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de Corfú y su posición a las 14.531/z 
horas, cuando el destructor Saumarez 
chocó con una mina.............. I 

Fotografías del destructor Saumarez des­
pués de haber chocado con una mina 
en el canal dragado . . . . . . . . . . . . . . II 

a) y b) 

Fotografías de los buques Saumarez y 
V olage después de haber chocado con 
minas en el canal dragado . . . . . . . . . . II 
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Internacional de Dragado de Minas en 

c) 

Aguas Europeas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . III 

Correspondencia diplomática entre el Go­
bierno de S. M. y el Gobierno albanés, 
octubre y noviembre de 1946 . . . . . . . IV 
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de fragata Mestre, sobre el dragado de 
minas ( en francés con traducción in-
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15 de mayo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . VIII 

Declaración jurada del capitán del barco 
de la UNRRA sobre el que se hizo fue-
go el 29 de octubre de 1946. . . . . . . . . IX 

Fotografía de una embarcación pequeña 
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!Nota de la Secretaría. Este documento, originalmente 
en color, se reproduce aquí en blanco y negro. 
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EXHIBIT I 

Chart showing track of H.M.Shi"ps on 22nd October 
on passage through the North Corfu Channel 
and their position at 1453½ when H.M.Destroyer 
11SAUMAREZ 11 struck a mine. It w;i.11 be noted 
that all the ships are well inside the route 
published interna tionally as Medri 18/32 and 
18/34. 
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Track. cf H.M.S. "M>J.WTIU.S" 
thro~h. Corfu C"4niwt 
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EIHIBIT II (a} 

PHOTOOEAPHS OF H.M.S. "SAlJ1tiAREZ• AFTER STRIKING 

A MINE IN THE SUEPl' CHA.NNEL 



EXHIBlT II (1) 

PHatOOHAPHS OF H.u:.s. "SAUMAREZ" AFI'ER STRIKING A Mih'Ei IN THE SWEP.I' CHANNEL 

A. l 

A. 2 

H.M.S. 11SAUMAREZ" JO seconds aíter the explosion, enveloped in 
smoke and listing to starboard. Timez 1454. 

j 

t l 
; 1 
1 ·. 

\\ 
\ 1 

"SAUMAREZ" sheers to port into the wind. 



A. 3 

A. 4 

"SAUMAREZtt comes to rest settling rapidl1 by the bowe. 

" 
'A~º,=< 

The tire in "SAUMAfil..,Z" is got under control. The fire in faot 
was not put out until after she reached Corfu at 0300 the next 
day. 
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EIHIBIT II (b) 

fHQ'J;'.OOHAPUS UF H.M.S, "SAULlAREZn AFTER STRIKING 
LM!NE IN THE SWEPT CHA.NNEL 

Port sida of H.M.S. "SAtrMAREZ11 on fire. The ehip is 
settling by the bows. 

_" ª'.""'" 
··'-·• ... :.'i· 

;¡.,. 
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Port side or H.M.S. 11SA~,zn on fire. 



Starboard side of H.M.S. "IAUMAREZ" showing the damage 
~u,stained. 

H.M.S. nSAtJMAREZ" aettling by the bows. After examination 
she was writ~en off as a total loes. 





EXHIBIT II (e) 

PHOT~RAPHS OF H.r.:,s •. "SAUMAREZ" Afln H,iií,S. "VOLAGE" 

AFTER S'l'RIKING MINES IN THE SilEPT CHANNEL 



E X H I B I T I I ( e) 

11 PHaI'CGRJiPHS OF H. t.i .s 1 
11SAU?:l.AREZ11 A.\J"D H. M ,S . "VOLAGE11 AFTER STRIKThTG MHT@ 

e.,. 

IU THE SWEPT OH.ANNEL 

1 • • -. --- .. 

H.M.S. "VOLAGE1' after taking H.M.S. 1 SAUMAREZ~ in tow strikes a mine at 
1616 and her bows are bloffll off. The photog:raphe show H.LI.S. "VO~GE11 

proceeding stern first towing H.M.S. •SAUUAREZ• stern first al eo. 

C.2. 

A 20 

. ' .. ............ .. 

.,~ .. ,, ·, .. . 
-;• 

':• ~~t;, --
• r ..-..,-~ . ....... ~ --. •,e.._--\ . . . ·r· 

· ~:rt: · :~~~=r~~.,~~~J · _:-:'~ :"~ ~~.f;"-~~~ ~- .~~;,1., · 

m.¡,.h. wind is blowing the ahips on to the Albanian Coast. However by 
uint of gocx.i. seamansi1ip the "VJLAG:E" , although severely damagecl herself, 
rnanaged t o tow the 11SAu1,iARE'¿11 to Corfu. 



E X H I B I T III 

The Agreement constituting the Internationa.l 
Organisa tion for the Clearance of Mines in European Wa ters. 



.EXHIBI T III 

l:'OST WAR Mill3 · CI..hiJl&u\CE 

IN 

EiUROl'b.iJ" '/faTLRS 

The a t tache d d ocument has been agrLcd be tvú~en us as the basis of an 

internatie,nal orgcir,isatie,n for the cle&rence of mines in J:.u.rc,pean W.aters . 

'i'he I\:.presentativt s of tl').~ U11ited [:¡tates , Fr,mcé and Gre at :Sr itd n ha vE= 

é\lre.~dy bt:tn authc.,rise d to r,ccept this documt:nt en behv l f cf their 

r e spective Govt:rnJnents . 

S. lRllCii; . 
i.ngi m.:er Re &r .A<lniról 

Sovü t Nuvy. 

R. l 'RÍCB •. 
·c apt&in 

Uni t.ed $tates fü:. vy 

A. &\LA, 
Ru:, r /1dmiral 
French }wvy. 

1:.. L. S. iGNG. 22ni N::.ver.iber, 1945. 
i/ ict:: Ad.mir,:l 

Rcynl J:iievy 



INTERNhTIONb.L ORGANI3ATION FOR THE 

CLE.áRANOE OF MINES IN EUROPEAN W.ATERS. 

The following or~3nisation for the clopran•a of mines in 

European waters after the defeat of Germany has ·•een dráwn up vTith 

o. view to meeting the needs of all interested mari time Powers by 

providing an int8rnational machinery for the direction cf policy 

and gonoral control of miúe cloarance operatic:n.s. It is hoped 

thn.t by these nea sures mines will be cleared wi th equsl 

thoroughness and expedí tion in ell European Waters. 

Division of Europeon wc,ters into zcnes 

2. The European wa ters te te clearod shall be dividod into 

four zones :-

( i) An East ;,.t1antic zone 

(li) A Mediterranes.n zone 

(iii) .A. Bar_ents, B[ütic and Black Ses. zcno 

(iv) A Kattegat, Balt.ic Strsits and their .npprroches zone 

Theso zones sh::ül to divided into areo.s and sub-areas, the 

clo~roncc cf which shnll be sllocated to the interested littoral 

?nd othor nc..vEü powors urider the direction of Bos.rds set up in 

nccordo.nce with v,r&graph 7 bolow. The rocommended limi ts of 

these zones aro givon at ...',ppendix A, 

Intornationnl Cer!tral Mino Clecr'.J.nce Bo:::.rd 

3. Mine' clesranco in Europoe.n wnters shall he controlled and 

co-ordinated by nn Int8rno.tional (1entrsl Mine Clearance B09.rd, 

under the presidency of a British Naval Offü•er and consisting 

of reprosentatives of France, u.s.s.R., U.K. and u.s.A. 

