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I. INIR,ODrcI.ION

l. In accordance with operative paragraph 7 of draf t resolution N37/L.13,/Rev.1,the General Assembly would approve the assumption by the Secretary-General of the
responsibilities entrusted to hirn under the United tlations Convention on the Law of
the Sea and the relat,ed resolutions and would also approve the stationing of an
adequate number of secretariat staff in Jamaica for the purpose of servicing the
Preparatory Cornrnission for the International Sea-tsett Authority and for the
rnternational Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, as required by its funct,ions and
Progranme of work. In his letter to the President of the General Assembly
(A/37/441) , the President of the Third United ltlations Conference on the Iaw of the
sea drew attention to the req2onsibilities that, the Secretary-@neral of the United
Nations was called upon to carry out under the Convention on the Law of the Sea,noting that' they were in addition to the functions usually perforrned by the
secretary-General and were distinct from the requirements of resolution I of the
Conf ererce on the establishment of a Preparatory corffnission for the International
Sea-Bed Authority and for the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea andresolution II governing preparatory investment in pioneer activities relating topolymetallic nodules.

2. The President of the conference also informed the president of the General
Assembly that he had addressed a cotununication to the Secretary-General correrningthese additional req2onsibilities imposed by the Convent,ion, recalling that, they
had been the subject of an earlier study by the secretary-General prepared in
accordance with General Assembly resolution 35/116 ('rstudy on the Future Furctionsof the secretary-General under the Draft Convention and on the l0eeds of Countries,Especially Developing Countries, for Information, Advice and Assistance Under the
New regal Rdgime", A/aoNF.62/L.76 of 18 August 1981). rt should be noted in thisconnection that, following the subrnission of this study, the Confererpe had
requested continuation of the work involved, and that the General Assembly took
not'e of that decision in its resolution 36/79. The various comments that were made
by Governments and delegations, forrnally and informally, have been taken into
account in the preparation of the present note.

3. rn both the above communications, the President of the @nference has notedthat it is necessary for appropriate action to be taken by the General Assernbly to
aPProve the assumption by the Secretary-General of these additional
responsibilities and to provide the means to irnplement them. The secretary-General
believes also that it is irnportant that the General Assembly be given theopportunity to examine his new responsibilities as a whole, at this sessionr sirce
many of the additional responsibilities would commence effectively with the openingof the convention for signat,urer and sone may be expected to r.qui." 

" 
gi"it.i- 

-

effort in the period before enbry into force of the Convention than subseguently.

4. In t'his conneclion, the attention of the General Assenbly is drawn also to
paragraph 7 of its resolution 35/LL6t in which it suggested to the Secretary-
General that special efforts be made to promote the widest possible public
a\dareness of the achievements of the Conference.
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5. The Secretary-General is reguired to bring resolution I of the Oonferer-rce, and
particularly its paragraptrs 14 and l5 on the financing ard servicing of the
ereparatory-Conuniisioi, to the attention of the General Assenbly. As has already
been pointed out by the President of the Conference, a distinction is to be made

between duties of the Secretary-General under resolutions I and II1 glven their
transitional nature, arrl those under the Convention or any othef deeision
concerning the law of the sea which constitutes a continuing effort for the
fulfilrnent of all his functions.

6. FinaIIyT attention is drawn to the communication of the Secretary-6st.t.t
(A/37/566) r transmitting a resolution adopted by the @nference on DeveloPment of
National Dlarine Scierce, Technology and Ocean Service Infrastructures. Elor the
purpose of considering this resofuiion and other major asPects of ocean affairs
which corEern the United Nations and var,ious specialized agerriesl the attention of
the General Assembly is drawn to the "Cross-Organizational PrograFne Analysis of
Marine Affairs Activities of the United Nations Systemtr which is being pretrnred for
submission to the Comrnittee on Programne and Co-ordination in 1983. The results of
that Cormnitteers examination of the analysis can be expected to have a significant
influence on the ability of ttre system to take account of the inter-relations arpng
many marine questions and to harmonize activities accordirgly.

II. THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF TfiE SECREIIABY-GENEBAIJ ITNDER

THE COI{VEI\fTION

7. The Secretary-General is charged wlth extensive furptions ona", tfr.'
@nvention. Ttrese functions fall into three categoriesr

(a) The usual functions of a depositaryi

(b) Itrrctions which are not unusual for the Secretaff@neral tcj disahargei

(c) Furptions that are new and quite utprecedented.

g. Under ttre first category could falI such acts as recqivlng instrunents of
ratification or accession-or even lhe Secrelary-Generalrs role correrning the
amendments to the Oonvention. !/
g. The Secretary-Generalrs furctions relating to the receipt gf declarations or
notices correrning the choice of procedures for the settlernent of diePute could be

considered as falling under category (b).

10. It isr howeverr with respect to his reporting duties under Article 319,
paragraph 2 (a) r and his furptions as depositary of, charts and lists of
geograprical ceordinates that the Oonvention contains reaPonsibi}ities which are
new and unprecedented.
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A. Reporting functions of the Secretery-General

11. Article 319, paragraph 2 (a), enbodies the reportirg furctions of the
Secretarr@neraL. It enjoins the Secretarle@neral to "reSrort to aLl States
Partiesr the Authority and cornpetent international organizations on issues of a
general nature that have arisen with respect to the bnventionr. The legislative
history of this provision indicates that its purpose ie to ensure that the problems
of ocean space, being closely interrelated, have to be considered as a whole' as
stipulated by General Assenbly resolution 3057 (XK/IID and the third preambular
paragraph of the Convention itself. Ttris provision haa to be seen as the najor
determinant of, the arrangements for dealing with law of the sea affairs in the
United lihtions Secretariat and for ensuring consultation and collaboration on
matters correrning the Conrrention within the United Nations system. The
Secretary-General is aware of tlre fact that thie function will only becone
mandatory with regard to states Parties and the Authority upon entry into force of
the Oonvention. It is, however, clear that there is a need to ensure continuity in
the process of collecting and analysing information relevant to these reporting
furrtions, not only to enable the Secretary-General'to discharge his
responsibilities upon entry ihto force but also to make that information available
to States, competent international organlzations and, aE appropriater academic
institutions, and for the purpose of pronotirg the rfidest possibJ.e public anareness
of the achievements of the Conference. In this connection, it cannot be inferred
that Governments will be interested in only those "isgues of a general naturetr
which will have arisen after the entry into force of the Oonvention, but also in
those that may arise with reqpect to the Convention before its entry into forc€, €ls
they may have a significant influence upon the process of acceptance of the
Convention itaelf. lloreover, it should be kept in mind that through the
promulgation of national legisLation some parts of the Convention constitute the
law in force for numerous states. The lnportance oif these considerations in the
context of pronotion of an integrated rQime goverhing eean space, especially
given the continuing trend of national legislation in this s5ilrere, cannot be
overlooked.

B. Charts and lists of co-ordinates

L2. Under the Convention, the coastal States are obligated to sutrnit charts and
Iists of geographical co-ordinates ons

(a) Baselines for measurirg the breadttr of tlie territorial sea or the limits
derived ttreref,rom (art. t6) and, where appropriater archipeJ.agic baselines
(art. 47, para. 9) i

(b) Lines of delinitation (arts. L6, 75 and 84) i

(c) Orter linits of the

(d) Orter lirnits of the

exclusive economic zone (art. 75) I

continental shelf (art. 84).
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It should be stated here that recomrendations made to coastal StateE by the
proposed Conunission on the Limitg of the Continental Shelf tron matters related to
the establishrnent of ttre outer lirnits of tbeir continental shelf beyond
200 nautical miLesn should also be submitted to the Secretary-@nera1.

III. INFICRIIATION, ADI/ICE Al{D ASSISTANCE TNDER TflE NEW LEGAL REGIME

13. In connection wittr the decision of the General Assembly in its resolutions
35/LL6 and 36/79 concerning "tlre needs of countries, especiall.y developing
countries, for information, advice and assistarre under the new legal r6gine", the
subject of part two of ttre study of the Secretary-General (A,/@NF.62/L.761 t
attention is drawn to the statement of the Secretary-General to the fiftlt Conunittee
on GeneraL Assembly resolutisn 36,/79 (see trnra. 13, NC.5/36/60 of
24 November 198I), as a consequerce of whictr the following areas of activity were
reinforced within the secretariat of the Oonferencel

