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1. At its 4th plenary neeting, on 24 septernber 1982, the General Assenbly decided
to lncLude in Lhe agenda of its thirty-seventh sesslon the item entitlcd 'R€Port of
the United Nations Corunission on Internatlonal Trade Lan on tha l'ork of lts
fifteenth sesslon" and to allocate it to the sixth Conmlttee.

2. Itre Sixth Corunittee considered this item at lts 3Ed to 8th meetings, fron
28 Septernber to 4 ocEober, and at lts 43rd neetlng, on 11 Novetnber 1982. The
surmaEy records of those rneetings (DJc.6/37 /sR.3-8 and 't3) contain the vlews of
representatlves who spoke during the coneideration of this item.

3. At the 3rat meeting, on 28 september, the chairman of the United NationE
coru[isslon on International Trade Law at its fifteenth session lntroduced lts
report on the work of that session. V

ceneral
37/r Corr.l - E only) . pr of tbe r€port

was pursuant to a declsion by the sixth cqNnittee at lts lr096th rneetlng' on
13 December 1968 (see offieial r€corals of the General Assemblv, T?entv-thiral
s'ession, Annexes, agenda item 88, docu[ent A/7 408. para. 3).
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4. In addition to this report, the conmittee had before it in connection r.ribh the
Item a note by the secretary-ceneral (E/C.6/37/L.61 relating to the consideration
of the report by the TEade and Developnent Board of the tnlted Nations Conferenc€
on Trade and DeveloFlent.

5. At the 43rd meetlng, on Ll Novenber, the repreaentative of Austria introduced
a draft resolution (A/c.6/37/L.71 sponsored by Argentlna, Australia, Auslria,
Belgiun, Brazil, Canada. Chile, Etsvpt, Finlard, France, Germany, Federal Republic
of, Greece, fndia, Italv, Janaicar ggE, .@., @, the Netherlands, Nioeria,
the Phililpines, .99lgg,gl, Singapore, Spain, Slreden, Thailand, Trinidad and [obaqo,
Turkev and Yuqoslavia, lacer joined by Clgpr ug and @, as well as a draft
resolution (NC.6/37/L.8', sponsor€d by Australia, EE!b, Chile, &vpt, Finland,
France, Germanv, federal Republic of , creec€, ggg,, .EgE., the Netherlands,
Niqerla, the Philippines, glLqgE, sweden and 3EBl, later Joined by cyprus.

5. The representative of Hungary apoke on behalf of a nunber of delegations in
explanation of thelr positionE anal requeEted that draft resolution A/C.6/37/t,.7 b
adopted without a vote. The representative of the United Kingdon of Great Britain
and lilcrthern Irelanal made a statement in the light of thb statement maate by the
representative of Eungary.

'r. At the sa$e neeting, the Conmlttee adopted draft reaolut Lon F,/c.6/37 /L.7
without a vote (see para. 9, tlraft resotutlon I) and draft reEolut ion A/c.6/37/L.s
by consensus (aee para. 9, draft resolution IIt.

8. The representative of Cuba spoke ln expl-anation of her countryrs position.

REIOI'OIENDATIONS OF TgE SIXTH COMMITTEE

9. The slxth coftIlittee recqulendE to the ceneral Aasenbly t]te adopt ion of the
folJ.owing draft resolution:

DRAFT RESOLUT IOT I

Report of the Unlted NatlonE CollJrrlsslon on Internatlonal
Trade La$ on the rork of lts flfteenlh session

The ceneral Assernbly,

Havl.ng considered the relprt of the lhited l,lat ions Cddtrission on International
Trade Law on the work of its flfteenth eession, /

RecalLing that the object of the United tilations cs risaion on Internatlonal
Trade lar.t is the prqrction of the progresslve harmonization and unification of
international trade Iaw,

Offlclal Records of
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r€callinq, in this regard' its resolutio^8 .22os (xxl) of 17 Decenber 1966' bv

wnicfr-TE-EEEEElished the rLit"a n tf*ta Cormission on International Trade law and

defined the obJect and terns of reference of the cdnnlssion, 3108 ('TXVIII) of
12 December I9t3, by which lt increased the r0ernbershlp of the Cornrnlssion, 36/32 of
13 November 198I, by nhich the inPortance of the particiPatlon of observers fron
all states and interestetl lnternallonal organizations at seEsiona of the cdnmisa ion
and its working Groups was affinnedl a^d 3i/Ll2 of 17 Decenber L979' by whlch the
co-ortlinating iunction of the CoMnlssion in the field of international Er ade law
was emphasized, as well as its prevlous resolutlons concerning the reporta of the
connission on the work of its annual Eessions,

