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Note by the Chair

1.  The Disarmament and International Security Committee (First Committee) held
its meetings during the seventy-sixth session of the General Assembly against the
background of the continuing health crisis that made it necessary to take important
measures in order to safeguard the health and safety of delegates and the staff of the
Secretariat, while fulfilling the responsibilities attributed to the Committee.

2.  The physical distance guidelines and constraints related to the coronavirus
disease (COVID-19) pandemic had an impact on the logistical resources available for
the work of the Committee, with a decrease in the number of meetings and thus the
shortening of its programme of work.

3. As a result of these circumstances, and in order to make it possible for all
delegations to express their views on all items on the agenda, the Committee decided
that statements on the thematic clusters could be presented in-person, written form or
as pre-recorded statements. While in-person statements would be included in the
verbatim records and longer versions of those statements posted to the eStatements
portal, written submissions* for the thematic discussions and in exercise of the right
of reply would be included in a compendium, to be issued as an official document of
the Committee, in the language of submission.

4. The Committee adopted this decision regarding the modalities of work for its
seventy-sixth session at its plenary meeting of 30 September 2021.

5. It is my hope that the present compendium will be a valuable instrument for all
delegations that have taken part in the deliberations of the seventy-sixth session of
the First Committee, and might also serve as a tool for future occasions when
circumstances might make such an approach useful.

Omar Hilale (Morocco)

* The statements contained in the present compendium are circulated in the languages of E E
submission only and without formal editing and are reproduced as shared by the concerned -
delegation. : Iy ]
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WRITTEN STATEMENT SUBMITTED BY BRUNEI DARUSSALAM
ON BEHALF OF THE ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS (ASEAN)
THEMATIC DEBATE ON CLUSTER 6: REGIONAL DISARMAMENT AND SECURITY
THE FIRST COMMITTEE OF THE 76TH SESSION OF THE
UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Mr. Chair,

1. I have the honour to submit this statement on behalf of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).

2. ASEAN recognises the unprecedented challenges endured by our region and the world including by the
COVID-19 pandemic that has impacted the well-being and prosperity of the people of ASEAN and the world.

3. In light of this, we underscore the importance of further strengthening ASEAN Centrality and unity in our
engagement with ASEAN’s external partners, including through ASEAN-led mechanisms such as the East Asia
Summit (EAS), ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) and ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting Plus (ADMM-Plus).

4. We reiterate our adherence to the fundamental principles and purposes enshrined in the ASEAN Charter and
Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia in upholding a rules-based regional order anchored in
international law. This includes collectively underscoring the importance of strengthening international and
regional cooperation in nuclear disarmament and peaceful uses of nuclear energy. In this regard, we will highlight
three main items on regional disarmament that are of interest to ASEAN, as follows.

A. Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disarmament

5. We reaffirm our strong support to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) and urge all
States Parties to renew their commitment to the full implementation of the NPT and look forward to the Review
Conference next January 2022.

6. The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), which entered into force on 22 January 2021,
provides that each State Party undertakes never under any circumstance to develop, test, produce, manufacture,
otherwise acquire, possess or stockpile nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices. The TPNW is a
historic agreement which contributes towards global nuclear disarmament and complements other existing
nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation instruments.

7. In our region, we reiterate our commitment to preserve the Southeast Asian region as a Nuclear Weapon-Free
Zone and free of all other weapons of mass destruction as enshrined in the Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear
Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ Treaty) and the ASEAN Charter.

8. Thus, we stress the importance of the full and effective implementation of the Treaty and reaffirm our
commitment to continuously engage the Nuclear Weapon States and intensify efforts of all parties to resolve all
outstanding issues in accordance with the objectives and principles of the SEANWFZ Treaty.

9. We recognise the importance of regional nuclear-weapon-free-zones to the nuclear disarmament efforts and
continue to support ongoing efforts towards the establishment of such zones, especially in the Middle East.

10. We also urge all concerned parties to resume peaceful dialogue and continue working towards the realisation
of lasting peace and stability in a complete, verifiable, and irreversible denuclearised Korean Peninsula and
reiterate our readiness to play a constructive role, including through utilising ASEAN-led platforms such as the
ASEAN Regional Forum in promoting a conducive atmosphere to peaceful dialogue among the concerned
parties.
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B. Peaceful uses of nuclear energy

11. In this endeavor, we advance our efforts among others through collaboration between ASEAN and the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) particularly after signing the Practical Arrangements (PA) on
Cooperation in the Areas of Nuclear Science and Technology and Applications, Nuclear Safety, Security and
Safeguards, in September 2019. We welcome its progress through the convening of relevant activities and
initiatives, including through the implementation of Nuclear Technology for Controlling Plastic Pollution
(NUTEC) project in South-East Asia Region to address global plastic pollution.

12. We underscore the importance of the ASEAN Network of Regulatory Bodies on Atomic Energy
(ASEANTOM) and welcomed the outcomes of the 7th and 8th Annual Meetings of the ASEANTOM in
November 2020 and July 2021 respectively that discussed ways to enhance cooperation among the nuclear
regulatory bodies and further strengthen nuclear safety, security, and safeguards in the region. In this regard, we
welcome the finalisation of the ASEAN Protocol for Emergency Response Preparedness to a Nuclear or
Radiological Emergency by the ASEANTOM in July 2021. The Protocol, which was jointly developed by
ASEANTOM and the IAEA, is aimed to strengthen the coordination of ASEAN Member States for preparing and
responding to nuclear of radiological emergencies in ASEAN countries or elsewhere potentially having an impact
on the region, in the areas of information sharing, assessment, support for decision making and public
communications.

C. ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF)

13. We note with satisfaction the progress of cooperation in the ARF and reiterate the importance of the ARF as a
key platform for dialogue and consultation on regional political and security issues of common intere st and
concern.

14. ASEAN welcomes the implementation of the ARF Hanoi Plan of Action II (2020-2025) and look forward to
further discussions on developing a vision for the ARF after 2025. In this regard, we look forward to Cambodia’s
Chairmanship of the 29th ARF and ASEAN Regional Forum Security Policy Conference (ASPC) in 2022.

Mr. Chair,

15. In conclusion, we remain committed to the obligations under instruments on nuclear disarmament and non -
proliferation that ASEAN Member States are signatories or Party to. ASEAN reaffirms its commitment to be
future-ready for any security challenges and to enhance our cooperation with the international community to
advance our shared goal of a world free of nuclear weapons. Thank you.
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WRITTEN STATEMENT
SUBMITTED BY THE KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA
ON BEHALF OF THE MEMBERS OF
THE ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS (ASEAN)

FIRST COMMITTEE OF THE SEVENTY-SIXTH SESSION OF
THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY

CLUSTER STATEMENT ON CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS

This written statement is submitted on behalf of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).

During this uncertain Covid-19 pandemic, protracted conflicts and rising political tensions, ASEAN is gravely
concerned with illicit proliferation of conventional weapons throughout the world, which contributes to violence and
instability, perpetuates poverty, and undermines human welfare. The use of small arms in conflicts situations results in
over 200,000 civilian deaths each year. It affects the livelihood and economy of the local people and creates tremendous
pressure on the local government as well as the surrounding regions.

ASEAN believes that in order to maintain our peace, stability, and sustainable development, effective regulation and
control of conventional weapons is necessary. ASEAN reiterates that the implementation of relevant international
agreements on conventional weapons should be in conformity with fundamental principles of the United Nations
Charter and international law, with States bearing the primary role. At the same time, ASEAN also acknowledges that
States have its sovereign rights to acquire and manage their conventional inventory for self-defense as well as
safeguarding national security.

ASEAN strongly believes that consistent international action is one of the key steps towards disarmament. ASEAN
remains interested in the continued developments of various frameworks and international legally binding instruments,
including the Seventh Conference of States Parties to the Arms Trade Treaty. We also look forward to the convening
of the Nineteen Meeting of the States Parties to the Anti-personnel Mine Ban Convention to be held in the Hague, next
month.

ASEAN welcomes the outcome document of the July 2021 Seventh Biennial Meeting of States to Consider the
Implementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and
Light Weapons in All Its Aspects and Its International Tracing Instrument. ASEAN trusts that this outcome would guide
us in enhancing global efforts in regulating the flow of such weapons and combating the illicit trade of types of weapons
at the national, regional, and international levels.

To this end, ASEAN has been diligently working to reinforce the disarmament machinery in the region and beyond.
We continue to address arms smuggling through the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Transhational Crime and the
ASEAN Regional Forum. Moreover, the annual meetings of ASEAN Police Chiefs enable stronger regional cooperation
in transnational crime investigations. At the same time, the ASEAN Forensic Science Institute helps promote the
exchange of information on forensic investigations related to illicit arms. Through these mechanisms, ASEAN has been
able to work effectively to combat the smuggling of small arms and light weapons as well as other related-transnational
crimes in the region.

We look forward to the 1st Senior Officials’ Meeting of the Central Authorities on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal
Matters (SOM-MLAT) to be convened by Brunei Darussalam in the last quarter of 2021 to discuss various issues in
ensuring the effective implementation of the MLAT and strengthening the AMS capacity to combat transnational
crimes.

There is a need to address the threat posed by improvised explosive devices (IEDs), particularly by non-state actors.
ASEAN notes the outcomes of the Annual Conference of High Contracting Parties of the Second Amended Protocol to
the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW), and that the CCW is tackling potential threats arising from
lethal autonomous weapons systems (LAWS), including possible acquisition by armed non-state actors. To counter
these threats, a robust and future-proof legally-binding instrument is needed.
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10.

11.

The ASEAN Regional Mine Action Centre, located in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, was established as a Regional Centre
of excellence to address the humanitarian aspects of unexploded ordnance and explosive remnants of war. The Centre
provides medical and rehabilitation assistance to victims and conducts research and community awareness about the
danger and incidents posed by landmines. The Centre continues to work closely with the United Nations Mine Action
Service and the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining towards achieving our common objective, of
saving lives. ASEAN welcomed the convening of ARMAC’s hybrid workshop on “Achieving Sustainable and Inclusive
Development in Landmine/ERW Affected Countries” in Siem Reap, Cambodia, in July 2021.

To rescue our people, particularly women and children from the devastating effects of land mines, it is important that
demining projects should be developed with a holistic approach to include victim-support and strong community
development focus. ASEAN calls upon all States Parties, particularly developed countries, and the international
community to provide necessary financial, technical, and humanitarian assistance for the reintegration and rehabilitation
of the victims.

In conclusion, ASEAN reaffirms its strong commitment to combating the illicit trade of conventional weapons and calls
upon all states to join hands to stop their illegal trading activities to ensure that we all are safe, and our developmental
efforts will continue without disruption.
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(Translation)

Written Statement by the Chinese Delegation
at the Thematic Discussion on Nuclear Weapons
at the First Committee of the 76th Session of the UNGA
(New York, 22 October 2021)

Mr. Chairman,

The global strategic security situation is undergoing profound and complex adjustment, and the international
nuclear disarmament regime is facing unprecedented challenges. The US has been constantly hyping up major-
power competition, strengthening military alliances, making significant investment in upgrading its nuclear triad,
and developing and deploying low-yield nuclear weapons. It also seeks to deploy intermediate-range missiles in
Asia-Pacific and Europe, develops and deploys global missile defense system, and plans to deploy anti-missile
interceptors in outer space, in the pursuit of absolute advantages in both offensive and defensive military
capabilities. All these negative moves have posed severe threats to regional security, undermined global strategic
balance and stability, and seriously hindered global nuclear disarmament process.

Under the current circumstances, the international community should jointly promote the international nuclear
disarmament process, maintain global strategic stability, and foster a community of universal security with a
shared future for humankind.

First, we should continue to uphold the international consensus on nuclear disarmament. Nuclear disarmament
should be a fair and reasonable process of gradual and balanced reduction on the basis of maintaining global
strategic stability and undiminished security for all. The US and Russia, as the two largest nuclear-weapon states,
should further substantially reduce their nuclear arsenals in a verifiable, irreversible and legally-binding manner
in line with consensus reached by the international community, with the view to creating the conditions for
realizing complete and thorough nuclear disarmament. The US should conduct the nuclear posture review in a
responsible manner, stop provoking major-power confrontation, redress its wrong moves to seek overwhelming
military advantages, abandon development or deployment of the global missile defense system, and refrain from
deploying intermediate-range missiles in the Asia-Pacific and Europe, so as to contribute its share to preventing
nuclear arms races and maintaining strategic stability.

Second, we should uphold the international nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation regime. The international
community should take the 10th Review Conference of the NPT as an opportunity to promote nuclear
disarmament, non-proliferation and peaceful uses of nuclear energy as the three pillars of the NPT, honor the
commitments and consensus of previous review conferences, facilitate political and diplomatic settlement of
regional nuclear hot-spot issues, and promote international cooperation on the peaceful uses of nuclear energy.
We should support the development of the CTBT verification system, promote the entry into force of the Treaty
as early as possible, and honor the moratorium on nuclear tests before the Treaty’s entry into force. We should
support the Conference on Disarmament (CD) in the negotiation of a Fissile Material Cut-Off Treaty (FMCT) in
accordance with the mandate contained in the Shannon Report (CD/1299), on the basis of a comprehensive and
balanced Program of Work. We should firmly uphold the authority and effectiveness of the CD, the First
Committee of the UNGA and other multilateral arms control mechanisms, and refrain from resorting to any
exclusive cliques that may undermine their authority.

Third, we should diminish the role of nuclear weapons in national security doctrines. Nuclear-weapon states
should reaffirm that “A nuclear war cannot be won and must never be fought”, abandon nuclear deterrence
policies based on the first-use of nuclear weapons, conclude a multilateral treaty on mutual no-first-use of nuclear
weapons, provide unconditional negative and positive security assurances to all non-nuclear-weapon states, and
negotiate an international legally-binding instrument in this regard. In addition, nuclear-weapon states should
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reaffirm that they will not target nuclear weapons at any State, in order to enhance strategic mutual trust.
Relevant nuclear-weapon states should put an end to the policies and practices of nuclear umbrella and nuclear
sharing, and withdraw all nuclear weapons deployed in other countries.

Fourth, we should take a holistic approach to address new factors affecting strategic stability. The military
applications of emerging technologies related to outer space, cyberspace, artificial intelligence and other areas
have brought increasing implications on strategic stability. The international community should carry out in-depth
studies on such implications and formulate relevant international rules. At the same time, unnecessary obstacles
to peaceful uses and international cooperation should be avoided to ensure that developing countries have
legitimate access to the dividends of technological development.

Mr. Chairman,

Nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation are interconnected. China wishes to remind all parties that the
decision of the US, the UK and Australia to develop cooperation on nuclear-powered submarines flagrantly
violates the spirit of NPT. It directly involves the transfer of highly enriched uranium (HEU) to Australia, a non-
nuclear-weapon State, and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), under its current safeguards system,
is unable to effectively verify whether Australia will divert HEU to the production of nuclear weapons. The act of
the three countries have posed direct risks of nuclear proliferation. Moreover, what the US and the UK have done
once again reveals their “double standards™ approach all along on nuclear export, and will stimulate others to
follow suit. It will complicate the political and diplomatic settlement of regional nuclear hot-spot issues by
bringing in new factors, and inflict persistent damages on the international non-proliferation regime. The
international community should urge the three countries to change course and put an end to such an irresponsible
behavior.

China is seriously concerned about the collision incident of a US nuclear submarine taking place in early October
in the South China Sea. It took the US side five days to come up with a vague statement, which made no
reference to whether the accident has caused nuclear leakage or nuclear safety concern. Such lack of transparency
on the US side could lead to misunderstanding and miscalculation. China and other countries surrounding the
South China Sea cannot help but ask what truly happened and question the US intention. The US side should take
concerns of all parties in a serious manner, adopt a responsible attitude, and give a detailed account of what
happened as soon as possible.

Mr. Chairman,

China is committed to the path of peaceful development and the nuclear strategy of self-defense. China has all
along advocated complete prohibition and thorough destruction of nuclear weapons, adhered to the policy of no-
first-use of nuclear weapons at any time and under any circumstances, and made a clear commitment not to use or
threaten to use nuclear weapons against non-nuclear-weapon states or nuclear-weapon-free zones. China is the
only nuclear-weapon state that has made and honored such commitments. China has never deployed nuclear
weapons abroad, never participated in any form of nuclear arms race, and has always kept its nuclear force at the
minimum level required for national security. These measures per se are important contributions to global peace
and security.

China has taken an active part in the P5 cooperation. China is actively promoting the P5 to issue a joint statement
on the prevention of nuclear war, in which the formula that “a nuclear war cannot be won and must never be
fought” will be reaffirmed. The second phase of the P5 Working Group on the Glossary of Key Nuclear Terms led
by China has yielded substantive results. China has actively coordinated the restart of dialogues between P5 and
ASEAN countries on the Protocol to the Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone. China is also
engaged in discussions with the other P4 on nuclear policies and doctrines, reduction of strategic risks, FMCT,
peaceful uses of nuclear energy, etc. with the aim of submitting tangible results to the tenth NPT review
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conference. As the international security situation is getting more and more complex, China holds the view that
the P5 should continue dialogue and cooperation on all major issues concerning strategic stability.

China supports international nuclear disarmament with concrete actions. China takes an active part in the NPT
review process and will submit an updated version of its national report. China supports the purposes and
objectives of the CTBT, honors its commitment to the moratorium on nuclear tests, and is committed to
promoting the early entry into force of the Treaty. As the second largest contributor to the CTBT Prepcom, China
supports the development of the International Monitoring System, and has built ten CTBT monitoring stations
and one radionuclide lab, among which five certified stations have started real-time data transmission, thus
making a positive contribution to the preparation of treaty compliance. China believes full and effective
verification measures are important technical guarantee for achieving the ultimate goal of complete prohibition
and thorough destruction of nuclear weapons, and will continue to take an active part in the work of the new UN
Group of Governmental Experts (GGE) to consider the role of verification in advancing nuclear disarmament.

Mr. Chairman,

In conclusion, I wish to stress once again that China is committed to working hand in hand with the rest of the
international community to make unremitting efforts towards achieving the lofty goal of complete prohibition and
thorough destruction of nuclear weapons.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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(Translation)

Written Statement by the Chinese Delegation
at the Thematic Discussion on Other Weapons of Mass Destruction
at the First Committee of the 76th Session of the UNGA
(New York, 22 October 2021)
Mr. Chairman,

Under the current circumstances, strengthening Biological Weapons Convention and Chemical Weapons
Convention is becoming ever more important for maintaining international peace and security and promoting
economic and social development. We should practice genuine multilateralism, actively engage in dialogue and
cooperation and work together to safeguard the mandates and objectives of the two Conventions to enhance their
authority and effectiveness.

Mr. Chairman,

Biosecurity knows no borders, and the future of mankind are closely linked. We call on the international
community to enhance unity and cooperation, push together for substantive results in the upcoming BWC Ninth
Review Conference next year. In light of recent developments and the Meetings of Experts of BWC held not long
ago, China has the following propositions:

Firstly, resuming the negotiation of a verification protocol. Establishing a verification mechanism is the most
effective approach to ensure compliance and build mutual trust. In this regard, states parties have had explicit
political consensus and solid basis for negotiation. We call on all parties to carry out preliminary discussions on
relevant technical issues and propose that the upcoming Ninth Review Conference should make decisions on the
resumption of the negotiation of a verification protocol. We urge the United States to seriously consider the
positions and concerns of the international community and abandon its entrenched position of being the sole
country opposing the negotiation of a verification protocol.
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Secondly, addressing compliance concerns. The United States conducts more bio-military activities than any
other countries in the world and is the only one rejecting establishing a verification regime, which cause concerns
regarding the US sincerity about compliance. We once again call on the US to clarify its bio-military activities,
including its domestic biological military bases and overseas military bio-laboratories, and accept international
verification to increase confidence in the compliance of the US. Before the establishment of a verification
mechanism, the US should declare its overseas bio-military activities to the Confidence-building Measures
(CBMs) under the BWC to allay the doubts of the international community.

Thirdly, strengthening bio-technology review. China always advocates responsible bio-scientific research to
reduce biosecurity risks and make sure that bio-science benefit mankind. We call on all the stake-holders to adopt
voluntarily the Tianjin Biosecurity Guidelines for Codes of Conduct for Scientists and push jointly the Ninth
Review Conference to endorse the guidelines. At the Meeting of Experts of BWC held not long ago, states parties
had intensive interactions over the guidelines. We express our appreciation to all countries that have participated
in and supported this multilateral process, as well as the scientific institutions, experts and scholars that have
made important contributions to the formulation of the guidelines. Meanwhile, we also support states parties to
continuously conduct discussions so that the Review Conference can make decisions on the establishment of a
scientific advisory body under BWC.

Fourthly, promoting international cooperation. Against the backdrop of COVID-19, the importance and urgency
of promoting the peaceful use of bio-technology are more pronounced, so are the developing countries’ concerns
about discriminatory export controls imposed by a certain country. China always stands with the majority of
developing countries and will submit to the 76th session of the UNGA First Committee a draft resolution entitled
“Promoting International Cooperation on Peaceful Uses in the Context of International Security”, to strike a
balance between non-proliferation and peaceful uses and uphold the legitimate rights of developing countries to
peaceful uses in biotechnology and in other fields, so as to ensure that relevant international treaties as NPT,
CWC and BWC are implemented in a more comprehensive and balanced way. We hope that all parties will
actively support this resolution.

In addition, regarding the Secretary-General’s Mechanism for Investigation of Alleged Use of Chemical and
Biological Weapons (UNSGM), which was established with a unique historical background, some countries have
expressed concerns over the objectivity and impartiality of the mandate and the threshold for initiating an
investigation under the mechanism. We believe that the Secretary-General will properly address related issues in
an objective and fair way and we will continuously support and deeply engage in exercises under the mechanism.
Meanwhile, we also support further study and discussions on the guidelines of the mechanism in light of the
changing situation.

Mr. Chairman,

Recently, Foreign Ministers of China and Russian Federation released a Joint Statement on Strengthening the
Biological Weapons Convention and it has been distributed as a UNGA document. This is the first time China and
Russian release a joint statement on BWC, demonstrating two countries’ strong determination and responsible
attitude on preserving global biosecurity and defending multilateralism. We will continue to work with the
international community to strengthen the BWC.

Mr. Chairman,

The destruction of chemical weapons stockpiles and the abandoned chemical weapons is the core objective and
the mandate of the CWC. As the only country with stockpiles of chemical weapons, the United States should
earnestly fulfill its obligations under the CWC and expedite the destruction of its stockpiles. Japan should take up
its responsibility for its abandoned chemical weapons in China, invest more resources and steadily move forward
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the destruction of ACWs in China. China is ready to maintain communication with Japan and the OPCW on the
follow-up work.

The OPCW has played an indispensable role in realizing the goal of a world free of chemical weapons and
promoting international cooperation on chemical industry. China has concerns over the negative influences on the
operation of the OPCW due to political confrontation and political divergence within the organization. We
reiterate our appeals to relevant countries to stop political manipulation and revert to the OPCW ’s tradition of
decision-making by consensus, and to work together in improving the atmosphere of the OPCW and maintaining
the authority and effectiveness of the CWC.

China has always firmly opposed the use of chemical weapons by any country or any individual under any
circumstances. Cases of alleged use of chemical weapons should be investigated in an impartial, objective and
professional manner, in strict accordance with CWC, and the conclusion should be made through dialogue and
cooperation.

Dialogue and cooperation is the only viable way for resolving the Syrian chemical weapons issue. At the CWC
Conference of State Parties last April, some countries have again forced a vote on the draft decision on the Syrian
chemical weapons issue, and the approval votes account for less than half of the total numbers of the state parties.
This shows that pressure can not win wide support and is not conducive to the solution of the problem. We hope
that the Technical Secretariat (TS) of OPCW could play a positive role in accordance with its mandate under the
CWC. We also encourage the Syrian government to cooperate with the TS and push for positive progress on
resolving the pending issues.

