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EXHIBIT I

Chart showing track of H.M.Ships on 22nd October
on passage through the North Corfu Channel
and their position at 1453% when H.M.Destroyer
"SAUMAREZ" struck a mine, It will be noted
that all the ships are well inside the route
published internationally as Medri 18/32 and
18/34. ‘







EXHIBIT II (a)

PHOTOGIAPHS OF H.M,S, "SAUMAREZ® AFTER STRIKING

A MINE IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL



EXHIBIT II (a)

PHOTOGRAPHS OF H.li.S. "SAUMAREZ" AFTER STRIKING A MINE IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL

A, 1
H.,M.S. "SAUMAREZ" 30 seconds after the explosion, enveloped in
smoke and listing to starboard. Time: 1454.
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"SAUMAREZ® sheers to port into the wind.




A. 3

The fire in "SAUMAREZY is got under control, The fire in fact
was not put out until after she reached Corfu at 0300 the next

day.



EXHIBIT JII (1)

EHOTOGRAPHS OF H, M, S, "SAULAREZ" AFTER STRIKING
4 MINE IN THE SWEPT CHAKKZL

Port side of H.K.S. "SAUMAREZ" on fire. The ship is
settling by the bows.

Port side of H.M.S., "SAUMAREZ" on fire.



Starboard side of H.M,S5. "8AUMAREZY showing the damage
sustained,

H.M.S. "SAUMAREZ" settling by the bows., After examination
she was written off as a total loss.






EXHIBIT II (c)

PHOTOGRADIS OF H,N,S. "SAUMAREZ" AND H.I:’x,§; "V OLAGE"

" -+ e ot

AFTER_STRIKING MINES IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL
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EXHIBIT 1II

The Agreement constituting the International
Organisation for the Clearance of Kines in European Waters.







INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION FOR THE

CLEARANCE OF MINES IN EURCOPEAN WATERS.

The following crganisation for the cleasranez of mines in
European waters after the defeat of Germany has ween dfawn up with
a view to mecting the needs’of all interested maritime Powers by
providing an international machiﬁery for the direction cof pnlicy
and genera2l control of mine clearance operaticens. It is hoped
thet by these measures mines will be cleared with eqgual

thoroughness and expedition in &1l Furopean Waters.

Division of HEuropesn witers into zZcnes

2. 'The European waters tc¢ ke cleared shall be divided into
four zones :-

(i)  An Eost atlantic zone

(11) A& Mediterranesn ione

(iii) A Barents, Baltic and Black 3ea zono

(iv) A Kattegat, Baltic Straits and their appreaches zone

ThesSe zones shzll te divided into areas and sub-areas, the
clesrance of which shall be sllocated to the interested littoral
ond other naval powers under the direetion of Bosrds set up in
accordance with poragraph 7 below. The recommended limits of
these zones are given at Appendix'A.

International Central Mine Clearance Bosrd

Ze Mine 'clearance in European waters shall be controlled and
co-ordinated by an Internationél fSentral Mine Clearance Board,
under the presidency of a British Naval Offieer and consisting

of representatives of France, U.5.5.R., U-Kf and U.S.h.

L. Each member of the Central Board shall be responsible for
consulting his @overnment as he mey dzem necessary and shzll have
the right to insist that the confirmatien of his Oovernment is
required before any partisular action contemplated By the Central

Board affecting its interests is taken.
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(g) to give guidance to the Zone Boards in determining.
the areas of specified. responsibility referred to in
peragraph 7 (a).
(h) to specify the acceptable scale of mine elearance,
essential for safe navigation.
(i) to promulgate reports on experience gained in the
course of operations.
NOTE. It is assumed that, under the terms of the
instruments of surrender, all enemy minesweeping forces
will be taken over and held at the disposal of the
United Nations.

