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OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE PREPARATORY 

COMMISSION OF THE UNI'I'Iill NATIONS

Held at Church House, bean's Yard, Westminster, 
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at 
2.30 o'clock on Saturday, 27 October, 1945 

The meeting was presided over by The Hon. Adlai StevensGn,· 

the Delegate of the United States. 

The remaJ..1-iing countries were represented by the follo\v:i.ng 

Delegates : 

Wir. Paul H,�SLUCK 

H.E. Senhor C •. de <FREITAS V1u.LE

H.E. Mr. W.F.A. TURGEON 
H.E. Senor ,Dol:'\ German GER'l[ARA 
H.E. De. V.K. WELLINGTLN KOO

M. Iv8.l). KERNO
H. E. 1i1. Rene MASSIGLI

H. E. lvf. · Nasrullllh ENTEZAlvl:
H.E. Dr. Luis Padilla lli"ERVO
M.A. PELT
H.E. M.i:,,.,.:... GRCiMYKO
Profes1,or .C.-K. WEBSTER
H.E. Dr-, LJUBO LEONTIC

Profes$or WE}?_§TER said that he had noticed in the Press that 

morning that �fir. Stetti:tlus had been operated on the previous day 

and was r.taking satisfactory progress. He suggested that the 

Executive Secretnry send a message expressing the Executive 

Conmittee's best wishes for-his speedy recovery, and their desire 

to be reinforced as soon as possible by his incomparable energy, 

experience and goodwill, 

This was agreed unanimously. 

The CHAIR}UiN, on behalf of his Delegation, t,hanked the 

Executive Connnittce most ce.rnestly for· this expression of good 

will toward Mr. St0ttinius. 



FC/EX/128 
Page 2 

RECOMMENDATION The CHAIRMAN asked D'.c. Wellington Koo to report 
CONCERNING THE 
LOCATION OF THE on behalf of the sub-cow.mittee which had been appointed 
HEADQUARTERS OF 
THE UNITED at the previous mee:ting to redraft ·recommendations· on 
NATIONS. 
FC/EX/108/Rev. }. the location of the seD.t, 
27 October ,194-5 

Dr. WELLINGTON-KOO said tha� the sub.:.cornmittee 

had agreed unanimously on the, text of the document 

FC/EX/108/Rev.3. 'It ret.uined the major part of 

the-.-last text considered by the Executive Committee, 

but some changes had b�en ma.de . The ol.d paragraph 4 

. c.oncerning the studies by t:1e Executive Secretary, 

had be<:.1n omitted. That paragraph had been mere1y 

a directive to the Executive Secretary, and need 

not be included ,in the report. 

In answer to the Chairman. Dr, �ellington Koo 

said it was understood, of course, that the Executive 

Secretary would contin�e his analysis of proposals 

for the location of the $eat. 

M. GR0MYKO agreed vlit,h the -substance of the

document, but suggested that it would read better 

if the last three lines of the third paragraph of 

the preamble ·were deleted. 

Dr. WELLINGTON KOO thought it advisable that 

the preamble s ould contain a complete recital 

of the steps that had been taken before the final decisionQ: 

M. Gromyko's suggestion would give a blurred picture.

After discu�sion, the originD.l text of the 

recommendation wa:s. a:wroired.· 

M. BROUSTRA recalled the remarks JTu.'1.de by· M
0 

Massigli

at the p:n::v-iou:s_ me�ting, He wished it recorded that if 

the recommendations had been put to a vote, .-his delegation 

would have abstained. 
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Professor WEBSTER a.nd Mr. PELT wished it to be

noted thn.t their Delegations.would have o.bstc.ined

from voting for the sc1me roe.sons. 

Dr. WELLUTGTON KOO recv.lled that the Chinese 

Delegation hD.d proposed on the 15th October that the

Executive Secretary make the studies referred to in the

old pnragraph 4. ·In order to keep the record clear 

he proposed th:.t t this o.c.tion be approved by the 

Elcecutivc CoIT�utte0 as n formnl decision. 

The CIL .. IR111I11N said it Vlf?-S agreed without objection 

to request th<: Excc1.ttive SecreteiJ.-y to continue to study 

such pro!,)osc..ls for -th0 precise location of the permanent 

heo.dquu.rtcrs of: the United No.tiono �o might be received, 

so that u working anb.lysis of these proposals might be 

available to the Preporatory Commission. 

Mr. O\IEN said that the Coordination Committee of

the Secretariat had been examining the reports of the 

10 committees as opprovea by the Executive Ccmmittee, 

The Coordination 

Committee hnd not conceived its duty to be to effect any

ch�nges in subst�nco. A number of purely edi torio.1 

chn.nges hnd been made, relating to style, arrangement of 

parts, chapters cmd. paragraphs and the form of 

recorr.mend.::-. tions. Some redundant 1;:i.nguage had been 

el:i.rairu1ted, .:md �n ettempt hnd been rnD.de to achieve 

uniformity of punctuation. 

The report cont�ined four sets or provisional rules 

of procedure for the four principal organs. These hc.d 

been compared in style o.nd content and vr.µere no substantial 

change seemed to be involved the rules hnd been arranged in 

accordcmce with a common pattern. It .had been :felt that u 



PC/EX/128 
Pn.ge 4 

a much more subst2.nticl coordin11tion of th0 rules 

would be dcsir2ble, but this vm..s not the duty of the 

Coordino.tion Cor;-,ru. ttcc. The Co�.mittee h�d confined 

itself to conpiling � comporQtive ch2�t of the four 

sets of rull�S ::.nd procedure which i-rould be av.:>.iluble 

for the .Prepnr�tory Commission 1s a Secretnrint Document. 

