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COMMISSION ON STATUS OF WOMEN,_ _co .CL'UDING THIRTY -NINTH SESSION APPROVES.'"'
DRAFT PLATFORM FOR AC'I'ION FOR BEIJING CONFERENCE

--Draft Seeks to Empower Women, Covers 12 Areas of Concern -

A draft platform for action to empower women for the beneflt pf all wasg
approved Friday night by the Commif&ion on the Status of Women for submission
to the Fourth World Conference on Women, to be held 1nyBe131ng.from
4 to 15 September. | o -

- The COmm1551on is actlng as the preparatory body fox the Conference wh;ch
will fodus on actlon for eguallty, development and peace. It extended lts :
sesggion, which” beganr on 15 March; ”by thiree ' days in order to flnallze the’ draft
document aimed at establlshlng a ba91c _group ofﬁprlorlty actlons to be .carried
out- over the next five years It'oontalns recommendatlons in 12 areas ‘of
oty relatlng to the” 1mpact “on women of poverty, educatlon, health
"v1olénce, ‘armed conflict; econoiiil’ strlictures; power sharlng and

detision® maklng, mechanisms to prdmote t advancement of women, human rlghts,
the medla, the env1ronment and the sltuatlonZOf glrls

" Bracketed language -- 1nd1cat1ng text that ig Stlll pehdlng agreement -
is peppered throughout the draft, with certain references consmstently placed
1n brackets, 1nclud1ng thoee relatlng to sexual and reproductlve healthland

'background and phllosophlcal conv1ctlons,"and references to sexual orlenta

i

In addition, the term ’‘gender’ is asterisked pending the 1ssuance of a
definition of the term. The Comm1551on declded to, form.a contact group.
mandated to “seek"’ agreement on a common understandlng of the word gender’.ln
the context‘of the ‘draft platform The Group will begln 1ts work on, 15 May
and is’expe¥ted to’ complete 1t 1n'four weeks T Ik w1ll ‘be chalred by the
Conimissicn ﬁapporteur, Seima“Ash a-= (Namlbla) ' The report of the contact
group will be“transmitted ‘to- the‘Conference and will be congidered durlng '

(more)
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pre-Conference informal consultatione,pto be held on Saturday and Sunday, o
i 2 and 3 Septegmber. ' ‘

In a closing statement, Gertrude Mongella, Secretary-General of the

il Fourth Coriference on Women, said the draft platform for action made it very

1 clear that one issue -- the issue of equality between women and men -- was an

i accepted principle which was non-negotiable. A complete ‘revolution was needed
!ﬂ - to transfer a fair share of resources into the hands of women. Women

jﬁ worldwide. hoped that the.Beijing Conference would make a difference. Theixr

'” hope challenged participants to reconsider all briackets so that they would not
ol become a barrier to the advancément of wémen, :she! ‘said.

i Speakirig on the draft- platform:for acdtion on behalf of.the "Group of 77"
il and China, the representative of Pakistan said that the draft platform’s

i "migsion statement" contained essential elements, but some important themes
rlf had not: been adequately addressed. While keeping it concise, the draft, should
flliid be: strengthened thxough greater emphasxs on development and peace, he said

h‘m  The repreeentative of Peiu etated that her country B position with regard
1l _ to health was that the reproductive rights of women excluded abortion. The

| representative of Guatemala reitexrated her country’s reservations on the word
'}w gender pending the definition of  that term. The repregentative of Mexico .
'k -expressed concern ovexr the high degree of dieagreement on the draft,

|

J

1 J,.ﬁ' s

il ‘ . The Commission also decided to transmit to 't .'World Conference, a draft
'TW outline which could serve as a basis for a "Berjing declaration’, along with
texts submitted by the Group of 77, the United States, ‘Caniada and the European
(it _ “Union. It also adopted the. proVi51ona1 agenda and proposed organization of
‘ ""'work of the World Conference; as orally reviged. The _Commission approved, ‘as
7W' orally amended, the draft prQVieional rules of procedure of the Conference.
‘ Several.rules were amended.to reflect the full partioipation of the European

'mmunity in the Conference

it the methode for participation of the European Community continually posed

(i 5 questions, adding that to recognize, repreeentation_of the European Union by
y“V “two different sets of representatives at the same time. would only dieadvantage
i

il .other delegations.. The reprelentative ‘of the Philipoines, on behalf of ‘the
u,i quroup of 77 and China and supported by Nigeria, said she supported the text on
I the understanding that similaxr regional bodies would redeive such treatiment at
future eventE

I : The Comm1581on also adopted the report of its current seseion, as orally
revised. Over the course of the current eeseion, the Commiesion approved a
draft resolution concerning accreditation for nens governmental organizations,
and.adopted resolutions on ma:nstreaming the human rights. of women, and the
release of women, and children hosteges before the opening of the World i

bl Conference. E

(more)
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Before doncluding the session,the’ Commission Chdirperson,  Patricia .- l&
Licuanan (Philippines) said "I cannot say honestly that I enjoyed the past -
three weeks,.but I hope that 1t was an enllghtenlng, enrlchlng and productlve
experlenoe for all of us’ : : :

A summary of the draft platform foraction approved by the Commigsion as
well a&” other resolutions adopted over the course of the ses51on follows.

