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l. At its 80th, 83rd and meetings on 26 June, 1 and July 13853,
the Standing Committee on-Petiticna, conpozed of the representatives of Belgium,
the Dominican Republic, El Selvador, New Zealand, the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, and the United States of America, exsmined the eighteen petitions
concerning the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands which are listed in the
preceding Table of Contents,.

2. Mr. James A. McComnell participated in the examination as the special
representative of the Adminigtering Authority concerned,

3._ The Stending Committee submite herewith to the Council its report on these
petitions and recommends, in accordance with rule S0, paragraph 6, of the
Council?s ruleg of procedure, that the Council decide that no special infofmation
is required concerning the action taken on the draft resolutions in sections

inclueive.
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 PART I - PETITIONS MAINLY CONCERNED WITH THE PAYMENT
OF COMPENSATION FOR WAR DAMAGE ;
Introduction -
l.. -The signatories of the six petitions prescr’cd in this part (T/PET.10/8,
10, 13, 14, 15 and 23) are anxioug for, inter alia,. ccmpensation in respect of®
damages susteined as a result of World War II¢  Such damage  comprigses loss of
life or property, spoliation of lend es the result of military operations, loss
of lend due to the obliteration of boundary marks, and the non-redemption of .-
Japanese currency, postal savings and war bonds." ]
.. 2¢ - Similar claims for compcasation were put forward in three petitions,
T/PET.10/2, 6 and 7T, which vere exauined by the Council at its eighth session.
The Council then noted that war damage claims were under study by the Administering
Authority and that claims re;2rding the expropriation of lands were being actively
processed (resolution 314 (VIil)), and it ecdopted a recommendation in which, taking
note of the problem concerning the redempticn of Japanese currency and postal
savings, it exrrecced tie hope that the Administering Authority would find an
equitsble solution to the problem as soon as possible.
Je The United Nations Visiting Mission to Trust Territories in the Pacific,
1953, states in its report (T/1055, para. 82) that the problem of land ownership
among the Micronesians is princinally a legacy of World War II., The whole
problem is discussed in paragraphs 81 to 90 of the report, and in paragraph 86
the Visiting Mission expressed the opinion that the Administering Authority
should give high priority to the settlement of clzims against it for land
destroyed or otherwisz taken from the locai inhebitants after United States
occupation, The question of the unredecemed Japarese bonds, savings and currency
in the hands of the Islanders is discussed by the Visiting Mission in paragraphs
66-T1 of its report; and in paragraph Tl the Mission, though fully sppreciabting
that the claeims for redemption do not represent a legal responsibility incurred
by the Administering Authority, believes that some final action should be teken,
and that every effort should be made to conclude with the Japanese Government

arrangements which would assure to the Islanders a certain measure of satisfaction.
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4. The observations of the Administering Authority on-the subject of claims

for war demage are-contained in T/0BS.10/1, section 1, and are written in relation
. to the petition from Representatives of the.Pe0ple'of-Saipan - T/PET.10/8. - In so
far as the observations-are of general application to'all claims for war damage,
~they will be summarized here. '

5. . The Administration states that it. is highly conscious of the problem of
restoring war-damaged lands to their former productive capacity, but that the
removal of debris, corel, etc., is a long-range vrdertaking, dependent upon the
availability of labour and equipment. in order to provide some reliéf from the

. .distressed conditions on Seipan, the Administrction has provided free of charge

~ 454 homes and. building materizls to construct an estimated 370 additional homes.
6. The question of compens:..on for the uge of private or public lands in the
 Trust-Territory by the frmed Forces of the United States, is under consideration
by the Administering Authority. - Informaticn. needed for the payment of
compensation and settlement of land claims is being compiled. The compilation
proceeds slowly, however, since many land records and survey markers were
destroyed during the war years, and the records that remain have to be translated
from Japanese.

7. Responsibility for examining claims to public lands of the Trust Territory
lies with the Land and Claims Administrator; whose determination in any case may
be appealed to the High Court of the Trust Terrilcry. If no appeal is entered
within one year, his findings become final. Until 1 January 1953, the activities
of the Land and Claims Administrator were confined for the greatest part to
Saipan. On that date his headquarters were transferred to Truk where operations
are being reorganized to facilitate consideration of claims in the Caroline and
Marshall Islands. Of the 1080 claims for the return of land entered at Saipan,
433 have been settled.

8. Reference is made in T/rET.10/8 to claims arising froa the actions of Japan
prior to and during the war. On this, the Administering Authority observes that
Article 4 (a) of the Treaty of Peace with Jupan provides, in part, that claims of
the residents and adminicteri: authorities of certain areas, including the Trust
Territory of the Paciiic Islands, against Janan and its nationals shall be the



7/C.2/L.48
English
Page 6

subject of special arrangements between Japan and such authorities. The
V'Administering Authority is currently giving consideration to the type of claims
which may be appropriately included in any special arrangements to be negotiated
- with Japan on behalf of the residents of the Trust Territory pursuant to the
provisions of Article 4 (a) of the Treaty. The problem raised by these claims
are numerous and complex, but the Adminigtering Authority is acutely conscious of
the importance of them to the pacple and plans are under study for disposing of
the claims. ! '

9. Following the cessation of hostilities, yen holdings of the inhabitants of
the Trust Territory were collected and receipts were piven for all sums in excess
of ¥1000 held by individuals. Each yen holder received dollars, at the rate of
¥20 to $1, in exchange for ¥1000 or less. The Administering Authority is aware
of the difficult situation resulting from the partiel redemption of yen currency
and hopes that a satisfactory solution will be found for it.
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for the population of Guam following +be Var. Relief under the act was limited
to claims arising in Guem ‘and filed by 1 Decenber 1946 by permanent residenta

of Guam. This legislation was, of course, enacted prior to the essumption of
responsibility by the United States for the aw unistration of the Truet Territory
under the Truateeehip Agreement.

L. 'I'he Administerinr: Authonty edcs thet no person or group of persons on
Ponape he.e received ccmpeneat..on from Jevan for war denages. .

5. The Administering Aumor:.ty confir.s (T/0BS.10/1 section l) that proposed
org,anic legislation for ‘the Trust Territory r:s been reintrocduced in. the present
Congress and states that hear*-_go are plannz) on th:.s legle.r_.c:.on in the near
future by the appropriate Committee of‘ the House of Representatives. :

6.  The petition was examined en. c,.ecm;aed et the 80th, 63rd and meetings
of the Standing Committee (documents -/C. 2/SB r10, 83 and . ).

i The special repreoentative informed the Comn:ttee that the most important
queetion covered by this petition was that of land now considered to be public
domain. In Saipan, where the inhabitabl‘_ area was 119 square mlles, 98 square
mileg were ccngidered to be public dorain, 12 square miles were in private
ovnership and 6 equare miles were in dispute. ~ The 'Administlrotion itself occupied
only 1/2 squere mile. . _ '

8. The special repreeentat~ ve informed the Committee the.t the Japancse assets

of the population of de.ipan amounted to about 50,000 yen in unredeexr.ed currency,
24,000 yen in postal savings and 34,{:00 yen in bonue. Similar figures for other
' areas are not availeble. ' Tre special representative stated that the Administratior
hoPed'to' ‘find fonds to redeem the curreucy and to echieve progress ln negotiations
with ‘Japan on the 'sevings ard bonds within the coming yoar. |

9. At ite ' meet.ingl, the Comrittee adopted, by votes to

with o.betention, the following draft reeol.‘tion_. which it .recommends

that the Cou.ncil adopt.
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II. Petition from Mr.Alfonso '~ T/PET.10/10

1, The petitioner and the others on whose behalf he writés - for he writes as
"we" - first enquire why no action has been taken on claims which were submitted
in regpect of food seized by the Japanese army. They then request the following
compensation for war damages: - $25,556.75 for each death; . $2,876.80 for each

bomb dropped on a man's land or trees; and $5,578.65.for each house destroyed.. -
2. The petitioners raise algso several econdmié questions. They wish to
establish their -own prices for their local produce; they complein of the high
passenger rates between the Truk Islands and Ponapé;. and they question the

Island Trading Company's practice of determining the weight of copra in a bag

by deducting one and a half pounds for the weight of the bag itself - when, in
their view, a bag weighs a pound at the most. -

3. As regards the requests in paragraph 1, attention is drawn to the observations
of the Administering Authority reproduced in paragraphs 5-8 of the introduction to
this part of the report. '

4. The Administering Authority states (T/OBS.10/2, section 1) that no local
products, except copra, are subject to price controls, and a seller is free to

ask whatever price he wishes. It is rot, of course, possible to guarantee that
purchasers can always be found who will pay the price that is asked. This fact
has been explained to Mr. Alfonso since the petition was received.

