and political blackmail. Such being the case, it is
extremely ominous to read a United Press Interna­
tional [UP/] news dispatch from Tel Aviv, published
in The New York Times of 6 December 1982, which
states:

••Edward Teller is in Israel to advise the Govern­
ment on building a nuclear reactor for [so-called]
peaceful purposes, a spokesman for the Ministry of
Science said today.
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UDr. Teller, a Hungarian-born American now
74 years old, worked on the Manhattan Project that
resulted in the development of the atomic bomb in
World War 11. He was a leading member of the
group that developed the hydrogen bomb in 1952.

H 'He is here mainly to advise us on the utilization
of nuclear energy,' the [Israeli] spokesman said.

"Asked to comment on a statement last month by
Science Minister Yuval Neeman that Israel had the
technology to build a nuclear reactor, the spokesman
said, 'This is one of the reasons he is here' .

UMr. Neeman, who noted that Israel had un­
successfully tried to buy a reactor from the United
States and France, has said Mr. Teller would present
the Government with a plan to build a reactor. ...
Israel already has a reactor at Dimona in the Negev.••

23. Mr. Teller presumably has classified information
at his disposal because he has full access to American
nuclear technology and advances in their technology.
Is it not the height of dangerous permis!::lveness to
permit such a transfer of lethal technology to a coun­
try which has persistently refused any inspection of its
nuclear fa:cilities anrl is not a signatory to the Non~

Proliferation Treaty? The answer is all too obvious
and needs no explanation or elaboration.

24. The fourth factor is Israel'~ decision in 1981 to
construct a canal linking the Mediterranean and the
Dead Sea, unilaterally and in defiance of all norms of
international law; that decision is a blatant act of
aggression against the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
and against the inalienable rights of the Palestinian
people. A whole people can be as effectively decimated
by rendering its lands barren and its water saline for
many generations as by atomic devastation. The
General Assembly has all but unanimously condemned
this destructive, multilateral project, the exceptions
being Israel and the United States. We are grateful to
all the Member States which have scrupulonsly
respected the norms of international law and justice
and the affirmation of life, without regard for extrane­
ous, malign influences.

25. It will be seen that Israeli Zionist exclusive­
ness, the quest for expansion and hegemony, nu­
c1earization and colonization will undoubtedJy keep the
Middle East in a situation of perpetual turmoil with
unforeseeable consequences.

26. The arrogance and corruption of power have
reached the point where Israeli Foreign Minister
Shamir stated yesterday that the Reagan Administra­
tion's attempt to block an increase in American aid to
Israel of $159 million could threaten Middle East
peace, even though the level of aid is over $3 billion.
Is he trying to blackmail even a super-Power and a
benefactor? It is a tragedy of the first degree that thf;
area of the Middle East, which has every£Aitentiul
for pursuing peaceful ·dc~velopment and progress,
should find itself, against its will, an arena of world
power conflict.

27. The situation in the Middle East, which initially
was deb.4led within the context of ending the con­
sequences of IsraeJ's aggression of 1%7, has taken a
sharp tUrn for the worse. The stag~ has been set for a
collision course, part of whose consequences have

begun to unravel in 1982. Who knows what the years
1983 and beyond have in store? .
28. I feel outy-bound to alert the Gen'eral Assembly
to the fact that, while the Arab world and the Palestin­
ian people have expressed a genuine desire for peace,
Israel has categorically rejected any viable and just
peaceful solution. The United Nations colfectively
should see to it that the forces of peace prevail over
the forces ofevil, unbrid~ed aggression and expansion.

29. Mr. MOUSSA (Egypt): The General Assembly
has just concluded its debate on the question of Pal­
estine. Now we are embarking on a debate on another
closely related question-the situation in the Middle
East. We have rightly been preoccupied over the past
several months with this twin problem. We recall the
long summer nights in the Security Council during
which strenuous efforts were made to arrest the rapid
deterioration of the situation in the Middle East and to
try to pursue charted and uncharted avenues towards
a just settlement and a durable peace.

30. Thte connecting thread running through our
debates was that it was high time that ve undertook,
on the most urgent basis, a major effort to deal with this
festering situation. The view has been aired that per­
haps the invasion of Leb~non, macabre as it is, has
created the conditions for such an effort. The authors
of this view argue that because of, and not in spite of,
the enormity of this invasion, a favourable opportunity
arises for a general settlement. I wish to emphasize
once again that Egypt does not subscribe to this '.:iew.
Out of invasion and aggression, foreign occupation
and creeping annexation, no brave new world can be
awaiting us. ~Vhat prompted us all to act was not the
new vistas of peace arising from brutal and naked ag­
gression; it was rather the Middle East being broken
asunder and falling into anarchy, as well as the
deterioration of the prospects for peace and security f

that prompted us to embark on fresh and urgent
efforts towards peace. This distinction will help keep
matters in proper perspective.

31. I propose to tackle the agenda item entitled
"The sti~uation in the Middle East" in the following
dimensions.

32. First, there is the Israeli dimension. Recently,.
Israel has been carrying out a strategy to achieve
hegemony in the Middle East, relying on what could
be described 2'3 a long-arm policy. Encouraged by
massive military and financial aid, Israel has been able:
first, to reach the outskirts of Baghdad and destroy a
peaceful nuclear research facility designed to help
development efforts in Iraq; secondly, to invade
Lebanon and occupy its capital, Beirut, in the process
sowing havoc an over that country and iaying much
of Lebanon to waste, in addition to overseeing the
carnage in Shatila and Sabra-the Palestinian holo­
caust; thirdly, to entrench itself in most of Lebanon,
with avowed designs of continued occupation or de
facto annexation; fourthly, to declar~ the annexation of
the Syrian Golan Heights; fifthly, to declare the
annexation of the occupied Arab city of Jerusalem;
sixthly, to continue the illegal policy (Jf settling the
occupied terdtories; seventhly, to violate certain con­
tractual obligations; c:ghthly, to reject ali initiatives
fora peaceful settlement, including its oftband and
outright rejection of President Reagan's peace initia-
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tiveof 1 September 1982;3 ninthly, adamantly to deny·
the legitimate national rights of the Palestinian people
and to. attempt to impose or to propose the absurd idea
of the so-called alternative Palestinian homeland.