'Information on national legisLation pertaining to the exercise by

coastal States of ttreir sovereignty, sovereign rights or jurisdiction in their
territorial sear their exclusive economic zone and their continental shelfi
information regarding existing gtobal, regionall subregional or national
programmes of technical cti-operation on matters such as exploitation of living
and rpn-living resourcesl. parine scientific research, surveillance of extended
maritime areas, protection of the marine environment, transit to and from the
sea for land-locked States and navigation ttrrough straits and archipelagic
waters, compilation of infornation rel.evant to the future functions of the
PreSnratory Conunissionl i4.co.operation with the Gean Ebonomics and
Technology Brarrh.

ltention may also be made of General Assernbly resolution 34/2O correrning the
training needs of developing countries in deep-sea mining and related activities,
although the reguirements of the Secretary-General under this resolution are, to a
great degree, superseded by the training activities called for in resolution II of
the Confererre.

IV. ONGANIZATIOT{AL FRAMEITORK FOR LA{ OF THE SEA ACTIVITIES

L4. The determination of the General assembly in 1973 ttrat "the problems of ocean
space are closely interrelated and need to be considered as a wholen was the major
determinant of tlre servlcing arrangements adopted by the SecretarlbGeneral for the
Confererpe, and what held true'for the preparation of the Convention would hoLd
equally true for its implenentatlon and for the conduct of law of the sea
activiEies within the United Nations Secretariat. It will be recalled thatr in
accordance with GeneraL Assenrbly resolution 3029 (nffIl) and 3067 (nffIf I) ' a

Strncial Representative was appointed to act on behalf of the Secretary-Genera1 in
his catrncity as SecretarfGeneral of the Oonference and the necessary staff was
recruited wtrite utifizirg to the fullest extent possible existing resources witJrin
the Secretariat. The arrarqements thus established ltere successful nainly because
of close co-operation between the office of the Special Representative, the Legal
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Office and the Departments of Political and Security Courrcil affairsr of
fnternational &onquic and Scial Af,fairs and of Rrbtic Information. llention has
to be made of the fact that, thanks to these arrangementsr it was not necessary
during the eight years of servicing the Conference to enlarge the Office of the
Special Representative, al.ttrough the servicin'g requirements of the Confererre
increased substantially. libntion must also be made of the close co-operation that
prevailed over the yeara of the Confererre between the Office of the Special
Representative and the secretariats of the United Nations organizations and
specialized agerrcies. General Assembly resolutions subseguent to 1973 (resolutions
3483 (xxx) , 3V63 and 33/L7) have stressed the "efficient and continuous servicing
of the Conf ererc€ . .. and of subsequent activities as may be decided upon by the
Confererce', and have aIEo auttrorized the Secretary-General to iensure stability
and continuity for the secretariat personneL recruited for the Confererreo.'

15. The Secretary-General has therefore corrcluded that the most desirable
arrangement for the conduct of law of the sea activities within the United Nations
Secretariatr taking into account aLso the need to ensure maximum efficiency and
economy' is to establish the Office of the Special Representative as the office
restrnnsibLe for law of the sea affairs. Ttrat Office qould carry out those new
req]onsibilities whictr derive fron the Convention and other decisions relating to
the Law of ttre sear including that of giving substantive support to the pretrnratory
Corunission and ensuring the co-operation of other detrnrtments and units of the
Secretariat on matters relating to tlreir particular areas of corpetence. Orly in
this way can the servicing of the Preparatory Commission take place wittrout having
to duplica-tq pxisting capabilities of the Secretariat. The experiences of the Snst
14 years in the gervicing of the Sea-Bed Conmittee and the Confererce on the Iaw of
the Sea have anply delrnnstrated that this is the nos.t economical and eff icient way
of giving substantive support to an activity of primary importance to the United
Itlations, tltat reguires legalr technicalr economic, financial and conunercial
expertise whictt, to a Large extent, is available within the United Nations
Secretariat.

V. AREAS O8 ACTIVITY OF THE OFFICE 8OR Ll[{ OF TEE SEA AFFAIRS

16. The main areas of activity rvould be as folLows:

I. Reports on developments relevant to the new legal

(a) Preparation of reports on 'issues of a general nature wtrich have arisen
with respect to lhe Oonvention' (art. 319), in co-operation with other
de;nrtnents of the Secretariat, wittrin their areas of competencet

(b) Pretrnration of general studies for the General A.ssembly, Ibonomic and
Social Council and speciallzed United Nations bodies, relating to Legal,
lrcliticalr economic and technical developments affecting the oceanst

(c) Preparation of a Law of the Sea periodic publication to provide for
regular dissenination of information indicative of the acceptance and
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implementation of the Convention, including the adoption of national Laws

and regulations, State practice, new agreements affecting the provisions
of the Oonventionl decisions of States on settlentent of disputes
proceduresr decisions of arbitral and other bodiesr and other relevant
developments in international law.

