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I. IN1RODTrcTION

I. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1982, the ceneral Assembly decided
to include in its agehda the item entitled:

nlnternational Covenants on lluman Rights:

'(a) Ibport of the Human Rights Coi nitteet

" (b) status of the International. Covenant on Econonic, Social €ind cul-tural
Rights' the International Covenant on Clvil and Fol.iCical Rights and tlle
OPtional Protocol to the International Co\renant on Civil and Political
Rights! report of the secre tary-Gener al I

" (c) Publicity for the work of the Eunan Rights Corunitteer feport of the
Secretary-cener al,

" (d) Elaboratlon of a second optlonal protocol to the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolitioh of the death
penaltyr report of the se cre tary-Gener aI. n

and to aLlocate it to the Third Comnittee.

2. The C@nittee considered this iten jointly with itens 84. 85. 85 and 88 at its
47th, 50th to 53rd, 55th, 56th, 58th, 54th and 67th rneetlngs, on 18, 23r 24,26.
30 Novenber and 6 and 7 Decenber 1982. An account of the discussion of the
Comnittee is c.ontained in the relevant sumnary records (VC.3/37/5R.47, 50-53'
55-56, 58, 64 and 62).
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3. The Comrittee had bcfore it t}|€ folloning docunentacion:

(r) Report of the f,urrn Rights Cormitteel !r/
(b) Strtua of the fntarmtional Covenant on F.Eononic, Social and Cultural

Rightsr thr rnternatiotlll co{tcnant on Civil and Political Righcs and the
optional Protocol to thc International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rightst rcpoEt of the secr etary-Geher aI (4/37/406, t

(c) Elaboratlon of a aacond optional protocol to the International covenant
on Civil end Politicr'l Rights, alning ae the abolition of the death
Pena.Ltyt report of the Se cr€ tary-Gener al (A/ 37/ 4O7 and Add.l) t

(d) Publicity for the Hork of the Eunan Rights cotnnittee: report of the
Se cre tary-Gcn er tL (V37/19Or,

(e) Report of thc Econdt ic and Social Council, g/ chaPter III, section I
(A/37/3 (Part II))r chapter v, section A' ard chaptet vII (A/3'1/3
(Part I) ),

(f) Letter datcd 25 oc tobcr 1982 fron the Chairnan of the Hurnan Rights
Conmittec to th. E.crctery-Genaral lA/C.3/37/6) |

(g) I€tter alated 18 oc tober 1982 fron thc Permanent Representative of
Denocratic Kat)uchcr to the United Nations addressed to the
S€ cre tary-Gen ct tL (A./ 37/ 551-s/15 {60) t

(h) Ietter datad 9 Novcscr 1982 fron the Pernanent Representative of
Democratic NaEtrnrchar to the Unitcd Nations addressed to the
sccrctary-Gen ar aL (A/37 / 60 9-sl154 86 ) '

{. At the 47th rneeting, on l8 l'lovember ' the special Assistant to the Director of
tha ccntre for Hunrn &igtlt3 rnd. an introductory statenent.

II. @IISIDTRATION OF PROPOSAIS

A. Drrft resolution A/c.3/37lI-.51

3. At the 58th macting on 30 Novenber, the rcPresentative of Denrnark introduced a

draft r€solut ion lA/c.3/37/L.5I) cntitled "rnternational covenants on hunan
rldrts', sponsored by Au6tral:!i, thc central Afr ican Repubfic, costa Rica' q/prus,

U To be issued as
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Dennar k, Ecuador, Finland, ftalv, the Netherlands, Nicaragua, Norrfay, peru,
Senegal, and Sweden, subsequently joined by lceland. In introducing the drrft
resolution' the representative of Denmar k oralll, reviecd op€rativc paragraph 13 by
replacing the words nto make the arrangements' by thc r*orda 'to consider rnaking
arrangenents", after the rrords nreguests the Secretary-General ".
6. At the 6?th neeting, on ? Decenbcr r the representative of D€nnark furthcr
orally revised the draft resolution by inserting thc rords .and the CotElittee ott
the Elirnination of Discrinination against womcn' aftcr t}|c nords 'the Ccmnittcc on
the Ellmlnation of Racial Discrinlnrtion' in opcrati.vr paragral*r 11.

