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· PUBLICATIONS IAW 

- Amended and Promulsated by the National Government 
on 8-July 1937 

CHAPrER ONE: GENERAL PROVISIONS 

.Art:.:.cle l. For the purposes of this la,, e.ny book, w1~1 tten matter or picture 

printed by mechEi.nical or chemical process and sold or distributed shall be 

deen:eo to be a Pllbl1cat1on. 

Article 2. Publications shall be classified as follows: 

(1) Newe:pa.:pera: if published daily or at an interval of less than six c1,ays 

un~er a i:ermanent Ilbite or title; 

(2) rerio~icala: if published weekly or at an interval of leas than three 

months unrter a permanent name or title. If they contain mainly news 1 tems of 

current events, they shall be considered new~pai:ers. 

( 3) Books 6Jld other publications: all other publications not falllll{$ under 

either of the above two categories. 

;my e;:tra or spe.c1al editions or supplements of a newspaper or :i;:eri-:>o.ico.l 

shcl.l be c1eetted to be ne,,apai;:ere or periodicals. 

~~_!e 3. For the purposes of this law the :i;:eraon responsible for the 

me.nncen:ent of a publication shall be deeir:ed to be publisher. thereof. 

/,rt::cle 4, For the purposes of this law the nuthor of a book or written 

matter ...Jl(": the author o.f a picture shall be deemed to be an author. 

If a :ferson records the narrative of another in a publication he shall be 

deemed to be the author thereof; if a person asks another to publish e. narrative 

he ohall also be deemed to be the author thereof; similarly the person who 

narrated the said narrative shall be equally liable as the author thereof, 

p~ov ined. tho.t he. acknO'Wlede,es 1 t. 

If a :person edits or collects 8XJY written matter he shall be cleemed to be the 

author thoreof, and the or1e,inal author who acknowledges such wr1 tten matter shall 

be ·equ.eJ.ly liable as the author thereof. 

The translator of any ~ritten me.tter shall be deeJied to be the author thereof. 

/The duly 
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The duly authorized representative of a school, company, society or 

organization under the name of which any written matter is :published shall be 

deemed to be the author thereof. 

A l)erson who inserts an advertisement in a newspaper shall be deemed to be 

the author. If the said person is unknown or is non sui juris the publisher shall 

be deemd to be the author. 

Article 5, For the J>Urposes of this la-w a person who is responsible for 

editing a newspaper or periodical shall be deemed to be the editor. 

Article 6. For the purposes of this law a person who manages a printing 

u.ndertakina shall be deemed to be a printer. 

Article 7. The com:retent local authority mentioned in this law ia the hsien 

(county) government or municipal government in the case of a province, or the 

Bureau of Social Affairs of a municipal government in the case of a municipality 

under the direct control of the Executive Yuan. 

Article 8. The publisher shall submit at the time of its circulation, a copy 

cf ,my mAtter publiAhei by him to each of the following organizations: 

(1) Ministry of the Interior; 

(2) Ministry of Information of the Kuomintang Central Executive Committee; 

(3) 

(4) 

Competent local authorities; 

National library and the library of the Legislative Yuan. 
Revised and corrected copies of an original publication shall also be 

submitted to the above. 

The provisions of the preceding paragraphs shaJ.l apply to publications 

by Kuomintang or government offices. 

CHAPI'ER '.[WO: NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICAIB 

Article 9. The publisher of a newspaper or a i:eriodical shall, prior to its 

circulation for the first time, apply for registration vii th the competent local 

authorities and the application shall be forwarded within fifteen days to the 

provincial aovernm.ent or the municipal sovernment of a municipality under the 

direct control of the Executive Yuan for approv~l of the circulation of the 

publication. Except in special circumstances, the provincial government or the 

/municipal 
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municipal bovernment of a municipality under the direct control of the Executive 

Yuen shall decide'on the application ~ithin 28 days and in turn request the 

Ministry of the Interior for a certificate of registration. 

After the issue of the certifica~e of registration, the Ministry of the 

Interior shall send a copy of the application form to the Ministry of Information. 

The information to be given 1n an application form shall contain the following 

particulars: 

(1) mm.e of newspaper or magazine; 

(2) orsanization of the publishing undertaking; 

(3) Capital end financial condition; 

(4) Period of publication (in case of a newspaper, nu.'llber of pages); 

(5) Nrutes and ad.dresses of the publishing undertaking und printing works; 

(6) !lair.es, ageo, experience and addrocaes of the publisher o.nd editor. 

Article 10. In the event of a change in infoni:ation given in the application 

form in o.ccordance ,1 ith Article 9, the publisher shall ·within seven days after 

the chan&e ask for~ change in registration by the sa~~ procedure as that of 

a~!)lyina for registration. 

If the change involves a change of publisher or the name of a newapa:i;er or 

:periodical, the original certificate of reuistration shall be submitted while 

ar:iplying for new registration in accordance with the provisions of Article 9. 

Article 11, No fee shnll be charged for the registrction si:ecified in 

Article 9 end Article 10. 

