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Act· No. 1951 'for the rog\ll.ation or public entertnin!!Jenta end radio broadcasts. 

mmER 1951 

TJE NATIOllAL 001'1GRE3S 

1n the nome of the Republic 

BAS ENACTED Tm!: Jf'OLLO·Tnm ,.~: 

Article l. Cinematographic exh1b1tiona, theatrioal porfcmences or .aim1lar 

public entert~1nmente and re.d.io broadcaote which are offered or which oriainate 

in the country, ohall be subject to the reatr1ct1ona end prohibitions to be 

preec:ribed in 1-eculatio~ enacted b1 the Executive Power. 

Article 2. The reGUlatione re!'e?'l"ed to 1n the foreeoing article 1!111 bon 

enterta.1.nzr.ents, cinem.togmphic o:r.hibi tions end radio brcad.co.oto, or portions 

thereof, vhich e.re offensive to :public deconoy 01· morality, 01· preJudioial. to 

rolat1ons with friendly countries or eonerelly "hich are likely to have a 

detriI!lente.J. effect on the Pl'!nciplea and ate.."\U!'..rlle of the Dominican people. 

Drafts for such re:,Uations shall be cubntted to the E..:ecutive P°'·!er, 

throUt;h the Secretariat of State ~or tlut Interior ~ Police, by a special body 

to be mown as the m1t1ona1 .Public Entertammente end Broadcaeti.ne; comn11as1on 

(Comiei&n Naci~nal de Es-oectdculoe P&licoo y P.odiof~n!e). 
The Cornisaion e!lAll have 1to seat 1n Clud.ad 'l'rujillo end shell consist of' 

a cha1r::lan, a vice•cllDinnian, three :cembers and a permanent aocretary in charee 

of the e.i~h!vea, all thece bein8 paid. offices, the office•r.olders beinc 

appointed by the 'Executive Power. 

The Conueaion shall also have M ed.vieer; thia off1co shell be filled 

ex cff1cio by the senior lecaJ. officer of the National Police who shell be ca.ll.ed 

upon to :f'Urn1eh ad.vice or 1n the event or equality of votoo • 

• • • • • • 
Article 4. The oxhibit1on in the country o! c1nernntoera11hic f1l!ns 111 which 

a11pear porfomors · recognized as Ccmm\m.iets or which tend to serve ac p1-o~ai1da 

for the Co::lilun1st 1deoloa- 1s prohibited b1 tl10 present Act. 

Article 5. Cino:iato2:%'8.Phic exh1b1t1ons for children of either eex under 

14 yearo of &6e rJA1 net include fillnn containins scenes, situations, titles or 

dinloeuo cf en erotic charo.oter, or conte.1n1na ocenes, s1t\lAtiono, titloe or 

d1e.loc;ue ca:pable of !)ervert1~ thoir moral.a, or 1 eencrnlly, tillnS tl10 details or 

/eubJect 
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subject of ~.rhich set be:f~ the . ch1ldien a pernicious·_ example or experience .. 
· unsuited to their ~e.. ·· ·,·. :;.:• ., _,.: · ;•·" ' .... ,. . . "~ . · 

. . . . . •·· . . , .• . ; '.. \ .. 
• • • • • • • 

Article 8~ · Th; .-c~aaion ~hall ~rider-~ q~~-r~- rep~rt ·ozi i~s wo~·k to · 

the Secretary of' State for th~ Interior and Poli~e .... · ..• ' .. . . ;".· 
Article. 9. l'endinG the enactment of ~gul~t1ons under Articiea "i. ~cl 2 

of' this Act I publ.1~ entertainme~ts a hall conti~~ to be . ·g~ve~d~ · 111 -~ttera , 

relating to pu.b.11c decency" ~d mo~ity, b1 t~ ordinances· issued ·1n tb~1/ 

reapecti ve jurisdict1~8, bj the Admini.atrat1ve CO\UlCil ot the District_ of .. 