Draft Platform for Actlon

53

The ' draft’ platfdrm “for’ action, to be submitted to the World Conference '
for adoptnon, reflects a review of progress since the 1985 third world
oonferenee ‘on Womenr in” Nairob1~-and gseeks to’ hasten the removal of .all’
remaining obstacles té& women’s” full and equal p&rt1c1patlon ‘in’ allespheres of
life, to protect women’s human rights and to integrate womén’s’.congerns ‘into
all aspects of sustainable development. It is aimed at establishing a basic
group of prlorlty actlons to be carried out over the next flve years

The ‘draft, wHich contains' a mission statement and a global framework, £
identifies strateglc objectlves and actions ird 12 ‘critical areas, and
dlscusses 1nst1tutlonal arid financial arrangements at the natiomal, regional I
and 1nternat10nal levels to promote’ the advancement of women: anecommendatldns
in each area ©of corcern are addressed to various players ‘in the. 1nternat10na1
community, particularly governments, intexrnmational financial and development
1nst1tutlons, bilateral donors, the private sector, academlc and research
1nst1tutlons, non- governmental organlzatlons and the mass’ medla.< v

Bracketed language -- that is, language still subject to agreement -- 1s
) peppered throughout the text, with certain references con81stent1y placed in
brackets. Fo: example, in addition to making recommendatlons to the prlvate
sector, bracketed proposals would also address thein to transnatlonal
_corporatlons Other references that are in dispute throughout the text
incTide. quallfylng himan rlghts as "universgal'; referendes:to forelgn
occupatlon and alien domlnataon, the termh"equlty" as opposed to "equallty"-
references to "rellglous ethidal values, cultural background and philosophical
conV1ctlons"~ and’ references to'"sexual orisntation" - References to dlsplaced
women are preceded by tHe term "1nternally" in brackets. = - , ' 3 !

In addition, the texm "gender" is asterisked pendlng the 1ssuance of a
deflnltlon of the term requested by a delegatlon ' ‘

Aocordlng to agreed language 1n the draft’s migsion statement, a
sustalned and’ long term commltment 1s essential so0 that women ‘and men can work
together for’ themselves, for ‘their chlldren ‘and:fér society to meet the
challenges of the next century. The’ draft platform-emphasizes that women and
'men share common doncerns that can only be addrebsged by working together and
in partnerehlp w1th men towards the commoin’ goal ‘of gender equality arcund the

world ’

Agreement is 1ack1ng in the mission statement on the need for adequate,
new ‘&nd additional resou¥ces for the 1mp1ementatlon of the drdft platform.
Also still subject to agreement is the assertion that "the human rights of

(more)
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women: and . of: the girl childare: an inalienable, - lntegralrend“lnlel31ble part

of universal human rrghte" PR , ‘-a I _
The global frgmeg ;g of the draft platform is contalned in chapter II.l,

It provides a background for the recommendations contained in other parts of
the ‘draft platform, stressing the importance of agreements: .reached at, United
Nations. conferences held over the current. decade dealing: -with:soeial- and P
economic development

I T
:A,.L, R e

Agreed language in that chapter discusses recent internati nal economlc
developments that have dispropertionately affected.wemen: and children.-
Structural adjustment’ programmes, which were beneflelel ing the long. run,khad
led to a reduction:in social expenditures, thereby adversely aifectlng women .
"Thig is:exacerbated: when. responsibilities for basic; pocial. peyvigces have .
shlfted from governments 40 women." - g ¢ 44 v mEAta 4 ﬁ..rﬁ o
The chapter on the global framework states that. women often have no
choice but to take employment that lacks long-term job security or involves
dangerous: .working- ¢onditions,: to work in unprotected home-baged production or
to go unemployed. Many women worked in unremunerated or under remunerated .
jobs. The number of women living in poverty has 1ncreaeed in. most ‘areas,. and

households are headed: by females, and: those were often the poorest due to such
factore as wage dlscrlmlnatlon : 2 omelron = 1 mng

According to the agreed text, the boundarles of the gender lelSlon of
labour between productive and reproductive roles were gradually being crossed
as women had .started to enter formerly male- -dominated areas. of work and. men
have started to accept greater responsibilities for. domeetlc taske,:lncludrng
child care. However, changes in women’s roles have been mugh greater. aﬁd"more
rapid than changes in men’ elrolee : i

Unlted Nations is no exceptlon ) Flfty years after its cre 1
Natiens is continuing:to deny itself the benefits of women s 1eadersh1p by
their underrepreeentatlonxat decigion-making levels w1th1n the Secretarlat and

spec1allzed agen01es v

T

Due to the lack of equallty and the. unbalanced drstrlbutlon of
remunerated and unzremunerated work between women and men, the care of
children, the.sick and the eldexrly;falls dlsproportlonately on womern,

‘according to. the draft... The impact of the AIDS pandemic is, also discussed,

with the text stating that<among new:gases, women.are twrce Aas llkely to be
infected than men.  .Young women and adolescents are partx;,_arly vulnerable.
The rate of tranem1981on of -AIDS and other sexually trenemrtted,dreeases is
increasing at an alarming rate among women and glrls, especlel:y 1n developlng
countries. Special measures must be taken to -ensure that young women have the
1ife skills needed to participate in all levels of leadership. "It will be
critigal for the international,.community. tq demonstrate a new commitment to
the -future -- .a commitment %o .inspiring a,newigeneration of ;women end men to
work together for a more. Just society.l - A

' 4more)
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Several bracketed prov191ons in the text refer to human rlghte, including
thosge- statlng that--"the universal nature.ofthese human rights and freedoms-is
beyond- question’. Grave.violationgof: human rights of: women occurring in.
times of axmeéd conflict are referxed: to, with brackets around the’ examples of
forced - pregnancy and forced abortlon» et s . LU

AJEO in- bracketl is. the text. on: arms trafflcklng and tradlng, which it
states reduces repources for social development. Moreover, debt burden has
forced many deveéloping countries to undertake: structural adjustment policies
that are-det&imé%%al to their social development. "Accelerated economic  °
growth, - althoudh fecessary for” séeial:development, does not by itself improve
the quality of life of:the populatron- indéeed, it can. aggravate soclal
1nequa11ty ands: marglnallzatlonu,\states the dieputed text 3

G ""‘-} .

