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. (b) Does ~ Ck>Ternment maintain -~ :1nformo.tio~ service which ~s, - I 

regular releases or prortdes 1nf'onna.t1on ·and docUI!l8ntat1on of any kind _ e1 tber · ~- ­

f'ree or tor sale? 

. . Yes. The ln:rocm.tion, Preen and. Pr01>agand.e. Service, ·. F~r Sale~_ . 
(11) Doeo your C<>vonttlOnt mru.nta1n any neva agencies? 

No. 

(111) Does :,our Goverm:r.ent subsidize or 1n ~ WrJ:3 asoiet any nevs 

agencies or other enterprises 1n tbe ~ield of 1nf'onna.t1on? 

Yes, newspapers. 

(iv) Does your Covorru:ient o,rn ohurea in or lend f'Unds to private enter-, 

prices in the f1olt\ ot 1nfoncntlc."l": . . . 

no. 
(v) Does y01J.r Govermnent !)Ublleb newpai,ers? 

Yes, the 111-DNITEUR", a bi•wee~ otf'1c1al publ1ca.t1on • . 

( Ti) Does your· Government· make cttS cial broe.dcasta? 

Yee, through the· "Voice.~~ the Republic of 1IAITI11
, which 

transmits a daily pro~. 

( v11) Does your Government produce: newareelo · tor public exbibi tion? • 

No. 

(viii) Does your C-ovenment make 1te 1n1"on:ntion services. available 

only to doaistic users, to foreign users or to both on equal termn? 

'l'o both, vi th priori tY to dOI:leat1c users. , 
(c) Coverm:iants are invited to provide answero to· the following questions: 

(1) What conditions govern the establishment of a nevspap!3r, nows 
-. 

period1ce.l, redio broadco.etine station, or nowroel enterprise? 

The Depe.rtmont of the Interior 1B notified. 

( 11) \ll'int form of control, if aiv, e~1ota covering the investment of 

capital in information enterprises, such ns 1nqu1r.r into the source ot . 
co.!)1tal, publicl!l.tion of the source ot' capital, prohibition or 11.m1tation · 

' or fore1e,n cttp1tal., or 11m1tat1on or tlw pro~ortion of' capital invested· 
. . . 

which mrx:, be held 'by the individual. or group? 

?Jone. 

/(111) What 

. . 
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( 111) What :regulatfons, it any~ e:d~t· concerriine the -ownership>, contrc>1'.­

and administration of public or private -enterprieee 1n tho- field.~ of > , . _ 
information? · , .. - ..... 

None~ ·· -

(d) Govermnents are invited to provide· answers to the following que,sti~: ·~.-. 

(1.) To what extent, 1f any,·and on what grounds-does the law ot your ·._,:," 

country provide for the euepension or' suppression of media of. information? : :~ i,; 
-Whenever th&7 enBage in acti V1 ti~s subversive of public , - .. 

order and. 11ke}3 to endanger the eeourity of the State. - ,-<··· 
( 11) What body or e.uthori tJ 1a competent· to suspend. or suppress? 

The Department of the I$ricir. - 1 
•. . -

( 111) ~t 1s the :procedure .f'ollowed by this author! t;y? -

A notice published in the _Preee· arid by radio. -

( 1 v) What provisions, if ,my, exist for e.dm1n1 atrati ve and Judicial 

review? . . ' . . 

Such rev1ev. is possible to tho ·extent perm1 tted by Arti~le I 

27 of the Const1 tution .. -

MEASURES TO FACILITATE THE GATBElllNG OF -INFOBMATION ·, 

3° Governments are invited to 11rov1de information about: 

( a) Their law end practice governing the entry, res1~ence, movement ~ 
travel of neve personnel. _ 

The press pase which 10 distributed ~ nevs:pa:pers is the 
'-. . , . . . . . 

sole maaure of control. 
(b) 1'heir axper1ence, -1f any, 1n the use of international professional 

cards for news personnel. 

None. 
(c). Their le.v and practice, if' any, governing the expulsion of news 

:personnel. 

None. 

(d) Any special lavs, regulations or practices, applying to ·or aff'ectins . 

f'oreign nevs personnel. -

None. 