4. Ea.ch member of the Central B~qrd shall be responsible far 

consulting his ~overnment as he m3y !3em necessary and shcll have 

thc right to insist that tho confirmati~n of his 0Jvernment is 

rcquired befare any particular action contemplated ay the Central 

Board affecting i ts interests is taken • 

.J. / ••••• 2 



5 . . At all stages during the prepar ation of plans for mine 

cleerance , and until ccmpletion of the task , the Centra l Boar d 

shall r efer to the illied Naval J.uthorities as deemed necessar y 

and shal l in parti cular COD$ult the Suprema Allied Ccmnander s 

and the Allied Ccrnmission of Control on their special requirements . 

In their dealings with capitulated pawers , the Central Boord, 

and.the zone Boards r eferred to below, shall canrnunicat e rlith them 

through the· oppr opria t e Suprema Állied Cc:mmander or illied 

Conrni ssi on of Control. 

6. 'Ihe f wictions of the Centrel Bo::.:.rd shall be :-

(o ) to drow up n general plan of mine cl earonce in the 

European wat ers tuking into account ships , mlinp ower o.nd 

minesweeping eq_uipment. (1;iin0swee ping f orces ) re q_ui r ed, and 

to oscerta in for this purpose nva ilable rc sources of b (tth 

the hllied o.na neut r~l coW1tr ios concerned nr.d the 

defe tlted pov,ers . 

(h ) to lay down the precise l imi t s of t he zones in 

_European HC:. t e rs :,nd to ndjus t t _hese l imits only if a t any 

tL~e this Ghould be necessary . 

(o) to set up 2nd direct the Zone Mine Clearnnce Boards 

r eferred to in p~rcgr~ph 7. 

(d) t o set up the Cent r al Mine Cle~rance I ntelligence 

Office referrod t o i n par ~groph 13 . 

( e ) to direct, t hrough the Zone Clearnnce Bcards , the 

genernl policy of mine clearance in Eur~peon wot ers . 

(f) to apportion, i n the light of the mi ne cleor once 

ccrr.mi t rnent of ench zone , tha n•, • 1 : =~ble~ ninesHeeping forces 

bctween the z ones at the ~egi ;:ning oi nine clecr nnce , ond to 

re- ol locntc mi nesweeping f orces fr cr;1 one z one to anothcr 

should it a t ony time oppco.r desir~ble , provided t hat such 

r e - alleteatio1i. would be without de triment to the first z one • 

( g) / •••.• 3 



(g) to give guidance to the Zone Boards in determ.ining­

the areas of specified. responsibility referred to in 

paragraph 7 (a). 

(h) to specify the acceptable scale of mine clearance, 

essential for safe naviga'tion. 

(i) to promulgate reports on experience gained in the 

course of operations • 

.NOTE. It is o.sswned that, wider the terms of the 

instruments of surrender, all enemy minesweeping forces 

will be taken over and held at the disposal of the 

United Nations. 

Zone Mine Olearance Boards 

7. 'l'here s hall be set up wi th in ea ch z ene a Zone Mine 

Olearance Board, responsible to the Central Brord, with the 

following functions :-

(a) to divide the zone into sub-areas o.nd to assign the 

responsibili ty for the clearance of sub-areas among the 

Powers involved; to re-adjust the lirnits of these sub-

ar-eas only if at any time this adjustment should be necessary, 

(~) to direct the general policy of mine clearance within 

the zon~, ~nile leaving the executive control of minesweeping 

forces in the hands of the individual Power responsible far. 

each sub-area, But the direct control in the clearance 

of sub-areas far which surrendered countries are responsible 

shall be exercised by the Supreme ~llied Oanmander or the 

Allied Ocrnmission of Control. 

(e) to determine the responsibility of the capitulated 

Powers in the clearance of waters within the zone. 

(d) !;o allocate minesweeping forces üssigned to the zone by 

the Central Board to Powers represented on the Zone Board who 

he.ve not sufficient minesweeping forces wi th which to clear the 

suh-area / ••••• 4 



sub-eren for whi~h they are re-e~N1Sible. 

(e) a t the outset of mine clea rance to col.le et-.full 

i ntelligence of all ·mines laid wi thin the zone and 

throu@lout the work of clearance to collent and collate 

reports on the progress and opera tions ; and t o transmit 

this i ntelligenc e without delay to the Central Mine 

Olear ance I ntelligence Office. 

(f) to co-ordinate t he mine- clearanc e plans of the Power s 

responsible for cleo.rnnce within the zone and to ensure 

thn. t priori ties of comnon interest, such ~s the f-iürwnys 

of na.vigation nre ol:-served . 

( g) to ensure that the str,ndurd of mine clearance 

specified by tlw Centr~l Bo1:1rd is obsorved . 

(h ) to tr:·.nm;ü t to the Centr al Board '3.nd to prcmulg-c1 te wi thin 

the zono repor ts on tho experience g:::iined in the c ourse 

of oper::i.t ionG . 

~: For th~ purpose of t h8 preceding pr::r,: gr·:, phs, t he · tel'P.l 

•rüneswileping force~ • sh'o-..i.ld be t ·:.iken to include Ltinesweeping 

vessels , aircruft used in t he sc:r,rch f or r.ün¿¡c , rni nesweeping 

equipment , ancillnry vesscls ::md c:e::::r, moi nton:-,nce facilities 

·and othe r resources used in minesweeping, together wi th the 

personnel.to roo.n or operote them. 

E:lst Atlontic 3.one Boord 

8 . 'Ihe E:!st .i.tlantic Zone Board shal l consist of munbers 

representing Belgium, Canudn, funn\'.:lrk, Fr3nce , .Holland, Norway. 

u.s.s.R., ond the U.K. under the Presidency of a British Nevo.l 

Officer. J.. representative of Gerrrony :::hall be summoned to attend 

as r equired by the Bo3rd to give i n f or mat i on and to receive directions · 

Eire, Iceland, Portugal , Spo i n and Sweden , shall be invited to send 

observers to the Board . 

Medi t erranean Zone Board 

The / ••••• .5 
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9 • The Medí terranean Zone Board ~hall ooo.si.s-t of ·members 

representi ng France, Greece , u.s.s.R., the U.K .. , U.S..A.., and 

Y11goslavia. under tha Presidancy of a _British Nlval Officer. 

Representativas of Germnny and l taly sha.J..l: be SUI!JIIlOnOO.. -te a--t-tend 

as required by tha Board to give ~nforrnation and receive 

direction.s . Egypt , Portugal , Spain, and Turkey shall ~e 

invited t0 send cbservers to the Bcard . 

Barents , Baltic and Black Seas Zone Bcard 

10 . The Bare n ts , Bal t i e and Bla ck Seas Zoo.e B-oe.rd.._s.hel --0.onsis t 

of members r epresenting Deill!lD.rk , Norway, Poland, u.s.S.R. and u.x,._,,_ 

under the Presidency of a Soviet Naval Offi~er . Represent ativas 

of Bulgari.::, , Finlond, Germany, Italy and Roumania shall be sumnoned 

to attand. as required by the Board, to give infonw. tion and to . 

r eceive directions. Sweden and Turkey shall be invited to send 

observer s t o the Board . Tha Soviet Government considers the Danube 

to belong to the Zone of the Barents , Baltic and Black Seas and. it 

has already carried out a consideratle amount of 'minesweepirig of 

the river. 

Kuttagay, Bal tic Straits and their Approaches Zone Board 

11. '!'he Kuttega t , Baltic Straits and their Approaches Zone Board 

shall consist of nembers reprosenting Denm9.rk, Norv,ay , Poland , 

the U.S .S .R., nnd the U,K. The Presidency of this Board shall be 

held for alternate pcriods by a British and SO\Tiet Naval Officer. 

A representotive of Germany shnll be sunmoned to nttend ~s required 

hy the B~rd to give information snd to receive instructions. 

shnll be invi t ed to send l1n qbserver to the Board .. 