Santo Domine,o, municipal governments 8.n.1 m1.'in1cipal oouno1ie, the sub-comtiisaiona 

L'lentioned 1n Al-ticle ll being CCl\l!letont to inatitute' the releve.nt :p1:ocec,dingB •. 

Article 10. If eny person oont:re.ver.oe the regulations enacted _under : 

Artiol~e l end 2 of thio Aot he shall be l.ia"ble on conviction to a :f'ine or not 

lees _than 25 or mor-e than 100 :peace 9r to e. tem of im:;,,rison:ment of not · lees. than 

fifteen de.ye or more than t!'lree mcnthD, or to both these penalties eimultaneously. -

T.-t fJXlY person cont:ravenee Articles 31 Ji. Md 5 of this Act he shall be liable 

on <:onviotion to a fine of not lese tha:l 50 w more than 500 pesos, or to e ter.n. 

oi" itlprisoncent or not lees than three or tlOl"e than six Dl:Onths, or to both these 

penal ties eimultaneoualy 1n the case of serious offences. · 

Judr,es of tho lower court shall be competent to try these offences~ ,

Sole para6]:'aph, In the event of a second offence, the penal.ti shall be 

doubled; the oloeins of the establishments concerned for a period oi' not more 

than thirty days rr.llY be ordered • 

. t..rticle ll. In the District of Santo Dc:mll8o, proceedinas !or the 1npoa1tion 

of penalties shell be instituted by the llationel Public Entertainlllants and 

Broadcast~ Conmiesion; 1n connunee which are the capital of' a province, t~y 

sha.11 be instituted by ll sub·commiaaion consisting of the sovemor, who shel.l. 

be chaini'im1 the mayor of the mtmic1pal1ty end the chief of the national. police 

i:,oat; in communes vhi~ are not the capital of a province, th~1 shall be instituted. 

by a aub-~ommiaaion cona1atine of the mayor of the municipality, who shall be 

cha1:m.an1 an inspector of publio education and the chief of the :national police 

poet; tho forocoinG ehD.11 'be without prejudice to pi--cceed1.nss·by the Judicial. 

police. 
Article 12. The Secretary of State :ror the Interior end Police shall be 

responsible for aec~tnc complience with this Act. 

I' /Article 13. 
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Article 13~ The present ·Act repeals and supersedes Act lfo~ 1470 of 

2 July 1947, as mnended by Act No. 166t,. of 13 March 1948, aa well aa Act No. 1405 

of 30 Al)ril 1947, vh1ch vere respectively published 1n Official Gazettsa 

Nos. 6655, 6766 end 6621, end repeals any other provision incompatible with thia 

Act or m&de pursuent -to ·the Acts cited: 

Given 1n the-CouncU.'Chamber of the Chamber of Deputies, 1n Ciudad Trujillo, 

District of se.nto Dom.inso, Co.pital of the Dcmrl.n1can Bepu'blic, on 2 March 1949, 

1o6th· year 0! Independence, 86th year of the Restoration end 19th year of the 

Era of' Trujillo • 

•••••• 

/FJ.:FAEL LEONIDAS TRUJILLO MOLINA 
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- : . RAFAEL LEONIDAS :'l!RUJILU> ,MOLINA. 

President ot the Dominican .Republic 

In the exercise of the :powers conferred upon me by Arti~le l of Act No. ·1951_ 

of 7 March 194-9 on public ·entertainments and- radio _br'.oa.deaste., I" hereby enact the -

following: 

Rl!GULATIONS GOVEBNOO l'U:BLIC -EN'l'ERTAJNMENTS AND RADIO :BROAreASTS 

•••••• 
Article 4-~ No public :entertainment my trike :place without a licenc·e ieeued. 