This reporting activity depends upon the establislrnent and maintenance of a broad
information baser for which iten III below provides; various research and study
activities under item IV belowl and cornrnunications and consultations with
@verrunents, as requiredl and the conpetent international organizations to ensure
conformity with the intent and purpoEe of Article 319 of the Convention' as
provided under iten VI below. It is understood aLso that thls reporting activity
will ernornpass information on preparations for the International SerBed Authority
and the International Tribunal for the Iaw of the Sea.

II. Activities associated w and lists of
tes and serv

Continental Shelf

(a) Receipt of inf,ormation (charts and lists of co-ordinates) giving
baselines, the various linits of national jurisdiction and lines of
delirnitationy arrangements for rnaking available this information and
inforrnation reLevant to the delirnitation of the international sea-bed
area from areas under national jurisdictionl

(b) pretrnrations for the establishment of the secretariat for the Conrnission
on the timits of the Continental Shelf wittr attention to the arrangements
that wilL be required to provide scientific and tectrnical advice to
States making such requests of the Corunission, and taking account of the
close co-operative relations with the IntergovernmentaL Oceanographic
Corunittee, the International Hydrograplric Organization (UNESCO/T@') ' and

other international organizations as calLed for under the @nvention.

III. Infornation activities

Provision of, a Iaw gf the Sea Informatlon Service

(i) Collection of national policies, lawsr regulations and
administrative or institutional arrangements, bilateral, subregional
ard reglonal agreements and arrangementsl and relevant international
legaI naterialsi

The development of an information capability wittt resPect to
Iegislative materials requires special efforts of locationr
auttrentication and translationl systenatic Etorage of materiaLs and
the ability to retrieve on and according to requestt and pretrnration
of bulletins and sinilar information productsl

(a)
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(ii) l4ajor United Nations system progranunes and projects in the marine
sector t

(iii) Specializ'ed information and data reguired for the work of the
Pretrnratory Comnissioni

(iv) Specialized information and data required for the future Commission
on the tinits of the Continental Shelfl

(b) Establistunent.of a separate Law of the Sea Refererre Collection,
based on the special library set up for the Oonfererrce:

(i) t{aintenance of Confererpe documentation and relevant documentation
of ttre United tilations and specialized agenciesl

(1i) Development of the Law of the Sea Collection, including baslc
materials in scientific, technical- and economic fieldst

(iii) Preparation of bibliographiesl

(iv) Development of specialized library and archival requirernents of the
institutions to be established at ilamaica and the Federal Republic
of Germanyi

(v) Development of specialized collection for the Cornrnission on the
continental shelfi

(c) Developrrent of arrangements for information exchange among the different
entities involved in settle , vIz., United

Court of Justice,
and the Registrar of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Seae
once establishedl andr for special arbitral tribunals, the secrerariats
of the United Nations Environment Programrne., the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United l,lations, the International Maritime
Organization and UNESCO,/IOC.

Iv. Research, studles and advisory actlvities

(a) Systernatic collection and analysis of national legislation in all matters
pertaining to the implenentation by States of ttreir rights and duties in
areas under their national jurisdictionl

(b) Advice and assistance, on request, with regard to the forrnuLation of
marine policy, J.egislative review and preparation of new or modifying
legislationt development of legislative guidelines as needs deterninet

(c) advice on formulation and inplementation of technical assistance projects
having legal or institutional eLementsT
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(d) Special studies and advisory activitiesr irrcIuding those conducted
jointly with specialized agerrcies and wittr research and studies
institutions of the United tiliations system; /

(e) Assistance to regional comrnissions and other United NationE bodies in t'he

forrmr1ation of marine progranmes under the new legal rdgime and pronotion
of counplementary research, studies and advisory activities at the
regional level; frl

(f) Iegal research, studies and drafting activities for the Preparatory
Conmissioni

