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TEXT OF 1ET'l1ER FBOM fill. :BT..X·N :2IUCE, UTT ACTING SECRETARY­

GEIIBHAL TO TIIE U. 8. SECRETJJIT OF S'rATE 

'.i.'he :follow.:.nt:, letter was sent :resterday, 26 July 1949, by Mr, :Byron Price, 

Acth1{; Secretar~r-Goneral of the United Nations, to Mr. Dean Acheson, US SGcre­

tary of state: 

"I have the honour to d5.rect your atte:--ition to a news re.lea e issued on 23

July 1949 by a Guo-Committee on Imr;1igration and NC:J.turalization of the Unitecl 

states Senate rcproducinc certain proceocLln,::_;s of the 8-ub-Cori1nittee, :i.nc1u<ling 

the questioning of a. w:.tness regarding tllo IJeroonnel practices and internal 

orsanization of the Secretariat of the United Eat:l.ona. 

"You will note tlrn.t the Sub..;C_om11ittf:e, f1..1.rthermol'e, chose to talce, and to 

Make pubJ.:lc, tectinony which include!1 irresponsible and u..'U'ound.ed attacks en 

the integrity of the Secretary-Conera_l c:;..:1::.1 of certain mcwb.ers of the 

Secretariat. 

"From this it 110uld. appem· that the S::b-Comrn..i.ttee has misund.erstood the 

basic prinoi:r,les on which tl1e United. Nations ,ms fcunded: which principles were 

ex:l)lici tlt ac epted by each member governmen'~ when it acccdell to the Charter. 
rt' 
1 nee-:l hardly point out that great :pains we:::-e taken by the founders of the 

United Nations to insure that it should be e truly international orc;anization, 

having in its staff nntionalc from all nembers. The Secretary-General was 

cleG113natcd b:- the Charter as • the Chief Aclminictrative Off:tcer of tile organiza­

tion. nnswero.bJ.e for his acts to the General Assembly in which each member 

nation has a voice. To this end, Artj_cle 100 of th  Chartor provia_ed: 

1. In the perforrwnce of their cluties the Secretru.7-General e.nd 

the staff shall not seek or receive instructions frcm any 0overnmont 

or from a:1,2/ oth0:c o.uthor:1.t:, external tc the Or0a.nizat:i.on. They shall 

2•efrain from un:y act:ion which migl1t ref.1 oct on their riosition as inter­

natfonal officials responsi'b~.e only ~o the Orcunization. 

2. Each Meml)er of the Uni tecl Nations unclertakes to respect the 

exclue:~vely inteTn::itfonnl c!w:i.-acter of the responsibilities of the 

Secretar;,--General and the staff 8Dtl not to seek to influence them in 

the d ischarc:e of their r0sponsibil:: tie 2. 

"In view of the plaJn res1,onsib:!.lities of the ~;ecretai·y-Ge:'1.eral under the 

Chc.rter, I em com:r.)elled to po:I.nt out that the internal adminiztratio:, of the 

Secretariat is the responsi1)ility of the Secretary-General fu"ld the Ge;:ioral 

Asseably. 

"All of the official acts and. lJOliciec of the Secretary-General are unclor 

constm1.t end thorouGh review b~; competent committees of the Gonel'al As8embly; 

(more) 
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ancl th:r.-ouch these commi ttees, niornbor 0ovornments have opportunity to inq_uire 

ae fully as they desir,) :l.nto tbo efficim!CJ" and ir.1pa:rtiali ty of the ad,ainistra­

tion of the Seci-eturiat. 
11 If the Secretar:r•-GenersJ_ 1-1ere to be a.."1::merable in 2.d.di tion to C omr.1i ttees 

nf natfonal 105:i.slatures, all posdbili;t ;y of the successful existence of the 

UnJted Natfons as an inte:i.·nationnl or6an:tzation would. be destroyed, This wc.s 

~i'craceon cJ.enJ:ly whon the Chart ,'lr was uri t·cen and sti,bla.i. tted to meill'ber nations 

fer thc: r acce:ptonce or i·eJection. It would be trQ8ic if it were fo:.~go:;ten 

now. 

"I would . sroatJ.,y ap"91·eciate iL i:::', in "fiew of our -iecp concern, you would 

be gooJ_ enoush tc infoY'fil me of the vir:iws of yo'U' cove:cnment on thia subject. 

Byron Price 

Act:tnr Secretary-General. 11 