5. Surface transportation in the Trust Territory is provided by Government-
owned vessels operated under ccntract by Pacific Micronesian Lines, -Inc., a private
operator. The tariff schedules of the company are subject to the approval of the
High Commissioner. Effort has been made to provide low-cost transportation and
yet to maintain tariff rates which would be comparable to those charged if it were
possible to run the operation on a purely commercial basis. At the present time,
tke Trust Territory Government is bearing & large portion of the cost of the
cperation, the remainder being accounted for by passenger and cergo revenues,
including thoge tariffs paid by the Island Trading Company for the shipment of

1te cargo. Deck passage from Truk to Ponape via Pacific Micronesian Lines
vessels costs $11.55 (385 miles at $.03 per tariff mile), and cabin passage $15.40
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(385 miles at $.04 per tariff mile). Freipght rates in the territory, as
elsevhere, vary according to the'types of commodities trénsported. There is no
transportation tex in the Trust Territory. '

6. The averaga weight of copra bags used in the Trust Territory has been
determined to be 1.5 pounds. The Island Trading Company established this as the
average welght by weighing representative samples of bags to be used to contain
copra. Since it is an average, it is possible that some bags used weigh 1 pound,
but these are offset by the use of heavier begs which sometimes exceed 2 pounds

in weight. ; ' '

7. The petition was examined and discussed at the 80th, 83rd and meetings
of the Standing Cormittee (documents T/C.2/SR.80, 83 and ).

8. At its meeting, the Cczmittee adopted, by votes to

with abstention, the following draft resolution, which it recommends

that the Council adopt.
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Poetition from Mr. Alfonso (T/PET.10/10) concerning
the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islanda

" The’ Trustenship Council
Actinp under Article 8? b of the Charter and in accordance with its rulés
of procedure,

" Having accepted and examined at 1ts twelfth session the petition from:
Mr. Alfonso (T/PET.10/10) in consultation with the United States of Americd as
" the Administering Authority concerned, which designate& Mr. James A. McConnell
as special répresentative, : '

Having taken note of the written observations of the Administering"
Authority (T/0BS.10/2) as well as of the oral statement of the special
representative (T/C.2/SR.80,83), ' o

Having taken note of the relevant report of the Standing Committee on
Petitions (T/L: , section ' Yo '

~ With regard to the questlion of war damages; .
1. - Draws the attention of the petitioner to Resolution ... (XII) adopted by
the Council on the petition from Representatives of the Péople 6f'Saiﬁan
(T/PET.10/8) which also raises the question of war damuges;
2. Draws the attention of the petitioner to the observations of the
Administering Authority on the other questions he has raised;
3. Invites the Secretary-General to inform the Administering Authority and
the petitioner of this resolution in accordance with rule 93 of the rules of
prdcedure for the Truéteeship Council.
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ITI. Petition from Mr. L. Henry - T/FET.10/13

1. The petitioner raises in a general way'the question of éémpenaation for
var damage and the exchange of Japanese money, postal savings and war bonds.
He states that the Americen military Government exchanged up to 1,000 yen with
every holder of Japanese money, and enquires what will be done ébout_Jhpqnese
money in excess of that value. _ . |

2. . The petitioner concludes with an expression of satisfaction at the manner
.in which Ponape 1s administered, and singles out the hospital and schools for
special mention, ; .
3. Attention is drawn to the ohservations of the Administeringhﬂuthority
reproduced in paragraphs 5 - 9 of the introduction to this part of_fhe report.
4, The petition was examined and discussed at the 80th, 83fd and

meetings of the Standing Committee (documents T/Cc.2/SR.80, 83 and [
5. At its meeting, the Compittee adopted, by votes to

with abstention , the following draft resolution, which it recommends
that the Council adopt. B

e
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Petition from Mr. L. Henry (T/PET.10/13) concerning the
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands

The Trusteeship Council
Acting under Article 87 b of the Charter and in accordance with its rules

of procedure,
Having accepted and examined at its twelfth session the petition from -
. Mr. L. Henry (T/FET.10/13) in consultation with the United States of America
as the Administering Authority concerned, which designated Mr. James A.McConnell

as s precial. representative,
Having taken note of the written observations of the Administering Authority

(T/0BS.10/1) as well as of the oral statement of the special representative
(r/c.2/sr.80,83), |
Havineg taken note of the relevant report of the Standing Committee on
Petitions (T/L. , section )
‘1. Draws the attention of the petitionsr to resolution ... (XII) adopted by
the Council on the petition from representatives of the people of Saipan
(T/PET.10/8) which also raises the question of war damage compensation and

related claims; ‘
2. Invites the Secretary-General to inform the Administering Authority and

the petitioner of this resolution in accordance with rule 93 of the rules of
procedure for the Trusteeship Council.
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IV. Petition from Mr. F. Rodriguez - T/PET.10/1k4

1. Mr. Rodriguez raises in a general mammer the questions of  compensation
for war damage end the exchange of Japenese postal savings and money for

U.S. currency. E :

2, Attention is drawn to the observations of the Administering Authority
reproduced in'par&grapha 5 = 9 of the introduction to this part of the report.
3. The petition was examined and discussed at the 80th, 83rd and’ '
meetings of the Standing Committee (documents T/C.2/SR.80, 83, and _ )
L, At its meeting, the Committee adopted by votes to

with ' abstention , the fcllowing draft resolution, which it recommends
that the Council adopt.
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Petition from:Mr. B« Redrifucs :(T/PRTA0/1k4): ‘dorcerning
“the Trust’ Territory of the Pacific Islands

T S L

The Truateeshin Counc*l

Acting under Article 87 b qf the ”harter and in accordance with its rules
of procedure,‘ i

Having accoptad and e“~1ineﬂ a+ jta tdelfth session the petition from _
Mr, F. Rodriguez (T/PET 10/14) ia GOﬁuultation with the United States of America
as the Administering Authority concerned, vhich designated Mr Jamea A, McComnell
‘as special representative, ) s ;

' Having taken note of the vritten observat*wns of the Adminiatering Authority
(T/bBS 10/1) es well as of the o.al etatement of the special representative
(t/c.2/SR.80, 83), :

Having taken note of the relevant report ol the Standing Committee on
Petitions (T/L. , section ),
1. Draws the attention of the petitior.» to resolution ... (XII) adopted by
the Councll on the petition from represeratives of the people of Sairan
(T/PET.10/8) which also raises the questions of war damage compensation and
related claims;
2. Invites the Secretary—General to inform the Administering Authcrity and the
petitioner of this resolution in accordance with rule 93 of the rules of
procedure for the Trusteeship Council, and in addition to transmit to the
petitioner a copy of resolution ... (XII).
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V. Petition from Officials of tho Kiti District - T/PET.10/15

1. These petitioners raise the gquestion of the éxch&nge by the Americén
Military Government of Japanese currency and postal savings. o,

2, Attention is dravm to the'obaefvationa of thé Administering Authority
reproduced in paragraph 9 of the introducticen fo this part of the report.

