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The World ~len of Action adopted at the World Conferen-
ce of the International Women's Year held in Mexico City 
from 19 June to 2 July 1975 represented a global concensus · · 
on·what should be done to improve the condition ot women. 
A me.jor focus of the plan vras to provide guidel;iram for 

· national action ove.r ~he ten-yeez· period up to· 1985 Vlhich ·· . 

the General Assembly.of the United ~ations at its thirtieth session 
p~oclaimed es the Decade for Women: ·Equality, .d~velopment · · 
and peace. .-•.·: r-::-: ~ .. ;:•:~ ·~.':: - :_:•!• .· .. t 

.- • ••
0 

• --Nine areas were sel(!cted in the Plen as key ones for . 
natj_onel action.·. The Plan noted,. however, that these areas 
should not -be tiewed in isolation since in.reality they are 
clos~ly interrelated.· The guidelines • proposed, the:re:fore, · 

ever to be put in action in an··-integrated mannel.". 

1 fhe first of these nine area~ specifi_ed by the plan for 
--national action was international co-operation and strength-
-elling of international peace. According to the plan an es-

. . 
sential condition for the maintenance· and strengthening of 

· illterna.tionul co-operation and !)P.Ace is the promotion and p:ro-
, . t·ection of human rights for all in condit~ons of equity among 

within nations. To achieve this, the peace efforts of women 
as individuals and in groups and in national a.nd international 
organizations should be recognized end encou.raged. These 
efforts include the promotion of international co-operation, 
the atren!:.,;m·en1ng of intor11ational peace and disarmament, 
and the combating of colonialism, neo-oolohialism, foreign 



·· ·domination and -alien . subjugation, ·apa:rtheid and racial · dis- . 
crimination. • 

· - :·. In. ·ot?-er words, ·the Plan haa envisaged_ the emancipation _ 
_ -ot women in"the wider c·onterl _-of the -emancipation of- nations, .. , 
: since the former cannot be actually ~c~eved without the -

rea1isa.tion of the lattex. This applies -Particularly_ to ---

- the peoples of Africa and Asia, and -all ~he. peoples of the .,-_, .. 
· developing wo:rld. Theref~re a :realistJ.c_- assessment of tlie 
~·achievements of the ON decade of wom~n should necessaxily 
-~d fi:rst 6f-all include an assessmen:t- of-the achievements. _·or: . _
,·tm struggle of-·the. international community for international .-

. .. • . 1 ' . ' . 

peace and disermement, _ age.inst coloniali.smt neo-colonialism, . . 
. f'oreign domination and alien subjugation, apartheid and ra

cial discrimination. 

The f'act that this World conference is held in Nairobi~ 

8t1 J.:fricen capital, in 1985 the yee:r of drought and famine 
_in Africa i.s highly significant. As e. result of the col on
ialist legacy, end the~continuous exploitation of African 
Peoples by T?;cs protected by the erlsting unjust inte:rnation-. . . 
e.l economic ·order, the economies of most. of the •.-A:fricen cou.n-. . ·- .· : ~- -· . .-~.. ., . . . 

tries have beCO.Jte so vulnerable 'that .,they could ·not with- . 

·stand natural calamities. Women and children were the fir.st 
vict~s of the ~ought and famine in Africa. This state. 
of af'fairs exists though in other forms, in developing coun-_ 
tries of Asia and Latin America) , It is no secret that ·. 
because of the continuous :rejection of the developed free 
market countries. all efforts of the developing coantri~s . -
to readjust international relations and_e~tablish a Jew 
lnternntional Economic Order have fail~_d_. __ The imbalance 
of terms of t!rade and aggravation of the debt crisis, the 
deteriorat1on of prices of' :t:lW ma.ter.ial and th'e highly ex- . 
ploitative conduct of Transnationals have all adversely af-

- f'ected the development programmes of the developing countrie:a 
.C?~ogu~ntly and ·. their programmes t<? promote the status 
of women. 

On the other hand, the world has been witnessing dur

ing the last ten years a spiralling increas~ . in mil1.tary 
expenditure end a continuously mounting arms race pushill6 
the world to the brink of a nuclear catastroph. The dep
loyment or mcdiwn range missil~~ .1-~. Weat Eu.rope, the milita:ry 



~ . . 

build up in ·the Indian Ocean, _the creat~on _of rr'ew_ i~perialist · 

aggr~~ssive pacts and axiS; ..... · the practices of 1:he policy · .. 

of_ destabilization against the peopl:es of Africa; Asia.; and· Lat{n 

. ·America have pcted serious threats- to the· independence aml t: ~-t,.. 
. . . 

very -existence· of the newly liberated nations,. and created -:•.

the most unfavourable conditions, for· their developme~t, and
.· ~ pa..rticulexly fo_r the, promotion of the status of women in · ~ .. 

