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/| EXAMINATION OF PETITIONS CONCERNING THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE CAMEROONS UNDER
|t FRENCH ADMINISTRATION (T/C.2/L.197) (continued)

i At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr. Lefévre, Special Representative of the
%'Aﬁministering Authority for the Trust Territory of the Cameroons under French
dministration, took a place at the Committee table.

{ ii'l

i Petitions relating to certain incidents that occurred in the Cameroons under

}2French Administration in April-May 1955 and the action teken by the local
{authority with regerd to them (T/C.2/L.197) (continued)

f The CHAIRMAN invited observations on document T/C.2/L.197, with a view

|| to the preparation of suitable recommendatiens for thé Trusteeship Council.
Since no one was prepared to speak at that point, he said that if there were

!\no objections he would make certain observations, as representative of India.
Firstly, the Secretariat was to be ccmmended for the useful working paper
{T/c.2/L.197) it had prepared. The Committee should draw the Trusteeship Council's

) particular attention to that document and to the Administering Authority's _
observations (T/OBS.5/71), for the Council would no dsubt wish to consider those
two documents in connexion with its examination of the general situation in the
Territory. | _ |

Next he would like to congratulate the Special Representative, whose intimate
knowledge of the situation, background of experience and readiness to amswer all
questions as fully as possible had been most helpful. Mr. Leféﬁre's patience must
have been tried by the endless repetition of questions; on behalf of the Commrittee,
he apologized for that but pointed out that it was to some extent unavoidable,

owing to the difficulty of examining petitions'in the petitioners' absence.

‘ There had been no intention to cast aspersions on the Administering Authority.
i In May 1955 there had been some serious incidents in certain parts of the
{ Cameroons under French Administration which had_ledfthe French Government to
| dissolve three local political orgenizations, the UPC, the JOC (Jeunesse

\ démecratique camerounaise) and the UDEFEC (Union démecratique des femmes

camerounaises). Since the outbreak of the daisorders, the United Nations had been
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deluged with petitions from the dissolved orgnnizations end their folitical
opponents. - :

The petitions from the dissolved organizations contained complaints
concerning the repression of their organizations by the Administratlon, police
searches of UPC offices, prohibition of UPC gatherings and the breaking up of
UPC meetings by the police, judihial proceedings sgainst ‘UPC members on such
charges as slander and libel, exclusion of the UPC from the commissions appointed
to revise the electoral lists, reinstatement of tle indjrﬁnat system,
interference with UPC mail, inadequate official protection of the UPC
when attacked, mass arrests, expulsion of UPC members and their families
from the Territory, imprisonment beatings and police ercesses resulting
in 5,000 fatalities, the departure of 20,000 inhabltants from their homes
as refugees, and the destruction of thousands of huts. The UPC had further
accused the Administration of bringing in troops from outside the Trust
Territory and of bombing the Territory from the air.
| In their petitions, the political and other organizations which_vere in
opposition to the UPC: as also certain traditional chiefs and elders, had
asked for the punishuent of the UPC, which in their opinion bore sole
responsibility'for the incidents. They had further reépested that French
trusteeship should be continued until independence could be secured with
friendly relations with France, that farms, railweys, tridges and other
public utilities shoulﬁ be protgctea, that péace and normel conditicns
should be speedily restored, that more schools and colleges should be
established and that increased facilities should be provided for training
Africans for responsible positlons. -

He would like to say at the outset that the complaints and statements
both of the UPC and of its opponents had contained a great deal of

exaggeration.
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- The Administering Authority, in its turn, had attributed to the UPC and its