China hopes that the draft resolution on “the implementation of the CWC” could be balanced and comprehensive,
drawing consensus by absorbing the opinions of all parties. We hope that the position and concerns of Chinese
side will be reflected in the draft resolution.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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(Translation)
Written Statement of the Chinese Delegation
at the Thematic Discussion on Outer Space
at the First Committee of the 76th Session of the UNGA
(New York, 22 October 2021)

Mr. Chairman,

The outer space security situation becomes increasingly complicated and severe. The risks of the weaponization
of and an arms race in outer space have become the greatest and most fundamental threat to outer space security.
In particular, in recent years, the US pursues a space dominance strategy, publicly declares outer space as a new
war-fighting domain, establishes an independent Space Force and Space Command, and carries outer space
weapons tests and space military exercises, which accelerate the weaponization of outer space. Driven by these
moves, other space-faring powers, including the UK, France, and Germany, have announced to establish their
Space Forces and Space Commands, built up military capacities and deepened military cooperation in outer
space. Such actions seriously threaten the security of outer space and have brought negative impact on global
strategic stability. Against this backdrop, the Star War is becoming a reality, and it is of great urgency to prevent
an arms race in outer space.

Mr. Chairman,

The peaceful use of outer space and prevention of an arm race in outer space are the consensus of the
international community. In the past four decades, the UN General Assembly adopted resolutions with an
overwhelming majority every year which reiterated the above principles and requested the negotiation and
conclusion of an international legally-binding instrument on PAROS at the Conference on Disarmament (CD). As
proposed by China and Russia, the UN established the Group of Government Experts on the Prevention of an
Arms Race in Outer Space which conducted in-depth and substantive discussions on the elements of relevant
international legally-binding instrument. The draft Treaty on the Prevention of Placement of Weapons in Outer
Space, the Threat or Use of Force against Outer Space Objects (PPWT) proposed by China and Russia is
gathering wide support from more and more countries. Unfortunately, the US, out of its selfish interests, is still
rejecting any international constraint and standing in the way of the international arms control process on outer
space, which leads to the stalemate of negotiating a legally-binding instrument on PAROS.

Some counties are actively promoting the concept of norms of responsible behaviors in outer space. China
believes that the most important and prominent issue in outer space is the contradiction between the aspirations
of all nations to ensure space security, the peaceful use of outer space and the hegemonic doctrine of one
superpower to seek military and strategic advantage in outer space. The norms intertwine space security and
peaceful use of outer space, mix up the security issues caused by the potential arms race in outer space and safety
issues caused by the peaceful use of outer space, and try to regulate space behaviors in a general, ambiguous and
subjective manner. These may be used as an excuse for certain country to shrink its own responsibility, blame
others and divert the focus of the multilateral outer space arms control process.

Mr. Chairman,

All UN members shall take a comprehensive and objective overview on outer space security situation, attach high
importance to preventing the weaponziation of and an arms race in outer space, and ensure that the outer space
will never be a new battlefield. To this end, China would like to make the following proposals:

Firstly, those with the most advanced space capabilities should bear a special responsibility, abandon the mindset
of unilateralism which includes pursuing absolute superiority, absolute freedom and unilateral security in outer

21-18117 35/246



A/C.1/76/INF/5

space, and correct the irresponsible approaches of placing the security of individual countries or groups over
others.

Secondly, the CD should immediately start the formal negotiation, and syncronize with the UN Disarmament
Commission, relevant UN Group of Government Experts and Open-Ended Working Group. The draft PPWT
proposed by China and Russia provides a good basis for future instrument, and we welcome constructive views
and suggestions from all parties. Prior to the start of formal negotiation, a technical expert group could be
established to discuss technical issues such as definition, scope and verification, with a view to laying a good
basis for formal negotiations.

Thirdly, all UN member states should support the UN in playing its leading role in outer space governance, focus
on the topic of PAROS, and ensure extensive participation, fairness and inclusiveness in related international
rule-making process.

Lastly, all UN member states should strengthen communication and dialogue, bridge differences, broaden
common ground, and seek appropriate and feasible transparency and confidence building measures (TCBM:s)
which could serve as a useful complement to the negotiation of a legally-binding arms control instrument on
outer space.

China stands ready to make joint efforts with other parties in outer space with a view to building a community
with a shared future for humankind, and make contributions to the peace, security and sustainability of outer
space.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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(Translation)
Written Statement of the Chinese Delegation
at the Thematic Discussion on Conventional Arms
at the First Committee of the 76th Session of the UNGA
(New York, 22 October 2021)
Mr. Chairman,

Nowadays the risks of illicit trade and diversion of conventional arms remain unabated. In particular, the U.S.,
out of its own interest, constantly ease its arms export control policy and even revoke its signature to the Arms
Trade Treaty. Meanwhile, the U.S. flagrantly interferes in the internal affairs of other countries by providing arms
to non-state actors, which undercut multilateral efforts in regulating conventional arms trade and undermines
international and regional peace and stability.

As Secretary-General Mr. Anténio Guterres stated in his Disarmament Agenda, conventional arms control is part
of “disarmament that saves lives”. This is a reflection of the importance of further strengthening conventional
arms control under the multilateral framework, as well as the international community’s introspection on and
vigilance of the illicit trade and misuse of conventional arms.

Mr. Chairman,

China attaches great importance to the issue of conventional arms, and has actively participated in the process of
relevant arms control process. As an important action, China acceded to the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) last July
and submitted its initial report recently. This is a significant step taken by China in participating in the global
governance on arms trade and safeguarding international and regional peace, which testifies to China’s
determination and sincerity in upholding multilateralism and forging a community with a shared future for
mankind.

China faithfully implements the obligations under the UN Program of Action on Small Arms and Light Weapons
(PoA) and the International Tracing Instrument (ITI), and supports international cooperation and assistance to
developing countries. At the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation Beijing Summit 2018, Chinese President Xi
Jinping announced China’s support to the implementation of the initiative of “Silencing the Guns”. To fulfil this
commitment, China has provided $1.4 million through the China-United Nations Peace and Development Fund in
2018 and 2019.

As a High Contracting Party to the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW) and its five protocols,
China has consistently supported the work of the CCW, constructively participated in relevant discussions on
Landmine, Improvised Explosive Device (IED), Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) and Lethal Autonomous
Weapons Systems (LAWS), and has been committed to international humanitarian de-mining assistance and
cooperation. So far, the Chinese Government has provided humanitarian assistance worth over 100 million RMB
yuan to more than 40 countries through donation, equipment assistance, training programs and field instructions,
and has trained over 1,000 professional de-mining staffs. In 2021, the Chinese Government donated $200,000 to
the ASEAN Regional Mine Action Center (ARMAC) for co-hosting related regional meetings. Besides, China
will continue to provide de-mining equipment and humanitarian materials to Cambodia and the Laos, with a view
to enhancing their de-mining capacity.

Mr. Chairman,

The problems caused by conventional weapons are wide-ranging, complex and thus difficult. In order to resolve
the regional turbulence and humanitarian concerns caused by conventional weapons in a holistic manner, China
would like to make the followings proposals:

38/246 21-18117



A/C.1/76/INF/5

Firstly, upholding multilateralism. Major States should honor their commitments, take a responsible attitude
towards arms export, and refrain from interfering in other countries’ internal affairs by using arms trade. We
should actively support the UN’s main channel in the field of conventional arms control, promote and encourage
more countries to join in the process, so as to strengthen the universality and effectiveness of relevant treaties.

Secondly, addressing both symptoms and root causes. All countries should resolve disputes through political and
diplomatic means, so as to create conditions to fundamentally address the problem of illicit trade of conventional
arms. Meanwhile, we should earnestly fulfill our international obligations and continue strengthening capacity
building and international cooperation.

Thirdly, strengthening coordination among different mechanisms. We should strengthen coordination,
cooperation and information sharing among relevant UN mechanisms on conventional arms control including the
UN Register of Conventional Arms (UNRCA) and the UN Programme of Action on Illicit Small Arms and Light
Weapons (PoA), so as to forge a mutual complementary and reinforcing architecture.

Fourthly, deepening international cooperation. To build a coordinated global, regional and sub-regional
mechanism, we need to improve information and experience sharing in the fields of policy making, law
enforcement, etc. The developed countries should strengthen assistance on capacity building, financial donation,
technology transfer and personnel training according to the realistic difficulties and upon the request from
developing countries,

Mr. Chairman,

The various issues caused by conventional weapons can not be addressed overnight and the international
community needs to tackle it in a collaborated manner. China stands ready to maintain exchange and cooperation
with all countries to promote new progress in conventional arms control and further contribute to addressing
humanitarian concerns caused by misuse of conventional weapons and safeguarding international and regional
peace and stability.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

PERREES7T6ERA—F

AT ERREATENETHA

i’

(20218108228, AL)
EERE:

LA, FEREERSFH. MBURREXSE, HFEXFERIEENHSIZE, BUERNEHOIFTARER
WENT, AR SMNBBNEFEFEHMS. SLEN, MEREXEH&EEETH. MEKE. WKL
RSB ENRY, XRESEMIREFERANIKREE. —EEFIGMNEZEENMT, #T
RIEHBCER, BEFRB5IANETE, BEEMRNFSRE. MIERURENEOFEMESSCE
A, Kig"8EHBGR”, SINEIRZSOER, HEDRFANBIREKENGE, FETINMESEXEFEE
S5kk&.

21-18117 39/246



A/C.1/76/INF/5

EX EiAfkdy, SEMEHERE, BFEFE, XEEENSTEEKGEMERRNGIE, HFR2E=E
I, T25%R.

F—, BRELEPITY. SFRASHLHFRERS, NESFIFAREFITIRE. SHMISLET (KRG
EXE) REMEREN, FIRENFE. A TFPRK. AMERSRMMERRD. MFERFRSEN, A
HRUSPNETEMTESE, BRRNNETEEERE, BOTEIESSIFBRNEL 2.

B, BEFRFIEX., SEXCERA/N. KRERERSIFHIEAY, BNFEEEHFNE. AR
WENE, EERBEEARR, SINERIESOE, ARBIRSIK-GE. #NE0nEmsE, ~MUES
FRENZMAE, FRHE2MNAER, REEBEEESRE.

2

B=, EFHTeERRE. NRRe5ZFARENEM. HEREHE. BEEARXERRZEEENLS
R, BAOTHREHFEE, THRKEAFERE, R, SENSANTHEEREERANNAEE
RN, RIE. FFEARSAE, PIEZEAREAE, EELUSREBH/IbEESRILFTHRBRRR.

B, EWEERAN. FIEFTEREINNETEERRAN, 2EFNETERKGARIIXE, KE
EENAFEESER. STFREEEETEFHAN TIFENBM EREMNIANIRSE, OEERTSIX
—ERERIHEER. FNIEEFHEDF—EFARA TFEFERGHE, HERFAXSHERERF D
ENESEDERE S IE

FRITE,

FHERESMNETEXNESEF. HMBRUESERGEERTRETEHE, RN L8SFA
A, eRER. FREKICIENEREEE, AESRE ZHARNEESERR. FIRE (IR
2B FRMEERE (FRHEREGFEN)  AEHPEREENHNERE. EFARSE
RRH TR IRERRG R, PHRBESEL—E, HRFRTNELEHEMFTKIINTZ R, SRS
MEFENERSRE, WEMNETEBIEHERIMEH ARSI,

BB E B ST .

40/246 21-18117



A/C.1/76/INF/5

(Translation)

Written Statement by the Chinese Delegation
at the Thematic Discussion on Information Security
at the First Committee of the 76th Session of the UNGA
(New York, 22 October 2021)
Mr. Chairman,

As the epidemic situation is driving the trend of digitalization and networking, digital economy becomes the new
engine of economic recovery, and data serves as the new impetus for innovation and development, which has
accelerated the arrival of a new era of digital civilization. At the same time, we are also faced with emerging risks
and challenges, including the rampancy of cyber attacks, cyber crimes and cyber terrorism, the grave risks
imposed upon critical information infrastructures. Some states attempt to turn the cyberspace into a new
battlefield where they can pursue a strategy of deterrence by forging military alliance, which will jeopardize
international peace and security. Certain State abuses national security concept to suppress foreign leading
companies, pursues bloc politics and introduces ideological differences. Such moves will deliberately fragment
global supply chain by creating divisions and undermine global development and cooperation.

To effectively address these challenges, all States should build up mutual trust, deepen cooperation, jointly
advance global governance and international rules-making in cyberspace, thus building a peace, secure and
prosperous cyberspace.

First, States should stay committed to maintaining peace. Digital technologies are deeply integrated into real life.
Cyber war can not be won and must never be fought. All States should observe the purposes and principles
enshrined in the UN Charter, particularly principles of sovereignty, non-interference of internal affairs, refraining
from the threat or use of force, and peaceful settlement of international disputes. States should faithfully maintain
the peaceful nature of cyberspace and strongly oppose arms race in cyberspace, and address threats through
dialogues and cooperation.

Second, States should ensure fairness and justice. All states, in disregard of size, development level and political
position, should equally enjoy digital opportunities. Double standards, sland ering others, hyping up ideological
differences, deliberately interrupting global industrial, supply and value chains run counter to the laws of
economic development and the trend of globalization, and will eventually hamper their own development.

Third, States should balance security and development. ICTs security and economic development not only build
upon, but also support each other. We should hold on to the master key of development in addressing security
challenges, further our dedication to bridging digital gap, and take tangible moves to address disparate
development. At the same time, we should create a fair, just and non-discriminatory environment for the
development of ICTs, and prevent the generalization and abuse of “national security concerns” especially as a
pretext to suppress other states’ rightful economic and technical development.

Fourth, State should develop international norms in cyberspace. Formulating universally accepted rules and
norms are the key to maintaining peace and stability in cyberspace. The United Nations should play a leading role
in this regard. The successful outcomes of both OEWG and UNGGE this year highlight the common aspirations
of the international community to further discussion and build consensus on relevant issues. We will work
together with all parties to deliver more outcomes from the 2021-2025 OEWG, and to forge new order of digital
governance that reflects the will and the interests of most States.

Mr. Chairman,
China actively advocates dialogues and cooperation in cyberspace. China has always been playing a constructive

role in multilateral process under the auspices of the UN, deepening cooperation on cyber security within the
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framework of SCO, BRICS and ARF, and stepping up bilateral dialogues on cyber affairs. We proposed the
Global Initiative on Data Security and released together with the League of Arab States the China-LAS
Cooperation Initiative on Data Security, offering constructive solutions to maintaining global data and supply
chain safety and stepping up digital development and cooperation. To build a community with a shared future in
cyberspace, China is ready to make unremitting efforts with all parties to further explore ways to address new
threats and challenges and maintain prosperity and stability in cyberspace.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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(Translation)
Written Statement of the Chinese Delegation
at the Thematic Discussion on Disarmament Machinery
at the First Committee of the 76th Session of the UNGA
(New York, 22 October 2021)
Mr. Chairman,

Since the SSOD-I, disarmament machinery including the First Committee, the Conference on Disarmament, and
the Disarmament Commission, have played an indispensable role in facilitating arms control and disarmament
process and maintaining international security. At the moment, the international security landscape is undergoing
complex and profound changes, new challenges and problems are emerging, and multilateral disarmament
process is plagued by both corona virus and “political virus”. A certain country adopts an utilitarian attitude
towards multilateral disarmament machinery, in order to serve its goal of gaining hegemony status and absolute
security advantage. Some countries attempt to invent new venues for treaty negotiation, deliberately
circumventing the Conference on Disarmament and other relevant multilateral mechanisms. Such trends are
undermining the authority and effectiveness of traditional multilateral disarmament mechanisms.

China believes that these multilateral disarmament mechanisms under the UN framework, although having
different agendas and mandates, are all embodiment of the UN Member States’ commitment to multilateralism.
They are important platforms for discussing international security issues, promoting international arms control
process, and safeguarding global security governance on an equal footing. In light of the complex international
security landscape, it is imperative that we revitalize and strengthen these mechanisms. To this end, China would
like to make the following proposals:

Firstly, we should firmly uphold multilateralism and the authority of disarmament machinery. The successful
adoption of important arms control instruments, including the Convention on the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons and the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, fully testifies to the effectiveness and viability of the
multilateral disarmament mechanisms. The mechanisms per se and their rules of procedure should not be blamed
for the current stalemate, which is caused by divergences over priorities of arms control and disarmament. It is
irresponsible to sideline the UN and make rules through exclusive cliques. Instead, all parties should firmly
abandon egoism and exceptionalism, uphold and practice true multilateralism, continue to commit themselves to
bridging differences and building consensus through consultation on the basis of equality and mutual respect,
thus injecting impetus into the multilateral disarmament mechanisms and achieve new progress in the meanwhile.
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Secondly, we should earnestly promote solidarity and oppose politicization of disarmament machinery. The
Conference on Disarmament and other relevant multilateral mechanisms serve to provide a venue for promoting
common security for all, rather than a battlefield for political wrestling. For quite some time, certain countries
have been recklessly spreading “political virus” in disarmament platforms by repeatedly interfering in other
countries’ internal affairs and carrying out smear campaigns against other countries. Such practices have
disrupted the normal operation of these mechanisms, intoxicated the environment for mutual trust and
cooperation, and aggravated divisions among member states. We should guard against and resolutely oppose such
acts. In order to create a conducive environment for multilateral disarmament and jointly address prominent risks
and challenges, it is important that all parties respect and coordinate with each other, build consensus and bridge
differences, and promote peace and security through cooperation.

Thirdly, we should make innovative efforts to keep disarmament machinery abreast of the times. As traditional
and non-traditional security issues become ever more intertwined, the subject and scope of arms control and
disarmament are also being expanded. In particular, the emerging technologies and their military applications are
profoundly affecting the global military balance and strategic stability, while the Covid-19 pandemic is further
underlining the importance of biological security. Multilateral disarmament mechanisms should adapt themselves
to this new reality. In addition to working on traditional agenda items, we should also actively deal with new
security issues on the basis of thorough discussion and coordination, so as to properly address new challenges
and threats.

Mr. Chairman,

China remains committed to multilateralism. We stand ready to work with all parties to support and participate in
the work of disarmament machinery, and make joint efforts in pushing forward international arms control and
disarmament process.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
Statement by Mr. Kim In Chol
First Secretary
at the Thematic Discussion on Nuclear Weapons of the First Committee
at the 76th Session of the United Nations General Assembly
Mr. Chairman,

A peaceful and safe world aspired by humankind is the denuclearized world that presupposes total elimination of
nuclear weapons.

When the nuclear weapons were first used 76 years ago, the world clearly witnessed the catastrophic damage and
still remembers it.

Preventing the recurrence of such nuclear calamity is the historical mission and duty our generation is entrusted
with for the prosperity and happiness of the coming generations.

However, it is the today’s reality that the threat of use of nuclear weapons is continued with nuclear arms race in
full swing against the aspirations and efforts of humankind for building a world free from nuclear weapons.

With more than 700 billion US$ for military expenditure every year, the United States is hell-bent on developing
state-of-the-art hardware including hypersonic missiles, long-range precision guided weapons, new-generation
ICBMs, nuclear strategic bombers and it is violating non-proliferation obligations by transferring nuclear
technologies to its allies.

The recent U.S. decision to transfer the technology for building nuclear-powered submarine to Australia is an
extremely dangerous act destroying strategic balance of the Asia-Pacific region and triggering arms race.

Following the announcement of the program for increasing the number of nuclear weapons early this year, the
UK also conducted military actions without hesitation endangering the peace and stability of the region by
dispatching a nuclear aircraft carrier to the Asia-Pacific Ocean far from its land in the second half of the year.

On the other hand, bilateral and multilateral disarmament treaties that helped to promote nuclear disarmament
and confidence-building for several decades were abrogated or reduced to only names one after another in recent
years, thus evoking great disappointment of the international community.

Although the New START, the only remaining treaty between Russia and the U.S., was extended with much
difficulty early this year, the prospect of negotiation for adopting a new treaty remains pessimistic.

All these facts clearly prove who is the ringleader that impedes the nuclear disarmament and undermines the
nuclear non-proliferation regime at present.

The U.S. with the largest nuclear arsenal in the world and as the only user of nukes, should take the lead in
nuclear disarmament with practical steps for reduction of nuclear weapons with special responsibility for
international peace and security.

Mr. Chairman,

No less number of countries believe that the U.S. has become hostile towards the DPRK because it possessed
nuclear weapons. This is a misunderstanding. As a matter of fact, the U.S. has been antagonizing and threatening
the DPRK with nuclear weapons for several decades, and it left us with no other option but to follow the arduous
road to building up self-defensive deterrent.

The war deterrent in our stock is not for targeting a specific state or forces and pursuing any supremacy, but for
defending ourselves on our own.
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What we mean by the war deterrent is literally the deterrent for the righteous self-defense to prevent aggressive
war and safeguard the sovereignty of our state.

We are further strengthening our war deterrent to deal with the ever deteriorating security environment of the
Korean Peninsula on our own active initiative.

The DPRK’s activities in exercise of its right to self-defense never pose any threat and its rightful buildup of
national defense capability is not harmful to the security of the neighboring countries even in the least.

All measures taken by the DPRK to strengthen its national defense capability are the righteous activities aimed to
actively control the security environment of the Korean Peninsula and the region and to safeguard the security of
the state and people.

The DPRK, as a responsible nuclear-weapon state, will not misuse its nuclear weapons unless the aggressive
hostile forces attempt to have recourse to their nuclear weapons against it, and sincerely abide by the duties of
nuclear non-proliferation assumed before the international community.

The DPRK will, in the future, too, make an active contribution to the efforts of the international community to
firmly defend the peace and stability of the Korean peninsula and the rest of the world.

Thank you.
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Statement by the Arab Republic of Egypt
76th Session of the United Nations General Assembly First Committee
Thematic Debate on Nuclear Weapons (Cluster 1)
Check Against Delivery
Mr. Chairman,

Egypt aligns itself with the statements made by the Non- Aligned Movement, the African Group and the Arab
Group, and wishes to make the following remarks:

Egypt reiterates its concern over the grave threat posed to humanity and international security by the continued
possession of nuclear weapons by a few States, and reaffirms that the total, verifiable, and irreversible
elimination of nuclear weapons is the only guarantee against their proliferation, use, or threat of use.

Arguments which set preconditions for, or artificial impediments to, the implementation of nuclear disarmament
obligations will only lead to the gradual demise of the Treaty on the Non-proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
(NPT). The rising levels of tensions at the global level coupled with rapid technological developments make the
risk of intentional or accidental use of nuclear weapons at one of its highest levels since the Cold War era.

The intensified competition among a number of States to develop, test, and deploy faster and more powerful
delivery systems such as hypersonic missiles or nuclear-powered missiles, in combination with the rising levels
of malicious uses of cyber and outer-space technologies, exponentially raises the risk of triggering a nuclear war
either intentionally or by mistake.

The continued collapse and erosion of major bilateral treaties of nuclear disarmament and arms control makes
any possible progress on implementing the agreed nuclear disarmament obligations extremely difficult to achieve
in the foreseen future.

Immediate progress is necessary to restore trust and faith in the current regime. As a first step, the 10th NPT
Review Conference has to reconfirm the validity of all previous commitments and reaffirm the commitment of all
States Parties to implement them without any conditionality, and further build on them with practical timebound
measures.

Egypt is of the view that the outcomes of the 10th NPT Review Conference should include a declaration by all
nuclear-weapon States that “a nuclear war cannot be won and therefore should never be fought”, combined with
agreeing to timebound negotiations on the total, verifiable, and irreversible elimination of nuclear weapons. We
hope that the extension of the New Start Treaty will be a step in the right direction.

Mr. Chairman,

The decades-long stalemate in the implementation of the 1995 resolution on the Middle East, as well as countless
similar resolutions, is eroding the credibility and sustainability of the disarmament and non -proliferation regime
and multilateral norms, as well as the rule of law at the international level.

This stalemate is one of the root causes of the instability and lack of security in a region that already suffers from
chronic military conflicts and arms races, especially taking into consideration the unprecedented spread of armed
conflicts and terrorism.