33. In view of this, it is not difficult to condude
that those policies and practices are the main obstacle .
to peace in the Middle East. Consequently, we. call
upon all Member States to stand firm behind the
principles of the Charter of the United Nations and
to take concerted action to prevent Israel from pursuing
such a subversive and irrational course. Time is of the
essence. We must act now, before the Middle East is
hurled even deeper into the chaos of wanton destruc­
tion and mindless violence.

34. Having said this, I hasten to emphasize that any
peaceful comprehensive settlement should duly take
into consideration the right of Israel to existence,
recognition and security, on the basis of equality
and reciprocity.

35. The second dimension is the Palestinian dimen­
sion. I begin by stating once again that the Palestin··
ian problem is the crux and the centre of the conflict
in the Middle East and that no viable peace will be
achieved without the restoration of the inalienable
national rights of the Palestinian people. In our view,
a viable solution must take the following points into
consideration.

36. First, the right of the Palestinian people to
self-determination is undeniable. In fact, General As­
sembly resolution 181 (11), of 29 November 1947,
provided for the right of the Arab people of Palestine
to establish their own State. Article 3 of section A in
part I of the P'an of Partition of Palestine, annex~~d to
resolution 181 (11), states that: "Independent Arab
and Jewish States ... shaH come into existence".

37. Secondly, resolution 181 (11) is hndivisib~e, in the
sense that the acceptance of the e;xistence of the
State of Israel should lead to the acceptance of the
right of the Palestinians to el\loy equal rights.

38. Thirdly, resolution iSl (11) should, however, be
read in conjunction with ail subsequent United Nations
resolutions pertaining to the question of Palestine and
the situation in the Middle East, and in particular
Security Council r~solution 242 (1967) in all its parts.

39. F;.mrthly, resolution 242 (l967~: ~ssential for the
Palestinian entity and for a compre~ ;nsive settlement
in the Middle East- fhe inadmissibility of the acquis~­

tion of territories t.~ war is an essential part of that
n.~solution. It clearly calls on Israel to withdraw from
tht~ occupied territories, including, of course, the Pal­
estinian territories occupied since 1967, a matte: which

, would provide the basis for the Palestinian entity or
State to be established.

40. Fifthly, the declaration by Chairman Yasser
Arafat, Chairman of the Palelitine Liberation Organiza­
tion [PLO], that he accepts all United Nations resolu­
tions pertaining to the Paiestine problem is therefore
welcomed and should be properly assessed and duly
understood.

41. Sixthly, we believe ~hat the logical overture
towards a peaceful settlement is the mutual recogni­
tion of the legitimate rights of both parties by the
Palestinians and Israelis, as provided for in the Franco-

Egyptian initiative,4 which was submitted to the Secu­
rity Council on 28 July 1982 and still stands.

42. Seventhly, no interference should be permitted
with the right of the parties to choose their own rep­
resentatives. We cannot deny the authenticity of the
PLO as the legitimate representative of the Palestinian
people.

43. Eighthly, the phase we are going through is
crucial and delicate to an unprecedented extent.
Therefore, the Palestinians are urged to assess the
situation very carefully and congently. We welcome
their positive attitude towards the proposals or initia­
tives of peace. We urge our Palestinian brothers to
consider all initiatives that are on the table now which
should all be regarded as complementary. Such initia­
tives, if accepted, would prevent the possible erosion
of the Palestinian question. A case in point is the
Reagan initiative of I September 1982, which con­
tained a wide spectrum of objective and practicfll
el~ments, the realization ofwhich would be indeed very
instrumental in preserving the Palestinian rights in the
West Bank and Gaza.
44. Ninthly, Wt~ would call upon the Palestinians to
consolidate their posilion by joining other viable Arab
panners in order to embark on a much-needed imme­
diate process of peace, and here we wish to express
our satisfaction with the progress made in the talks
between the PLO and Jordan...
45. Tenthly, again because time is of the utmost
importance, we call upon the PLO to weigh things
from the standpoint of their national goals and aspira­
tions and take well-calculated, well-considered an'"
courageous practical steps. We call insistently or,. all
Palestinians to close ranks. By the same token,
we must emphatically urge a polJcy of "h~nds off the
Palestinian people". Let them dedde their OWfi' priori­
ties without the heavy hand of parochial polici~s and
narrow interests from within th~ rtlgion and beyond.

46. The third dimension is the Lebanese dimension.
We believe that the situation in Lebanon as a result
of the ISiaeli invasion and occupation is very serious
ana requires close attention anC ~onsistent efforts to
ensure a total and immediate Israeli withdrawal and to
counter Israeli efforts to p:'ocra9tim~teand designs to
prolong their occupal!cm. in this respeCt, Egypt calls
for the following measures.

47. First, the total withdrawal of ail Israeli forces
and personn£l from Lebanon in accordance with a well­
defined timetable.