~affiliated organs the entire responsibility for the incidents. According tc-it,-
the UPC had been established in 1947 as a branch of the RDA (Ressemblement
démocratique africain) but had‘brckcnamayfrcm the parent body in 1950, because of
internal differences. Its main political objectives had been unification

of the two Cameroons and independence. It had anctioned like any- other polatical
organization until early in 1955, when it had begun to egitate for lmmediate
independence, According to the Special Representative, its membership hadfbeen
about 8,000, while the perty itself had claimed about 30,000 members. v D
influence had been confined to about 5 per cent of the total crca of the Territory,
in which about 8 per cent of the population lived. To be more specific, it had been
active at Douala and Yaoundé anﬁ_in the Mungo cnd.the Senega-Maritime Regions.  Its
membership had been seid to inciude a sprinkling of intellectuals, suberdinate
officials, fienbers of the liberal proféssions, persons from orivate business, |
sections of labour and other detribalized elements; from the ethnic point of view,
the Bassa tribe had provided a subsuantial number of its members. While the party
itself had not professed any pzrticuiar 1deology; it had carefully exploited, in the
-jtown, the prevailing discontent among labour, the civil service and commercial
mployment, while in the rural areas it had criticized the high rate of market dues
d other taxation, the low prices of coffee and cocca and the conduct of land cases.
here had been no UPC'representatiﬁes in the French HNational Assembly or the :
erritorial Ascembly, but there had been several UPC men in the.municipal-asccmblies.'
position to the party had come largely from the traditional elements, the northern
ftribes and certain political organizaﬁions such as the Front National, ESCCAM and
| According to the Administering Authority, the UPC had had a carefully worked
Iﬁout plan to seize power by force., It had had all tpe necessary paraphernalia, such
las a leadership training school, secret cells, publieations and bulletins for
rcpaganda purposes, radio sets, precision cameras, a special system of mail
elaying, shock troops and an“aBSQrtment of weapons from nail-studded clubs to
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\ shotguns. The campaign had been waged in two stages. From March to the middle of

April, the UPC had been engaged inipreparing the people psychologicallyvhy propagands
‘against the Government, by fomenting fecial hatred, by reviving traditional practices
kand~op§osing missionary activities and lastly by claiming United Nations support for
the party's cause - using the United Nations flag and disseminating propaganda about
the United Nations favourable to the party. The eecond stage, from mid-April to the
end of May, had opened with the organization of demonstrations and strikes and the
party bad dispatched active members to other areas to hold meetings and recruit
‘members. In the course of those activities it had met with strong opposition from
anti-UPC and traditional elements end many clashes had ensued,’pelice intervention
having sometimes been necessary to protect UPC members. Nevertheless the UPC had
continued to cause trouble by aefying the law, organizing illegal meetinés and
demonstrations on public highways and attacking anti-UPC meetings. It vas
interesting to recall thet in April, before the final phase, the UPC had met with
failure at Mbanga and Bafoussam, where it had been attacked by hostile elements.
According te the Administering Authority, that had been regarded as a set-back by
the UPC, since two of its leaders - Um Nyobé and Abel Xingué - had beeﬁ invblved,
and it had consequently felt obliged to organize reprieals. ’

It was necessary to bear those circumstances in mind, for they establiehed an
historical connexion and perhaps also provided a clue to the origin of ‘the
provocation. 22 Mey had marked the beginning of a series of ineidents in
various places, starting at Mbanga, Douala and Yaoundd. Meetings had been organized
on public highways, followed by police attempts to disperee them. That in tufn had
led to resistance by UBC followers, who had attacked the police with a motley .
collection of weapons. Vehicles had been set on fire and there had been casualties
on both sides. At Douala there had been demonstratlons against anti-UPC
orgenizations, particularly the Front National, and that had led to clashes between
the parties. The UPC bhad apparently regarded the incidents of 22 May as a modest
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victory, for on the following day'théréfhéd been similar ihéidents characterized by
inflammatory speeches and armed attacks on'the police. MNembérs: of -the UPC had
marched about in the stféets invmilitary’formations,”carryingVSUbhﬂweapons as
knives and cudgels. On 24 May, there hed been attacks on-certain prisons,
adminiétrative buildings-and police stations in the Mungo‘Reéiéﬁ;*~On"25'May the 
Loun prison and administrative station had been attacked By‘UPC members; at Douala, -
the prison, the administrative buildings and the radio stqtidn had been attacked,
twenty vehicles had been set on fire and Eufopeéns'and non-UPC Africens had been
attacked. The police had been obliged to open fire and there had been some -
casualties. Similar inéidents had taken place athaoundé on 26 May and the ‘police
had again had to use firearms. In the Sanaga-Maritime Regiocn, some bridges had
been destroyed, some roads had been barricaded and the administrative buildings had
been Besieged. ' ) .