(g) Finarrcialr €cooonic and technical analysis and studies for the
Pretrraratory Comnission.

v. Promotionr education and training activities

(a) Preparation of general articLes and information materialsl provision of
speakers, etc.2 in connection with the promotion of the widest public
awareness of the achievements of the Conference and of acceptance and
implementation of the bnventionT

(b) Preparatiqn of briefing materials for use by technical assistance
experts, Resident Co-ordinatorsr UNDP Resident Representativesr etc.3

(c) Assistarne to semlnars and workshops organized by Governments or United
l{atione organizations and agencies, as requiredt joint sponsorship where

. approprtate, '

(d) Provision of information and advice to educational lnstitutions
specializing in Iaw of the Seal

(e) pevel.opment and adninistration of the Hanilton Shirley Amerasinghe
FeIlolrshiPl

(f) pevelopnent and administration of a training scheme for personnel
designated by the Pretrnratory Conunission.

VI. Ilarmonization of activities at Secretariat and Unitqd Natlon€

-.'General requirenents with respect to:

. 
(i) Meetings of various intergovernmental bodies, seminars, etc.?

(ii) Activities jointly undertaken with United Nations organizations and
agerrc iesl
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(iii) Arrangements for fLow of information to and from United Nations
departments, regional cormrissions, secretariats of specialized agencies
and normal channels of infornation available within the system;

(iv) The various ceordinating mechanisnns in the United Nations system on
marine affairs.

The establishment of special nechanisms, wittrin the frarnenork of the Administrative
Conunittee on Co-ordination, particularly for corumrnications and consultations
correrning reports prepared under Article 319 of the Convention, will have to be
considered.

vr. sERvrcrNG REQUIREMENTS OF THE PREPARAIOW COMMISSION

L7. Under resolution I of the Conference on the establishment of the PreEnratory
Comnission for the International Se+Bed Authority and the International Tribunal
for the Iaw of the Sear the Secretarfceneral is required to convene the Conuuission
no sooner than 60 days and no later than 90 days following signature of or
accession to the Oonvention by 50 States. ft is entirely possible' therefore' that
the Preparatory Conunission will be able to hotd its first meeting in March 1983.

I8. Under paragraph 15 of ttris resolution, the Secretarlr-General "shall make
available to the Corunission such secretariat services as nay be required". Wtrile
the powers and functions of the Conunissionr including ttrose assigned to it by
resolution If of the Conference on preparatory lnvestment, clearly indicate thq
need for a wide range of secretarlat gervices, actual rgquirements will greatly
depend on the degree of detail reguired inr and the rate2 duration and structuring
of tlre work of the Corunission. The Secretarfceneral therefore proposes to adopt a
flexible approach to the servicing of the Comnlssion, at least for the initial
phases of lts work, by ensuring that the Corunlssion would have first called on. the
relevant Secretariat resources whictr have been devoted. to the servicing of the
Conference, and that the Office for Iaw of the Sea Af,fairs will be able to draw on
other existing resources of the United Nations Secretariat where relevant. Since
the services reguired lnvoLve collection and aasesanent of considerable information
and datar extensive research and analysis of scienttfic, technicalr operationalr
financial and economic aspects of deep sea-bed resource development and managenentt
as well as major legal drafting activities, g5!-@ tearns of United Nations
Secretariat e:(perts would be formed as and when required to provide special-ized'
advice and assistarpe.

19. To assist the Preparatory Corullssion in the adoption of its rules of
. procedurer the formulation of its programne of work and the adoption of the various
decisions reguired for the inplementation of resolution II governing preparatory
investment, the Secretary--General intends to circulate, in conjurntion with the
convening of the Corunission, a menorandurn detailirg the possible scope and content
of its work. Special mention is made of the impJ.ementation of resolution II Since
it would be necessary for the Corunission first to adopt the relevant procedures
with respect to appl.ication and registration of pioneer investors and the
supervision of pioneer activities before it could begln'to furction effectively for
the purposes of trnragraph 2 of resolution II. 

/...
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l.lotes

!/ ArEs. 3L2, 313, 314 and 315.

!/ Sudt activities are expected in connection with the preparations for the
1984 FAO Wor1d Conference on Fisheries Management and Development.

f/ The Secretariat, is already providing assistance in this connection to two
of the regional commissions and has been requested to provide additional assistarce.


