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“The Commission on the Stadtus of'ichien, “acting as the preparatory body for
“’the: World Conference. on‘Women, thigtmoriing heard proposals Fér strengthening
the draft platform for action to be adopted at the Conference.
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.Thé  draft platform was criticized-ag’"weak and imprécige" by the '
representative of Sweden, who said that it prepented an unddeeptable image’ of
women, not as important actors in the development of society, but rather as
victime ‘of processes from which they shotild:BE Protected. -~ The representative
oF Malaysia, exp%éssing'c0ncern'ébout?théfﬁﬁ%den of poverty on'‘women, said
that the draft failed to-address short-terf goals to alleviate'that problem.

Discugsing the advancement of women in the United Nations common system,
a representative of the Federation of International Civil Servants’
Associations said that, despite ipnumerable declarations and resolutions,
quantitative targets had not been achieved and underlying personnel processes
had barely changed. He said that the United Nations, while convening the
World Conference on Women, must lead by example. Its policies and the
composition of its staff must reflect the principles that it advocated

globally.

The representative of Algeria gaid that women in her country had puffered
for denouncing religious extremism. Women had rejected the unjust,
dictatorial and bloody society which was being evolved in Algeria. Religious
extremism denied the true tenets of Islam, which was a religion of tolerance
and peace. She called for references to the problem of religious extremism in

the draft platform for action’s section on violence against women.

The representative of Bosnia and Herzegovia also addressed the igsue of
‘viclence against women, gstressing that the crime of rape and sexual abuse of
women in armed conflict, which had been carried out in her country, must be
recognized, condemned and clarified as an act comparable to the crime of
genocide. In Beijing, she gaid, it must be made clear that women victims of
violence were not forgotten and that the perpetrators would be tried.

(page la follows)
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The representatlve of Haltl said that durrng the years of totalitarianigp
in her country, ‘thousands of women had been raped Repression had made it
difficult for women to complain, and only after the return of President
Jean-Bertrand Arlstlde had they been able to speak out. She stressed the
importance of establlshlng mechanipmg that would prevent rape ’

Statements were also made by the representatives of Panama, Cyprus,
United States, Samoa, Cambodia, Italy, United Arab Emirates, Brazil, Canada,
Congo, iran, szamb;que, N;ger, Swaziland and Nrgerla - Algo taking part in
the “discussion were representatlvee ‘of the United Nations Children’¥ Furid
(UNICEF) and the Ad Hoc:Inter-Agency Meeting on-Women. The Director of
Technical Cooperation and Focal Point for Women in Trade and Development of
the International Trade Centre of the United Nations Conference on Trade and

Development (UNCTAD) General Agreement on Tarlffs and Trade (GATT) also spoke,

At the outset of thls morning’s meetlng, the Commrss;on observed 2 moment
of gilence in memoxry of Flox Contempla01on, a Phll;pplne woman who was hanged
yvesterday in Slngapore e

[

&' "The. Comm1951on on.: the Status of Women w111 meet again at 10 a.m, on

Monday, 20 March, to continue its. discussion of preparations for ths Fourth

World Conference on Women: Action for Equality,-Development and Peace.

el ‘:“ - e ,
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Commiggion Work Programme

The Commission on the Status of Women met this morning to continue its
digcussion on prepatations for the Fourth World Conference on Women: Action
for Equality, Development and Peace (Beijing, 4-15 September). The Commission
will discuss four reports by the Secretary-General on: the draft platform for
action; the second review and appraisal of the implementation of the Nairobi
Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women to the Year 2000;
preparations for the Beijing Conference; and the 1994 World Survey on the Role
of Women in Development. Reports from the five United Nations regional
preparatory meetings held last yeax will also be before the Commission.

The draft platform for action (E/CN.6/1995/2) identifies 11 arsas of
concern and proposeg strategic objectives and actions. The areag of concern
deal with the burden of poverty on women; educational opportunities; health;
violence againgt women; effects of armed conflicte; access to and
participation in productive processes; power-sharing and decision-making; '
mechanisms to promote the advancement of women; women’s human rights; mass
media; and women’s contribution to managing natural resources and safeguarding
the environment. The international community, together with governments,
non-governmental organizations, the private sector, and academic and research
institutions would implement the suggested actions in their areas of concern.
The draft also deals with institutional and financial arrangements to help
facilitate the attainment of the strategic objectives. (For background
information, see Press Releage WOM/812 of 13 March and woM/813 of 15 March.)