3. The petition was examined and discussed at the 80th, 83rd, and ,
meetings of the Standinz Committee (documents T/C.2/SR.80, 83, and ¥
4., At its meeting, the Committee adonted, by __ votes to )
with abstention , the following draft resolution, which it recommends
that the Council adopt. ' : : '
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Petition from Officlals of the Kiti District (T/PRT.10/15)
cencerning The Trust Territory of the Pacific-Islands

'I‘he Trust elea’i’lip Cﬂuncil

... Acting under Article 87 b of the Cha.rt‘er and in accorﬁance with its
rules of procedare s '

: Having acrepted and exa.mined at its twe}i'th pes3ion the petition Tron
Officials of the Kiti District (7/PET.10/15) in consultation with the United

States of America as the Administering Authoriby emuerned, which designated

Mr. .Tames A M:Cennell as apecial rapresentative,

Ha.vmg taken ncte of the written observamons cf the Administering Authority
(T/0BS ,10/1) as well as «f the oral statement of “he specia" representa.tive
(T/c .2/SR 80, 83), :

_ Having_":aken not te of the relevant report of the Standing Committee on
Potitions (T/L. ) section —

1. Draws the at‘:enulon of the petitioners to resolution ... (X11) adopted by
the Council on the peuitions from representatives of the people of Saipe.n
(T/I’ETH.O/B) which also raises the questions of war d&nmge compensa.tion and
related claims, _ ‘ _

2. Invites the Secretary-General to inform the Adminiateri}zg Authority and
the petitlionere of this resolution in accordance with rule 93 of the rules of
procedure for the Trusteeship Council, and in addition to transmit to the

petitioners a copy of resolution ... (XII).
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VI, Petition from Mr. Aesea David and Others - T/PET,10/23 ..

1. The 288 petitioners seek payment of war damage claims and rent for lands
occupied now and in the past by the United States Government.*

2. Iland which has been "destroyed” has been surveyed (presumably to ascertain
the extent of the damege done), but the petitioners are sceptical of the value
of su:h a survey since it wi]_‘L not enable the Administration to find out how
many coconut trees were deatroyed. The Japanese, on ths other hand, when they
destroyed places ; paid the compenaai;ibn demandcd, without any survey.

3. If the Administration de]a.ys paymén"t, the petitioners would like “to .be
given, food, or goods, in adva.nca, tne value thereof to be deducted from the
final settlement of their claims, ' .

k.  Attention is drawn to the observations of the Administering Authority
reproduced in pe.ra.graphs 5 « 8 of the introduction to this part of the report.
5. The petition was examined and discussed at the 80th, 83rd, and.

meetings of the Standing Committee (documents T/C.2/SR.80, 83, and: ).

6. At its ____ rmeoting, the Committee adopted, by " yvotes to .

with _ ebatention , the following draft resolution, which it recommends
that the Council a.dopt. '
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Petition from Mr. Aissea David and others (T/FET.10/23)
concerning the Trust Territory of the Facific Islands

The Truéteeship Council _
Acting under Article 87 b of the Charter and in accordance with its rules

of procedure,
_HaQing eccepted and axamined at 1ts twelfth session the petition from
Mr. Alesea David and others (T/PET.10/23) in consuliation with the United States
of America es the Adminis ering Authority concerned, which designated
Mr. James A. McConnell as special representative,

HBaving taken nots of the written observations of the Administering Authorit;
(T/OBS.lO/l) ag well as of the oral statement of the special representative
(r/c.2/sR.80, 83), |

Having taken note of the relevant report of the Standing Committee on
Petitions (7/L. , section 5 P '

1. Draws the attention of the petitioners to resolution ... (XII) adopted by
the Council on the petition from representatives of the people of Saipan
(T/PET.ILO/B) which also raises the question of war damage compensation and )
related claims: - i

2. Invites the Secretary-General to inform the Administering Authority and
the petitioners of this resolution in accordance with rule 93 of the rules of
procedure for the Trusteeship Council, and in addition to transmit to the

petitioners a copy of resolution ... (XII).
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-PART II - OTHER PETITIONS

VII. Potition from Mrs. A. Emaimelei on behelf of the Women of Palau -
T/PET,.10/9

: Thé'petitioner requests that women be appointed to the judiciary in Palau.
There is, she says, a good deal of immorality and drunkennese in the Island, and
she considers that women megistretes would have more influence with women
delinquents. She claims, too, that when a husband dies there is often delay
in enforcing the custom that requires his widow to be provided for - and this
she ascribes to the fault of male magistrates. TFinally, the petitioner
considéfé'that the admiss’on of women to the judiciary would pave the way to
their participation in local government. She states that women have as yet
little share in formulating local government policy; although there are women
members of the Palau Congress, the Congress's sole function is to make
recormendations to the District Administrator.

2. The 1953 Visiting Mission felt that due consideration should be given to
the petitioner's request (T/1055, para. 131). The Mission had noted earlier
(T/1055, para. 31) that all magistrates in the Palau Distirict are now elected

to office. '

3. (The petitioner was the author of T/PET.lO/B - a plea for the prohibition
on the manufacture of alcoholic beverages, on which the Council, by resolution
315 [ﬁill? drew her attention to the fact that prohibition was within the power
of each municipality). -

4. The Administering Authority states (T/0BS.10/1, section 2) that there is no
restriction on the participation of women in the courts of the Trust Territory.
The only requirement for appointment es a Judge is that the appointes shall be
reasonably well qualified in & knowledge of the laws under which the people live
particularly with reference to local customc and traditions. Community Court
judges cre appointed, by the District Administrator of the district in which the
municipality 1s loceted, :mon nominations either by popular vote or otherwise es
the District Administrator deems most in accord with the wishes of the people of
the municipality or community and comsistent with the proper edministration of
Justice. Dis%rict Court judges erc aprointed by the High Commisslouner, in
consalintion with the Chief Justice of the Trust Wevwitory, upon nomination by

the District Administrator, who sollcits recommendations from groups of civic-
minded- islanders of tle district in which the Court is located.
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5. Apart from the direct influence which women have on the mores of Palauan
society, ‘women are eli”ib“ > for and actually participate in the Palau Congress
where they can bring to t\é Administration's attention such changes in laws as
may be desired., ' Furthermore, the Administration is attempting to lead the way
tovards a democratic treotment of women by following a policy of non-
discrimination in its own activities, such as in employment, and by encouraging
vomen to engege in civic activities which were formerly considered the province
of men only. Section 7 of the Code of the Trust Territory provides that no law
shall be enacted in the Trust Territory which discriminates against any person
on account of sex and neither shall the equal epplication of laws be denied.

6. The Palau Congress has functioned as an advisory body on island affairs
since July 4, 1947. It is composed of the magistrates of the various
‘municipalities (popularly-elooted officials), sitting as ex-officio members, and
other members elected for a two year term from each municlpality on a
representative basis.. The Congress contains two elected congresswomen. It
meets at least once a year and usually diccusses and passes resolutions on
economic and related subjects, such as taxes, land questions, regulations for
trochus fishing, and others. These resolutions are passed to the District
Administrator who forwards them to the High Commissioner with his comments.

Wherever possible and whcere the resolutions of the Congress do not contravene
. policies of the Administering Authority or the objectives of trusteeship, they
are adopted as local or territorial regulations or incorporated into local
District Administration policy.
7. The reccntly organized Palau Community Center has as one of its major
purposes the development of a wholesome community spirit and a body of
constructive interests which would develop civic responsibility, increase self-
reliance, and revitalize the cultural aspects of Palauan society. The
Community Center is expected to play a aignificant role in alleviating those
problems touched upon by Mrs. Emaimelei. The 1950 Alcoholic Beverage Control
regulation of the Palau District is now under review, with consideration being
given to promulgation of a revised statute.
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8. The petitioa wasc examined end discussed at the 83rd end. .. _ meetinge
of the Standing Committee (documents-'l‘/c .2;’811.83 end o bl

9. At its meeting, the Committes edopted, by ____votes to
with abstention: , the following draft resolution, vhich it recommends
that the Council adopt.
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Petition from Mrs, A.Emaimelel cn behalf of the
Women of Palau T/PET.10/9 concerning the Trust
Territory of the Pacific Islands

The Trusteeshlp Council

Acting under Article 87 b of the Charter and in accordance with its
rules of procedure, v
Having accepted and examined at 1ts twelfth session the petition from
Mrs, A, Fmaimelel on behalf of the Women of Palau (T/PET.10/9) in consultation
with the United States of America as the Administering Authority concerned,
‘ whicfl designated Mr. James A, McConnell as special represenvative, - '

-Javing taken note of the written observations of the Administering
~ Authority (T/0BS5,10/1) as well as of .the oral statement of the special
repressntative (T/C.2/SR.83), '

Eaving taksn note of the relevant report of the Standing Committee on
'Petitiona-(T;’L , section Y0 '
1. CExpresses the hope that the Administering Authority will encourage in
appropriate cases the election or appointment of women to the judiclary in

Palau;
2., Draws the attention of the petitioner to the statement of the Administerin[

Authority that the 1950 Alcoholic Beverage Control regulation of the Palau

district 1s now under- review; . S ofE : :
3. Invites the Secretary-General to inform the Adminis‘baring Authority and
the petitioner of this resolution in accordance with rule 93 of the rules of

procedure for the Trusteeship Council.
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VIII. Petitions concerning the entry of Japanese nationals 1nto the Trust
Territory (T/PET.10/11 and 1.2) .

