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STATE1-iIJ·TT BY SECRETARY-GENERAL DAG HAMMARSKJOLD AT TIE OPI~HING 

0~ THC FOURTH SESSION OF THE SCII:IfTIFIC COMMITTEE mr Tifil EFFECTS 

OF A'.I101-1IC R.\DL\TION, 27 JANUAl."1Y 1958, AT UN HEAlX:.UARTCRS 

May I welcor1e you ago.in to the Headquarters of the United nations. 

The heavy responsibility ehtrusted to this Committee needs no underscoring. · 

The special importance of calm and scientific appraisal of the effects of ionizing 

radiations in place of public speculation and alarn, too often nourished by 

rJisinf'ormation, has apparently increased since this Committee first met here. 

Indeed, the ~relfth General Assembly reaffirmed the importance it attaches to 

the Committee I s work when, last November, it requested you to e;,pedi te the 

completion of the cor.iprehensi ve report which you are now preparinc_, 

In earlier li1eetings the Committee has considered the scope and or13anization 

of its task, the detailed inform.ation it 1·equi1.~es, the f'onn a.ml content of its 

full report. now the crucial stage of formulation of the report has been 

reached. I can well understand, therefore, ·that the immediate :future :for this 

Cormui ttee proIJiscs only very hard work. It ::.s no small task to tr;,: to expound, 

with scientific precision and accuracy, but still in words sinple enough to 

permit some understanding by the layman, the profoundly technical subJect-matter 

of radiation. 

I suppose that in this regard what is most important for all of us to bear 

in mind is that, although this is a United Hations Cor.llllittee, its members are 

scientists and are expected to speak as scientists. It goes uithout saying, 

I take it, that all that_ you say will be i~ev::.ewed intently by ;your scientific 

colleagues all around the world. It will certainly mean very nuch to the world 

if international science, as here represented, can speak on this vital subject 

of radiation effect,s with a single, objective voice. 

Thinkinc; of the report to be prepared, it would seem worth repeating what 

was said at an earlier meeting: this Comui t.-~ee is not called upo.1 to try to 

produce ans--rers to ciuestions which cannot be answered on the ".:lasis of present 

scientific research; rather, to define ancl delimit what that research does and 

does not tell us today is in itself a uniq1.1ely valuable service. 
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In concludi nc, may I point to further evidence of the continu~.nG concern of 

the General Assembly with the subject of ion:i. zing radiations, e:~pressed in its 

resolution of 14 IJovember 1957, which reguests the Secretary-Q0neral, in consul­

tation with thi.s Comrni ttee, "to consider the t.:_uestion of the stl·enc;thening and 

widenipg . of scie:1tii'ic activities in this f i eld, .. " and to submit his findings 

to the Thirteenth Ciossion of the General Asscnbly. This will i)rov:i.de an opportu­

nity, at an appropriate tiL1e, for further f :rui tful collaborat::.on. 

And nmr, I have no doubt, you will wish to get on with the serious work 

which has broue;ht y·ou here, and which I am sure, will produce 1:;ood results. 

* * 