In this regard, we believe that the Conference on the Establishment of a Zone Free of Nuclear Weapons and Other
Weapons of Mass Destruction in the Middle East, which has successfully convened its First Session in November
2019 under the chairmanship of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and managed to reach a number of important
and significant outcomes as reflected in the report of the Secretary-General contained in document A/75/63,
represents an important opportunity for the United Nations to take meaningful practical steps in this direction
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through an institutional inclusive and consensus-based process. We look forward to the Second Session of the
conference in November 2021 under the chairmanship of the State of Kuwait.

We reiterate that this Conference aims at reaching arrangements freely arrived at by the States of the region on
the basis of consensus. It is a genuine attempt to achieve a longstanding agreed international commitment in a
nondiscriminatory manner that does not aim at singling out any State in the region.

At the holistic level, this process could serve as a platform to address all regional disarmament, non -proliferation
and strategic challenges. We sincerely hope that all invited States will participate in the following sessions of this
Conference, which could lead to a major contribution to the strengthening of the international nuclear
disarmament and non-proliferation regime and a breakthrough in addressing the deteriorating security conditions
in the region, not to mention its possible positive impact on the forthcoming session of the NPT Review
Conference which we all hope would succeed.

In the same vein, we also count on the continued support of all Member States to this initiative, as well as to the
resolution that Egypt tables annually on “the Establishment of a Nuclear Weapon Free Zone in the Middle East”
which used to be adopted by consensus until the year 2017, and the resolution that we table on behalf of the Arab
Group entitled “The Risk of Nuclear Proliferation in the Middle East”. We consider the support by Member
States to be a proof of their commitment to nuclear disarmament as well as to achieving collective security and
sustainable peace in the Middle East and to achieving the agreed obligations in this regard.

Thank you.

Statement by the Arab Republic of Egypt
76th Session of the United Nations General Assembly First Committee
Thematic Debate on Other Weapons of Mass Destruction (Cluster 2)
Check Against Delivery
Mr. Chairman,

Egypt aligns itself with the statements of the Non-Aligned Movement and the Arab Group.
Mr. Chairman,

The First Special Session of the General Assembly on Disarmament had confirmed the effect of disarmament on
international peace and security. The adoption of the Treaty on Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in 2017
represents a historical step in terms of prohibiting nuclear weapons, as chemical and biological weapons are
prohibited by their respective conventions. It also establishes a customary rule in international law with regard to
prohibiting nuclear weapons.

In spite of the wars, tensions and instability that the Middle East witnessed over decades, Egypt has joined the
NPT in a good faith and implemented all the commitments under the treaty. Egypt joined consensus on indefinite
extension of the NPT in 1995 Review Conference upon the understanding that the package includes the 1995
resolution on establishing the Middle East NWFZ, which was not implemented until now. Egypt also was the first
country in the region to propose including other weapons of mass destruction in the Middle East NWFZ.

Egypt calls for an immediate action to face the strategic imbalance in the Middle East due to persistence of one
state to impede the efforts of establishing a zone free of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction.
Such persistence impedes achieving security and stability in the region, which leads to more conflicts, arms race,
instability, international intervention and lack of sustainable peace.
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In this regard, we believe that the Conference on the Establishment of a Zone Free of Nuclear Weapons and Other
Weapons of Mass Destruction in the Middle East, which has successfully convened its First Session in November
2019 under the chairmanship of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and managed to reach a number of important
and significant outcomes as reflected in the report of the Secretary-General contained in document A/75/63,
represents an important opportunity for the United Nations to take meaningful practical steps in this direction
through an institutional inclusive and consensus-based process. We look forward to the Second Session of the
conference in November 2021 under the chairmanship of the State of Kuwait.

We reiterate that this Conference aims at reaching arrangements freely arrived at by the States of the region on
the basis of consensus. It is a genuine attempt to achieve a longstanding agreed international commitment in a
nondiscriminatory manner that does not aim at singling out any State in the region. This process could serve as a
platform to address all regional disarmament, non-proliferation and strategic challenges.

Mr. Chairman,

Egypt condemns any use of weapons of mass destruction by any side under any circumstances. In this regard, Egypt
has always supported the implementation of international resolutions especially Security Council resolution no.
1540 to avoid the illegal diversion of weapons of mass destruction to sub-state actors and terrorist groups.

We highlight once more the double standards in the position expressed by some Member States, when they call
on certain Member States by name to accede to the conventions on chemical and biological weapons, while not
calling on Israel to accede to the NPT. They become hesitant when it comes to supporting the Conference on
Establishment of the Middle East NWFZ using the pretext that the political and security circumstances in the
region are not ready yet for such a step.

In fact, many Member States, which call for the universal adherence to the conventions on chemical and
biological weapons, owns nuclear weapons or under what so called nuclear security umbrella. The same Member
States claim that the circumstances are not ready yet for disarmament and refuse to deal on equal footing with
nuclear weapons on the one hand and chemical and biological weapons on the other hand in terms of prohibiting
their use and ownership, although nuclear weapons are the most destructive weapons of mass destruction and are
in conflict with the main principles of humanity and international humanitarian law.

Egypt reminds those Member States that the principles are indivisible, the security of some Member States are
not more important than others, as all Member States are equal in terms of rights and sovereignty. We advise
those Member States to reconsider their positions, which reflect a clear case of double standards.

Thank you.

Statement of the Arab Republic of Egypt
76th Session of the United Nations General Assembly First Committee
Thematic Debate - Cluster 3: Outer Space
Check Against Delivery
Mr. Chairman,

Egypt aligns itself with the statements of the Arab Group, the African Group, and the Non-Aligned Movement.
Mr. Chairman,

Outer-space is a shared heritage owned equally by all the peoples of the world, and a common asset for humanity.
In today’s world, almost all aspects of human activities on earth are either directly or indirectly dependent on
outer space technologies.

21-18117 49/246



A/C.1/76/INF/5

Taking into consideration the extreme volatility of the outer space environment, it must not be allowed to turn
into a scene for military conflicts that could have catastrophic implications.

Without prejudice to the possible value of TCBMs as interim measure in the short term, there is a clear need for a
legally binding instrument that would complement the existing international legal framework by preventing an
arms race in outer space and filling the existing legal gaps in this area, especially taking into consideration the
alarming announcements by some States in relation to their plans of weaponizing outer space, in addition to the
continued development of weapons designed to attack outer-space assets.

Such a legally binding instrument should have a comprehensive scope that primarily includes four prohibitions:
1) A prohibition on the placement of any weapons, defensive or offensive, in outer space,
2) A prohibition on any armed attacks against satellites or any outer- space assets,

3) A prohibition on any intentional harmful interference that interrupts the normal functioning of outer-space
assets, and

4) A prohibition on the development, testing, and stockpiling of weapons that are specifically designed for the
sole purpose of attacking outer space assets or being deployed or used as a weapon in outer space.

We believe that each of these prohibitions (contained in such a legally binding instrument) can be subject to
specific verification measures, using a diversified set of tools that could be supplemented by transparency
measures, as well as a mechanism for consultations and dispute-settlement.

We also believe that such an instrument can be designed to avoid any infringement on the full utilization of the
peaceful uses of outer-space or dual-use technologies by all States for purposes other than weaponization. The
required definitions can be easily determined in a manner that would avoid such infringement. The existing legal
framework, especially the Outer Space Treaty of 1967 represents a good basis. Nevertheless, there is a clear need
for serious efforts to reach new legally binding instruments that complement the existing legal framework,
considering the relevant significant technological developments and the need for assurances that outer space
would remain free of armed conflicts or arms races.

Progress can be achieved through a gradual approach, including through the development of binding rules of
States behavior in outer-space.

In this context, Egypt once again recalls the substantive progress made during the discussions of the
Governmental Group of Experts established pursuant to UNGA Resolution 72/250 which witnessed a remarkable
level of depth in the discussions concerning all controversial legal and technical aspects. The un-bracketed text of
the final report of that GGE is a remarkable effort that can and should represent the basis of future discussions in
order not to start from scratch.

Mr. Chairman,

Egypt and Sri Lanka have once more tabled their joint annual resolution entitled “Prevention of an Arms Race in
the Outer Space”. We count on the support of all Member States to this important resolution which attempts to
bridge the gaps and create common grounds for further progress on PAROS.

Moreover, Egypt co-sponsored the two resolutions entitled “No First Placement of Weapons in Outer Space” and
“Further Practical Measure for the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space”.
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Egypt reiterates its readiness to support any credible effort that complements the existing initiatives and aims at
elaborating rules that would pave the way to conclude legally-binding instruments on PAROS including through
prohibiting the weaponization of outer space and actions that may turn it into an arena for conflict.

Thank you.

Statement of the Arab Republic of Egypt
76th Session of the United Nations General Assembly First Committee
Thematic Debate — Cluster 4: Conventional Weapons
Check Against Delivery
Mr. Chairman,

Egypt aligns itself with the statements of the Arab Group, the African Group, and the Non-Aligned Movement,
and wishes to make the following remarks:

Egypt remains fully committed to engaging in any balanced multilateral endeavor that aims to tackle the multiple
challenges and threats arising from the illicit trafficking of small arms and light weapons, provided that such an
endeavor is consistent with the UN Charter and does not intend to negatively affect the rights of States to acquire
their legitimate defense needs.

We continue to fully support the United Nations Program of Action (PoA) on Small Arms and Light Weapons
(SALW) as an essential multilateral instrument that contributes to the eradication of illicit trafficking in SALW.
Egypt has submitted its national report on the implementation of the PoA for the year 2020. We also reiterate the
importance of the International Tracing Instrument (ITI) as a valuable tool in this regard.

We welcome the adoption of the outcome document of BMS7 and are looking forward to convening BMSS in
2022 to elaborate more on issues related to diversion of small arms and light weapons to unauthorized recipients
and implement the conclusions of BMS7 especially with regard to establishing the Fellowship program proposed
by NAM to offer training to developing countries.

Mr. Chairman,

The Middle East and Africa face severe threats due to the increasing illicit flows and intentional tr ansfers of
SALW to terrorists and illegal armed groups. It is obvious that this unprecedented flow is conducted with the
direct support of a few States that resort to arming terrorists as a tool of their foreign policies, in a clear violation
of the UN Charter, international norms, and several UNSC resolutions, the latest being resolution 2370 which
was adopted unanimously in August 2017.

Some argued that the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) was going to be the solution that would stop all illegal flows of
conventional arms. In this regard, we reiterate that the ATT’s various shortcomings, especially its lack of clear
definitions and criteria, largely undermines its possible effectiveness, and makes it possible to abuse this treaty as
a tool to manipulate and monopolize the legitimate trade in conventional weapons in a politicized manner, while
ignoring the prevention of the intentional supply of weapons to unauthorized recipients such as terrorists and
illegal armed groups.

We reiterate our call on the States parties to the ATT to ensure that its implementation is consistent with the UN
Charter without any infringement on the rights of States to meet their national security and self-defense needs.
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Mr. Chairman,

Egypt is one of the States that have suffered the most from the use of landmines, as 20% of the world’s landmines
were planted in Egyptian soil during WWII, and there is a continued need to intensify international cooperation

to tackle this major problem. Fully aware of the relevant humanitarian considerations, Egypt imposed a
moratorium since the 1980s on the production and export of antipersonnel landmines, long before the conclusion
of the relevant conventions including the Ottawa Convention, which fell short of addre ssing many key elements
associated with the threat of landmines.

Mr. Chairman,

It is important to highlight that most of the challenges that we face today with regards to the supply of
conventional arms to terrorists and illegal armed groups are not mainly due to a lack of proper export controls or
inadequate stockpiles security. They are primarily due to the fact that certain States continue to deliberately
supply illicit weapons to terrorists and illegal armed groups and obstruct an international prohibition on the
supply of weapons to unauthorized recipients, in contradiction with several principles enshrined in the Charter.
This is a phenomenon that requires the immediate attention of and more tangible measures by the United Nations.

Thank you.

Statement of the Arab Republic of Egypt
76th Session of the United Nations General Assembly First Committee
Thematic Debate on Other Disarmament Measures and International Security (Cluster 5)
Check Against Delivery
Mr. Chairman,

Egypt aligns itself with the statements of the Non-Aligned Movement, the African group, and the Arab Group and
wishes to make the following remarks:

Egypt reiterates that nondiscriminatory multilateral legally-binding instruments are the most effective measures
for achieving sustainable progress in the area of disarmament and international security.

We stress that the continued commitment by all States to previously agreed undertakings and to the rule of law at
the international level, in conformity with the letter and spirit of the United Nations Charter, is a necessary
condition for maintaining international peace and security and avoiding chaos.

Taking into consideration the rapid scientific and technological developments in several strategic fields, there are
several domains which have a direct impact on international security that are left without any internationally
agreed rules to prevent them from turning into scenes of arms races and armed conflicts, and to ensure the
reliable continuation of the contribution of the relevant technologies to development and welfare. Cyberspace,
outer space, and the weaponization applications of Artificial Intelligence including in the area of Lethal
Autonomous Weapons are prominent examples.

The lack of progress in addressing the sever security threats that arise in such domains is clearly not due to the
lack of technical expertise on the part of the international community, but is rather due to the continued
misguided belief by some States that an absolute dominance in such domains can be maintained, and thereby
resisting any effort towards the development of equitable rules-based international regimes prohibiting the
malicious uses and weaponization of such technologies.
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In a multipolar world where the relevant technologies are available and accessible to many State and non-State
actors, this approach can only lead to an arms race that no one can win, while international security continues to
severely deteriorate.

In the area of cyber-security and the possible malicious use of information and telecommunication technologies
as a means of warfare, achieving meaningful progress towards establishing a reliable regime based on agreed
rules has been stalled for more than a decade. Efforts towards the codification of recommendations or towards
utilizing them as a basis for legally binding instruments continue to be strongly resisted at a time that the
international security aspects of ICTs are becoming too important to be left without an international regime that
regulates State behavior in this strategic domain.

We strongly welcome the conclusion of the OEWG established by Resolution 73/27 and adopting its outcome
document by consensus and are looking forward to convening the first session of the new OEWG established
according to resolution 75/240 next December to continue our constructive dialogue and elaborate rules and
principles on States’ use of ICTs, building on international law and the recommendations that have already been
endorsed by the UN with a view to addressing the rising threats and the existing gaps.

The OEWG witnessed many creative ideas and constructive proposals, including on the future of regular
institutional dialogue under the auspices of the UN such as the possible establishment of a UN Programme of
Action as a mechanism to follow-up the implementation of the agreed norms and examining the possible
developments of further norms pending an agreement on launching negotiations on a legally-binding instrument.

This proposal of a possible UN Programme of Action on cybersecurity aims at establishing a more concerted
global effort under an inclusive UN platform that is action-oriented and would be developed in a complementary
and coordinated manner with other relevant UN processes. We are looking forward to further elaborating this
proposal in an open and inclusive manner, primarily within the new OEWG with the participation of all
stakeholders.

Thank you.

Statement of the Delegation of the Arab Republic of Egypt
75th Session of the United Nations General Assembly First Committee
Thematic Debate - Cluster 6: Regional Disarmament and Security
Check Against Delivery
Mr. Chairman,

Egypt aligns itself with the statements of the Arab Group and the Non-Aligned Movement and wishes to make the
following remarks:

The Middle East remains one of the most volatile regions in the world. The situation continues to worsen with the
unprecedented spread of conflicts, proxy wars, terrorism and sectarian violence.

Quoting from the Final Document of SSOD-I, which was adopted by consensus by the General Assembly in
1978, “Enduring international peace and security cannot be built on the accumulation of weaponry ... nor be
sustained by a precarious balance of deterrence or doctrines of strategic superiority. Genuine and lasting peace
can only be created through [..] the speedy and substantial reduction of arms and armed forces”.

Today, in the year 2020, there’s a need to recognize that peace and security cannot be achieved in the Middle East
under deterrence and the accumulation of weaponry instead of engagement on the establishment of an equitable
security architecture that achieves the collective and collaborative security of all the States and peoples of the
region.
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Serious steps towards the establishment of a zone free of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction
(WMDs) in the Middle East, could have saved the region and the world from devastating wars and horrors, as
well as from the chronic country-specific proliferation concerns.

In this regard, we believe that the Conference on the Establishment of a Zone Free of Nuclear Weapons and Other
Weapons of Mass Destruction in the Middle East, which has successfully convened its First Session in November
2019 under the chairmanship of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and managed to reach a number of i mportant
and significant outcomes as reflected in the report of the Secretary-General contained in document A/75/63,
represents an important opportunity for the United Nations to take meaningful practical steps in this direction
through an institutional inclusive and consensus-based process. We look forward to the Second Session of the
conference in November 2021 under the chairmanship of the State of Kuwait.

Mr. Chairman,

In addition to its commitment to achieving a lasting and just peace in the Middle East, Egypt has constructively
engaged with all international efforts aiming at addressing the challenges related to arms control, disarmament
and non-proliferation in the region.

Continuing to ignore the severity of the deteriorating security conditions in the region will only lead to further
catastrophic consequences. The region is already witnessing a new chapter of a gravely alarming arms race, and
we cannot continue to stand idly watching with our hands tied.

We urge all Member States to engage with the ongoing efforts and to honor the relevant previous agreements and
undertakings. Missing another opportunity to engage in a constructive, inclusive, and consensus-based process
will only mean a call for the continuation of violence and chaos.

Thank you.

Statement of the Arab Republic of Egypt
76th Session of the United Nations General Assembly First Committee
Thematic Debate — Cluster 7: Disarmament Machinery
Check Against Delivery
Mr. Chairman,

Egypt aligns itself with the statements of the Non-Aligned Movement and the Arab Group and wishes to make the
following remarks:

Egypt assigns immense importance to the United Nations disarmament machinery and considers disarmament and
arms control to be an essential pillar of the UN mandate in preserving international peace and security, which
remains the raison d’etre of the organization.

The stalemate in disarmament efforts is not necessarily the result of defects in the machinery itself as much as it
is a reflection of the lack of political will by some States that seek to maintain absolute military dominance and
believe in deterrence rather than collaborative and collective security.

Mr. Chairman,

The failure of the Conference on Disarmament (CD) to adopt a balanced and comprehensive program of work for
over 24 years requires immediate action to rectify this situation. We believe that this can only be achieved
through launching negotiations on the verifiable and irreversible total elimination of nuclear weapons with
specific benchmarks and timelines.
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There is also a need for similar efforts to revitalize the United Nations Disarmament Commission (UNDC) and to
allow it to adopt recommendations on nuclear disarmament. Egypt also expresses its serious disappointment
regarding the inability to convene the formal sessions of the UNDC in 2019 and 2020 and considers this to be
another very alarming indication of how threatened the UN Disarmament Machinery is.

We look forward to a successful SSOD-IV as a landmark event that is urgently needed to address the alarming
stalemate in disarmament and go back to the drawing board to revisit the current design of the machinery.

We continue to value the role of the UN Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR) and the Advisory Board
on Disarmament Matters. We reiterate our call for more financial independence for UNIDIR to continue to
generate new ideas and to promote practical actions on disarmament.

Furthermore, seeking better synergies and coordination among the First Committee, the CD, the UNDC and
UNIDIR may contribute to a more efficient and effective functioning of the machinery.

We once again commend the Secretary General’s timely and valuable Disarmament Agenda. This initiative
indicates a clear recognition of the need to enhance the functioning of the Disarmament Machinery and to bring
disarmament back to the forefront of the UN’s focus.

We also encourage the active role and contributions of non-governmental organizations and the civil society in
support of the UN’s Disarmament Machinery.

Finally, the First Committee has a central role in bridging the gaps and creating momentum and guidance for the
Disarmament Machinery. It is our hope that a constructive and consensual approach will be followed by all
Member States in order to succeed in this task.

Thank you.
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EU Statement on Nuclear Weapons
United Nations General Assembly First Committee
76th Session
New York, 11 October 2021
Mr. Chair,

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union.

The Candidate Countries Turkey, the Republic of North Macedonia*, Montenegro*, and Albania*, as well as the
Republic of Moldova, align themselves with this statement.

The current complex security environment, which is marked by increased tensions and continued proliferation
crises, underscores the need to preserve and further advance general arms control, disarmament and non-
proliferation processes. We welcome and encourage further initiatives and processes at international and regional
levels to restore dialogue and trust and promote transparency and confidence-building measures. The EU also
calls on all States concerned to do their utmost to prevent a new arms race, as it would risk further escalating
tensions and undermine the significant reductions achieved after the end of the Cold War.

The upcoming Tenth Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT) provides an opportunity for States Parties to strengthen implementation and honour its
commitments.

The EU reaffirms its unequivocal support for the NPT as the cornerstone of the global disarmament and non-
proliferation architecture, the essential foundation for the pursuit of nuclear disarmament in accordance with
Article VI of the NPT and an important element in facilitating cooperation on nuclear energy for peaceful
purposes. The EU reaffirms the importance of its universalization. In this regard, we call on all States that have
not yet done so to join this Treaty as non-nuclear weapon States and, pending their accession, to adhere to its
terms. The NPT is a historic success. It has an enduring value and its full implementation is needed now more
than ever.

The EU strongly supports all three pillars of the NPT and will continue to promote comprehensive, balanced, and
full implementation of the 2010 Review Conference Action Plan. Its concrete, equally important and mutually
reinforcing steps on nuclear disarmament, non-proliferation and peaceful uses of nuclear energy remain valid. We
recall that all States Parties have committed to pursuing policies that are fully compatible with the Treaty and its
objectives of achieving a world without nuclear weapons. We remain resolved to seek a safer world for all in
accordance with the goals of the Treaty in a way that promotes international stability, and based on the principle
of undiminished security for all. We call for further progress on all aspects of disarmament to enhance global
security.

The EU notes the severe consequences associated with nuclear weapons use and emphasises that all States share
the responsibility to prevent such an occurrence from happening.

* The Republic of North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to be part of the Stabilisation and
Association Process.
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We welcome the engagement by EU Member States to mobilize political will, work to build consensus, and
promote implementation of the goals of the NPT through various initiatives, such as the Stockholm Initiative
established during the current review cycle. We welcome the current momentum on risk reduction, including
strategic and nuclear risk reduction measures, which can contribute to alleviating tensions and building necessary
trust and confidence to promote further progress in disarmament. We urge all States concerned to discuss, agree,
and implement practical measures to that end. The EU will spare no effort in working towards a successful
outcome at the Review Conference, and has made a number of concrete contributions, including its funding of a
series of thematic and regional seminars.

Mr. Chair,

EU Member States remain committed to the pursuit of nuclear disarmament, in accordance with Article VI of the
NPT. We stress the need for concrete progress towards the full implementation of Article VI, especially through
the overall reduction in the global stockpile of nuclear weapons, taking into account the special responsibility of
the States that possess the largest nuclear arsenals.

In this regard, we welcome the extension of the New START Treaty for an additional five years. The reduction of
deployed strategic nuclear arsenals under the New START Treaty, enhanced notably by its robust verification
mechanism, contributes to the implementation of Article VI of the NPT through the overall reduction in the
global stockpile of deployed nuclear weapons. The EU strongly encourages further reductions to their arsenals
including strategic and non-strategic, deployed and non-deployed nuclear weapons and to pursue further
discussions on confidence-building, transparency, risk reduction, verification activities, laying the ground for
even more robust and ambitious future arms control agreements. We call on China to actively contribute to this
process. We welcome the launch of the Strategic Dialogue at the summit between the Russian Federation and the
United States in Geneva. Recalling the obligations for all States arising from Art. VI of the NPT, we underline
that the two nuclear weapon States with the largest arsenals hold a special responsibility in the area of nuclear
disarmament and arms control. The EU stresses the need to preserve and further advance arms control,
disarmament, and non-proliferation processes. In this regard, the EU acknowledges the efforts of France to
demonstrate increased transparency on its doctrines and the nuclear weapons it possesses. The EU recalls Action
5 of the NPT 2010 Action Plan, which calls upon nuclear weapons states to enhance transparency and increase
mutual confidence.

We welcome the continuation of P5 dialogue, under the coordination of France, which can help to decrease
tensions, increase collective security and should contribute to the NPT review process.

The EU acknowledges the importance of existing nuclear weapon free zones for peace and security. The EU
recognises that treaty-based security assurances are available to nuclear weapon free zones and encourages
nuclear weapon States to sign and ratify the relevant protocols of the Treaties establishing nuclear weapon free
zones drawn up following the requisite consultations. We also call on those States in existing nuclear weapon free
zones that have not yet done so to sign and ratify the relevant nuclear weapon free zone Treaties.

