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XIX. Petition from Mr. Abdulwo.hid Maallim Mohamed Hagi (T/PET.ll/805) 

1. I ,.1 a lecter dated 26 October 1959, the petitioner - -who ste.tes tl'.'2:t te :!.s 

re2:pons::.°DL! for the Eil Division in the Bur Hacaba District - i:.:1fo:.~ms the United 

Nations of his people 1 s displeasure vTith the Somali Government. He complains 

about the lack of dispensaries and schools in the District. He accuses the Somali 

Goverri.ment of r.av:i.ng failed to bring relief to the people when famine struck; 

cattle and child:ten diec:1. anc: :people became very poor. The petitioner e.ppeals 

to the United Nations for help. 

2. In its observa·cions (T/OBS.11/109, section 2) the Administering Authority 

states that the "Eile" ethnic group, which lives in the territory of Bt:r Hacaba, 

has access to the heri,lth and ea.ucational inst::i. tutions in the Dir:trict, comprising 

one infirmary, three dispenr.aries, five day s::hools and. six eve;;r,.r.3 scro::>ls. 

'Ihe Administering Authority agrees that exparn,ion is obviously de.si.rablc in all 

areas, especia~ly in the matter of health services, but such expansion must take 

pl2.ce graduall~r and on a bri.si s of rational distribution; it cannot ~-::oneatly 

be mainte,incd that the Gove:.."nment is neglecting the Bur Hacaba Dfrtrict. In 

order to demonstrate the efforts made by the Government in the field of health, 

the Administering Authority refers to a speech made by the Minister of Health 

on 7 April 1960 in celebration of World Health Day and reproduced in the Corriere 

della So~alia of 8 April 1960. 

3. 'Ihe Administering Authority adds that, during the recent food shortage 

from ,,hich the rieople of Bur Hacaba did not suffer seriously, the Goverri..ruent was 

prompt in the distribution of relief supplies: 343 quintals of rice were distributed 

in June and August 1959. This quantity was fixed in proportion to the number of 

inhabitants needing relief on the basis of general criteria for relief 

established by the competent committee. The Administering Authority concludes 

that there appears to be no real foundation for the complaints made by this 

petitioner. 

XX. Petition from Mr. Moharr.ed Hussen Hagi Maio-Scekal (T/PET .. 11/817) 

1. A personal complaint directed against the District Commissioner of Merca 

is contained in this petition dated 21 December 1959. The author of the petition, 

a resident of the Arab Village in Mogadiscio, complains that on 11 December 1959, 
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late in the evening, he was summoned out onto the street by the District 

Cm.missio:ne~: ·who accused him of having insulted him and who then :9rocee,'J.ed to have 

l~:Ln a:tto.cl;.ed 1,odily by fourteen !~~• Ee wa8 slapped, kicked, thrown to tho 

ground; in t:1e scuffle, one of his teeth was broke·n. When it was over, the 

Commissione~ told him that he had been duly punished by the Government and that 

he cou.1d go; two days later, the Commissioner hJmself handed him ten Sos. as 
11settlen:ent". 

2. The petition.er requests that an official explanation be g:i.ven to h:!.m of the 

Commissioner's aggressive and unwarranted action against him. 

3. The Adrnini.stering Aut'b.ority states, in its observations (T/OBS.11/109, 

section 4), that there is no foundr.tion for the alle1:s2,tion that lll,~treatment was 

infli.cted by the Distr:i.ct Cc:r,clssioner o:' Merca to tl1e petitioner, The 

Commissioner gave the :petitioner, ,mo is an ex-serviceman, ten sonalos for purposes 

of assistance and not as "indemnification for the ill-usage which lle had 

sufferea.11
, as claimed in th8 :petition. 




