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Secretary•Gen~i::~1 ~; Lie n ake the :following broadcast tonight

ove the U 1it d Ncitiohs ad
11 As we stand today at tho mid·point of a century, we rr,ay ask, :perhaps, wh~b 

h ve learnt r f 'ih~\w ne~~tiOns th~t ar ~~ what hopes and fears 
  ' 

fill our mind  fo th  fifty e to 6om.e? 

·rhe ~e vJ·· ii;ed'ih:& u h h s esent c iou~ contratliction
• 

ha 1earned niore ets' or' ci  'than ever befor•e·, and new worlds . have opened. 
 

before . him. twice :tri fifty years, he has d to .. that knowledge for the. 

d ~t~cti n of i':fs ''l~1ib~:: .th~1de~p ad  'bl'c:t-~ilization: 

Our wisdom, in fact, has not kept pace with our invention. 

hid yet when toda ~ eigh our chance  fo  future, I th

xa wiser.  I beli~~.,~ th'~ jcrity ·or atatesri J peoples realize that;\1( 
 • .  : 

our modern world, war is rapidly becoming outdated  outdated by the v

 of S°Ct ~ e .ta~tei:b·ec~~se of tlie > nibs and g~rms which Could 
brin  no   y chaos.

Do not misunderstand me. I see no golden age o ~1 io'us peace and

tra.nquility ahead of ~s. Disag ement will continu to e~:!.st, political  sociaJ., 

economic. In fact, we could not do without it. That would mean ·stagnat:t~ii. But 

normally, we think of war in military terms. That is what we fear most  and that 

i s what I think is too old fashioned fo our ag Today, we may face years of 

political tensions, rfare, :ps~ch~ ogic ~d even cultural. warf r . 

But these, I believe, ar corit ollable types of warfa controllable ·thrcugh 

peaceful international ac·t :i~ .  That is .why th Unit~d. N~tions with ·eve'ry p~sing 

mes more and m n n able .

Ju t a fa~ d~y e.g w n~tfo as n th Uni t~d states of Indone~:{a . 

It gea peacefull i  th d, as the result of · conc:i.liation undertaken 'by 

the United Nations. War and violence could ot s~iv•e this"· :r;~~blem. have ~ther 

examples too from hf~tory, of O ~ffective d ti.6~s . mediati~n-b,ringing 

Still, there are man,y many problems a.head of us. 

Our newspapers and books are filled with the fantastic taJ.es of the 

scientist's progress, At the same time three quarters of the human race still 

lives in poverty and hardship far below the level in more dci~~loped countries

Malnu rition and e n hur hr ten the liv f m:1.ii:i6~-:: The share of the 

world's majority 1n what we call modern civilization is still extremely modest. 
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These conditions are a disgrace to the h intellect. 

Here agai  recent ·  aq;tioji has shown signs of increa rlfs The last

General Assembly of the United Nations \.l.nan.ill!,ously voted. a :program of technical 

assistance to under-developed areas. All Member State as well as the United 

Nations and its Special1:zed. ~gencies have found~ commor  starting point for this 

gigantic task. So a lleginning is being .made in this field too . 
 .

But the greatest single · question before us today ~s this: Can man be as 

~lse as he is b9ld? 

.After the Firs:t; World "\Jar we. made great advances. We tried with the League 

of Nations to ad.Just our national diff eren~es an~ ~ 11 ve . togethei' in harmony. We 

failed. Another more ghastly disaster befell us as the world plunged into a ne~   . .
war in 1939. _Now we try again with the United Nations. We have advanced again. . . . . .  
It may still. be an in~ompJ,ete instrument. But t~ie time we ~e stronger. • Our • 

organization is lfotter-found.ed and it is universal. And we are more pressed for 

time. 

The point is simply .this: Has the -wisdomot, sta~f'Omen and peoples advanced 

sufficiently to permit us .to make this  inatrument work? Or do we still need more 
' 

· lessons to teach  11s ·what to .do?

Many people  ask this g_uestion.  Millio:ns _and hunp..reds of millions still liv~ . . 
in fear. They do not lmow what the second part of this century will bring t~ 

them. No one lmows, as yet 

Mey I on this New Y,ear!s Eve only say thi1;3J 

Have faith! .

Don't despair! 

Work for !)eace, and,. ."W'.~ ehall get it.

Do for your neighbors -what you want them t.o_do for you. 

Be aware that the world is one and must .remain one.  

Bemember that . we. o.re  all sharing  each other I s fate .

It is my firm belief that in the caning year.13, w_e ~hall have the courage ·· 

and wisdom to use our comm,on platform, the United Nations, to control our

difference.tl, to spread wid;e , our knowledge, _and advance our ciyilization. • There 

is no ration~ alternative  -po_ choose .• 

And maybe our children's children will cross the threshold of the 

twenty-first century :wit_h 1:'l. clearer conscience and a sux.er step than we who 

shape the,ir world today. 

They can, if we will. 
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