48. Secondly, the termination of all forms of foreign
intervention in its internal affairs and the withdrawal
of all foreign forces.

49. Thirdly, respect for the legitimate authority in
Lebanon and for the rights ofall tbe Lebanese people.

50. Fourthly, support for efforts for the reconstruc­
tion of Lebanon.

51. Fifthly, the preservation of mutual security
through international peace-keeping forces, with
emphasis on the role of the United Nations since
security cannot be the security of Israel alone.

52. Sixthly, the rejection of all attempts to impose
certain conditions on Lebanon, especially in the
present circumstances.
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53. There is no viable argument that could be ac­
cepted from Israel as to its claims to security a~d the
need for its forces of occupation to stay in Lebanon.
A process of withdrawal has to be initiated. The pas­
sage of time will only exacerbate tension, and the
failure of the current efforts-under whatever
pretext-will only contribute to the erosion of the
credibility of such efforts.
54. The fourth dimension is the American dimension.
The United States has indeed a unique role in the
Middle East that has never been so widely acknowl­
edged. That acknowledgement cannot be an end in
itself; it should be an added incentive for positive and
prompt constructive action to redress the existing
serious situation. We believe that President Reagan
took a statesm.anlike initiative on 1 September of this
year, which is designed to break the vicious circle of
stagnation and rejection and launch a viable process of
negotiations. The Government of Egypt has welcomed
the positive aspects reflected in that initiative and
wnshes to express its satisfaction at the declared inten­
tinn of the United States Government to stand by its
l,nitiative. At the same time, we wish to state the
following.
55. First, the credibility of the Am.erican initiative
iies in its early implementation and not in its mere
f.:xistence.
56. Secondly, tim:{~ is fmming out. W~thout a
susiaint';d, resolved and determined effort to implement
it, the initiative would certainly lose momentum.
57. Thirdly, the continuation of the Israeli occupa­
tion of Lebanon and any dehw in the long-awaited
action to effec:t the Israeli withcarawal would hamstring
the prospects of solving the Lebanese crisis and
serious~y affect the prospects of the overall peace
efforts.
58. Fourthly, the continuation of the Israeli policy
of settling the occupied territories is a major obstacle,
not only to the peac~ process but to the possibilities
of peace altogether. In this, the United States bears
a special responsibility. Indeed, had it 'not been for the
abuse by Israel ofthe massive financial support coming
from the United States under different forms of ar­
rangements, Israel would not have been in a position to
embark on such a massive build-up of settlements
and on its policy of settler-colonialism in the occupied
Arab territories.

59. Fifthly, we believe that a constructive dialogue
between the United States and the PLO should start
as soon as possible. It is only natural that, if the Reagan
initiative is to be successfully implemented, the Ad­
ministration should not fail to contact all parties con­
cerned without exception. A dialogue with the rep­
resentatives of the Palestinian people should not
exclude the possible participation in the process of
peace of other parties directly concerned.

60. Sixthly ~ in trying to reach a final settlement of
the Palestinian problem, principles offairness, equality
and justice should always be borne in mind.

61. The fifth dimension is the European dimenskm.
It is the considered opinion of Egypt that security in
Europe and the Mediterranean area is closely linked
with security in the Middle Eas~, which cannot be
achieved without a just solutior. to the Palestinian

problem. From this standpoint, we believe that Europe
h~s an important role to play a'i to both the Lebanese
question and a comprehensive settlement in the Middle
East. As a consequence~ Egypt and France jointly
proposed their initiative of 28 July 1982; in which
they stated that the settlement of the Lebant~se prob­
lem should contribute to the initiation of ra durable
restoration of peace and security in the region within
the framework of negotiatio,ns based on the prin­
ciples of security fOi all St~'.tes and justice for an
peoples, in order: first, to reaffirm the right of all
States ill the region' to existence and security, in
accordance with Security Council resolution 242
(1967); secondly, to reaffirm the legitimate national
rights of the Palestinian people, including the right to
self-determination with all its ;mpHcations, on the
understanding that, to this end, the Palestinian people
shaH be represented in the negotiations and, con­
sequently, the PLO shall be associated therein; and,
thirdlY, to call for the mutual and simultaneous recog­
nition of the parties concerned. This initiative has in­
deed taken into consideration the realities of the situa­
tion, as well as the legitimate rights of all the parties
concerned.
62. The sixth dimension is the Arab dimension.
All the Arab countries share a special responsibility
towards their Palestinian brethren. At the Twelfth
Arab Summit Conference, held at Fez, the Arab States
proved that they could go beyond differences and
adopt a pragmatic common position. As, part and
parcel of -the Arab world, Egypt welcomes the Arab
approar.h of reaching out for a fair and forward­
looking solution to the problem in the Middle East.
We should all work to accelerate action and achieve
progress in the peace efforts. We should all strive to
give an added impetus to the increased readiness of
the Palestinians to respond favourably to the process of
peace. By the same standards, we Arabs should
work to defend the territorial integrity of the Arab
nations. We should not tolerate any invasion of any
inch of Arab territory, be it in Palestine, Lebanon,
Syria, Jordan, Iraq or any other part of our national
homeland. This work should be done by means com­
patible with the purposes and principles of the Charter
of the United Nations. The Arab countries should
benefit from the massive support given by the inter­
national community by closing ranks, reading the in­
ternational situation and international circumstances
cogently and correctly and working in the realm of
the possible while maintaining their legitimate goals
intact.
63. H~re I wish to add that Egypt is acutely aware
of the grave consequences of the war beltween Iran
and Iraq, not only for- the two warring parties but for
the entire Gulf region. Egypt appeals to o'Ur brethren
in Iran to spare the Muslim world and the region
further bloodshed anq to re§pond favourably to Iraq's
decision to put an end to the war. Having said that,
let me state that" we are fully willing to help in any
way to put an end to this costly war, but we are
equally committed to standing behind Iraq, and any
Arab country for that matter, while it faces the in­
fringement of its territory or interference in its internal
affairs. In addition, Egypt has a vital stake in the
security of the Gulfas an integral part of the Arab secu­
rity to which Egypt subscribes a;'1d which it is
committed to defend:

":~,
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64. Despite the appalling and heart-breaking scenes
of ruin and ashes in the occupied Palestinian and other
Arab territories and now in Lebanon, the international
community cannot fail to detect, at the end of a long,
dark tunnel, glimpses of hope, engendered by a growing
awareness ofa common destiny, a common future, that
should ensure the redemption of all peoples and States
in the Middle East. It would indeed be a historic
moment if all parties responded positively to the chal­
lenges of peace.

/55. Mr. PRADHAN (Bhutan): As the General Assem­
bly once again takes up the agenda item on the situa­
tion in the Middle East, it presents us with yet
another opportunity to view this important region more
closely. It also permits the international community
to continue to seek solutions to the problems of the
region. The Middle East, where the crossroads of Asia,
Africa and Europe meet, is a region whose develop­
ments affect almost the entire globe. Many of the
age-old religious, cultural and other influences of
today's world emanated from the Middle East. Today,
the region's importance has been enhanced because of
the vital resources that it possesses and the impact this
has had, and continues to have, on the global econ­
omy and on international economic relations. In
the foreseeable future, the Middle East will un­
doubtedly continue to have a major and significant
impact on international developments.

66: The Middle East is crucial to international peace
and security. However, today we confront a host of
crisis situations in the area and acts that continue to
destabilize the region as a whole. Just recently, the
Assembly has considered three major issues pertaining
to the Middle East. The bombing of the Iraqi nuclear
reactor by Israel gave rise to many questions for
international peace and security. My delegation has al­
ways been convinced of the peaceful character of the
Iraqi nuclear installation. This has been confirmed by
the IAEA and the inspections ~h~t were carried out
specifically to ensure that nuclear energy was being
harnessed for peaceful purposes only. Many other
renowned international authorities have also supported
this fact. it was in view of this that my delegation con­
demned the unprovoked act of destruction launched
by Israel in 1981 on Iraq's nuclear installation. .

67. The hostilities between Iran and Iraq have un­
fortunately aggravated the already critical situation in
the Middle East. My delegation has always joined
in the appeal to both these non-aligned nations to put
an immediate end to their war of attrition. It is most
unfortunate that the conflict rages on. My delegation
once again calls upon both countries to terminate
hostilities forthwith.

68. The international community has recognized the
fact that the question of Palestine is the crux of the
problem in the Middle East. I do not wish to deal
with this issue at any length as we have only recently
examined the question in great detail. However, my
delegation would like to reiterate our c~il for the
establishment of a sovereign independent State of Pal­
estine. As we mentioned in our statements delivered
here on 13 October [29th meeting] and 30 November
[85th meeting], we feel that the situation is now con­
ducive to the settlement of the problem of Palestine.
We hope that the PLO will be recognized as a legal
and an equal party in atl negotiations on Palestine.

J:\t the same time, we believe that all the States of
the region have the right to live peacefully within
internationally recognized boundaries. My delegation
hopes that the question of Palestine will be urgently
resolved within such a context.
69. While on the topic of Palestine, one cannot help
but recall once more the recent senseless maSsacre
of Palestinian refugees in Beirut. Those responsible for
this ghastly and inhuman act must be brought to jus­
tice once the various investigations are completed.

70. We are happy to note that the bloodshed in
Lebanon has been halted, at :~ast for the moment.
However, in order to ensure the long-term stability
which is so essential for repairing the damage to that
war-torn country, all occupying foreign troops must be
withdrawn. From what we have learnt from the media,
it has so far not been possible to arrive at acceptable
arrangements for such withdrawals, particularly in
respect of the occupying Israeli troops. The earlier
Israeli invasion of Lebanon brought about the loss of
many civilian lives and wrought havoc in every facet
of life in the country. My delegation now hopes that
the normalization process in Lebanon will go smoothly
and that LebRnon will be left to deal with its own
domestic and other problems.

71. The continued instability in the Middle East
has also resulted in the enormous divell'sion of valuable
economic resources for warfare and def~nce needs.
At a time when the international economy is faced
with the battle to eradicate such human miseries as
hunger and poverty, the international community
must hasten to bring stability to that vital region. If
this is done, much of the resources of the area can
be utilized to improve the socio-economic well-being
of the peoples of the region and other parts of the
globe. .

72. In conclusion, I wish to sum up by saying that
peace and stability can come about in the Middle East
only if we ensure the self-determination of the Pal­
estinians, the creation of an independent State of Pal­
estine, the halting IDf the Iran-Iraq war and the recog­
nition of the right of each State to live in peace within
internationally recognized boundaries.

73. Mr. NISIBORI (Japan): This past year has wit­
nessed an alarming heightening of tensions in the Mid­
dle East. While Japan duly appreciates Israel returning
the Sinai Peninsula to Egypt in accordance with
the Camp David agreement, it strongly denounces
other Israeli action§, such as its effective annexation of
the Golan Heights; its continuing policies in the oc­
cupied West Bank and Gaza, which prevent the Pal­
estinian people from exercising their right of self-deter­
mination; and its invasion of Lebanon. Japan demands
that Israel rescind, in accordance with the relevant
United Nations resolutions, the measures it has taken
in the occupied Arab territories of the Golan Heights,
the West Bank and Gaza. Japan also demands that
Israel, by implementing the relevant Security Council
resolutions-in particular resolutions 508 (1982) and
509 (1982)-withdraw its forces from Lebanon imme­
diately.