Other issues still: subject to agreement- in the global framewoxk are- the
role of women in the family, including the "social significance of . -
matexnity". Text on the role of religion is also not agreed, 'including that
relating to the need for "a moral and.ethical climate- that prevents ‘all forms
of corruptlon in soc;ety and explo:tatlon of+ women" d

.Also in. dlspute is a reference to unsustarnable patterns of ploductlon
and consumption; -particularly in. industrialized countries as the major- cause
of the continued deterloratlon of the global environment and a matter of’ grave

concerri.

Another proposal. which has yet to be agreed on would describe the Fourth
World Conference as a "Conference of commitments" and would provide for
:annex1ng lpeczflc -national commitmerits to the draft platform for ‘action.

- All titles-of the critlcal areas of concern, Chapter III, remain in
brackets . They relate generally to the issues of poverty; educatlcn, health
violence; armed conflict; economic structures; power gharing and
decision-making; mechanismeg to promote the advancement of women; human rlghts,
the media; the env;ronment, -and the girl Chlld

Accordlng to bracketed tex@‘on atrategic ocbjectives. gnd actions,

Chapter IV, "the actions-are.directed.to improving the status and gituation of
all .women and therefore recognize:that -many women face particular barriers
becauseé of such factors.as:their race, age, language, ethnicity, culture,
religion; mexualzorientation or dlsabllity, or because:they are indigenous
people", . Particular barriers, states the disputed text; also exist for
refugee, migrant and displaced women, as well &s for ‘those who are affected by
environmental disasters, serious and infectilous dlseases, addiction and
various forms of violence agalnst ~women .

Strateglc objectlve A concernsg "the persigtent and increasing burden of
poverty on women". It states that sustainable development and economic growth
that.is. both.sustained and sustainable is only possibl¥e through 1mprov1ng ‘the
economic,rso01a1, political, 1ega1 and cultural status of women.

Among«actlons recommended to be taken by governments is that they should
analyze, .from & gender perspective, the impact of policies and programmes.

(more)
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Governments..should. develop policies and programmes to promete equitable

~dlBtrlbuthn£Of food within the hougehold; and restructure -and target the

allocation.of. publlc expendltures to.,promote women’s economic. opportunities.
and. equal and more equitable.access to productive resources. pisgputed -
language calls for the introduction of measures for the empowerment of women
migrants through the easing ¢f stringent and restrictive migration policies
and for.the. realizat;on of the human rights of intermally: dlsplaced persons.

Stlll heav1ly bracketed is . a serles of actions called for from
multilateral financial., lnstltutlons,‘lnoludlng the. World.Bank: and the
International Monetary Fund,“,mhey relate to. the- allocatlon ef. resources for
the eradication of poverty targeting particularly women; cancelllng or -
reducing the forelgn debt burden of.developing.countries;to help, -them flnance
development programmes which include the advancement of women; and the
creation. of an enabllng environment to allow women, .to. ‘build sustainable
livelihoods. : : - A

Actlons recommended to be taken by non- governmental organlzatlons are
still to be agreed upon. Language in dispute gtates that governments -should
not abrogate their responsibility for providing for social well-being by
shifting social responsibility to. those organizations. It is also stressed, in
brackets, that. women s human rights to equal access to.and. control of land,
property and credlt mugt be upheld, .regardless. of customary laws, tradltlons
and practices related to inheritance and marriage. :

Several referenoes to .indigenous people, ‘including a call to qovernments
to enact laws to prevent the passing of their. .resources into the hands of the
private Bector and. transnatlonal -corporatipng,, remain bracketed in the -section
on poverty Ameng actions agreed are recommendations to statisticsal
organizations to.collect .gender and age- dlseggregated data on poverty; and to
devise statlstlcal means - ta. make vzszble the full extent of women's work to -
the natlonal economy,llncludlng their oontrlbutlon in the: unremunerated and -

domestic sectors.

Strategic objective B addresses gducation as an essential tool fox
achieving the goals of full equality, development and peace. hgreed text on
enguring equal access to education includes -a: recommendation that governments
provide, by.the year 2000, universal access.tQ. basic education and completion
of primary education by at least 80 per .cent of primary school-age children;
closing. the gender gap in primary and secondary achool. education by the year
2005; and universal primary educatlon in all countries before the.year 2015.

. In oxder to eradicate illiteracy among women by the year 2000, ‘the text

recommends, .among others, reducing. the female illiteracy rate to at least half
the 1990 level, with emphasis on rural women, migrant .women, refugee and
internally displaced women and women with digabilities.

To 1mprove women’ e accegs to goience and technology, womern and girls
should benefit from training in those areas, aocordlng to agreed language.
Governments, educational authorities and other educational and academic
ingtitutions should aim to develop non-discriminatory education and training.
Actions to be taken include the development of appropriate education and
information programmes, with due respect to multilingualism, that make the

(more)
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publlc aware of the 1mportance oi non- dlscrzmlnatory education £or children
and the equal eharlng of famlly reepon51bi11ties between glrls and boys.

" Also agreed upon was the need for mult11atera1 development organzzatlons,
bilateral donors and foundatlon to maintain or. dncrease funding levels for

~}

eéﬁcatlon in’ structural adjustment and economic’ recovery programmes.

