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BROADCAST BY THE SECRETARY -GENERAL

Secretary-General Trygve Lie wlll meke the following broadcast tonight
over the United Nations radio:

“As we stend today at the mid-point of a century, we may ask, pérhaps, what
we have learnt frem the two generations that are gone, and what hopes and fears
£111 our minds for the fifty yeara to tome?

The age we have lived through has presented a curious contradiction. Man
has learned more secrets of sclence than ever before, and new worlds have opened
before him. Yet twice in fifty years, he has had to use that knowledge for the
destruction of his fellow-tien and thefrldespread ruin of civilization.

Our wiesdom, in fact, has not kept pace with our invention.

And yet, when today we welgh our chances for the future, I think we can say
We are wiser. I believe the majcrity of atatesmen and peoples realize that, in
our modern world, war 1s rapidly becoming cwtdated -- outdated by the very ad-
vences of our science, outdated because of the atom bombs and serms which could
bring no victory to anyone, but only chaos.

Do not misunderstand me, I see no golden age of glorious peace and
tranquility ahead of us. Dlsegreement will continue to exist, politlcal, soclal,
econcmic, In fact, we could not do without it, That would mean stegnation, But
normally, we think of war In military terms. That 1s what we fear most and that
is what I think is too old fashioned for our age. Today, we may face years of
political tensions, economic warfare, psychologlcal and even cultural warfare.
But these, I believe, are controllable types of warfare, controllable thrcugh
peaceful international action. That 1s why the United Nations with every passing
year becomes more and more Indispensable.

Just a few days £go, a new nation was born -- the United States of Indonesia.
It emerged peacefully in the end, as the result of conciliation undertaken by
the United Netions. War and violence could not solve this problem, We have other
examples too, from recent hlstory, of effective Unlited Nations mediation bringing

results which could never have come from the ugse of forcs.

Still, there are many many problems ahezd of us,.

Our newspapers and books are filled with the fantastic teles of the
sclentist's progress, At the same time thres quarters of the human race still
lives in poverty and hardship far below the level in more developed countries,
Malfiutrition and even hunger threaten the lives of millions. The share of the
world's majority in what we call modern civilization is still extremely modest,

{mara)



LIE -2- Press Release SG/37
30 December 1949
These conditlons are a disgrace to the human intellect.

Here again recent action has shown sgigns of increasing wisdom, The last
General Assembly of the United Natlonsg umnanimously voted a progrem of technical
assistance to under-developed areas. All Member State as well as the United
Nations and 1its Speclalized Agenciles have found a common starting point for this
glgantic task, So a beginning 1s being made in this fileld too.

But the greatest single question befors us today is this: Can man be as
wise ag he is b0old?

After the First World War we made great advances. We tried with the lLeague
of Netions to adjust our natianal differences end live together in harmony. We
failed. Another more ghagstly disaster befell us as the world plunged into a new
war in 1939. UNow we try again with the United Nations. We have advanced again.
It may still be an Incomplets instrument. But this time we are stronger. Our
organization is better-founded and it is universal. And we are more pressed for
time,

The point is simply this: Has the wisdom of stateamen and peoples advanced
sufficiently to permit us to meke this instrument work? Or do we still need more
lesgons to teach us what to d0?

Many people ask this question., Milliona end hundreds of millions still live
in fear. They do not know what the second part of this century will bring to
them. No one knows, as yst,

Mzy I on this New Year's Eve only say this:

Have faith:

Don't despair!

Work for peace, and we ghall get it.

Do for your nelghbors what you want them to do for you.

Be aware that the world 1s one and must remain one.

Remember that we are all sharing each other's fate.

It is my firm belief that in the coning years, we shall have the courage’
and wisdom to use our common platform, the United Nations,'to control our
differences, to spreed wide our knowledge, and advance our civilization. There
is no rational alternative to chooss,.

And maybe our children's children will crcss the threshold of the

twenty-first century with e clearer consclence and a surer step than we who

shape their world today.
They can, if we wlll.
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