The High Ccrmissicner ned ordﬁred a curfew in the disturbed ldcélities and had
called on the army for assistance. The Committee had been informed that the army
had never been in action, although it had been available for any emergencies.

About 450 police had been utilized in the entire operation and 120 soldiers had
been obtained from French Equatorial Africa. In all, 565 persons had been arrested,
' of whom 346 were still under detention pending trial. Twenty-six persons nad been -
killed, including twenty-one UPC demonstrators, four civilians and one poliéeman;~
The wounded had included 114 UPC demonstrators, thirteen civilians and sixty-two
members of the police force. Two Buropeans had been killed and eleven wounded.:
Calm had been restored towards the end of May and on 13 July 1955 the French .
Government had announced the dissolution of the UPC and the other two bodies.

The Committee had heard the bare story as told by the UPC, its opponentSﬁéndg.51‘
the Adﬁinistering Authority. It was not easy to know what to make of that:cdmpositg |
picture. There had clearly Eeen,a great deal of exaggeration on the part of'the- '
petitioners. Many of thelr allegations had been adeqpately answered by the:
observations of the Administering Authority and the Speciel Representative... For
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example, there seemed little truth in.the allegation.that- the UPC had been excluded
from the commissions appointed to revise the electoral lists, or that the indigénat
system had been reintroduced.v Thgre was also no truth in the allégation that 5,000
peop;e had died and that thousands of huts had been destroyed, or that memberskof
the UPC had been expelled from the Territory.> Quite obviocusly, no_aircrafﬁ had,
been used by the Government to drop bombs and no United Nationé submarine had been
lying in wait to help the UPC. ‘ ‘ ‘ )

Apart from those patently false-allegations, there were certain others which
_were true, as for examplé those regarding judicial proceedings against UPC members,
censorsnip of UrC mail, police secrches of UPC offices and Police action at UPC
meetings. It must be realized, however, that those allegations referred to certain
~actions by the Goverument which in its opinion were justified; upon those he had
no comments to offer. He must however deplore in the strongest terms the misuse
of the United Nations and iis symbols by the UPC for its own partisan ends: that
tendency had to be checked in the interests of the éntire Trusteeship System. The
dissemination of information regarding the United Nations and its proper role in
& Trust Territory was obviously the function of the Administering Authority and
he found it extraordinary that the UPC:had-been alloved so much latitude in
misrepresenting the United .Nations and its,symbols for the partyts own ends. He
hoped the Visiting Mission would examine that aspect of the situation and‘méke
recommendations with a view to preventing the recurrence of such an unfortunate
situation.

So far as the incidents themselves were.concerned, certain facts emerged from

a study of the documents. There had been clashes between the- UPC and other

political parties, leading in many. instances to violence. It was difficult to see

. who had been responsible for the clashes: provocation had sometimes been provided
by the UPC but it was quite likely that the anti-UPC elements might have
contributed their share. It.was unfortunate that-political parties had behaved in
that degenerate fashion. It being, of course, the responsibility of the

Administering Authority to promote the political development of the inhabitants,
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greater vigilance and guidance were ciearly'necessary to ensure that political
‘organizations developed along ﬁhe right democratic. lines with due regard for
freedom of speech and assembly. , , |