Article 12. The comi:etent local authorities mt.Y, if necessary, investigate 

tho orge.nizaticn, circulation and business condition of any undert~king encased in 

the publication of a ne,1opo.per, ,-1hose business is limited to the circulation of 

neu s re ports • 

Article 13. It shall not be lawful for uny :person covered by one of the 

follo'11nc categories to be the publisher or editor of c. newspa:i;er or periodical; 

( 1) Persons who have no domicile in China; 

(2) Interdicted persona; 

( 3) Persons who nro serving a sentence of 1mprioorur.cnt or de tent ion for 

n:.orc thnn enc month; 

/(4) Persons 
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· (4) Persons who have been deprived of their civil rights. 

Article 14. It shall not be lawful for any person covered by one of the 

follm1ing categories to be the publisher or editor of a newspaper or periodical: 

( 1) Persons who have been sentenced in the criminal Chamber of the court 

on charges of contravening the provisions of Article 21, 

(2) Persons ~ho have been sentenced in the criminal Chamber of the court on 

charces of corruption and extortion. 

Article 15, The publisher, on the suspension of publication of a newspaper 

or periodical, shall apply for the cancellation of registration by the same 

procedure o.s that of applying for :registration. A newspa:per which is three months 

behind the scheduled date of publication and a periodical which is six months 

behind the ocheduled aate of publication shall be deemed to have given up the 

ritht of publ1cut1on. 

Article 16. The nrune of the publisher, the number of the certificate of 

reG1stration, the date of publication together with the n8l!les and addresses of t he 

publishers and printers shall in all cases be printed in a newspaper or a 

i:e riocUco.l. 

Article 17. A request for a correction or for the publication of a rerly to -- - - -- ·--------·~-------·--
8.n::f stateir.ent published in a newspape~r periodical .. ~d.e .by·,•the Jpersciri ' ":1:riv·o1ved 

or the person directly concerned shall be published within three days after its 

receipt in the case of a daily newspaper, and before the second issue after .its 

receipt in the case of' other newspapers and periodicals. The provisions of thi s 

article do not apply to the following cases: If the contents of a correction or 

reply contravene the law, or if the sender fails to include his rimr.e and address 

in this request, or if the request is made more than six months after publication. 

The position to be given to a correction or reply shall be _equal in 

importru1ce to _that in ·which the original item was published. 

CBAPI'ER THREE: BOOKS AND CYI'HER PUBLICATIONS 

Article 18. The narr.es und addresses of the author, publisher·, print er o.nd 

dote oi publicution shall be printed on the last page of every book or other 

publication. 

/Article 19, 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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Article 19. The provisions of Article 18 shall not apply to notices, 

regulations, business reports, catalogues, band.bills, advertisements, programes, 

forms of every kind, certificates, bonds and photoaraphs, 

Article 20. Handbills or loose sheets dealins with politics shall not be 

pr1ntod or distributed without the approval of the competent local authorities. 

CHAPTER FOUR: RESTRICTIONS ON CONTENTS OF PUBLICATIONS 

~ticle 21. Speeches or propaganda shall not be published in any publication 

it' they are : 

(l) calculated to undenn.ine the Kuomintans or violate the Three Peo;ple 's 

Prine 1 ple s ; 

(2) co.lculated to overthrow the National Government and prejudice the 

intoreeta of the Chinese Republic; 

(3) calculated to disturb public order. 

Article 22. It shall not be lawful to publish any matter offensive 

to morals or public decency. 

Article 23. It shall not be lawful to publish the proceedings of a court 

which is not public. 

Article 24. It shall not be lawful in titr.e of \lar, or state of emergency to 

publish any matter deal ill{, with politics, lllili tary or foreign affairs or local 

pence and order, as mIJ.Y be provided in any order issued by the National Government. 

Article 25. The provisions of Articlee 21, 22, 23 end 24 shall apply also to 

all matter inserted 1n publications 1n the form of advertisements, etc. 

CBAPl'ER FIVE: ADMINISTRATlVE M&O..SURES 

Article 26. If a. newspaper or periodical 1s published without first applyinc 

for registration in accordance with Article 9 or of inaccurate entries are mo.de 1n 

tho application form, it shall be suspended, 

If a. ne-wspaper or periodical fails to make the necessary changes in its 

application in accordance with Article 10, it shall be suspended until tho 

ap~1l1co.t1on for the required chanBe in registration 1a made by the proper procedure. 

/Article 27. 
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Article 27. The measures a,Pecified in Article 26 shall be carried out by 

the hsien (county) or municipal government with the approval of the provincial 

govenmient if the newspaper or periodical is published at the seat of a haien 

sovernment or municipal government. If the newspaper or periodical is published 

at the seat of a provincial government or the municipal government of a· 

municipality under the direct control of the Executive Yu.an, the measures shall be 

carried out by the provincial government or the municipal government with the 

approval of the Ministry of the Interior. All measures carried out with the 

a]?proval of the provincial government shall be reported to the Ministry of the 

Interior for record. 

Article 28. If a publication is found by the Ministry of the Interior to 

have published one of the items prohibited under Article 21 or to have 

"' 

contravened the provisions of Article 24, the Ministry shall give notice of the 

offenco and prohibit the sales and circulation of the publication and, if necessary, 

seize tho copies. At the request of the publisher, the seized copies shall be 

returned after the 1 tem in question is deleted or the ban prescribed in Article 24 

is lifted. 