1. The entry of Japanese nationals into the Territory wes among the
questions raised in T/PET,10/2, 1In its resolution 314(VIII) on that petition,
the Council noted that the then policy did not permit the entry of Japanese
na'bioﬁa.ls as residents , but that every oppdrtmit-y had been extended for the
families of repatria.‘bed. Japanese to be Joined In Japan; and the Council invited
the Administerjng Authority to include, in 1ts next annual report, informtion
on the return of J’apanese naticnals to thelr families in the Territory.
2, The q_uastion 1s discuseed in rare. 136-137 of the report of the 1953 Visitin
Mission, The Mission was informed that no re-entry permits had been granted
to Japanese nationals. o
3. The question 1s the subJect of two petitions now before the Council.
In T/PET,10/11, Madam Ana pleads for the return to her at Ponape of her two
children now in Jepan. In T/PET,10/12, Mr, M, Iriarte asks that permission
to enter the Trust Territory be granted to the following categorles of Japanese,
provided that they ﬁtend. to become citizens of the Territory:

\(a)' Those married ’» the church to Ponapean women who have not subsequentl

rerarried and are waitlog for thelr husbands to return;

(b, Those born of Ponapean wowen; '

(¢) Those who married Ponapean women and had children by them.
4, The Administering Authority states (T/0BS.10/1, section 3) that the return
en bloc of former Japanese dr any other foreign residents is undesirable for
social and oconomic reasons., Nevertheless, subject to appropriate security
clearance, the Administering Authority would consider the entry for permanent
residence of Japanese spouses and children of mixcd unions where the members
of the family concerned are agrecable to tho retwn, and when prior Investigatic
reveals in each case that the returnees are acceptable to the particular
Micronesian community and that their return would not create serious social and
economic problems,
5. The father of Madam Ana's children was a Japanese national, and the childre:
returned to Japan with him when he was repatriated in 1946, General sentiment
expressed by Ponape islanders appears to be opposed to any large scale retwrn
of the Japanese, but does favour return of Japanecse husbands of local women &8s
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woll as part-Ponapean children of such mixed uniona. Tha cases presented in

both petitions as well as all other requests for repatriation, will be reviewed
in the light of the pclicy stated above,

6. These puyitions wors ewawiaed and @isiussed a* the 83rd and -meetings

of the Etaniing Committeo (documents T/C.:.: .83 and _ ___1 -
Te At 1ts meeting, the Committee adopted, by votea to
with absteﬁtion ’ the follmring draft resolution, which 1% recommends

that the Council ad.opt
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Potition fron Maden Ana QT/PET....Ofll) and
Mr. M. Iriarte (T/FET.10/12). concerning the
Trust Territory of the Facific Islands . .

The Trusteeghip Council - _ e : 5 4%
Acb‘[ng under Article 87 b.of the Charter and in accordance with its rulea

of procedure, CRR ,
Heving accephed and exomined at its twelfth seeaion the petitions from

Vadem Ana (T/PET.10/11) and Mr. M. Irierte (T/PET.i0/12) in consultation with
the United States of America as the Administering Authority concerned, which
designated Mr. James A. McConnell as spzsclal representative,

Having taken note of the written observations of the Administerlng Authority
(T/0BS.10/1) as well as of the oral statement of the special representative

(r/c.2/sr.83),
Having teken note of the relevant report of the Standing Committee on
Petitions (T/L. , section ¥

1. Drawas the attention of the petitioner to the observations of the Administering

Authority and in particular to the statement that:
(a) The Administering Authority will consider the entry into the Territory
for permanent residence, subjJect to security clearance, of Japanese spouses
end children of mixed unicns wheré the memuers of the family concerned are
agreeable to the return, and when prior investigation reveals in each case
that the returnees are acceptable to the particular Micronesian commumnity
and that their return would not create serious social and economic problems;
(b) The petitioners' requests, as well as all other requests for
repatriation, will be reviewed in the light of this policy, .

2, Decides that under the circumstances ro recommendation by ths Council is

necessary;

3. Invites the Secretary-General to inform the Administering Authority and
the petitioner of this resolution in accordance with rule 93 of the rules of
procedure for the Trusteeship Council.
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IX. Poditions_concerning the "Remainder of the Districts" . (T/PET.10/16 and 17)

1. There are now to be presented two petitions of-whic;_h the. comron. concern

1s with thé "Remainder of the Districts" - & term which originated under German
rule -and means tribal land which was uncultivated at the time when the Germans
arrived and is now public domain, ITand problems are discussed by the 1953
Visiting Mission in pam ,.B1-90 of its report (T/1055), and .in pars.90 the. .
Mission concludes that the Islanders' Interests in public domain can best be
 safeguarded through their active participation in the District Land Advisory
Boards, and that steps should be taken to ensvre such participation by explainin:
‘to the people the provisions of the Land Iaw and the uses to which public land

"~ will be put, ' . 3

2, In T/PET.10/17, Mr, !I, Iriarte states that the "Rerainder of the Districts",
“~which under German rule were recognlzed Iin the deeds to be parts of the Ponapeans!
own land, under Japanese rule were changed to "government land". This practice
was continueld under American rule, It 1s asked that this injustice be remedied
‘and that the profits-.from these lands be returned to the various districts.,

3. In T /PET,10/16, Mr, Cerl Kohler, Chairman, People's House,. Ponape Congress,
requests that the "Remainder of the Districts" be regarded as their owm property
and not merely leased to them., In addition, Mr. Kohler states that the
Ponapeans seek compensation for war demage, and redemption of Japanese postal '
savings (oee Part I of this report), and that they ask that those who have
acquired skills abrecad should receive good wages as well, .

L, As regards the guestions of war damage and Japenoge postal aavings ’
attention is drawn to the observations of the Administering Authority reproduced
" in paragraphs 5 to 9 of the introduction to Part I of this report.’

5. The Administering Authority states (T/0BS.10/1, section 5) that tha
Districts referred to in those petiticns are tie five local districts, oxr we
representing the major political divicions on Ponape Islend. In the years

1912 - 1914, deeds to all native lands being worked by individuals on Ponape
Islands were isnued by the Cormen administration. The deeds contain a
comprehensive code of land tenure and politic2l organization comprising eleven
articles, of which article 6 reado: "All land for which no title document ls
issued belon~z to the 'tribe!, also called 'ntate! on Ponape, within whose
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" boundaries it lies. It may be glven away only by the Nemmarki jointly with
the Govermor," The nanmerki is the titular head of the w ___x and the German
"Governor" corresponded to the present District Administrator,

6, Article. 6 1s assumed to mean that title to the "Remainder of the District”
was vested in each of the five districtes of the 1sland as corporate entities,
and that the nanmarki func:icned as a type of trustee whose actlons In this case
were subJect to the approval of the Governmor, Upon assumption of authority in
the 1slands, the Japancse administratlon adopted the position that these
wncultivated lands constituted public domain and wore, therefore, the property
of -the South Seas Government. Title to the lands 1s now vested in the Trust
‘Territory. Government, and-they are considered fo be public domain, it h;the
intention of the Trust Territory Govermment to utlilize lands within the public
‘dorain under & programme of planned homesteading. Pending the necessary
gettlement of land titles before the homesteading programme can be Initiated,
certain parcels of this land have been lecased to varilous individuals on a
revocable, ront-free basis, ; |

7. As regards the question of wages ra.ised in T/PEP,10/36, the Admhistering
Authority states that the Trust Territory:Government is the largest single
employer in the Territory. A wagse élasgification survey covering all districts
was made during the early summer of 1952, along with.a cost-of-living analysis.,
‘As a result, new wage schedules were establiched In the fall of 1952, since when
complaints about wages have subsided.