FAOUZIA BOUMAIZA (Algeria) said women had achieved some progress in
recent decades, but fundamental change had not taken place. The regional
conference for Africa had adopted a platform for action which addressed the
main concerns of women of that continent. Those concernsg were largely
represented in the draft platform for action. Improvement of the economic
gituation of women was eesential to their progress. The economic crisis in
Africa had been worsening as a result of indebtedness, structural adjustment
programmes and armed conflicts.

Women in Algeria had suffered for denouncing religious extremism, she
gaid. "We have stood up againgt religious terrorism." Women had rejected the
unjust, dictatorial and bloody society which was being evolved in Algeria.
Religious extxemism denied the true tenets of Islam, which was a religion of
tolerance and peace. Religious extremism caused human rights violations,
especially among women. The draft platform for action, in its section on
violence against women, should address the problem of religious extremisnm.

KARIN SHAM POO, Deputy Executive Director of the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), said the draft platform for action had not started
from zero but was based on the conclusions of previous world conferences on
women as well as on research and much work. Universal ratification of both
the Convention on the Elimination All Forms of Discrimination against Women
and the Convention on the Rights of the Child should be encouraged.

(more)
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"Promotlng gender equallty and the empowerment of glrls and women greatly
facilitates the achievement of the goals of the World Summlt for. Children",
she said.

: f"'was lmperatlve ‘to eliminate gender discrimination and prov;de glrls
with equal opportunltles, she sajd, commitments needed to be action-oriented..
Monitorir f nd goals should be established. It was
necessary. to, analyse. the. Sltuatlon,gf women and girls in terms oftgender- ,
relatlonshlps that @etermlmed a d erpetuated inequality. The empowerment of .
women . and thelr sharlng OFf decie 7making in the private and publlc spheres
needed to become .a reality I wa_nalso important to recognize, ‘the role of
non- governmental organlzatlons as a key to the advancement of women

MARY MORGAN-MOSS (Panama) maid the promotion of the status of women was
essent1alﬂto creatlng a new global society. A humanitarian and. compass1onate
approach was . needed to solve the problems facing women. Eradlcetlng
1111teracy and. 1mprov1ng women'’s aggoess to education and technlcal txalnlng

_.should be glven,top priority in the platform for actilon. G1v1ng prlorlty to .

educating women would yield benefits that could serve to overcome other
problems. For its part, Panama would reassess the situation of indlgenous
women on its territory and would work to promote their rlghts .. Women were
masters of peace., and. should thug have farr and equal treatment All victories
by women . 1n the polltlcal, ‘environmental and social realms would. lead to
v1ctor1es for. all . L

ERATO KOZA&QU MARCOULLIS (gyp;gg) gaid much. had been accompllshed 1n the
advancement of. women in theory, but not in practlce : Dlscrlmlnatlon was Stlll
a realxty in many parts of the world. The platform. for ectlon needed to
empower women through speciflc goals and actions. "The girls of today need -to ;
be equal partners of tomorrow’s men", she said. N

No ex1st1ng world problem could be solved wlthout the 1nvolvement of
women, she said. Thelr exclugion would leave the world. full of "half baked .

'soc1et1es and half baked democra01es" Achieving equality was essential for

the advancement of c1v1llzatlon

WAYNE R. DIXON of the Federation of International Civil Servants’
Assoclatlons, said that despite innumerable declarations and resolutlons on
the status of women in the United Nations system, quantitative targets had not
been achlevedeand underlylng personnel processes had barely changed "There
1s a desperate need for a more results-oriented approach to women's issues and
this approach ig needed now." 1an,

He called for a number of measures to addressg the smtuatlon, 1nclud1ng
the establishment of a mechanism which would ensure managerial accountablllty
for achieving gender goals. The best use should be made of openings offered
by the curxent process of reorganization. Staff rules and working practices
ghould be examlned 8O, as to remgve discr1minatlon againgt staff members with
family respons1blllt1es ‘ In a few ‘months, the World Conferenee on Women.. would-‘