This compe .. r..:-..tive ch:1rt v10uld not bo included in the 

Repor_t of the Executive Committee, 

It WQS not r.rctended th�- � complete job of 

Coordination h�d beGn done., but it Yrns hoped that n. 

clear, well orgenisod working document ho.d been prepared 

-for the Prcpcxntory Commission. There wore two subjects 

on ·which there vras some inconsistency b0tvreen parts of 

the report, but no 0.ttcrrrpt h0.d been raude to reconcile th0m, 

since they had been th0 occasion of some controversy :in 

the Executive Contr;tl.ttee. The Coordin�tion Committee

}1.ad contented itself v-rith a. brief' oditorio.l note.

N.:.:turc.lly, members of tho Executive Commitbrn would 

h,_�ve an opportunity to suggest o.lter�tions before the

text was f'inc.lly issued. 

The CF;}J.Tu.Y.AN felt sure thnt other Delegations.,

like his ovrn, would h2..vc mmiy r,.m0ndments to me.ke. He 

suggested, however, th:�t corrections of language, 

punctuation and other mi.nor mo.tters be referred to the 

Executive Secr<::tory nt the end of the meding; and only 

questions of substo.nce be raised at the present time. 

Mr. ESCOT'l' REID suggested that the text of the 

interim c.rrnngements me.de o.t &m F.r-ancisco should be 

added as Po.rt V o'f: the Report.

This wo.s ni;r,roed. without objection. 
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The C.HAIRMiiN submitted the repdr't to the meeting 

section by section, and these minutes refer only to 

sections on which there was discussion. 

On the suggestion of Dr. WELLINGTON KOO it was

agreed that the words "and possibly 11 should·be inserted 

between "(4) Stntistio.nl Commission" and "(5) Demographic 

Commission" on pz.ge 12. 

Dr. RYBAR S[Lid that note l on page 14 was incorrect. 

His Delegation hod opposed the decision of the 

Executive Committee not merely on fu.e method of selecting 

the presiding officer of the Temporory Trusteeship Committee,

but on tho ,,-,hole 4uestion of setting up that Cormnittee. 

M. GROMYKO n.greed ,'id. th these remarks.

The present footnote must be replaced by another 

saying that the Soviet Delegation did not approve 

the setting ·up of the Temporary Trusteeship Committee, since 

it considered that such a Committee would be unconstitutional. 

The Soviet Delegation, e-,ccorclingly, could not agree with

any of the subsidiary recom.-rnendations of the Executive 

Cormnittee relating to the Teinporory Trusteeship Committee. 

M. KEF<NO agreed with the remarks of Dr. �bar and

M. Gromyko. P..is Delegation h1.d made reser.rn.tions 

concerning the whole question of the setting up of the 

Temporary Trusteeship Committee. He did not remember 

whether it had been ,iec ided that his reservation should be 

expressed in � footr.ote, or merely recorded in the 

minutes. In DnY event th!:l footnote, in its present 

form, was misleading. 

The CH.A.Ifil,rlu"lf suggested tha.t the footnote should be 

inserted at the foot of' po.ge 116 ,. and should read as 

follows : 
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"The Delegates of Cz0choslovo.kia, the U .s.s.n. o.nd 

Yugoslc.via opposed the recorrr,end2..tion to establish D. 

Tcr.iporc..ry Trustoeship Committee, since; they considered 

such n Cor.-ni ttee not .�uthori'scd by the Chnrter. These 

Delegations clso opposed the method of selecting the 

presiding officers of the; Trusteeship Council". 

:Mr, Hi�.SLUCK :p_ointed out that the ref�rence in Note 1, 

would also h.'.'..-,10 to be corrected. The present reference to 

Section 5, Ruld 2·, should be ch8.ng0d to Section ·5, Rule 9. 

However, Rule 9, c'.S printed on p:--..gc 12.3, did not contam the 

·point ·to which those t!:',ree Dcleg2..tions objected, Rule 9 

would have to be nmended by inserting the words "by se�et 

ballot", 

The CI-Li.IRr!i,L� n.gr·ecd. 

Wu·. JEBB undei.·stood th.:i.t words "by -secret -brillot" had 

been omitted i1v.dvertcntly. 

}fr. -GR0MYK0 suggest�d tho following wording for Note 1: 

"The Soviet Delegation stl'\.ted that the establishment of 

a TemporD-ry T'.cust3eship Committee is not provided by the 

Cho.rter, and thus it would be unconstitutional. Since 

a.11 other r,;comraend:.t tions on Trustee ship are connected 

with this r.1::).i.-1 recomr,1C:mdo.tion the Soviet Delego.tion did 

not find it :possible to ii.greo with D.ny of' these 

recornmendatiuns, i_ncludi:ng, of course, the recommendation 

on che-irmanship 11• 

In answer to the Chairmo.n, M. Gromyko s2.id tho.t his 

Delegationt s objection TI�s not to the Trusteeship ColU'lcil, 

but only to the TemrmrDr<;. Trusteeshi:p Committee. 

The CH:HIDAliN co.llcd K .. Gromyko' s o.ttention to pc.ge 122, 

where� the rules of 1.irocodurc of the Trusteeship Council were 
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His undcrstc:.nd:ing.·wb.s that the objection 

rela tea. to the Te;.ipori::ry T".cus tee ship Comr.ii ttce, and

therefora· tho footnote sl1ould relate to the proposo.l in 
. 

. 

regard to tl1t; T...:r..por!).ry 'l'rustceship Co:r..nittec on po.ge 116, 

M. ·GRONYJW suggcsttd the following c.ctdition to the

f'orm of footnote he hQd previously proposed: 

"That c,n 2.11 rcccrrncnct:,tions which are not directly 

connectca ·,rith the question o.f. th� esto.blishment of 

D. Tcmporc..ry Trusteeship Corr.mi ttec.., the Soviet

Delegation r0sor-,res the right ';o e:i.-press its opinion 

n.t the Prepn.ratory Corrt.i;ussion:r, 

Th;i.s pr.::-.ctic[.�lly r0L,ted on.ly t0 t}1e recommendation on 

the procedure rules f0r tha porm�ncnt· Tr'u�tceship Council. 