If the offence of the first kind is not of a serious nature, the competent 

local authorities, with the approval of "the provincial government or the 

munici:pa.l government, may warn the :publication, and the :provincial government or 

municipal government shall in turn report the matter to the Ministry of the 

Interior. 

Article 29. If' a publication is found by the competent local authorities 

to have published one of the items prohibited under Article 21, the 

administrative authority shall, if necessary, eus:pend the sales and. circulation 

of the publication or temporarily seiie the copies, and at the same time the · 

approval of the Ministry of the Interior shall be requested through the provincial 

govenmwnt or the municipal government of a municipality under the direct control 

of the Executive Yuan. 

Article 30. If the publication ie a newspaper or a periodical, and is issued 

at the seat ofa bsien (county) government or municipal government, the measures 

specified 1n Article 24 shall be reported. by the heien (county} gov4Jmment or the 

/municipal 
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municipal [,overnment to the provincial govenunent for approval. If it is issuea. 

at the seat of a provincial government or municipal government of a municipality 

uncl.er the cUrect control of the Executive Yuan the measures shall be reported by 

the provincial governn:ent or the municipal government to the Ministry of the 

Interior for ap~roval. 

Article 31. The Ministry of tho Interior shall ban the entry of any 

publicati~n it'lSued in foroien countries, if thnt publication falls •within the 

catcc::>ry listed in the first pare.graph of Article 28 or the first paragraph of 

Article 34. 

The provincial or municipal covcrnment shall seize the publication at the 

timo of its entry if tho publication 1s banned in accordance with the provisions 

of the preceding paro{_;raph. 

/,rtjcle 32. The Miniotry of the Interior shall suspend for u certain :perioc1-

or ]?Cnn.:incntly uny ncws:pa]?Cr or periodical if tho offence of the ncwspo.rer or 

:periorical against the pr~visions of the first 8ection of Article 28 is of a 

serious nature. Tho comi:otent local authorities sh~ll seize rmy publication 

publi~hcd in violation of o. suspension order. 

Article 33. The oriGinal type or printer's foms of books and other 

publications seized may also bo seized, if necessary. 

The ~rovisions of the second pllro.{1raph of Article 28 apply mutatis mutand.is 

to tr.o cri(;inal tyre and printer's forms seized in accordance with tho preceding 

~rcGrnph. 

Article 34. Whereas o:ny publication viola.ting tho Criminal Code sho.11 be 

dealt ,1ith in e.ccordunce with the law, the Ministry of the Interior or tho 

competent local authorities, with the approval of the Ministry, shall prohibit the 

oalcs nnd circulation, end, if necessary, seize tho copies if the contents of a 

publication are found to contravene seriously tho provisions of Article 22. 

If the offending :publication is n. newspaper or n p:;riodical, its ~u.blicution 

rwy be suspended for o. definite r:oriod. 

Article 35. If o. publisher should fail to submit copies of publications in 

accordcncc with tho first or second puraeruph of Article 8 he shull be fined a 

sum of not moro than $30, 

/Article 36. 
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Article 36. If a publisher issues a newspaper or :rieriodical -without first 

applying for registration in accordance with the provisions of Article 9 or 

Article 10 he shall be fined a sum of not more than $100. 

Article 37, If a person falling within the categories listed under Article 13 
or Article 14 publishes or edits a newspa:rier or periodical he shall be fined a 

sum. of not more than $100. 

Article 38. If a publisher contravenes the provisions of the first paragraph 

of Article 15 he shall be fined a sum of not more than $20. 

Article 39, If the publisher of a publication fails to sive the information 

required by Article 16 or Article 18 or gives inaccurate information he shall be 

fined a sum or not more than $100. 

Article 40. If an editor contravenes the provisions of Article 17 he shall 

be fined a sum of not more than $100. 

Article 41. If a hiG}ler government authority receives a _petition from a 
' ne,~spaper undertaking against eny measure specified in this chapter, such 

authority shall make a decision within ten days after the receipt of the :petition. 

CHAPI'ER SIX: PUNISI1MENI' 

Article 42. If a publisher or printer is convicted of contravening provisions 

of Article 20 he shall be fined a sum of not more than $100. 

Article 43. If a publisher, editor, author or printer is convicted of 

contravening the provisions of Article 21, he shall be punished with 

imprisonment for not more than one year, or detention or a fine of not more than 

$1,000. Ii n heavier sentence i s specified in other laws, such heavier sentence 

shall be imposed. 

Article 44. If an editor or author is convicted of contravening the 

provisions of Article 22 or 23 he shall be punished with detention or a fin~ of 

not more than $300. 

Article 45. If a publisher, editor, author or printer is convicted of 

contravening the ban or restriction prescribed in Article 24 he shall be punished 

~ith imprisonment for not more than one year or detention or a fine of not more 

than $1,000. 

/Article 46. 
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Article 46. The punishment specified in Article 43 and Article 45 for the 

author shall be imposed only on the author "Who signs his name to the published 

item if the publication is a ne-wspaper or a !)eriod.ical. 

