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It is · high honor 'to ac~ept . this ' scroil :, fo~ th~ .United Natio~s~ 

It ·is a: speciai privil~~e to :ac~ept as en AI!!e;ican etandihg·on°the. . • . , . 
soil of New- England.

Three hundrod years ago Connectiotit • already ·understood that • t'he· -way'· to

hmnan better:1er.: ~ 'v."as .through united action. :· The ~r~ization. 0f ·:the · Unite-a:

Colonies ·.of N~~,l \ ;:ngl.and was dediciated in i643 to ·· the : ·propos.1tion Of ' "i:m:ttuai : help. 
and strength :.:i all. our future ·concernme~ts." . The :'Cfu:ited Coioriies was ' an 

imperfect ·~der!;clting, but it eerv~d security -in' -e.· .troubled tine:,· and .. planted on 

this cont:!nent'· idea· and ; ideal ·Which. can never die.

 Two'. hunired yea.re rigo the • otitlillee/ of a ouch. wid~r union ' were. emerging a.i:hid

threats . of '-w·i.dei- dangers. Only inperfect means f~r conmion effort· were · at '. hanc
but they were good enough to carry. a new nation through _a .war for independence·.

One . hundred ye~rs ago ·that nation wa~ torn by a great' debate; testing '~d

alIDost breaking the still iI!lperfect bond .of. the . lfui ted State a. •• After gr~at agocy 

and sacrifice, the United State~ ;ernained united.·

Today we are angaged , in n still broo.der ·underteking testing ·whether the 

United Nations, or any worid'-wide organism ··dedicated siI!lila.rly to freedom and ·t6 

''mutual help and strength," can survive the continuing pressures of national

rivalry. 

The means provided· for this undertaking are .far ·rrom ~erfect, and measures

to strengthen ·them a.re rec-Ehvirig 'e•ve;~g?'O~~i/•coha1dera.t1on •

A half-dozen wars have been stopped e.nd visible progress made in relieving 

the economic and social ills which breed wars. In Korea, at a great cost, armed 

land-grabbing has been .. halted in its tracks end the principle of collective 

security put into practice by an international .agency for the first time. 

 But this is not enough. The.clustered flags still stir uneasily in the 

winds of world d1st~st. It has become nec~~sary, necessary beyo_nd all doubt 
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even for our own country, with it~ d s:t"~cer_e.jl.evotion to p~a to take up 

once more the weary burden of protective armament

Some Americans are losing heart~ Some who sho_uld kn~w-better are ·echoing the 

old refrain of isolationism, · ·even though they· still give tip ae~v.:f.ce _t ·o the Unitea 

Nations. 

Thie is a time for resoiution, not for retreat. -Events ha,ye . thrust our

country into world . leadership at & moment of crisis for ail civili~ationl Must ..... 

she plea·d inability, or a prev:to~e engage~ent~ •.. Must . America stand . before history 

a nation lion-hearted in war, · but chickeri-heart~d iri the good works of peace? 

In time, these questions will be answered rightly. They · wiil be answered 

rightly because the idea of collective . security; the idea whic~ ma.de the United .

Colonies, the United Stqtes; . and the United Nations, . cannot be kil~ed .by any 

runount of misunderstanding or misrepresenta.tion-. They will be answered richtly 

because no one can fool the lunerican peop~e permanently. 

The whole nation, the whole world, . ~an_: well -take increa.sed a.ssuraµce from 

wh_at you have done here today, .and from what you have been doing ever since the 

first days of the Norualk Petition Plan .

These acts of yours • are important _because they come from the people thel!l~

selves, -- from free Americans, conacic:>Us a~1ke of . their ancient heritaea. of 

liberty and their new heritage of leadership. Wha.t you_ think and do _is important 

because in this country the people decide, -- and pleaf;le God. ye _ will keep_ it th t 

way. 

The United Nations emerged from the sacrifices c;>f a peop~es' : war, c1.es1gned to 

buttress a peoples' peace. It belongs to the people. If now. it shoulcl fail of 

support, it is the people who will-suffer, and it is t _hey who -will perish. 

When Americans chose the :path of "mutual help and strength in all our future 

concernments," they understood well enough what the ~.lternative woyld -be. ,They 

will not .forget now • 
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