The CHii.IRM::;N s2.id. th.'.'.t 'his recollection vfas that the 

three Delegates opposed anything �elated to the Temporary 

Trusteeship Cornr.ii ttee, o.na thl'.t :fact was recorded in the 

minutes. Perh�,.ps the note should be:, omi ttcid. 

M. GROi':lYK0 could n<)t agree tb:,.t the note be omitted.

In order to avoid .'.l lengthy discussion, he suggested that

his Delegc.tion should. settle the Ho;_�cJ.ing of the footnote 

t�nd· later submit it to tho Executive Secretc.ry. 

It w::i.s ::�greed th::\ t th-..; Soviet Dclcgo.tion should prepare 

a. wording of the footy10tc y,;hich 7/[\S n.lso, s::1.tisfactory to the

Delege..tes of Czechoslov:.·ddl'. n.nd YuFs��J::i.vill. o.nd submit it to 

the Executive Sccrctm..:z._for insertion on -pc.ges J.li. and 115,

iu'te:r some <'.lisc;ussion it wc.s a..�reod thnt the uresent 

meeting was not rcconsic1crirn:� ree:.?r;ID.ondettions, but merely 

report ,·,ould nc,t be approved ns D. vrhole. 

The revie,-.ring tl1c l::.:ri.guo.gc in '.•ihich tl:.0v had bocn cXl:lrcsscd . ._ __ _ 
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M. GROMYKO pointed out that in the title on

Page 30 it wao not stated by what Committee tJ\e 

observations had been made, iie thought it should be 

made clear that the Cowni ttee in riuestion was 

Committee 8. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that.the words rrof the 

Technical Committee" be inserted after the word 

"Observatior.s". 

PROF. WEBSTER considered that such an am.endnient 

would depart from.the dec�aion which had bet:m taken by 

the Exe cu ti ve Commit tee • The Exec u t i:ve .Commit tee had 

decided, witpout appro-.al or disapproval;· to forward 

to the Prep�ratory Comm.ission a document entitled 

"Observations"; and thos0 observations became a 

document of the Executive Committee. 

The CHAIRMAN said that Mr. Jebb had. pointed. out 

1;,hat if the words "Technical Committee'..' -would be 

inserted the same wording vould haYe to be used

throughout the Report. 

M. MASSIGLI sai� a very large majority of the

Executive Connnittee had favored the approval 0£ the 

Report of Committee 8, Rnd the decision to forward

it merely as "Observationa 11 had been made. to 

acco:rnmodate the minority views. There must be no 

alteration o� the decision to transmit the Report 

aa an Executive Corrmi tteo documen�, having the same 

character as other Exucutive Committee documents. 

MR. ESCOTT REID said that M. Gromrko's point 

-might be met if it were made clear that, 1 tm-o�c�t

the Report, the Executive bommi ttee was.
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referred to by its full title. In that case the 

word "Committee" would always mean one of tbe ten 

Corm:nittees of the Executive ColrDJlittee. If this 

were done he f0lt there coulc be no objection to 

the present form of the title, which would mean 

"Observations of Committee 8. 11 

M. KERNO suggested that the title should make

clear the fact that the decision of the Executive 

Committee had been neither to approve nor disapprove 

the report of Committee 8. 

PROF. WEBSTER said that he would agree to the 

deletion of the words "of the Committee" in the 

t1tle. 

The CHAIRMAN was dlso willing to agree to this 

deletion. 

M. GROMYKO en�uired. whether the :present text

of the report of the Executive CoLlilrittee referre� 

in any :place to the decision of the Executive 

Committee neither to approve nor to disapprove the 

re:por\ of Co:mm.i ttee 8. 

MR • .JEBB replied that the decision appeared 

in the minutes. 

M. GROMYKO suggested that the form of words

previously agreed on as expressill8 the decision of 

the Execµtive Committee should oe put in a foot-

note. 

PROF. WEESTER aaid that the Executive 

Conunittee had not agreed to insert a footnote. 

This would distu.r•!) the ,;-rhole balance of the 

agreement ren.,ched, which was correctly embodied 

in the pres:-mt text. 



PC/EX/128. 
Page 10 

MR. JEBB read from the relevent minutes PC/EX/93 

dated 13th October, 1945, relating .to the Meeting of 

the Executive Comnitt8e which had been held on llth 

October, 1945: 

"The Motion: Does the Executive Committee desire 

to transmit to -the Preparatory- C.oromission the 

observations-regarding the relationships with the 

specialised agencies annexed hereto for eventual 

transmission to the General P.sseml:?ly __ f'or 

consideration? 

It was d.ecided in tho affirmative by twelve 

votes to none with two abstentions (Brazil and. 

Iran) on the understanding that such transmission 

did not imply either approval or disapproval of 

tpe observ�tions referred to ) and that the Minute� 

of the·Meeting of-the Executive Cormnittee which 

considered them would also be transmitted to the 
. 

. 

Preparatory Commission in order to make clear the 

views of the various delegations." 

·The CHAIRMAN sugge�ted that-the title read:

"Recommendation to transmit without approval 

or disapproval observations on the relation­

ship with specialised agencies." 

Ee thought such a title would reflect the meaning of the 

words "On the undorstanding" used: in the �ip.utes. There 

had-been no indication in tho M�nutes whether the 

understanding ·was to be put into effect by a footnote 

or othc.rwise. 

PROF. WEBSTER said t,hat in a spirit of 

conciliation he would accept that title, but his 

recollection was clear that it was said the understanding 
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would be expressed by the transmission of the Minutes. 

M. GROMYIO said. the question was still left open

as ·to what bod.y had made the observations. 