74. The massacre of a great number of innocent
Palestinian refugees in West Beirut in September was
an outrageous act of violence. The Government of
Japan takes this opportunity once again to express its
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deep condolences to the families of the victims. In
order to prevent the recurrence of such acts, Japan
strongly urges the parties concerned to ensure the life
and· security of the' civilian population in the area,
including the Palestinian inhabitants, in accordance
with the relevant Security' Council and other United
Nations resolutions.
75. At the same time, Japan regards the inaugura­
tion of President Amin Gemayel as an important con~
tribution to the stability of Lebanon. Japan was deeply
impressed by President Gemayel's statement at the
current session of the General Assembly on 18 Octo­
ber [35th meeting], and we support his determination
to settle the problems of Lebanon and to reconstruct
his country. Japan earnestly hopes that the people of
Lebanon will be united in their support of the ne'w
President so that Lebanon's internal order can be
restored on the basis ofnational reconciliation, and that
they will embark on the reconstruction of their coun­
try without delay.
76. The recent developments in Lebanon have
strengthened Japan's conviction that it is essential to
brinl~ about an early settlement of the Middle East
peac,,: problem, the core of which is, of course, the
Palestinian question. The basic position of the Govern­
ment of Japan on the Middle East problem, including
the Palestinian question, has been presented on
numerous occasions. Nevertheless, I should like to
take this opportunity to restate it as follows.,
77. First, peace in the Middle East should be just,
lasting and comprehensive.
78. Seconclly, such a peace should be achieved
through the early and complete implementation of
Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338
(1973) and through the recognition of and respect for
the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people, including
the right of self-determination, under the Charter of
the United Nations.
79. Thirdly, each and every· path towards the realiza­
tion of such a peace must be· explored, with careful
consideration being given to the legitimate security
requirements of the countries in the region and to the
BBpirations of all the peoples in the region, including
the Palestinian people.

80. Fourthly, Japan considers that the PLO rep­
resents the Palestinian people. Thus, in· order to ad­
vance the cause of peace in the Middle East, Japan
believes, it is essential that Israel and the PLO par­
ticipate in the peace process.

81. The Government ofJapan expresses its apprecia­
tion of the initiative taken by the United States last
September3 in presenting its peace proposal, which
addresses the Middle East problem directly. Shortly
after the United States proposal, the Twelfth Arab
Summit Conference, held at Fez, adopted its own
peace proposal [see A/37/696]. Japan highly values the
fact that Arab countries are united in demonstrating
their will for peace. It is our earnest hope that all
the parties concerned will bear these proposals in mind
and resume efforts immediately to bring about a peace­
ful settlement of the Middle East problem.

82. The current suffering in Leb@non brought about
by the Israeli invasion is a tragic reminder of the
instability of the situation throughout the Middle

East. It demonstrates the necessity of finding as soon
as possible a solution to the question of Palestine
and to the Middle East problem, and also demonstrates
clearly that these problems cannot be settled by using
military force ..

83. From this standpoint, Japan would like to stress
once again its long-standing position that all the parties,
including Israel and the PLO, must renounce the use of
force and resolve their problems through peaceful .
negotiations on the speedy achievement of a just,
lasting and comprehensive peace in the Middle East.'
84. Mr. ABADA (Algeria) (interpretation from
French): This year, the United Nations has indeed
devoted many meetings to the numerous grave prob­
lems relating to the situation in the Middle East. None
the less? the General Assembly's agenda requires us,
as in previous years, to analyse in particular the
extremely complex problem of the Middle East, to
which so many statements and resolutions have been
devoted without our seeing any genuine hope offinding
a solution that can restore peace to that singularly tor­
mented part of the world.
85. It was six months ago that the Zionist hordes
invaded Lebanon, after threatening to do so for a year,
using fallacious and inadmissible pretexts. That out­
right violation of the territorial integrity and sover­
eignty of an independent State, a Member of the
United Nations, accompanied by an actual occupation
of its territory and offences against its population~an

operation cynically called a "peace campaign" by the
Zionist leaders-in fact stems from the same blind
obstinacy of those leaders and their insatiable appetite
for further territorial conquest, in the absurd hope of
achieving their Greater Israel, which would extend.
from the NHe to the Euphrates.
86. This act, which is unacceptable from the stand­
point of morality and international law, bears the
double seal of Zionist territorial expansionism and the
clearly expressed desire to proceed with the elimina­
tion of the Palestinian people by pursuing it even into
the Beirut camps where it was obliged to take refuge.
87. In spite of broad international condemnation,
the Zionist leaders continued their incursion into
Lebanon and imposed an implacable siege on its capital
which neither the demands of the community of
nations nor the resolutions of the Security Council
managed to have lifted.

88. Painstaking attempls to prevent the Israeli forces
from entering Beirut, the departure of the valiant
Palestinian fighters to avoid additional suffering for the
already severely tried population, far from dissuading
the Zionist troops from penetrating into the Lebanese
capital, only delivered Beirut to the offensive of the
Israeli forces, after the hasty departure of the inter­
national forces.

89. The massacres committed under the direct
responsibility of the Israeli troops against civilians,
basically children, women and old people, the untold
horror of which the world media helped us to grasp,
constitute new crimes to be added to the already la~ig

list of crimes by the Tel Aviv leaders which have
remained unpunished.