Another fact that emerged quite clearly Was that the UPC had actually -

organized meetings on the public highway, in defiance of the law.
Organizers of such meetings had been brought to trial end suitably punished. .
The Administering Authority eppeared also to have evidence to show that -
members of the UPC, numbering two or three hundred, had marched in military
formation carrying clubs, knives and other dangerous weaponsj there had been two
instances in which such armed bands, under the leadership of;Moumié and Kingud,
had attacked bridzes, destroyed vehicles and laid giege to administretiye
buildings. During the first three days of the incidents vhich had -begun
on 22 May, the Administering Authority had shown commendable restraint in
withholding fire, even though, unfortunately, there had been some casuslties.
He felt, however, that the Admiristration and police had been inadequately
prepared for the incidents. It was conceivable that  greater vigilance,
negotiations and preventive measures taken at an early stage might '
have averted theVSubsequent'incidents, or at any rate lessened pheir grayiﬁy{“ 
There had obviously been poor co-ordination and bad intelligence. Tt was |
commendable that the casualties hod been kept §0 low and it was fortunate that
the extent of damage caused to property appeared to be small though no accurate .,
assessment had yet been made. . He: notlced however, that 1n November 1955 there -
had still been some 346 people.under_detentlon, awalting triel, though a number
of them might perhaps have been tried since then.A It woulq ebviously be
advisable to reduce the period of detention to the minimum.ﬁ: It was quite likely
that in the majority of the cases those arrested had not been guilty of any
serious misdemeanour but had been misled by misguided 1eaders. It was unfortunate
that some of the leaders responsible for the incidents had_esceped and could not
as yet be brought to trial. From the legal point of view, it was not clear whethe:

there was sufficient evidence upon which to bring them to trial,even had it been
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possible to apprehend them. Howeve} that might be the people had obviously been
misled and the demonstrators who had been arrested were entitled to an early trial-
It was to be hoped that the Administering Authority would review the entire '
 situation with a view to speeding up the trial of those still under detention.
He noted with interest that the Administering Authority was now pursuing a policy
of tranquillization and he hoped that policy would lead to the rapid stabilization
of the situation in the Cameroons under French - *ﬂlutl«uinn.:

With reference to the Government's decision to dissolve the thres politlcal
parties concerned, it was necessary 1o bvear in mind certain important facts.
Firstly, the UPC had not had any clear-cut plan of revolt to take over the
Government qf the Terriﬁory. According to the Special Representative himself, no
precise plan of action had been diccovered, but the documents seized had indicated
that orders had been issued for attacks on vehicles, political opponents and police:
On the other hand, UPC leaders had made inflammatory statements end had orgenized
their memblrs in units resembling ‘military formations, armed with an assortument of
That action of the UPC might bring it within the purview

locally available weapons.
of the Act of 1936, under which political parties that organized military formations

were to be dissolved.
Whatever legal jusﬁification there might be for the dissolution of the UPC, it

was necessafy to remember that though the situation had been very grave it had

quickly been brought under control. A state of emergency had never been proclaimed,

though the curfew had been‘imposed on certain days.
relatively small, as had been the number of persons arrested.

The casualties had been
The extent of damage

caused to property couid not'be‘said to be very large.
He was somewhat troubled by the fact that no ptoper inquiry had been instituted

into the incidents immediafeiy after they had occurred: a commission of inquiry,

headed by a judge, might'have been expected and it might have been more satisfactory

to dissolve the party'oh the basis of recommendations by such a commission. It was

surprising too, that the Territorial Assembly had not discussed the incidents;
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perhaps it was not empowered to do so. Those. cmlssions somehow detracted from the
gravity of the incidents. It was also difflCult to see why the UDEFEC had been
dissolved, for there had been no ev1dence to suggest that that women's organization '
had had armed groups. . _ -

