
UNITED NATIONS 
Dep:-:irt1:1cnt of PUblic Informrition 
Press end Publications Division 

United Nntion3, n. Y. 

(For use of information media--not an official record) 
S-f',L 

Press Release SG/~ 
18 December 1956 

§TNI.1EMENT BY .. SECRE'l1ABY ~GENERAL ON SUEZ CANAL fLEARP~ 

In the report to the Gencral Asseillbly on the Cm1al clearing i t was stated 

that the Secretary-General, in c::tse the General Asserr;bly approved that the 

United Ifations should assist in the clearing of the Canal, would negotiate 

the necessary arrar..gements with such private firrus as might speedily and 

effectively undertake the task and intended to address himself to firrns in 

countries outside the present conflict. The proposals by the Secretary-General 

were oppro,red by the General Assewbly. It follows th:i.t the General Assembly 

has givon priority t9 the use of resources from private firms from countries 

outside the conflict. 

Negotiations conèlucted by Lt, General \vheelcr, whose great experience 

&nd co~p0tence in this field is generàlly recognized, huve led to the building 

up of a Uni t,~a Nations salvogc fleet, able to begin operations i□mediately 

and exp~ditiously. General Whealer is working in close contact with Headg_uarters 

and on the basis of ipstructions issued in strict conforroity with the position 

of the United Nations. 

The Secrctary-General trusta that all p'.lrties will cooperate with the 

United Nations so as to facili tate the vital task er.trustcd to the Organization. 

In due time a full report will be given on the arrangements made. The Sécretary

Genernl bclieves that tllis. repor·~ will allay doubts vihich recently have b8en 

expressed in so·roe quartcrs. 
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