Recallinq also ltE feaolutions 320I (s-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of L l4ay L974'
gZAf (xxlx) of 12 Decenber 1974 anal 3362 (S-\III! of 16 SePtenber 1975'

Reaffirrning its convictio|t tttat the progressive harmonlzation and unlfication
ot inl6ii.-EGiiT tr ade larr ln reductng or rernoving lega1 obatacles to the flow of
lnternational trade, eapeclatly those affectlng the developing countrles, would
significantly contrlbute to universal econonic co-operatlon among all states on a
basis of equallty' equity antt cffinotr lnterests and to the elimination of
aliscrlnination in intern;tlonal tr ade and, thereby, to the well-being of all
peoples'

Hav inq reqard for the need to take into account the dlfferent social and legal
systeln.s in harmonizing the rulea of international trade law,

Bearing ln mind its resolutlon 35,/111 of lo December 1981 concerning the draft
articles on most-favoured-nation clauses,

stressinq the usefu.Lnesa and importance of sponaor ing slmposia and seninars'
in.tuffi-Eo". organized on a regional basis' for prdnoting better knordledge and

understanding of international trade law and, esPeciatly' for the training of
larvyers fron developing countrles in thls field,

I. Takes note r'rith appreciation of the report of the tnited Nat lons
conmissionffi the wori of ita iifteen-j sessio:r;

2. conmends tbe l'nited Nat ion€ Cdmlsslon on Internatlonal Trade law for the
progress ^.ft-in tts *ork and for lts efforts to enhance the efflciency of its
working methods i

3. call-s upon the Irnlted Nations cotnnlssion on Internat'lonal Trade r'aw' in
partlcular-G.G-rklng croup on the New Internatlonal Economic Order, to continue
to trr. account of the relevant provisions of the resolutlons concernlng the new

lnternational econonic order, as adoPbetl by the General Assenbly at its sixth and

seventh speclat sessions;

4. Takes note ttlth appreciatlon of the comPletlon by the [hited Nations
connissionffi Ehrough iti working Group on the New

International Ebonornic Order, of the e:(anlnation of studles of clauses in contracts
for the supply ancl construction of .l'arge induatrlal $orks, preParatory to lhe



A/ 37 / 620
&rglish
Page 4

comnencement of work on alrafting a legal guide ldentlfying the legal iasues
lnvolved in such contracts and suggestlng possible solutions to aasist partles, inparticular frdn developing countrles, in thelr negotiationsi 3,/

5. Notes that the lrnited Nationg Cdnmi€slon on Internatlonal Trade Law has
adopted a recomnended provleion for a unlversal unit of account for expressing
monetary anounts in lnternational transport and liability convent ions and t$o
alternatlve recomnended provlsions foE the adjuetnent of the linits of tiability in
such conventionsi l/

6. Notes with appreciatlon that the United Nations Cosunission on
International Trade Lar., has approved recomnended guidelines for arbitralinstitutions and other relevant bodies to asslst them in aatopt ing procedures for
acting as apPointing authority or for providing adninistrative services in cases to
be conducted under the Conu0isaion I s Arbitration Rrles, 5/

7. ReaffinE the mandate of the United Nations Corunission on International
Trade taw as the core legar body wlthin the tnited Nations systen in the fietd of
lnternationar trade law to co-ordinate tegar activlties in this fierd in order to
avoid dupllcation. of efforts and to prqnote efflciencyr consistency and coherenceln the unification and hannonization of internationaf trade 1aw, and, ln thls
cqrnection:

(a) r{ecomnends that the lhited Natlons connlsslon'on hternationar Trade raw
should contlnue to naintain close co-operation with the other ineernational organs
and orgeniuations" active in tbe field of international trade ravr, in partlcurar,
the ttnlted Nations conference on Trade and Development, the rnternati;nal Law.
conmlssion, the unlted Nations rndustrial Development orqanization and the
Conmission on ?ransnational Corporationsi

(b) Reaffirns the inportance of the participati.on of observers frdtr all
states and interesEed international organizations at sessions of the United Natiqrs
Corunisslon on Internatlonal Trade Iaw and its l,{orking croupsi

8. Reafflrms the importance of bringing lnto effect the convent ion s
enanating from the work of the United Nations Conulission on International Trade Iaw
for the global unificatlon and harmonization of international trade lan;

9. Reaffirns also the inportance, in particular for the developing
countriesr of the $ork of the United Natlons cornnission on fnternational Trade Law

1/

!/
v

IbId., paras.