The CHAIRMAN said that everything that was agreed 

by the Executive Committee became the work of the 

Executive Committee. To�apecify individual Connnitteea 

concerned would make the work of co-ordinating 

interminable. 

MR. lIASLUCK considered that effect should be given 

to a further �eservation on behalf' of the Australian 

and United Kiv.gdom delegations. It appeared from the 

Minute� that these two delegations voted in favour of 

t�e Motion, on the understanding that their vote was 

not to be ta.�en as.implying approval of the understand­

ing which had just been stated. 

PROF. 11EESTER said that Mr. Hasluck was correct, 

but to avoid unnecessars complications he suggested 

that the reservation should not be pressed.. The whole 

position could. be axplaineQ adequately in the 

Preparatory Commission. 

M. MASSIGLI said that the very basis of the

proceedings of the Executive Committee was that all 

� .. .)vernments reserved their right to state their 

positions fu�ly in the Preparatory Commission. 

MR. HASLUCK agreed not to press his reservation. 

Footnotes should not be necessary except for very 

special reasons. 

M. GROMYKO accepted the last text proposed by

the Chairman: 

''Recommendation to transmit without approval or 
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disapproval ·observations on the ,relationship with 

specialised agencies." 

The title of Chapter 8 as amended was approved 

unanimously. 

It was agreed that the note on Page 31 should make 

it clear that th_o :passages quoted were extracts from

the Appendix to.the Re�o:rt. 

SECTION 3 MR. J'EBB' ·pointed out that the whole of rules 10 to 
III NOMINATIONS 
COMMITTEE ·13 inclusive·on·page 44 under the heading "Nominations
PAGE 44.

Committee' .3tould ·be in brackets .

. ti'ter discussion it was agreed that, in the printed 

Report, references in footnotes should Quote the number 
I 

Gf the relevant page. 

It was agreed tbat the footnote to page 44 should 

state that the proposals for a Nominations Co:rmnittee did 

not receive the-necessary two-thirds majority and 
'• 

conse¼uently did not form a definite part of the report 

itseli'. 

MR. ESCOTT REID suggested that Rule 37 should 

contain the language which had formerly been in rules 

30 and 31 of Document PcjEx./109. In the present text 

of Rule 37 certain ·phrases had been omitted. Rule 37 

ehould begin: -

"The General Committee shall,. at the beginning 

of each Session, consider the proposed Agenda 

together with the Supplementary List and shall 

make a re:port to the General Assembly. I-t shali 

consider apylications for the inclusion of addi­

tional items in the Agenda and shall report 

thereon to the General Assembly. It shall assist 

the President 1n drawing up the Agenda for'each 
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In the rule, as previously stated, the word "plenary" 

had. ap:peared. before "Nee ting. 11 

The amendment suggested by Mr. Escott Reid and the 

re-insertion of the wcrd "plenary" were agreed.. 

MR. :ESCOTT REID· sugges.ted that either Rule 47 be 
--

-- ---

omitted from the Chapter; or the title of the Chapter 

be amended to refer to Rule 47. In discussion i� vaa 

suggested �hat the �itle be: 

1'FINANCE" or 11ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY 

QUESTIONS II 

M. MASSIGLI suggested that Rule 48 should follow

Rule 4�. 

It was agreed that the Secretariat should draft a 

more suitable title for Rules 42 to 48 inclusive and 

should.also change the order of �he Rules. 

On the suggestio n of �Ir. Hasluck it waa agreed that 

Paragraphs 14 and 15 should be in.brackets. 

M. GR0MYK0 said that in Paragraph 3, sub­

paragraph (b) the Coordination Committee had inserted 

a reference to the Temporary Trusteeship Committee. If 

the Executive Comm1ttee could not agree to eliminate 

thie reference, the reservation of the Soviet Delegation 

should be note�. 

MR. J'EEB said that the reference to the Temporary 

Trusteeship CollllUittee had been in the text as received 

by the Coordination Corrroittee and suggested th� inser­

tion of a footnote referring to the previously expressed 

reservations of the fulagations of Czechoslovakia, the 

Soviet Union and Yugoslavia. 
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At the suggestion of M. Gromyko it was agreed that 

the .wora:s 11Trusteeshi:p organ11 should be su.bsti tnted. in

sub-paragraph 3 (b) on.P.age .. 98 for the .following words: 

"Temporary Trusteeship Committee, and later Trusteeship 

Council. 11 

It was agreed a similar change should be effected 

on Page 12. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out· that �tems 10, 11 and 

12 had been omitted inadvertently. 

M. GROMYKO said that in the third J)aragraph of

Section 3, Page 201, the following words should be 

omitted·: 

"and supported oy the De.legation of the u.s.s.R." 

This was- agreed.. 

It was asreed that the heading of Section l on 

pag� 210 should be cnanged to conform_wit}J. the title 

agreed upon on page 30. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that Section 1, would 

-�omprise the recommendation concerning the location of

the Ifoadq_uarters of the United Nations a.greed: upon at 

the present meeti�g. 

Section 3 would contain the recommendation 

concerning the planning coI{inl1.ssion. 

The CB'.A.IR!',1AN pointed out that this would contain 

the interim arrangements . 

MR. ·PELT asked whether it would be possible to 

:prepare-an index to the Report of the Executive 

Committee. 

MR . .I.EBB saiQ that the preparation of a satisfac­

tory index would take some time, and furthermore he 

presumed it vc-u.ld. have to be d.one in five languages. 
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The Socrcto.ric.t rrould do its best to orenare an index, , 

If the Executive Conrnittee were vli.llin.P: .tho.t the 

English 0..11.d E'rench texts should be dis trio.u ted before 

the texts !n Ci-::.inese, Russia.n and Spenish, he thought 

the imglish c.na. F-.cench printed versions vrould probc.bly 

be �-vo.ila.ble by c.bout the 10th November, J3y that da.te

tD0 rocon�cndo.tions in all five lar1oaua.gcs. would probably

be uv�.ilible c.n.d every c,ff'ort Ylould be made to have the 

full texts in Chinese, Russian and Sp�ish prepared ns 

soon as possible. 