The EU reaffirms its full support for the establishment of a zone free of nuclear and all other weapons of mass
destruction and their delivery systems in the Middle East. We consider the 1995 Resolution valid until its goals
and objectives are achieved and strongly support the outcome of the 2010 NPT Review Conference on the Middle
East. The EU has continuously expressed its readiness to assist in the process and help produce a conducive
atmosphere. Furthermore, the EU continues to provide substantive funding to the UN Institute for Disarmament
Research (UNIDIR) on a process of confidence-building leading to the establishment of a zone free of nuclear
weapons and all other weapons of mass destruction and their delivery systems in the Middle East.

The EU takes note of the successful convening and outcome of the UN Conference in 2019 on the establishment
of a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction and their delivery systems.
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The EU recalls that such zones can only be established on the basis of arrangements freely arrived at between all
States of the region concerned as set out in the 1999 Guidelines of the UN Disarmament Commission (UNDC).

The EU also recognises the legitimate interest of non-nuclear weapon States in receiving unequivocal security
assurances from nuclear weapon States as part of binding and agreed security arrangements. Negative security
assurances can be an important confidence building measure which strengthen the nuclear non-proliferation
regime, contribute to nuclear disarmament and enhance regional and global security, in line with the goals and
objectives of the NPT. We stress the importance of continued reaffirmation by nuclear weapon States of their
existing security assurances, endorsed by relevant UN Security Council resolutions.

We recall that Russia has violated its commitment to refrain from the threat or use of force against the territorial
integrity or sovereignty of Ukraine under the Budapest Memorandum of 1994 on security assurances, in
connection with Ukraine’s accession to the NPT as a non-nuclear weapon State.

Mr. Chair,

This year marks the 25th anniversary of the CTBT’s opening for signature. Promoting universal adherence to and
the entry into force of the CTBT is a top priority for the EU. The Treaty is a strong confidence and security
building measure at international, regional and bilateral level, one of the key pillars of the international
disarmament and non-proliferation architecture contributing to global peace and security. It is an effective
instrument with a solid and effective verification mechanism. All EU Member States have ratified the CTBT and
are abiding by its obligations. We urge all States that have not yet done so, in particular those listed in Annex 11,
to sign and ratify the CTBT without any preconditions or further delay. We welcome the latest ratifications by
Cuba and the Union of Comoros, increasing the number of ratifications to 170. Until the treaty is universalised, it
is also crucial that all States fully observe the moratorium on nuclear test explosions and other nuclear explosions
and refrain from any actions contrary to the object and purpose of the Treaty.

The European Union welcomes the election of Dr. Robert Floyd as Executive Secretary of the Comprehensive
Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO) on 20 May 2021. We count on his leadership to take further
important steps towards the universalisation and the entry into force of the Treaty. The EU will continue to
provide its full support to take this important work forward. We thank the outgoing Executive Secretary, Dr.
Lassina Zerbo, for his leadership and tireless efforts in promoting the CTBT over the past eight years. The EU
supports the UN Secretary General’s Agenda for Disarmament Action 4: ‘Bring the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-
Ban Treaty into force’.

Mr. Chair,

The JCPOA, a key element of the global nuclear non-proliferation architecture, endorsed unanimously by the UN
Security Council through its resolution 2231 (2015). It is the fruit of effective multilateralism and indicative of
the important work done by members of the international community when working collectively. In this context,
the European Union welcomes the declared intention of the United States to re-join the JCPOA.

The EU has repeatedly regretted Iran’s violations of the JCPOA that started in July 2019 and continues to date.
We remain deeply concerned about Iran’s continued accumulation of low as well as highly enriched uranium, in
violation of the JCPOA. Both are key steps in the development of a nuclear weapon and Iran has no credible
civilian need for either measure. Iran’s continued R&D with advanced centrifuges, as well as activities with
uranium metal are of particular concern. These activities are in violation of the JCPOA. They also raise serious
non-proliferation concerns, particularly following Iran’s decision to suspend the implementation of the Additional
Protocol and JCPOA transparency provisions, which has substantially decreased IAEA access to key information
about Iran’s nuclear programme. We urge Iran to reverse these activities and return to full implementation of its
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commitments without delay. In addition, we urge Iran to commit to scheduling a firm date for the seventh round
of negotiations in Vienna.

It is crucial that Iran fully cooperates with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). The necessary
verification and monitoring activities including transparency measures foreseen under the JCPOA need to be
restored. In addition, Iran must fully and promptly cooperate with the IAEA on the four outstanding safeguards-
related issues and provide the necessary clarifications. The EU highly values the work and the professionalism of
the IAEA. Its impartial and technical work is of utmost importance and is a cornerstone for the credibility of the
JCPOA.

The DPRK’s actions and stated intention to continue developing its nuclear and ballistic missile programmes and
earlier announcements that it no longer considers itself bound by its moratorium on nuclear testing is a matter of
grave concern. The DPRK must abandon its nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction as well as its ballistic
missile and existing nuclear programmes in line with its obligations under UN Security Council resolutions. The
EU calls on the DPRK to continue refraining from testing nuclear weapons and to implement a full moratorium
on all types of ballistic missile launches. DPRK’s recent missile and ballistic activities reflect the fact that the
country continues to produce weapons of mass destruction and their delivery systems, which directly threaten
regional and international peace and security. The DPRK must return to full compliance with its obligations
under the NPT as a non-nuclear weapons State and the IJAEA Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement. The EU
urges the DPRK to bring into force an Additional Protocol to that Agreement and to sign and ratify the
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) without delay.

The EU calls on the DPRK to respond constructively to the readiness for dialogue expressed by the United States
and the Republic of Korea. The EU stands ready to support new diplomatic processes aimed at pursuing
sustainable peace and security and the complete, verifiable, and irreversible denuclearisation of the Korean
Peninsula. In the meantime, the EU will continue to encourage the full implementation of all relevant UN
sanctions while implementing its own autonomous sanctions regime on the DPRK and calls on all states to fully
and effectively implement all DPRK-related sanctions.

Mr. Chair,

The EU and its Member States reiterate their longstanding support for an immediate commencement and early
conclusion of the negotiation in the Conference on Disarmament of a Treaty banning the production of fissile
material for nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices, and we support starting such negotiations in
accordance with the document CD/1299 and the mandate contained therein. To demonstrate our continued
commitment, the EU has become a supporter of the UN Secretary General’s Agenda for Disarmament Action 7:
‘Conclude a Treaty Banning Fissile Materials for Nuclear Weapons’.

Starting such negotiations is not only an EU priority, but the overwhelming will of the international community,
as manifested in the 2010 NPT Review Conference Action Plan and reiterated by UN General Assembly
Resolution 73/65, which reaffirmed the urgent necessity of negotiating and bringing to a conclusion a non-
discriminatory, multilateral and internationally and effectively verifiable treaty banning the production of fissile
material for nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices. In the meantime, we call on all States possessing
nuclear weapons that have not yet done so to declare and uphold an immediate moratorium on their production of
fissile material for use in nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices. We welcome the action by France,
which has declared a moratorium and dismantled or converted such facilities, and call on others to follow suit.

We welcome the convening of the Group of Governmental experts (GGE) to consider the role of nuclear
verification in advancing nuclear disarmament in 2021 and support further efforts in all relevant fora. In this
regard, we welcome the contribution of practical cooperation such as the Quad Nuclear Verification Partnership
and practical exercises, such as the Belgian exercise regarding the plutonium measurement methods, the Franco -
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German Nuclear Disarmament Verification (NuDiVe) exercises as well as the research and demonstration of high
explosive detection methods carried out by the Netherlands, within the International Partnership for Nuclear
Disarmament Verification (IPNDV) format. While verification is not an end in itself, further development of the
multilateral nuclear disarmament verification capabilities would assist in the achievement and maintenance of a
world without nuclear weapons.

I thank you Mr. Chair,

EU Statement on Other Weapons of Mass Destruction
United Nations General Assembly First Committee
76th Session
New York, October 2021

Mr. Chair,
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.

The Candidate Countries Turkey, the Republic of North Macedonia*, Montenegro*, and Albania*, the country of
the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidate Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Ukraine and
Georgia, align themselves with this statement.

In a world of geopolitical tensions and multifaceted threats to international and regional stability, the EU will
enhance its efforts to promote peace and security and work together with other partners to uphold fundamental
values and strengthen the capacity of the UN to fulfil its mandate in that regard.

The proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and their means of delivery remains a grave threat to
international peace and security. While the international treaty regimes and export control arrangements have
slowed down the spread of WMD and their delivery systems, a number of States have sought or are seeking to
develop such weapons, and the risk that terrorists could access such weapons, material or means of delivery
remains real.

Compliance with and enforcement of international obligations is a fundamental pillar of a global effort to uphold
the international arms control, disarmament and non-proliferation architecture and to prevent an erosion of this
landscape.

Mr. Chair,

The EU reiterates that the use of chemical weapons by anyone - be it a State or a non - State actor - anywhere,
at any time and under any circumstances is a violation of international law and can amount to the most serious
crimes of international concern - war crimes and crimes against humanity.

* The Republic of North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to be part of the Stabilisation and
Association Process.
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Impunity for the use of chemical weapons must not and will not be tolerated. Ending impunity and ensuring
accountability are crucial to preserve the integrity of the established norms and to prevent the re-emergence of
chemical weapons.

We denounce the Syrian Arab Republic’s continued violation of its obligations as a State Party to the Chemical
Weapons Convention (CWC) and strongly condemn the use of chemical weapons by the Syrian Arab Air Force.
We welcome the Decision adopted by the 25th Conference of States Parties to the CWC suspending the voting
rights and privileges of the Syrian Arab Republic due to its failure to comply with the Convention.

The EU continues to fully support the work of the OPCW Declaration Assessment Team (DAT), the Fact Finding
Mission (FFM) as well the Investigation and Identification Team (IIT) in seeking to resolve the identified gaps
and inconsistencies in the Syrian initial declaration, in investigating chemical weapons use in Syria as well as in
identifying the perpetrators of chemical attacks in Syria.

The EU reiterates its full confidence in the professionalism, impartiality and independence of the OPCW
Technical Secretariat and underlines the OPCW complementarity with the work of the United Nations. In this
context, the EU appreciates the regular sharing of information of OPCW activities and investigations with the
United Nations Secretary-General, the UN Security Council regarding the Syrian Chemical Weapons Programme
and the International, Impartial and Independent Mechanism (IIIM) established in 2016.

The European Union condemns in the strongest possible terms the attempt to assassinate Alexei Navalny, through
poisoning using a chemical nerve agent of the “Novichok” group in August 2020. The poisoning has been
confirmed, without doubt, by specialised laboratories in Germany, France and Sweden, as well as by the OPCW.

More than one year on from the attack, the EU continues to call on the Russian Federation to investigate this
assassination attempt without further delay, and to fully cooperate with the OPCW and facilitate a Technical
Assistance Visit in order to ensure a fully transparent and impartial international investigation.

Those responsible for the assassination attempt on Mr. Navalny must be brought to justice. On 14 October 2020
under its Chemical Weapons Sanctions Regime, the European Union imposed restrictive measures against six
Russian individuals and one entity responsible for inducing and providing support to the poisoning of Mr.
Navalny with the Novichok nerve agent.

The EU also condemns the use of chemical agents in the murder of the DPRK citizen, Kim Jong Nam in 2017,
and of the March 2018 chemical attack in Salisbury.

The European Union also continues to demonstrate its commitment to strengthen collective efforts to ensure
accountability for perpetrators of chemical attacks through the International Partnership A gainst Impunity for the
Use of Chemical Weapons (PAI).

Mr. Chair,

The EU continues to support the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) politically,
diplomatically and financially to ensure the full and effective implementation of and universal adherence to the
Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC). We reiterate our call once again upon those States not yet party to the
CWC - the DPRK, Egypt, Israel and South Sudan - to join the Convention without further delay.

The EU provides significant voluntary financial contributions in support of the OPCW core activities, such as
international cooperation through the OPCW Africa Programme, and the establishment of the new Centre for
Chemistry and Technology. In addition, the European Union has contributed €2.1M to the Trust Fund for Security
and Business Continuity, in support of activities under the OPCW Cyber Security, Resilience and Information
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Assurance Programme, to be carried out over the next two years. The voluntary funding supports investment in
secure digital information and communication infrastructure.

Mr. Chair,

The EU and its Member States reaffirm our strong support for the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention
(BTWC), the global norm against biological weapons and a fundamental pillar of the international community’s
efforts to prevent disease from ever being used as such a weapon. We fully engage in international efforts to
improve bio-safety and bio-security around the globe. Today, as the COVID-19 pandemic is testing the resilience
of our societies and the international community as a whole, we must strengthen the Convention and its
implementation. This necessitates keeping pace with the rapid developments which are taking place in biological
sciences and biotechnology, inter alia by establishing a science and technology review mechanism. The EU and
its Member States are entirely committed to contributing to the success of the forthcoming Ninth Review
Conference of the BTWC next year and continue to provide substantial support to the Convention, including
significant financial contributions.

The EU also supports politically and financially the UN Secretary-General’s Mechanism for Investigation of
Alleged Use of Chemical and Biological Weapons (UNSGM). As the only currently available independent
international instrument for investigating the possible use of bacteriological (biological) or toxin weapons that
may constitute a violation of the 1925 Geneva Protocol or other relevant rules of international law as mandated in
paragraph 4 of resolution 42/37C, the UNSGM is a key component of the non-proliferation and disarmament
architecture.

Mr. Chair,

The EU underlines the continued key importance of UN Security Council Resolution 1540 and its follow -on
Resolutions, which establish legally-binding obligations for all States to prevent and deter non-State actors from
obtaining access to weapons of mass destruction, their means of delivery and related materials. The EU ’s
capacity-building assistance in support of UNSCR 1540 has significantly helped States to fulfil their reporting
obligations and facilitated cooperation between relevant stakeholders.

Furthermore, the EU and its Member States continue to support the Global Partnership against the Spread of
Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruction, the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism and the
Proliferation Security Initiative.

The EU reaffirms its full support for the establishment of a zone free of nuclear and other WMD and their
delivery systems in the Middle East. As stated in the 2010 NPT Review Conference Action Plan, such zones can
only be established on the basis of arrangements freely arrived at between all States of the region concerned.

The EU urges Iran to refrain from any ballistic missile activities that are inconsistent with UN Security Council
Resolution 2231. The EU fully implements the resolution with respect to the export of missile-related items to
and from Iran and calls upon Iran to fully respect all relevant UN Security Council resolutions related to the
transfer of missiles and relevant material and technology to state and non-state actors. We reiterate our long-
standing serious concern about the regional military build-up.

Since December 2012, the Syrian regime has made a repeated use of ballistic missiles. This is alarming. The
Syrian activities related to missile technology, along with strong indications of technical and financial support
from third countries and the resulting proliferation of missile technology from the Syrian soil to non -state actors
in the region, constitute a source of concern for the international community.

The EU is gravely concerned about the continued build-up of the DPRK’s missile capabilities as demonstrated by
its launch of ballistic missiles on 15 September and its announcement that it test fired cruise missiles on 11 and
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12 September 2021. The repeated ballistic missile launches by the DPRK represent a serious threat to regional
and international peace and security and violate multiple UN Security Council Resolutions. We call on the DPRK
to abandon its nuclear and any other Weapons of Mass Destruction programmes as well as its delivery systems
programme and existing nuclear programme in a complete, verifiable and irreversible manner and to fully comply
with all its international obligations and commitments. The EU urges the DPRK to engage in dialogue and
undertake constructive action towards this objective. Until this happens, the EU and its Member States will
continue to strictly enforce existing sanctions and encourage and support all other States to do the same. The EU
and its Member States recall that all UN Member States are obliged to implement the restrictions targeting the
DPRK’s illegal activities, as imposed by the UN Security Council, and should do their utmost to curb
proliferation of goods and technology which could contribute to the DPRK’s nuclear, other weapons of mass
destruction or ballistic missile-related programmes, including the transfer of dual-use items and their financing.

Mr. Chair,

The EU has been a firm supporter of the Hague Code of Conduct against Ballistic Missile Proliferation (HCoC)
since its inception. The HCoC is the result of efforts by the international community to regulate the area of
ballistic missiles capable of carrying weapons of mass destruction. An integral part of the multilateral non-
proliferation architecture, the HCoC is the only multilateral transparency and confidence building instrument
relating to the spread of ballistic missiles.

All EU Member States have subscribed to the Code. We welcome the increase on the number of signatories, since
the signing and entry into force in November 2002, from 93 to 143. The EU will continue in its diplomatic
outreach to a number of non-subscribing States in support of the universalisation of the Code.

The EU recognises the crucial contribution of export control regimes towards ensuring a safer and more secure
world. We also recognise the role of those regimes in underpinning key disarmament and non-proliferation
instruments such as the NPT. The EU also recalls that the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) plays a
crucial role in tackling the proliferation of ballistic missiles, cruise missiles and other unmanned aerial vehicle
(UAV) technologies and that all EU Member States should be allowed to participate in its work. The EU strongly
supports the MTCR and other international export control regimes, such as the Australia Group, the Nuclear
Suppliers Group and the Wassenaar Arrangement.

I thank you, Mr. Chair

EU Statement
UN General Assembly 76th Session
First Committee
Thematic Discussion on Outer Space
New York, October 2021
Mr. Chair,

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.

The Candidate Countries Turkey, the Republic of North Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Serbia* and Albania*, the
country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidate Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as
Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia, align themselves with this statement.

* The Republic of North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to be part of the Stabilisation and
Association Process.
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The EU and its Member States continue to strongly promote the preservation of a safe, secure and sustainable
space environment and the peaceful use of outer space on an equitable and mutually-acceptable basis. In line with
applicable international treaties, we recognise outer space as a global commons, to be used for the b enefit of all.
Many of the systems and services that are today essential for well-being as well as security depend directly or
indirectly on space.

The EU and its MS continue to promote the preservation of a safe, secure and sustainable space environment and
the peaceful use of outer space as a key priority for us, and in our common interest for present and future
generations. Thus, as firm believers in multilateralism with a strong United Nations at its core, we consider that
this is best achieved through international cooperation.

The EU and its Member States underline that the 1967 Outer Space Treaty and other applicable international law,
as well as the guiding principles developed in the UN framework, constitute the cornerstone of the global
governance of outer space. We note the applicability of international law, including the UN Charter, to outer
space in the interest of maintaining international peace and security and promoting international cooperation and
understanding, as also reflected in Article 3 of the Outer Space Treaty. The EU and its Member States stress the
importance of conducting space activities in accordance therewith.

The EU and its Member States remain strongly committed to the prevention of an arms race in outer space, which
is essential for strengthening international security and stability and for safeguarding the long-term use of the
space environment for peaceful purposes.

The EU and its Member States actively contribute to and support the work of the UN Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) and its Subcommittees and welcome the progress made on the Long-Term
Sustainability of Outer Space Activities.

The space environment is becoming increasingly congested, contested and competitive. Outer space is an area
where we have seen a considerable amount of challenges to our common security in recent years and this merits
our full attention, including at and beyond the present UNGA. The destruction of space objects or interruptions of
their services pose an inherent risk to connected societies increasingly dependent on these services. Furthermore,
the dual-use nature of many space objects and systems poses challenges when it comes to protecting space assets
and identifying threats, distinguishing between innocuous behaviours and potentially threatening ones.

Mr. Chair,

The EU and its Member States remain convinced that transparency and confidence-building measures can make
an important contribution to the security, safety and sustainability of activities in outer space. They highlight the
importance of the mutually-reinforcing role of transparency and confidence-building measures, reducing the risks
of misperception, miscalculation, and unintended conflict escalation, and the need to advocate for responsible
behaviour in outer space. The EU and its Member States will continue to advocate for responsible behaviour in
outer space, as well as a comprehensive approach in addressing challenges, risks and threats to the peaceful use
of outer space, in compliance with international law, notably in the framework of the United Nations.

Without excluding the possibility of a legally binding instrument in the future, the EU and its Member States
believe that voluntary measures constitute a pragmatic way forward at the moment, starting with norms, rules and
principles of responsible behaviours, through an incremental and inclusive process. The EU and its Member
States emphasise that any future legally binding framework in the scope of space security should be effective and
verifiable and should cover all relevant threats, be they Earth-to-space, space-to-space, or space-to-Earth.
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Mr. Chair,

The rapid growth of human activities in space, coupled with the increased diversity of space operators, makes it
ever more necessary to develop new international norms, rules and standards, guidelines, best practices, measures
to reduce the risk of misunderstandings and misperception, and other transparency and confidence-building
measures within the UN framework to govern human activity in space, ensuring compliance with existing
international law and transparency and confidence-building measures.

The EU and its Member States remain concerned about the continued development, testing and proliferation of
anti-satellite weapons (ASAT), both ground-based and co-orbital and underline the importance of addressing such
dangerous and highly destabilising developments promptly and as part of international efforts to prevent threat to
objects in outer space. There are particular risks associated with these weapons. Among the most visible threats
are kinetic anti-satellite tests, be they ground-based or co-orbital, their effects are the destruction of the targeted
satellite as well as the collateral generation of space debris, potentially long lived debris. The EU and its Member
States urge all States to refrain from the destruction of space objects that generate space debris, especially
multiple long-lived debris as it causes harm to the peaceful exploration and use of outer space.

In this context, the commitment to responsible behaviour is essential to avoid potentially harmful interference
with the peaceful exploration and use of outer space and to facilitate equitable access to outer space for all.

It is therefore urgent and in the interest of all States to pragmatically and immediately improve space security.
Given the dual-use nature of many space systems, the EU and its Member States believe that an approach based
on behaviours, supported by relevant monitoring capabilities, is the most pragmatic way forward to improving
space security today as it will help to reduce the risks of misunderstandings, misperceptions and miscalculation
and it will therefore help decrease the risk of conflicts and escalation in outer space. This kind of approach may
be more long-lasting as it would address the risk of the development of technologies overtaking any eventual
agreements.

The EU and its Member States consider that the process launched with UNGA Resolution 75/36 on “Reducing
space threats through responsible behaviours”, will further help create the momentum for more ambitious steps,
which could include the possibility of a new legally binding instrument in the future. The EU and its Member
States supported this initiative and contributed to the UNSG report with a joint reply. Efforts to pursue political
commitments, through a comprehensive approach, dealing with all aspects of space activities, and as a
complement to compliance with existing international law, remain relevant. The EU and its Member States
believe that convening an open-ended working group in this regard is a promising, inclusive and pragmatic
approach in the near term that could result in agreeing on a voluntary instrument to establish principles,
standards, rules and norms of responsible behaviour across the full range of space activities and related
challenges.

Mr. Chair,

Universally-shared, multilaterally agreed principles of responsible behaviour should increase international
cooperation in space, commit to mutual non-interference in the peaceful exploration and use of outer space,
facilitate an equitable access to outer space and increase transparency in the conduct of space activities.

The EU and its Member States consider it important to jointly pursue and intensify efforts to address challenges
in outer space, with the involvement of all UN Member States and therefore continue to be fully commi tted to
engage constructively in discussions on the prevention of threats in outer space.

Thank you, Mr. Chair.

21-18117 65/246



A/C.1/76/INF/5

EU Statement
Thematic Discussion on Conventional Weapons
United Nations General Assembly First Committee
76th Session
New York, October 2021
Mr. Chair,

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.

The Candidate Countries Turkey, the Republic of North Macedonia*, Montenegro*, and Albania*, the country of
the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidate Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as the
Republic of Moldova, align themselves with this statement.

Security is a precondition of development. Conflict not only causes human casualties but also destroys
infrastructure, including social infrastructure; it also encourages criminality, deters investment and makes normal
economic activity impossible. A number of countries and regions are caught in a cycle of conflict, insecurity and
poverty. The EU considers that, in line with the 2030 Agenda (SDG Targets 16.1 and 16.4) a sustainable
development cannot be realised without peace and security, and that peace and security will be at risk without
sustainable development.