.(morel
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adopt recommendations on advancxng_the status of women. The United Nations

must lead by example. Itg polic1es and the composition of 1ts staff must
reflect the principles that it advocated globally

FATIMAH HAMIDDON (Malaysia) sard exploltatlon of women and violation of
thelr human rlghts pers1sted "in every p0951ble way". Women did not live in,

occur. But hope should not be lost A call for a ban on the prollferatlon of

arms was necessary Also, the Commlsslon needed to come up wzth an acceptable '

platform for action which addressed real issues of the comlng age. The.
platform should be action- and commltment -oxiented and not "a wordy document,
repetitive of past conferences" .’ The current draft was too long.
Universalism, and the empowerment of all people, irrespective of their
rellglon or race, needed to be encouraged

The perslstent burden of poverty wae worrlsome and the draft platform for’

action did not address short term goals, she said. It was 1mperat1ve to
reduce poverty by at least 50 per cent by the next century Also, the
platfoxm needed to adopt the recommendatlons of thse Economlc and Soclal

Council. » o

AMELA SAPCANIN ( lognia and Herzegov1na) said the lssue of v1olence

agalnst women, to be addressed at the World Conference, was very 1mportant to ;T

Bosnia, a couhntry which was the wictim of brutal aggre551on agalnst the
civilian population, especially women, children and the elderly, who were’ most
vulnerable. While the 1nternatlonal oommunrty locked forward to the
advancement of women, Bosnian women had been strlpped of their rlghts to
development 1n any conceivable sense Thev were living under harsh winter
conditions in besieged towns Rape'was being used ag an instrument of wax.

Before’ development and equallty, tne & must be peace.
Fa B

(
The crime of rape and sexual abuse of women in armed confllct had been
carried out in Bosnia -- the heart of Europe - unabated ghe. sald The women
of Boenia questloned héw there could be concentratlon camps resurfa01ng in the
world. "Thé time is now and the place’ ig Beijing to take a f£irm stand and
condenmn all forms of violence against women." It Wwas necessary to create more
efficient mechanisms to protect women and eradicate such violence, e

Despite the lack of resources and the’ contlnulng aggresslon, Bosnla

contlnued to provide counselllng and “help to women victims of violence, she ;:

went on. The country’s 47 women’ s'organlzations had become ‘a non- governmental
federation called "Phoenix", the mythical Bird that rose from the ashes: ; They
had organized numerous activities, including a seminar to be held in May in
Sarajevo on affirmative action for women. Bosnian women had chosen to battle
back from their v1ct1mlzat1on They were offering. solutlons, taklng stands

and developlng pollc1es B

Based on its traglc erperlen,_ MBosnla felt that the 1nternatlonal
communlty must recognlze, ‘gondemn’ and‘clarlfy rape as not a ‘mere product ‘of
war; but as an act comparahle to the crime of genocide. That would’ ‘Pring
moral satisfaction to those who had suffered. In Beijing, it must be made

(more)
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clear, that women v1ct1ms of vrolence were not forgotten and that the
perpetrators would be = o L RPINTRT SR :

MARJORIE MARGOLIES MEZVINSKY (U_n_;_te_“__ter_e.e) said recogmzing women'’ s
rights was not enough Govermments needed to respect women’s human rights.
Also,, it was necessary for the platform to epeclfy actions to end all forms of
v;olence agalnst swgmen and SUPPOYL programmes . that ‘informed women of thelr
bagic human and legal rights as well as prov1ded ‘them with tools. tc exercise
them. Sy _

. The platform for action needed to address the full spectrum of health and
nutrition needs. of all women, enguring equity in research, preventlcn,
education and serv1ces It needed to give spe01al attentlcn to breest and

LR

In regard to employment and income earning, the platform for action
needed ;Lo identify .ways to .put money and othex resources,.. 1nclud1ng property
and’ 1nher1tance rlghts, into the hands of wcmen, In order to be effectlve, it
was necessary for the platform to hlghllght the underlylng soc1a1 economlc,
polltlcal and 1egal Dbarriers that 1mpeded women 8 advancement . "

It was 1mportant for non- governmentai organlzatlons to contrnue
participating in major meetings which dealt with women's issues, sha gaid.
"NGOs. have played major roles in degigning and implementing.actions to advance
the status of women . "

FOISAGA ETEUATI-SHONi(SamoaX said that the centrality of the family as
the cornerstone of society was not adequately reflected in the draft platform
for action. In Pacific. cultures, - the family had a unique role. Tha concept
of the family should -be emphaelzed in recognltion of the importance of the
role of women. in the famlly structure, Wlthout such recognltlon, no progress
for women s r;ghts would be. achieved.