by the chairman of the National Public Entertainments and Broad.ca~tinc Commission 

or the chairman of the· Provincial Sub.CommisEion concerned or otherwise than, in 

conformity 'With the provisions of the"Polioe Act-or any other S!)eOial statutory 

reGUlation that my be a~plicable,,, ••• ~ 

•••••• 
Article 7. A licence permitt1ng ·:1t to be exhibited shall not bo granted. to 

any :film performed in a J.anauage other than Spanish, unloss there are Spanish 

sub-titles. 
Sole paragraJ>h~- The .forego1Il{3 provision ell.all not apply to f'il:ms which 

consist wholly or mostly of· ·the -presentation ot· operas., o!)erettas or music. In 

the caee of such films it shall suffice to publish a summary of the subject for 

the l)roper information ot the public, 

•••••• 
Article 11. Performers my not ·make remarks regardin1:i, or expressly 

addressing, any member of the audience during the performance of any enterta1nmen~ 

in a manner likely to bring the member of the audience into ridicule or to be. 

preJudioial to hie good repute. Similarly., members of the audieno? may not 

attract the attention or performers by ·means of gestures, words or any other 

means of expression. Offences against this provision eh.all be punishable • 

•••••• 
mIOR EXAMINATION-OF THEATRICAL WORKS AND_CIN1!:MATroRAPHIC FID,B 

-Article 26, The National Public Enter~a1nments and Broadcasting Commission 

shall previously axamine the complete ecripts · or theatrical works; irrespective of 

their nature or type, end.also any type of libretto,- announcement or advertieement 

relatina to public enterta~nts·• - They shall likewise examine ·e.ll· cinematographic 

films imported into the ·oountry. for speculation purposes, though this shall not 

/apply to films 
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apply to filma 1JJu,orted. by.. tbe·D91!11n~cein,Qovernment or 1te agencies tor . 

educational or other· pm:-poaee· •. , · . ~ ,·:' · •.• · 

Tho previoua exam1.nat1on requi;-ed under thie article ehoJ.l be made .·by the 

, .. _·N~tional Comm11:1sion as a whole or by-a delegation of two or;mcre ot 1ta meMbers., 

who shall render a report which ahall bo. ·~pprovod .at a epecial. JllOeting of' the 

Camnies1cn. · · · 

The final do~1e~_cn chaµ. 1n any case bo 11end.erod; not later· thM five days• 

e.fter the oxenination roquirod by this article. 
A~iolo 27 .•. Any thee:trica.11 oinemnti;,eraphio 011 other wor!c ,-rhich hes been 

, approved. _b:, the Na.ticnal ~blic Enterta.~te and Droe.dcaat1n:; Connniesion may 

be preo!)ntod nnd e%h1b1tcd. 1n the national. torr1tory without tho intervention of, . . . . . . . 
03:. e;x:emination by., any other bodj. . · · ·· · · · 

Article 28. Every po:-eon Ol" logal .eI\ti,ty: 1Jnpor:H-!1B··cinelnatoc;re.1,?hie f:11.me 

ehall place the f1bln at the die,oeeJ. of the Nationnl Public Entertainmenta and 

Broadcasting Com:neo1cn i'ol' exe.m1.nation not· leaa thc,Jl ten dais before they are 

~xhlbited to tho P\tbliq. 

Article 29. All campaniee, lJWl88oro of ekotchea, review Dnd theatrical 

spectacles in cenerel. and theatrical enterpriaee are l."equired to furnish to the 

C~~eion, not.lean thl:m t,:onty-:four-houro in adnmco.,. the librettos., texts of 
ennouncementa e.nd otbor material. -l1nble to exem1ne.tion, before ·tru, public . . . . 

per!omence thereof. ; · .... , · · 

Article 30. The· e~.h1b1t1on or :presentation of cinemntocraphic •filnB or 

thee.tricnl.vorka vh1ch nro, owin8 .to thoii- cLaro.ctor, type, l.anGue.ce., situations., 

t . ~p1eodes or. scenes, ofi'cnaive to pv.blic de.cency end morality.,. or•uhich ere of a 

tondent1ouo or 1nflacmatory charo.oter or dieeew.nato· s·ubve:re1vG ideas or dootrinoe 

or are 1n any way oppooed to the conatituticnal. .rosime shall ·not be :permitted ••• •••· 
. . 