The EU recalls that the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons and its constituent Protocols, is an
important instrument of International Humanitarian Law (IHL) and one of the major instruments for conventional
disarmament. The EU reiterates the commitment of the European Union and its Member States to respect and
comply fully with IHL, including through full implementation of the EU Guidelines on the promotion of
compliance with THL.

In view of the upcoming 6th Review Conference of the CCW, the EU supports efforts to universalise and
strengthen the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW) and stresses the importance of compliance
with all CCW provisions and annexed Protocols. We trust that appropriate time will be allocated to a structured
debate on the most relevant issues, in particular the importance of compliance with the provisions of the
Convention and its annexed Protocols, including Protocol III. We strongly support efforts to strengthen this
important instrument of International Humanitarian Law in order to reduce the humanitarian harm and minimise
the risks and effects in particular of landmines, improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and explosive remnants of
war. In this regard, we welcome an update of the Political Declaration on IEDs. We remain concerned at the
humanitarian impact and the heavy consequences on social and economic development arising from the
indiscriminate and disproportionate use of Mines Other Than Anti-Personnel Mines (MOTAPM) and believe that
MOTAPM should remain on the CCW agenda.

The EU has most recently shown its support for the CCW in its Council Decision CSFP 2021/1694 in support of
the universalisation, implementation and strengthening of the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the
Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have
Indiscriminate Effects (CCW) of 21 September 2021. In this decision the EU has pledged over 1.6 million Euro
to UNODA for the implementation of projects in support of the Convention.

* The Republic of North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to be part of the Stabilisation and
Association Process.
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The EU welcomes the substantive contribution by the Group of Governmental Experts (GGE) on emerging
technologies in the area of lethal autonomous weapons systems (LAWS). We would like to see the remaining
session of the GGE in 2021 focused on reaching consensus on recommendations in relation to the clarification,
consideration, and development of aspects of the normative and operational framework on LAWS. We call upon
all High Contracting Parties to engage constructively ahead of the CCW Review Conference in order to achieve
substantive results. The CCW remains the relevant international forum in this regard, combining diplomatic, legal
and military expertise.

Mr. Chair,

The Anti-Personnel Landmine Convention (APLC) is a transformative milestone for disarmament, and an
example of what the EU stands for: a rules-based international order, rooted in respect for human rights and
international humanitarian law. The European Union stands united in its support for the universal ban on anti-
personnel mines. The Convention is a crucial international instrument providing a comprehensive response to end
the suffering and casualties caused by anti-personnel mines, including by prohibiting their use, stockpiling,
production, trade and transfer and ensuring their destruction, as well as mine clearance and making provision for
victim assistance. We are concerned by the potential humanitarian impact arising from the failure of Eritrea to
comply with its Article 5 obligations, and call upon it to take the necessary steps to ensure full compliance with
its obligations.

We appeal to all actors to refrain from the production, stockpiling, trade and transfer of anti-personnel mines and
strongly condemn their use anywhere, anytime, and by any actor, whether States or non-State actors. We urge all
States that have not yet done so to join the Convention without delay, and as an interim step, to comply with the
norms of the Convention.

Implementing the Convention is fundamental for peace, stabilisation and economic recovery. We continue to
honour our commitments with a view to achieving a world free of anti-personnel mines, as set out in the Oslo
Action plan. The EU and its Member States have a long history of support, through their various instruments, to
countries affected by mines in their efforts to clear mines and destroy stockpiles, to promote education on the
risks of mines, and to provide assistance to victims, their families and communities. For example the recently
adopted EU Council Decision 2021/257/CFSP provides 2.6 million EUR over a period of four years to the full
implementation of the Oslo action plan and the universalisation of the Convention. In addition to this, the EU and
its Member States have contributed more than 400 million EUR to mine action since 2019.

The EU welcomes the humanitarian achievements of the Convention on Cluster Munitions (CCM), which has
celebrated its 10th anniversary since its entry into force. We are deeply concerned by the unac ceptable impact on
civilian populations of the indiscriminate use of cluster munitions, including the extensive use of cluster
munitions in Syria, as well as uses in Yemen, Libya and most recently in the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. We call
upon all actors to refrain from such use and to fully observe the principles of International Humanitarian Law.
The EU is grateful to Switzerland for successfully hosting the Second Review Conference of the CCM, where
States Parties adopted by consensus the Lausanne Declaration and the Lausanne Action plan, which will serve as
a key guide for States Parties in realising the objectives set out in the Convention over the next 5 years.

Mr. Chair,

The EU and its Member States reaffirm their strong support for the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). It is a key
international instrument aimed at establishing the highest possible common international standards for regulating
the international trade in conventional arms and preventing and eradicating the illicit trade of conventional arms
and preventing their diversion. Universalisation and the full implementation of the ATT ranks high among
priorities of the EU. In this light, we call on all UN Member States, especially the major arms importers,
exporters and transit States, to ratify or accede to the ATT without further delay.
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Transparency is key to the proper implementation of the ATT. The EU calls on all States Parties to fulfil their
treaty obligations regarding regular reporting and to make their reports publicly available, which would act as a
further confidence building measure.

In line with the 2018 EU Strategy against illicit firearms, small arms and light weapons (SALW) and their
ammunition, the EU has committed to prevent and curb the illicit trade in SALW and their ammunition and to
promote accountability and responsibility with regard to their legal trade. Furthermore, the EU has adopted a
uniform approach to the export of SALW and their ammunition, while establishing a set of common features that
end-user certificates will have to respect in order to diminish the risk of diversion to illicit or unintended users
(Council Decision 2021/38/CFSP).

The EU strongly encourages the full implementation of the UN Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and
Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects (UN PoA). In this respect we
welcomes the results of the Seventh Biennial Meeting of States (BMS7) in July this year. The EU is a committed
supporter of the International Tracing Instrument (ITI), one of the most important achievements of the UN PoA
and an essential tool in the fight against diversion, un-authorised re-export and the illicit trade in SALW.
However, the ITI must adapt to technological developments to keep its relevance and full effectiveness.

The EU underscores the importance of a gender sensitive approach to SALW-control, highlights the differing
impacts of armed violence on women, men, girls and boys, and promotes the role of women in the
implementation of the UN PoA and gender mainstreaming in SALW control actions as a condition for their
effectiveness.

Terrorist attacks all around the world, including on European soil, illustrate the link between organised crime and
terrorism, notably in the trafficking of firearms. The EU recognizes the role of the UN PoA in the fight against
terrorism, including in connection to Man-Portable Air-Defence Systems (MANPADS) as these weapons pose a
very specific risk when diverted into unauthorised hands. We also welcome the recognition of the successful
model of regional and sub-regional roadmaps that the EU supports.

The EU continues to believe that the implementation of the UN PoA must be supported by synergies with other
international and regional instruments focused on similar objectives such as the Arms Trade Treaty and the UN
Firearms Protocol. In order to reinforce international cooperation and effective implementation of the UN PoA
we need to build on the momentum generated by the successful outcome of the BMS7 and the Seventh
Conference of States Parties to the Arms Trade Treaty.

Mr. Chair,

We welcome the ongoing consultation process Protecting Civilians in Urban Warfare which Ireland has launched
with the aim of contributing to the elaboration of a Political Declaration to address the humanitarian harm arising
from the indiscriminate and disproportionate use of explosive weapons in populated areas

The EU also welcomes the agreement of a consensus report in September in the UN Group of Governmental
Experts on Problems arising from the accumulation of conventional ammunition stockpiles in surplus with
substantial recommendations as an important success for conventional arms control and look forward to the
timely continuation of the process. The GGE report is rich in substance — from exploration of safety and security
considerations, and existing gaps in through-life ammunition management to key overarching issues such as
international cooperation and assistance and gender mainstreaming. This report also recommends to elaborate
under the auspices of the General Assembly a new global framework which should address existing gaps in
through-life ammunition management, including international cooperation and assistance, without prejudice to
national legal systems, regarding national ammunition ownership, possession and use, as a set of political
commitments which will be part of a comprehensive framework to support safe, secure, and sustainable through -
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life ammunition management at the national, sub-regional, regional and global levels, building upon and
complementing existing frameworks.

I thank you, Mr. Chair.
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76¢éme session de I’Assemblée générale des Nations-Unies
Premiére Commission
Octobre 2021

Déclaration de la France

« DESARMEMENT NUCLEAIRE »

La 10éme conférence d’examen du Traité de non-prolifération, dont nous avons fété 1’an passé le 50¢éme
anniversaire, sera un moment phare de 1’année 2022. Il doit étre I’occasion de réaffirmer le caractére central du
TNP dans le régime de non-prolifération, et de reconnaitre les bénéfices immenses qu’il a apportés a la sécurité
internationale. Le TNP est I’un des traités les plus universels au monde. Il est le seul traité a permettre d’éviter la
prolifération des armes nucléaires et de réduire toute possibilité de confrontation nucléaire, tout en apportant a
chacun les bénéfices des usages pacifiques de 1’énergie nucléaire.

1) Le TNP aura également permis de considérablement limiter le nombre d’Etats qui ont acquis I’arme nucléaire.
Toutefois, la prolifération nucléaire continue de poser une menace sérieuse a la paix et la stabilité régionale et
internationale et doit ainsi rester notre priorité collective.

S’agissant de 1’Iran, la France reste fermement engagée en faveur du JCPOA et de sa préservation. Notre objectif
reste constant : 1’Iran ne doit jamais se doter de I’arme nucléaire. En dépit de nos efforts pour préserver cet
accord, I’Agence internationale de 1’énergie atomique (AIEA) confirme que 1’Iran poursuit depuis plusieurs mois
des activités extrémement préoccupantes en violation du JCPoA, y compris la production d’uranium enrichi a 20
et 60% et d’uranium métal, qui constituent des étapes clés dans la fabrication d’une arme et qui n’ont aucune
explication civile crédible en Iran. L’Iran n’a aujourd’hui jamais été aussi prés d’une capacité du seuil. C’est
d’autant plus préoccupant qu’il a considérablement réduit sa coopération avec I’AIEA, s’est désengagé des
arrangements de vérification et de suivi de I’Accord et a cessé 1’application du Protocole additionnel, empéchant
I’ Agence de mettre pleinement en ceuvre le mandat qui lui a été confié. Nous soutenons fermement les efforts du
Directeur général de I’ AIEA et de ses équipes pour préserver la continuité de la connaissance de 1’ Agence sur le
programme iranien et pour obtenir des réponses a ses questions portant sur certaines activités et matiéres non-
déclarées en Iran. Nous poursuivons nos efforts, en étroite coordination avec nos partenaires, pour que 1’Iran
mette un terme sans délai a toutes ses activités en violation du JCPoA et reprenne les négociations de Vienne,
qu’il a lui-mé&me suspendues il y a plus de trois mois, en vue de conclure rapidement un accord sur le retour des
Etats-Unis et de 1I’Iran au respect de leurs engagements au titre du JCPoA. La pleine mise en ceuvre de 1’ Accord
sur le nucléaire iranien doit aller de pair avec le respect de la résolution 2231 alors que 1’Iran poursuit le
développement a un rythme soutenu de son programme balistique. Il s’agit d’une nécessité de non-prolifération et
de sécurité, non seulement pour le Moyen-Orient mais également pour I’ensemble de la communauté
internationale.

Moins d’un mois avant I’ouverture de cette Premiére commission dédiée au désarmement et a la sécurité
internationale, la Corée du Nord a procédé a de nouveaux tirs de missiles qui nous rappellent, une fois de plus, sa
détermination a poursuivre et diversifier ses programmes d’armes de destruction massive et de leurs vecteurs au
mépris des résolutions du Conseil de sécurité des Nations Unies et des conséquences néfastes de ces activités sur
la paix et la sécurité régionale comme internationale. Seul pays a avoir procédé a des essais nucléaires au
XXIéme siecle, la Corée du Nord continue de donner la priorité au développement de ses arsenaux nucléaire,
balistique et d’armes de destruction massives en toute illégalité, a se soustraire a ses engagements au titre du
Traité sur la non-prolifération et a défier 1’autorité du Conseil de sécurité. Le refus de la RPDC de s’engager de
bonne foi dans un dialogue sérieux sur la dénucléarisation compléte, vérifiable et irréversible et 1’adaptation
systématique de ses méthodes pour contourner les sanctions sont inacceptables. Nous devons poursuivre nos
efforts pour assurer la mise en ceuvre stricte, entiere et universelle de ces sanctions pour que le régime nord-

70/246 21-18117



A/C.1/76/INF/5

coréen accepte enfin le dialogue et abandonne de maniére compléte, vérifiable et irréversible ses programmes
proliférants.

2) Sur le désarmement, la France se conforme pleinement a ses engagements au titre de 1’article VI du TNP. Elle
le fait dans le cadre d’une approche progressive et pragmatique, la seule réaliste, de fagon a promouvoir la
stabilité régionale et internationale, sur la base d’une sécurité non diminuée pour tous.

Nous partageons 1’objectif, a terme, de 1’élimination totale des armes nucléaires, lorsque le contexte stratégique
le permettra. Aujourd’hui la France maintient son arsenal a un niveau le plus bas compatible avec le contexte
stratégique, conformément au principe de stricte suffisance.

Le bilan de la France en mati¢re de désarmement nucléaire est exemplaire et sans égal parmi les Etats dotés : en
attestent le démantélement irréversible des installations de production de matiéres fissiles pour les armes
nucléaires ; le démantélement complet de la composante nucléaire sol-sol ; la réduction de moiti¢ du nombre
d’armes nucléaires et la réduction d’un tiers de la composante océanique et de la composante aéroportée ; le
démantélement irréversible du site d’essais dans le Pacifique, parmi d’autres mesures.

La France accorde une grande importance aux efforts de transparence. Elle a précisé la composition de son
arsenal nucléaire, soit moins de 300 armes en tout, 4 sous-marins nucléaires lanceurs d’engins, trois lots de 16
missiles portés par sous-marins, et 54 missiles aéroportés.

Toutes ces décisions sont cohérentes avec notre refus de toute course aux armements et le maintien de notre
dissuasion nucléaire a un niveau de stricte suffisance. La France ne congoit la dissuasion nucléaire que comme
strictement défensive, pour protéger ses intéréts vitaux dans des circonstances extrémes de 1égitime défense,
conformément a la Charte des Nations-Unies. Elle est pleinement consciente de ses responsabilités particulicres,
notamment au titre de son statut d’Etat doté au sens du TNP. Elle expose réguliérement et publiquement sa
doctrine de dissuasion, dans un souci de transparence, comme en témoigne le discours du Président de la
République en février 2020.

La France accorde par ailleurs des garanties négatives de sécurité a tous les Etats non dotés parties au TNP qui
respectent leurs engagements de non-prolifération. Elle a soutenu, en prenant des engagements contraignants, la
création de zones exemptes d’armes nucléaires en Amérique Latine et dans les Caraibes, dans le Pacifique, en
Afrique et en Asie centrale. Ces engagements ont été confirmés au plus haut niveau de 1’Etat francais. Nous
souhaitons poursuivre le dialogue entre les pays de I’ASEAN et le P5 pour avancer vers la signature du protocole
au Traité de Bangkok instituant une zone exempte d’armes nucléaires en Asie du Sud-Est. Les pays de ’ASEAN
doivent également se saisir de la question.

La France a repris en septembre 2020 la présidence du processus P5, enceinte de dialogue réunissant les 5 Etats
dotés de I’arme nucléaire. Consciente des responsabilités spéciales qui incombent aux Etats du PS5, la France est
convaincue de I’importance d’un dialogue continu dans ce format, en particulier sur les politiques et doctrines
nucléaires et les enjeux stratégiques internationaux, pour maintenir la stabilité stratégique et réduire les risques
d’escalade involontaire. La France coordonne les travaux visant a mettre en ceuvre la feuille de route du PS5, telle
qu’agréée dés la conférence de Pékin et réaffirmée lors de la présidence britannique et a plusieurs reprises depuis
lors, avec pour objectif de formaliser une contribution positive des Etats du P5 a la conférence d’examen du TNP
par la concrétisation d’une série de livrables couvrant les 3 piliers du Traité. Nous vous renvoyons ici a la
déclaration de la France en tant que présidente du P5, prononcée lors du discours général de cette premiere
commission.

3) La prolongation pour 5 ans du traité New Start sur les arsenaux nucléaires stratégiques entre la Russie et les
Etats-Unis (en février dernier), puis la reprise du dialogue stratégique américano-russe a la suite du sommet
Biden-Poutine depuis juin dernier sont des signaux positifs. Toutefois, beaucoup d’efforts restent a faire en
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matiére de maitrise des armements. En particulier, depuis la fin du traité FNI, la France appelle a la tenue de
discussions visant a s’assurer que les intéréts de sécurité des Européens seront bien pris en compte dans une
négociation sur un nouvel instrument a méme d’assurer la stabilité stratégique sur le continent européen.
L’érosion des instruments de maitrise des armements est un sujet de préoccupation pour les Européens, qui
doivent étre parties prenantes de cette discussion, qui concerne leur sécurité.

4) Dans cet esprit, nous estimons dangereux de déconnecter les enjeux de désarmement nucléaire de la prise en
compte du contexte de sécurité, caractérisé par des tensions globales et régionales croissantes, | ’augmentation de
certains arsenaux, et par la prolifération des armes de destruction massive et de leurs vecteurs.

C’est la raison pour laquelle la France s’oppose au Traité d’interdiction des armes nucléaires (TTIAN). Loin de
renforcer I’architecture du désarmement et de la non-prolifération nucléaire, il fragilise au contraire gravement le
régime de non-prolifération, en premier lieu le TNP, dont il ne reprend pas les plus hauts standards. En effet, le
TIAN comporte des dispositions qui nient le caractere central du TNP : ainsi, il ne pose pas comme condition
d’adhésion d’étre partie au TNP et ne prévoit pas de régime de vérification. Il comporte en outre des dispositions
bien moins protectrices que le TNP, par exemple sur le droit d’accés au nucléaire civil, qui n’est pas encadré dans
le TIAN. Il n’est pas une réponse au risque de prolifération. Pour ces raisons, la France réitére qu’elle n’entend
pas y adhérer.

5) La France poursuivra son action résolue et déterminée en faveur des prochaines étapes réalistes et graduelles
du désarmement nucléaire, et nous appelons tous les Etats parties a nous rejoindre autour d’un agenda positif de
désarmement nucléaire, tel qu’exposé par le Président de la République :

Comme nous 1’avons évoqué, le premier objectif est la préservation de la primauté et de la centralité¢ du TNP pour
notre architecture de sécurité internationale.

L’entrée en vigueur du TICE est une autre priorité et nous appelons tous les Etats qui ne I’ont pas déja fait a
signer et ratifier le TICE. La France a été le premier Etat doté a signer et ratifier le TICE, il y a 25 ans, et
continue de soutenir activement les travaux de 1’OTICE, tant sur un plan scientifique et technique que financier.
L’achevement et I’entretien du systéme de surveillance international, installé & 92% et véritable clé de voiite du
régime de vérification, demeurent une priorité. Avec la certification de la station IS25, a la Guadeloupe en 2021,
la France remplit désormais tous ses engagements au titre du traité, et se singularise par cet effort.

La négociation, a la Conférence du désarmement, d’un Traité FMCT, sur la base du document CD/1299 et du
mandat qu’il contient, constitue également une étape incontournable et irremplacable vers un monde exempt
d’armes nucléaires. Un FMCT empéchera le développement quantitatif des arsenaux nucléaires. Il n’y aura pas de
monde exempt d’armes nucléaires sans FMCT. Nous appelons au lancement sans attendre des négociations sur un
trait¢ FMCT a la Conférence du désarmement.

Les échanges sur les enjeux techniques de la vérification du désarmement nucléaire entre Etats dotés et non dotés
d’armes nucléaires sont également importants pour accroitre la compréhension et renforcer la confiance entre les
Etats parties au TNP. La France contribue résolument aux travaux du Partenariat international sur la vérification
du désarmement nucléaire (IPNDV), a participé au groupe d’experts gouvernementaux (GGE) sur le réle de la
vérification en mati¢re de désarmement nucléaire, et maintiendra le méme niveau d’engagement au sein du
nouveau GGE qui débutera ses travaux d’ici quelques semaines. L’exercice international de terrain organisé
conjointement par 1’ Allemagne et la France NuDiVe mené en septembre 2019 était une réalisation inédite. Cette
coopération franco-allemande sur les enjeux concrets de la vérification du désarmement nucléaire a vocation a se
poursuivre, y compris d’ici quelques mois par un nouvel exercice de terrain simulant des procédures de
vérification du démantélement d’une téte nucléaire.
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Enfin, les efforts dans le domaine de la réduction des risques stratégiques doivent se poursuivre. Ils reposent
principalement sur la transparence des doctrines nucléaires, le dialogue entre responsables politiques et militaires
des Etats dotés ou possesseurs, les instruments de communication de crise et les mesures de réassurance, de
prévention et de gestion des crises.

Le PS5 apportera sa contribution aux discussions en cours sur ce sujet, afin notamment d’ouvrir la voie vers
I’identification de mesures de réduction des risques et le lancement d’un dialogue dans lequel les Etats non dotés
ont également un rdle a jouer.

L’engagement constructif et de bonne foi de tous les Etats parties sera un €¢lément déterminant pour la tenue
prochaine de la 10éme Conférence d’examen du TNP et partant, pour la préservation et le renforcement de cet
instrument crucial, pilier de 1’architecture de désarmement et non-prolifération./.

Courtesy translation

76th Session of the United Nations General Assembly
First Committee
October 2021

Statement by France

“NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT?”

The 10th Review Conference of the Non-Proliferation Treaty, of which we celebrated the 50th anniversary last
year, will be a key moment in 2022. It should be an opportunity to reaffirm the centrality of the NPT to the non-
proliferation regime, and to recognise the immense benefits it has brought to international security. The NPT is
one of the most universal treaties in the world. It is the only treaty that prevents the proliferation of nuclear
weapons and reduces the possibility of nuclear confrontation, while providing everyone with the benefits of the
peaceful uses of nuclear energy.

1) The NPT has also significantly limited the number of States that have acquired nuclear weapons. Nonetheless,
nuclear proliferation continues to pose a serious threat to regional and international peace and stability and must
therefore remain our collective priority.

With regard to Iran, France remains firmly committed to the JCPoA and its preservation. More broadly, our
objective remains constant: Iran must never acquire nuclear weapons. Despite our efforts to preserve this
agreement, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) confirms that Iran has been pursuing for several
months activities of great concern in violation of the JCPoA, including the production of 20 and 60% enriched
uranium and uranium metal, which are key steps in the manufacture of a weapon and which have no credible
civilian explanation in Iran. Iran has never been so close to a threshold capability. This is all the more worrying
given that Iran has significantly reduced its cooperation with the IAEA, disengaged from the verification and
monitoring arrangements of the Agreement, and stopped implementing the Additional Protocol, preventing the
Agency from fully implementing its mandate. We strongly support the efforts of the IAEA Director General and
his staff to maintain the continuity of the Agency’s knowledge of the Iranian programme and to obtain answers to
its questions about certain undeclared activities and materials in Iran. We continue our efforts, in close
coordination with our partners, to ensure that Iran immediately ceases all activities in violation of the JCPoA and
resumes the Vienna negotiations, which it itself suspended more than three months ago, with a view to reaching
an early agreement on the return of the United States and Iran to compliance with their commitments under the
JCPoA. Full implementation of the Iran Nuclear Deal must go hand in hand with compliance with Resolution
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2231 as Iran continues to develop its ballistic programme at a steady pace. This is a non-proliferation and
security necessity, not only for the Middle East but also for the entire international community.

Less than a month before the opening of this First Committee on Disarmament and International Security, North
Korea carried out new missile launches that remind us, once again, of its determination to pursue and diversify its
weapons of mass destruction programmes and their means of delivery in defiance of United Nations Security
Council resolutions and of the harmful consequences of these activities on regional and international peace and
security. As the only country to have conducted nuclear tests in the 21st century, DPRK continues to prioritise the
development of its nuclear, ballistic and weapons of mass destruction arsenals illegally, evading its commitments
under the Non-Proliferation Treaty and defying the authority of the Security Council. The DPRK’s refusal to
engage in good faith in a serious dialogue on complete, verifiable and irreversible denuclearisation and its
systematic adaptation of methods to circumvent sanctions are unacceptable. We must continue our efforts to
ensure the strict, full and universal implementation of these sanctions so that the North Korean regime finally
accepts dialogue and completely, verifiably and irreversibly abandons its proliferation programmes.