As & small 1s1and country, Samoa was greatly concerned with environmental
problems such as global warming and riging sea.levels which threatened the
very existence of Samoans, she, sald Women in Samoa adopted a common-sense
'approach to env;ronmental practices, and . they were .being strongly encouraged
to participate . in the process of decigion,- maklng on envxronmental matters.

The Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island .
Developing States adopted at the global conference on that issue should be
taken into account in the draft platform foxr actlon

KEAT SUKUN, the Secretary of State for Women g8 Affairs of Cambodia, said
a specral programme had been establlshed in his country to addrese the issues
raised at the Asia-Pacific, Mlnlsterlal Conference in Jakarta. The advancement
of women was the driving fcrce for development and national recoriciliation.

(more)
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i Women did .pot partlclpate in decision-making mainly because. of their lack i

: of :access to hlgher education. Male domination was excessive in the. SOClety
The role of non-governmental organlzatlone wag crucial in ensurlng Qrogress ih
the advancement. of women, ., . < . F s

SIMONETTA SOTGIU (Italy ,,,,,, d the d;aft platform for act;on should stress i
the need-foxr egual partlcipatlgn of women and men in the judiciary.. !
I Governments sheuld adopt lagal measures‘that would,support,actlons by . : |
non-governmental organizations. They could also support women’s rights : i
through State-run televigion. Non-governmental organizations could support
the cause of women.through variocus channels, such as- schools. . Governments
should establish., bodles ;fo.monitor. the 1mplementatlon of the Convention on the
Elimination. of All Forms of Dlscrlmlnatlon, and . should flght any -
discrimination not being:dealt with.in giv1l or g¢riminal -courts. . Development
would only be possmble through equal opportunity,for men and women in
polltloal gocial and famlly life.

MOZAH AL HABROUSH the Dlrector of the Women’ 8 Unlon of the Unlted Arab F
| Emlratee, eald that -in’ 1980, women repreeented 31 per cent of the total
5. 3 per cent' That percentage had 1ncreaeed to 16 3 1n 1990. The percentage
was low compared to developed countries, but if measured by the standards of |
the societies in the. regzon, it L Was guite an achievement. . D J
= L ' T -~ < T AL i . |
Female students constltuted 68 4 per cent of unlver51ty students, she ! i
said, and women occupled 40 per cent of the posts in the mlnistrles -In.spite |
of all the advances, however, much remained to be done. Natiocnal commlttees _
had been.established to further advance the caupe of women, -;;”. i |

AR A A Fanda. .
CHARLOTTE VQN REDﬂl“Hf(Sweden) sald her country . was act;vely preparlng
for the,Conference Ifwas a.matter of regret that the Commission’s documents
had been issued.late. That had .impeded the work of both.Governments and
non-governmental organlzations In spite of the .goal of having a. snort and ok
concise platform for action, the draft contained 246 often extensiva
paragraphs.  It.was:too weak and. 1mpreclse Further, the draft presented a
rather unfortunate 1mage of women,,not 28 .the 1mportant actors in .the p
development. of society, but.rather as.victims of. .processes. that they ehould be
protected. fxom - Swaden. could not, accept such a . presentation of women. . Nor .
would.it. accept dlscuselon of equallty between ‘women and men as a "woman 8
1ssue".‘~ ISR S Y a2 ! mod 3 - .

The platform for actlon should reflect the reepon91b111ty of governments
for political, economic¢ and social development in their societies, which would
lead to equality. between- women .and men, she- said. Recognizing uneven power
relations. between women. and men, at all levels and all.‘spheres: was a vital.

i precondltlon to change¢« That would require. addreselng the role of men. and
their willingnesg.te.share. power.and regponsibility.. fog the- achievement of
goals.