8. These potitions were examined and discuased at the 83rd and ‘

meetings of the Standing Cormittee (documents T/C.2/SR.83 and e

9, At its meel.:..g, the Committee adopted, by votes to

with . abstention , the following Craft resolutlon, which 1t recommends
that the Council adopt,
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Petitions ¥elating to the "Remai..ler of .the Districts"
(T/PET.10/16 and 17) ccncerning the Trust Territory
of the Pacific Islands

The Trugtec vhip (‘ouncil

.+ - Acting uwnder Article 87 b of the Charter and in accordance with 1ts
rules of procedurs, : : _
_ Having accepted and ¢.7mined at its twelfth session the petitions from
Mr, Carl Kohler, Chairman, feople's house, Ponape Congrees (T/PET.10/16) and
from Mr, M, Iriarte (T/PET,10/17) relatin; to the "Remainder of the Diatricts
in consultation with the United States of Auoxrica as the Administering Authority
concerned, which designated lir, James A, McComnell as special representatlve,
Havine taken note of the written observaticne of the Administering Authority
(T/0BS.10/1)
Having taken note of the relcvant report of the Standing Committee on
Petitions (T/L. , section )
1. Drawe the attention of the petitioners to the observations of the
Administering Authority and in rarticular to its statements:
(a) That title to the land in question is now vested in the Trust Territory
Government and that they are considered to be public domaln;
(b) That it 1s the intcntion of the Trust Territory Government to utilize
lands within the public domain under a progremme of planned homesteading;
(c) That pending the initiation of the homesteading programme certain
parcels of land have been leased on a revocable, rsnt-frqe bagls;
2. Fndorges the conclusions of the 1953 Visiting Mission that the Islanders’
interests in public domain can best be safoguarded through thelir active
participation in the District Land Advisory Doards, and that stéps should be
taken to ensure such participation by explaining to the people the provisions of
the Iend Iaw and the uses to which public land will be put;
3, Draws tho attention of the.Administering Authority to the requests of the
petitioners and to the necessity of solving the land problem in the Interests of
the indigenous inhabitants; ' ' v &
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L, Draws the attention of the petitionors to the recommendation on land:-l-/
adopted by the Trusteeship Council at 1ts twelfth session in copnexlon with its
examination of the 1951-52 annual report on'th'e administration of the Territory;
5. Draws the attention of the petitioners to resolution on the
petition from the Representatives of the People of Saipan (T/PET.10/8), in which
the questions of compensation for war darage and redemptlion of Japanese postal

savings 1s also raised;

6. Invites the Secretary-General to inform the Administering Authorlty and the
"petitioners of thig resolution in accordance with rule 93 of the rules of
procedure of the Truatee-ship Council.

1/ Not yet adopted by the Council.
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X, Petition from Mr, Enerico Mellarmé (T/PET,10/18)

1, Because of the poverty of the people, and the difficulty which they have
in buying Amerlcan goods, the petitiloner requests that there be free trading
channels between Japan and the Trust Territory, for Japanese goods are so much
cheaper, |

2, The Administering Authority states (T/OBS,10/1, section 6) that the Island
Trading Company and Micronesian companles have traded with Japen for some years
and that a very considerable amount of goods have been purchased from Japan,
The Island Trading Company purchases trade goods at the most advantageous price
delivered. to the consumers in the territory regardless of origin of the goods,
and a like policy is followed in marketing copra and other producté of the Trust
Territory. Whenever a better price can be obtained In Japan than elsewhere,
copra and other products of the territory are directed to that market, There
are no legal restrictions to hamper such trade and any person or firm nay make
purchases in Japan for delivery to any point in the territofy. The only
varrier which does exist 1s that of transportation, While Trust Territory
vessels have called occesionally at Japanese ports, thers may have been times
when, due to lack of shipping, it would have been difficult for Trust Territdry
merchants to purchase supplies in Japan,

3. The petltion wae examined and discussed at the 83rd and  meetings
of the Standing Committee (documents T/C.2/SR.83 and -

4, The special representative stated that trade between the Trust Territory
‘and Japan was not carrled on exclusively by the Island Trading Company; fifty
to sixty per cent of all trading was done by local wholesale firms and a
considerable portion of it was with Japan. A Japanese trade mission was being
gent to Guam, and the Administering Authority had so informed the local trading
organizations,

5. At 1ts mooting, the Committee a&opted, by _____ votes to

with abstention , the following draft resolution, vhich 1t recommends

that the Councill adopt,
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Petition from Mr, Enerico Mallarmé (T/PET.10/18)
concerning the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands

The Trusteeshlp Couné;;'

Acting under Article 87 b of the Charter and 1n accordance with 1ts
rulea of procedure, | ' '

- Having accepted and examined at its twelfth session the petitlon from
Mr. Enerico Mallarmé (T/r]]"‘ 10/18) in consultation with the United States of
America as the Administoring Authorlty concorned, which desigmted.

Mr, James A, McC.onnell ag speclal representatlve,

Having taken note of the written observations of the Administering
Authority (T/CBS. 10/1) as well as of the ornl statement of lthe special
representative (T/C 2/SR.83), | '

Having taken note of the relevant rapnrt of the Standing Ccmmittee con
Potitlions (T/L, , section ¥
1. Draws the attention of the petitioner to the observations of the
Adminletering Authority; o
2, Decldes that under the circumstances no action by the Trusﬁeeship Dounpil

1s necessary; .
3. Invites the Secretary-General to inform the Administering Authority and
the petitioner of this rssolutlon in accordance with rule 93 of the rules of

procedure of the Trusteechip Couﬁcil.
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XI. .Petition from Mr, J, Iriarte (T/PET.10/10)

1, Mr. Irierte protests against the Copra Stabilizetion Furnd, The people do
not went the money for the fund to bé taken from the price of their copra, for
they "have not learned enything ebout the disposition of this fund as yet".

2, Copre 1s the subject of para,97-10k of the report of the 1953 Visiting
Missiona(T/1055). Copra, says the Mission, is subject to extreme fluctuations
of demard in world markets. - For this reason, the price stabilization fund was
oreated (para. 97) eml every effort should be made to explain to the ‘people the *
reasons for price fluctuations and the purﬁose of the stabilization fund

(para. 10L),

3. The Administering Authority states (T/OBS.10/1, section 7) that although
many efforts have been mrade to explein the operation of the Copra Stabilization
Fund to the Ponapeans, many of them understandably find it hard to appreciate.
The price of copra in world markets fluctuates frequently and over a wide range.
In 1952, for example, the price c.i.f. San Francisco fluctuated between $110 and
$225 a short ton. A few of the costs of collecting copra in the islands and
getting it to market (freight, port charges, bags, wershousing and supervisory
costs) fluctuate with change in the market price, almost the whole of & market
price reduction comes out of the funds available to pay the producer. Since
copre. is the mein source of casi income for the people of the Trust Territory,
the incomes of the iahabitants would be subject to violent fluctuations 1if
payments to copra producers wers directly tied to world market fluctuations.

L, The Copre Stabilization Fund operates through the maintenance of an official
buying price. When world prices are high, and copra 1s g71d for more money than
is necessary to pay the official price plus marketing costs, the excess money is
put into the Fund., When world prices are low, and insufficient revenus 1la
derived to cover the official price plus marketing costs, the deficit is made up
by peyments out of the Fund. No attempt is made to hold the official price
absolutely constant, but changes are infrequent and are held within tolerable
bounds which do not disrupt the islamd economy. Between 3L August 1951 end

21 December 1952, the Fund paid to Trust Territory copra producers $334,860,43,
During this period, the world price of copra went as low as $110 a short ton.