Article 31. · The National. Public Entertainments :end, Broaden.st~ COOP1s·e1on 

shall on no grounds crcnt ronn1as1on to t1lms:end theatrj.ceJ. works wbioh offend, . . ~ . 
ridicule or cri ti cite, or vhich are dero&-e.tory to., or hold up to internat1one.l · 

ecom or defcoo fl-ic~ ~tions t:Jr, national or f'ore1~- heads of state i or which 

.tend. to d1stc:rl :f'ac~s ~r Jl\lepl:8.®.~haeie or-whioh.·tencl:-1n· en e.xcos~ive or 

. iu1eleadins ~r: to ~isl'ep~een:t t~. habi to · and eust01:1S · ·of other countr1e~ · . 

· .~1nta1ninc good :rol~ti~~ v1th tho Domini~ nepubli'c. · •· .~ · A • • • 

A;l'ticle 32. To.ann~unoe tilms or e.ny>:other typi,·or entertaim.ent b1 meanri 

of ~ea."l~OUO. or be.oral titles or b;r suoooetions wili'ul.11 ·m1aleadina'tho l)Ub11c 
e~ constitute a l)un1ahnble otrence. /smllezly., 



Simil.e.rJ.y; it ~ ~~ail hic11~~~ ti\- ,~ -:~ster. photoe1"-~hs-~t. ~cenes ~ 

. publ.ic enterta~rit~ which are not'; authorl~d-by the Coomdea1on ht shali be · 
.. deemed· to have con~~v~ned. .the pres~t :n,gu1a1;1ons. . . 

•••••• 

asoncies ~y not ~unce eny. f~, _except by. the t·1ta· _,; name . under which it 

has been ·registered by 1te ·producer~ - · 

Sole Pf3.1"66l'8.ph. It a fil:,m is re ... exhibited, it aha.ti. be e.nnoMced ~-~ the 
' . . . . 

orisinal title. 
~ ~· . ... ~ 

. Article 35, If tru, Natiorie.l Public ~tertainments and Bro&1oa.stinc . . 
Commission deo1d.ee to authorize th(, exhibition of 8J:lY f1Jm- eubJeot to the om1se1on 

of one or more ·see~s, ' ·wh1ch ~ ~84.rded -~ re_t_ to the. ·statutor,_ rules·, the: . 

. fil.m shall be exhibited. 1n strict. C0111Pliance with such l:bnit&t1~.. . . . 

.Art1cl~ 36. The exhibition of~- film which ie 1n such bad condition as to 

cause inconvenience to, or cample.int by~ :t~ public ia ·prohibited.. Ii"; the public · 

aboul.d com.pla1Il e.bout the condition of ~ film exhibited and such irregular~ty is 

verified by ~ member or representative ·or the National Ccmmiesion . or bY 8.tzy. other 
• • • • • • ., • • • 4 . 

canpetent authority, the offendill8 \llldertak:ing shall be li&ble .to penal~y-•. · 

BROADCASTDlG: 
Article 37. For the purpoc,ee or the supervision of brosd.casto_of all kinda 

made 1n the Dcmnican .&public, the nomenclature of. the. Act 1n force concerning 

means of communication and the nomenclature of the 1nte:mat1onal. conventions on 

redio ootmnmioe.ti~na. and protocols thereto to which the ~~ican Republic 1s cs 

signatory are retained. 
' ; 

Article 38. A "broadcast" means -~ ~rogre:mne, epeech, announoement, ·. 

thee.trice.l episode of ~ ~tun, or tn,e, _interlude, 1n~rna.t1onal or nat10Ml · 

001111¥,~tar,y of 8lXf kind, bro~east news, new bulletine or ezr, matter trensmitted 

tbro~ the microphones or means _of 2"8d1ophonic ··publicitT ot a broadcasting· · 
I • • • 

etat1on, public ~litiex- system or. public annomcement eystem,. whether by means . . ~ . . . . . . . 