Zone Mine Clearance Boards

Te there shall be set up within each zene a Zone Mine

Clearance Boari, responsible to the Central Board, with the

following functions :-
(2) to divide the zome into sub—éréas and to assign the
responsibility for the clearance of sub-aréas aﬁong the
Powers involved; +to re-adjﬁst the limits of these sube
areas only if at any time this.adjustment should be necessary.
(t) to direct the general policybof mine clearance ﬁithin
the zone, while leaving the executive control of minesweeping
forces in the hands of the individual Power responsible for
each sub-area, But the direct control in the clearance
of sub-areas for Which surrendered countries are responsible
shall be exercised by the Supreme Alliedchnmander or the
Allied Gommiésion of Control.
(¢) to determine the responsibility of the capitulated
Powers in the clearance of waters within the zone.
(d) to allocate minesweeping forces assigned to the zone by
the Central Board to Powers represented on the Zone Board who
have not sufficient minesweeping forces.with which to clear the

suh-~area / ’ essee L












ALPPENDEX 4A"

Linits of Bones in European Waters

The limits of the zones shall be as follows :-

East &tlantic Zone (i) The Eastern boundaries of the East
atlantic Zone shall‘be a line running
appréximately along the meridian of North
Cape (Nordkapp) (25° L7' East approximately)
to the co2st of Norway; the Scandinavian
coast to the Norwegian-Swedish frontier;
& line joining the Norwegian-Swedish
frontier to tip of the Skaw; ‘the Western
shores of FEurope to Cape St. Vincent;
and a line joining Cape St. Vincent and
Cape Blanco (Norsh) (33° 09! North)
(8° 38" West). The Western boundary of
the East Atlantic Zone shall he the dividing
line between the British and American
strategiz areas.

Mediterrancan Zone (ii) The Western boundary of the Mediterranean

Zone shall be a line Jjoining Cape St.
Vincent 2nd Cape Blanco; at its Fastern
end the Zone shall exclude the territorial

woters of Turkey.

Barents, Beltic and (iii) The Western boundary of the Barents Sea area

Black Seas Zone shaell coincide with the Eastern boundary of

the East Atlantic Zone North at approximately
the meridian of North Cape (Nordkapp).

(iv) /

L3 N 2 2






Diplomatic Corrosnondence between H.M. Government

and Albanian Governmont, October and November 1946
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Note_to Albanian Governmont dated 10th Ngxembgg 1946,

This noto, refcrring @o the proxiaus notes of 20th and 31st
October, informed the Albanian Government that sweoping of “he Corfu
channol woﬁld take place on 12tn Novcmbter.

It mode cleoar that this was boing done in accordance with the
. unanimous docision of the Contral Mine Clearanco Board on lst November
that the channcl should be reswent, It explained that the arca to be
swopt would bo Modri arcas 18/32 and 18/34, as definod in the charts
of the Central Board, which worc in the posscssion of tho Albanian
Gofernmcnt. It added that no.ships would be stationed in Albanian
vaters and thaé the operation would be carricd out in exactly the same
way as the origincl swceping donc in October 1944 and February 1945,

to which the Albanian Govornment raiscd no objoctions,

-D-

Albanian Note of 11ith November.
(English Translation),

The Albanian Government is obliged to protest against
unilateral deceision of His Majcsty's Government concerning the sweeping
of thc Straits of Corfu i,e. for Llbanian torritorial watcrs within
.thé Straits, Thoy canpnot agroe that a sovercign country should be faccd
in this way w+ch a fait accompli, |

The Albanian Govornment as statcd in its noto of October 31st
docs not considor it inconvenient that the Brifish floot should undertake
tho swooping of waters of channel of navigation to cnsurc passage of its
ships. In thesc circumstances and bufore the swoeping is carricd out, the
slbanian Government considor it indisponsable to decide what arca of the

sca should bo considerod to constitute the channel of navigation, To this

Jond Llbanian yee



end Albandan Government propose the establishment of a mixed Cemmission
competent to submit to the two Governments an actual solution, Albanian
Government at the. same tine request Hig Ifajesty's Goyernwent to draw the -
attention of all subordinate authorities, wlhea they underta‘.cé the smeenii:
of the channdl, to the necessity of ccn’’ning themselves sirictly to the
sweeping of determined passage in stricw accordahce with gontents of His
YaJesty's Government's nofe of October 10th, (a)

Any sweeping undertaken without the consent of the Albanian
Government o:tside the determined passage, i.e., inside Albanian territorialn
waters where foreign war ships have no reason to sail, can only be considered |
a8 a dellberate violation of Albanian terrdtbry and soveraeignty.

The Alb?mian Government atta.che.fs particular importance to this
statement because the two British warships which were shipwrecked were
salling as competent British authorities have themselves admitted, outside

the Straiis and within Albanian territorial waters,

{a) Presumably November 10th is intended,







EXHIBIT V.

