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Difficult natibnal and - 1nternational economic conditions impede the
implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advahcement
of Women, speakers told the Commisgion on the Status of Women this morning as
it rev;ewed progrese L maedi implementation o s

The repreeentative of Guinea giesau said that the deterioration of the
country’s economy made it difficult ! .implement, he Strategiee .Solidarity
between developed and developing couyntrigs was imp ative.f,.'imp ,ving =
women'’ s .1ives. The repreeentative of Angpla said thet civil war. in her oy P
countxry had deetroyed the economy and had reSulted in.the displacement of many

women and children. B owet. cwre gUADE B agE v

Describing the situation of women in the central and eastern European
region, the representative of the Slovak Republic said that women who had "~
previously been active in such fields as science, technology and agriculture
now Féurid themselves without work &¥ ‘& result: of the tradsition to a market
economy. Soon, she said, those womsii would have to live on inadequate
pensions and would be added to the: growmng number of women worldw1de 1iving in
marginalized Circumetances = 5

i f-vz.,‘.’

The representative of Uganda said that in hlE country, the cellective
approach to AIDS was empowering women to be agents of change, Yather ‘than
victims. Women had responded to the crisis by forming voluntary asgociations
known ag munno mukabi, which translated as "a friend in need". “Those
associations provrded support during Sicknees and death, and worked to -

integrate orphans 1nto the community

Statements were also made by the repreeentativee of Portugal Italy,
Paraguay, ‘Israel; ‘Norway (cn behalf of the Nordic countries), Irag, Mauritius,
India, Rdseian Federation and the Republic of Korea. ~The Obmerver fox °
Palestine -also spoke, ‘as did a repreeentative ‘of the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) ‘

Also taking part in the discussion were representatives of the followzng

International Council of Women; Development Alternatives for_ men for a. New p,‘
Era (DAWN); and Asia pacific NGO Women’s Caucus. A representative of the
Commonwealth Secretariat also, spoke. w s TN e A

' The Commisseion will meet ‘again at 3 p.m. today: to centinue‘ite'“f
ccneideration of the implementation of the Nalrobi. Forward looklng Strategies

—
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Comigmiof wekk progrema  oul

The Commleslon on the Statue of Women met thls mornlng to dntznue 1ts
discussion on monitoring the 1mplementatloh of nhe Nalrobi Forward 1ooking
Strategies for the Advancement of Wometi
the Cémmissioh haé beftre it a report of the Seeretary Generai ofi £e
activities of the Umted Nationg. bodies afid ihetltutlo:hl doncerred - with crithe
grdveﬁ;gog, includmng tHe Commission onvcrimé ‘Péevention %n‘ Criminal Judtice,
the Minth tnited Natlone Congrese omn. tn PreVention of Crlme and thas Treatment
of Offenders and its regional preparatory meétlngé, the Crlme ‘Prevention - ard
Criminal Justice Branch of the thnited Natmoné Office 4t Vienna and the Uhited
Natiors interregional Crime and Just1Ce Resgedrch Inetltute (UNICRI)

(E/CN 6/1995/9) .

Aleo before the Commlealon 15 a report of the Secretary General dn the
steps to be taken by the Divigion for the Advancement of Women t6 ensurée tH&L -
relevant human rlghte_meohahleme«of the United Natione regularly address
violations of the rights of women,  including progress in preparing a joint
work plan on women’s human rights ‘for the Centre for Human ‘Rights:. and-the ...
Divigion E/CN.6/1995/13). The 'Yeport describes measures taken'by both ithe
Division and the Centre)’ discusses possible additional steps and»conqludes
with a proposed joint work plan for 1895. ey ¢ G g -
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Statements

ROSINA WILTSHIRE Manager, Gender in Development Programme of rhe United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), gsaid the recent United Nationag global
conferences had.all emphasized the need for a fundamental rethInklng“of Sl

Tam

development and the central role that women could play in reehaplng ‘the new -7
development vigion. The centrality of gender igsues would be the fodus of the’

1995 H gn nge;opment Repor

./

‘Thé' gender approach in development did not only focus on women’s issues.
but on men‘s concernsg.as well. The critical issues identified in the draft. -
platform for action:were of concern to all of society, not'only women. "Womenp
and men have to work together to solve these issues", she said. e