Dr. WELLTIJGTON KOO so.id that the Chinese Delegation 

would give the Executive Secretary o.11 possible assistance, 

M. GROl1YK0 asked v1.hcn the full Re.port would be
.. , . 

nvnilnble in all five lo..�uages. 

Mr, · JEBB so.id he hoped it would be poss.ible to have 

the printed YE.7:rsions in all rive ln.nguo.p:es available by 

Novei:lber 20th. 

M°, GROMYKO asked v1hen the final official texts in 

�11 five langucges �ould be available, 

Me, JJBB said he wot,ld hi..vc to consult ··,llfith his 

colleo.gucs before t>.ns11vcrin[; that <;_uestion. 

"fhe meeti115 o.djourned e..t 5, 15 p, m, 

The me0ti.Jg was resumed o.t 5,30· P• m.· 
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DISCUSSION The ·CHAIR1viiu� suggested that a time should be 
OP DATES 

FOR fixed for the beginning of the Preparatory Commission 
COi:,foi:ENCJilliENT 
01<' PREPA.RATORY and that a roco1mnendation to the Preparatory Oomraissi .. :m 
CO:i,iiMISSION and 
the FIRST SES- shLuld then be formulated on the· date for the 
SION OF THE 
GENERAL commencement 0f the first pari; of the first session 
ASSEMJ3LY. 

of the G-€,neral .Assembly. 

}.i. de FREITA.S V.ALLE said that he had been disturbed 

by the suggestion to postpone the beginning of the 

Preparatory Commission. 

A sub-cornmittee had been appointed on the 13th 

September composed of the Delegates ::>f Canada, Mexico, 

The Netherlands and the U.S.S.R., vlith the: Iranian 

Delegate as Chairman, to ro.ake recormnena.atic�s about 

the dates for .the corr.mencement of the Prepa ratory 

ComII'ission and the General Assembly. Those·aates had 

been &.ri;:-,.1tinized with great care and the decision to 

have a fifteen day interval between the end.of' the 

work of the Executtv� Conuni.ttee am the beginning uf 

the Preparatory CJmm:i..ssion should be retained. 

In response to the Ex0cutiv(:;! Committee's re·q_uest 

that the Charter be ratified _es soon as possible to 

allow the Preparatory Corr.mission -to imet at an early 

d.ato, many Govern.-r.e:n.ts had made a great effort to

obtain early ratii'ication. In its desire. to comply with·

the Executive Cor:n:ri.ttce 1 s request, the Goverrurent of

South Aftica had even adopted a proce,dure which had 

been attacked as unconstitut�onal. 

The previous decision or the :Execu�ive Cormni.ttee 

on the t�ne-table had been submitted to the thirty-seven 

Goverru.."'Jents not represented on the Executive Commit tee, 

and these countries had been asked if they approved the 



decision. In'increasing the fifteen day interval 

it had been explained that the objer.t was the 

protection of the interests of the thirty�seven 

countries: but not a single country had made any· 

complaint. Most of the.thirty-seven countries 

were at a great distance from London and would· in nu 

circumstances have time to study all the recor.imendations 

adequatelyA In any event all the decisions vf the 

Pre para torv Commission .:.:iuld be reviev-red in the 

General Asseobly. 

I:' the Preparatory Cor.ir,ti.ssi0n were postpo.:od unti.: 

the er..1 of Nover.1ber, the General Assembly would not be 

able to r.1eet until January, but the Executive cc.-u.ri.ttee 

had already rejected the proposal that the General 

Assewbly should neet in January. 

He asked whe_ther there 1ivas any example in history

of such a speedy ratificati0n of such a complicated 

and important document. The inference we.a that the 

countries of the wor1d wished the United Nations to 

co1.1r.10nce work at .. the earliest possible date. 

He quo±ed froLl the ;:rinutes of the meeting of 

the Executive Cor.nnittee held on ·17th Septer.1ber, 1945, 

(PC/EX/39), On page .3 of the minutes Mr. Stetti:ru.us 

had said that a r.-ia.jor consideration was the.physical 

convenience of the 51 Deleg�tes to the Preparatory 

Colilin:ission, By sr;iaJ.1 additions to thei.r staffs they 

could �•nr.iediately continue and take part in the 

constituent r.ieeting of the General Assenbly without the 

trouble of having to return to their country and then 

come back in January • .Another vital consideration 

was that the var-ious organs w�uld be able to start 

work straight away �.n the New Year." 
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He h:inself' had supported Mr. Stettinius and 

pointed out that the Delegatc�.to the Prep�ratory. . 

Cor.uui.ssion woul.d. be the s� as those to tho �nera.l 

Asser.ibly ., D.nd f'0r Delegates froo rer.1ote countries ., a. 

four weeks intol:'Val would. 1:1.ean four weeks idleness in 

London because the s.ane. instructions ,V9uld stand f'or 

both the Preparatory ComrJi.ssivn·9.nd the.General �sse□bly. 

He quoted Para�raph 6 of the .A.greeraent -�stablish­

ing the Preparatory Qoor.1ission
., 

which.provided that the 

:Executive Cor.r.d.ttee should call the Cormssion into 

Session as soon as possible aftqr the C�a+ter car.1e into 

eff�ct. Under this paragraph eve� if the Executive

Cor.u:xi.ttee had not finished its work the Preparatory 

CorJI:ri.ssion _should have 11et and then adjourned,· 

If the Executive Comr.ri.ttee did.not give effect 

to Paragraph 6 ., �l, its decisions -v�ould be. reopened, e.g�, 

the division of the General Asser:.ibly into two parts. 