REPORT ON MINESWEEPING BY

FRENCH OBSERVER CAPITAINE DE FREGATE HESTRE
(IN FRENCH WITH ENGLISH TRANSIATION)




N9 566
ROME, le I6 Kovembre 1046

ORIGINE : Capitaine de Frégate NESTRE Délégué Frengais au Burem

International des dragages pour la zone méditeran-
néens ,

ADRESSEE au Capitaine BLACKBURN R.N. Président du Bureau Inter-
national des dragages pour la zone méditerannéene.

s
-
3

Mission aupr&s du Contre-Amiral Commandant l'opération
RETAIL les I2 & I3 Novembre IQ46 -

SIR.

J's 1'honneur de vous rendre compte de ma misalon
auprés du Contre-Amiral KANAHAN R.N. Commandent la CSI, chargé
de l'exécution de l'opération RETA L,

Grace aux megures gqui furent prises pour assurer
mon transport repide, aprds avoir apponté sur H,M.S, OCEAN,
je fus transbordé en mer sur H,M.S. MAURITIUS batiment amiral,

I'opération prévue pour le jour D fut exécutée
normalement ;3 le dragage de la zone prévue pour les évolutions
du Support Group le jour suivent étalt terminé & la tombée de’
la nuit. A 20 heures je fus transbordé sur le dragueur B.Y.M.S.
n® 2075 qui devalt participer le lendemain & une partie du
dragage et devait 8tre utilisé pour le tramsport du M.,D, Of-
ficer et de moi-m8me. A 7 heures 30 le I3} Novembre l'opératioms
de dragage du chenal de CORFOU commenga avec 4 draguuanns
B, Y, .S, 5 Fleet Minesweepera et 3 Danlayers ,

Ia premidre pamsse fut exécutée par les 4 B,Y.M.S.
dragues A babord gqui parcoururent du Nord vers le Sud la limi-
te Quest du chenal, suivi 4 une certa ne distance par les 5
Fleet Mineaweepers , Au coura de cette passe, 2 mines vinreat
en surface, l'une fut ramende sur la cote Nord de Corfou, l'sa-
tre explosa dans la drague. La deuxidme passe fut fei te du Sud
au Nord par lea 5 Plette Minesweepers suivie par 3 B,Y.M.S.
dragues 4 tribord .Dane cette: zone qul était plus r s prochée
gue la précédente des sux albanaises, 7 mines vinrent en sur-
face, Une troisidme passe tut fa te du Nord vers le Sud, dragues
4 babord, au cours de lagquelle I} mines vinrent en surface ,

A la fin de cette passe le dragage du chenal de Corfol

pouvalt &tre considéré © mme terminé avec le résultat sulvani:

21 mines venues en purface

I mine explogée dans une drague ,

Des 2I mines venues en surface, 2 furent remorquées

3 terre sur le cote Nord de Corfou,une fut coulée & coups de fu-
ail, Les autres ne purent &tre coulées le jour m€me en raison
de la difficulté de perforer leurs coques avec des balles
ordinaires , _ :

e ;, *H



-2-

lles observations au sujet des mines venues en surface
gsont les suivantes :

I.- Les 22 mines draguées étaient dans 1'ancien chenal dragué
ou dans son voisinage immédiat.

2.,- Les 8 mines que j'ai vues personnellement étaient celles
draguées & la premidre et 2 la deuxidme passe . Toutes les 8 étalent
du méme modele que j'ai pu identifier comme le type allemand G.R.
sans antenne flottante, avec 5 antennes (HORNS) et 90 livres d'dx-
plosif ., Je ne pus rien dire des I3 mines draguées & la troiseéme
passe, n'ayant pas pu me rendre sur place avant la nuit, mais j'ai
tout lieu de supposer qu'elles étaient du m&me type .

3.~ Les 8 mimes que j'ai vues moi-m8me étaient apparemment
2 1'eau depuis un temps que j'estime de l'ordre de 6 mois au
neximum et probablement moins , En effet aucune trace d'oxydation
ni de coquillages ni d'herbes n'apparaissaient sur elles .

J'al eu entre les mains plusieurs piéces provenant de la pre-
nidre mine qui a été désarmée par le M,D,0fficer : le détonateur
la charge primaire , les antennes avaient tous l'apparence de pie-
ces neuves et il memble que le dénontage des antennes Eimimmixxaimmx
ait été treés facile, les antennes en plomb n'ayant pas été abimées
par les clés de démontage.