Ulocotion of Responsibil ity within the Zones 

Sweden 

12 . The allocntion of responsibility within the Z.ones is a rnatter for 

the decision of the r espective Zone Boards . E.~ch Power will undertake 

the clearance of its o~n coastnl waters and , in addition, on odjoining 

area in the open sen in proport i on to tho r:1inesweeping forces available 

or filade available to it, The / ••••• 6 
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The Intellige,nce Of'fi•e of the Centr al Board 

13. The Central Mine Clearance B@rd shall establish a Central 

International Intelligence ·office for the evaluation .ana pranulgation 

of mine clear~nce intel ligence. It shall oonsist of a n Execut i ve 

Cor.u:tl.ttee andan Administrative Section, '!he Exeoutive Committee will 

consist of representa ti ves of members of the Central Board. The 

organisntion of .the hdministrative Sectiqn will be undortaken by the 

British Ádmiralty. To secure close liaison between the Executive 

Ccrrmittee and the Adr.1.inistrative Section, the Senior Officer of the 

Administrative Section will nl so be a rne~ber of the Executive Committee . 

14. Mine clearcnce intell i gence from the -zones , aft er collation by the 

Zone Boards will be.received by the Central Intcrna tional Intelligence 

Off ice in tho narne of the Centrol Board. Information so received will 

be plotted by the hcl.ministrative Section for exar.'lination and evaluation 

by tho Ex0cutive Conrnittee , and will be: prcmulgated by the ~dministrative 

Section in accordcnce with the Executive Cornsittee's decisions . 

15. The r..aritir.te Powers shall be invitcd to appoi nt representatives 

in London, who might normally be officers s.t their E::1bassies , 1.egat:.ons, 

Consulates or High Ccr,'l.''í1issioners ' Offices , wi th TThcm the Intelligence 

Office 1:1ay havo dj.rect contoct. On receipt of intelligence frcr:1 the 

Zone Boards the Off ice shcll , wi th as li ttle delo.y o.s possible , 

distribute •Mine Warnings to Mcriners • to these representatives for 

onward transuiss ion to their respective Govern::ients. 

16. The Office sholl be responsible for its work to the Central Board. 

/ ' d. ,,, tt, ~ppen 1x Á ••••• 



.A.PPENDEX II A 111 

Lim.its of aones in European Waters 

The limi ts of the z ones shall be as follows :-

E'.lst ~tlantic Zone (i) The Eastern bowidaries of the East 

Mediterranean Zone 

~tlantic Zone shall be a line running 

ápproxim.ately along the meridian of North 

Cape (Nordkapp) (25º 47t FBst approximately) 

to the coe.st of Norway; the Scandinavian 

coast to the Norwegian-Swedish frontier; 

a line joining the Norwegian-Swedish 

frontier to tip of the Sk:P.w; the Western 

shores of Europe to C2pe St. Vincent; 

anda line joining Cape St. Vincent and 

Cape Blanco (North) (33° 09 1 North) 

( 8 ° 38 1 Wes t) • The Western boundary of 

the Eqst Atlantic Zone sho.11 r.e the dividing 

line hetween the British and American 

strategi~ nreas. 

(ii) The Western boundary of the Mediterranean 

Zone sho.11 be a line j oining Cape St. 

Vincent 2.nd Cape Bl3.nco; cc.t i ts Eastern 

end the Zone shall e:x:clude the territorial 

wn.ters of Turkey. 

Barents, Boltic and (iii) The Western boundary of the Bnrents Sea area 

Black Seas Zone shall coincide wi th the Eastern boundary of 

the East b.tlantic Zone North at approximo.tely 

the neridian of North Cape (Nord.kapp). 

(iv) / 

••••• 2 
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(iv) The woundary \ etween the Bal tic Sea 

aree and the Kattegat cnd Baltic 

bpproaches Zone shall be a line drawn 

frcn Ystad (Sweden) to the vic inity 

of Lubeck . 

(v) The Bl~ck Sea ~rea shall exclude the 

Bosphorus and the territoral waters 

of Turkey . 

Kotteg&t 1 Bo.ltic S tr::1its (vi ) The Western bo1mdary of the Kattegat, 

and their ~pproaches Zone Bal tic Straits and their .i...pproaches• 

Zone sholl be .a line joining the 

Northern tip of the SlcaW to the 

frontier of Norway nnd Sweden. The 

Ec.stern boundary shnl l coincide with 

the Westorn bounde r y of the Bnltic 

Sen :::reo . 



IIHIBIT lY• 

J)iplomatic Corros!)orxlonco between H.M. Gavernment 

and .Albanian Governmont, October atrl Novomber 19/JJ. 



Note conveyed to Albanian Governmont through the Legation 

in Belgrade, 26th Octobor 1946,. This note stated that 

inview or the serious accidenta whichmcurred rocently to 

two or His Majosty's warships passine t hr.>ugh :the Corfu 

channcl, and of ~hich the ilbaniun authoritios uore nv 

doubt awaro, British minesweoping authorities would 

shortly swoop tbe chnnnol. 

(A similar communication uas r.ia.do to tho Grook Government) • 

.. B -

Albnninn Noto of 31st Octobcr, 1946. 
NOf E-VERBil.E. 

La Légation d 1 Al.banie, d 'ordre jo son Gouvernonont, a 

1 1honneur de porter 'a la connaissnnco de 1 '/u:ibas sado de Gramo 

Bretagne ce qui suit: 

"EN rolation nvcc votre dornibre Note on date du 26 Octobrc 

1946 adressóe a la Lé'gation d iAJ.banie a Bolgrade; lo Gouvernement 

~lbnno.is a 1 1honneur d 1att1rer 1 1attention du Gouvernement Brit.nnniquo 

du fait que pour la deuxi~mo foiB des bateo.me do guorro de la Gro.ndo 

Brotagno ont violé los eaux torritorialos albaooisos, sans avoir aucune 
, 

autorisation du Gouvernoment AlbanaiB et do cetto maniere ont porto 

atteinte á l'integrité de notre Paya. Il n'ost pas longtemps du 

oromior incident de Soro.rxla, lorsquo des no.vires do guorro britanniques 

s·ont entrés dans los eaux territoriales albanaiscs, qu' il so rópeto pour 

la. douxi~me foia et do.ns une échelo plus largo encore, ce geste non 

amical. qui pourrait on avo ir des qons~quenccs tris t os .• 

Exactomont lo 22 Octobre 1946 quatrc b"a.timcnts de guerro do l a 

notto britanniquo sont ontrós dans. lea oaux territoriales alban'l.iscs. 

Lo promior de ceux-ci, qui protait le Nr. R.62 suivi d 1 un s econd ~timcnt 

qui proúút. lo Ur. ll./41. sont.. entrcfu dans la baio do So.ro.ndo ot do.ns l es 

/ea.ux a lbanaisos • • • 



oaux albaooisos ot dans uno distance do 1.5 kllomotros loin du Port. 

Los dcux autros ~timonts naviguaient aussi dans noS co.ux vis á vis 
. ~ , 

de Kakomo ot ·do Borshi. Les ~lfltro bati~onts en quostion otaiont dos 

batoaux do guorrc et d 1aor~s l'Agonco Reato~ é~ date du 26 Octobro 

1946 ils 6taient (melina d 1ouvrir lo tea., A la vodotto do la Marino 

Albanaiso qui s I ost ronduo iJ!lrnédiatomor.t ~ la diroction des navires do 

guarro brita~iquos, pom- derne.Irler dos explications do la violntion des 

oaux torritorialos albnooisos ot pour leur prdtor 1 1aido nó'cessa:ire, étnnt 

donnó' q~' il a ét6 observó' do la tur.ióo ot du reu sortants d I un des 

~timents, 1 1tquipage britannique d 1uno facon non.nmicalo n'a pas daigné' 

do donner aux rnarins o.lbana:f,s la moi.··xh.--e róponsc explicativo. 