Article 47. If a person publishes a ne-wspai:;er or a :periodical in violation 

of the aus:pension order specified in Article 26 he shall be punished ,-11th a fine 

of not more than $200. 

Articlo 48. If a person is guilty of obstruction to the execution of 

an order to seize copies of a publication as specified in Article 29 he shall be 

liablo to a fine of not more than $200. 

Art:l.cle 49. If a publisher contravenes the suspension order specified 

in tho first paraaraph of Article 28 he ahnll be punished ,,11th imprisonment for not 

moro than one year, t'etention or a fine of not more then $1,000. If a person 

sells or circulates any publication kno-wing that the publication has been 

auspenr.ecl under the first parasraph of Article 28 he shall be punished with 

1m!'risonment for not more than six months, detention or a fine of not more than 

$500, 

The provisions of the preceding parasraph apply mutatis mutandis to cases 

where the publication banned under the first :paragraph of Article 31 is imported 

and sold or circulated, or 1s imported end sold or circulated with the knowledge 

th~t it is banned under the first paragraph of Article 31. 

Article 50, Obstruction to the execution of seizure orders as specified in 

the first paragreph of Article 28, the second paragraph of Article section 31, th~ 

seconcl par!l.(;reph of Article 32 and Article 33 shall be punishable with 

imprisorur.ent for not more than a ix months, de ten ti on or a fine of not more than 

$500. 

Article 51. If a publisher is convicted of infringins the ban imposed under 

the first paragraph of Article 32 he shall be punished -with 1mprisonn:ent for not 

more tha.--i one year, detention or a fino of not more than 4>1,000, If a person sells 

or circulates any newspaper or periodical, kno.iine, thnt it is banned under the 

first 1)0.ragraph of Article 32 he shall be punished with imprisonment for not 

more tho.n six months, detention or a fine of not more than ~500. 

/Article 52. 
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Article 52. Proceedings in the case of offences s:pecified in this law shall 

be barred on account of limitation of time if they are not taken •within one year. 

In the case of the offences s:pecified in Article 43 and Article 45, the period 

of prescri~tion of the right of prosecution shall commence from the date of 

publication. 

CBAPl'ER SEVEN: SUPPLEMENTARY RULES 

Article 53. The Ministry of the Interior shall issue administrative 

re£>ulat1ons under this law. 

Article 54. This la-w et.all come into force on the date of its promulgation. 

/ ADMINISTRATIVE 
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ADMINISTRATIVE REGUIATIONS UNDER THE PUBLICATIONS LAH 

Revised and Promulgated by the Ministry of the Interior 
28 July 1937 

Article 1. These Re(;ulations ure issued in accora.c.nce ll i th the :provisions 

of Article 53 of the Publications Law. 

Article 2. Provisions concerning com:petcnt local govcrmr.cnt offices i n the · 

Public~tions Law and in theec Regulations shall also apply to administrative 

officeD of special areas or a~ministrativo bureaux. 

Article 3. In adrition to the provisions of Ch&ptcr IV of the Publications 

L-.,1, resolutions concernine, publications adopted by the Kuomintanc Central 

Executive Con:mi ttee aha.11 also serve as tho cri tcria for the cxemina tion of 

publications. 

Article 4. The terx:i. "publications clo.ssified as ne,1spar:crs'' in the seconcl 

sub-para0raph of tho first paragraph of Article 2, of the Publications Lm1 refers 

to publications which normally devote two-thirdo or more of their total spuce to 

the printin& of nm1s. 

Ac1vertisei:::ents shall not be taken into account when calculc. ting space 

according to the preceding paracro.ph. 

Article 5. If separate editions of a newspur,er or periodical arc published 

in different localities they aho.11 be regarded o.s separate nm1spo.:r;ers or 

periocUca.ls. 

Article 6. The amount of capital utilized for the publication of a neuspaper 

wMch must be entered in the registration forms as provided for in the third 

sub--IJarc.gre-ph of the second paro.cro.ph of Article 9 of tho Publications Lall mc.y be 

reLul~tcu ns follows: 

(l) At tho seat of a provincial or municipal 60VeI""nmcnt with a population 

exceccUnG one million people, ten thousand dollo.rs or more for o. newspaper 

publinhing undertaking o.nd three thoueend dollars or moro for on undortalcine, 

publishing news bulletins; 

(2) At the scat of a provincial or municipal covcrrm:cnt ,1ith o. population 

of lcnu thon ono million people, six thousand dollars or more for a newspaper 

/publishinG 
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:Publishing undertaking and. one thousand dollars or more for an undertaking 

publishin13 news bulletins; 

(3) At the seat of the administrative office of a special area, of a hsien 

(county) covernment, or of an administrative bureau, one thousand a_ollars or more 

for a ne\rnpaper publishinn undertaking, two hundred dollars or more for an 

undertaking publishing news bulletins. In places ·where a newspaper bas not 

previously been published, or a news agency established, the publisher of a 

newspaper may reduce the capital to five hundred dollars or more, and the 

publisher of a nows bulletin may reduce the capital to one hundred dollars or more. 