Tf there had been no fund, the buying price would have been about $38 a short ton.
Insteed, because of the existence of the fund, it was possible to keep the price
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5+ The principle of the Fund has beéﬁ.eiplaiﬁed‘repeatedyy,=and much publieity
has been given to its objects.. The Administering Authoéity, howevef,'is QWEre of;
the need fnr-continﬁing its.campaign_to;expléin the opéfations of thé:Fﬁnd.
6. The petition was examined and discusﬁgdlat the 83rd and B ﬁeetingé of -
the Standing Crmmittee (documents T/C.2/SR.83 and i. |
Ts At 1ts meeting, the Committee_adbpted by |  yotes to with

_ sbstentdon ; the follewing draft resolution which it recommends that the
Csuncil adopt. S
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Petition frem Mre J. Irderte (T/PET.10/19)
Concerning the Truct Territory of the Pacific Islands

The Trugteeship Council

Acting under Article 87 b of the Charter and in accordance with its rules
of procedura
Having accepted'and examincd at 1ts twelfth session the petition from
Mr, J. Irierte (T/PET.10/19) in consultation with the United States of America
as the Administering Authority concerned, which designated Mr. James A. McConnell
ag gpecial representative, -

' Having taken note of the written obsorvations of the Administering Authority
(T/CBS.lO/l)_as well as of the oral statemsnt of the special representative
(T/c.2/sR.____ ), | |

Having taken note of the relevant report of the Standing Comittee on
Potitions (T/L.___, section __),

1, Draws the attention of the petitioner to the observations of the
Administering Authority and in particular to the statement that if there had been
no copra stabilizaticn fund, the field buying price of copra would have fluctuated
greatly;

2. Endorses the views of the 1953_Viaiting Mission (a) that the Administering
Authority is to be commended for the steps which it has taken to essure a fair
and stable price to the producers .of copra; (b) that the Administering Authority
should make every effort to explein to the people the reasons for price
fluctuations and the purpose of the stabilization fund;l/
2. Invites the Secretery-Gensral to inform the Administering Authority and the
petitioner of this resolution in eccordance with rule 93 of the rules of

procedure of the Trﬁsteeahip Council.

1/ Soe respectively paragraphs 103 and 104 of the report of the Mission on the
Trust Torritories of the Pacific Islards (T/1055).
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XIT. Petition from Mr, Lianter Flias (T/PET.10/20) -

1, The petitioner asks for a gettlement of a claim boncerning coconut, trees
which he ovmed, and vere destroyed by “goverrment work". J
2. He does not understand whether the land ho occupies is really his, and he
cannot understand the documents which he has concerning it. He states that
"many Ponapeans do not understand the truth about their lends". _
3. Finally, he asks for assistance for the Pona.peana to establiah their rig,ht
of ovnership to recently developed lfmds. ' ' '
4. The Administering Authority atates (T/OB% 10/1 Bection 8) that the cla.im
concerning the coconut trees is under inVestigation and the.t 1f it 1is determined
to be valid, settlement will be mede.
5. The land discusced by the petitionsr apperently congists of a parcel of land
..An Matelenin M on Ponaps Jsland which he has 'bee.n working under a temporery . -.
use permit. These permits have been iscued since 1947 as a means of making |
avaeilable, on en interim basis, agriculturcl lends needed by landless islenders
for subsistence purposes. A territorial lemd program initiated in December 1952
has established machinery whereby landless persons may obtain title to territorial
lands under &n orderly system of homesteeding. Public domain lands will become
available for homesteading as the Land and Claims Administrator is able to survey
and clear title to the verious percels. Delay in formalizing land transfers has
been due to the difficulty, created by incomplete lend records, of determining
legal title which must be made prior to transfer. The Islard Affairs Office at
Ponape 18 In & peaition to assist the petitioner in his desire to acquire title
to the land he has been developing or, if this is not possible, to & similar
parcel of public domain land, h
6. The petition was examined and discussed at the 83rd and meetings of
the Standing Committee (documents T/C.2/SR. and )&
7. The special representative ctated that a preliminary investigation of the
potitioner's complaint had led to the conclusion that, in the course of salvaging
a sugar plent, damage had been done to the petitioner's plantation, If the
final investigation of the motter confirmed that the petitioner had suffered
demages he wonld be duly oampensatod. _ - _
8. At 1ts ___ mooting, the Committos adopted, by _____ votes to with
‘sbstention’, the following draft resolution, which it recommerds that the
Council adopt.
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Potition from Mr, Lianter Elias (T/PET.10/20)
Concerning the Trust Torritory of the Pecific Islends

The Trusteeship Council

Acting under Articles 87 b of the Ch&rter and iﬂa.ccd:rdance with its rules
of procedure, - " - ' '

Having accepted and examinsd at 1ts twelfth sesgion the petition from
Mr, Lianter Elias (T/PEI‘ 10/20) consultation with the United States of America.
ag the Administering Authori‘ty concsrned. which d.eazgnﬂted. Mr. Jares A. McConnell

es special representative,

_ Having taken note of the written observetions of the Administering

Authority (T/OBS 10/1) as well as of the oral statement of the special

representative (T/c 2/sRr.83), | -
Having taken note of the relevant report o:E‘ the Standing Committes on

Petitions (T/L._____, section )

1.. Drawvs the attention of the petitioner to the observations of the
Administering Authority and in particular to the statements:
()  That the claim concerning the cocomut trees 1s unﬁer 1nvestigation
and that if it 1o determined to be valid, settlement will be made;
(b) That the Island Affairs Office at Ponape is in a position to .
assist the petitioner in his desire to acquire title to the land he
has been developing or, if this is nct possible, to a similar pe.rgel

of public domain land; '
2., Decides that under the circumstances no recommexﬁation ‘by the Councll 1s

necessary;
3. Invites the Secretary-General to inform the Ad.ministering Authority and.

the petitioner of this resolution in accordence with rule 93 of the rules of
procedure for the Trusteeship Council.
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XIII, Petition frm‘Peé?rcsentat-ives_ of t}ia Stor'akaepars. -Niaéj_stmtes and
People of the Marshell Tslandas (T/PET.10/21)

1. The 120 signatories to the petition are anxious that the Marshall Islands
Import-Export Compeny (MIECO) shell receive ‘protection from competition. . MIECO,
thoy say, bolongs to the Marshallese people, and its capital represents ‘the
"investments of mmrdreds of Marshallese paople from evary atoll in the I-hrshnll
Islends”. :

2. In & very short time, the petitionera 3ay ’ MIECO will 'be ahle to placa an
order for a thrse months' supply of ataple trede goods, and the aim is to builti

it up to the stage where 1t will be able to Import all the Islands' needs from
world mrke_ts;_ fhsreby keeping in the Iolards, for the benefit of the Marshallese,
all the profité .derived from wholosnle trading. Until that goal is reached, the
potitioners are contont that the Islard Trading Compeny shall continue its

' wholesale trading operations, but they protest agalnst any other treding company
being allowed to import gocds for sale in the Marshallese Islands., In particuler,
they obJect tb the attempts being nade by Mr, Etschelt of Pb:mpe to obtain en
outlet in the group for his company's goods. If he is alloved to gain & foothold
in the group, the chances of the Mearshallese people belng able to stand on their
ovn feet ecbnomicall;',f. will bhe seriocusly impaired - if not completely wrecked.

3. The petitioners are aware that there is no law which prbhibita citizens of
the Trust Territory from trading in districts other than their own - unless such
trading would be detrimontal to the test interests of the inhabitants of such
islands; and they cleim that, in this instancs, such tradiné is contrary to the
best interests of the Mershallese. Therefors a Cormittee of tho Marshallese
Congress hag resolved thet legislation be enactod to prohibit such treding.

4, The petitioners conclude by seying that, while they understand and appreciate
the American ideal of "Ome Poople", they prefer to keep their ovn customs , culture
and language, and have no desire to become merged with other groups of Micronesian
people.