So far as he had been able to ascertain, the particular Act of 1936 which
provided for the d18301ﬁtion of pcliﬁiqai paxties had seldoﬁ if ever, been
invdked in French Overseas Territories. It had been enacted for meeting the threat
of fageist groups in another era, in a historical sense it was obsolete and it
clearly required revision, particu+arly for the purposes of application in a
Territory under the International Trusteeship System. The Administering Authority
had itself admitted that the dissolution of the party was én extreme step. Whatever
the merits of the case might be, the UPC had been a large porty and its
disappearance from the political scene had doubtless created a major vacuum in the
political life of the Territory. It was unfortunate that it had been necegsary
to dissolve a political party in the eafly yéars of the growth of political
organizations in the Trust Territbry, where until 1946 political organizations of
any kind had been altogether tanned. The dissolution of the party was indicative
of a deep~-seated political malaise that had to be_oﬁercome, not ohly by rapidly
normalizing the political situation but also.by the introduction of reforms which'.
must be imaginative in secope énd must pay due attention to the political advances
made in the neighbouring countries. He did not consider the present reforﬁs
adeguate to the situation; if another extreme manifestation of political unrest
was to be avoided,'the Administering Authority must show greater political

initiative.

Mr. BENDRYSHEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) observed that
document T/C.Q/L.l9? dealt with more than 200 petitions containing complaints
agaihst the Administering Authority in connexion with the events that had occurred
in the Territory in May and June and the following months of-1955. The petitioners

camplalned thes 1o April and Mey of that ycar,certoln ¢rganizotions of the iqdigenous
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inhabltants had experlenced difflcultles in holding meetlngs and assemblies.
Meetlngs had been broken up on one pretext or another, sometimes by force;
yhad been interference by members of other organizatlons and the police and local
authorities were alleged to have arrived too late to prevent those oceurrencess
In prepcring recommendations, the Secretariat should draft a paragraph expressing

there

regret that the rlght to hold meetings was not ‘secured for all political parties
and ordanlzations in the Cameroons under French admlnistration, one result being
that meetings callzd by organizations and parties of the indigenous inhabitants
were dispersed and broken up. That was esnecially necessary, since in its
resolution 1055 (XIV) on a petition from the same Territory the Trusteeship
Council had smphagized the need to ensure the freedom of political parties

to hold meetings. o : o

| Censideration of the petitions revealed that the Admlnisterlng Avthority had
on the sending of mail by the indigenous

to the United Nations: that was an infringement
fatlons. ‘

impozed a series of restricticns
inhabitants, 1nclud1ng te1egram’
of the indigenous inhabitunts! right to send petitions to the United I
The reccmmendetions to the Council should include an expression of regret that
the right of petition had been violated by the im@osition of restrictions on
the sending of telegrams by the indigenous'inhabitants to the United Nations.
The Administering Authority had also imposed restrictions on the delivery of
rail to a series of social organizations, including the trade union organization,
the CGT: +that too was a violation of the indigenous inhabitants' rights which
should be mentioned in the recomméndations‘with an expression of regret. -

It was evident from the petitions and from the Administering Authority's

observations that the indigenous inhabitants had been fired on, with the result

that many persons had been killed and wounded. That fact could not be passed

over without comment and the recommendations should include an appropriate
expression of regret. .

As the representative of Indla had pointed out and a8 wasg apparent from the
petitions, most of those who had been arrested in May and June‘l955 vere still in

prison awaiting trial. The reccmmendations should include an appropriate

expression of regret.
In July 1955, the Administering Authority had dissolved a number of organi-

 zations of the indigenous inhabitants which had as their aim the achievement of
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the independence and unification of the Cameroons.. The Admlnlsterlnc Author*ty
had admitted in its reports that thev had been amonr the leading organlzatlons ‘
in the Territory. The reccmmendations should express regret at the dlssolutlon' ;i;
of such organizatlons of the indigenous 1nh1bltants. ) ‘ o

It should be p01nted out in the recommendat ons thot such measures were not /
in aceordsnce with the Charter and the Trusteeshlp Agreement and violated the “‘
fundamental rights of the 1ndl"enous inhabﬂtants. ArtLCle 5 of the Trust eeghlp
Agreement prov1ded that the Administering Authorlty wos bound to arrange '  }
appropriante measures to enable the 1nhabitants freely to evPress thelr oplnions
and ensure the attaimment of the dbdectlves prescrlbed in Ars 1c1e 76 of ‘the
Charter, dbjectives which included in partlcular the dcvelonment of the
inhabitants of the Trust Territories towards selfmoovernment or 1ndependence.
Hence it was necessary to recoummend that the Administering Authorlty should
take all necessary measures to restore to the 1nd1genogs inhabitants of the ‘
Trust Territory, in accordance with the Charter and the Trustceship Agreement,
the free excrcise of their right of freedom of ‘assembly, freedom to establlsh
organlzations and the real and free exercise of all democratlc llberties.