...On. the praétlcal 1mp11catlons of the gender approach, three isgsues needed
to be stressed: capa01ty building 1n developing appropriate’ gender analyels‘
tools, technlquee%and data; the need for adequate resources to Support S
planning, programming and implementation; and an effeotive monlEorlng
framework for implementation. Equality within the United Natiofis"itself was a
précondition for the effectiveness of the system. Furthermore, it was
important to etrengthen'the linkayges between:governments, nop- governmental

fr oWy R d W ., s
KURAISIN SUMHADI, Pre91dent of the International Counc11 of Womenw gaid
the endorsement of the draft platform for action in Beijing should be followed
by concrete and concerted .actionsg at the 1nternatlonal natlonal and:
grags-roots levels. Governments must accelerate theix efforts to realize a

partnership with non-governmental organizations.

. (more)
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.She. sald that - the International Cbunu;l ©of Women had always been:
concerned w1thﬁwomen in, povetty ks ! leS n educatlon and. employment
opportunltiea, lnadequate a,cessf ,whealth care sérvices for women; and.
habitat and env:ronment - A genderjperspectlve muet permeate. all approaches to
those 1l§oes | Conf11ct resolution had-a. key- roie to play to. prevent violence
agalnst womeh in the famlly and the workplace . 11 oo, g4n AR

ned ﬁ.Women would continue:tgo build its strength
2 d .to. work together w;th other non-governmental
global women 8. movement to bulld a better and more

. .'.:_'r

woman ‘s repr
countries,

. ‘bortlon and sterilizatlon. Durmng_the
: ( n, aito,,women had found a- "contraceptlve e g
1mper1alxem".” In many deVeloplng countrles, guch as-in- indla, sterlllhatlon
had become the Government’s policy Clinics werxe packed with condoms rather
than w1th medicines that were: badly needed for. chzldren..Lﬁ“ O T

155

she emphas1zed

PEGGY.ANTROBUS, of Development Alternatlves for Women for a New Era

. (DAWN) ,- eald she wag amazed at people who seemed to speak. on behalf of .third

world women. 1n the absence of any coneultatlon with: those ‘women. Alternat1ves
wexe. needed to. the dominant developmgnt models. The. trend towarde 1ncreasxng
poverty had been accompanied by the exclusion of many from the beneflts of ..
development. Women were the majority of the poor, Poverty and violence were
matters.:of supreme concern to women. -:'= =N R I Al

Fe

The draft platform for agtion falled to address the structural causee of

,those problems, - 1nclud1ng maxket - drlven.structural adjustment programmes that

put the 1nterests of capital growth. before the: interests of people, .she. said
No programme of action which. sought ‘toraddress’ the Assues of poverty, - - u
education and health would be credible in the absence of an enabling economic
environment. - The -Conference must guarantee women the-means.and mechanisms to
participate in defining solutions . to: deteriorating standards of living. Women
were ready to play their part in deflnlng the development agenda Lor - the
twenty ~-first century : : © o

. ELENI STAMIRIS Dlrector ©of the Women -] and Youth Affa;re Div151on of the
Commonwealth_Secretarlat, gaid" the Commonwealth ‘had developed a draft plan’ of
action to achleve gender equallty by the year 2000 ‘The-draft. covered human
rlghts and ‘the elimination of violence agalnst women; women’s parxticipation in
democratic political processes; maintenance of peace and conflict resolution;
gender-sengitive macroeconomic polépieg; and women'’s role in sustainable

(more)

3714P




Women's, Comm1951on : -4 - Press Release WOM/821,
8th Meéting day 21 March. 1995

>

e

development.. poverty reduction and the management of technology. 'The drafﬁ
Secretarlat would be weIl coordlnated ‘dnd complementary It also sought to
foster collaboratlon 6n gender igsues with all instltutione of the
Commonwealth and the non governmental organlzatlons Tha draft should be'
approved in' June.