In nnsvror to the OhaJrman, M, de Freitas-Valle 

said he consi,dered that the General A$ser:ibly should 

n.eet on the 4th .December. 

]?rofeeAor WEBSTER said that the U.K. Government

would do every.thing in i·ts power to give cf'fect to the 

vrishes of the Preparatory Cor.ll."1.ission, whatever they 

might be • .Already it ha\l t1;1.ken all posBible steps 

to make possible the cor:nnence.r..cnt of the General 

Asser:i.bly on the l;.th Doce:rabcz·. The steps thp1.t had 

already been taken had. · 'been the cause of incon.,.enience 

to a· 3reat mny people. At;the s1:1J.1e ·tiL� his 

Governr:1ent had aJ.,:.ra.ys had SOJ:¥3 dot)>t whether the 

date the 4-th D6ce1:1ber was practicable. Even 'if the 
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Preparatory Co,.1nission were to r.1eet on the 12th Novenber, 

it could not be certnin that it would finish sufficiently 

early for the General Asscr.1bl:v to r.icet the 4th Decenber. 

In reply to r:I. de Froitas-Valle he said that the 

Executive Cowr.1ittc0 1 s attitude on tJ1e date of the 

cor.u::encenent of the Preparatory Cor.,nission had substantially 

changed. There vrer0 at least a dozen issues on which 

no unaninous agreenent had been achieved. The 

Preparatory Cor:imission would have 8 co;:m tte:es, but 

owing to the srae.11 nuraber of 1:ia.ny delegations, it

would only be possible for two co,.rittoos to meet at 

ono tir.e. He was sure the Preparatory Cor:unission would 

last r.ioro than three weekg n.nd he would be favourably 

surprised. if' it finished in .f'our weeks. It was vital 

that coraplete agreerJont be reached on questions of 

procedure, otherwise the General �tsser:ibly would be 

a failure. As to the date for the coranenreraent of 

the Prep�rutory Conlni.ssion he saiu that it was easy 

for his own Governv:nnt to <.lccide its policy in the 

Preparatory Com:tlssion because Ministers were kept 

acquainted vr.i..th dcvulop;:i.ents fron day to day. 

Distant countries were not in such c:n advantageous 

poaitio� otl.d he thought an interval. o� thr�� ,vecks

was not over-liberal. Since agr{;eucnt he.d still to be 

reached on the relationship with specialized agencies, 

the site ) the procodure o.nd constitution of the General 

Asser.1bly, and the Secretnriat. he thought it unwise 

to assu,.1e that tho Preparatory Co1:1r,ti.ssion could finish 

in less than four weeks. A strong case could be made 

iC'r the postponement of the:: General Assm:ibly until 

January. That would enable clclcgatcs co.r:ri.ng only to the 
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General ;.sscubiy to urrivc after · the holiday 

season. 

He understood that a great nunber of delegates 

to the General hSscnbly would be of Ministerial 

status and it woulu. be of assistance to the1.1 

if a def'inite elate f.or the. corJu<mceuent of the 

General Ass'cnbly t,crc fixed well in advance. 

Obviously it was T:1os t i1:iportn.nt for his O'l:m 

Govcrn-:icnt that- a date for the cor.ir..encenent of the 

General As·ser:ibly be fixed as soon as possible. A date 

should be chosen from which·no departure was likely. 

1a though the final clccision would be taken. by the 

Preparatory COi:nission, the Executive Cor.'litltte-e should 

recor,n:1cnd sowe date. 

Mr. I-L.�SLUCK pointed out that his Delegation h�d 

always felt that the Gcricral Assenbly should be in 

one part an:1 should i:1eet in ,�pril. There should be an 

adequate �nterval between the Executive Cor:1r,ti.ttce and. 

the Preparatory 601:u,u.ssion to allow the Governments of' 

nore distant countries to study the docw:icnts. 

The work of the Executive COi:imittee had ·been more 

extcnsiw than n.nticipatcd and. some important _issues 

had been left open. 

:Mr. JEBB had suggested that it night be as late 

as November 10th bc:fo:::-e the f'inal printed report was 

available, so that V/D,,fJ the date of the ef'fective 

conclusion of the wo:!'k of the Executi YO Cor.:r.ri. ttee. 

H.i.s Delegation would be prepared to accept the !,.th DeC'.,ember

for the beginning of' the Preparatory- Coi:ci..saion. 
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'J'he Preuaratorv Cf'lr:ir.ri:ssion seer.10d likcl.v +.ei la�t four 

or five :weeks •. but he could not .see. that the-int<.)r­

vention of Christna.s was .a iia.tter of any great 

iraportance. 

In fixing the date for the beginning of the 

General . .Assenbl:v it might becor:ie necessary to ta.lee 

into account other facto::r;-s bosid_o purely practical 

matters. Political considora tions night indicate 

its postnone:·:ient. 

11. KERNO .said thnt the work .of :the -Executive

Co1:1::tl. ttcG had been.. r.:iore detailed and h,ad. taken a 

longer til.ie than had boe;n anticipated. r:[any points 

had been le.ft in abcyan� ,. and a lo�_er intervaj. for 

study of its wor·k was necessary. The div:i.sion of the 

General Assemblv into. two _parts .should be re.tained. 

more particularlv as. some of the countriq s. not 

repr�sented on the Executive Cowi.:cl.ttGe had a�rP.Ad to 

the division. He suggested that the Preparatory 

CoiiJI;tl.ssion should raeet on the 2j st. or- 22nd Nmr@.nber. 

and the General Asser.1bl.v e2.rly i.n January. 