=g

provide support foir child care ahd other services to enable mothers to
continue their schooling. ‘ '

Wlth respect to discrimination in glrls’ access to education, the
bracketed text refers to the problems of early marriages and sexual
harassment. "The lack of sexual, and reproductlve education has a profound
impact on womern . and men', states ‘the contentious text. Other provisions would
call on governments to ensure the .rights of women and girls to freedom of
consclence in educational 1nst1tut10ns by repealirng any discriminatory laws or
1egislation based on religion, race or culture.

Also yet to be agreed on is text which would call for the creation of
integrated services relating to ycuth sexuality, taking into account the
importance of such education and services to personal development and
self-gateem, as well as the urgent need to avoid unwanted pregnancy, the
spreadlng of sexually-transmitted dlseases, and phenomena such as sexual
violence and abuge. Another content;ous proposal calls for ensuring that
gender, culture and religious dlver51ty are respected in educational
ingtitutions.

Strategic objectlve C concerns 1nequa11t1es in access to health and
related services. That section, which .wag-the objgct of protracted
negotiations, still contains much dlsput, languege . The Commission is
sending in brackets to Beijing. references'to many.. lssues contained as
consensui language in the.Cairo Declaration and Programme of Action, adopted
by the 1994 International Conference on Populatzon and Development. Among
those are definitions of reproductlve health and reproductive rights,
references to unsafe abortions, sexual health, the right of women to control
their own fertility and contraceptives. Also, throughout the section on
heelth the word gender remains in brackets. -

The section recommends actlons concerning increasing women’s access
throughout the life cycle to approprlate free or affordable and good quality
health care, .strengthening preventlve programmes that address threats to
women'’s health gender sens;tlve multlsectoral initiatives that address
sexually transmitted dlsease, the AIDS/HIV pandemic and other sexual and
reproductlve health issues;. promotlng research and information dissemination
on women’s health, and increasing resources and monitoring follow-up for
women '’ s health

Amdhg’actlonsjréédmmended to governments, the United Nations system,
health professions, research, Lnstltutlons, non-governmental organizations,
donors, pharmaceutlcal 1ndustr1es‘and the media, is a call for support and
fund of social, economic, poli gel and cultural research on how gender-based
inequalities affect women’s health.

frocEi
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N The problem of violence. st _women, dealt with in. section D, containg
agreed language whlch descrlbes that phenomenon ag a manifestation of the
historically unequal power relations between men and women. Violence against
women derlves essentially from cultural patterns, particularly the harmful
effects ‘of certain traditional practices and all acts of extremism linked to
race, sex, language or rellglon that perpetrate women’s lower status. Images
in the media of violence againsL women, particularly those ‘depicting rape or
sexual slavery as well as the use of women and girls.as sex cobjects, 1nclud1ng
pornography, are seen as contributing factors to such violence. .

Agreed text calls on governments to, among others, adopt measures to
modify the . soc1al ‘and cultural patterns of men and women, and to eliminate-
cultural practlcea based on stereotyped roles for men and women. Governments

_are called _upon to prov1de well~-funded shelters and relief: support for girls

and 'women subjected to v1olence,tas well as other counselling- services and
legal aid. There is also agreement on the need for counselling for the
perpetrators of violence.

, Among the bracketed provisions in the text are those that describe ‘acts
of violence against women as including "terrorlsm, forced gterilization and
forced abortlcn, coercive/forced use of contraceptives; female
foetlclde/prenatal sex selectlon -and female infanticide®. A bracketed
recommendation would call for eliminatlng patterns of media presentatlon that
generate violence. SPGClal meagures are called for to- asgist female victims
of violence due to prostltutlon and trafficking, with a bracketed call for
regources to heal such victims.

Strategic objective E, which is heavily bracketed, concerns the impacts
of armed conflict on women. In the. introduction to-the section, one of the few
paragraphs free of brackets calls for. the. promotion of an active and: visible
policy of malnstreamlng a gender perspective into all policies and programmes
addresslng armed or other conflicts..go0 that before decisions are taken an
analy51s is made of their effectg;on women and men, respectlvely

Among act;ons to be. taken by governments at the 1nternat10nal level,
disputed 1anguage calls on them to make sure that opportunities:are made
available for qual;f ed women to participate in all . United Nations forums and
peace activities at ambassadorial and decigion-making levels, 1nc1ud1ng the
United Nations Secretariat.

Sub sectlons of strateglc ob;ective E address, among other issues; the
promot1on of non-violent forms of . ConfllCt resolution and theurediuction of the
1nC1dence of human rights abuae in. conflict situations; the:promotion of
women’ s ccontribution to foeterlng a culture of peace; and the provision of
ass;stance to the women of . the colonies. .The heading of another sgub-gection
is still to be decided among the following formulations: either "reduce
military expenditures and control the availability of armaments" or "reduce
and ellminate the availablllty of instruments of violence agalnst women"

Tkroughout the sectlon references to forced pregnancy.-.as well as to
forelgn occupation remain bracketed Also to be agreed uporr are ‘calls to
promoting the ellmlnatlon of all weapong of mass destructioni -éspecially

(moxe)
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nuclear weapons, ‘to taking measures ‘to allev1ate the negative impact "OFf
economic sanctions on women and children, and to’ eliminating and ahstainlng

from adopting unilateral coercive measures that go against the population of
affected countriee.

There is agreement on a call to governments and organizatiOns to ‘condemn
the eystematic ‘practice of rape ‘and other f£érms of inhuman and degrading
treatment of women as a deliberate instrument of war and ethnic cleansing.
Still contentious is language by which governments and organizaticns would
declare that rape in“the conduct of’ armed’ conflict can constitute a war crime
and a crime:against humanity and under certain Circumstances may. constitute an
act of genocrde.s. .