The petitions included a number of indlv1duwl complelnts. On those, the
Secretariat should prepare seporate resolutions containing recomnendations for
appropriate action in accordonce with the suggestions m;de by thé members of ‘the
Committee. o '

The meeting wos suspended at 3. hO'p;m. and resumed ot 4.15 p.m.

Mr- SERAPHIN (Haiti) associuted himself with the Chalrman s Well— ,

deserved trlbute to the Spec1al Represeﬂiatlve.

. The impress1on that emerged from a study of the worklng paper was that o very
uneasy atmosphere prevailed in the Terrltory The Committee had not sufflclent
information to assess the causes of the dlsqulet that had culminated in the May
incidents.  The Admlnlstering Authority claimed that the events had token place
in accordance with a plan of compaign prepared by the UPC leaders and that the way
in which they had been synchronlzed testified to the ex1stence of an efflclent
organizotion. The petitionere, on the other hand placed the whole. blame on fhe
Administration, the ngh Commissioner's policy and the hostile and provocatlve '
ottitude of the French colonists in the Territory. It was a pity that the‘recent
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Visiting Mission had not been in a pésifibn to make a thorough investigation of the

incidents on the spot by granting hearlngs to all the parties concerned and

examining the incrlmlnatlng evidence collected by the Administration. The Commlttee

might then have had an idea of the true situation. He stressed that his delegation
did not doubt the truth of the Administering Authoriﬁy*s statements but it was only
Just that the Committee should heed the petitioners' complaints also. While the
petitioners had undoubtedly exaggerated, their allegations could not be entirely -
dismissed as false. | | 'f | : |
Certain facts were reportéd'by the Administering Authority and the petitioners'
alike. Pirstly, there was thé dissolution of the UPC and its two‘éffiliates. While
reserving its position on the dissolution of the UPC, which was blemed for the
violence that hed occurred, his delecation could not understand why the Jeunesse
démocratique camerounalse (JDC) and the Union des Femmes camerounalses (UDEFEC),
which had taken no active or direct part in any of the acts of violence, had been
- banned. The Administering Authority was responsible for ensuring fhe free .
development of political and civil liberties and it should have limited itself to
taking legal action against the authors of the élsturbances and refrained from .
dissolving the JOC and UDEFEC. Secondly, the police had opened fire on several
occasions with resulting loss of life. They had, however, beenAunder orders not
to shoot except in self-defence. Thirdly, as the Special Representative agreed,
there was some delay in bringing to trial thelpersons arrested as a result of the
disorders; many people ﬁere still in prison pending trial. Fourthly, the |
Administration had.iﬁposed measures of censorship which were, to say the least,

unusual. House searches had been conducted, often in the absence of the owners
Fifthly, preferential treatment had been

and without warrénts'having been issued.
accorded to the members of anti-UEC groups. When claéhes had occurred between
members of the UPC and anti-UPC alements, only the members of the UPC had been
arrested and tried, the members of other groups going unmolested. It was difficult
to understand the Administration's attitude in that respect; it would have been more
natural for the Administration, as the guardian of life and property in the
Territory and the authority responsible‘for maintaining lew and order, to punish the
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members of the UPC and the anti-UPC elements alike. Lastly, bloodshed had
undoubtedly occurred in April and.May 1955.° His delegaticn lacked sufficient
information to pass an objective judgement on the incidents as a whole, but, no
matter who was responsible, it strongly cohdemned all action conduecive to wviolence
as being against the Charter and the Trusteeshlp Agreepent, |

In conclusion, he assured the French representative that the facts he had
enumerated should not be considered in the nature of an indictment against French
policy in the Trust Territory. On the contrary he had mentioned them only because
he was convinced that the Administering Authority would take\steps to rémedy.them
and to promote the'advancement of the Trust Territory in accordance with the great
French traditions of liberty, equality and fraternity.