Particularly important were the issues of decision-making, the human
rightes of women and women in the economy, mince they had a bearing sn all

(more)
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other areas, she stated. Another critical isgue was the burden of poverty on
women. Improving the status of women was crucial to the eradication of
poverty. ‘ - =5 ' - :

- TEREZA QUINTELLA (Brazil) said Member States should concentrate on the
essential. igsues. The advancement of the condition :of women worldwide had not
occurredas fast as desired. And the ;goals of equality, development and peace
had not; been achieved. The time for analysis was over; in Beijing, '
governments needed to take actions. A real partnership between men and women
was  needed.. : ‘ : :

Full citizenship for women had been achieved in her country, she said,
but poverty, violence and impunity were still of great concern. 1Without
economic independence, women will not -achieve equality", she gaid. Also, the
existing judicial system.was not adeguate’ for ensuring equality. The "adoption
of new legislation.was a high priority. a ¥ b g

N ‘ e P )  wgst

- VALERIE RAYMOND (Canada) said the late publication of the documents had
made it difficult to examine them thoroughly. The draft platform for action
must fully reflect the many important gains achieved by women for women.
Significant agreements adopted at other United Nations conferences should be
reflected in. the draft. They should be consolidated and used as a starting:
point for future action. el : : ' P

-

She stressed the need to value diversity among women.: Many women faced
barriers because of their race, age, class, religion,’ language or disability,
among other factors. Numerous countries, including Canada, were facing f£iscal
constraints. However, sound investment in gendexr equality was an essential
prerequisgite:for-full development both domestically and interrdationally.
Women' s, perepeg¢tives and concerns ghould :bé reflected in all matters.

Policies related to ecoromic restructuring must take account of their impact
on women. .They should also reflect the :full contribution of womeén’s labour --
both paid and unpaid.  International financial institutions must address '
gender equality. in all of their programmes. ‘ Yo S

Governments had the primary responsibility for implementing the platform
for action in their countries, ghe continued. All actors in civil mociety
mugt make a commitment to working in partnership for gender equality.

 MARTE-THERESE -AVEMEKA, the Minister in Charge :of the “Integration of. Women
and Development in Congo said a forum for women had taken place in her country
last December, and a seminar on "gender and development" ‘had been held in
February. A national programme of action had subsequently been adopted for
the integration of women in development.

Poverty in the African region was worxrisome, she gaid, and the burden of
debt and the financing of programmes ghould ‘-be addressed at the upcoming
Conference. Also, the-existing mechanisms at the nmational, regional and
international levels needed to be reinforced. She called for "a peaceful
world based on equality".

(moréy
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FATEMEH ‘ARDENAH (Iran) said her country had achieved remarkable success
in dealing with obstacles to the advancement of women. "Thig succeegs has -beeén
due to the prevalence of religious values." Public belief about women and
their status in:society was fundamental to how women were treated. Irxan had
taken a number:of measures to advance the status of women: The mumber of -, .
female representatiyes in its-Parliament .was increasing. - Both.govermmental
and non-governmentalrorganizations.were;working to eradicate poverty by
providing educational and vocational .opportunities for women and by -
facilitating their access to credit. Those steps had led to an increase in
the earnings of low-income women. Girle were attending school at a rate
almost equal to that of boys. - Sl e e :

She said that -violenice against women, such- as that being~gg;petrated in.
Bosnia and Herzegovina, or that suffered by -the Palestinians in-the occupied
territories, was a symptom of today’s socio-cultural crisis. The United
Nations must adopt a comprehensive perspective, employing consultants from all
corners of the world with various cultural heritages in order to construct a
support system for women. : e e

ASSA GUAMBE - (Mozambigue) said - that during the 1985 Naixrobi . Conference,
her country had been in war. Since last year, peace had prevaiied_and_thus
the Nairobi strategies would now be implemented promptly. . A draft report from
her Government on the status of women would be available in Beijing. Violence
against women was of great concern in her country -and a programme to help
women in-that regard, had been‘created;,gThe,girL-child igssue was -also ene of-
her country’'s priorities. R TR st

HADJO ABDQUILMOUMINE (Nigsrx¥saidw§reparatibné'for the donfsrence
involving women from all sectors-of society were. well ‘under way .in Niger.
Poverty, illness, -disease and lack of housing affected women in _particular.

It was increasingly recognized that sgocial progress was-vital to.peace.

