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TEXT OF LETTER FROM MR, BYNCN PRICE, UN ACTING SECRETARY-
GBINERAL TO THE U.S. SECRETARY OF STATE

The following letter was sent yesterday, 26 July 1949, by Mr, Byron Price,
Acting Secreveary-General of the United Naticns, to Mr. Dean Achesen, US Secre-
tary of State:

"I have the honour to direct your attention to a news release issued on 23
July 19L9 by a Sub-Committes on Tmmigration and Naturalization of the United
States Senate reproducing certain procesdings of the Sub-Committee, including
the questicning of & witness regarding tlhe personnel practices and internal
organization of the Secretariat of the United Nabions.

"You will note that the Sub-Comaittee, furthermore, choge to take, and to
rake public, tesctimony which inclnded irregsponsible and unfounded attacks cn
the integrity of the Secretary-General and of certain members of the
Secretariat.

"From this it would eppear that the Sub-Committee has misundorstood the
basic principles on which the United Nations was fcunded, which principles were
explicitly accepted by each member governmeu’ when it acceded to the Charter,

"I need hardly point out that great pains were taken by the founders of tho
t should he a truly international organlzation,

pari

United Nations to insure that i
having in ite staff nationals from all members. The Secrotary-General was
designated by the Charter as the Chief Administrative Officer of the organiza-
tion snswerable for his acts to the General Assembly in which each nember
nation has a voice, To this end, Article 100 of the Charter provided:
1. In the perforvance of thelr dutles the Sacretery-General and

he staff chall not seek or receive instructions from any government

or from any other autheoritsy external tc the Crganization, They shall

refrain from any action which might ref’cct on their nosition as inter-

national officials responsible only %o the Orgznization.
2, ZTach lMember of the United Nations undertakes to respect the
exclusively intsrnational character of the responsibilitieg of the

Secretar -General and the stalff and not to gesk to influence them in

the discharge of thelr ragponsibilitie
“"In view of the plain responsibilities of the Gecretary-General wnder the

Cherter, I =m compelled bo point out that the internal administration of the

Secretariat is the responsibility of the Secretary-General and the Geaeral
Assenbly.

"All of the official
constant and thorough review by competent cormittees of the General Assembly;

acts and policieg of the Secretary-General are undcr

(more)



’

e rress Brleasc 5G/1¢
27 July 1949

and throwh theme committees, membor governmentve have opportunity to inquirs
ag fully as they desire Into the efficiency and impartiality of the administra-
tion of the Secreturiat.

"If the Secretary~Gensral were to be ancwerable in addition to Cormittees
of national leogislatures, all posslbility ol thiec succesaful existence of the
United Nations as an international organization would be destroyed. This wasg
Torogsen clearly when the Charter was written and subuitted to meuber nations
fer thelir acceptonce or relection., It would be tragic if it were forgouten
ILOW.

"I would groatly aporeciste 1t i, in view of our deep concern, you would

be good enough to inform me of the vinwz of your government on this subject.

Byron Price

Azting Secretary-Goneral.”