Le Gouvernment Albanais protests énérgiquernont centre 

po.reillos incursions de bateaux do guerra britanni.quos dans ses oaux 

torritorialos sana son autorisation ot il los considero col!lfJe des actos . . 
non amicaux et en contrndiction de toute lo~. intornationalo. 

Do parella actos ne servent absolµr:ient pas dans l e but ac 

I 

rcnforoar les rcletio~ anicalos ontro nos doux 9ouples, po.r consequcu~ 
. . 

le Gouvernmont Albo.na is ajouto que dans 11 intÓr~ do 1 1 amitié de nos dcux 
., ,. . ,, 

pays ot dans 1' intorot commun de la P.aix et do la pt'esporité entro les 

pouplos du monde, do tollos actions doivent prondro fin ót ne doiventpas 

~ I ~ 
,a. rey:>otor .plus, pour ov.itor ainsi dos incidonts rogrotablcs. 

,, 
En ce qui concerno lo nottoyage du carw.l. d~· Corfou mentionno dans 

la Noto on date du 26 Octobre 1946, lo Gouvorncl!lent lllbanais a l 1honnour 

do portor ñ votro connaissanco quo on dohors de la zono · dos oaux 

territoriales do 11Albnnio, 11 n'o pas aucuno objection , our votro 

ontrcpriso et souligno aussi qua vos na.vires qui vont cntro,rondro 

ootto opéra.tion ne doivont pas entra- en aucuno ·t~1on de.ns ses . oaux 

torritorinlos., soit dnns la zono du canal soit en dchors do la zono du 

canal. 

Lo Gouvornement .t.ll:~mais 11e ~rerxl pas aucun resoonsabilitó 

aucas qua cette op~r.ation aura lieu dans ses caux territoriales et 11 
I 

la oonsid6rern do nouvoau como uno violation flagrante do 11intogrito 

do son Pcys • pom- la. sauvognrdo duqucl . celui-ci il a óté et il cst toujours 

Vigilant." 

La Légation d I Albanie saisit cette occasion peur renouveler a l 'Ambassade d,u 
Gratxle Britagne les assurances de sa haute consideration. 

flA11'7T'A.ne .. 11 11 Octobre .. l<M.n. 



Noto to AJ.b&pian Governmont da,tcg lQth N9.Y8Mb9? l9!É• 

This noto, rofcn•inf; to tho r,ro\ fo-us not01 of 2óth o.nd )lst 

October, informoc.l tho klbanian Govcrnnont that swooping of "'=,he Corfu 

channol would tnko place on 12tn Novomt8r, 

It oode clco.r thnt this wo.s botng dono in aocordanco with tho 

. unanimous docision of the Central Mine Cloaranco Board on 1st Novembor 

that the channcl should bo rcswo~t. It oxplo.inod thut tho arco. to be 

sr,opt uould bo Modri o.roas 18/.32 nnd 18/34, o.a dofinod in tho cho.rts 

of tho Central Board, ,•rhich -woro in tho possossion of tho iu.ba.nian 

Governmont. It o.ddod thnt no .ships ~1ould bo stntioncd in Albanio.n 

nators and that thc oporation uould bo carriod out in oxactly tho sume 

way as the originnl swcoping dono in Octobor 1944 and Fobrun.ry- 1945, 

to uhich tho f.J.banian Govornmont raiscd no objoctions • 

.AJ.bnninn Note of llth Novombor. 

(English Tro.nslation). 

Tho ilbnninn Govornmont is obligad to protcst ngainst 

unilateral dccision of His Ma.jcsty 1s Gove:mment concorning tho sweeping 

of tho Stre.its of Corru 1.o. for J~lbo.ninn torritorial íio.tors within 

tho Straits. Thoy cnnnot agraa that a soveroign country should be faccd 

in this m:1.y W.L1;h a. fait accompli. 

Tho ilbaninn Govornmont as stntcn in its noto of Octobor 31st 

deos not considor it inconveniont thnt tho British floot should ur..dortnkc 

tho s~oooiDg of wators df channol of navigation to onsuro passngo or its 

ships. In theso circ'll!!lStancos nnd b0foro tho s,·1ouping is carriod out, tho 

.,,:..lbanian Govornmont oonsidor it indispcnso.blo to decido what aron or the 

sea should bo considerad to constituto the cho.nnol of nnvigation. To this 

/ orrl :~lbanian •~. 



eJd J.Jbaniao OovarlJWJt proposo the establishment ora m1xed Commisaion 

competent to submit to the two Governments an actual solutiqn. Al.banian 

Government at the same time request H:1.s Hajosty's Goyerrurent to draw the 

attention of all subordinate authoritiEm i ,,,i-, t;:l they wx!erta\:a the s11oe:-:,::J.~:; 

or the channél, to the neceseity of ccn/·'.::ang themseJve:1 str;lctly to the 

sweeping of determined passage in stri,:'~ a11cord.anoe with oontents of His 

Mt!l.j esty 'a Government 'a note of October 10th. ( a) 

Any sweeping undertaken without the consent of the Albanian 

Government 011tside the determinad passage, i.e. inside Albanian territorial 

waters where foreign war ships have no reason to sail, can only be considered 

as a deliberate violation of ilbanian terr4tory and sovereignty. 

The Albanian Government attaches particular importance to this 

statement because the two British warships which were shipwreoked were 

sailing as competent British authorities have themselves admitted, outside 

the Straits and. within Albanian 1;erritor1al waters. 

!a) Pre.sumahly Navember 10th is intended. 



t 
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EXHIBIT V. 

REPORT ON MINESTIEEPIID BY 

FRENCH OBSEJWi,"'Jl CAPIT AINE DE FREGATE MESTRE 

( IN FRENCH WITH ENGLISH TRANSLATION) 



R0ME, le I6 Novembre I946 

ORIGINE: Capitaine de Frégate MESTRE Délégué Frm~ais au Bure1.12 
International dee dragages pour la zone méditeran­
néene. 

ADRESSEE au Capitaine BLACKBURN R.N. Pr~eident du Bureau Inter­
national des dragages pour la zone médi ter'annéene. 

0BJET : Mission aupr~s du Contre-Am.iral Commandant .l I opération 
RETAIL les I2 & I3 Novembre 1946 . 

SIR. 

J'a l 'honneur de vous rendre compte de. ma. missl. on 
aupr~• du Contre-Amiral KJ.NAHAN R.N. Commandant la CSI, chargé 
de l'exécution de l'opération RETM L. 

Grace aux mesures qui furent prisee pour assurer 
mon transport r~ide, apres avoir apponté sur H.M.S. OCEAN, 
je fua ~ransbordé en mer sur H.M.S. MAURITIUS batiment a.miral. 

L'opáration prévue pour le jour D fut exécutée 
normalement; le dragage de la zone prévue pour les évolutions 
du Support Group le jour sui vm t étai t terminé a la tombée de · 
la nuit. A 20 heuree je fw, transbordé sur le dr~ueur B.Y.M.s. 
n° 2075 qui devait participer le lendemain a une partie du 
dragage et devait ltre utilieé pour le transport du M.D. 0f­
ficer et de moi-mlme. A 7 heures 30 le I3 Novembre l'opératioa 
de dragage du chenal de C0RF0U commen~a avec 4 drage.anns 
B.Y.M.S. 5 Fleet Minesweepera et 3 Danlayers. 