7. Canada then joined in sponsoring the revleed draft resolutlon.

8. At the sane rneeting, the Director of thc Centra for Hu .n Rights rtade r
statement on the attninistrative and financial itnplicrtiona of tbe drrft reEolutio$.

9. At the same l€eting, the Comdttee adopted thc drrft rcsolution, as or.lly
revised, vrithout a vote (see para. 13, draft resolutlon I).

B. Draft resoLution A/C.3/37lL.60 rnd Rcv.l

10. At the 64th neeting, on 6 DecerRber, the represcntrtivG of the Federaf ReF-lblic
of Germany introduced a draft resolution (MC.3/37/L.5O) cntitled 'Capital
punishment", sponsored by Austria, Costa n.lca, per rrk, thr .EgElg-igg_E&.EI1g,
Germanv, Federal Republic of , .@., l-ElI, tna &@i, Nicarqgua, !9El!gI.'
Portugal, Spain, S$eden and Sggl as rvell as Cape Vcrde, Frrnce, Iceland, Panlalr
and Solorrbn I slands.

11. At the 67th meeting, on 7 Decenber, tle r€prescntativc of the Fcderal R.publlc
of Gernany introduced a revised draft reaol-ution (UC.3/37 / L.5olRev. 1) tponsorGd by
Austria, Cape verde, Costa Rlca, Dcnnark, the Dominican RcDublic, @, GGf ntr{,
Federal Republic ofr 9-S., Iceland, Italy, Luxcr$ourg, the lglEblgg,
Nicaragua, ll'orwav, Panana. Portugal, Solcmon Islands, Ep!.i!, g!g&! and Uruguay rs
well as Honduras. The revisions called for!

(a) Deletion of the first three prearnbular paragraphs, which readr

"Havinq regard to Article 3 of the Universal Declaration of HurIan Rightg
and Article 6 of the fnternational Covenant on Civil and Politicrl Right8
which protect everyoners right to lifc.

'Noting its resolution 285? (XXVI) of 20 Dcc€nbar 1971,

'41nd!u1 of lts resolution 32,/61 of I Dacer$€r L)17,'t

(b) Insertion of the words "and fortietb" after 'thirty-ninth" operatlve
Paragraph 2t and

(c) Replacernent of the r,'ords ithirty-eighth sossion' bV 'thirty-ninth
sessionn in operative paragraphs 2 ard 3.
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12. At the same meeting, the ConnitCee adopted draft resolution
A/C.3/37 /L.6OlRev.1 by a recorded vote of SZ Eo 23, hrith 53 abstentions (see
para. 131 draft resolutlon II).

The voting was as follorrs:

In favour: Argentina, Atstralia. Auslria, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma,
Canada, Cape Verde, Chite, Colonbia, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Dennark,
Doninican Republic, Ecuador, Fiji, Finland, France, cabon,
Gernany, Federal Republic of, Greece, Grenadal cuatenala,
Ilondurasr lcelandp Ireland, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Japan,
I(enya, LuxeDbourg, l,l,auritania, Mexico, Netberlandsl Ner Zealand,
Nlsaragua, l,lorvray, Panama, Papua llew Guinea, Peru, Portugal,
Stru.ln, Sur inatfE, Sweden, Togo, Turkey, United Klngdom of Great
Brltain and ttorthern Ireland, United States of Anerica, Uruguay,
Venezuela.