Strategic objective F concerns women and’ economic st;gctures and
addresses their access to and participation in the productive process. The
1ntroduction to the section statee that insuff1c1ent attention tc .gender

1gnored i economic structures, suc 5 finanCial and labour markete andfin
families and households. "As a ré%ult;*many p01101es and programmee.mdy '
continue to contribute to inequalities between women and men. . To. fp;ly realize
equality between women and men in theixr contribution to the economies, active
efforts are required for recognizing equal apprec1aticn and influence in
soc1ety of the woxrk, experience, knowledge and values of both womern and. men.

Agreed language calls on governmentl to enact legislation to guarantee
the rights of women and men to equal pay for’ equal work or work of equal

valuej to ensure that policies related toc trade agreemente do not aggreegively'

affect women’s new and traditional economit activitiss; and te pay speCial
attention to women’s needs when disseminating market, trade and resource
information.

still pending agreement are references to the empowerment of documented
migrant women; “to ensuring complianCe by transnational corporations with
national laws-ard -codes; to policies to extend the protection of labour(laws
and social security provisions 'for those who' "8 paid work. in the home; to
encouraging men to seek employment in the social sector; to adopting policies
to extend the protection of labour and social security laws to part- time and

‘temporary jobs; and to enact’ lawe that grant parental leave and parental

benefits to both women and men

"The power relations ‘that impede WOmen 8 attainment of fulfilling lives
operate at many levels of society, from the most personal to the highly
public", states section @, on ow Q Other agreed
text recommends that governments commit themselves to establishing the “goal of
gendexr balance in governmental bodies., Political parties shouldmconSider
examining party structures and proceduree to remove all barriers that directly
or indirectly discriminate against the participation of wo en,, Gender balance
in the comPOSition of delegations to the United Natione and'other' n
international forums is alsd called for, while the Organization is called uporn
to develop mechanisms to nominate women candidates for appointment to senior
posts in the United Nations system

<m9r.e>
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Text still subject to agreement would call on the United Nations to adopt
new policies and measures relating>to all :contracts in ‘order to achieve
overall gender parity.-in. employment, particularly at the professional level,
by the year 2000. Another contentious provision would call on the
Organization to monitor progress towards achieving the Secretary-General's
target of 50 per cent but at least 40 per cent of managerial and
decision- making positions- to be held by women by the year 2000

Section H on mechanlsms at 11 : : 2
women, states that successive international conferences have underscored the
need to take gender .factors into account in policy and programme planning, but
"in many ingtances this has not been done". The agreed text calls for
governments to ensure that responsibility for the advancement of women is
invested at the highest possgible level.

- All recommendations to regional and international organizations,
particularly the International Research:and:Training Institute for the
Advancement of Women and-the United Nations Development Fund for Women
(UNIFEM),. are in brackets.. They include providing, financial .and advisory
aggistance to natienal machinery -and strengthening 1nternationa1 mechanisms to
promote the advancement of women: .. - ~:oi- '

Bracketed. recommendations to Governments would have them promote a
vigible policy -of -mainstreaming a. gender. perspective into all policies and
programmes. Alsoc subject to agreement is a recommendation that national
machinery focus on.legal reform with-regard to the family, conditions of
emplo?ment social security, 1ncome tax.and a culture favourable to- equality,
‘among others. . Contentious text also. calls:for promoting.-the gender a4y
pergpective in legal..reforms, including - With regard to employment, soc;al
security, taxation and education. 15 : .

In order to generate and disseminate gender- disaggragated data and
infoyxmation for planning and evaluation, the text calls for. ensuring that all
statistics related.to individuals .are - -dollected, compiled analyzed and
presented by sex-and age, and that- they reflect problems and questions
concerning women and men in societyw z

e Bracketed recommendatlone call for developing a more comprehen51ve
knowledge of work and.employment through efforts to measure and bettex
understand the type, extent and distribution of runremunerated work,
particularly work done for family farms or businesses. Also contentious is a
recommendation that data collection be improved en access to comprehensive
sexual and reproductive’ health. Bservicesg, maternal care and family planning,
With spec;al priority for adolescent mothers and care for the elderly
Agreement has yet to be reached on recommendations to multilateral
development financial ingtitutions. and bilateral donors, with a bracketed call
£or 'supporting the  development of :the capacities of developing-countriee and
States with economies in transition to fully measure work .doneé by women.
: : i =R
w3y 4 Strategic:objective<I dealsiwith lack of awareness of:-and commitment to
recognized human rights of women. It states that in orderito protect human
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rights of women As, 1s necessary to avord as far as. poss1b1e the resort to'
reservationsg to the Convention on the Elrminatron of All. Forms of
piscrimination against Women. Also, no reservation should be 1ncompat1ble
with the object. and purppse of the. onvention1 Language, in. brackets states
that gender based violenc ‘and al rms of sexual: harassment, prostitutlon,
pornography, &ex slavery,dand eaplortation, 1nclud1ng those. reeultlng from .
cultural prejudice,.racism and.zacial drscrlmlnation, xenophobia, ethnlc -
cleansing, religious and. antl relrgious extremism and, international
trafficking of women and children are incompatible with the dlgnlty and worth
of the human person and must be eliminated. :

sEing, .
Among actions recommended .are. that, governments shou;d develop a"

comprehensive human rights educatron programme to raise, awarenese among women
of their human.rlghts and among. othere of the human rlghts of women . There ie
a call to United Nations bodies. tprg;ve full and sustained attentlon to the, .
human rights of women in the exercise of their reepectlve mandatee to promote
universal respect for and protection of all human rights, eivil, cultural,
economlc, polltrcal and mocial, lncludrng the rrght to development

Under a sub sectlon on achlevrng 1ega1 literacy,. governments are called
upon to fully publrclze information. an. the existence of mechanzsms for seekrng
to redress violations. of human rrghts of women. They are. also called upon to
promote education on. the equalltywoﬂ(women and men in publlc ‘and pr;vate

llves,-lncludlng theix rlghts within the family and international human rlghts

instruments. here.as a call for measures to ensure that refugee and

displaced women,-mrgrant women, and women migrant workers are made aware of 4

therr Jhuman rights and of the recourse mechan:sms avarlable to them.