La premiere pasee fut exécut~e par les 4 B.Y.M.S. 
dragues a babord qui parooururent du Nord vers le Sud la limi­
te 0uest du chenalt suivi a une certm ne distance par lea 5 
Fleet Minesweepere. Au coura de cet~e pasee. 2 mines vinrent 
en surface, l'une fut ramenée sur la cote Nord de Corfou, l'au­
tre explosa dana la drague. La deuxieme passe fut feite du Sud 
au Nord par lea 5 Flette Mineaweepera suivie par 3 D.Y.M.S. 
dragues a tribord .Dans cette zone qui était plus rapprochée 
que la préced~te des •~\U. albanaieee, 7 mines vinrent en sur­
face. Une troisieme passe :t"ut fa:l te du Nord vers le Sud, draguee 
a babord, au coure de laquelle 13 mines vinrent en eurfaee. 

A la fin de cet.te pa.sse le dragage du chenal de Corto u 
pouvait 3tre considérá a:,mme terminé avec le résultat suivanti 

21 mines venues en surface 
I mine explosée dans une drague. 

Des 2I mines venuee en surf ace, 2 furent remorquées 
aterre sur la cote Nord de Corfou,une fut coulée a coups de fu­
si l. Les autres ne purent ltre coulées le jour m@me en raioo A 

de la difficulté de perforer leurs coques avec des ballea 
ordinaires. I e. I •• 
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Mes observations au sujet des mines venue.s en aurface 
sont lee sui van tes : 

I.- Lee 22 mines draguéea étaient dans l'ancien chenal dra~é 
ou dane son voisinage immédiat. 

2.- Les 8 mines que j 'ai vuee personnellement étaient celles 
draguéea a la premiere et a la deuxieme pasee . Toutes les 8 étaient 
du m~me modele que j'ai pu identifier comme le type allemand G.R. 
oans antenne flottante, avec 5 antennea (HORNS) et 90 livres d'ax­
plol!if • Je ne pm, ríen dire des I3 'mines draguées a la trois.eme 
paese, n'ayant pas pu me rendre sur place avant la nuit, mais j'ai 
tout lieu de sttppo ■er qu'elles étaient du m~me type • 

J.- Les 8 miaes que j'ai vues moi-m!me étaient apparemment 
a l'eau depuia un tempa que j'estime de l'ordre de 6 mois au 
maximum et probablement moins • En eff'et aucune trace d 'oxydation 
ni de coquillages ni d'herbes n'apparaiseaient sur elles • 

J'st eu entre lea maine plusieurs pieces provenant de la pre­
cier, mine qui a été déaarmée par le M.D.Officer: le détonateur 
ln charge primaire, lea antennea avaient toui l'apparence de pie­
ces neuvea et 11 l!!emble que le démontage des antennes j~u:Jixirat••'t 
ai t été tres facile, les antennes en plomb n' ayant pas été abimées 
par lea clé ■ de démontage. 

4.- La deneité des mines draguéea augmentait au fur et a 
mesure que le• dragueurs pass&ient plus pres de la oS'te : 2 mines 
a la premiere passe, 7 lline ■ a la deuxieme , !3 llines a la troisie­
mo • 

5.- Les n:esures les plus rigoureuses ont été prises pour ¡ue 
l'opération ne puiese a aucun moment @tre considérée comme une 
Provocati on au.x yeux de la population albanaiee • 

a) Jama.is lea cmons des dragu.eurs n'ont été pointés vera 
la terre 

b)Interdiction avait été faite aux dragueure d'utiliser 
leura canon■ légers pour détiuire lea mine ■ • 

c)Seul le tir dea arme• légeres (fusile) était autorieé 
Pour la destruction des mines • 

d)Les embarcations char~éee de la destructi. on des mines 
ll'Vaient la consigne de tirar sur les mines vera l' Ouest do ne vers 
le larga. 

e) Ces consignes ont été rigoureusement exécutées pen­
dant la période au cou.re de laquelle je suis resté sur les lieux 
ou étaient les mines en surface. 

. . / .. 
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Pendant un certai. n tempa j 'ai pu suivre a la jumelle · 
une embarcation navigua.nt assez pres de terre portm t un pavil .. 
lon rouge ave e quelque.s signes dans le rouge ( je croia que e' étai 
le pav-illon albanais) • Cet "te embarcati on a oroisé assez loin dcr 
dra!'Ueurs eans jama is .,,__ approche:,;- a moinsde 3 .000 ou 4.000 m~~ 
tres. Aucun signal ama connaisaance n•a· áté fait par elle. 

l.Q deu.xieme mine ramenée a terre n ta pu en raison de l a IlU 

~tre examinée que le I4 Novembre • Il y a tout lieu de croire 
q_ue oo n aspe et ne difl"érai t pas beaucoup de ce lle examiné e le 
I3 Novtmbre • 

~ONCLUSION-

Le chenal de Corfou peut dorénavant &tre considéré comme 
ouvert a la navi~ation de surface • Cel te opération de sécuri t ( 

permettra de raccourcir notablement les co mmunicati one mari t i met 
entre le Nord de la Grece et l''Adriatique et interesse part icu­
lierement les batimenta de L'4U.N.R.R.A.chargésdu ravitaillement 
des paya de l'Europe Centrale et Méridionale. 

Pour tenniner je tiene a remercier les Autorités Britan­
niquea de l'exce l lent a ccueil que j 'ai trouvé sur les divers 
ba t iments et avions qui m'ont transporté • Cet accueil ainsi 
que les fa.cili t é s de transport qui m • ont été données m' ont r ené 
particulierement agréable ma mission d'observateur. 

Le Capi tai ne de Frégate MESTRE 



DE Co:;1i:u1..'1der L:..::S'i':E, ?re:;c¡1 faJ.V"J 
F:-er1ch :1crrcse:::1'~ative to the ¡,r:;:;_u~r::;:.m; 3on.r-:¡_·, 

23r(i Hovc .. :oer, 194-6 

Captain BLAC:.::.:r,?J;, Royal l~aV'J, 
President of the 2.::ElLTI~._:; Board. 

!,line"'-..;eeping Opcraticns in C::orf'u G::.:..r..1:cl. 

0pc1·ation de dra.r:ac;e a.a.ns le chenal üe Corfu. 

Dans le rapport que je vous ai re:iis· 'a. 1o::ic le 
16 novei:ibre dernier, au su.jet de l' opération de dra,sa08 des :nines 
du chenal 6.e C::orf1.1: je vous ai ~:endu co:npte q_ue j'avais.'examiné' 
les mines lo~qu' elles étaient a l' eau et que je' les avail . 
iderrl~'iees co.ume ttunt éiu type alleáand G.R. 

' Pa.s suite de difficulte ~our me conu.uire a terre avánt 
1~ nuit, je n' ava.:iSpu les observer moi mei:1e sur le ::.·:..vá.f;e. 

' ' . - I ' Les mines ont ete ul terieure:oent tr::l',s~·ortces a 1.:al te 
ou jt les ai examin~. en détail le 23 nove;:.bre. Sans a;_cun doute · 
possiole ces .ni.'1cs sont a.u type a.ller:iand G~Y~ et non pas G.rt. ·, 
Plusieurs caracteristiques que je n' avaiS'pu controler ñ. flot renü.ent 
la coni\i.sion ll:li?o.:;sible entre ces deux types ele r:iine . 

(a) 

(b) 

( e) 

' Diametre beaucoup plus L,rand o.u flotteur 
u.e la mine G. Y. 

Ceinture a laqn,~lle sont soudris les deme 
h~ispheres u::,nstit-. .i.ant le flotteur. 