4,~ La densité des mines draguées augmentait au fur et &
mesure que les dragueurs passaient plus prés de la ofte : 2 mines
4 la premidre passe, 7 mines & la deuxiéme , I3 mines & la troisie-
me . ‘

5.~ Les me sures les plus rigoureuses ont été prises pour gue
l'opération ne puisse & aucun moment 8tre considérée comme une
Provocati on aux yeux de la population albanaise ,

a) Jamais les camons des dragueurs n'ont été pointés vers

la terre
b)Interdiction avait été fai te aux dragueurs d'utiliser

leurs canons légers pour détruire les mines .

c)Seul le tir des armes légires (fusils) était autorisé
Pour la destruction des mines .

d)Les embarcations chargées de la destruction des mines
avaient 1a consigne de tirer sur les mines vers 1'Ouest donc vers
le large,

e) Ces consignes ont été rigoureusement exécutées pen-
dant la période au cours de laquelle je suis resté sur les lieux
ou étaient les mines en surface, '

e/ oo



Pendant un certain temps j'ai pu suivre a la jumelle
une embarcation naviguant agsez prés de terra portmmt un pavil.
lon rouge avec quelques signes dans le rouge (je creis que c'éiy
le pavillon albanais) , Cetie embarcation a coroisé assez loin de
dragueurs sans jamais same approcher a molnsde 3.000 ou 4,000 md
tres , Aucun signal & ma connaissance n'a &té falt par elle,

la deuxidme mine ramenée & terre n'a pu en raison de la m:
8tre exaninéde que le I4 Novembre ., Il y a tout lieu de croire

que son aspect ne difrérait pas beaucoup de celle examinée le
I3 Novembre . ' .

;ONCLUSIORN-~

Le chenal de Corfou peut dorénavant &tre consldéré comme
ouvert A la navigwation de surface , Ce! te opération de sécurii(
permettra de raccourcir notablement les @ mmunications marltine
entre le Nord de la Gréce et l*idriatique et interesse particu-
lidrement les batiments de I4U.N.R.R.A.chargésdu ravitalllement
des pays de l'Europe Centrale et Méridionale ,

Pour terminer je tiens 4 remercier les Autorités Britan-
niques de 1l'excellent accuell que j'a trouvé sur les divers
batiments et avions qui m'ont transporté , Cet accueil ainal
que les facilités de transport qui m'ont été données m'ont rem
particulié¢rement agréable ma mission d'observateur ,

Le Capiteaine de Frégate MESTRE



o= : Coumnander LLSSTRE, Frenci liavy .
French ?c““csemablve to the LizD.IIL0LN Boara’,
DATZ : 23rd Noveober, 1946

7
j

Captain BLACITLRL, Roya_l Tavy,
~ Presgident of the !ZEDNIIIZ.I7 Board.

SUB-"Z=CT : Minegweening Operaticns in Corfu Channel,
OBSZT : Oveoration de dragage dans le chenul de Corfu.
Sir,

Dans le rapport que je vous al reais a 2ome le
16 noveubre dernier, au sujet de l'O’p'“/I‘&tion de d.rai"age des mines
du chenal ce Corfu, Je vous ai "endu compte que ;J avais. ‘examine’
les mlnes lomsqu! elles etaient a l'eau et cue je les avai$
iden Lplﬂes come Etant au type allemand G, R :

' Pas suite de difficulte our me conduire & terre aVaIl't
la nuit, je‘ n'avaiSpu les observer moi mene sur le 1‘:'.va.ge. '

Les mines ont ete ulterieurement 1 roris Ox tces a ‘.alte
ou Je les ai examine& en détail le 25 noveubre. Sa.ns aucun doute -
possivle ces mines sont du type allemand G.Y. et non pas G.R.
Plusieurs caracteristiques aue je n'avaiSopu controler a flot renuent
la confusion impossible entre ces deux tynas de mine . :

(a) Diamétre beaucoup plus crend Gu Ilotteur
de la mine G.Y. '

(v) Ceinture a laquolle sont soudés les deux
hanlsnheres constituant le flotteur.

(c) Deux antennes ae formee peiticuliere monteé sur
une piece coudee et qul ne sont pas v1smle,s lotfiue
la nine est dens 1'eau, ¥tant £ixfe 2 1' hE'llS‘f)hel 2
mferleu.t. La mine G.‘.{. est la plus grosse nine
B crapaud (moored mlne) que j'aie Jjamals vue :
(600 livres d'°x:‘1051f3.