. A0 addition to the draft plan, the Commonwealth was carrying .out other
l supportlve actlvitles in Buch’ areas as scrénce, technology and' mathematics ]
;wL educatlon, educatlonal responses ‘to structural adjustment and - promotlng the
im{ role of womeri in’ écétiomic ‘dedision- -making, “indluding” through tralnlng =
w’ programmeg in macroeconomic policies for senior officidles. Efforts were: aEso
being made to increase women’s partic1pation in election observer missions and

confllct reeolutlon activities. in the drea’ of: ‘poverty allev1atlon, thé
L Cpmmonwealth was undertaklng actlvitles felating to agro- proéésging and food
ﬂ security Numerous activities” were planned in preparatlon for the World
Conference on: Women, such as a workshop on’ "women transformlng polltlcs --;
|

|

|

Il

1ssues, problems and strategles for actlon

-.,'.

GALINA KLIMAN (RdéSlan Federatlon) said achlev1ng tHe advancement of
women was difficult due to her country 8 currént transition to a market
economy:. Approxlmately 48 per cent of children in her country lived in needy
f ' 61& " Pollc1es to a1d the’ needy and poor had started. Faor example, a
labou wcode was belng coneldered by Parliament. ~The traditional system of.
chlld rearlng responeibllltles to women would soon change

glv1ng L,

d =

Violence against women was a matter of great concern in her'conntry

Part of .the. problem was the lack of legal awareness and of legislation to
protect,women, The eradlcatzo of poverty,nthe improvement in health- care and
weducatlon_were all important areas for the countries with economles 1n '

MARIA REGINA TAVERES DA SILVA (B ortuga )ipaid” that ‘her COuntry had
registered gains for women in the areag of" ‘health and education, but PRy
dlff;cultlea still per81sted for women in the labour market. "The whole
plqtur .ln Portugal ig as contradlctory as it i® at the international 1eve1 "
It wasphoped that thé 381jlng Conference ‘would provrde ‘new impetiis to“the‘
1mplementatlon of the Na1rob1 Forward looklng Strategles L

% hee ' *That‘phllosophy had :
been developed at’ theé Various world® conferences, such as the United ‘Ndtions
Conference on Environment and Development (Rio de Janeiro, 1992) ; the e

.'Internatlonal .Conference on Populatlon and Development (Cairo,.1994) and the

‘ World Summic. for Social Development ‘held earlier (this month in Copenhagen.

| All of those. cofl erences had examlned a. range. of subjects, with due account

|

|

L

|

I
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The. mosgt - fruitful -way to.address,the concerns of women-.was -to:place them: ::
in the broader context-of human rights, she gaid: Violence wag:the denial .of"
fundamental human rights; poverty was -the denial of:basic economic and:social.
rights; and thejabsgncq,gﬁ,women,fromspower'§n§ decision-making .was not ‘only ‘&
matter_of<justice,q:uﬁairgtrgatmentfﬁit{wasxalsa a matter .of:civil.and . i
political rights. . The.human rights of women should not just be one of :the :key
areas of the.draft platform for action; rather, it should be the framework
which .defined all axreas and gave .full meaning to all“dctions. . '

= © NG RARL ol ok UL S5 £, - -

OPIKA OPOKA (Uganda) waid that peace was a pre-requisite to social and
economic development. , In Uganda, ‘the process of peaceful resolution of .. .
internal conflict had increasingly. invelved women at: all levels. . In:the past,
the denial:of human rights had been a major;goncern in Uganda, In response,
the Government had established an igdependemt3human rights commisgion where . .
women could report violations..‘Efforts.hadgalso been made to sengitize
military and law enforcement officials about human rights. Uganda was the
only African country to have a woman vice-president. That was part of a
steady movement to.achieve a critical mass of women in decision-making
positions, .in the political field. . .The process of democratization in Uganda . -
had presented women with a unique opportunity to define and shape new . . -~
political structures. e ~ e w oyt B T

Uganda, he said, had been one of the first countries to have an open
policy on AIDS prevention. "We have approached the AIDS pandemic candidly and
seriously." Women had. responded to the. crigis by forming voluntaxry mdoy L |
assqqi@;iqns knovn as munno mukdbi, which translated as "a friend in need". ... -
Those! mgsociations provided support during sickness and death, and worked tc-
integrage orphans into the community. . The collective approach to AIDS..was
empowering:women to be agents; of:change, rathexr than- victims. B