5. In paregraphs 72 to 80 of 1ts report, the 1953 Visiting Misoion discusses,
inter alia, the situation vhich will be created when the Islard Trading Company
ceases its operations on 31 Decembor 1953. The Mission notes the oxistence of
several indigenous trading companies, but is of the opinion that they would
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require substantial additions of capitel if they were to operate on.a scale
commensurate with the needs of the Districts (7/1055, para, 76). MIECO, the
Mission states (T/1055, perae. 76), has reached & fair level of efficiency, but
pogsesses only a fraction of the capital that would be required. to fill the
District's needs.
6. The Administering Authority sta’ces (T/OIs::.lO/l section 9) that
M. Leo Etscheit 1s a Belglan citizen, and that the Trust 'I'erritory Code provides
that the High Cormissioner may licerte, upcu such reasonable conditions as he maq,r s
prescribe, non-citizen individuals or ccrpenies to engage in economic activity _
within'the Trust Territory - prcvided that such activity 1s not d.eemed:to restrict
the opportunities for econcmic development of citizens of the Trust. Territory.
A Marshallese employee of M, Etuchelt's, residirc on Ponape, has on geveral
occasions accompanied shimments of goods to the Mershells for sale to.retail stores
there on & cormission basis, ard & Japenese-Marshallese resident of Majuro has
been receiving goods cn credit from 1. Etscheitlis brother.
7. The petition was based entirely on foars :;-éstilting from rumcurs that the _
Etocheit brothers planned to egtablish a trading tusiness in the Marshall Islancls '
to the possi‘ble disadfantage of local enterprises. In so far as 18 known, neither
has propoaed the esta‘blishmen‘c of an actual branch store in the Marshalls, The
Marshall Island Import-Export Company hes been receiving, end will contimue to .
recelve, technical co~- operation end guldance . om the st&ff of the locel District
Administration,
8, The Administering Authority states that the petition is one more
renifestation of the localistic feeling which seperates the several cultures of
Micronesia. ;
9. The potition vas examined and discussed at the 83rd ard moetings of
the Standing Committee (documents T/C.2/SR.)3 end ___ ).
10, At its mesting, tho Committee elopted, by ______ votes to ____ with
abstention , the followir; draft resolution, which it recommends that the

Council adopt.
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Petition from Representatives of the Storekeepers, Magistrates
and People of the Marshell Islands (T/PET 10/21) Concerning the
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands

The Trusteeship Council

Acting under Article 87 b of the Charter and in accord&nﬂe with its mles
of procedure, '

Having accepted and examined at its twelfth gession the petition from the
Storekeepers, Magistrates and People of the Marshall Tslands (T/FET.10/2l) in
consultation with the United States of America as the Adminidtaring Authorit.y
coﬁcsfned which designated Mr. Jemes A. McConnell"aa speclal representative,

HEaving taken note of the writ‘“sn obser"ations of the Administering Autharity
(T/cBS.10/1),

Having taken note of the relevant report of the St&nding Committee on
Petitions (T/L, , section ____),

1. Draws the attention b:t‘ the potitioners to the obsorvations of the
Adnministering Authority; |

2., Fxpresses tho hope that the Admiptctering Authority will continué to provide
the Marshall Islands Import-—E:cporvt_ Corpony with.the technical assistance |

which 1t requires;

3. . Invites the Secreta.ry-General to inform the .ﬁdministar.ng Authority and tha
petitioners of this resolution in accordzrce with rule 93 of the rules of

procedure of the Trusteeship Ccuncil,
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XIV. Petition from Mr, Gondon Meddison and Others (T/r~T7,10/22)

1. The petitioners claim to.lhave been dispouzessed of their lands on the island
of Uliga in Majuro Atoll, in the Marshall Islands. They say that the island was
used by the United States Nevy from February 1944 until July 1952, end by the:
Department of the Interior since. 'The -ji;;‘etj.-ticners ask the Trusteeship Council

to "make & Just errengement for a "Monthly Fayment Lease'. Without scme such
reyment, they claim to be destitute. _ ' ‘

2. ' The petitioners claim also that they ere vnable to receive any medical care,
for they are without money to pay *lLeir medical bills, |

2. A8 regards the question of ccm;gnsai;ion for the use of lend by the armed
forces, attention 1s drawn to the woservet’ons of the Administering Au‘bhority'
reproduced in paragraphs 6 and 7 of tle intrcduction to rart I of this report.

4, The Administering Authority statcs {T/OBS.IO/I, section 3) that, when land

is required for administrative purposes, pablic domain is selected to the greatest
extent practicable, Owners of private lanis reqﬁired for public purposes are
compensatsd. Delay in making conpensation for lands so used hes been due to the
difficulty, created by incomplete laxd rocords, of determining legel title which
mist be made before compensation claims ere paid. Settlement of such claims is
one aspect of the Lerd Claims Esaminer's work, On Uliga Island in Mejuro,
discussioﬁs have been in progress for some ronths with the owners of land occupled
by the District hesdguarters. The claims were established in 1952; in April 1953
a Committce of the Mershalless cleimants undertood to propose a falr rental value
for the use of the occupied land., As yet there has been no agreement between the
edministration and the claimants on the emount of compensution. This agreement,
however, will be the last step to the settlement of this problem at Majuro.

5. On the subject of medical care, secticn 617 of the Trust Territory Code
provides in pert that no one in nsed of it shall be denled 1t becouse of insbility
to pay all or any part of the fee catabliskcd. Further, there is no distinction
in treatment or care based upon nca-reyment or the amount of payment,

6. The petition wes oxamined erd Ciscusscl at the 83rd and ___ meetings of
the Stending Committee (documents T/C.2/SR.83 acd __ ).
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7. The speclal representative stated that the determination. of the Ownership of
the land had already been made and tho only ratter Yemaining to be negotiated was
the question of ar equitable rental. _'I'-he Administering Authority wished to be
fair in determining this amount but could not accede to reoquests for rent which
went beyond the value of the land if uged for other_ﬁurpr:f:as, The petitioner
has been in touch with the District Administration and he believed thal & solution
agreeable to both parties conld ccrtainly' be reached within the coming year. If
agreement could not be reached, the cvmars of thé land could apply to the courts,
8. At its __ wmeeting, the Committoc adopted, by ______ votes to ______ with

abstention , the followirg draft rescluticr, which it recommends that the
Council adopt. |
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Fetition from Mr, Gordon Maddison and others (T/PET,10/22)
concerning the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands

""‘he Trusteeship Council
Acting under Article 87 b of the Charter and in accordance with its rules

of procedure, : _
Having accep*ad and examined at its tt-rélfth gession the petitioh from

Mr. Gordon Maddison and others (T/FET.10/22) in consultation with the United

States of America as the Administering Authority concemed vhich denignaeted

Mr. James A, McConneil as special representative, .
Having taken note of the wxl'litten‘ observations of the Administering

Authority (T/0BS.10/1) as well as of the oral statement of the speclal

representative (T/C., ?/ELR 83), |
Having taken note of the ralavant report oi‘ the Starxding Committee on

Petitions (T/L. ; gection ....._.....)’

1. Draws the attention of the petitioners to the cbservations of the Adminiaterin

Authority end the statement of the apef-ial representative;.

2., Expresses the hope that agreement on & fair rental will be reached within

e short period of time;

3. Invites the ueoreqary—(}eneml to inform the Administering Authority and

i;he petitionsrs of this resolution in accordance with rule 93 of the rplea of

proceduxrs of the Trusteeship Council,
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XV. Potition from Mr., Takeshi Hedley (T/PET,10/2L)

1. The potitioner reuests:
(a) The return to the Territory of Japanese fathers, brothers and aiaters ;
() Further prow.ﬂ‘] ons for higher education enabling the inhabitanta to .
manage their ovm affaira,
(¢) A better price for copra, afid ,
(a) Markets for products such as trochvs shall hibiscus fiber, coconut
leaf flber, 1vr>ry nuta coconut Bhall co’*onu'b husk flber, fish and
ghellfish,
2, The t;ues"“jon of the re- entry into the Tarritory of Japaneae nationals g
the subde(t ot section VIII ‘wbove. The question of higher education is digcussed
in paragrzph 139 of the report of the 1953 Viai'ting Misaion (T/3_055) where
1t is nci~d timt facilities are open in F1J1, Hewaii end the United States,
and that one outstanding crb{zen has baen awardad a United Nationa f’ellowahip
in public edministration,
3. As rogarda (a), the return to tke Territory of Japanaae nationals, and (c)
the price of copra, the Adminigtering Authority (T/OBS.IO/E section 2)
invites referonce to i'ts obaervationa on, reapactivaly, T/ PET, 10/ 11 and 19 -
presented in sections VIII end XI, respectively, of this report.
L. As regards (b), the Administerirg Authority (T/0B3.10/2, section 2) states
that it 1s its policy to develop the people of the Trust Territory to the point
whers they can assume full responaibility for thelr govermmental and sconomic
affairs. The educational system and tralning programme establighed in the
Territory is specifically designed to carry out this policy, and a detailed
descripticn of 1t 1s contained in the annual report on the Territory for the
fiscal year 1052, 1In particular the sub-sscticnas of the report entitled:
"Advanced Fducation”, "Advanced Education Outside Trust Territory"”, "Vocational
Training”, and "Adult Eduecation" (p. 56-58) describe the opportunities for
higher educatlon,
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5. As regards (d), the Dis‘rict Administration at Ponape is investigating