In the case of a newspaper published in a locality other than the 

localities mentioned in the first, second e.nd. third sub-paragraphs of the 

preceding J)8.ragraph, the amount of the capital may be fixed by the provincial 

or municival government concerned or, in the case of a special area, by the 

acl.min1strative office concerned, ·which shall in turn report the sum fixed to the 

Ministry of the Interior for approval anCT record. 

Article 7. Newspapers already resistered before the revision and coming into 

force of the Publications Law shall apply for the :registration of the amount of 

car,ital invested in accordance with the J>rovisions of the preceding Article within 

six months of the revision and coming into force of the Publications Law. 

If a newspaper publisher fails to apply for the registra tion in accordance 

with the preceding paragraph of the mnount of capital invested, his newspai::er 

may be sucr,cnde d from publication in accordance with Article 26 of the Publications 

Law. 

Article 8. A ne1-1spaper publisher 'shall indicate in the registration form a s 

provided in the sixth sub-paragraph )f the second paragraph of Article 9 of the 

Publico.tions Law that he is duly q_ualified for his :profession because he possessec1 

one of the follo~ing qualifications; 

(1) Gracl.uation \·11th diploma from a university, college or professional school 

in China or abroad recognized by the Minist:cy of Education; 

(2) Gradua tion from a senior middle school recognize d by the Ministry of 

Education and three years or more of experience in the profession of journalism 

~ith ~ocumontary evidence; 

(3) Three 
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(3) Three years or more of se::-vice in a government office supervising 

Journalistic activities with documentary evidence; or 

(4) Five years or more of experience in the profession of journalism with 

ap~ropriatc evidence. 

Article 9. When applying i'or roG1strat1on in accordance with Article 9 

of the Publications La-w the publisher of a ne-wspaper or :periodical shall file four 

copies of the prescribe(l_ o.p')lication form, 

Article 10. In fo:nmrding application forms for the registration of a 

nm1spa:por or periodical in accordo.nco with tho first paragraph of Article 9 of the 

Publications Lau, the local (.ovenimcnt office concerned sho.11 first send the 

forms to tho loco.l Kuomintang hoo.dquarters of tho same level for examination ancl_ 

ap1,roval, t'.ncl shall also rocord in tho forms its own comments. One copy of the 

application forms shall bo kept in its own file, and the othor three copies shall. 

be fo:nrnrcl_ccl to the provincio.l government or to tho municipal government uncl_er the 

direct control of the Executive Yuen. 

Article 11. The provincial government or municipal government under the 

direct control of the Exocutivo Yuen, in coroidcring tho application for the 

:recistretion of a ne·wspaper or periodical in accordo.nco with tho second :parae,ral)h 

of Article 9 of tho Publications Law, shall send such application to the loce.l 

Kuominumg head4uarters of the samo level for oxnmino.tion and approval. \Then 

rejcctinG o.n application the local govonmiont concerned may inform the applicant 

of its decision directly and shnll at the same tim report tho decision to the 

Ministry of the Interior. \/hen accepting and forwo.rdine, an application, the local 

government concerned shall record its own comncnts in the application forms. One 

copy of the forms shall bo kept in its own file, ana two copies shall be forwarded 

to tho Ministry of tho Interior. 

Article 12. Upon receiving tho ree.istro.tion forms referred to in the 

prececUne Article, the Ministry of tho Interior shall send tho forms to tho 

Ministry of Information of the KuomintnnG Central Headquarters for examination anc". 

approval before granting a certificate of rogiatratlon. 

Article 13. The provisions of the four preceding Articles shall also ap;:1ly 

when a newspo.~r or periodical chnngoa its roaistration or cancels its 

roaistrat1on. 

/Article 14. 
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Article 14. A newspaper or periodical, ,,hen applying for a change of 

registration because of transfer to a new publisher, the application for change 

of' registration shall be made jointly by the original :publisher and the ne,1 

publisher. 

Article 15. The local government office concerned, ,-1hen approving 

ap:olication for the resistration of a ner1spar,er or periodical, shall send a cornr 

of the application to the local police office. The same procedure shall also apply 

in cuee of the chanse of resistration or cancellation of registration. 

Article 16. The local government office concerned, when reviewine, the 

orcnnization, business and operation of a news agency in accordance with Article 12 

of the Publications Law shall report the result of such review to the provincial 

government or to the municipal government wider the direct control of the 

Executive Yuan, which shall in turn report to the Ministry of the Interior. The 

Ministry of the Interior shall notify the Ministry of Information of the 

Kuomintanc Central Headciuo.rtcrs of the same. 

Article 17. Before receiving the certificate of registration after its 

apDlication for reaistration has been approved, a newspaper or periodical shall 

print the date of the approval of its application instead of the aerial number 

of the certificate of registration as required by Article 16 of the Publications 

La,,. 
If a r::crson fails to print the information prescribed in the preceding 

paru(sl'aph or prints inaccurate information he shall be punished in accordance 

•with Article 39 of the Publications Law. 

