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At its 85th plenary meeting, on 15 December 1978, the GenEral Assembly, on
the recommendation of the Second Committee, 1/ decided (decision 33/421) to
transmit the draft resolution entitled "Marine pOllution", 2/ set forth below, to
the Assembly at its thirty-fourth session for its consideration:

"1,11\RDJE POLLUTION

"The General Assembly,

"Mindful of the grave dangers posed to the marine environment by the
shipping of oil and other dangerous substances,

"Recalling that the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization
has adopted a number of comprehensive international conventions,
recommendations, traffic separation schemes and codes of practices
specifically for the purpose of enhancing maritime safety, ensuring efficiency
of navigation and protecting the marine environment,

"Recalling further the adoption by the Inter-Governmental Maritime
Consultative Organization of additional international instruments during
1918, providing for comprehensive standards dealing with tanker safety and
pollution prevention and also with training, certification and watch-keeping
for seafarers,

"Bearing in mind also that the International Labour Organisation has been
dealing for many years with matters concerning training &1d certification for
seafarers,

1/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-third Session, Annexes,
ar,enda item 63, document A/33/412, para. 23.

2/ A/C.2/33/L.ll.
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;'Rer-:rettinr; that. the va:-ious measures to ensure the safety of navigation
by the observance of the existing international regulations are not anplied
strinGently by all 11ember States,

i1Considerinp' that the consel'vation of th2 marine environment represerts
a basic objective for mankind,

"1. Urp''::s that the competent international institutions and
orga.nizations e;-:pedi te and intensify their activities relatinG to the
prevention of pollution and the determination of responsibilities in this
matter;

"2. Calls upon States parties to the 1954 International Convention
for the Prevention of Pollution of the Sea by Oil 31 to discharge fully their
obligations under thp. Convention and in partic'.l:.ar to ensure that national
leeislation adopted is sufficiently stringent to have a genuine deterrent
effect;

1i3. Urges all States vThich have not already done so to examine the
~ossibility of ratifying at the earliest op~ortunity the international
conventions and protocols desirrned to ensure better protection of the
marine environment and improve the safety of naviEation, inter alia:

"(a) Convention on the International Reculations for Preventini3
Collisions at Se~, 1972; 41

"(}2) International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974; 51

11 (sJ Convention concernint:; 11inimum Standa:i.'ds in Ilerchant Ships, 1976 ~ 61

I; (d) Protocol of 1978 Relating to the International Convent ion for the
Safety of Lif~ at Sea, 1974. 71

l! United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 327, No. 4714? D. 4.

41 Inter-Governmental I·lari time Consultatiye Organization, International
Conference on Revision of the International Re~ulations for Preventin~ Collisions
at Sea, 1972, Final Act of the Conference, with attachments (Sales Ho.
li iCO .1973.1), p. 36.

51 Inter-Governmental IIaritime Consultative Organization, International
Conference on Safety of Life at Sea, 1974, Final Act of the Conference, with
attachments (Sales Ho. HICO.75.01.E), p. le

6/ International Labour Office? Official Bulletin, vol. LX, 1977, Series A?
.0. 1: Convention No. 147.

7/ Inter-Gover:~entalMaritime Consultative Organization, International
Conference on Tanker Safety and Pollution Prevention, 1978, Final Act of the
Conference, with attachments (Sales No. IMCO.78.09.E), p. 11.
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lI(e) International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from
Ships, 1973; 8/

\I(f) Protocol of 1978 RelatinG to the International Convention for the
Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973; 9/

"(I':) International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification
and Watch-keeping for Seafarers, 1978; 10/

"4. Urf;es all States to co-operate in order to implement material
~easures for the effective combatin~ of marine pollution;

"5. Reguests the Governing Council of the United ITations Environment
Programme to continue to consider the problems relating to marine pollution
and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session
through the Economic and Social Council."

8/ Inter-Governmental 11aritime Consultative Organization, International
Conference on IIarine Pollution ~ 1973 ~ Final Act of the Conference , with
attachments (Sales No. U1CO.77.14.E), p. 19.

9/ Inter-Governmental Hnritime Consultative Organization, International
Conference on Tanker Safety and Pollution Prevention, 1978~ Final Act of the
Conference~ with attachments (Sales No. H1CO.78.09.E), p. 37.

10/ Adopted by the International Conference on Training and Certification
of Seafarers, 1978 (Inter-Governmental I1aritime Consultative Orc;anization
document STvl/CONF/13 of 5 JUly 1978).