the possibility of exporting certain ag:icultural ‘and’ marine producta to other
areas in the Trust Territor:,r_ and to Guem, The Igland Tz-ading Compsny in 1952
purchaged trochug shell, handicrafts, seashells and other locelly produced
articles at a cost of $150 000" for re~sale on world marksta, and has canstantly
examined world markets to find outlets for locally- produced items.  The
Digtrict Administration furiher purcheses fish for use in the hospital,-

school and hotel. A small quantitsr ot £igh 15 also. purchased from Ponaps

for the hospital et Truk, Although the eccnouy of the Trust Territory is
basically one of subaistence agrxculture thsa problem of diversii‘ying it and

of providing additicnal sources of cash income is one of continuing concern _'

to the Administering Authority. Every effort is being made '!_:q 1‘_“_1’?0‘?'9;3‘?’0“‘?’1‘10
conditions in the Trust Territory, | G ol e

6, The petition was examined and discussed at the 83:‘(1 a.nd mmeetings .
of the Standing Committeo (documents T/C.2/SR.83 emd ).+ . - . .. .

T. At ite Lo meoting, the Coumittee adopted, by ___ votea to _

with abstention , the following draft resolution, which it reoommenaa RO
that the Council adopt. o
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Petition from Mr, Takeshi Hadley (T/PET.10/2k) concerning
the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands

The Trusteeship Council
Acting under Article 87 b of the Charter and in accordance with 1ts rules

of procedure,

Having accepted and exariined at its twelfth session the petition from
Mr. Tekeshi Hadley (T/PET.10/2%) in consultation with the United States of
America as the Adminiaﬁeringlhuthority concerned, which designated
Mr. James A, McConnell as ry:-:al fepreeentative,

Having taken note of the written obeervations of the Administering
Authority (T/0BS.10/2),

Having taken note of the relevant report of the otanding Committee on
Petitions (T/L. ., section ), '
1. Dravs the attention of the petitioner to resolutions | (XII) end

(XII) adopted by the Council on the petitions frou Mr. M. Iriarte

(T/PET,10/12) and Mr, J. Iriarte (T/PET,10/19) which deal respectively with the
questions of the entry of Japanese nationals into the Trust Territory and the

price of copra;
2, Draws the attention of the petltioner to the recommendation on educationé/

adopted by the Trusteeship Council at 1ts twelfth session in comnexion with
its examination of the 1951-52 annual report on the administration of the

Territory;
3. Draws the attention of the petitioner to the statement of the Administering

Authority that the District Administration at Ponape is investigating the
possibility of exporting certain agricultural and merine products to other

areas in the Trust Territory and to Guam;

4, Invites the Secretary-Genoral to inform the Administering Authority and

the petitioner of this resoli...'on in accordance with rule 93 of the rules of
procedure of the Trusteeship Council and in addition to transmit to the petitioner
resolutions (XII) and (XII) and the text of the recommendation

on education adopted by the Council at its twelfth session.

1/ Not yet adopted by the Council.
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XVI. Potition from the Chiefs and People of Kiti (T/PET.10/25)

1, The petitioners requeat.
(a) Asaistance in education in order that they may eventually be it
for self-government; in particular they request that those whose families
are able to pay ehould have the opportunjty to go to school abroad ;
(b) Permission to join the Red Cross;
(c) The continued services of the pressnt "Governor (i.e. District
Administrator), who is very popular with the Ponapeans;
(d) An increase in the price of copra to 10 cents per pound. The
petitioners say that they recelive 3.5 cents a pound for grade I copra,
that two pounds is deducted from the weight to meet the weight of the bag,
and that thoy are required.to buy the bags for 24 cents a piece.
2. The question of higher education was the subject also of T/PET,10/2k - see
section XV of this report - and attention is drawn to the observations of the
Administering Authority reproduced in paragraph 4 of that section., The
Administering Authority comments further (T/OBS.lO/Q, section 3) that the )
present request favours bolstering the traditional chiefs by ensuring them
priority in education, There is some populer support for their view, but it
is markedly stronger amocng the persons native to Ponape than among the immigrants
from other islands, who form about a fifth of the population of the island of
Ponape. Educational opportunities in the Trust Territory are available to
all on a non-discriminatory basis.,
3« The Administering Authority stetes that the American Red Cross does not
operate directly in the Trust Territory although thelr organization and the
Junior Red Cross have contributed educational material for the schools and
Christmas gifts for Micronesian children, The American Red Cross sent a home
nursing insgtructor to the Trust Territory during the summer of 1952 to give
courges to interested persons in various district centros,
4, The Administering Authority points out that, in the selection of public
officials, it is rarely possible thet everyone will approve of the choice that
is made, The Administering Authority is gratified, however, that the petitioners
like the present District Administrator.
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5. As regards the price of copra, the Adminieterlng Authority invitee reference
to its observationg on T/PET.10/19 (eee section XI, paragrephs 3 end 4, of thle
report) Tt adds that if the price were raieed to 10 cents a pound or
$?00 a ehort ton, nothing would be left to pay for ehipping, hendling and other
overhead expeneee. " As regrrds deductione for the waight of a copra bag, the
Administering Authority invi..s, reference to its observations on T/PET, 10/10 -
see section II par&graph 6 of this report As regards the cost of the bags,
producers purchaee their 1n1tial suppliee at an average ceet of 13.6 cents
each; replacen‘entn when requi red, are given frea of charge - the cost being
met from.the copra stabilization fund,

6. . The ,petition was examined and discussed et the 83rd and meetings
of the Standing Commi ttee (documents T/C. ?/SR 83 and ).

Tt At its _____ meeting, the Committee adopted, by votes to

with ;;___; abstention , the following dreft reeolution, which it reccmmende
tkat the Council adopt. :
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Petition from the Chiefs and People of Kiti (T/PET,10/25)
concerning the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands

The Trusteeship Council

523335 under Article 87 b of the Charter and in accordance with its rules
of procedure,

Having accepted and examined at its twelfth session the petition from
the Chiefs and People of Kiti (T/PET.10/25) in coneultation with the United
States of America as the Administering Authority concerned, which designated
Mr, James A, McConnell as special reprusentative,

Having taken note of the writton observations of the Administering
Authority (T/08S.10/1),

Having taken note of the relevant report of the Standing Committee on
Petitions (T/L. ____, section ____ ),
1. Draws the attention of the petitioners to the recommendation on the guestion
of educationl/ adopted by the Trusteeship Council at its twelfth session 1n
connexion with its examination of the 1951-52 annual rerort on the administration

of the Territory;

2. Draws the attention of the petitioners to the obsesvations of the
Administering Authority with regard to the petitioners® requests concerning
permission to Join the Red Cross and the selection of the Digtrict Administrator;

3. Draws the attention of the petitionera to resolution _____ (XIT)
adopted by the Council on the petition from Mr. J. Iriarte (T/PET.IO/lg)
which deals with the question of the price of copra;

4., Draws the attention of th: ﬁetitionera to the observations of the
Administering Authority and in particular to the statement that 1f the price
of copra on Ponare was ralsed to 10 cents a pqund it would be equivalent to

the price the peolitionors state is paid 1in Japan and thus would leave nothing

to pay for shipping, handling and other overhead exponses;

5., Invites the Secretary-General to inform the Administering Authority and the
petitioner of this resolution in accordance with rule 93 of the rules of procedure
for the Trusteeoship Council and in addition to transuit to the petitioners
resolution ____ (XII) and the text of the recommondation on education adopted

by the Council at its twelfth seasion,

1/ Not yet adopted by the Council.