Strategig objective J gtates:that.the lack of gender sensrtivrty in the
media.-is evidenced by the failure: to eliminate the gendex- based stereotyprng
that can be fpund in media organizations. Bracketed references descrlbe the
"excessive control or influence of transnational corporatlons"r

Agreed language in the text calls fox encouraglng medra organlzatlons, to
the extent consistent with freedom of expresslon, to increase the number OF
programmes. for .and, by women. There. is. no -agreement, however, on a, -
recommendation  that governments ‘engourage the partrcxpatlon of women in the

development of. “profess:onal gumdelrnes and codes of conduct" or "approprrate

regulatoxry mechanrsms" to promote, non- stereotyped portrayals of women by the

media. Non- governmental organizatlons and media associatlons would be called:

upon to encouxage the establishment of . medla watch groups.

Accordrng to a bracketed proposal governments and 1nternatlonaln.
organizations ghould "encourage. the-media to refrain from being a to
presenting women as inferior beings and exploited as a gexual obgect..nd
commodity, rather than as a creative human person'., There is also no
agreement on a proposal to, call for the establishment of professional -
guidelines and, codes of: conduct that addrees vrolence,.degradrng QL ¢ .
pPornographic materlals concerning women- in the, medla, rncluding advertlslng
The media is called upon,~ in,. another bracketed proposal to disseminate.

'(more)
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naterials of women as- caring motheis:and nurturers®ofrhappy’ families.
References to thevdevélopment of ‘new.alternative media to.disseminate:
informatich abbut Women’s' concerns are also bracketedu: ™ ivimwi

b S IR R . . g P TIRET MR UL L i 1 gde g .

Strategic sbjective K concexns wemen and environment.. . It states that

racent United Nations globél conferences on development,have'acknowledged-that
sustainable development policies that do not involve women and men, alike will .
not succeed in ‘ther long run. Women'’s experiences and- contributions.to, an.. ‘

ecologically solind environment must .therefore be.central to:the agenda.for the:
twenty-first century. Setae : L S

"y “ “:1..."‘1-

Agreed language in the actions recomménded to governments include a call
for measubes to be taken to reduce risks to women. from identified RERETEN S
environmental - hazards at home, at work and in other environmeénts, dneluding
through appropriate applications:of clean technologies., Governments and
organizatiofis are called uponito conduct analysis-of the structural. links

betweenvgender'relations,xenvironmént and development.

Disputed language in that section includes reference to unsustainable
pattérns of  consumption and production, particularly in industrialized : ..
countries, 'Ag’the major cause of the deterioration of the.global environment...

' Also pendiiig- agreement is reférence to the fact that poverty: and environmental

degradation’ are ¢losely related. Still in brackets is a paragraph:dn:which-
women’s commitiment to’ créate a new development paradigm that’ integrates
environmerntal gustainability with gender equality and justice ig"'stressed. A
call ‘for natitnal legislation to respect indigenous women’s traditional
knowledge, ag envisaged by the Convention on Biological Diversity, includiné .
safeguarding their intellectual property rights, also remains in brackets.

% - - v sty e he e

. Section L, which was added to the original text over the course of the .
current-session, addresses the ‘situation of girle. References in brackets
digeuss harmful attitudes and practices such as female genital mutilatiqh,?sqn:
preference, early marriage, prostitution, sexual abuse and discrimination
against girls in food allocation,

Also bracketed in the text is .language agreed upon at.:tle: 1994 - A3
IntarnationaliConfereﬁce on ‘Population and Development,=inplud&ngmrenpgnition;e
that full attentiori‘should be given to meeting the educaticnal. ard: sexrwice -
needs of adolescents o enable:thew:to deal in anpositivezandmreﬁpmns&bie WEY:
with their sexuality. Other disputed recommendations call:fior Governments to -
pass and enforce legislation that would guarantee. gqual succession and ‘
inheritance rights of children regardless of sex; and to take steps 80O that
traditional and religious-attire is not a basis of discrimination in
educational- institutions. Another contentious proposal would call foxisy «iv.ye
meagures aimed at abolishing traditional practices prejudicial to-the:hiealth
of children. . Corelti s > N T I ‘

While the objective .to "eliminate the.economic exploitation of child
labour and - protect young gixls.at work" is-bracketed, the recommendatigns,tou
governments ‘in that section are noﬁff‘They'incluaecaefining.a.minimuma&gé,for?'
employment as well as strengthening legislation governing the work of children
and providing for penalties to ensure enforcement of such legislation.