Against3 Afghanistan, Eahrain, Burundi, Guineal Iran (Islamic
Republic of), fraq, .fordah, Ku$ait, Lebanonr Libyan Arab
Janahlriya, Malaysial Nigeria, Qranr Philippines, Qatar, Saudi
Afabia, Sierra I€one, Singapore, Sonalia, Sudan, Syrian Arab
Republic, United Arab Enirates, yemen.

Abstainingt Algeria, Angola, Bahanas, Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan,
Botswana, Bulgaria, Byelorussian soviet soclallst Republlc,
Central African Republic, Chad, Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia,
Egypt, EI SaLvador, Ethiopla, cernan Democratic Republic,
Guinea-Bissau, cuyana, Hungary, India, Janaica, Lesotho, Liberia,
Madagascar, l,ta larri, !,fali, Mongolia, l,lorocco, Nepal, Niger,
Paklstan, Paraguay, PoJ-and, Ronania, Rnanda, Senegal-, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Union of soviet socialist Republics' United
RePublic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upp€r Volta.
Viet Nan, Yugoslavia, ?airer Zambia.

III. IECOUI{ENDATIONS OF THE THIRD COMI{I TTEE

13. The Thlrd Comnittee recordiends to the General Assenbly the adoption of the
following draf t resolution63

DRAFT RESOLUT ION I

International Covenants on Hunan Rights

The ceneral Assenbly '
Recallinq its resolutions 33,/51 of 14 Decenber 19?8, 34/45 of

23 Novenlrer L979. 35/J32 of Ll December 1980 and 36/55 of 25 Novenber 1981,
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Having noted the rep,ort of the Secretary-ceneral on the Etatua of the
rnternational covenant on Economic, social and culturar Rights. the rnternational
Covenant on Civil and Political R:ights and the Optional protocol to the
Internatlonal Covenant on Civil and political Rtdlt€,9/

Notlng trl th appreciation that, folloning it6 appeal-, more tbnber States have
acceded to tlre International Covenants on Hunan Right6,

Bearinq in nind the lmportant responsibir ities of the Ecotromlc and social
Council in relation to Ure Internatlonal Conenants on Hunan Ri9ht6,

Recoqnizinq the inportant role of itre llunan Rights Cotrmittee in tbe
itnpletnentation of tbe International Covenant on Civil and Political Rlghts and the
Optional Pro tocol thereto,

Taking into account the useful work of the sessional norklng croup of
@vernnental Baperts on the rmplementation of the rnternationaL covenant on
Econdnlc, Social and CulturaL Rigtrts.

Taking note of Econdtic and Soclal councll resolution 1980,/30 of 2 l,tay 19gO onthe developrEnt of public infornation actlvlties in the field of hunan rlghts andthe reDort of tl|e Secretary-ceneral on the publlcity for the work of the ttul|an
Rights Conndttee, !/

l. Note6 with appreciation the report of the Human Rights cdnittee on its
fourteenth, fifteenth and sixteenth seasLons, 9/ and expreEaes Eatiaflction at theserlous and constructive nanner in which the c;nmittee is continulng to undertakeits functlonst

2. Expres6es its appreciation to the states parties to the rnternatronal
Covenant on Civil and Politlcal Rights that have extended their co-operation to the
Itunan Rights conrnittee in submitting thelr reports under article 40 of the Covenant
and urges states partles thab have not yet done so to €ubrnit thelr {eporta to the
Cotmittee as speedily as possiblet

3. I4E the States partie€ to the International Covenant on Civil andPolitlcal Rlghts that have been reguested by the HurEn Rights connittee to prorride
additlonal. infornation to cdnply rrith that requesrt

A/37/406.
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4. Conmends the States partiea to tbe Internatl.onal Covenant on Econonic,
Social and cultural Rigbts that have subrnitt€d their reports under article 16 of
the Covenant and urges states that have nbt yet done so to submit their reports as
soon as possiblet