~ ro FACn.ITAm THE INTERNATIONAL TRANSMISSION OF INFOBMATION 
4. Oovermnents are 1nv1 ted to provide information concernina: 

/(a) The le.v . 
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{ e.) The. law ~ practice ot any e:ciSt 1ng censorship. 

Ncne. 

(b) To what extent there has boen relamtion of censorship since the 

tenn1nat1on of host1l1t1ee 1n World. \lar II, and. hov the present situation 

comperea with pre.war peacetme ccnaorship? 

There baa been no censorship a1nce the end of the Second World 'War. 

The preoent system ot Sonmment 1e characterized by the complete 

freedct1 enJoyod b7 the ~edia ot information o1nce January 1946 as 

contrasted. with the oituat1on durillg the war. 

( c) Govcrnmenta aro au-o 1nT1ted to otate: 

( 11) \Jbether cenaorah1p occura before· the tranmdea1on, and if' not, to what 

enent new peraonnol 111-e sceount.able tor the contents of their dispatches. 

For the respons1bU1ty or new peraonnel see the chapter on 

l1bol below. 

IAWS 01 LlEEI, 

I. Libel 18 a punishable offence am.er tho Hattien Penal Code. It 1s defined b7 

Article 313 of the Code as fol.love: •rt a person, at a public gathering or meeting. 

or 1n a tonnal and. public instrument, or 1n a -writing, whether printed or not, , 

which has been dioplayed, sold. or distributed, 1nputoa to another person any 

thing vbich is injurious to bio good repute, he ob.all be doemed to be guilty of 
the offence of libel and sle.nder". 

The· article continues: "rh1s prov1B1on shall not apply to any I:18.tter the 

publication or vhich 1s authorized by law nor to any thing which the author or the 

defematon- matter 1s 'bounci by the nat11-~ of bis functions or duties to reveal or t, 

prevent em punish." 

The preventicn and puniehment ot this offence 18 dealt vith 1n Articles 314, 

and 315 to 323 !Delusive. Theae texts are given belov for the reader's 1nformat1~ 

Article 314. The author of tho defamatory matter shall not be allowed in his' 

defence to demand. that evidence or defamation shall be adduced. Furthermore, he 

shall not be alloiwed to allege by llay of excuae that the documents or acts are 

notorious or that the defamatory matter vh1ch gave rioe to the proaecution was 

copied or extracted 1'rom foreign pipers or other printed material. Penal Code, 

315 et oeq., 390-lOo. 

/Article 315. 



It the act alleged to have been camdtted is a er!mmal act enta1lSng• tbe. )·_.} 

death penalty or a sentence of bard labour tor lito, the ottmler shall be liabie · /: 

to imprisonment for a term ot not leaa than one ,oar nor more tbe.n three years.-_:. ';;~ 

Penal Code. 9 to 101 26 et aeq.; 36, 319, 322. . ,•. 
. t . ' . . .. . 

In all other cases, illlpr1acment shall be tor a term ot not less than •~ > · /'. 
mcnths nor more than one .rear. -~eml Code 9 to 10, 26 ot seq., 36. . ,. ; -)'.~ 

· Article 317. U tho acta alleged bJ' tho author ot the detmnat017 matter are :.~ 
. -~~-

}lunishablo by lav I a stay or the, proceedmss tor the otfent;e of libel and al.mler r .. 
shall be snmted }lending an inveat1gat1on . into the acts alleged. . · · . , -

Article 318. It a person, brin88 a de~emator, accusation 1n'vr1t~ age.inst :_'. / 
a person or persona bef'ore the oft1cers ~ Juet1ce_ or tbe l'oltce be shall be liab~: . . ., . ~ 

to mpriecmment tor a term .ot not leaa than 0D9 mcmth nor more than one· year •• ·-. ·--: ,, ., 

C1v1l. Code 588-20, Cede ot Cr1minal. Procedure, 21, 281, 282, Penal Code 9•10; ··. _. '.'~./ 
26 et ees., 36. . - : . . - · . . 