:M. PELT appreciated the inconven:i.ence to 

Delegates alreadv e.n .route R.nd realized th_at :j;.f th� 

date ·were cha.n�e,i the .Executive Cor,n:i.ttee qwed an 

anoloQV to those dclc�ates. �owever,, a nunber of. 

new· factors had becor..ie .annorcnt. . The. documcnt.s were. 

bulkier am more complex than had been eXPe:ctcd., 

The Preparatory Cot�1ission �ould last at leas� three 

or four weeks an.l shouJ.d be in a position to fin.ish 

its work before Christnas. .The Gener.'.l..1. Assembly should 

neet early in Januo.ry. 
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He suggested that the·Preparatory Cot'ln:i..ssion 

oeet during the week cOiJr:.encing Monday, 19th Noveober,. 

and preferably oh ·that' <late. If this were done it 

would be possible for the rrepa.ra'tory .. Coi:ira.is·sion to 

finish its work by the 19th Dece1:iber, am Delegates 

would be able to return home :f'or Christmas. 

11. VERG.ti.RA agreed ·,v-l th all the argunents

a.d.vanccd by M/ de Frel.tas-Val.li::'. A ·.r·esolutiu1 had · 

been comnunicated to ·all the· Goverr:iLlents· conce·rned 

· and should be· adhered to.

The 15 :lay interval should cor:ir.-icnce f:rbt.l · the 

tirne when the . f':i.nal roport be oru:JG available, wb:i.oh--' 

would be vii. thin :f'our or five days of the present 

neeting. He suggesfod ·that the Preparatory 

Cor.ir.ri.ssion ooet on the 19th Nove-r.'lber. The date :for 

the opening of' the Genera.J'. '.A.ssenbly should' not be 

fixed at the :present meeting; but'· should be' deter­

mined at the ope'rurig stages 'of the Preparatory 

Corr.:rl.ssion. 

:M:. M,:;ssIGLI said that tli'.e .rep6rt · ol' the 

Executivt: Cor.mttee was ·such a conplicated document 

that the beginru:ng of· the 'Preparatory Cotll�ssion should 

be delayed until aft'er the 19th Novenber, although 

it must r:1eet soo'ti enough to finish its work before 

Christ�1as. The Executive Co::un:i.ttee must be careful 

in firing the date for·the first rueeting of the GeDeral.. 

Asserably� but in cor1pliance with tne wishes of U.K. 

Government· a rough date should be fixed at the �eexrt 

neeting. 'The fi'nal date would be d.eterini.ned in the 
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early stages of the preparatory Commission. 

PR0V-pS�OR WEBSTER said that obviously the final. 

a�te ·�or the raeoting of the �eneral Assembly oust be 

fixe'd by the Preparatory Commission. The Executive 

Cor:ir.tl:Hee, however, should suggest a date giving 

a reasonable assurance that the Preparatory 

COi-:u.rl.ssion could finiah i·�s work in time. 

He felt sure that all the Governr.:ients which 

would be represented at the Preparatory Com::li.ssion 

would share the wish of the Executive Cor.imittee that 

th� organs of the Untted Nations should.be set up 

as soon �s possibleo 

The· CHAIRMAN said that he had thought the area 

of agreer.:ient obtained in the Executive Cor,11ni.ttee. was 

surprisingly higb� J:iis Delegation had hoped that the 

constituent meeting of the General Asser.ibly could 

finish its work in December,. The divided session 

was a. cardinal. principle of the work of the Executive 

Committee. 

He felt that tr-e Preparatory Conmrl.ssion nust be 

delayed, and v.d.th greatest reluctance he suggested 

20th November for its oor.ir.iencement. 

Tho f'irst meeting of tho General Assembly 

should·be as close as possible to the end of the 

Preparatory Cormaission and he sugge stec, the period 

from the lst·to the 3rd Januaxyo

Mr. TURGEON felt it would be rash to suggest 

that the General Assembly meet in Decenber. Tlte 

Preparatory Cor.mti..ssion should not cowr.�nce later 

than the 15th Novenber becauso ,rany Delegates would

wish to return 11000 f'or Cbrist1:ias. Since the 
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Pre:para tory CO!!'r.ri.ssion r.ri.ght last as long as 

four weeks �e suggested the General As$enbly 

meet "between the. 10thand 15th January. 

The C&uR!v[AN said that if the Preparatory 

On,;inission were to meet on the 15th Noveraber he 

failed to see why the:i.·a should be an interval of 

a whole mcnth� The General Assenbly should meet 

at the hP.ginning of January, preferably on the 

2nd wr.,ich was the anniversary of the signing 

of the Un:i.ted Nations Declaration. 

�r. WELLINGTON KO.O ag1·eed ,-with regret that 

the r:1eet�.:ng of' the Prepa.:-e.tory Cormn.ssion raust be 

pos�on�,dJ and. he suggested it begin on the 

19th Novembero 

If che. P:r.cpa:i:-ator:r Cor.11nission had adequate 

tine for stu.av :i.t ni..t:1:ht finish its work in 

three vre0ks which might make it :possible for 

the General Assembly to meet about the 20th 

December. Since o�her Dele�ates did not appear 

to ,,-,:'are this view he would be willing to accept 

the 2n:1 of .January. 

The E.xe��tive Cor.mttee must propose a date 

for the mee�ing of the General Assembly. The 

decision to have the first session of the GoneraJ. 

Assembly in t,vo pa-rts should be retained. The 

intervuJ. ·between the Preparatory Commission and 

the G-3:'.1":)'aJ_ Assembly should be short so that 

public interest could be sustained. 

M-, GRmiiYKO suggested the 26th November for 

tbe begir..ni.ng of the Preparatory Commission, for the 

;r:-ea?on� he hact expressed at the previous meeting. 
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Fur the cor.Jr.1encer,:ent of the General Asser:ibly he 

would accept a date early in January. 