(more)
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Chapter v concerns 1nst1tut1onal arrangements for follow up to the Woxrld
COnference Agreed text states that as moofl- a8’ Possible, preferably by the
end of the year, governments shculd develop'strategles to 1mplement the draft
platform By the end. of 1996 they ‘should hHéve developed their ' strategles or
plans of ‘action. Those ;mplementation strategpes should be . comprehensive,
with time- bound targets, benchmarks for’ monrtorlng as well as proposals for
allocatlng cr reallocatlng regources for 1mplementat1on

Recommendations are also made for sub reglonal and regional actlon,
including an.agreed’ call ‘for the Econoinic and Social Council to consider
reviewing the 1nstitutlona1 capaclty of the reglonal commissions .to- deal with
gender -issues.in light of the draft platform Regional offlces of the United
Nations specialized.agencies should develop and publicize a plan of action for
1mp1ement1ng the dreft plaLform for actlon

On 1nternatlonal follow-up, the text contains a bracketed proposal to
give: conslderatlon to establlehlng a hlgh level post in the office of the
Secretary- Generel with the mandate of advislng the Secretary- :General in"his
overs;ght of system ~wide lntegration of gender concerns throughout the Un;ted
Nations system. Another' bracketed proposal would call for a mid-term world
conferernce on women to assess the implementation of the draft platform for

action.

Among the agreed recommendatlons for action by the Economic and Socral
Couneil, the draft platform recommends that it be 1nv1ted ‘to review the’ §
mandate of the Commigsion on the Status of Women, taking into account, among
others, the need for follow- -up to the Conference. A bracketed proposal would
have the Commission play a central role in monitoring implementdtion of the
draft platform, with "necessary flnanclal support" to enable it to coordlnate
United Natlons efforts 1n that regard

Also im brackets ‘is a prcposal to strengthen the monltor1ng body of the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Dlscrlmlnatlon Against Women
through the provigion of regular budget resources,’ “ineluding gsufficient
meeting time for its work. In addition, agreement is yet to be reached on a
propoged request that the Secretary- -General ensureimore effective functioning
of the Division for the Advancement of Women by provxding sufflclent financial
and human - resources w1th1n the regular budge

The ent:re section of the draft deallng wzth'the INSTRAW and’ UNIFEM is in
brackets. Among the proposals, the" texr gtates that the future roles and
furictioning of those two entities be consldered 1n511ght of a dec;slon ‘to ‘be
taken by the General Assembly at ite next gession on‘the proposal to merge
them.

The chapter on financial ar gngg gts chapter VI, states that
insufficient financial and hunan resources have contrﬁbuted to the slow
progress to date in 1mplement1ng the’ Na1rob1 Forward- ooking Strategies for
the Advancemerit of Women and that a politlcal comm:tme tlls requlred to make
those resources available for the empowerment of ‘womeén. 'That will roqulre the
integration of a gender perspectrve in budgetary decisions on- pollcles and

programmes,_as well as the adequate flnanclng of specific programmes for

(more)
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gecuring equality between women and“nen“ Bracketed language adds that the
mobilization of addltlonal resources, . both public and private, lncludlng from
1nnovat1ve gsources of funding, mayaalso be necessary :

o R 2%

‘It is stressed that the- prlmary responsxblllty for 1mp1ement1ng the:
strategic objectives of the draft platform for.action rests with governments
However, adequate financial resources should be committed at the internatisial
level for the implementation of the draft platform for action. in the
developing countries. Countries involved in development cooperation should
conduct a critical analysig of their assistance programmes so as to 1mprove
the quality and effectlveness of aid through the 1ntegratlcn of a gender
approach i 3 4

There is a oall for the outcome of the World Summit for Social - s
Development regarding debt management and reduction to be implemented in order
to facilitate the realization of the objectives of the draft platform. There
is also a call to those countries interested in. allocatlng ‘20 per cvent of
official development:assistance (ODA) and 20:.per éent of the. national budgst.
to. basic social programmes, as proposed in the“"20/20" 1n1t1at1ve, to take -
into account ‘8 gender perspectlve - . iy s CoeEEw

e
AN

There are three alternatives to a-pgragraph concerning UNIFEM and
INSTRAW. 1In all versions the fact that those bodies have special roles to
play in the empowerment of womern ig recognlzed and an increase in resources
for thelr activities is called for be m © A

o CHEFEMEA e g o
The need to renew, reform and revitalize the various parts of the Unlted
Nations system, especially the Diwvigion for the:Advancement of Women of the
Sectetariat, is:stressed. Governing bodies within the United Nations system”
axre encouraged-to give sgpecial consideration to the implementation of theaf fi
platform. Language in brackets states that the mobilization of additional’
rvesources from the Organization’s budget in order to 1mplement the draft
platform may ‘also be necessary

P 33

h r Aeti ommiggion ..

2 il =

"The accredltatlon of non-governmental organizations to the Conference and
its preparatory Process was a central task of the Commigsion’s current i
sesgion. Matters related to non- governmental organizations were discussed by
a spedial working group formed for that purpose, and the Commission’ g efforts
culminated with the approval of a decision by a.roll- call vote of 40 in favour
to none agalnet with Chlna abstaining. s :

Under the terms of that text, to be sent to the General Agsembly forwih
adoption, the Assembly would authorize the Economic and Social Council to
decide on all pending propeosals for the accreditation of non- governmental
organizations to the Fourth World Conference on Women and its preparatory
process. The Commission extended the deadline for nori-governmental )
organizations to submit applications-for accreditation to 28 April. The 5
Conference secretariat was reguested to inform non- governmental: organlzatlons
that had not been recommended :for accreditation to the Conference and its
preparatory process of the reasone for that. The organizations concerned:will

(more)
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then be given a chance to provide additional information onitheir
qualifications for accreditation.