Deux antennes u.e fo¡Ue pru:ticuliere montei sur 
une piece couu.e'e et qui ne sont pé.:.S visible,s loft).ue 
la mine est clans l' ea u, ~tant fi.xf e a 1' her:tisrihen~ 
inf~rie~. La mine G.Y. est la -plus grosse m.ne· 
'a crapaud (moored mine), que j' aie joma.is we 
(600 liyi·cs d 1 ex:;losif). 

J'ai profit: de cette 
que les marques peintes sur les mines 

visite apurofondi"' pour ..;ontroler: 
' - ... etaient encore tres V:J.;;;1bles. 

-~ 

¿r~ 
(0? .. 

CAPIT,UJIB 

Copies en frx.,cais: 

1 pour Presid.ent 1,Lill ;nt:OH Board 
1 pour Com.11ander-in-CW.ef, Mediterrenean 
1 pour 11inistere de la ;.rarine ·· 
1 pour Adr:li:::-al Mediterranee, Algiers. 

DE f) FEGATE. 



-EXHIBIT V 

Translation of Reports on t.4:i_nesweeping frolll Capi taine de 
Fregate Mestre (the French member of the Mediterranean Mine 
Clearance Zone Board), forwarded to the President of the 
Mediterranean Zone Board. -

l. 16th November; 1946. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to make the following report of my 
mission with Admiral Kinahan, 1st Cruiser Squadron, in charge of 
"Operation Retail". 

Thanks to the measures taken to expedite my transport 
after having landed on H.M.S. OCEAN, I was transferred at sea to 
H.M.S. MAURITIUS, the Flag ship. 

The operation, which was intended for D-Day was carried 
out normally. The sweep of the zone in whicb the Support Group 
would be cruising, was finished by the same evening. At 2000 
hours, I was transferred to the hlinesweeper BYMS 2075, which was 
going to take part the following day in part of the sweep, and 
which would also carry the Mine Disposa.l Officer a.s v.rell as myself. 
At 7.30 am, on the 13th November, the operation of clearing the 
Corfu Channel began wi th four BYMS Minesweepers and five Fleet 
Minesweepers and three danlayars. · 

The first lap was carried out by four BYMS with their 
sweeps to port working from North to South on the western limit of 
the Channel, followed ata certain distance by the five Fleet 
~inesweepers. - During this lap two mines came to the surface, one 
was towed to the .North Coast of Corfu, and the other exploded in 
the sweep. The second lap was made from south to. 1iorth by the five 
Fleet -Minesweepers followed by three BYMS with sweeps to starboard, 
In this zone, which was closer than the preceeding one to the 
Albanian shore, seven mines came to the surface. The third lap 
was made from North to South with sweeps to port during which 
thirteen mines came to thé surface. 

At the end of this lap the sweep of the Corfu Channel 
could be considered as completed with the following results: 

Twenty one mines came to the surface. One mine exploded in 
the sweep. Of the tv;enty-one mines which came to the surface: 
two 111ere towed to the North Coast of Corfu, and one mine was 
sunk by rifle fire, but the others could not be sunk that 
day because of the difficulty of penetrating their shells 
with orainary am~unition. 

My observations on the subject of the mines which crune 
to the surface are as follows: 

1) The twenty-two mines which were swept were in the channe, 
previously swept, or in the immediate neighborhood. 

The eight mines which I saw myself were those swept 
during the í"irst and, second laps. All the eight were 
of the same kind, which I identified as German GR type 
wi thout sna.g lines wi th fi ve horns and 90lds of explosi\'(I 
I cannot sáy anything ·about the thirteen mines cut during 
the third lap, as I could not get to the position before · 
nightfall, but I have every reason to suppose they wera o 



the same type. 

3) The eight. mines which I saw myself had ·apparently 
been in the water for a length of time which I 
should estimate at the maximum of six months and 
probably less. There was no trace oí' ruslr or marine 
growth or barnacles apparent. I had in my hand 
several pieces of the first mine which was rendered 
safe by the Mine Disposal Officer. The detonator and 
the primer and the horns all had the appearance of 
being new, and the unscrewing of th.e horns appeared 
to be very easy as the lead of the horns was not even 
marked by the spanner. · 

4) The density o!' the mines cut· increased as the sweepers 
got closer to the shore: two mines in the first lap, 
seven in the second, and thirteen in the third. 

5) The most rigorous precautions were taken to prevent 
the operation at any time appearing provocative in 
the eyes of the Albanian population: 

a) 

b) 

e) 

d) 

e) 

'l'he guns of the minesweepers were hever 
pointed towards the shore. 
'I'he sweepers had been ordered not to use 
their light guns to destroy the mines. 
ünly fire by small arms (rifles) was 
authorised for the destruction of f'loating 
mines. 
The boats which had the duty of destroying 
mines had orders to fire at the mines to the 
westward i.e., towards the open sea. 
These orders were rigorously carried out 
during the period I was on the s·pot where 
mines had come to the surfaée. 

During pa.rt of the time, I could follow wi th my binoculars 
a boat cruising fairly close to the shore carrying a red flag with 
some design (1 think i t was the Albanian flag). This boat 
cruised a fair distance from the sweepers and never came closer ¡ 
than 3000 to 4000 me tres. .1:;.s far as I know no signal was made by her 

The second mine brought ashore could not be examined 
until the 14th November owing to the darkness. There is every 
reason to believe that it did not differ in any respect from the 
mine examined on the 13th November. 

Cü.NCLUSIOLl. The Corfu Channel can from now onwards be 
considered open to surí'ace navigation. This operation will allow for' 
a considerable shortening of the sea communication between North 
Greece and the ,idria tic, and interest particularly the craft of 
UNRRAwhich are engaged in bringing relief for countries of Central 
and Southern Europe. 

To conclude I wish to thank the British Authoritie:s for 
the excellent welcome which was given me on board the various ·¡ 
ships and aircraft on which I travelled. This welcome and the 
facilities for transport which were afforded me made my mission as 
observer a particularly agreeable one." 

(Sgd) Le Capi ta.ine de l'regate .llESTRE 
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23rd November, 1946. 

Sir, 

In the report I presented at Rome on thel6th 
~ovember last, concerning the minesweeping operations in the Corfu 
Channel, I reported that I had examined the mines while they were 
in the water and that I had identified them as being or the .German 
G.R. type. 

Owing to the difficul ty of getting ashore before nightfall, 
I was not able to . examine them personally onshore. 

The mines were subsequently taken to Mal ta, where I 
examined them in detail on the 23rd November. Without any possible j 
doubt these mines are of the German GY type and not GR. Several · 
characteristics, which I had not been able to- check while the mines 
were afloat make it impossible to confuse these types of mine. · 

e) 

The much greater diameter of the shell of the GY mine; 
A ring to which the two hemispheres of the shell 

are welded. 
Two horns of a peculiar shape, mounted on a bracket 

(e~bow piece), which are not visible when the 
mine is in the water, being fi:xed to the 
lower hemisphere. '.rhe GY mine is the largest 
moored mine r have ever seen (six hundred 
pounds · of explosive). 

I took the opportunity of this close examination to 
note tha't the marks painted on the mines are still easily readable. 

(Sgd) Le Capi taine de 11·regate 
Mestre 



E X H I BIT VI (al 

PHOTOORAPHS OF MINES FOUIID IN THE SWEPI' CHANNEL 

0N 13TH NOVEMBER, 1946 
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IIHIBI'f VI (a) 

PHQrOOoAfHS QF MINES FQUND IN THE sjfEPr CHANNEL ON 13TH NQ/EMBÉR, 1946 

A. l 

A. 2 

1 

ú ;':_: .. : ~~)--
•~:-::::-.. ,: 

,1arrant Officer Powning seouring a tow rope to mine No. 2 
swept b¡ H. 11;.s. 11SKIPJACK" at 1124 on lJtb November off 
Saranda. Mine No.l bad exploded. The Albanian coast is 
seen in the bacKground. 