01' transmitters or not. .• . · .. 

Article 39. Bro_D.d,c~~e. e~ ~ -subject to the- rules J.a1d down 1n the Acts 
con~ernina means of cQmD.\lllioe.t1on, 1nte:mat1onal . conventions, ._i?J. Acta of the 

. . . . ' ' . . 

National. Congress on epecifio matters and Also, _in purauanco of Act No. 1951 
. . ' . . . . . . . . 

eete.bl1eh1ns the National. Publ.10· Entertainmonts and Broadoaat1ns Co.mmieeion,. to 

the present resuiat1ona. 
/Article 40. 
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~rticle 49 :·· . Any·. ~~~~~~i~~~-~:1>6iitlbaf·;'aroad~aat1na ·_ station . 
l • • •: . ' :, --~-r-~11!1.••• : ••~.,.,• ..!.- ~,, .. : .. ,.: .. . 

broadcasting . proi:;remmee · bf' the· tn,es' en~ted _1n the present ret:.1:21at1ona shall 

be required to ·submit to the· Nationel. Cci=uee1on/°at least one week 1n advance, 

an application 1n quadruplie•ate, tor· the trenamia~i~ of' the pro~-e; .the : .. 
. . .... 

a_pplication shall contain particulars of the p;ro_sra:a:ne 1 . t1roe of p1-ogramme, length 
• ·• . • • T . -, l "' "":. • ,- ' ' ._ •- • 

o:C•pro~, compare~, -~~cie~~-·perrQ~;~~-~; ~~so;~ te.kfug :part, their 

nationality, domicile ond. re~1den~e end. aey 1nfcrm.at1on: ~equired ;proper~y to ... 
identity the procrec:ie. ;. 

. ' 

Sole paraeraph. If en, change• occurs during the week, such change shall. be 
. . '. . 

notified at lee.at ti.:enty•:four hours 1n advance with a view to obtainiIJB a MV . . . .· . . .. 

authorization by the Ue.tional Camu1oo1on. . . . 

·· Article 4:;L. The manneeaint of broadcastina atations covered by the ~a~t 
. . 

reGU].aticna shall :con1tor the performance of' authorized pro~a and Bhall be 
. . . . 

anavere.ble to the ?lat1onal. Coml:lission ' for ~ obanco ma.do 1n the procror:imes 

Vithout :proper authorization of the c•sa10n, ,. ~ . . . . . 
··. Article 42. · The ?!at1onal :-C~~Gi~- ahall- ~eh r~:nns, ·ehowinB the ·data 

' . . 

and dotalls required end tho re6Ulet1ons which must be complied with in connexion 

with applications for the approval. of progreJ:III!les for broadce..et~. 
Article 43. ,: International: 

0

n&Vs '.l>u.Uetint1 ·received ~- intemo.tio~- . 

recosn1,i.ed nevs a&,nc1es abaJ.L,no~ )-equi~ l'l"8\~ous -authorization_ ~Y the national 
Camnisoion. : · r ., ·: • ... ·.•. -~ -; ,. .. . 

Pare.arnph (a). Tho same sha.U.appiy·to dcmeetic news quoted from 

Dam.1.n!can nevepapere; 1n such ease the· source must be stated.. 

Pare.eraph (b). Mon! torin8 or previous authorization shall not be required 

it the rams bul.letine 1 nevs l?;eneraJ.lf~ or· pro~s originated in e. ao,-erm:ient 

department ot the Dc::dnican state : ~d-we~ ·subnitted by it to the manatement of 

the broadcasting otat1on or if' the procrz-mtbis wen, orgoru.i.ed by c;ovei'nt:ient.. .. 
d.e~nt~ senerally, o;•. oont or tronami ttod by Douinican· or fore 1c;ti preiis·. · . 