90. The tragic events that have taken place in Leb­
anon constitute, in fact, one of the last stages of a

\
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political scenario designed by imperialism and
zionism which we have ceaselessly denounced in this
very Hall and which, following the neutralization of a
front-line Arab country, was meant to widen the field of
application of the Camp David agreements and elimi­
nate the Palestinian resistance once and for all with a
view to imposing on the entire region an Israeli­
American peace.
91. To believe in the physical liquidation of the
Palestinian resistance and that it might be possible to
silence a people which for 35 years has refused to die
and has proclaimed to the entire world, without
weakening, the injustice that has been done to it,is to
disregard the unshakable law of history that a people
which defendi.; its right to live is invincible.
92..While continuing their policy of conque,st, ag­
gression and expansionism, the Zionist leaders have
continued to implement their criminal attempt fun­
damentally to modify the legal status of the Arab
territories occupied since 1967. The effective annexa­
tion of the Syrian Golan Heights-following the adop­
tion by the Knesset of the December 1981 so-called
law on the annexation of the Golan Heights-which
took place after the annexation of the Holy City of
AI-Quds, constitutes an act of juridical piracy which
the Security Council and the General Assembly have
unanimously rejected and strongly condemned. That
act, which international law governing warfare
prohibits, since it denies the Power occupying a
foreign territory any sovereignty over that territory,
must once more be denounced strongly by the inter­
national community because it constitutes a grave
precedent and a defiance of the United Nations.
93. Similarly, measures taken by the occupying
forc~s to extend their legislation to the inhabitants
of the Syrian Golan Heights by requiring that they
carry Israeli identification cards should be firmly con­
demned and considered null and void.
94. The fierce resistance of the people of the Golan
Heights to these attempts at assimilation and zioni­
zation clearly testifies to their staunch refusal to
renounce their Syrian identity and to yield to black­
mail and the policy offait accompli.
95. The repeated acts of aggression by the Zionist
forces against the neighbouring Arab countries, the
destruction of the Tamuz nuclear power plant, the
invasion and dismemberment of Lebanon, the zioniza­
tion of the occupied Arab territories and the annexa­
tion of the Holy City of Jerusalem and the Golan
Heights all constitute epiphenomena and are part of a
deliberate policy to side-step the central element of
all these crises-the question of Palestine.
96. It is an established fact that the Zionist leaders
are widening the. sphere of action of their aggressive
behaviour precisely to divert the attention of the inter­
national community from the original crisis of the Mid­
dle East. The increasing scale of aggression against
the Arab peoples of the region attests to an insatiable
appetite for the faits accomplis that unfailingly
promote tension and fuel the remorseless militarism
of the Zionist leaders.
97. My delegation remains more than ever con­
vinced that until the Palestinian people, robbed of its
homeland and its property and reduced to the state
of a homeless people, can determine its destiny freely,

-
until it has a homeland in which it will be able to
create a sovereign, independent State, and until the
occupied territories are restored to the Arab countries
concerned, no solution will be found to the problem
of the Middle East and that part of the world will,
unfortunately, continue to be a stormy region with in­
calculable risks of widespread conflagration.
98. Mr. PASHKEVICH (Byelorussian Soviet Social­
ist Republic) (interpretation from Russian): For
decades, the United Nations has been devoting great
attention to the Middle East problem. In the United
Nations system, there is not a single specialized
agency or body that has not dealt with this burning
issue. It has inevitably been raised in discussions in
almost all the other international forums and" in
meetings between leaders of States. The diplomats
taking part in discussions and considerations of the
Middle East issue change from generation to genera­
tion, but the essence of the problem remains the same:
it is that Israel, with the comprehensive support of its
defender from across the seas, for more than a third
of a century now has cynically and flagrantly been
pursuing a criminal policy to subdue the Arab people
of Palestine, annex Arab lands and implement a policy
of terrorism against the inhabitants of the occupied
Arab territories and of sovereign Arab States.
99. Because of Israel's criminal actions in the Mid­
dle East the situation is becoming increasingly worse,
and the region is being systematically emptied by
the bloodshed and the wars carried out by Israel.
The history of the Middle East tragedy is being sup­
plemented by more and more pages recountung Israel's
evil deeds. These include, inter alia, Israel's recent
aggression against Lebanon, its savagery against the
unarmed civilians in the Sabra and Shatila camps, the
rising scale of construction of Israeli settlements in
the occupied Arab lands, the threat to repeat the
marauding raids against the peaceful nuclear facilities
of the Arabs, and so on. There has been much detailed
talk about all these criminal activities of Israel at the
current session of the General Assembly and these
actions have been described in detail in international
documents.
100. As a result, the cause of a Middle East settle­
ment has become even more complicated and has
suffered a reverse. The tension which has accumulated
over the years in the region has now become so in­
tense that it is a direct threat to international peace
and security. All this cannot fail to arouse serious
concern among the international community, and this
concern is shown by the fact that, for example,
urgent appeals were made for a swift and just settle­
ment of the Middle East crisis in the statements made
by 133 delegations during the general debate at the
current session of the Assembly.
101. At this critical moment, when the situation in the
Middle East is threatening the very existence of the
Palestinian people and is fraught with the danger of a
most serious conflagration, the world community and
the United Nations must take very firm action to settle
the situation in the region.

102. The underlying premise of our approach to this
issue is that peace in the Middle East is indivisible
and must be based on a comprehensive, just and
lasting settlement of the whole Middle East question.
It must ensure the complete and unconditional with-



General Assembly-Thirty-seventh Session-Plenary Meetings
0.