M. NERVO consider�d the first meeting of the

General Asser.1bly could not be before Janu:iry. He 

could not agroe that the inter-vention of Christmas 

had any relevance, r.1ore particularly since r.iost of 

the Delegates '1-vould· not be able to return hor;ie in 

any event. He dou·btcd. that a long�:r: pc�iod of 

study would shor_-ten the Preparatory Cor.1:li.ssion and 

thought the pc8ition r.ri..ght well be the reverse. 

The PrcparatoI"'J Comrilission should n;ct as near 

as possible to the niddle rif Nover.:iber arrl the. 

Ccncro.l-.A.eaor:ibly :should r:icct eo.i-ly in JD.nu<:U.-;y. 

�fter co�siderable discussion the Chairman 

ruled and it was generally agreE:ci. that the 

Preparatory Cooruission should con�ence on the 

23rd Novc1:1ber. 

M. �UtSSIGLI suggested the 3rd of January for

the first meeting of' the G0neral .A.sse□bly. 

Mr. R;;.SLUCK pointed out that the Delegates to 

the Preparatory Coi.iEri.ssion wou.lcl consist of oi'ficiale 

and experts, but :".:any men in high public office 

would join the Delegation :for tho General .Assembly• 

Travel during the holiday period was ·very difficult, 

and he suggested that the first .r.ieeting of the 

General Asser.1bly be in the week beginning the 

7th of' January. 

Mr. ESCOTT REID so.id th:it even i:£' +.h,, Pr<,pnratory 

Commission were to finish its work on the 21st Deccr..ilier 

there -would only be a 1 2 day interval to J:muary 2r.d. 
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The sru_:e :proble1:is of coordination, translo.tion arrl. 

printing would exist on a greater scale between the 

Preparatory CoL1r.�ssion and the General Assembly, 

and he tt.ought January 2nd. was too early. 

M. PELT felt the 2nd or 3rd of January

night suit l!."uropcnns but the 7th y/as the earliest 

practicable date for other cowitries. 

Professor WEBSTER suggested the 8th January.

M. GROM:YKO said that the Delegates to the

Preparatory Comr,ti.ssion, with sone additions, would 

attend the General ii.sscubly. They would have to 

rer.1ain in London and should not be left idle for 

too long a pericd. Without feeling· strongly on 

the issue, he suggested the 3rd or 4th·of 

Jnnu.:i.ry. 

The CHIJRMAN agreed ·with M. Gro:nyko, and felt 

that the two and a half week interval was more 

than anple. 

Dr. RYBA.R said that the officials and 

experts v,bo would be Delegates to tm Pre:r::aratory 

Cor.ir:ri.ssion ,,ould be well acquainted with the material 

and could brief the high _officials v.ho would be 

arriving for the General Asscnbly. He suggested a 

date.at the beginning of JanuBry. 

NI. ENTEZAi\1 said that if his r:ierr.ory was correct, 

among the Govcrnraents not represented on the 

Executive Cornmi.ttce, only four were European. The 

convenience ·of the r.10re u.istant countries should 

be considered. 
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It was agreed that the Executive Comittce 

should recor.ir.1end to the Freparatory Conr.ti.ssion that 

the General Asse;:ibly neet between the 2nd and 7th 

of January. 

It w�s a�reed to entrust to WJ.r. Jebb the 

drafting of the telegrar., relating to the avail­

ability of reports ar.d translations. 

It was agreed that the sane telcgx·aia wuuld 

state the �ecisions Dade at the present I.Xc:cting 

concerning the dates for the Preparatory Corar.tl.saion 

and the General Asseubly. 

It was a.[,recd · that it was unne ce s aa.ry to 

include the £orr.ial reco:r.ir:iendation on dates in the 

Report 0£ the Exe cuti vo Co1:a-n:i.. ttoe to the Prepartory 

-Co1:1r.li.ssion •.

The CHAIRl,1AN expressed on behalf of' all the 

Delegates, his wa:rm thanks to Mr. Jebb, Mr, Owen, 

and the staff for the fai·�, diligent a.lil helpful 

support they had given for. the past two months. 

He felt that another i1nportant milestone in the 

· lri.story of the United N�tions had been passed�

· Unanimty bad been reached ill by far the gree.ter part of

the report of the Executive Committee, including

its most irqportant decision�,

The Delegates had continually broadened their 

area of a.greer,1ent and vrore learning to understand

one another better. 
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Dr, WELLING-TON KOO wi.shed to express the 

and ability' with which Mr .• -Stevenson had. oomucted 

the proceedings, The final two weeks had been the 

raost strenuous ana..rruitfua.period of. the work of 

the Executive Committee: and the nappy results obtained 

were in large measure 011?. ·t.n the Chairman. 

NI. GR0:tviYKO. ·.believed that- t:tie Executive Com.rni.ttee

• had worked most successfully. • The Soviet

Delegation had done its best to assist·in preparing

recommendations which -vtoul_d help. :bhe Preparatory

Corranis:;;i_on and the General. Assembly to solve their. , . . . , .  . . 

probl.oms succe s afully �

by Mr. Jebb, had carried out very good·.and· useful

Y1ork.

Mr. JEBB·e;cpresse'd great appreciation of the 

kind, rer,$rks of thP. . f:lw.irr.ian •.e:i.nd M-� Gromyko a..'Yld said 

that such sliC:eess .as had -been attained by his staf'f 

}Jad been partly due to the·forbea.rance of' Delegates 

during th_e -initial and: continuing difficu1tics of' 

the Recretariat, He felt that ti.i.e success of the 

Executive Comr.ii ttee L.s work had been .:1ssisi;ed by 

·q. growing _uteari spirit'! in· the Secretariat, and 

he trusted ·that thie "teara spirit" -would continue 

to grow and be characteristic of the InternationaJ. 

Secret�riat:of the ruture. 

.stncere appreciat.inn of the·Delegates ')f the-skill 

Th0 Secrct~ri~t. headed 