Article 18. If a certificate of registration is lost or destroyed, the 

!)Ublishor concerned shall immediately announce in an advertisement inaertecl. in a 

ne'1s1,:,a:per that the certificate is no longer valid, He shall apply for a. ne'\-1 

certificate through thu proper local government office at the same time submitting 

a copy of the ne,1s:pa:por containing his announcement. 

If a person contravenes the provisions of the preceding paragraph he shall 

be punishod in accord.ance with Article 38 of the Publications Law. 

Article 19. The term 11National Libraries" in tho fourth sub-paragraph of the 

firat l)Elroaraph of Article 8 of the Publications Law refers to the Nc,tional Central 

Librory and the National Peiping Library. 

/Article 20. 
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Article 20. For the purpose of submitting publications in accora_ance ui th 

the first or second paragraphs of Article 8 of the Publications Law, the 

publisher shall keep a register llhich shall be stamped by the post office when 

publications arc sent by mail, or by the receiving office upon receipt of the 

publico.tions. 

Article 21. If the Ministry of Information of the Kuomintang Central 

Headquarters is of tho opinion that penal n:easures should be taken in connexion 

with a !)ublication, it m£.y request the Ministry of the Interior to talce the 

necessary action. 

Article 22. \fhen giving effect to the provisions of Articlo 26 of the 

Publications La,, Jmposing the suspmsion of a publication because of false entries 

in the application form, tho local governn:.cnt office or tho provincial or 

municipul £,ovorrm:cnt concerned shall, before apply lng the procedure prescribed in 

Article 27 of the Publications Law, order tho publisher to offer an expl0.nation an~ 

scnu an official to conduct en investigation. 

Article 23. Publications in respect of llhich -warnings may be given to their 

publisher by the local govornitCnt offices concerned in o.ccordnnco with the third 

paro.c,raph of Article 28 of tho Publications Law shall be limited to ncl1spa:r;crs enc_ 
i:er:iocUco.ls. 

The wo.rning□ rcfcrrod to in the preceding parogro.ph shall be given in writing. 

Article 24. Uhcn tho publication of a nowspo.pcr or JA)rioc.ico.l is temporarily 

suspmdec1, the publisher thorcof shD.11 roport to the local £,ovcrnment office 

concernocl ,,hich ohall in tum report to the Ministry of the Interior. The Ministry 

of the Interior in turn shall notify the Ministry of Information of tho 

Kuomintc.nc Central Heua.quo.rters. 

The period of suspension referred to in tho preceding paragraph shall not 

excee(_ three months in all. in ea.ch year in the case of a. newspar,er and shall not 

exceo~. six nonths in each yeur in the case of a periodical. Tho registration of the 

publication 'lr.OY be cancelled for o. contro.vcntion of this provision. 

If o. ~ublisher contravenes the provisions of tho first paragraph of this 

Article ho shall bo punished in o.ccorcanco with Article 38 of tho Publico. tions uw • 

/Article 25. 
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Article 25. Handbills or annou11cements of a politic al nature published by the 

Kuomintang or government organizations may be exempted from the application of the 

procecl_ure prescribed in Article 20 of the Publications Law. 

Article 26. Forms of application, of certificates of registration and other 

forms referred to in the Publications Law ana_ these Regulations shall be 

prescribeu separately. 

Article 27. These regulations may be amended by the Ministry of the Interior 

if necessn.ry. 

Article 28. These regulations shall come into force on the date of the coming 

into force of the Publications Law. 

/APPLICATION 
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APPLICATION FORM (1) -- For use of the publisher of a newspaper or periodical 

al)plying for res1at,:-ation in accordanco \11th Article 9 of the Publications 

ta,, end Article 9 of the Ad.ministrativo Regulations under the Publications 

~,,. 
Application Form for Registration of Nc,rnpapera and. Periodicals 

Nexr.e of the Publication 

Cato[;ory Porioa of Publication 

Purpose of ?ubl1cation 

Ore,o.nization of tho PublishinB Concern 

Capital Financial Condition 

Publish1nt Concorn: Name Ac'c.rellB 

Printers: Nemc A~dress 

Publishor and Editors: t'ubliaher Ec1itora 

N.:me 

Plt'.ce of birth 

Ago 

Educo.tion 

Experience 

P~rty Affiliation and 

Scria.l Number of 

Po.rty Card 

Address 

RcI:10.rlcs 

Con:mcnts 

Colllil.Cnts on Re-exomino.tion 

/To the •• , 
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the uociaJ. Ju.':rairs .6ure--.;.u o:,.' •••••••••••• Munici:i;ali ty, 

the Administrative Office of••··•••••• Special Area, or 

the••••••••·••• Administrative Bureau 

Date 

In accordance with the 11rovisions cf Article 9 of the Fublication_s Iaw and 

Article 9 of the Administrative Regulations under the Publications law, I her eby 

submit the information required and apply for the registration of ••.••••••••.•• 

•••••••·•·•·•·••··••••• published under my name. 

(signed) ••••• ~ •••••••• 

Publisher 

• I • I • • • • • • • • • • I • • • Ill 

Note 

(Name · of Pttblishing 

Undertaking) 

l. The publisher applying for the registration of a newspaper or periodical 

shall obtain this application form from the competent local government 

office and file his application in four copies. 