2) On disarmament, France fully complies with its commitments under Article VI of the NPT. It does so within
the framework of a progressive and pragmatic approach, the only realistic one, so as to promote regional and
international stability, on the basis of undiminished security for all.

We share the objective of the eventual total elimination of nuclear weapons, when the strategic context allows for
it. Today, France maintains its arsenal at the lowest level compatible with the strategic context, in accordance
with the principle of strict sufficiency.

France’s record on nuclear disarmament is exemplary and unparalleled among the nuclear-weapon States: the
irreversible dismantling of fissile material production facilities for nuclear weapons; the complete dismantling of
the ground-to-ground nuclear component; the halving of the number of nuclear weapons and the reduction of the
oceanic and airborne components by one third; the irreversible dismantling of the test site in the Pacific, amongst
other measures.

France attaches great importance to transparency efforts. It has clarified the composition of its nuclear arsenal,
with less than 300 weapons in all, 4 nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarines, three batches of 16 submarine-
launched missiles, and 54 airborne missiles.

All these decisions are consistent with our refusal to engage in any arms race and with the maintenance of our
nuclear deterrent at a level of strict sufficiency. France sees nuclear deterrence as strictly defensive only, to
protect its vital interests in extreme circumstances of self-defence, in accordance with the United Nations Charter.
It is fully aware of its particular responsibilities, in particular by virtue of its status as an NPT nuclear-weapon
state. It regularly and publicly sets out its doctrine of deterrence, with a view to transparency, as shown by the
speech of the President of the Republic in February 2020.

France also provides negative security assurances to all non-nuclear-weapon States that comply with their non-
proliferation commitments. It has supported, through binding commitments, the creation of nuclear-weapon-free
zones in Latin America and the Caribbean, the Pacific, Africa and Central Asia. These commitments have been
confirmed at the highest level of the French state. We wish to continue the dialogue between ASEAN countries
and the P5 to move towards the signature of the Protocol to the Bangkok Treaty establishing a nuclear-weapon-
free zone in South-East Asia. ASEAN countries should also take up this issue.

In September 2020, France took over the chairmanship of the P5 process, a forum for dialogue between the five
nuclear-weapon States. Aware of the special responsibilities incumbent on the P5 States, France is convinced of
the importance of a continuous dialogue in this format, in particular on nuclear policies and doctrines and
international strategic issues, to maintain strategic stability and reduce the risks of unintentional escalation.
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France is coordinating work to implement the P5 roadmap, as agreed at the Beijing conference and reaffirmed
during the UK presidency and on several occasions since, with the aim of formalising a positive contribution by
the P5 States to the NPT Review Conference through the delivery of a series of deliverables covering the 3 pillars
of the Treaty. We refer you here to the statement of France as chair of the P5, delivered during the general address
of this First Committee.

3) The extension for 5 years of the New Start Treaty on strategic nuclear arsenals between Russia and the United
States (last February) and the resumption of the US-Russian strategic dialogue following the Biden-Putin summit
last June are positive signals. However, much remains to be done in the field of arms control. In particular, since
the demise of the INF Treaty, France has been calling for discussions to ensure that European security interests
are taken into account in negotiations on a new instrument to ensure strategic stability on the European continent.
The erosion of arms control instruments is a matter of concern for Europeans, who must be involved in this
discussion which concerns their security.

4) In this spirit, we consider it dangerous to disconnect the challenges of nuclear disarmament from the security
context, characterised by growing global and regional tensions, the increase of certain arsenals, and the
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their delivery systems.

This is why France is opposed to the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW). Far from
strengthening the nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation architecture, it seriously undermines the non-
proliferation regime, first and foremost the NPT, whose highest standards it does not meet. Indeed, the NPT
contains provisions that go against the centrality of the NPT: for example, it does not make being a party to the
NPT a condition for accession and does not provide for a verification regime. It also contains provisions that are
far less protective than the NPT, for example on the right of access to civilian nuclear power, which is not
regulated in the TPNW. It is not a response to the risk of proliferation. For these reasons, France reiterates that it
does not intend to join.

5) France will continue its resolute and determined action in favour of the next realistic and gradual steps towards
nuclear disarmament, and we call on all States Parties to join us in a positive nuclear disarmament agenda, as set
out by the President of the Republic:

As we have mentioned, the first objective is the preservation of the primacy and centrality of the NPT for our
international security architecture.

The entry into force of the CTBT is another priority and we call on all States that have not already done so to
sign and ratify the CTBT. France was the first Nuclear Weapon State to sign and ratify the CTBT 25 years ago
and continues to scientifically, technically and financially support the work of the CTBTO. The completion and
maintenance of the international monitoring system, which is 92% installed and is the cornerstone of the
verification regime, remains a priority. With the certification of the IS25 station in Guadeloupe in 2021, France is
now fulfilling all its commitments under the treaty, and stands out in this effort.

The negotiation of an FMCT in the Conference on Disarmament, on the basis of document CD/1299 and the
mandate it contains, is also an essential and irreplaceable step towards a world free of nuclear weapons. An
FMCT will prevent the quantitative development of nuclear arsenals. There will be no nuclear-weapon-free world
without an FMCT. We call for the immediate start of negotiations on an FMCT in the Conference on
Disarmament.

Exchanges on the technical issues of nuclear disarmament verification between nuclear and non-nuclear weapon
States are also important to increase understanding and build confidence among NPT States parties. France
contributes to the work of the International Partnership for Nuclear Disarmament Verification (IPNDV),
participated in the Group of Governmental Experts (GGE) on the role of verification in nuclear disarmament, and
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will maintain the same level of engagement in the new GGE which will start its work in the next few weeks. The
joint German-French international field exercise NuDiVe in September 2019 was a first-time achievement. This
Franco-German cooperation on the concrete challenges of nuclear disarmament verification is intended to
continue, including in a few months’ time through a new field exercise simulating nuclear warhead
dismantlement verification procedures.

Finally, efforts in the area of strategic risk reduction must continue. These efforts are mainly based on the
transparency of nuclear doctrines, dialogue between political and military leaders of the nuclear-weapon states,
crisis communication tools and measures for reassurance, prevention and crisis management.

The P5 will contribute to the ongoing discussions on this subject, in particular to pave the way for the
identification of risk reduction measures and the launching of a dialogue in which non-nuclear-weapon States
also have a role to play.

The constructive and good faith engagement of all States Parties will be a key element for the upcoming 10th
NPT Review Conference and thus for the preservation and strengthening of this crucial instrument, a pillar of the
disarmament and non-proliferation architecture./.

76¢éme session de I’Assemblée générale des Nations-Unies
Premiére Commission

Déclaration de la France

« AUTRES ARMES DE DESTRUCTION MASSIVE »

L’appel au respect des normes de non prolifération des armes de destruction massives ne doit jamais étre un vain
mot car il en va de la préservation de la paix, de la sécurité et de la stabilité internationales ; 1’appel a tous les
Etats & ce qu’ils respectent leurs obligations internationales n’est pas une option : ¢’est un impératif ferme et
immédiat. Face a la menace que représente la prolifération nucléaire, balistique, chimique et biologique, nous
devons nous montrer résolus. C’est notre responsabilité collective que de refuser la banalisation des crises de
prolifération et I’impunité dont croient jouir certains Etats.

En quelques années seulement, que ce soit en Syrie, en Russie ou sur le territoire de la Malaisie et du Royaume -
Uni, le tabou de I’emploi d’armes chimiques, que I’on pensait inviolable, a été levé et nous assistons a une
réémergence de I’emploi de ces armes abjectes.

La question chimique syrienne est loin d’étre résolue : la non-coopération du régime syrien avec 1’Organisation
pour I’interdiction des armes chimiques (OIAC) est flagrante et les emplois répétés d’armes chimiques ont été
confirmés par plusieurs mécanismes indépendants et par les équipes mémes de 1’OIAC. En dépit de 1’adoption de
la résolution 2118 au Conseil de sécurité en 2013 -résolution qui doit étre pleinement mise en ccuvre- le régime
syrien continue de refuser de faire la lumiere sur 1’état de ses stocks d’armes chimiques. Nous avons démontré
notre fermeté face aux mensonges répétés du régime syrien en adoptant en avril dernier lors de la 25¢me
Conférence des Etats parties a la Convention sur I’interdiction des armes chimiques (CIAC) une décision, portée
par la France au nom de 46 délégations, suspendant certains droits et privileges de la République arabe syrienne
en raison de son non-respect de la Convention. Nous ne pouvions pas laisser un Etat-partie violer de maniére
flagrante et répétée ses engagements internationaux sans agir. Cette décision n’est pas irréversible et il revient
désormais a la Syrie de se mettre en conformité avec ses obligations si elle souhaite rétablir ses droits et
priviléges. Pour cela, nous le rappelons, il est impératif que la Syrie coopére résolument et de bonne foi,
conformément a ses obligations internationales, avec 1’OIAC, qui poursuit son travail en toute transparence et
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avec un trés grand professionnalisme. La Syrie s’enferme dans une impasse. L’OIAC et ses Etats parties lui ont
tendu la main pour mettre fin a la guerre chimique qu’elle méne de manicre illégale et choquante depuis
maintenant dix ans contre sa propre population ; a elle désormais de saisir cette opportunité.

Comme 1’a confirmée I’OIAC, la tentative d’assassinat contre Alexei Navalny en aofit 2020 au moyen d’un agent
neurotoxique appartenant a la famille des « Novitchok », est une autre détestable illustration du recours a une
arme chimique par un Etat partie a la CIAC. Je tiens ici a rappeler ce qu’est le Novitchok : un agent neurotoxique
développé par la Russie, utilisé par la Russie, employ¢é sur le territoire de Russie. Il appartient donc a la Russie de
faire toute la lumiére sur les circonstances de ce crime et sur ceux qui 1’ont perpétré. Cette affaire, tout comme
celle de Salisbury, montre que la norme de non-prolifération chimique doit étre rappelée avec fermeté pour ne pas
laisser I’impunité s’installer.

La France soutient a cet égard le projet de résolution déposé par la Pologne qui souligne la pertinence du régime
d’interdiction de I’emploi d’armes chimiques et la nécessité de rétablir des instruments de prévention d’emploi de
ces armes.

Nous le rappelons avec force : I’emploi d’armes chimiques est inacceptable quel que soit le lieu, la période,
I’auteur et quelles que soient les circonstances. Notre action ne doit connaitre aucune exception ni en Syrie, ni
ailleurs. La France est déterminée a ceuvrer, en lien étroit avec ses partenaires, contre 1 utilisation de ces armes et
pour que les auteurs d’attaques chimiques soient traduits en justice et sanctionnés. C’est en particulier 1’objectif
du Partenariat international contre I’impunité d’utilisation d’armes chimiques (PICIAC) lancé a Paris en 2018 et
qui réunit désormais 40 Etats et ’Union européenne. Nous devons tout faire pour que la menace que fait peser la
réémergence de I’emploi d’armes chimiques sur notre sécurité collective cesse et pour restaurer la crédibilité de
la norme d’interdiction de ces armes.

Nous devons également poursuivre nos efforts en vue d une coopération renforcée et opérationnelle dans le cadre
de la Convention sur ’interdiction des armes biologiques et a toxines (CIABT) dont la neuviéme Conférence
d’examen se tiendra en aout prochain. Cette Convention est I’unique norme internationale quasi universelle de
lutte contre la prolifération biologique : ¢’est un pilier fondamental du régime de non-prolifération. Nous devons
saisir I’échéance de la prochaine Conférence d’examen et les défis récents posés par la pandémie de Covid-19
pour intensifier nos efforts en vue de 1’universalisation de cette Convention. Nous devons aussi chercher a
renforcer la transparence et la confiance dans le cadre de la CIABT. A cet égard, la France poursuivra notamment
ses efforts dans trois directions : en premier lieu, nous poursuivrons notre implication en vue d’opérationnaliser
I’article X de la Convention au travers de notre initiative « SecBio », plateforme internationale en ligne visant a
aider au développement dans le domaine de la sécurité et de la slireté biologiques a destination des installations et
des praticiens ; en second lieu, nous continuerons de promouvoir la mise en place d’une plateforme pour les
exercices de transparence volontaire dont I’objectif est d’accroitre la coopération et 1’assistance par le partage
croisé d’expériences ; enfin, nous espérons que la proposition franco-indienne d’élaboration d’une base de
donnée visant a une meilleure compréhension par les Etats de la mise en ceuvre de 1’article VII retiendra
I’attention de tous.

Convaincue que les violations directes et graves de la CIAC qui se sont multipliées depuis 2013 ne doivent pas
rester impunies, la France s’est portée volontaire pour étre « championne » de 1’action de 1’agenda du Secrétaire
général des Nations Unies intitulée « rétablir le respect de la norme globale contre les armes chimiques ». Dans le
méme esprit e, la France a décidé d’endosser le rdle de champion des actions 10 et 11 de 1’agenda du SGNU, « se
préparer a enquéter sur les allégations d’emploi d’armes biologiques » et « développer un cadre pour répondre a
tout emploi d’armes biologiques ». Notre objectif est de garantir que les instruments permettant de faire toute la
lumiére sur une potentielle attaque chimique ou biologique demeurent indépendants et robustes. C’est pourquoi,
nous devons en particulier préserver la nature et la portée du mécanisme d’enquéte du Secrétaire général des
Nations unies, instrument international indépendant permettant d’enquéter sur 1’utilisation présumée d’armes
chimiques et biologiques et qui vise a faire respecter les normes internationales en contribuant a dissuader les
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Etats membres des Nations Unies, les individus ou les organisations d’utiliser de telles armes. Nous
n’accepterons pas que 1’indépendance, la flexibilité et 1’efficacité du mécanisme du Secrétaire général soient
remises en question.

Monsieur le Président,

Moins d’un mois avant I’ouverture de cette Premiére commission dédiée au désarmement et a la sécurité
internationale, la Corée du Nord a procédé a de nouveaux tirs de missiles qui nous rappellent, une fois de plus, sa
détermination a poursuivre et diversifier ses programmes d’armes de destruction massives et de leurs vecteurs au
mépris des résolutions du Conseil de sécurité des Nations Unies et des conséquences néfastes de ces activités sur
la paix et la sécurité régionale comme internationale. Seul pays a avoir procédé a des essais nucléaires au
XXIeéme siécle, la Corée du Nord continue de donner la priorité au développement de ses arsenaux nucléaire,
balistique et d’armes de destruction massives en toute illégalité, a se soustraire a ses engagements au titre du
Traité sur la non-prolifération et a défier 1’autorité du Conseil de sécurité. Le refus de la RPDC de s’engager de
bonne foi dans un dialogue sérieux sur la dénucléarisation compléte, vérifiable et irréversible et 1 ’adaptation
systématique de ses méthodes pour contourner les sanctions est inacceptable. Nous devons poursuivre nos efforts
pour assurer la mise en ceuvre stricte, entiére et universelle de ces sanctions pour que le régime nord-coréen
accepte enfin le dialogue et abandonne ses programmes proliférants.

Comme nous le savons, la Corée du Nord dispose également d’un programme d’armes chimiques et elle a trés
probablement fait usage d’un agent neurotoxique, le VX, a I’encontre de I’un de ses ressortissants en 2017 en
Malaisie.

Le Plan d’Action Global Commun (JCPoA) constitue un élément clé de 1’architecture de non-prolifération.
L’objectif est clair : s’assurer que 1’Iran ne puisse jamais acquérir 1’arme nucléaire. En dépit de nos efforts pour
préserver cet accord, 1’ Agence internationale de 1’énergie atomique (AIEA) confirme que 1’Iran poursuit depuis
plusieurs mois des activités extrémement préoccupantes en violation du JCPoA, y compris la production
d’uranium enrichi a 20 et 60% et d’uranium métal, qui constituent des étapes clés dans la fabrication d’une arme
et qui n’ont aucune explication civile crédible en Iran. L’Iran n’a aujourd’hui jamais été aussi prés d’une capacité
du seuil. C’est d’autant plus préoccupant qu’il a considérablement réduit sa coopération avec 1’AIEA, s’est
désengagé des arrangements de vérification et de suivi de 1’ Accord et a cessé 1’application du Protocole
additionnel, empéchant I’Agence de mettre pleinement en ceuvre le mandat qui lui a été confié. Nous soutenons
fermement les efforts du Directeur général de 1’AIEA et de ses équipes pour préserver la continuité de la
connaissance de 1’Agence sur le programme iranien et pour obtenir des réponses a ses questions portant sur
certaines activités et matiéres non-déclarées en Iran. Nous poursuivons nos efforts, en étroite coordination avec
nos partenaires, pour que 1’Iran mette un terme sans délai a toutes ses activités en violation du JCPoA et reprenne
les négociations de Vienne, qu’il a lui-méme suspendues il y a plus de trois mois, en vue de conclure rapidement
un accord sur le retour des Etats-Unis et de 1’Iran au respect de leurs engagements au titre du JCPoA. La pleine
mise en ceuvre de I’Accord sur le nucléaire iranien doit aller de pair avec le respect de la résolution 2231 alors
que I’Iran poursuit le développement a un rythme soutenu de son programme balistique. Il s’agit d’une nécessité
de non-prolifération et de sécurité, non seulement pour le Moyen-Orient mais également pour 1’ensemble de la
communauté internationale.

La problématique des vecteurs d’armes de destruction massive est d’importance majeure car le développement
illégal de programmes balistiques par plusieurs pays alimente la dissémination de ces technologies. Nous
constatons avec inquiétude une dangereuse accélération de la diffusion de technologies de missiles sophistiquées,
y compris vers des acteurs non-étatiques, notamment depuis le territoire de Syrie. La RPDC continue d’aider des
pays tiers a développer des technologies de missiles tandis que 1’Iran a continué de transférer des vecteurs et
technologies associées a des acteurs étatiques et non étatiques au Moyen-Orient, en violation de plusieurs
résolutions du Conseil de Sécurité.
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Dans ce contexte, il est urgent que nous intensifiions nos efforts pour renforcer les arrangements multilatéraux.
Nous invitons tous les Etats a rejoindre le Code de Conduite de La Haye contre la prolifération des missiles
balistiques (HCoC) et a adhérer aux Directives du Régime de Contrdle de la Technologie des Missiles (MTCR).
La France est également favorable a 1’¢élargissement de la participation a I’Initiative de Sécurité contre la
Prolifération (PSI) qui est une mise en ceuvre concréte de la résolution 1540. Cette résolution et le comité qu’elle
a créé, ont permis des progrés dans toutes les régions du monde, contre la prolifération des armes nucléaires,
chimiques, biologiques et de leurs vecteurs. Mais la menace a évolué et de nouveaux défis sont apparus. Le role
du Comité 1540 ainsi que ses capacités d’expertise doivent ainsi étre renforcés. La menace de terrorisme
nucléaire ou radiologique n’a pas disparu et il est essentiel de poursuivre la coopération internationale face a ce
défi commun./.

76th Session of the United Nations General Assembly
First Committee

Statement by France

“OTHER WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION”

Courtesy translation

The call for all States to respect their non-proliferation international obligations is not an option: it is a firm and
immediate imperative, for the preservation of international peace, security and stability is at stake. In the face of
the threat of nuclear, ballistic, chemical and biological proliferation, we must be firm. It is our collective
responsibility to reject the trivialisation of proliferation crises and the impunity that some States believe they
enjoy.

In just a few years, whether in Syria, Russia, Malaysia or the United Kingdom, the taboo on the use of chemical
weapons, which was thought to be inviolable, has been lifted and we are witnessing a re-emergence of the use of
these abject weapons.

The Syrian chemical issue is far from resolved: the Syrian regime’s non-cooperation with the Organisation for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) is blatant and the repeated use of chemical weapons has been
confirmed by several independent mechanisms and by the OPCW ’s own staff. Despite the adoption of Security
Council Resolution 2118 in 2013 - a resolution that must be fully implemented - the Syrian regime continues to
refuse to shed light on the status of its chemical weapons stockpiles. We demonstrated our firmness in the face of
the Syrian regime’s repeated lies by adopting last April at the 25th Conference of States Parties to the Chemical
Weapons Convention (CWC) a decision, carried by France on behalf of 46 delegations, suspending certain rights
and privileges of the Syrian Arab Republic due to its non-compliance with the Convention. We could not allow a
State Party to blatantly and repeatedly violate its international commitments without taking action. This decision
is not irreversible and it is now up to Syria to comply with its obligations if it wishes to restore its rights and
privileges. To this end, we reiterate, it is imperative that Syria cooperates resolutely and in good faith, in
accordance with its international obligations, with the OPCW, which is continuing its work in full transparency
and with great professionalism. Syria is at an impasse. The OPCW and its States Parties have reached out to Syria
to end the chemical warfare it has been conducting illegally and shockingly for ten years now against its own
population; it must now seize this opportunity.
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As confirmed by the OPCW, the attempted assassination of Alexei Navalny in August 2020 using a nerve agent
belonging to the “Novichok” family is another abhorrent example of the use of a chemical weapon by a State
Party to the CWC. I would like to recall here what Novichok is: a nerve agent developed by Russia, used by
Russia, and used on the Russian territory. It is therefore up to Russia to shed full light on the circumstances of
this crime and on those who perpetrated it. This case, like that of Salisbury, shows that the norm of chemical non-
proliferation must be firmly recalled in order not to allow impunity to take hold.

In this respect, France supports the draft resolution tabled by Poland, which stresses the relevance of the regime
prohibiting the use of chemical weapons and the need to re-establish instruments to prevent the use of these
weapons.

We strongly reiterate that the use of chemical weapons is unacceptable wherever, whenever and by whomsoever
committed, and under whatever circumstances. There must be no exception to our action in Syria or elsewhere.
France is determined to work, in close cooperation with its partners, against the use of these weapons and to
ensure that the perpetrators of chemical attacks are brought to justice and punished. This is in particular the
objective of the International Partnership against Impunity for Chemical Weapons Use (PICIAC) launched in
Paris in 2018 and which now brings together 40 States and the European Union. We must do everything possible
to end the threat to our collective security posed by the re-emergence of chemical weapons use and to restore the
credibility of the norm prohibiting these weapons.

We must also continue our efforts towards enhanced and operational cooperation in the framework of the
Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC), which will hold its ninth Review Conference in August. The
BTWC is the only near-universal international norm against biological proliferation and is a fundamental pillar of
the non-proliferation regime. We must seize the opportunity of the upcoming Review Conference and the recent
challenges posed by the Covid-19 pandemic to intensify our efforts to universalise the Convention. We must also
seek to strengthen transparency and confidence in the BTWC. In this respect, France will continue its efforts in
three directions: First, we will continue our involvement in operationalising Article X of the Convention through
our “SecBio” initiative, an international online platform to assist development in the field of biosafety and
biosecurity for facilities and practitioners; Secondly, we will continue to promote the establishment of a platform
for voluntary transparency exercises aimed at increasing cooperation and assistance through the cross-sharing of
experiences; finally, we hope that the Franco-Indian proposal for the development of a database aimed at a better
understanding by States of the implementation of Article VII will receive the attention of all.

Convinced that the direct and serious violations of the CWC that have multiplied since 2013 must not go
unpunished, France has volunteered to be a “champion” of the UN Secretary-General’s agenda action entitled
“Restoring compliance with the global norm against chemical weapons”. In the same spirit, France has decided to
take on the role of champion of actions 10 and 11 of the UNSG agenda, “prepare to investigate allegations of use
of biological weapons” and “develop a framework to respond to any use of biological weapons”. Our goal is to
ensure that the instruments for investigating a potential chemical or biological attack remain independent and
robust. In particular, therefore, we must preserve the nature and scope of the UN Secretary -General’s
investigation mechanism, an independent international instrument for investigating the alleged use of chemical
and biological weapons, which aims to uphold international norms by helping to deter the use of such weapons by
UN member states, individuals and organisations. We will not accept that the inde pendence, flexibility and
effectiveness of the Secretary-General’s mechanism be called into question.