‘Mr. HAMILTON {Australia) Joined previous speakers in paying a warm tribute
to the Special Representa+ive. He endorsed the Chairman's compendation of the

working paper prepared by the Secretariat.

He had prepared a number of proposals, taking into account the views expressed
in the Commitfee, and he hoped that"they would provide a basis for agreement. The
broposals represented an sttempt to reconcile the many opinions expressed in the
Cormittee rather than a precise reflection of his own delegationts views. They were
intended for incorporation in a single draft resolution designed to cover the bulk
of the petitions in document.T/C,2/L.197. As the Chairman had said, many of the
petitioners! complaints were adequately covered by the Administering Authority's
observations. The Special Representative!s statements in the Committee had shed
further light on the situation. He therefore proposed that the draft resolution
ghould transmit to the petitioners the observations of the Administering Authority
and, an extensive swmary of the Special Representative's remarks.

The draft resolution should note the following facts:

1. The incidents had occurred within a limited period of time between 22 and
28 May 1955 in a strictly limited area and the participants had represented
numeriecally only a very small proportion of the population of the localities

ecncerned,
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2. Accofding to the Special Representative, it had been within the limits of

that area alone that the UPC had been able to enlist significant popular s@gport.

e In most inétances the incidents had been initiated by armed attacks on the

part of UPC supporters upon the persons or prope%ty of members of Cameroonian

political organizations to which the UPC was opposed and had been characterized -

by attacks upon officers or property of the Administration.

L. In no instance had military units used firearms and, wherever military units

had been used, they had operated strictly under the control of the civil

authorities. a ' |

5. Orders for the police to open fire upon rioters had been given in all cases

by senior civil officials.

6. In no circumstances had firearms been used by the éolice except to prevent

physical assault upon the Administration's officials themselves, nor had firearms

been used on any occasion by the authorities until at least the minimum statutory

warnings had been given. |

T. ‘Notwithstanding the fact that the disorders had been instigated by grdups-

of armed men and that one law enforcement officer had been killed and sixty-two

wounded by the rioters, the casualties known to have been suffered by the groups

instigating the disorders had nuubered no more than twenty-one killed and

114 wounded.

8. DMNo state of siege=had'been declared in the Territory at any stage during’

or after the disorders and curfews had been imposed in two places only, for

periods not exceeding five days.

9. In the covrse, and as a consequence, of the disorders, 545 persons had been

arrested by the Administering Authority by 30 November 1955; of them 346 still

remained to be brought to trial. If the Special Representative had any later

information, those figures could be amended accordingly.

10. The Administering Authority was contemplating early measures of indulgence.
The draft resolution should express the hope that investigations into the .

cases of persons under arrest would be accelerated and that persons awaiting trial -

would be brought to trial as soon as possible. It should note that in no instance

had persons been tried or sentenced in connexion with the disorders except in

accordance with the established civil procedure of French law.
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(Mr. Hamllton, Australla)

“The draft resolution ehOQld also notevtﬁe'SpecialvRepresentatiVe's statement
that, with regard to-ex-members and ex~sup§orters of the former UPC and affiliated:
organizations, it was the Administering Authority's policy that from the juridical
point of view action should be taken against persons only in respect of offences -
against the law committed in the course of the disorders and that in no o
circumstances would action be taken or be allowed to be taken'against any'perSOn
on grounds of former membership in or support for the political organizations -
which had"been dissolved. As a matter of general policy the Administering .
Authorlty regarded the majority of those who had. part¢c¢pated in the disorders as- E
having been misled by their leaders, upon whom the responslblllty For the dlsorders 
was recognized as resting. Such persons who were at present in fear of arbitrary
reprisals from any quarter in the Territory on account of thelr former support
of the UPC or affiliated organizations were assured of the Admlnlsterlng
Authority's full protection against illegal acts which mlght be directed against
them from any quarter. | ‘