2. Under "category11
, state newspaper, _periodical, or news agency. 

3. "Per1cd of Publication" means whether the publication is a daily) we 0J:-.ly, 

mcnthly, er quarterly, et cet3ra, and shall be stated in this column. 

4. 11Fublisher 11 means the manager of a newspaper er periodical. If there are 

two or more publishers, the application shall be made in the name of one 

person cnly, who shall be designated by the other publisher or publishers. 

5, "Editors" mean the persons who are responsible fer the editing of t he 

publication. Information with respect to such perscns shall be given 

separately under this colUlrJl. 

6. The "Ccn.ments" shall contain the comments of the local government office 

concerned. The "Comments on Re-examination" shall ccntain t he coIJJII1ents cf 

the :provincial government or the munici~al government under the direct 

control of the Executive Yuan. 

/ APPLICATION FORM 
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AI'PLICATIClf F')nM (2) -- Fer use of the :publisher of a newspaper or periodical 

applying for the change of registration in accordance with Article 10 of 

the Publicaticns Law and Article 14 of the Administrative Regulations 

under the Publications law. 

l\EElicaticn Form fer the Change of Rep;istraticn of Newsiia'Pers or Periodicals 

Brune of the Iubl1cat1cn 

Fublisher's Name 

Date cf Approval of Original Registration 

Date cf Issue of the Certificate cf Registration end its Serial Number 

r:r. t ,1 :i Fir;:;t fubli:uticn 

Changa ::f Registrati:n 

priginal applicant 

Reaecns f::r Chanee 

Date ::f Ch.,.nge 

Rczarks 
. 

Comn':?nts 

C:::rments ::n Re-exe.minaticn 

Tc tho·••••••••• hsien (~unici:ral) g::vernment, 

thP s::cial Affairs Bureau cf •••••••••• Munici:ra.lity, 

the Ad.Dinistrative Office cf••••·•···• Special Area, or 

thP •••••••••• , ••••• Administratitte Bureau 

!Present applicant 

Date 

In accordance with the ircvisi::ns of Article 10 ::f the Putlicaticns Law 

end iJ'ticle 14 ~f the Ad..oinistrative Regula.~1::no under the Publicati~no Law, I 

J:.,,rpby f1Utr:-.it the inf:r:oat1::n required and apply fer a change of rcgiotro.ticn, 

(s1£Iled). •• ...•.•.. •••• •• , •••••• 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • (:N,i:.:e oi' fur,l13hing C:::1:c :crn) 
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The :publisher applying for a change of registration of a new-spaper or 

periodical shall obtain this applicaticn form from the competent local government 

office and file his application in four copies. 

APPLICATION FORM (3) -- For u~e cf the publisher of a newspaper or periodical 

applying for the cancellation of registration in accordance with the first 

paragraph of Arttcle 15 of the Publications Law. 

Anplicaticn Form. for the Cancellation of Registration of Newspapers and Periodicale 

Name of :Publication 

Publisher I s Name 

Date of A ppr o,· al of Original Registration 

Date of Issue of the Certificate of Registration and its Serial Number 

Reascns for Suspension cf Publication 

Date of Suspension of Publicaticn 

Remarks 

Tc the ••·••••••• hsien (municipal) government, 

the Sccial Affairs Bureau of•••••••••••• Ml.lllicipality, 

the Administrative Office of ............ Special Area, or 

the•••••••··•·• Administrative Bureau 

Date 

In acccrd.ance with the provisions of the first paragraph of Article 15 Of 

the Publicaticns Lav, I hereby submit the re~uire~ information and apply fer the 

cancellaticn of r egistration, 

(signed) •••••••••••• 

Publisher 

................ (Na.me cf Publishing Concern} 

Note 

The publisher applying for the cancellation cf r egistration of a news:paper er 

periodical shall obtain this application form from the competent local government 

cffice and file his application in four copies, together with the original 

certificate of registration. 
/REGULATIONS 
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REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE CONSERVATION OF NEWSFRINT 

FOR NEWSPAPERS, P:IBIODICAI.S, AND BOOKS 

Article l. Newspapers shall make eccncmic use of their space 1n the 

arrangement of news items and advertisements. Newspapers published daily in 

mere then fcur pages shall, by the voluntary efforts cf the publishers, be 

reduced tc four pages fer each edition after the promulgaticn'cf these 

Regulations; new3;apcrs publiahcd in mere than eight pugcs shall be reduced to 

net mere thun ~ight pages. 

J.rticle 2. In the case cf periodicals newsprint shull be regulated c1.s 

follcws: 

(1) Weeklies ohall net hnve more than sixteen puges per issue; 

(2) Fortnightlies shall not have mere than thirty-two pages per issue; 

(3) Monthlies and these issued at lcnger intcrvo.ls shall not huve more 

than sixty-four :pl.lgco per iosue. 

J,.rticle 3. News:papcrs, pcricdico.ls, ond books shall, us far as :possible, 

use newsprint o.:.nui'ttctured in China. 

l.rticlc 4. The Ministry of the Intcr1cr may, in acccrdance with the 

requirements :f c:nd1t1:ng fer the time being cxistina, allcco.tc and adjust tho 

nuobor of ncwopupcro nnd poricdiculs J?Ublish~d in different places in order to 

cccn:mizo ncwo~rint und ~t the aru:i.c time bring about a balanced development of 

culture. 