. . ..•• , ' j f - • ,_. 

aeoncioe dll:1Y recognized end authorized BS such; ·· · · · · .. · · 

. Pat'Bgraph ( c). Ip. the. ·latter co.ae the persons, neonoies or orGans. . 
responsible for the Ol'L'Snizatton end trensm1as1on of the :p~ere,mcie end ·nt?t the 
lll8M.Ser of the broadcaatina station, shall· be flnENetablo ~ 

P~ph ( d) • .The directors or bn>Mce.st nove 'bulletins or ca::montaries 

muot be Dom1n1ceno, of full ego,. ras1dent -1n the ·countri and. in full e~jo~t· 
of their c1v1o end politicaJ. ·r1bi~~- -~ ' :·:· · . :~ =. :. ,. 

· · /Article 44. 



· , ~- •. -. , -· :. . ·t1ii~;i~}jF~i;{I !1(1\liliif!~~~·~;tr,:: 
Article 44. .. The · inanogementa of broadcasting. ~t~t'i~ , eiuh1-~ riot be · diiectly,. ( ·· 

. .· • . . _.. . '... •. . . . . . -_: ' ' . j . -..• ·-. :-· ___ 1 

'responsible for transmissions made in progremmee·_for'whlch;remuneration ia; -·. ," - :. ,• 

received by them, b~t shall be required to notify the National_ c~s~ion o;· t~ · ·', / 

· nema· and nature or the programmes: and any. c~nte -t~ereonr he must' obtain 

evidence that such programmes have been authorized •. ' ~ 
Article 45 •. · The tl'8.nSJl11ssion of gremophone .records, works, B01J6B or other:"'! . . :' 

_recorded material. containi.na expressions offensive to public dec~ncy and morai1ty·:_· > 
is prohibited. · -· 

On verifying a breach of the regul.Cltions, the Nati~ Commission ·shall. 

institute the neceeee.ry proceed1Il68. 

Sole p~ph. The National. Com.1es1on shall issue a rul~ lietins 

records which may not henceforth .be tnmam1ttec1 in prosra,mmes, this ru:u.ris to · 

be complied 'With by e.J.l national. broad.casting stations. The same action ahall_·be : 

takon ·1n connexion vith other prohibited pro~s •. . · · 
' .. : '• : • .i ' 

Article 46. In cases where the matter of prograJlnlles tni.naor1bed on g:rcin.ophollfl · 

records is of :foreign orisin, · the procremmes · shall require approval by the' 
' J 

Commission, to which the broadcasting station must submit a special application . : \ , "· . 

conta1n1na pat"ticulars of the progrtJmrll9, · duration, le?l(5th of·. records .. and otha r · '. 

parlicul.ars, together with a euimnary of. the, contents •. 

Any distortion of the :facts or falee or inaOcurate information shall be . - " .. 
-. 

regarded as a breach of the present regulations, liable to prosecution through .t:- .. 
the proper channels. 

' . 

Article 47. The o"tmers of broadcasting stations ·shall :. tile, 1n chronological 
' . 

order, the original scripts of all broadcast plays, dramas, comedies, -interludes,·_ 

reviews, musical pro~s and news bulletins transmitted frOill their studios 

over a period of three years, vi th a viev to provid~ an:, certified copy of the 

same which may be requested by the National .Catmniseion. . . 
. Article 48. For the P\ll'POS8B of these remtl-ations' ~ha- Directorate General 

of Cammunicationo shall furnish . to the Na.t1onAl Public Enterte.1.nmants end · 

:Broadcastill{J Commission a complete list of br04dcaeting stations in the country, 

their d.1rectora, announcors, technical personnel, performers end other details _ 

required for the purposes of supervision. · 

Article 49. Notwithste.nd1Il8 approval of each pr~ by tho National . 

Commission, the authorization for transmission shAll heyertheleas.be aubJect to : 

vi thdrawal. ~ 

•••••• ·----