After: evaluatlng that 1nformatlon, the secretarlat w111 prov;de two ligts
to the Economic. and: Se¢ial. Council for its consideration: one listing.
nonrgovernmental organizations that the secretariat did not rebommend.for
accreditation, along with the reasons;:and the second, listing those that
appeared to have met the criteria for accreditation. The Council will then
decide on all . pending. proposals for aécredltatlon at its substantlve sessxon,
to. be held in: Geneva in July. ek d : -

.. The representatlve of China, in explaining his country’s pos;tlon on the
vote, said that China, as the Conference’s host, welcomed the non-governmental
organizations that were committed to thie advancement of women. However, some
countries had.-insisted on accreditation for a few organizations which had
nething to do with..the Conference but were trying to undermine: the sovéreignty
of certain countries, he =maid.

On 15 March, -the Comnigsion approved a list of 1,326 non-governmental
organizations for accreditation to the Conferenice and its preparatory ‘process,
in addition to.those.which already have consultative status with:the Economic
and Social Council. It established-the special working group in resporfe: to
questions raised concerning five non-governmental organizatiorng on-theé list
recommended for accredltatlon by the Secretariat, as well as non- governmental
orgariizations which had applied but had'not been included:on the ¥igti "On
20 March, the Commission, acting on -the recomméndation of the workidg: group;
approved the accreditation of the five non- governmental Qrganlzatnons in*
guedtion. i % : :

Four of those five organizations are the United States-¥eased:Catholics
for a Free Choice and ite sister organizations in Mexico, Uruguay and Brazil.
The Holy See had objected to their accreditatdon,  stating that although they
used the word ’Cathelic’, they publicly opposed the position “of thé Catholic
Church. Armenia had expressed a reservation about the flfth non- governmental
organlzatlon, the Armenian Relief Society. \ & o

About half of the non-governmental organizations apprcved so far -are from
Eurcpe and North Zmerica, and the rest from Latin America and the Carlbbean,
Africa, A81a and the Pacific, and western Agia. o

Non - governmental organizations will participate in the NGO Forum, -to bg.
held parallel to the World Conference, from 30 August to 8 September '
Addressing the Commission, the -Convenor of  the Forum expressed ithe concern of
non-governmental organizations at & recent decision by China “ti 'bhange“the
venue for that event. The representative of Chind’'said that‘tHere ‘were
structural £laws in the original site, so it had been necessary to change the
venue. He said the new site was neat’ the.afrport, whidh“iwas ‘d L1little’ far from
the Conference site, but China would provide shuttle buses between the two
locations. He added that the new venue would have more space for meetings and

exhibitions.

(more)
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Under the terms of texts recommended.for adoption by the Council, it .
would: . d '

~- Urge the Secretary General to 1mplement fully. the strategic plan of
‘action for the improvement of the status. of women in, the Secretaxdat.
(1995-2000) and to accord greater priority.to recruiting.and promoting womern
in posts ‘subject to geographlcal digtribution; ;

B Decrde that the Comm1851on should establish a. worklng group at 1ts o
fiext session to elaborate a draft optional protocol to the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Digcrimination against Women which would introduce
the right of individuals to petltlon the treaty-monitoring body. directly in

cases of v1olatlons of women’s. human rights; and

.- Urge the 1nternatlona1 communlty and international flnanc1al

norganlzatlons to intensify . thelr efforte to provrde assistance to Palestlnian

women

By a vote of 27 in favour to none agalnst, -with. 14 abstentions, the
Commisgsion adopted a resolution urg;ng the release of women and chlldren taken
hostage in armed conflicts before the openlng of thguFourth World Conference.
on wOmen It requested the Secretary General to inform the World Conference
on progress made in implementing. the .resolution, : -

Under ‘the terms of a reeolutlon on malnetreamrng the human rlghts of
women, the Commisgion requested the Secretary -General to see to the
preparatlon of a long- term joint work plan on the human rlghts of women for .
the Centre for Human nghts and the Division for the Advancement of Women.

By other resolutions, the Commission:

=i Condemned the abhorrent practloe of rape and abuee of women and
chlldren in the ~areas of armed conflict in the former Yugoslav1a,
. ; ' e W P R
-- Called for special attentlon to the situatlon of rural women, .
particularly those displaced by terrorist viclence, drug trafficking and other
v1olence, : :

Vs’ Urged governments to promote leglslative 1n1t1at1ves that 1ncreaee the
status of women in agriculture, family enterprlses, the professions and the
1nforma1 sector,

- Urged States to ensure the protectlon ‘of the rlghts and fundamental
freedoms of women migrant workers, and to implement measures. to eradlcate all
forms of racism and xenophobla, and

e Urged that women be included in the Middle Eastfpeaoerprocess.

i vl
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Officers

The Commisgsion’s officers are Patricia Licuanan (Philippines),
Chairperson; Irene Freudenschuss-Reichl (Austria), Natalia Drozd (Belarus) and
Olga Pellicer (Mexico) Vice-Chairpersons; and Selma Ashipala (Namibia),
Rapporteur. Gertrude Mongella, United Nations Assistant Secretary-General, ig
the Secretary-General of the Fourth World Conference on Women.

Membexrship

The 45 members of the Commission are: Algeria, Angola, Australia,
Austria, Bahamas, Belarus, Belgium, Bulgaria, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo,
Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Ecuador, Finland, France, Greece, Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau, India, Indonegia, Iran, Japan, Kenya, Libya, Madagascar,
Malaysia, Mexico, Namibia, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Republic of
Korea, Russian Federation, Slovak Republic, Spain, Sudan, Thailand ,Togo,
Tunisia, Venezuela and Zambia.
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