J'al nmflte de cette v~s1te approfondis pour controler:
que les margues peintes sur les mines etaient encore trcs visibles.

Pt

CAPITADIE ‘_‘(’ATF‘
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/.> mESTIE

Conies en fraicais :

1 pour President LI .IN.CIV Board

1 pour Commander-in-Chief, Medltern.nean
1 pour KMinistere de la A.Iarme i

1 pour Admir 2l Mediterranee, Algiers,






the same type.

3) The eight mines which I saw myself had apparently
been in the water for a length of time which I
should estimate at the maximum of six months and
probably less. There was no trace of rus€ or marine
growth or barnacles apparent. I had in my hahd
several pieces of tine first mine which was rendered
safe by the Wine Disposal Officer. The detonator and
the primer and the horns all had the appearance of
being new, and the unscrewing of the horns appeared
to be very easy as the lead of the horns was not even
marked by the spanner.

4) The density ot the mines cut increased as the sweepers
got closer to the shore: two mines in the first lap,
seven in the second, and thirteen in the third.

5) The most rigorous precautions were taken to prevent
the operation at any time appearing provocative in
the eyes of the Albanian population:

a) ‘lhe guns of the minesweepers were never
pointed towards the shore.

b) The sweepers had been ordered not to use
their light guns to destroy the mines.

¢) OUnly fire by small arms (rifles) was
authiorised for the destruction of floating
mines.

d) The boats which had the duty of destroying
mines had orders to fire at the mines to the
westward i.e., towards the open sea.

e) These orders were rigorously carried out
during the period I was on the spot where
mines had come to the surfade.

During part of the time, I could follow with my binoculars
a boat cruising fairly close to the shore carrying a red flag with
some design (1 think it was the Albanian flag). This boat
cruised a fair distance from the sweepers and never came closer ’
- than 3000 to 4000 metres. s far as I know no signal was made by her

The second mine brought ashore could not be examined
until the 1l4th November owing to the darkness. There is every
reason to believe that it did not differ in any respect from the
mine examined on the 13th WNovember. , :

CONCLUSIOL. The Corfu Channel can from now onwards be
considered open to surface navigation. This operation will allow for
a considerable shortening of the sea communication between North
Greece and the sdriatic, and interest particularly the craft of
UNRRAwhich are engaged in bringing relief for countries of Central

and Southern Europe.

To conclude I wish to thank the British Authorities for

the excellent welcome which was given me on board the various
ships and aircraft on which I travelled. This welcome and t@e
facilities for transport which were afforded me made my mission as

observer a particularly agreeable one." :

(Sgd) Le Capitaine de Fregate MESTRE







LHIBIT VI_(a

PHOTOGRAPHS OF MINES FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL
ON_13TH NOVEMBER, 1946













EXHIBIT Vi (a)

PHOTOGRAPHS OF MINES FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHALNEL
ON 13TH NOVEMBER, 1












PHOTOGRAPHS OF MINES FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL

ON 13TH NOVEMBER, 1946













PHOTOGRAPHS OF MINES FQUND IN THE SWEPT CHANKEL

ON_13TH NOVEMEER, 1946












EXHIBIT VI ({e)

PHOTOGRAPHS OF MIKES FQUND IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL

ON 13TH NOVEMBER, 1946













EXHIBIT vi_(d

PHOTOGRAPHS OF MINES FQUND IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL
O _13TH NOVEMBER, 1946 -
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EXHIBIT Vi (e

MARINE GROWTH ON MINES
I IOUNT MAR GROWIT UND_ON A MINE IS AN

INDICATICN OF THE LENGTH OF TIME THE MINE HAS BEEN

IN THE WATER












EXHIBIT VI (e

MARINE GROWTH ON MINES

THE AMOUNT OF MARINE GRONTH FOUND ON A MINE IS AN

INDICATIGHN OF THE LENGTH OF TIME THE MINE HAS BEEN

IN THE WATER


















E ViI

CHART SHOWING DEFELCES OVERLOOKING THE

BAY OF SARANDA (PCRTA EDDA) AND THE TRACK OF H.M. SHIPS

ON_PASSAGE ON 15TH MAY







EXHIBIT 1IX

Affidavit sworn by Captain of U.N.N.R.A. vessel
which was fired on on October 29th, 1946,
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