. ,., 

Article 319. lh o'fe~ caae a person sutlt,1 ot slander or libel shall be .. ·_\ · .. : 

Prab1b1ted tr<1D ezercisJne the r18bta ment1cme4 m Article 28 ot thiB Code for. a · ,: _: 

period of not lees tmm five .reara nor more than ten 1ears, reckoned free the da~e· 

on vhtcb be shall haTe cmpleted hie sentence. · ;· · , 

Article 320. ?n the case of an maul.t or otrena1n utterance which does not ::::, 
allege ~ apec1tic act but a particular Tice and. which ~ prot'tered 1D a pub~1c· · ; 

place or at a public meetins or contained. 1n a wr1t1DS, whether printed or not, :>::' 

PrcT1ded that such vr1t1ns was made pu'blto and distributed, tbe penalty shall be · _ _., :_ 

a tine ot not lees than 16 nor more than 80 gourdes. -· Penal Code 9, lo, 36, 382. : 
Article 321. Insults or ottens1Ye utterancea which are not . tbua ~haracter1&e4-' 

both b7 the seriouoneaa of the ~sation and the pllbl1o1t1 wtth vh1ch it was made,·, 

&ball be punished oni, b7 police peml.t1ea tor pett7 ottencea. •· Cr1m1Jlal · 

Procedure, Articles 122 et aeq.; Penal. Code, .Articles 1 1 283 et aes• 
Article 322. It ~ defamatory al.legat1Cll8 or ottena1To upressione are 

included 1D the doc\lDenta ad:nmced. .in def'ence of' the parties or 1n the pleadSDga, 
the Jud.sea conduct1ng the caae -,, 1n paasms aentence, either order th&t the 

/allef!lit 10DS or 
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ott~~Te e%presetcms be e%p\Dl8ed or ieaue mi inJunction ase,met the offenders or 

auapem. them traa their duties end decide v1th respect to the cJ..amases to be· paid. 

The durat1cm of such auapena1on shall not ezceed au months. If the offonee 

ta repeated, the auapenetm shall be tor not less than cme 7ear nor more than three 

7eara. 

If the tmult or ottensiw matter cantained :bi the vrtt 1ng 1s of a seriously 

defamatory character end the ~ea dealiz:16 with the case· are not competent to take 

C06111iaDCe or the offence, the7 111q awspend the ottend.ere from their duties only 

proY1e1ocaJly and cc:mm1t them to ttie ccapetent Judeea tor tr1al of the offence m 
question. 

Article 323. It a medical pract1t1cmcr, aursean ·or otber public health officer, 

or a piarmac1at, midvite or errr otbar peracm ccmes 1nto possess ion or 6Jl3' secret 

vhtch 1a entrusted to bm !n Tirtue ~ hiS occupation or protess1an, reveals such 

aecNt he aball be liable to !Jlpriacanent tor a tem ot not lees thtm one maith 

nor more than one year, proTid.ed al.ways tmt he was not bound by law to ~ e.n 

1ntormat1on.--Penal Code 9, l.Ci1 26 .t •5., 52, '9, 148. · 

II. lo retorm or the laY ~ libel or •!emder SAi contemplated because no enanal,J 

baa been pointed out ... MoreOTer, th1a offence vh1ch 1a punishable under the Penal 

Code ot Jla1t1 1s not goTemed b;y apecial leg1alatian. 

m. In Ba1t1, the oiYil courts or courts of f1rat instance haTe full Jurisdiction. 

The1 att v1th the ord1Dar7 cmpetence ot a Judge, a member ot the office ot tbe 

·pal)l1c prosecutor, a member ot the Judicial department and the clerk of the court. 

These courts a1t m the exerc1ae or their powers aaneti!nes aa civil courts, 

acmetmea as oorrect1anal courts, aomet1mea aa ccmmer~ courta and scmeUmes aa 

cr1m,.na.1 courta, accori1ng to the nature ot the case vh!eb 1s to be tried. It the ---
case 1a a dispute between private and c1T11 1ntereats, the court of ·r1rat tnste.nce., 

acttns 1n 'Yirtue ot its oiTil Juriadic:t1on, 1a competent; it the case arises out 

or a dispute 1n camnercial matters., the court of first mstance, act1n8 1n virtue 

or 1ta commercial Jur1ad1ct1on, 1a canpetent; but it an the other band it 1e an 

ofte:nce or a crme, the court of first 1netance, act 1n8 1n virtue of its CORRECTIONAL 

or CRll.QNAL Jur1Bdtct 100, 1a competent. 