Article 5. Ucwspnpcrs und. pcriodico.la vithcut udcquntc co.pitn.l and 

d£,fin1te; e.ddrcsa ohill be subJ·.:Ctcd tc severe rcstr1ct1cns in registration. 

/REGULATIONS 
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REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE LIMITATION ON CAPrI'AL 

FOR NEWSPAPERS AND P:ERIODICALS IN TAIWAN 

Article 1. In order to ensure protection fol:' the publication of n ewspapers 

and periodicals in Taiwan and to enable them to fulfil the task of public 

informaticn, the Information Department of the Taiwan Provincial Government has 

udopt0d the present regulations in accordance with Article 6 of the administrative 

Rcgul.uticns under tho Publications Law. 

ili"ticle 2. Upon tho coming into force of these regulations, capital invested 

in n ewspupers and periodicals :published in Taiwan shall be regulated as follows: 

(u) In the case of ~ublications 1n the Taipei Municipality or Taipei 

h~icn ( ccunty): not less than ten thousand (10,000) Taiwan dollars for a 

n cwspap0r publishins undertaking; not l ess than three thousand two hundred ruid 

fifty (3,250) Taiwan dollars for an undertaking publishing news bulletins; and 

not l ess than five thousand (5,000) Taiwan dollars fer an undertaking publishing 

a p C;;ricdical; 

(b) In the case of publications in the municipalities of Keelung, Sinchu, 

Taichung, Tainan, and Kaohsiung and the hsien (counties) of Sinchu, Taichung, 

Tcinan, c.nd Kuchsiung: not less than six thcusfilld two hundred and fifty (6,250) 
Tuhmn dcllurs for o. newspaper :publishing undertaking; not l ess than two thousand 

(2,000) Taiwan dollars for on undertaking publishing news buJlctins; and not l ess 

thun thr<Je thcusond (3,000) Taiwan dollars for an undertaking publishing a 

:periodical; 

(c) In the case cf :publications in the municipalities of Kiayi, Changhua, and 

Pingtung and hs i cn (counties) of Taitung, Hualien, Penghu, ond others: not l ess 

than three thcusand seven hundred and fifty (3,750) Taiwan dollars fer a newspaper 

publishing underto.king; not less than cne thousand two hundred and fifty (1,250) 

To.iwo.n dcllurs fer an undertaking publishing news bulletins; and not l ess than enc 

thousond seven hundred and fifty (1,750) Taiwan dollars for an undertaking 

publishing u :poricdicnl. 

f,rticlc 3. The capital specified in the preceding Article shall consist 

of cush and rrinting works and material owned by the JJUblishing undertaking. 

Bends, stocks, and r eul estate held by the underto.king shall not be considered 

port cf tho cupital. At l east two thirds of tho total capital shall be in cash. 

Bank dopcsit vouchers shall be submitted for exomination. 

/ Itrticle 4. 
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Article 4. When a newspaper or pcr1od1co.l in Taiwnn applies for 

registration, the locul government office ccnccrncd shall cxrun.ine the amount 

cf its cupit<ll with cure. J,.ny false information in reporting th0 runount cf the 

cnpitru. shLU.l cntuil the penalties rrescribed by law. 

brticle 5. If tho fl.lllcunt of the capituJ. of n newspaper er periodical in 

Tuiwun as reported is found to be inaccurate after it~ registration has been 

approved, the publication sha.ll b~ suspended in acccrdD.ncc with the first paragraph 

of .Article 26 of the Publicutions Luw. 

R.rticlc 6. These roc;ulat1cns oholl come into fcrco us from tho date of 

their promulguticn after they have been submitted to end uprrovcd by the Tuiwon 

Provincial Government u.nd reported to the Miniotry cf thu Interior for record. 

/A'F(fICU 11, 
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.ARTICLE ll, .PARAGRii.PH 1, OF THE MARTIAL LAW 
Revised by the Legislative Yuan and Promulgated by the 

National Government en 16 April 1948 

Article 1. The sonicr officer commo.nding in tho area placed under Martial 

Luw sho.11 have the power: 

(l) to ban public gatherings, asscmbliesJ parades, and demonstrations, 

end to prohibit the delivery of speeches end lectures, or the circulation of 

ncwopapcrs, periodicals, pictures, posters, catchwords, end other publications 

which arc considered dctrimontal to military activities. The afcrcmcnticncd 

public gatherings, assemblies, parados, and d0monstraticns may be dispersed when 

ncccosory. 

/ARTICLE 7 
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ARTICLE 7 OF THE REGULIITIONS GOVERNiliG THE SUPFRESSION OF REBELLION 

Revised end Pro~ulgutcd by tho President on 26 April 1950 

J.rticlc 7 . .Any person who uids th0 rebels by currying on J)ropugonda by 

ttenns of written Illlltter, })Ublicnticns, and speeches shall be scntcncC;d to 

im.priscnmcnt for a term of net loss thnn seven yea.rs. 