Mine No.2 being brought aehore on the rugged coast oí Corfu. 



A detailed examination by Lieutenant Fhillips reveals that it is a 
German moored mine Type •y•. The fresh paint on the mine and the 
grease on the mooring wire showed that it had been recently. laid. 

A. 4 

. ' 
:,,·~'1' ¡;" 

.--,¡, 

.. ,~. 

. ' . 

The detone.tor is removed by Lieutenant Fhillips in order to render the 

mine se.fe. 





E I H I BIT VI Ca) 

PHOTOOBAPHS OF MINES FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHAI~NEL 

ON 13TH NOVEMBER, 194_6 



E X H I B I T 'il Cal 

PHOf OO~HS OF MINES FOUND IN 1'llli svm Cli(il,ljEL 0N 13TH NOVEk13ER. 1946 

... . . · ¡:;;,- •>' 

...,__ ~~ --.-:.. 

All mines swept were identi.fied as German "Y" type. The two 
mines which were dismantled had all aeven home in place, and 
the fresh paint on the casing alld the grease on the mooring 
wire sbowed that the m: nea bad only been a short time in the 
water. 



Type C. Mechanism plate of the Ge:rinan "Y" type mine. The photograph 
shows the firing mechanism and electric leads. which connect to the 
contact horns on the outer casing of the mine. 





E .X.H'I B 1 T VI (b) 

PHCYI'OORAPHS OF MINF.S FOUND IN THE SWEPI' CHANNEL 

0N 13TH NOVEMBER, 1946 



B. 1 

D. 2 

EXHIBIT 

PHOfOGAAPHS OF W:WS FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL ON 13TH l10VE.MBER, 1946 

. .. · .. 
... ~;~._,_ .;:.::~ , . 

A tow rope being secured to one oí the mines. This mine was sub• 
sequently dismantled. See photogr a ph B. J. 
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The second mine recove red P.ftcr be:lng disrnantled ashore . The mine 
like the first one, was found to be in new c ondition ano with fresh 
peint on the case 'anil r,rease f"\'.'}, the moorinr.- wire. T-he m9chanism 
plrte f rom this mine i; shovm in P~:otogre..,h A. 6. 
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EXHIBIT VI {e) 

PHOI'OORAPHS OF MINES F0UND IN THE SUEPT CHAMOO. 

ON 13TH NOVEAiIBER, 1946 



C. l 

c. 2 

EIHIBIT YI (e} 

fHOl'OORAPHS OF MINES FOUND lli THE · SñEPT CHANNEL .ON 13TH NOVEMBER1 1946 

':'wo of t i1e mines awept between 1J38 e.nd 1401 on lJth Noverober · off 
Sarande. . The coast of Albania. can be seen in the background. 



c. J 

~- --
, ""~-: 

B.Y.ti.S. l.iinesweeper 2075 on board which the French observer, Captain de 
F'regate l,¡estre witnessed the J.,iinesweeping. Cne of the mines swept ~s 
shown in the foreground. The fresh paint and lack of seaweed indicates 
that the mine can only recently have been laid. The Albanian Coast is 
seen in the background. 





EXHIBIT VI (e) 

PHOTOORAPHS OF MINES FOUND IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL 

ON 13TH NOVEMBIB, 12k6 



c. 4 

c. 5 

EIHIBlT VI (e) 

PHOl'OOI<APHS OF MINl:S FOUND IN THE SWEPI' CHANNEL UN 13'l'H l'lOVEMBER, 194§ 

¡ , . 

¡ 

t 
l: 

' • 

... ....... __ .-_. ____ o.::~ 

Ole of the mines sn.pt ort Saranda. Tbe newness of th'.e paint and 
lack o! seaweed and barna~leD show that it can only have been re­
cently le.id. 

.. 
........ ,r 

l ., 



c. 6 

c. 7 

One of the mines swept off Saránda. 
the background. 

The coast ot Albania ie in 





EXHIBIT VI (d) 

PHaI'OORAPHS OF MINES FOUIID IN THE SWEPT CHANNEL 

01113TH NOI/EMBZR, 1946 



dfRQMa THE SUPERINTENDENT, ADMIRALTY MINING F.STABLISHLiEl-.T, LEIGH PARK 
HOUSE, NR. HAVANT, HAh"TS. · 

EXAMINATIQN OF GERMAN Mih"E TXfi G,Y FRCi4 MALTA 
(EX, CCRFU 

The mine wae in good condition externall1 and internall1, mucb paint 
remaining on the spherical shell and only sligbt traces of marine growth on 
the meohaniem 'plste. A serial number D.S.161 was visible on the ehell upper 
hemisphere. Originally in red paint, the number had been recently painted over 
in white. Each ot the seven lead horns carried a red paint ring near the tip. 

The mine is identified as a German G.Y o! the ªEMC.II" class (German 
title) which was designad in 1942/43 for use with 6 metras (20 ft.) 2 inch 
chain moo~ing, and 100 metres (50 fathom) 1.9/16 inch stranded steel mooring 
rope. This clase oí mine was put into service by the Germana largel¡ in 1944, 
in the North Sea and the Mediterranean.• 



EXHIBIT VI (d} 

PHqrooru.PHS OF MINES FOUND IN THE SWEPI' CHA,NNEL ON 13TH NCNrfMBER1 12~ 

D. l 

\ 

D. 2 
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E X H I B I T VI (e) 

MARINE GROWI'H ON MINES 

THE Alt.OUNT OF MARINE GRC7llTH FOUND ON A &!:NE IS AN 

INDICATICN OF THE LENGTH OF TIME THE MINE HAS BEEN 

IN THE WATER 

/ 
( 



E X H I B I T VI (e) 

From experience of minesweepine and minelaying it has•been ascertained that 
Marine Growth will accl.llllulate on mines laid at depths domi to twenty feet below 
the surface at the rate of three inches in thic~ness in three to six months. 

The photographs shown here are of mines being recovered two to three years 
after laying and shotld be compared with photographs of mines found off the 
Albanian coast shovm in Exhibits VI (a) to (d). 

..{ >1, .. ~\•.:¡.,;~·,~~ 

\~- ~(,~ 

. ··~ .- .¡~·· ~ .... rJi)·1·'6~ 

~:i~~'-







E X H I B l T VI (e) 

MARINE GRCRITH ON MINES 

THE AMOUNT OF MARINE GROOH FOUh1) ON A MU,'E IS AN 

INDICATION OF THE LBNGTH OF TIME THE MINE HAS BEEN 

IN THE WATl~ 



EXHlBIT VI (e} 

From experience of minesweeping and minelaying it has been ascertained that 
marino Gro~th will accumulat.e on mines laid at depths do'l'IJl to twenty feet below the 
surface at the rate of three inches in thiclcness in three to six months. 

The photographs shoYln here are of mines being recovered two to three years 
after laying and should be coopared with photographs of mines found off the Albanian 
coast shown in Exhibits VI (a) to (d). 