5. Takes note of Econorn ic and Social resolutlon L982/33 of 6 t4ay 1982
concerning the review of the conPosition, organization and administrative
arrangenents of the sessional t{orking GrouP of Governtnental E(perts on tbe
Implenentation of the Internatj.onal Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cultural
Rights,

5. Ehphasizes the imporEance of stales partles sending exPerts to present
their reports under the International Covenants on Human Rightst

7. Aqain invites all States tllat have not yet done so to become Parties to
the International covenant on Econonlc, Social and cultural Rights and the
International covenant on civil and Political Rigbts as well as to consider
acceding to the optional Protocol to the International covenant on civil and
PoIi t j.cat Rightst

8. Invites the states parties to the Internationat covenant on Civil and
political Rights to consider naking the declaration Provided for in article 4l of
the Covenanti

9, Appreciates that t}e Hunan Rights comnittee continues to strive for
uniforrn stanaarai in the implementation of the provisions of the Internatlonal
covenant on Civil and Political Rigtrts and of the oPtional Protocol theretot

10. Enphasizes the importance of the strictest cornPliance by States parties
with ttr e ir-66ti9aUions under the International Covenant on Civil and Potitical
Rights and, where aPplicable, the Qrtional Protocol theretot

11. Requests the se cre tary-Ge ner al to continue to keep the Hunan Rights
committee inforlEd of the activities of the conrnission on Hutnan Rights, the
SuFCommission on Prevention of Discrinination and Prolection of Minorities, the
corudttee on the Elinination of Facial Discrinination and the corunlttee on the
Elimination of Discrinination against Women and also to transtnit the annual rePorts
of the llunan Rights comnittee to these bodies'

l^2. Resuests the Se cre tary-Ge ner aI to subrnit to the General Assenbly at its
thirty-eighth session a report on the status of the International covenaht on
Economic, social and Cultural Rights, the International covenant on Civil and
potitical Rights and the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights t

13. Takes note witi apprecj.ation of the request of the Hunan Rights conmittee
that its official records be rl€de available annually in bound volumes - one volune
to contain the sununary records of public meetings of the Cornrnittee and a second

volune to contain other public docunents of the coruni ttee, including rePorts of
States parties under article 40 of t}|e Covenant - and requests the
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secretary-General to conslder rnaking arrangenents wlthin existing resources which
he deens the tnost suitable and economical for pr.lblishing these annual volumesl

14. Requests the secretary-General to continue to take a1l possible steps to
enaure that the Centre for Human Rights of the Secretariat is able to assist
effecti.vely the Human Rlghts Conunittee and the Econornic and Soclal council in the
inplenentatlon of their respectlve functions under the International Covenants on
guman Rights, taking into account ceneraL Assenbly resolutiona 3534 (xxx)
of 17 Decenber 1975 and 3U93 of 14 Decenber 1976.

DRAFg RESOLI}T ION II

Capital punishment

The General Assefiblyt

Recalling its decision 35/437 of 15 Decernber 1980 and its resolution 36/59 of
25 Noveiber I98I concernlng the idea of elaborating a draft of a second optional
prococo.l to the Internatlonal Covenant on civil and Political Rights' aiming at the
abolitlon of the death penalty,

]. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Generall 6/

2. Requests the Conmriasion on HunEn Rights to consider the idea of
elaborating a draft of a second optional protocol to the International Covenant on
civll and Political Rights, aining at t}te abolltion of the death penalty, at its
thirtfninti and fortieth sessions, taking lnto account the documents considered by
the General Assetrbly on this subject as well as the views of the Governnents
thereon, and to sutmit th rough the Economic and Social Council a report to the
AsBerSIy at its ttlirty-ninth seaeiont

3. Decides to resule at its tiirty-nlnth session, under the itesr entitledrlnternational Covenants on Hutoan Rights"p the consideration of the idea of
elaborating a draft of a second optional protocol to Che International covenant on
civil and political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty, with a
view to considering what steps nay be taken in tlis area.

9/ A/37/ 4O7 and Add.l.