&1i. r Paras.

IE r Patas'

90-97 .

5I-53, see also draft resolution II below.

7 4-85.
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concerned \dith training and aEslstance in the fieltl of international trade law and
the atesirability for the Comnlssion to sponsor symposia and seminars, in particular
those organized on a reglonal basis, to Prdnote training and assistance in the
fLeld of lnternational- tr ade law, and, ln thLs connectlon:

(a) !{blcdnea the decision of the uiritecl Nations Commiasion on International
Trade l-aw to continue to explore various posglbilities of coltaborating with other
organizations and institutions in the organization of regional semLnars and alao to
use those occasions for lhe prqnotion of 1ega1 texts enranating frdtr the tlork of the
Corunissiont

(b) s<presses its appreciation !o those States that have made financial
contrlbutiona to be used towards the financlng of qtrnposia and seminars and of
otber aspects of the training and assistance programne of the ttnited Nations
Comnlasion on Internatlonal Traale Lawt

(c) E{presses lts appreclation to those covernments and institutlons that are
arrarqlng semLnars or sympos ia ln the field of internatlonal trade law, and

endorses the reque€t of the ulited Natlons Connieslon on Internatlonal' Trade Lart

that its secretariat be supplied with coPies of Papers or proceedings in connection
with these sernl.nars or slaiiposia in order to assist in the further planning of
reglonal serninar si

(d) Invites Goverrunentsr relevant lrnited Natlons organE, organizationst
institutions afld inalivlduals t! assist lhe secretariat of the lrnited Nation€
comrission on International Tr ade Law in financing and orqanizlng sfoPosia and
seminarsi

10. RecoEtrends that the tnlled Natlons Cofiunisslon on International Trade Law

should conffiE-IEs "ork on the toPics included in its programrne of workt

ll. Reaffirms the importance of the progranune of work of the Lliited Natlons
cormission on International Trade LaHi

]L2. Reaffirms also the importance of ttre increasing role of the International
Trade lar,, aranctl of the bffice of l€ga1 Affalrs of the Secretariat ae the
substantive secretariat of the tnited Natlons CollllniBslon on International Trade Iaw
in asslstlng in the lrnplenentation of the vork Progranne of the conmissiont

13. Requests the secretary-General Eo forward to the ttnited t'lat ions
Cornmiss ion;n l-nternatlonal Trade I€n the records of the dlscusslon at the
thLrty-seventh sesslon of the General Assenbly 'relating to the report of the
cdrnisaion on the \rork of lts flfteenth session.
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DRAFT RESOI,UTION II

The ceneral Assembly,

Recognizinq that many internatlonal traneport and liability conventions of
both a global and a regional character contain linitation of liability provlslons,
vrherein lhe limication of liablllty ls expressed in a unit of account,

!g!lg that the anount fixed in such a convent lon aa the linitation of
liability may becone seriously affected over time by changes in monetary values,
thereby destroying the intended balance of the convention as adoPted '

Believinq that a preferred unit of account for nany conventlons, particularly
for those of global application, should be the special drawing right as deternined
by the International Monetary Fund,

Ee ing of the opinion that the conventions should, in any event, contain a
provision which would facilitate the adjustment of the llnit of liability to
changes in monetary values,

Taking into consideration any preferential agreenents between the states
concerned t

Igllng that the Ltnited Nations Conmission on International Trade law has
adopted a provision for a universal unit of account for expressing monetary amounts
in inLernational transport and liabllity conventions and two alternative provisions
for the adjustment of llmlts of llabillty in such conventlons, ly

l. Recorunends that, in the preparation of future internatlonal conventions
conEaining limitation of liability provislons or ln the revlslon of existing
conventions, the unit of account provislon as adopted by the tnited Nations
Cornrnission on International Trade Law should be usedt

2. Recommends furthe! that in such conventlons one of the t\to alternative
provisions for adjustment of the llmitation of liability as adoPted by the unitea
Nations comnission on International Trade Law should be used.

official Records of the ceneral
Supplenent r.I - , Para.