1530
.

. drawal of Israel from all Palestinian and other Arab
territories occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem. It
must allow the Palestinian people, under the leader­
ship of the PLO, to exercise their inalienable rights,
including their right to self-determination, national
independence and the establishment oftheir own sover­
eign State in Palestine, as indeed was provided for
in the well-known General Assembly resolution 181
(11), adopted on 29 November 1947. We also proceed
from the premise, in resolution 36/226 A, that the
General Assembly

••Rejects all partial agreements and separate trea­
ties in so far as they violate the recognized rights
of the Palestinian people and contradict the prin­
ciples of just and comprehensive solutions to the
Middle East problem to ensure the establishment ofa
just peace in the area."

103. It is generally recognized that there will be no
true progress towards a settlement of the Middle East
problem until all the legal rights of the Arab peoples
of Palestine are recognized and exercised, including
the right to establish their own independent State.
There must be full respect for the status of the PLO,
confirmed by the United Nations as sole legitimate
representative'of the Palestinian people.
104. In other words, we must proceed from the
premise that the world community, and the United
Nations in particular, have long since diagnosed the
Middle East problem beyond any doubt and have
worked out realistic ways and means of achieving a
just political settlement of that problem in the interests
of all the States and peoples of that region. The
obstacles on that road are Israel's senseless stubborn­
ness and, ever more substantive, the Middle East

. policy of the United States. It is not mere chance
that Israel and the United States are named together
when various aspects of the Middle East problem are
discussed; it is not mere chance that they vote together,
the two of them alone, against the relevant resolutions;
and it is not mere chance that, in the Security Council,
the United States defends Israel from just sanctions
in connection with its failure to implement decisions
unanimously adopted by the Council. It is quite
evident-an~I it is not hidden in either Washington or
Tel Aviv-·that the United States regards Israel as its
most reliable and faithful ally in the Middle East. That
is why Washington is willing to satisfy the ever-
growing appetite of Tel Aviv, to the detriment of the
Arabs.
105. The mutual understanding between the United
States and Israel and their relations as allies hinges
on the strategy of reducing and subordinating the Arab
world and leaving it to the mercy of Israel.
106. Attempts have been stepped up to establish an
American military presence in the region and, in order
to carry out punitive expeditions, primarily in the area
of the Middle East and the Persian Gulf, the so-called
rapid deployment forces have been formed. Nobody
can be misled by the ploy of a squabble between
the United States and Israel which recently has been
used as a bait to try to make people believe that
there has been some so-called change in United States
policy in respect of Israel. The balance of forces in
the Middle East is such that no true defender of the
natienal interests of the Palestinian and other Arab
peoples can fail to oppose Washington's policy in the

Middle East, which continues to this day. Recent
proposals by the United States made public on the
eve of the Twelfth Arab Summit Conference, held at
Fez, obviously to influence its outcome, basically
contradict the position taken by the Arab countries
at that conference in that they do not contain the main
ideas-recognition of the right of the Palestinian peo­
ple to establish their own independent State and the
requirement that Israel relinquish all occupied Arab
lands and recognize the PLO as the sole legitimate
representative of the Arab people of Palestine. There­
fore, the position stated recently by the PLO in rela­
tion to the American plan is fully understandable.
107. The sad experience of decades filled with acts
of aggression and military conflicts has shown that the
paths of armed confrontation and of separate deals
have not led and will not lead to a settlement of the
Middle East problems. These problems can be justly
resolved only through the collective efforts of all in­
terested parties, including the PLO, as the sole legiti­
mate representative of the Palestinian people.
108. Bearing in mind this evaluation, the delegation
of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic would
like to emphasize once again the relevance of the
well-known proposals of the Soviet Union, put forward
on 15 September 1982 [A/37/457] for a settlement of
the Middle East problem. The content of those
proposals is fully in accordance with the principles of
a settlement of the situation in the Middle East con­
tained in United Nations resolutions on this issue.
Nor do the proposals diverge from the basic approach
to the settlement of this problem drawn up at Fez.
109. The particular feature of the Soviet approach
-which, as can be seen from the consideration of the
Middle East problem at the current sess'ion, is sup­
por'ted by many delegations from different countries­
is that, together with the carefully balanced parameters
of the political settlement of the Middle East problem
in the interests of all the States and peoples of the
region, it also provides for a mechanism for preparing
for such a settlement, namely, an international con­
ference on the Middle East problem, with the partici­
pation of all interested parties, including the PLO, as
the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian
people.
110. There are no self-serving calculations underlying
the Soviet proposals. Their only aim is to provide a
comprehensive settle(l1ent and to turn the Middle East
from a powder-keg into a. zone of a peaceful life for
States and peoples. They are designed not to split up
the Arabs but rather to unit~ them around a pro­
gramme intended to eliminate the consequences of
aggression, and at the same time are in the interest
of the independence, ,security and territorial integrity
of all parties to the conflict.
111. The struggle for a just Middle East settlement
has become an inseparable 'part of the efforts made
by the countries of the socialist community and by
other countries in support of the efforts of peoples
that are defending their independence, freedom and
right to determine their own future, to avert the threat
of a nuclear catastrophe, to preserve and develop
the process of detente and to strengthen international
peace and security. The Byelorussian SSR will con­
tinue in the future also consistently to follow this
course, which will undoubtedly lead to the implemen-
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tation of the inalienable right of the Palestinian people
to their land and to a free and independent existence,
and to the long-awaited peace and stability in the Mid­
dle East.
112. Mr. NOORANI (Pakistan): The situation in the
Middle East is once again before the General As­
sembly for its consideration. This year the debate on
this item is taking place in the aftermath of a terrible
tragedy for the' Palestinian and Lebanese peoples and
for Lebanon itself, whose sovereignty and. territorial
integrity were violated by the Israeli irrvasion, in total
disregard of the fundamental principles of the Charter
of the United Nations and the .accepted norm~) of
international behaviour.
113. The fact that such a tragedy could have taken
place despite the efforts which had been made over
the years within and outside the United Nations to
resolve the Middle East conflict, at the heart of which
lies the Palestine question, shows the gravity of the
challenge that Israel has hurled at the international
community by its policy of continued aggression.
114. To quote from the report of the Secretary­
General:

" ... instead of general peace, there have been in
the Middle East a succession of cease-fires.... in
the absence of a resolution of the underlying politi­
cal and security issues, the situation remained
unstable, and over the years the cease-fires were
marred by numerous incidents and five full-fledged
wars. With the development of increasingly sophis­
ticated weapons, each succeeding war has become
more destructive and each new round of fighting
has added to the complexity of the conflict and
made it more difficult to resolve. The recent tragic
events in Lebanon have forcefully highlighted the
urgent need to seek a peaceful settlement of the
Palestinian problem and other aspects of the Middle
East conflict." [A/37/525, para. 88.]

115. The nature of the Middle East conflict is such
that, unless the primary issue that lies at its core-that
is, the Palestine question-is resolved, not only
will the region itself be confronted with explosions
of increasing intensity but serious conflicts may erupt
even beyond the region.
116. Israel's invasion of Lebanon, the attendant
savagery and the massacre of hundreds of innocent
Palestinian men, women and children in the Sabra
and Shatila refugee camps have aroused the strongest
condemnation of the international community. Israel
may have had some temporary military gains, but its
outrageous actions in Lebanon have certainly exposed
it and the nature of its aggressive policies to the inter­
national community. On the other hand, the Arab and
Palestinian cause has gained greater recognition, and
the restraint exercised by the PLO in the face of the
Israeli onslaught has evoked wider international
acclaim.
117. The Israeli invasion of Lebanon is a sequel to
the Israeli policies ofoccupation and annexation of the
Arab and Palestinian territories, including the Holy
City of Jerusalem, and its repression of the Palestin­
ian people. The inability of the United Nations to
compel Israel to reverse these poHcies has further
encouraged it to intensify its violent and oppressive
policies against the Palestinian people by denying them,

with impunity, their human and fundamental rights and
resorting to expropriation of their lands and proper­
ties. Driven by its expansionist ambitions, Israel
is carrying out outright annexation of the Arab and
Palestinian territories and is also attempting to change
the demographic, historical and cultural features of
these ancient lands. It is terrorizing the Arab and
Palestinian inhabitants and their leadership in the oc­
cupied territories by subjecting them to arbitrary arrest,
expulsion, harassments and unbridled persecution.
118. Demonstrating a restraint and a commitment to
peace which have earned universal admiration, the
Arab leadership and the PLO offered a new oppor­
tunity for peace when they met at the 1\welfth Arab
Sum mit Conference at Fez last September. They have
come forward with a Final Declaration [A/37/696,
annex] containing a realistic peace plan based on jus­
tice and reasonableness. Their response to other peace
plans, in particular the proposals made by President
Reagan, also reflects a sense of responsibility and a
readiness to seize opportunities for peace in the Mid­
dle East. The Arab leaders have also actively pursued
their efforts for peace and have undertaken important
contacts and consultations as a follow-up of the Fez
peace plan. Their efforts in this regard are world­
wide and we had the honour of receiving la&t Saturday
the committee of Arab Foreign Ministers, which,
under the leadership of His Majesty King Hussein of
Jordan, is visiting various capitals.
119. On the other hand, the Israeli response to these
peace initiatives has been entirely negative. It has
rejected the Fez peace plan as well as the proposals
made by President Reagan. In the circumstances, it
is the responsibility of the international community,
in particular those Powers which have influence
with Israel, to ensure that it respects'the imperatives
of peace and justice and co-operates in interna­
tional efforts for a just and peaceful settlement of the
Middle East conflict.
120. In welcoming the various peace initiatives, we
cannot ignore the fact that no settlement can be viable
which does not provide for the fulfilment of the
inalienable national rights of the Palestinian people,
including their right to self-determination in Palestine,
and which does not recognize the 'PLO as the sole
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people.
121. It must also be clearly recognized that only after
Israel's withdrawal from all occupied Arab and Pal­
estinian territories, including the Holy City of Jeru­
salem, and following the exercise of the national rights
of the Palestinian people can serurity be ensured'for all
States in the region.
122. Pakistan ha£' consistently supported these
imperative requirements for peace in the Middle East
and continues to believe firmly in their validity. These
imperatives are also part of the decisions of the
United Nations. The stumbling-block on the path
towards peace is Israel's contemptuous disregard of
those decisions and its persistent intransigence in the
face of censure by the international community.
123. This situation calls for meaningful action by
the United Nations to secure Israel's compliance with
the collective demands of the membership. The Secu­
rity Council, with its primary responsibility for the
maintenance of international peace and security, must
take all the necessary enforcement actions under the
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Charter to ensure that United Nations decisions in
respect of the Middle East are carried out. A failure
in this regard could lead to incalculable consequences,
since the Middle East conflict continues to be the
gravest threat to international peace and security.

The meeting rose at 5.25 p.m.
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