 KAHDIJE ASU-ALi, observer for Palestine, said the upcoming World
Conference on:Women should:reaffirm the international community’ sk Eomnitment
to thewimplementation.of the Nairobi Strategies. 'y g th

o - §

Even though the cold war had ended, there were still 500;:000 women dying
every yeaxr. In addition, Arab women were still suffering due’ te occupations::.
and wars. The Secretary-General’s report.on the status of the-Palestimiséh'il:.
people, indicated.the improvement in the lives of-Palestinian women sinke’the...
peace process . with Israel had begun. . The report stated that many women. had
been subjected to violence both during raids on their homes. and when
imprisoned. Palestinian women could not openly speak about those viclations.

Despite;the_peace"prpgeés, many detentions:and destruction of Homes.
continued, to occur.  Furthermoxe, many new gettlements-had been- establighed. - -
Palestinian women had taken steps to learn the. law and to understand:the peace
process. A new assessment of their traditional customs. had been made: "There. .
is a hidden power of women for peace", she gaid,  Men . alone were not able to
preserve the peace. A L TL LU : " N

AIMA CAPPIELLO (Iéalg} said that .in the wake of the 1985 Nairobi. :
Conference, her Government had taken numerous steps to achieve gender

(mééef
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equality, including establishing a national commission on equality. That
commission wag working on national preparations for the Beijing Conference.
It had elaborated a national action plan containing new polidies on welfaxe -
|..‘ and. the support of single-parent.femaleileaded hoﬁséholﬁs?*‘iﬁﬁf@ian also™ -
I Il called for non-sexist educational policies. By approving‘the“Q}?p, Italy’s -
WAJ Parliament would reform laws agaiiist rape occurring both inside and cutside, .
{ the family. - T o ' ‘ )

i

:j She went on to.say that particular attention‘must be paid to publicizing
U the results of the Beijing Conference through a precige gtrategy. Much of the

it Conferencefgbguccegs,would depend on how women’s issues were  covered by the
ML interﬁétiqnglwmedia‘ Women must be made aware of theiyx righ@é”énd_of their

mw diggity,nfor-only‘then could they fully participate in the'décis;on—makiqg

!“ﬂ process and make a concrete contribution to solving the problems 'of ‘their

il respective countries. If women were ‘to loge, humanity would lose. "So let us
i muster up our forces and march forward and - . why not? --'let ‘us'féturn to a.
IW little .healthy competition with men," ‘ P AT @R A g

hmlm '
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ESTHER PRIETO (Paraquay) said a modern and democratic Constitutiod had”
Ll been adopted in her country. It Soughty. among other things, full' equal N

HW' between men. and women. In addition, a draft ‘reférm of the'electorg}de was,
kﬂ| currently under consideration which would provide women with equitable décesy
mm‘ to elected office.

= @k
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I The establishment of a secretariat for women:ih her country wﬁé'éiﬁgd'ét'“*

1% providing women. equal opportunity in every :aspect-of their”iiveif’ﬁng}g§}pgw,m

;WF employment and education. .Also, educational reform’ which sougpﬁsg*paﬁﬁséﬁigt_'f
W educational system was-algo under way. The reform would'espécially benefit '

I rural women. Policies to improve the politicalwyarticipatién‘of women and to
Mm punish those who used violence against women were algc-beihg implemented.

Lm Peace could only be built on the basis of respect for human rights, she gaid.

JMA OKSANA TOMOVA (Slovak Republic) said that thréughout the world, woménjé

'MJ contribution was not accurately reflected in statistics. Women lacked access

!W‘ to capital and credit. They were not adequately participating in governance

MM - at the intexmational, regional, national or local levels. Many women were

:||,I faced;withuthe?daily.fact of violence in their lives because of harmful -

WMM tradiﬁigns,'cusp@msﬁareligious.or cultural practices or armed conflict. Women - '
I