Less than a month before the opening of this First Committee on Disarmament and International Security, North
Korea has carried out new missile launches which remind us, once again, of its determination to pursue and
diversify its programmes of weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery in defiance of the
resolutions of the United Nations Security Council and the harmful consequences of these activities on regional
and international peace and security. As the only country to have conducted nuclear tests in the 21st century,
North Korea continues to prioritise the development of its nuclear, ballistic and weapons of mass destruction
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arsenals illegally, evading its commitments under the Non-Proliferation Treaty and defying the authority of the
Security Council. The DPRK’s refusal to engage in good faith in a serious dialogue on complete, verifiable and
irreversible denuclearisation and its systematic adaptation of methods to circumvent sanctions is unacceptable.
We must continue our efforts to ensure the strict, full and universal implementation of these sanctions so that the
North Korean regime finally accepts dialogue and abandons its proliferation programmes.

North Korea also has a chemical weapons programme and most likely used a nerve agent, VX, against one of its
nationals in 2017 in Malaysia.

The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPoA) is a key element of the non-proliferation architecture. The
objective is clear: to ensure that Iran can never acquire a nuclear weapon. Despite our efforts to preserve this
agreement, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) confirms that Iran has been pursuing activities of
grave concern in violation of the JCPoA for several months, including the production of 20 and 60% enriched
uranium and uranium metal, which are key steps in the manufacture of a weapon and have no credible civilian
explanation in Iran. Iran has never been so close to a threshold capability. This is all the more worrying given that
it has significantly reduced its cooperation with the IAEA, disengaged from the verification and monitoring
arrangements of the Agreement, and stopped implementing the Additional Protocol, preventing the Agency from
fully implementing its mandate. We strongly support the efforts of the IAEA Director General and his staff to
maintain the continuity of the Agency’s knowledge of the Iranian programme and to obtain answers to its
questions about certain undeclared activities and materials in Iran. We continue our efforts, in close coordination
with our partners, to ensure that [ran immediately ceases all activities in violation of the JCPoA and resumes the
Vienna negotiations, which it itself suspended more than three months ago, with a view to reaching an early
agreement on the return of the United States and Iran to compliance with their commitments under the JCPoA.
Full implementation of the Iran Nuclear Deal must go hand in hand with compliance with Resolution 2231 as Iran
continues to develop its ballistic programme at a steady pace. This is a non-proliferation and security necessity,
not only for the Middle East but also for the entire international community.

The issue of delivery systems for weapons of mass destruction is of major importance because the illegal
development of ballistic programmes by several countries is fuelling the spread of these technologies. We note
with concern a dangerous acceleration in the spread of sophisticated missile technologies, including to non-state
actors, notably from the territory of Syria. The DPRK continues to assist third countries in the development of
missile technologies, while Iran has continued to transfer delivery systems and related technologies to state and
non-state actors in the Middle East, in violation of several Security Council resolutions.

In this context, it is urgent that we intensify our efforts to strengthen multilateral arrangements. We invite all
states to join the Hague Code of Conduct against Ballistic Missile Proliferation (HCoC) and to adhere to the
Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) Guidelines. France is also in favour of broadening participation in
the Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI), which is a concrete implementation of Resolution 1540. This resolution
and the committee it created have enabled progress in all regions of the world against the proliferation of nuclear,
chemical and biological weapons and their means of delivery. But the threat has evolved and new challenges have
emerged. The role of the 1540 Committee and its expertise must therefore be strengthened. The threat of nuclear
or radiological terrorism has not disappeared and it is essential to pursue international cooperation in the face of
this common challenge./.
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Déclaration de la France

« ESPACE EXTRA-ATMOSPHERIQUE »

L’espace est aujourd’hui indispensable, pour ses applications touchant a la vie quotidienne, et pour ses finalités
tant civiles que militaires. Cette utilisation croissante de 1’espace signifie que notre dépendance envers les
moyens spatiaux ne peut que croitre.

La France est attachée a la préservation de la paix et de la slireté des activités spatiales, ainsi qu’au respect des
principes clés qui régissent les activités spatiales, notamment ceux de la Charte des Nations Unies et du traité de
I’Espace de 1967, telle que la liberté d’accés a I’espace et son utilisation pacifique.

La France est en outre attachée a assurer la sécurité et la viabilité a long terme des activités spatiales, afin de
prévenir la dégradation des conditions d’exploitation de I’espace et de préserver 1’accés des générations futures a
I’espace.

Toutefois, les bénéfices que nous retirons des applications spatiales sont sérieusement menacés par la
détérioration actuelle de I’environnement spatial, du fait des risques d’incidents, d’actes délibérés, voire a cause
d’actes hostiles qui peuvent aggraver dans des proportions considérables la prolifération des débris spatiaux et
menacer notre sireté et la pérennité de 1’utilisation de 1’espace. Il est de notre intérét commun de promouvoir un
principe d’utilisation responsable de 1’espace.

L’analyse renouvelée de I’environnement spatial, de ses menaces, et de ses risques ont conduit a une adaptation
de notre stratégie spatiale nationale. La stratégie de défense spatiale publiée en juin 2019 vise a renforcer notre
autonomie stratégique, en particulier en renforgant des capacités militaires actuelles de veille stratégique et
d’appui aux opérations; en étendant des capacités de connaissance de la situation spatiale (SSA); enfin en
développant d’une capacité défensive dans I’espace. Notre stratégie est strictement défensive et conforme au droit
international et a la Charte des Nations Unies, qui s’applique dans son intégralité a 1’espace extra-atmosphérique.

Le projet sino-russe de traité visant la prévention du déploiement en premier d’armes dans 1’espace déposé a la
Conférence du désarmement et les résolutions y afférentes présentées en Premiére Commission, comportent de
nombreuses défaillances. Ils ne comprennent pas de définition de ce qu’est une arme dans I’espace. Or, la
majorité des moyens spatiaux étant aujourd’hui duale, la distinction entre des capacités militaires ou civiles,
offensives et défensives et, en définitive, le choix d’en interdire certaines plutdt que d’autres, est malaisée. Ainsi
tout objet spatial peut étre une arme par destination. Certaines capacités nécessaires au maintien d’un acces libre
et viable a I’espace, comme les capacités de service en orbite et de retrait actif des débris par exemple, peuvent
également étre utilisées a des fins agressives.

En outre le PPWT et les initiatives y afférentes ne s’adressent qu’a un type exclusif de menaces, occultant les
menaces provenant du sol vers 1’espace, ou encore les menaces résultant de comportements hostiles ou agressifs.
Nonobstant son opposition au projet de trait¢ PPWT, la France a contribué activement aux travaux du GGE
PAROS, qui a permis de démontrer les limites du PPWT et 1’intérét d’y préférer des mesures de transparence de
confiance et de comportements responsables.
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Sans s’opposer a priori a des approches de type juridique, pour peu qu’elles soient vérifiables, la France
privilégie a ce stade des propositions immédiatement applicables compte tenu de la rapide détérioration de
I’espace extra-atmosphérique et du caractére urgent de la réponse a y apporter.

A ce titre, la priorité doit étre aujourd’hui de promouvoir des mesures de confiance et de transparence, ainsi que
I’adoption de normes de comportement responsable des acteurs dans I’espace, notamment une norme
d’interdiction de la production volontaire de débris multiples a longue durée de vie.

Une approche par les comportements apparait aujourd "hui comme la plus adaptée afin d’améliorer de maniére
pragmatique et immédiate la stireté spatiale, dans la mesure ou elle permettra de réduire les risques
d’incompréhensions et de malentendus dans [’espace. En encadrant la conduite de certaines activités afin d’éviter
qu’elles puissent étre pergues comme agressives, cette approche vise a réduire leur potentiel déstabilisateur et a
diminuer les risques de conflits et d’escalade dans I’espace. Par ailleurs, I’approche basée sur les comportements,
qui se concentre notamment sur les effets de ceux-ci sur les systémes spatiaux, I’environnement ou les
populations, apparait davantage pérenne car elle ne pourra pas étre dépassée par les développements
technologiques futurs.

La France apporte ainsi tout notre soutien a la résolution portée par le Royaume-Uni pour la deuxiéme année
consécutive, relative a la « réduction des menaces dans 1’espace par 1’adoption de normes, régles et principes de
comportement responsable ». Cette initiative, présentée sous le point de I’ordre du jour consacré a prévention de
la course aux armements dans 1’espace, est bienvenue, car elle offre une voie de sortie au blocage qui a prévalu
sur le terrain diplomatique relatif a 1’espace ces derniéres années.

La résolution a lancé un processus inclusif, graduel et ouvert de définition de normes de comportement
responsables, dont 1’élaboration du rapport du secrétaire général a constitué une premiere étape.

La contribution frangaise au rapport du Secrétaire général porte notamment sur la caractérisation des actions
responsables, irresponsables ou menagantes au regard de leurs effets, ainsi que de leur impact sur la slireté et
sécurité internationale, et propose de se pencher en priorité sur des normes relatives a trois catégories de
comportements : les comportements intentionnels susceptibles d’avoir un fort impact sur I’environnement spatial;
les comportements présentant un risque accru de malentendus; et ceux pouvant avoir un impact sur la sécurité des
personnes et des biens. La France a ¢galement évidemment participé a la rédaction de la contribution de 1’UE,
laquelle montre la trés grande convergence de 1’Union sur ce sujet.

Par ailleurs, en invitant les Etats a présenter leurs politiques spatiales, la résolution 75/36 vise a augmenter la
transparence des activités spatiales, tout en réduisant les risques d’erreurs de jugement ou de calcul. Nous
invitons tous les Etats a contribuer activement a ce processus, auquel la France a pris toute sa part en présentant
sa stratégie de défense spatiale a la Conférence du désarmement./.
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Statement by France

“OUTER SPACE”

Courtesy translation

Outer space is indispensable today, for its everyday life applications, and for both its civilian and military
purposes. This growing use of outer space means that our dependence on outer space assets can only increase.

France is committed to preserving the peace and security of outer space activities, as well as to respecting the key
principles governing outer space activities, notably those of the United Nations Charter and the 1967 Outer Space
Treaty, such as freedom of access to outer space and its peaceful use.

France is also committed to ensuring the safety and long-term sustainability of outer space activities, in order to
prevent the degradation of the conditions for the exploitation of outer space and to preserve the access of future
generations to outer space.

However, the benefits we derive from space applications are seriously threatened by the current deterioration of
the outer space environment, due to the risk of incidents, deliberate acts and even hostile acts that can
significantly increase the proliferation of outer space debris and threaten our safety and the sustainability of the
use of outer space. It is in our common interest to promote a principle of responsible use of outer space.

The renewed analysis of the outer space environment, its threats, and its risks have led to an adaptation of our
national outer space strategy. The outer space defence strategy published in June 2019 aims at strengthening our
strategic autonomy, in particular by reinforcing current military capabilities of strategic intelligence and support
to operations; by extending space situational awareness (SSA) capabilities; and by developing a defensive
capability in outer space. Our strategy is strictly defensive and in accordance with international law and the UN
Charter, which applies in its entirety to outer space.

The Sino-Russian draft treaty on the prevention of the first placement of weapons in outer space tabled in the
Conference on Disarmament and the related resolutions tabled in the First Committee have many flaws. They do
not include a definition of a weapon in outer space. Since most outer space assets are now dual-use, the
distinction between military and civilian, offensive and defensive capabilities and, ultimately, the choice to
prohibit some rather than others, is not easy. For example, any space object can be a weapon by design. Some
capabilities necessary to maintain free and viable access to outer space, such as in-orbit service and active debris
removal capabilities, can also be used for aggressive purposes.

Furthermore, the PPWT and related initiatives address only one type of threat, ignoring threats from the ground
into outer space, or threats resulting from hostile or aggressive behaviour. Notwithstanding its opposition to the
draft PPWT, France has actively contributed to the work of the PAROS GGE, which has demonstrated the limits
of the PPWT and the value of preferring transparency and confidence-building measures and responsible
behaviour.

Without being opposed a priori to legal approaches, as long as they are verifiable, France favours at this stage
proposals that are immediately applicable, given the rapid deterioration of outer space and the urgent nature of
the response to be provided.
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In this respect, the priority today must be to promote confidence-building and transparency measures, as well as
the adoption of norms of responsible behaviour by actors in outer space, in particular a norm prohibiting the
voluntary production of multiple long-lived debris.

A behavioural approach appears today to be the most appropriate way to improve outer space safety in a
pragmatic and immediate way, insofar as it will reduce the risks of misunderstandings and misconceptions in
outer space. By framing the conduct of certain activities so that they cannot be perceived as aggressive, this
approach aims to reduce their destabilising potential and to reduce the risk of conflict and escalation in outer
space. On the other hand, the behavioural approach, which focuses on the effects of behaviour on outer space
systems, the environment or populations, appears to be more sustainable as it cannot be overtaken by future
technological developments.

France therefore fully supports the resolution carried by the United Kingdom for the second consecutive year on
“Reducing space threats through norms, rules and principles of responsible behaviours”. This initiative, presented
under the agenda item on PAROS, is welcome as it offers a way out of the stalemate that has prevailed in the
diplomatic field on outer space in recent years.

The resolution launched an inclusive, gradual and open process of defining responsible norms of behaviour, of
which the preparation of the Secretary-General’s report was a first step.

The French contribution to the Secretary-General’s report focuses in particular on the characterisation of
responsible, irresponsible or threatening actions in terms of their effects, as well as their impact on international
safety and security, and proposes to focus on norms relating to three categories of behaviour: intentional
behaviour likely to have a strong impact on the outer space environment; behaviour presenting an increased risk
of misunderstanding; and behaviour likely to have an impact on the safety of persons and property. France also
participated in the drafting of the EU contribution, which shows the great convergence of the Union on this
subject.

Furthermore, by inviting States to present their outer space policies, Resolution 75/36 aims to increase the
transparency of outer space activities, while reducing the risks of errors of judgement or calculation. We invite all
States to contribute actively to this process, in which France has played a full part by presenting its outer space
defence strategy to the Conference on Disarmament.

76éme session de I’Assemblée générale des Nations-Unies
Premiére Commission

Déclaration de la France

« ARMES CONVENTIONNELLES »

La dégradation du contexte de sécurité international se traduit par la persistance de conflits et de crises,
I’aggravation de la menace terroriste, ou encore la multiplication et la diversification des trafics au-dela de toute
frontiere. Ces évolutions préoccupantes sont autant de raisons de renouveler notre engagement collectif a
renforcer I’universalité, le respect et I’efficacité de nos instruments de désarmement et de maitrise des armements
conventionnels.

Les armes conventionnelles continuent de représenter un enjeu majeur de sécurité¢ pour I’ensemble des régions du
monde, qu’elles soient affectées par des conflits ou non. Les actions entreprises au niveau international sur les
armes conventionnelles s’inseérent dans une approche globale du désarmement, de la non-prolifération et de la
maitrise des armements. Comme dans beaucoup d’autres domaines, il n’y a pas de réponse unique, mais une série
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de mesures spécifiques, adaptées et concrétes dont 1’objectif premier doit étre de renforcer la sécurité
internationale, en prenant en compte les préoccupations de sécurité de chacun et au profit de tous.

Le commerce illicite des armes 1égeres et de petit calibre, les ALPC, continue d’alimenter les conflits et
d’exacerber la violence armée, d’alimenter le terrorisme et la criminalité organisée. Il constitue une grave menace
a la paix et a la sécurité internationales. Les ALPC sont aujourd’hui les armes qui font, de loin, le plus de
victimes dans le monde. Elles constituent un frein au développement des Etats les plus fragiles. Le programme
d’action des Nations Unies sur les armes légeres et de petit calibre (PoA), ainsi que ’Instrument international de
tragage (ITI), demeurent des instruments essentiels et doivent étre la pierre angulaire de nos efforts pour prévenir,
¢liminer et combattre les trafics illicites d’ALPC.

Nous nous félicitons a cet égard des engagements pris par les Etats lors de la septiéme réunion biennale du
Programme d’action des Nations unies sur les armes 1égéres et de petit calibre, en particulier s’agissant de la
prévention et de la lutte contre le détournement de ces armes au profit d’utilisateurs finaux non autorisés et des
appels au renforcement de la coopération et de la coordination régionale et sous-régionale y compris via
I’établissement de plans d’actions assortis de buts et objectifs visant & combattre de maniére durable et
coordonnée le commerce illicite des armes 1égéres et de petit calibre. C’est 1’objectif méme de la feuille de route
conjointement lancée par la France et I’ Allemagne pour appuyer les efforts des pays des Balkans occidentaux
pour le contrdle des armes a feu et la prévention de leur dissémination. Nous saluons également les efforts de la
présidence en vue d’une meilleure prise en compte des questions de genre qui fut I’un des axes majeurs de la
présidence frangaise de la 3éme conférence du PoA. Enfin, nous pensons qu’il est indispensable que les Etats
répondent aux défis posés par les développements technologiques en matiére de conception et de fabrication des
armes légéres et de petit calibre tant en termes de marquage que de tragage de ces armes.

L’accumulation et la mauvaise gestion de stocks de munitions conventionnelles constituent é¢galement une
problématique majeure, du fait des risques d’explosion ou de détournement de ces munitions vers les marchés
illicites.

Nous saluons les travaux et recommandations du Groupe d’Experts Gouvernementaux désignés par le SGNU qui
vient d’achever ses travaux. Dans le prolongement des recommandations du précédent GGE de 2008, ce groupe
d’experts gouvernementaux a bien tiré les enseignements de I’expérience des Etats dans la mise en place des
mesures nationales requises pour controler ces munitions pendant leur cycle de vie, et prévenir les risques a la
fois de stlireté et de sécurité pour les populations. Ces derniéres décennies depuis les années 80 ont vu 623
explosions accidentelles de stocks de munitions cotiter la vie a 30 000 personnes dans 106 Etats. De plus, les
munitions détournées au profit des groupes terroristes conduisent souvent aujourd hui non seulement a leur usage
direct mais aussi indirect par la fabrication d’engins explosifs improvisés trés meurtriers.

Le Groupe d’experts gouvernementaux a fait des recommandations en vue de la préparation d’un Cadre global de
coopération, qui rassemblerait des principes politiques communs, comme référence pour les Etats et renforcerait
également la coopération et 1’assistance internationale, en particulier au niveau régional ou sous-régional.

L’Allemagne et la France présentent a nouveau conjointement cette année la résolution biennale relative aux «
problémes liés a I’accumulation de stocks de munitions classiques en exces », traditionnellement adoptée sans
vote. Elle propose d’assurer un suivi a I’AGNU aux travaux du Groupe d’experts gouvernementaux, tout en
recueillant les vues de tous les Etats membres des Nations Unies sur la question. Nous invitons chaque
délégation a soutenir son adoption.

Monsieur le Président,

Le Traité sur le commerce des armes repose sur deux grands piliers. Le premier est de renforcer la régulation du
commerce légal des armes classiques, notamment en créant un partenariat de responsabilité entre exportateurs,
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importateurs et pays de transit, dans toutes les régions du monde. La poursuite de 1’universalisation du TCA est
donc essentielle pour conforter son statut de norme internationale pour la régulation du commerce des armes, et
concourir au renforcement de la paix et de la sécurité internationale. C’est d’ailleurs I’un des objectifs du
programme européen d’appui au TCA (ATT-OP) auquel la France contribue activement. Le TCA a également
pour objectif de contribuer a la prévention et a la lutte contre les trafics illicites d ’armes classiques. La France
s’est mobilisée en ce sens depuis plusieurs années.

La septieme conférence des Etats parties au Traité sur le commerce des armes, sous la présidence du Sierra
Leone, a permis notamment de souligner la nécessité de renforcer les efforts en vue d’éradiquer le commerce
illicite des ALPC.

Monsieur le Président,

La conférence d’examen de la convention sur certaines armes classiques, la CCAC, se tiendra en décembre 2021
et j’aurai ’honneur de la présider. La France est trés attachée a la CCAC et a ses cinq protocoles. Cette
convention est unique dans le paysage multilatéral car elle permet de réunir des ex pertises complémentaires,
qu’elles soient politiques, juridiques, militaires ou diplomatiques. Cette spécificité de la CCAC est un gage de la
capacité de la Convention a se saisir d’enjeux actuels et d’enjeux prospectifs.

Les enjeux prospectifs : a I’image des travaux du GGE sur les technologies émergentes dans le domaine des
systémes d’armes 1étaux autonomes qui sont le parfait exemple du trés grand intérét de cette enceinte. La France
y participe trés activement et y a formulé des propositions de substance. La France salue le travail du président
belge du GGE et espére que des avancées substantielles pourront étre obtenues dans ce cadre.

Les enjeux actuels comme les engins explosifs improvisés (EEI) qui sont également traités au sein de la CCAC.
Le danger représenté par ces armes acquises et utilisées par des groupes non-étatiques, est global. La mobilisation
de la communauté internationale sur ce dossier est essentielle. La France salue 1’initiative du président japonais
du protocole amendé 2 pour mettre a jour la déclaration sur les EEI faite en 2016.

La France est pleinement engagée sur cette question depuis de nombreuses années, comme le montre son
implication dans la résolution dédiée aux EEI en Premiére commission, des travaux de recherche qu’elle soutient
sur ce sujet, ou encore de son role de coordination du groupe d’experts sur les EEI au sein de la CCAC.

La France est également attachée aux normes de droit international humanitaire, notamment le premier protocole
additionnel aux Conventions de Genéve. Afin de renforcer la protection des civils face aux conséquences d’un
usage indiscriminé et disproportionné des armes, notre priorité doit étre 1’universalisation des instruments
existants de droit international humanitaire et la mise en ceuvre effective des principes qu’ils énoncent, en
particulier ceux de distinction entre la population civile et les combattants, ainsi qu’entre les biens de caractére
civil et les objectifs militaires, de précaution, de proportionnalité et d’interdiction des maux superflus et des
souffrances inutiles. Nous devons également encourager le partage de bonnes pratiques entre les Etats et leurs
forces armées.

En septembre, s’est tenue la neuvieéme Conférence d’Examen de la Convention sur les Armes a sous-munitions.
Les succes de la Convention d’Oslo se confirment méme si, en 2021, des allégations d’emplois d’armes a sous-
munitions ont encore concerné des pays non-membres de la Convention. Au terme de la Conférence d’examen, le
Rapport Final de la Convention a ét¢ adopté au consensus. Il a permis, a travers lui, 1’adoption de plusieurs
documents d’importance : le Plan d’action de Dubrovnik, le Plan d’action de Lausanne et la Déclaration de
Lausanne.

Sur les conventions d’Ottawa et d’Oslo, la France s’appréte a s’investir encore un peu plus. Sur la Convention
d’Oslo, elle a rejoint le Comité pour 1’état général et le fonctionnement de la Convention. Sur la convention
d’Ottawa, la France est désormais membre du Comité thématique en charge de 1’ Application de ’article 5.
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Au-dela, il est de notre responsabilité collective de continuer a plaider pour un haut niveau d’ambition, en
continuant a pousser pour 1’universalisation de la Convention d’Oslo interdisant les armes a sous-munitions, ainsi
que pour celle de la Convention d’Ottawa interdisant les mines antipersonnel.

Les difficultés financiéres qui grévent les conventions du désarmement année aprés année doivent cesser. Les
Etats doivent verser leurs contributions, et s’en acquitter en temps et en heure, afin de mettre un terme a la crise
alarmante que connaissent les conventions du désarmement.

76th Session of the United Nations General Assembly
First Committee

Statement by France

“CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS”

Courtesy translation

France fully associates itself with the statement made by the European Union and wishes to make the following
additional remarks.

The international security context is deteriorating, as evidenced by the persistence of conflicts and crises, the
worsening of the terrorist threat, and the multiplication and diversification of trafficking across all borders. These
worrying developments are all reasons to renew our collective commitment to strengthening the universality,
respect and effectiveness of our disarmament and conventional arms control instruments.