Economic factors such ag the debt burden and - -falling commodity prices were. -
hindering the advancement of women in Africa. Despite such obstacles,. Nigex -
wag working for women’s advancement in a number of ways. :

The platform-foxr-action should refiéét the éoncerns 6f_thé pocrest women,

ghe said. The outcome.of various international conferences held in recent . - -

years should be taken into account. Strategies in the areas of health and
education were of -particular importance. Special attention should be paid to
vulnerable women, such as those .who were refugees. The efforts ~of ! I
non-governmental organizations must be supported because they were essential
to women'’s progress. e :

CHRISTABEL MOTSA, Principal Home Economics Officer in the Ministry of
Agriculture and Cooperatives (Swaziland) said women who were heads of
households were usually.the poorest of society. - In her country; women had
limited access -to health services :and to -financial resources, . The : B, "
feminization of poverty was evident. -~ - . - o

Her country’s economy had greatly improved in the 1asﬁ”few years, she
continued, and complete gender equality in primary education had been

(more)
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»achi?yéﬁ}*?méﬁefghéiééé, there were still’signs of”disparitfgéfaWOnémf
different sections ofithe population. For example,” @lmost a” third .of: the .
children were undermoitxished. There was also inequality in the distribut

of income. “Women, - in‘articular, had not.bénefited from the economic gains '
achieved since independence. A number of?non-governmental-organizatiéns%

participating in the' country’s efforts to improve women’s status. However,

traditional valueg still impeded women £rom -speaking out when their rights
were violated: ' Fres S = SN

K

%

SAM A. OTUYELU (Nigeiia) said that international cooperation wag U
essential to addrxessing the concerns of womén. One proposal which merited
congideration was the provision of free medical care to children under the age
of five. Special attention must be paid to helping the girl-child overcome
stersotypes arising from negative cultural attitudes.

Nigeria had taken several steps to promote the advancement of women, but
more effort was required to ensure that the gains achieved so far were
reinforced, he said. Its new Ministry for Women’s Affairs and Social Welfare
had been established for that purpose.. Other steps included the eptablishment
of community and people’s banks which made loans to people in rural areas
under more flexible conditions than conventional banks. Many poor women
benefited from such loans. Nigeria’s literacy campaign had increased the
enrolment of women in adult education programmes.

LISE MARI DEJEAN, Minister for the Rights of Women of Haiti, said that
during the years of totalitarianism in her country, thousands of women had
been raped. Only after the return of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide were

women able to speak. Before, repression made it difficult to complain. She
gtressed the importance of establishing mechanisms that would prevent rape.

Power-sharing with men was difficult due to the feminization of poverty,
she said. Much could be accomplished through women’s participation in
development. Her countxy was fighting against the sale of organs and sought
access for women to new technologies. Women’s health was a problem in her
country, especially since 5 women in 1000 died as a result of pregnancies or
lack of simple care. Her presence demonstrated the will of her Government to

tackle the problems of women in her country and to work towards their progress.

LEENA M. KIRJAVAINEN of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO),
gpeaking on behalf of the Inter-Agency Meeting on Women, said that over 30
United Natioms organizations had participated in the most recent meeting.
Such meetings provided'the opportunity for United Nations organizations to
gystematically infoxm gach other of relevant activities and to embark on
collaborative projects. During the recent meeting, participants began
organizing joint events within the framework of the Beijing Conference and
beyond. There was a vital role to be played by United Nations organizations
in the implementation of declarations and programmes of action adopted at
‘world conferences. In oxrder for the United Nations to implement the draft
platform for action, a system-wide mechanism with competence on gender iggues
should be established.

(more)
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INGRID I. VANORE-SPEER, Director of Technical Cooperation and Focal Point
for Women in Trade and Development of the International Trade Centre of the
United Nations Conference on Trade ard Development (UNCTAD) Genergl Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), gaid that women must be given the opportunlty to
shape the economic pollclee that would affect them. The Centre 8 actxvxtles :
focused on business development for “women entrepreneurs For example, an
umbrella programme .on trade related technlcal agsistancge. ta. women )
entrepreneurs -had been developed “The’ -platfoim-£for aetion nust take account e
of the potential contribution of women entrepreneurs. The. draft’ should U
recommend policy meagures for private sector development 1n1t1at1ves for wonén -
entrepreneurs 1n,tpe:external trade sector.
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