In order therefore to re~ directly to the question, we state that it 1B the 

court ot first instence, acting 1n virtue or its CORRECS?I<BAL or CRIMINAL powers 

vhich 1a competent to deal vttb the contraventions ot the law DESCRIBED as offences 
or crmea. 

'IV. When a newspaper 



. _):{(± 
IV. \ihen a newspaper article 1s atgned by the editor, he bears full responsib111tr) . .?'} 
tor that article. When the article is not signed, the responsible manager or tho'.;·/'{} 

proprietor assumes responsib111t1, unless, 'Where necessary, be gives the name of \::{~j; 
. . . . -, : .·., l: 

the ed.1tor. • · -.- -·· '.( :;,"~ .. 
.. / . · .. ;. / ., .. 

Dl principle, the printers end aell:tng agents incur no respons 1b1lity tor thf ( \,'/ 
material circulated. · · ::·~·;:.i-f 

. '"'_· -:_ ·: _· .. ,. 

v. Neva personnel and 11notypo open.ton, are only employees who prmt the texts ::'- .: 

delivered to them. Tbe1 ~cur 2lO ;eapcms ibU1t1· 1n. conn~,xion vtth publications · ~ -,, f :_· 
the d.atly nevepe.pers or other pnbl1cat1ona. · · · : '.· ;·.;.: 

VI, The Jury 1B a com1ttee ot tvelTe c1t1sens called toeether when a crime ~ -'-" :_:>.-~: 
been commttted to deetdo whether the accused 1s gu1lt1 or not guilty, and 1f' he ie :·:. \ 

.. .... -
gu1lt7 to decide whether there are 8JJ3' ~xtenuating or aegra'Yatmg circumstances. · 

' .. 
The Jury 1s called upon to alt vhen a BLOCI> er• has been committed: murder.·.·_,·: 

or mansla\J8hter. 
. !: 

Formation of the Jur;y. he17 .,.ear the communal coimcil ot each comune with~ :.;: 

the Jur1adtct1onal area draws 1lJ a .-,,:ral 11st ot the citizeDS qualified to sit 0ll ~ ~ •_ 

the Jury. From these ltets an 4nm tu maea of the citizens called upon to :tom· \. 

the ~LY OF JURORS. 

At the opening of the criminal session, at which the Jur, .1.s present, the D_een : . ·; 
. . 

c00Tenes all the c1t1ze.na tormms the general aseembl.7 ot Jurors on the day appointed _' 

tor each case. The names are callod out, and t1rst the accused. end. then the 

OoTernm.ent comm1ee1oner are entitled to challenge the Jurors as their names are . : 

d.re.wn out of the urn without betns obliged to show cause for the challenge. P.s 

aoon as tvelve names haTe been chosen, the JUI7 1a formed. . _ 

The court 1e canpoeed or the Judse vho pres ides over the hear mg, the public .. · 

prosecutor represent mg the public interest, the clerk or the court who 1a bl 

charge ot recording tbe proeeedin8S, 1f the1 are -to be recorded, and. the twelTe · 

Jurors, vho are called upon to giTe their Terd1ct concernillg ·the guilt of the . 

accused. They br1ng 1n a Terdict ot 8',11lty or not g11ilty and decide concerning , . 

the c1rcumstencea of the crime. 

vn. There 1a no -special ceneorsh1p of reports ot parlwnentary proceedings. 

Excesa1ve d1atort1on or the tacts 1a, however, prohibited by the Press Act, If 

neceseaey, the distorted Tera ion 'l1J8J bo corrected b7 a statement issued by the 

department concerned. throueb the .Bureau of Information. 

/When a case 

.. ' 
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'When a caso 1.8 · being tried before the courts, the newspapers may freely express 

tbe1r op1Jl1ons upon it. The Judge -is required not to allow himself to be 

influenced by ·.freely expressed public op1n1cm, am. this opinion can have no 

influence UP.)O the eventual dec1a1on. In Ba1t1 the Jud1e1e.r., 1B the servant or 

the lav. 

J.B. 'We have not thousbt it necessary- to repl.7 to certain questions relatiJlB to 

. organ~~~ tonne.lit tea and details which do not exist here and which 'lfJ8Y be the 

aub.)ect' of aubeoquont leg1slat1c:n. 

, .. 