The draft resolution should express regret that certein POllt’Cal i
organizations in. the Terrltory, vhich the Administering Auvthority had subseépently’
found it necessary to dissolve, had attempted to pursue political\ends by the
use of armed force. It was to be hoped that in future all political organizationsa‘
in the Territory would pursue their aims by‘exclusivelylpeaceful:means, in a~spirit -
of mutual toleration and with full respect for the rights of'freedom'of sPeech :
and assembly. It was regretteble that certain political groqps in the Territory
had falsely claimed the support of the United Nations exclusively for themselves
‘and for their partisan policles and activities. | o

The draft resolution should then note with satisfaction the assurance of
‘the Adminlsterlng Authority that in no c1rcumstances in the:course ofithe.d;sorders
had its officials departed from either the spirit or the letter of the Charter
or the Trusteeship Agreement. :

It should note that, since the dissolution of the UPC and directly affiliated
organizations, formerly inactive as well as active sectors of the population had,
with the Administering Authority'!s encouragement, manifested an increasing 1nterest

and participation in the Territory's political development. It should express
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: éonfidence that the Admini:steririg Authority's policy of tra.nquillization, together
with the vigorous pursuit of programmes of reform and general political
development, would bring to an end the ’cens:\.ons whlch had characterized the
Territory's political life in recent years. '

Lastly, the draft resolution should suggest to the petltloners who had
submitted complaints in copnnexion with the disturbances that s if they had not
already done so and if they vished to pursue the matter further, they should

bring their complaints to the dlrect attention of the Administering Authorrby.
The petitioners should be invited to identify 'bh meelves and to submlt addl‘blonal

information regarding their complaints.

Mr. SCHEYVEN (Belgium) associated himself with previous speakers in

Paying a tribute to the Special Representative.

He endorsed the Australian representative's proposals.

With regard to the Haitian representative's regret that the Visiting Mission
had not investigated the May incidents, he pointed out that the Mission had not
) been asked for a specific report on the incidents. Nevertheless, he could assure

the Committee that there had been no conspiracy of silence with regard to the.

incidents and that the Mission had been able to make any inquiries it wished.
As a member of the Mission he had taken numerous notes about the disturban-cesA
during interviews with French officials and representatives of the various
political parties. He had alsc examined photographs of the weapons seized by
the Administration and had therefore felt that there was no need to examine the

weapons themselves.

Mr. SERAPEIN (Haiti) said thet some misunderstanding had arisen. He

nad not intended to cast aspersions on the Visiting Mission's competence but felt

.that it was regretteble that its terms of reference had not called for a special

inguiry into the May incidents. .
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Mr. BENDRY3HEV (Union of Soviet So¢ialist Republics) said that he
did not wish to discuss the terms of reference and activities of the Visiting
Mission which had been to the Camerocons under French administration, and of which

Mr. Scheyven, the Belgian representative, had been a member, because the
Visiting Mission's report would be considered by the Trusteeship Council |
at its forthcoming session. It was to be hoped that all such qﬁestions would
be clarified during the discussion of the reporf now being preparéd‘by the |
menmbers of the Visiting Mission and; in patticular, that, in their report,
the members of the Misgion would be able to dispel the confugion which had
arisen in commexion with recent petitions from the Cameroons under French
administration which contained assertions that mermbers of the Visiting
Mission had refused to accept éetitions from certain public organizations,
groups and individuval indigenous inhabitants and that many indigenous
inhabitants, on attempting to pass their petitions to the Visiting Mission,
had in some manner been handed over to the local authorities and placed under
arrest. ’ ‘

The Coumittee discussed the form of its report and resolution or
resolutions on the petitions dealt with in document T/C.2/1.197. It

decided to postpone any final decision thereon until it had before it

the draft report prepared by the Secretariat.

i

The meeting rose at 5.30 p.m.