;. ~-: ¡~ 
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E X H I B I T VII 

Chart showing position ot mines 

I 
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EXHIBII v;¡u 

CHA.RT SHOiUNG DEF"8NCF.S OVERLOOKING THE 

BAY OF SARAh1lA (PORTA JWDA) AW) THE TRACK OF H.M. SHIPS 

ON PA.SSAGE ON 15TH MAY 



EXHIBIT VIII 
5 • 
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TrG.Ck. or HiM.Sf\4,, ·oRtON"4Nl."SU-PEU" 
on. p4Ss¡¡gtt ~ Nort:h. Corfu. Channtt 

15~M4at J946 · 
'11\.L Alb.uu..ul d&t~IU'il ,~. ""~rw1>king--

8J.lf ..-,f Porto EJ.141.5.,,...,..Ll,J. 
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M /MG_ ____ ~ 
Communication trace ___ _ 

• Pillbo• with infantry wupons_ hf 
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HA/ LA (dual purpose) . • 
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E I H I BIT II 

Af'f'idavi t sworn by Cap.ta.in of U.N .N.R.A. vessel 
which was fi~ed on on October 29th, 1946. 



" 

-EKHIBIT -¡~ 

, . . , . .;. I . : . . . . 

· -A. F F : T D A V I T . · · .. 

. . ·, ·. ' . ·: ' : 

I~·Fo/~ 
of .u~:;~;:;//.?~;¡,,:: .. ·~··:. 

. . , . ~ ~ 
, ... 

. , Master Mariner, . _ináke . Oath and sa::, ·as foliows: _-

I . was Master ·or the T.A:NAC tug F/OT 12~ and at · 
about 2100 hours on: 29th October, 1946 I was procee"di_ng 
with three U.H.R.R.A. barges in tow, Southwards in the . 
North Corfu Channel · when I was fired on from the Albanián 
shore. The position of ray véssel was ap_proximately halí'way 
down the channel and less than ½ mile from the Albanian . 
coast. The night v1as moonless and the sky overcast. 
Vessel was burning all navigation lights. The fire was ~ 
well directed and most of the shots fell across the 
vessel's bow although sorne straddled her. They appeared 
to have been fired in three bursts from a heavy automatic 
gun although rifle fire was also heard. On realising my 
d.anger, I headed the ves sel to·;,ards· the · Corfu coast and 
was shortly joined by a Greelc motor launch which had been 
attractetl to the s cene by the sound of firing. We 
e):changed mes sages as to i denti ty, and the raotor launch 
es corted us to Cor:Cu where we arri ved at O 100 hours · next 
day. On examination in daylight, neither tug nor barges 
were found to have been hit. 

Witness my hand this ~~ •• day of 

~ / 

• -~/• •• · , 19 _,¡¡;:-

s·;10RN at Viare:;gio, a place Y:i thin t he Consular 
District of Florence, before rae: 
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/,i:rcraft Denor:.o·,tion 

Binlo.ne sin3lc en:ined e.::.,!)hihian with 

flying boat hull~ Small. 

ir,:ri,.n engined monor,lane, freieht and 

passenger oan-Jing. !-!ediu:n sized. 

, .. 

i 
! 
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'• Leucé 

38° 

-
?.ri-motor monopla.ne, fixed under caXTin:e. : 

Fr eight and pa.s3enger carrying. -
Larée 4 motor monoplane, t-:rin ttll f in. 

Freieht fl.!ld ,assenger Ca.rr'JinB• -
Li:::ht t win en~1:1ed monoplane. 

and :mnscnr:;cr cnrryinr,. 
.· : · . . 
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Ki lometres 100 50 O 
ti ::::JH::CJHE:CjH::C::::lH:=C:JH::t:=: 



. ... 
• 1 .. 

. .... 

li 

. . 

'11 • 



AGENTES DE VENTA DE LAS PUBLICACIONES . 
DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS 

Argentina 
Editorial Sudamericana, S.A. 
Alsina 500 
BUENOS AIRES 

Australia 
H. A. Goddard Pty. Ltd. 
255a George Street 
SJDNEY 

BéJ~ca 
Agence et Messageries de 

la Presse, S.A. 
14-22 rue du Persil 
BRUSELAS 

Solivia 
Ubrería Científica y 

Literaria 
Avenida 16 de Julio, 216 
LA PAZ 

Qinadá 
The Ryerson Press . 
299 Queen Street West 
TORONTO 

Costa Rica 
Trejos Hermanos 
Apartado 1313 
SAN Jost 

Cuba 
La Casa Belga 
René de Smedt 
O'Reilly 455 
LA HABANA 

Checoeslovaquia 
F. Topic 
Narodni Trida 9 
PRAGA 1 

Chíle 
Edmundo Pizarro 
Merced 846 
SANTIAGO 

China 
The Commerclal Pres9 Ltd. 
211 Honan Road 
SHANGHAJ 

Dinamarca 
Einar M unskgaard 
Norregade 6 
COPENBAGUE 

Ecuador 
M uñoz Hermanos y Cia. 
Nueve de Octubre 703 
GUAYAQUIL 

Egipto 
Librairie "La Renaissance 

d'Egypte" 
9 Sh. Adly Pasha 
EL CAJRO 

I'rinic<.I in U. s. A. 

Estados Unidos de 
América 

lnternational Documents 
Service 

Columbia University Press 
2960 Broadway 
NUEVA YORK 27, N. Y. 

Filipinas 
D. P. Pérez Co 
132 Riverside 
SAN JUAN 

Finlandia 
Akateemincn Kirjakauppa 
2. Keskuskatu 
HELSINKI 

Francia 
Editions A. Pedone 
13, rue Souffiot 
PARÍS ve 

Grecia 
"Eleítheroudakis" 
Librairie internationaJe 
Place de )a Constitution 
ATENAS 

Guatemala 
Goubaud & Cía. Ltda. 

Suceoor 
5a Av. Sur No. 6 y 9a C.P. 
GUATEMALA 

Haití 
Max Bouchereau 
Librairie "A la Caravelle'' 
Boite postale 111-B 
PUERTO PRÍNCIPE 

India 
Oxford Book & Stationery 

Co. 
Scindia House 
NUEVA DELBI 

lrak 
Mackenzie & Mackenzie 
The Bookshop 
BAGDAD 

Irán 
Bongahe Piaderow 
731 Shah Avenue 
TEHERÁN 

Líbano 
Librairie universelle 
BEIRUT 

Luxemburgo 
Librarie J. Schummer 
Place Guillaume 
LUXEMBURGO 

Price in thc United States: 40 cenes 

Noruega 
Norsk Bokimport A/S 
Edv. Storms Gate 1 
OsLO 

Nueva Zelandia 
Gordon & Gotch, Ltd. 
Waring Taylor Street 
WáLLJNGTON 

Países Bajos 
N. V. Martinus Nijhoff 
Lange Voorhout 9 
LA HAYA 

Reino Unido 
H. M. Stationery Office 
P. O. Box 569 
l..oNDRES, S.E. 1 

y en H.M.S.O. Shops en 
LONDRES, EDIMBURGO, 
MÁNCHESTER, (ÁRDIFF, 
B ÉLFAST y BRfSTOL 

República Dominicana 
Librería Dominicana 
Calle Mercedes No. 49 
Apartado 6S6 
CIUDAD TRUJILLO 

Siria 
Librairie universelle 
DAMASCO 

Suecia 
A.-B. C. E. Fritzes Kungl. 

Hofbokhandel 
Fredsgatan 2 
ESTO COLMO 

Suiza 
Librairie Payot, S.A. 
LAUSANA, GINEBRA, VEVEY, 

MoNTREux, NEUCHATEL, 
BERNA, BASILEA 

Hans Raunhnrdt 
Kirchgnsse 17 
ZURICH 1 

Turquía 
Librairie Hachette 
469 lstiklal Cadessi 
BEVOGLU• f ST ANBUL 

Unión Sudafricana 
Central News Agency Ltd. 
Commissioner & Rissik Sts. 
JOHANNESBURGO, CIUDAD 

del CABO, DuRBAN 

Yutoeslavia 
· Drzavno Preduzece 

J ugoslovenska Knjiga 
Moskovskn UI. 36 
BELGRADO 
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