I

|

| must be involved in the process of establishing a lasting pgacé_sb';haththéZ;f: .
wm next century would be-a .century of growth andrprpspefity,'ﬁét é“ténﬁﬁtyldf;f‘
“W destxuction and poverty..... . Cmeroh T g ceE e
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market economy,:a disproportionate number of women were being denied
management positions or were losing their jobs. The?transifion'brdégééj

h\ involved cuts.in social programmes which harmed women, “especially elderly
| women and those. living. in rural areas. ‘Phobably oneféfitﬁgim§§t'uniduéﬂij .
' characteristics of the central and eastezn European region” was’ the fdct that =

I
|

M She maid that as the Hlovak Republic was undergoing the transition to a
|

:MWJ there were highly educated and skilled women who had been active in sich
uwu fields as science, technology and agriculture that currently found themselves
“” without work, They now faced :a lower standarxd of living and 1ack€d';bciaiﬁ;,

IS ) T
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protectlons prev1ously available to them' Soon, they would have to attempt to
1ive on inadeguate pen81ons, and would be added to the grow1ng number of women
worldw1de 11v1ng in. marglnallzed c1rcumstances

FHARON SHENAV (Israel) sald her Government had passed an amendment to the“
Law of Government Companies which requlred that the board of dlrectors of '
every company’ reflect gender parity. . That was a clear mandate . foxr afflrmatlve
action on behalf of women. In addltlon, in order to.support women. and theixr
buslnesses, the Government provided ‘loans to small. businesses.

An 1ncreas1ng number of rural women had. moved into entrepreneurshlp ln )
the last few. years _For that reason, a femalg economist had been. app01nted to;J
get up courses, and pr03ects within the Mlnlstry of Agrlculture to enable rural
women to successfully operate small businesses. The economic empowerment of
womerl | would provide - the bagis for ach1ev1ng gender equality. e 1

ANTONIA MENDES TEIXEIRA (Guinea- Blssau) saldlwomen in her country Stlll.
suffered discrimination in the workplace The deterioration of her . country -8
economy which had resulted in high inflation and glow economic growth had’ alsol;ﬁ
made .it difficult to implement the Na1rob1 Forward-looking . Strategles o
Women'’s progress in the political, economic and social spheres had been slow.

In addition, many girls had to work to aid their families. : .

The mobilization of 1nternal and external resources was necessary to
improve the status of women as was solidarity among developlng countrles
Also, appropriate funds were necessary to integrate women in the development
process, both when formulating policies and in 1mplement1ng them.

SISSEL SALOMON (Norway), speaking on behalf of the Nordic countriesf gaid
it was essential to.include gender perspectives when formulatlng all
policies. Awareness of the role of men as allies for changing male- omlented
structures was essential. The entire United Nations human rlghts machlnery
must apply a gender perspective to such. issues as torture, disappearance,
slavery oxr warfare. In the United Nations, as in its Member States, gpecial |
mechanigiis for the advancement of women were important but were not enough. . 2
Governments must ensure that gendexr perspectives were built into all flelds of
policy-making. "gnless we look specifically at women as economic ‘actors,
economic progress may either pass women by or be directly harmful to them."

She stressed that the human rlghts elements in the draft platform for
action must be strengthened. The empowe"’ t of women and.the full
realization of their potentlal contribution would greatly influence the
political agenda. - The trangformation of gender relations would benefit not
only women, but socmety as a whole.

MARIA GRACA LQPES (Angola) said civil war had caused the destructlon of
her country’s ecopomy and the displacement. of citizens of which the majority .
were women-and children. Added to that was the cultural, tradition which
considered women -as second-class 01L1zens Digcrimination was notorious in
her country... In spite .of that, the Government had made.efforts to increase,
the number of women in the executive and legislative bodies. '

{more)
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!” Domesti¢ violerce, indest and genital mutilation were rhe worst - formg of . - .
h, ) Fuiﬁﬁermore} youngd women ‘were still<
HWH the victims of discrimination because many were married -off prematurely; few
i‘ women finished schooling. In addition, lack of sanitary conditions aggravated

|
iy violence against womefi in her country.

the dituation in which most women lived.