· t;he_se parts of the world. 

While the Mexico Plan called for .. combating aparth~ia. ~ -

. and ~acial discrimination we have been witnessing ·during .. 

the last ten yeexs · _·.: many We~tern powera · .. proyiding. 

the Apartheid regime ot South Africa with all :forms of.· 
. . . 

mate.rial ·and morel support without· which that regime could:· .. 

not have auxvived. Thua,instead of beill$ eliminated, 

Ap~theid is now being institutionalized. South Africa is 
# , • • 

still· occupying Namibia; oppressing the South Af1ican people,.. . .. 
. • • • ~ -r•·._-; ,:.! . :• • ::. •: .. ': - }.r: ! - . 1 .: . 

trying to isolate and physically liquidate their leading 

liberation movements; SY/APO and .ANC, and tllleatening .~ons

piring and a.ctually engaging in savage acts of «ggres,Dion 

a.gainst·the Front Line States. South Africa has been tur

ned into a real arsenal threatening with its nucleax poten-

. . tiala the freedo~ of African people. 

While the Mexico plan called for strengthening the · 

struggle against f·0reign domination and alien subjug~tion, . 

we have been witnessing duxing the last ten years the con

t.inuous Is:rael:t occupation or the .Arab territories, the 

Israeli invasion of Lebanon, the massacal'es of Sabra and 

Sho.tella where· mostly Palestinian women and children were 

brutally slaughtered, and continuous Israeli attempts to 

,isolate and physi~ally liquidate the PLO, the sole legitim

. ate :repr~sente.tive of the Pe.lc?~~:?~-.,1'.eople. Suppo:rted 



. by the U.S.A .. , Zionist leaders have pe:rs1sten11y. ;r.-ejected 

all in,itiatives · to establish d~e.ble and just peace in 

·the Middle East· on the basis of respect of the sovereignty· 
. , . ~ . 

and national interests o~ its .peopl.~s.-. :for~most .. . · . . _...... . .... .. 

· Palestinian people. Even tbe latest initiative to convene,·1: 

a UN sponsored international conference to solve the prob-~~--

: ._ _lem with the paxticipation of ell concerned parties, in- .,._ , .. l r ...... ,_ ..... 
. . 

· · . ~luding the l?LO, on equal footing was rejected by IsJ;ael .... _-, ..... 

and the US.A. 

. . 

While the Mexico Ple.n called fo:r enhancing the inter-:·-

national co-operation, we have been witnessing during the · · 

last.ten yea.rs a syste~atic persuance of the policy of des-~ 

tabili_zation in other parts of the world. It is the imper-· 
-ialist policy of destabilization that flamed up the com.mun-· 

.. 
al• conflicts :1;1Lo'banon India and elsewhere;· o.nd try to jeo-

. . . 

pardize . the. national: liberation struggl~ . in ·souJ~ . Eas:t · is~~- .-· 

·~-~d Central: America.~:· .s.~ :--~ v. -:-=· ••• ·. __ :.·;~~:'-~ ,.·_p•::_· ':.J~--~---.-

.· ·-
It is within this conterj; that the Afro-Asian Solid-

arity organization (AAPSO) a.ssesses-ihe achievements of the 

UN decade or Women in the developing countries of Africa 

and Asia. AAPSO has always viewed _the qQestion o~ promo-
. f . . 

tion of the situation of women in the developing wo:ld as -· · 

•all integral part of the question of the reinroxcement of 

the indepe~de~c~, sovereign_ty . and s~c~o:-e_cononiic develop

ment of these nations. It believes whatever the achieve

ments or the decade might be in other areas, there are 

still a lot of efforts to be made to create favourable con

ditions for- -the promotion of the situation of Women and 

children in Africa and .Asia. The World Conference for 

the un decade .of Women in liairobi is requested to focus 

itD maximum attention on these vital problems and come out 



with· the bigge-st world -suppoi;t to -t_he_ just stxugle of 

· - the peoples of Africa ~"'ld Asia for Peace, . independ~n- · . _-· -~ . . . . - . . . 
> • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • : 

. ce and ·devel·opment, against arms_ race,· colonialism· and · 
. . --- .. . ·. . ' . . 

· neo-colonialism, foreign· domination, and alien aubj_uga-, 

· tion, apartheid and racial discxi;.m~J?.ation.o· These_ are 

-- part and parcel of the peace efforts of v1ol!l.en as indivi- - · 

· duals and in groups,· and in national and_ international -

organizations that should be r~c9g~i~e~ and encouraged 

_ as stipulated by the Mexico plan in the first o-f tre 

nine! areas specified for national ac~ion • 

.. . 