KHALID AL-HITTI (Irag) said women in his country enjoyed.equality with
‘Iraq adhered to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms' of Thta G
Legislation had been:enacted in pursuance of - .

men.
Discrimination against Women.

ing Strategies and children benefitted from free

the goals of the Forward-look
se of

child care. Trade unions had béen particularly active in the cau
advancing the status of women-.' The number of women elected to Parliamefnt in
the most recent elections had- totalled 27 - - .more than ever before. - - e

! The negative impact of the economic ‘blockade sgainst. Irag had been felt

‘ most by women, he said. The gravest problem facing Iragi women was the lack
of pharmaceutical and medical products which caused dozens of women-to die -

1 each ddy. Disease had spread, and many Iragis were forced to drink '
non-potable water because they lacked water purifiers. 'The lack'of
pharmaceuticals and medical supplies had caused infant mortality rates to soar.

The lack of food also affected children, he gsaid. Anaemia was spreading.
as a result of inadequate nutrition. Low birth weights were very commorn.
Iragi women ahd”thildren faced extremely -difficult situations. The lack of
food and medicirne for women' and childreri-in Irag constituted a flagrant
violatisH of their human rights and the economic blockade was resulting in.

famine and genocide. The Beijing Conference must examine the issue of

gsanctions, so that their victims would not feel forgotten.

Welfare df_Maufitius, said women -constituted- a high number of those . - b B,
« few women

|
|
n..
“ SHEILA BAPPOO, Minister for Women's Rrghts, Child Development and -Family -

participating in the labour force in her country. In spite of “that,
’m} were managers and directors in private businesses. Algo, few women had -
I knowledge of technology and sciences. To correct that situation, the
mw1 Governmehnt had produced a White Paper on ‘women in development which set .out an--
’W : ageﬁda“%otifuture action, especially on the iSSue of equality in the economic:
and political empowerment of women. As a result of that, the. unpaid sector
WW was increasingly being recognized. Also, more girls were studying sciences-" :.
Ll and efforts were being made to ensure that careers choices were free of gender
“ discrimination. Furthermore, the recruitment of women in male dominated
“ . ;

sectors, such as the police force, was being increased.

L P e s Vi 3

| - : .

.m{ LATA SINGH (India) s&id her country’s strategy for empowerment took into®

ﬂﬂ account the fact that 90 per cent of women working in India were employed in

WW the informal sector. Some 40 per cent of all development assistance was

| earmarked for women. © Over”80,000 women’s groups had been organized for

i income-generating activitieB. 'A large network of vocational.training
institutions had been established.: In*addition, a national’ credit fund for
women had been set up to channel” funds through non-governmental organizations . -
to womeén’ working in the informalf sector. ~“Thousands of ‘women: had benefitted
from that fund. India‘had a conscious policy of providing support services.to:

I

(moxe)
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working women. In rural areas and in slums, the integrated child‘dévelobmént
gcheme, which catered to over 16 million children, was being impleménted to
the benefit of mothers.

India aimed to integrate the gender perspective into all aspects of
education, she said. Education for women’s equality was also provided,
including through redesigned textbooks. Priority was attached to ramoving
gender differentials in literacy levels. Women had been very active in
teacher training programmes. They were transforming themselves from passive
cbservers to active participants in the educational process. Special
attention must be paid to girls, who often lacked equal access to education.
Major efforts had been made to provide incentives to keep girls in school.
India reserved a significant portion of political post at the local level for
women, thus facilitating their participation in the decigion-making process.

YUNG CHUNG KIM (Republic of Korea) said her Government fully supported
the efforts made to improve the collaboration between the Commigsion on the
Status of Women and the Centre for Human Rights. She welcomed the proposal.
for establishing a human rights section within the Division for the
Advancement of Women. Furthermore, she supported the establishment of the
post of a special rapporteur on violence against women. A symposium had
recently been held in her country to raise public awareness of women's
fundamental rights.

PAM RAJPUT, of the Asia Pacific NGO Women's Caucus, salid that the
feminization of poverty in the region was exacerbated by market-orisnted
structural reforms. She urged the international community to ensure women's
rights to a sustainable livelihood, with special attention to the rights of
indigenous women. Women’s unremunerated work should be included in naticnal
accounts. Fifty per cent of national budgets and 75 per cent of official
development assistance should go directly to women. Cute in military spending
were essential. All countries should immediately ratify the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. "We have met long
enough; it is time for commitments and action."
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