The crises of proliferation of weapons of mass destruction must not make us forget that conventional weapons
continue to represent a major security challenge for all regions of the world, whether affected by conflicts or not.
International action on conventional weapons is part of a comprehensive approach to disarmament, non-
proliferation and arms control. As in many other areas, there is no single answer, but a series of specific, tailored
and practical measures whose primary objective must be to enhance international security, taking into account the
security concerns of all and for the benefit of all.

The illicit trade in small arms and light weapons, SALW, continues to fuel conflicts and exacerbate armed
violence, terrorism and organised crime. It poses a serious threat to international peace and security. Today,
SALW are by far the most deadly weapons in the world. They hinder the development of the most fragile states.
The UN Programme of Action on Small Arms and Light Weapons (PoA), as well as the International Tracing
Instrument (ITI), remain essential instruments and must be the cornerstone of our efforts to prevent, eradicate and
combat the illicit trafficking of SALW.

In this regard, we welcome the commitments made by States at the Seventh Biennial Meeting of the UN PoA on
SALW, in particular with regard to preventing and combating the diversion of these weapons to unauthorised end -
users, and the calls for enhanced regional and sub-regional co-operation and co-ordination, including through the
establishment of action plans with goals and objectives to combat the illicit trade in SALW in a sustainable and
co-ordinated manner. This is the very objective of the roadmap jointly launched by France and Germany to
support the efforts of the Western Balkan countries to control firearms and prevent their spread. We also welcome
the Presidency’s efforts to take better account of gender issues, which was one of the major axes of the French
Presidency of the 3rd PoA conference. Finally, we believe that it is essential that States respond to the challenges
posed by technological developments in the design and manufacture of small arms and light weapons, both in
terms of marking and tracing these weapons.
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The accumulation and mismanagement of stocks of conventional ammunition is also a major problem, due to the
risks of explosion or diversion of such ammunition to illicit markets.

We welcome the work and recommendations of the Group of Governmental Experts (GGE) appointed by the
UNSG, which has just completed its work. Building on the recommendations of the previous GGE in 2008, this
group has learned well from the experience of States in putting in place the national measures required to control
these munitions during their life cycle, and to prevent both safety and security risks to populations. In recent
decades since the 1980s, 623 accidental stockpile explosions have claimed the lives of 30,000 people in 106
States. Moreover, munitions diverted to terrorist groups now often lead not only to their direct use but also
indirectly to the manufacture of highly lethal improvised explosive devices.

The GGE made recommendations for the preparation of a Comprehensive Framework for Cooperation, which
would bring together common political principles as a reference for States and would also strengthen
international cooperation and assistance, in particular at the regional or sub-regional level.

Germany and France are again jointly introducing this year’s biennial resolution on “Problems arising from the
accumulation of conventional ammunition stockpiles in surplus”, which is traditionally adopted without a vote. It
proposes to follow up in the UNGA the work of the GGE, while gathering the views of all UN Member States on
the issue. We invite each delegation to support its adoption.

The Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) has two main pillars. The first is to strengthen the regulation of the legal trade in
conventional arms, including through the creation of a partnership of responsibility between exporters, importers
and transit countries, in all regions of the world. The continued universalisation of the ATT is therefore essential
to consolidate its status as an international standard for the regulation of the arms trade and to contribute to the
strengthening of international peace and security. This is one of the objectives of the European ATT support
programme (ATT-OP) to which France is actively contributing. The ATT also aims to contribute to preventing
and combating illicit trafficking in conventional weapons. France has been working on this for several years.

The seventh conference of States Parties to the ATT, under the chairmanship of Sierra Leone, highlighted the
need to strengthen efforts to eradicate the illicit trade in SALW.

The review conference of the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons, CCW, will be held in December
2021 and I will have the honour to chair it. France is very committed to the CCW and its five protocols. This
convention is unique in the multilateral landscape because it brings together complementary expertise, whether
political, legal, military or diplomatic. This specificity of the CCW is a guarantee of the Convention’s ability to
deal with current and future issues.

Prospective issues: the work of the GGE on emerging technologies in the field of lethal autonomous weapons
systems (LAWS) is a perfect example of the great interest of this forum. France is a very active participant and
has made substantive proposals. France welcomes the work of the Belgian chairperson of the GGE and hopes that
substantial progress can be made in this framework.

Current issues such as improvised explosive devices (IEDs) are also dealt with within the CCW. The danger
posed by these weapons, acquired and used by non-state groups, is global. The mobilisation of the international
community on this issue is essential. France welcomes the initiative of the Japanese President of the Amended
Protocol 2 to update the declaration on IEDs made in 2016.

France has been fully committed to this issue for many years, as shown by its involvement in the resolution
dedicated to IEDs in the First Committee, the research work it supports on this subject, and its role in
coordinating the group of experts on IEDs within the CCW.
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France is also committed to the norms of international humanitarian law (IHL), in particular the first additional
protocol to the Geneva Conventions. In order to strengthen the protection of civilians from the consequences of
indiscriminate and disproportionate use of weapons, our priority must be the universalisation of existing IHL
instruments and the effective implementation of the principles they set out, in particular those of distinctions
between civilians and combatants and between civilian objects and military objectives, precaution,
proportionality and the prohibition of superfluous injury and unnecessary suffering. We must also encourage the
sharing of best practice between states and their armed forces.

The Ninth Review Conference of the Convention on Cluster Munitions (CCM) was held in September. The
successes of the Oslo Convention are being confirmed, even if, in 2021, allegations of cluster munitions use still
concerned countries that are not members of the Convention. At the end of the Review Conference, the
Convention’s Final Report was adopted by consensus. Through it, several important documents were adopted: the
Dubrovnik Action Plan, the Lausanne Action Plan and the Lausanne Declaration.

On the Ottawa and Oslo Conventions, France is preparing to become even more involved. On the Oslo
Convention, it has joined the Committee on the General Status and Operation of the Convention. With regard to
the Ottawa Convention, France is now a member of the thematic committee in charge of the implementation of
Article 5.

Beyond that, it is our collective responsibility to continue to advocate for a high level of ambition, by continuing
to push for the universalization of the Oslo Convention banning cluster munitions, as well as the Ottawa
Convention banning anti-personnel mines.

The financial difficulties that plague the disarmament conventions year after year must stop. States must pay their
contributions, and pay them on time, in order to put an end to the alarming crisis facing the disarmament
conventions.

76éme session de I’Assemblée générale des Nations-Unies
Premiére Commission

Déclaration de la France

« CYBER »

Dans un monde en évolution rapide, les usages civils et militaires du domaine cyber se multiplient, représentant
d’importants vecteurs de développement mais posant aussi de nombreux défis pour la paix et la sécurité
internationales. L’aggravation des menaces liées aux utilisations malveillantes des technologies de 1’information
et de la communication (TIC), observée de longue date par la communauté internationale, se poursuit. La
fréquence, la sévérité et la sophistication des cyberattaques, perpétrées par des acteurs étatiques comme non
étatiques, continuent de s’accroitre, et les conséquences de ces attaques peuvent étre catastrophiques sur le plan
économique, sécuritaire voire humanitaire, ainsi que 1’illustre par exemple le fléau des rangongiciels qui peuvent
toucher les citoyens, les entreprises comme des infrastructures critiques essentielles au fonctionnement de nos
sociétés. En outre, le développement des capacités cyber offensives des Etats peut accroitre les risques de
tensions, voire d’escalade.

Dans ce contexte, la France s’est engagée en faveur du renforcement de la sécurité et de la stabilité du
cyberespace. A titre national, elle a ceuvré en faveur de la transparence en publiant en 2019 sa position quant a
I’application du droit international aux opérations cyber. Elle a également lancé des initiatives, comme 1’ Appel de
Paris pour la confiance et la sécurité dans le cyberespace, afin de promouvoir des principes pour régir le
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cyberespace et de stimuler la coopération entre les diverses parties prenantes, Etats, collectivités, entreprises et
organisations non gouvernementales. En outre, la France s’investit dans les travaux menés par les Nations unies
pour répondre aux défis croissants posés par 1’essor des TIC pour la paix et la sécurité internationales. Au cours
des deux dernieres années, elle a ainsi participé activement aussi bien aux travaux du groupe de travail a
composition non limitée (OEWG) créé sur le fondement de la résolution 73/27 qu’a ceux du groupe d’experts
gouvernementaux (GGE) créé sur le fondement de la résolution 73/266.

La France salue les résultats de ’OEWG et du GGE, qui sont tous deux parvenus cette année a s’accorder sur des
rapports finaux consensuels. Ces rapports réaffirment notamment 1’applicabilité du cadre normatif pour le
comportement responsable des Etats, fondé sur le droit international existant, sur des normes de comportement
responsable et sur des mesures de confiance. Ils apportent en outre des éclairages utiles pour la compréh ension et
la mise en ceuvre de ce cadre.

La conclusion consensuelle de ’TOEWG et du GGE crée une dynamique positive sur laquelle nous devons nous
appuyer pour poursuivre des travaux constructifs, sur la base du consensus. Dans cet esprit, la France accueille
favorablement la présentation par les Etats-Unis et la Russie d’une résolution conjointe sur les enjeux de sécurité
liés aux TIC. La France apporte son soutien et son co-parrainage a cette résolution. Elle souhaite notamment que
I’ Assemblée générale puisse saluer, de fagon consensuelle, les conclusions du dernier GGE, de méme qu’elle
reconnait celle de ’OEWG.

La France est attachée a la poursuite d’un dialogue inclusif dans le cadre des Nations unies, et participera a ce
titre au nouvel OEWG 2021-2025 qui a été mis en place par la résolution 75/240. Ma délégation souhaite que les
travaux de ce groupe permettent notamment d’approfondir le dialogue sur le cadre normatif applicable dans le
cyberespace, en se basant sur 1’acquis consolidé par les processus précédents.

Si la poursuite d’un dialogue inclusif au sein des Nations unies est nécessaire et utile, il est également urgent
d’entreprendre des actions concrétes pour répondre aux besoins les plus criants des Etats, soutenir la mise en
ceuvre des engagements existants et renforcer effectivement la sécurité et la stabilité du cyberespace. C’est
pourquoi la France, avec 53 autres Etats, soutient la mise en place d’un Programme d’action (PoA), ¢’est-a-dire
d’un outil inclusif, permanent au sein des Nations unies, dédié a la mise en ceuvre des normes internationales
agréées, a travers le renforcement des capacités des Etats, les échanges de bonnes pratiques, le dialogue avec
I’ensemble des autres parties prenantes — secteur privé, chercheurs et organisations non gouvernementales. Il est a
présent temps de travailler a une option de long terme, constructive, coordonnée et inclusive qui permettrait de
compléter les travaux menés jusqu’a présent de développer les initiatives en matiére de renforcement capacitaire.
Le PoA pourrait bien stir étre mis en place de fagon complémentaire avec les autres processus onusiens pertinents
dans le domaine de la cybersécurité. Le PoA créerait le cadre d'un engagement politique fondé sur les normes et
principes déja agréés, tout en offrant la possibilité de les enrichir progressivement, si cela est nécessaire.

La France se réjouit que la proposition du PoA ait été citée dans les rapports adoptés par I’OEWG et le GGE cette
année, et se tient préte, conformément aux recommandations de ces rapports, a préciser et développer cette
proposition, en dialoguant avec I’ensemble des Etats, ainsi qu’avec les autres acteurs, y compris dans le nouvel
OEWG.

Il est de notre responsabilité et dans notre intérét de défendre les cadres d’action et les régles de droit édictés
collectivement, en nous engageant pour le renforcement du réle du systéme onusien dans cette régulation. Nous
espérons donc que le plus grand nombre d’Etats possible pourra soutenir cette initiative afin d’envoyer un
message résolu de la communauté internationale alors que les menaces cyber n’ont jamais été aussi fortes.
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76th Session of the United Nations General Assembly
First Committee

Statement by France

“CYBERSPACE”
Courtesy translation

In a rapidly changing world, civilian and military uses of the cyber domain are multiplying, representing
important vectors of development but also posing numerous challenges to international peace and security. The
threats posed by the malicious uses of information and communication technologies (ICTs), which the
international community has long observed, continue to grow. The frequency, severity and sophistication of
cyber-attacks, perpetrated by both State and non-State actors, continue to increase, and the consequences of these
attacks can be catastrophic in economic, security and even humanitarian terms, as illustrated for example by the
scourge of ransomwares, which can affect citizens, businesses and critical infrastructure essential to the
functioning of our societies. Furthermore, the development of offensive cyber capabilities by States can increase
the risk of tension, or even escalation.

In this context, France is committed to strengthening the security and stability of cyberspace. On a national level,
it has worked to promote transparency by publishing its position on the application of international law to cyber
operations in 2019. It has also launched initiatives, such as the Paris Call for Trust and Security in Cyberspace, to
promote principles to govern cyberspace and to stimulate cooperation between the various stakeholders, States,
communities, companies and non-governmental organisations. In addition, France is involved in the work of the
United Nations to address the growing challenges posed by the rise of ICTs to international peace and security.
Over the past two years, it has actively participated in the work of both the Open-Ended Working Group (OEWG)
established on the basis of resolution 73/27 and the Group of Governmental Experts (GGE) established on the
basis of resolution 73/266.

France welcomes the results of the OEWG and the GGE, which both managed this year to agree on consensual
final reports. In particular, these reports reaffirm the applicability of the normative framework for responsible
State behaviour, based on existing international law, standards of responsible behaviour and confidence-building
measures. They also provide useful insights into the understanding and implementation of this framework.

The consensual conclusion of the OEWG and the GGE creates a positive dynamic on which we must build to
continue constructive work, based on consensus. In this spirit, France welcomes the presentation by the United
States and Russia of a joint resolution on ICT security issues. France supports and co-sponsors this resolution. In
particular, it hopes that the General Assembly will be able to welcome, by consensus, the conclusions of the last
GGE, just as it recognises that of the OEWG.

France is committed to the continuation of an inclusive dialogue within the framework of the United Nations, and
will therefore participate in the new OEWG 2021-2025 which was set up by resolution 75/240. It hopes that the
work of this group will enable us to deepen the dialogue on the normative framework applicable in cyberspace,
based on the experience consolidated by the previous processes.

Whilst the pursuit of an inclusive dialogue within the United Nations is necessary and useful, it is also urgent to
undertake concrete actions to respond to the most pressing needs of States, to support the implementation of
existing commitments and to effectively strengthen the security and stability of cyberspace. This is why France,
along with 52 other States, supports the establishment of a Programme of Action (PoA), i.e. an inclusive,
permanent tool within the United Nations, dedicated to the implementation of agreed international standards,
through capacity building of States, exchanges of best practices, dialogue with all other stakeholders - private
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sector, researchers and non-governmental organisations. It is now time to work on a long-term, constructive,
coordinated and inclusive option that would complement the work done so far and develop capacity building
initiatives. The PoA could of course be set up in a complementary way to other relevant UN processes in the field
of cyber security. The PoA would create a framework for political commitment based on the standards and
principles already agreed, whilst offering the possibility of gradually enriching them, if necessary.

France is pleased that the PoA proposal was mentioned in the reports adopted by the OEWG and the GGE this
year, and is ready, in accordance with the recommendations of these reports, to specify and develop this proposal,
in dialogue with all States, as well as with other stakeholders, including in the new OEWG.

It is our responsibility and our interest to defend the collectively agreed frameworks and rules of law, and to
commit ourselves to strengthening the role of the UN system in this regulation. We therefore hope that as many
States as possible will support this initiative in order to send a strong message from the international community
at a time when cyber threats have never been so strong.

76éme session de I’Assemblée générale des Nations-Unies
Premiére Commission

Déclaration de la France

« DESARMEMENT REGIONAL »

La France s’associe pleinement au discours prononcé au nom de 1’Union européenne.

La dimension régionale des travaux de la Premiére Commission revét pour la France une grande importance.
L’Union européenne a apporté la preuve de I’utilité d’une gouvernance régionale unique en son genre. Cette
expérience de gouvernance régionale originale est par ailleurs mise au service d’Etats tiers au travers d’une
coopération renforcée notamment dans le domaine du désarmement.

La France est fermement convaincue de 1’importance centrale de la coopération et de 1’assistance internationales.
La France réitére son engagement notamment en faveur des efforts de coopération et d’assistance destinés en
particulier a lutter contre le commerce illicite des armes 1égéres et de petit calibre sous tous ses aspects, et
auxquels elle participe a la fois au niveau national et dans le cadre de 1’Union européenne :

La France participe notamment activement au programme d’assistance de I’UE destiné a favoriser I’entrée en
vigueur, I’universalisation rapide et la mise en ceuvre effective du Traité sur le commerce des armes. Dans le
cadre de la deuxiéme phase de ce programme, 1’agence frangaise Expertise France a organisé cette année des
ateliers, des visites d’étude et d’autres activités connexes au profit du Mexique, de Madagascar, du Mali, du
Libéria, du Burkina Faso, de la Cote d’Ivoire et du Sénégal. Ces actions visent a appuyer les Etats non européens
qui en font la demande a rendre leur systéme national de controle des transferts d’armements en conformité avec
le TCA. Ce projet comporte également des actions visant & promouvoir, avec le soutien des pays partenaires et
des organisations régionales pertinentes, I’universalisation du Traité aupres d’autres Etats.

La France contribue activement a des projets visant au renforcement des capacités en mati¢re de controle des
armes légéres. Elle apporte ainsi son soutien au Centre de perfectionnement aux actions post-conflictuelles de
déminage et de dépollution (CPADD) de Ouidah, au Bénin, qui offre des programmes de formation dans le
domaine de gestion des stocks, qui permettent de lutter contre le détournement, ainsi que des programmes
d’entrainement au tragage et au marquage des armes.
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La France apporte également un appui aux efforts menés par plusieurs Etats en matiére de lutte contre les trafics
illicites via la fourniture d’équipements et de formations associées (en matiére d’appui aux échanges de preuves
balistiques et d’analyse des armes saisies) et d’une expertise technique.

Les initiatives de non-prolifération et de désarmement menées aux niveaux mondial, régional et sous-régional
sont par nature complémentaires. La mobilisation de la communauté internationale contre la menace posée par le
commerce illicite d’armes 1égéres et de petit calibre en constitue 1a encore un bon exemple.

Au niveau régional, la coopération est essentielle compte tenu de la nature largement transfrontaliére des trafics
d’ALPC. La France encourage cette coopération régionale, comme en témoigne les actions qu’elle méne dans la
zone-sahélo saharienne en matiére de lutte contre les groupes armés terroristes. En lien avec 1’Union européenne
et dans le contexte de la CEDEAO, la France et I’Union européenne se retrouvent pour insuffler des coopérations
régionales et des coordinations. En s’impliquant activement dans la montée en puissance de la force conjointe du
G5 Sahel, la France a encouragé les Etats de cette région (Tchad, Niger, Burkina Faso, Mali et Mauritanie) a
renforcer leur présence militaire dans les zones frontali¢res en améliorant leur coordination grace a une chaine de
commandement unique. La France soutient ¢galement les efforts entrepris par 1’Union Européenne et I’OSCE
pour renforcer la prévention et la lutte contre les trafics illicites d’armes 1égéres et de petit calibre, développer
des bonnes pratiques en matiére de régulation de ces armes et encourager 1’assistance et la coopération dans ce
domaine.

Au niveau sous régional, la France est a I’origine, avec 1’ Allemagne, d’une initiative -soutenue par 1’Union
européenne - visant a réduire les trafics d’armes a feu dans les Balkans occidentaux a 1’horizon 2024. Elle se base
sur des objectifs a la fois opérationnels et capacitaires et sur une large gamme d’activités. Celles-ci se
concentrent autour de la sécurisation des stocks, de la collecte d’armes en circulation ou encore du
démantélement des réseaux de trafiquants. Un peu plus de trois ans aprés son lancement, nous pouvons
reconnaitre que cette coopération est déja un succes. L’Union européenne a intégré la feuille route dans le
nouveau Plan d’action 2020-2025 de lutte contre les trafics d’armes a feu, et nous constatons que cette initiative
novatrice représente dans sa méthode un modéle intéressant pour d’autres régions.

La France souligne la nécessité d’adopter une approche de la coopération et de 1’assistance qui soit fondée sur
I’expression des besoins par les Etats ou les institutions destinataires. Elle accorde une grande importance a
I’adéquation entre les besoins exprimés et 1’assistance fournie, ainsi qu’au développement des capacités des
destinataires. Il s’agit 1a de I’une des clefs du succés de 1’assistance internationale. La France souhaite également
réaffirmer la nécessité d’assurer la coordination des différentes initiatives d’assistance, afin d’éviter tout doublon
et de garantir I’efficacité maximale de toutes les actions entreprises.

A 1’échelle du continent européen, la France, comme les autres Etats membres de I’UE, apporte un fort soutien a
la mise en ceuvre de mesures de transparence et de confiance adaptées a la situation géostratégique de la région,
et s’engage activement dans le dialogue visant a les renforcer, notamment au sein de 1’OSCE.

Les trois grands instruments de maitrise des armements conventionnels - le Traité sur les forces conventionnelles
en Europe, le Document de Vienne et le traité Ciel ouvert - mis en place au cours des années 1990 afin de
renforcer la transparence et la prévisibilité dans les activités militaires et d’établir un équilibre des forces
présentes en Europe, sont aujourd’hui fortement fragilisés. Le Traité sur les forces conventionnelles en Europe
aura permis la destruction de nombreux équipements ; mon pays ne se résout pas a le voir dépérir et appelle les
parties a créer les conditions pour revenir a sa mise en ceuvre pleine et enticre.

Nous regrettons les retraits successifs du Traité Ciel Ouvert qui portent atteinte a 1’un des piliers de 1’architecture
de maitrise des armements conventionnels en Europe auquel la France est profondément attachée. La France
appelle les Etats parties a parvenir a des solutions de compromis permettant d’assurer la continuité du
fonctionnement institutionnel du Traité et d’envisager sereinement la poursuite des activités de survol.
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Le Document de Vienne, pour sa part, constitue un instrument de confiance autant que de transparence et de
réduction des risques : ma délégation souhaite poursuivre avec tous les pays concernés le renforcement et la
modernisation de ce texte, pour [’adapter a I’évolution des doctrines et des équipements militaires./

76th Session of the United Nations General Assembly
First Committee

Statement by France

“REGIONAL DISARMAMENT?”
Courtesy translation

France fully associates itself with the speech made on behalf of the European Union.

The regional dimension of the work of the First Committee is of great importance to France. The European Union
has demonstrated the usefulness of unique regional governance.

This experience of original regional governance is also put at the service of third countries through enhanced
cooperation, particularly in the field of disarmament.

France is firmly convinced of the central importance of international cooperation and assistance. France reiterates
its commitment to cooperation and assistance efforts aimed in particular at combating the illicit trade in small
arms and light weapons in all its aspects, and in which it participates both at the national level and within the
framework of the European Union:

France is actively participating in the EU’s assistance programme to promote the entry into force, rapid
universalisation and effective implementation of the Arms Trade Treaty. In the framework of the second phase of
this programme, the French agency Expertise France has organised workshops, study visits and other related
activities this year for Mexico, Madagascar, Mali, Liberia, Burkina Faso, Cote d’Ivoire and Senegal. These
actions aim to support non-European States, upon request, in bringing their national arms transfer control systems
into compliance with the ATT. This project also includes actions aimed at promoting, with the support of partner
countries and relevant regional organisations, the universalisation of the Treaty with other States

France actively contributes to projects aimed at capacity building in the field of small arms control. It supports
the Center for Humanitarian Demining Training (CPADD) in Ouidah, Benin, which offers training programmes in
stockpile management to combat diversion, as well as training programmes in tracing and marking weapons.

France also supports the efforts of several States in the fight against illicit trafficking through the provision of
equipment and associated training (in support of ballistic evidence exchange and analysis of seized weapons) and
technical expertise.

Non-proliferation and disarmament initiatives at the global, regional and sub-regional levels are complementary
in nature. The mobilisation of the international community against the threat posed by the illicit trade in small
arms and light weapons is another good example.

At regional level, cooperation is essential given the largely cross-border nature of SALW trafficking. France
encourages this regional cooperation, as demonstrated by its actions in the Sahel-Saharan area in the fight against
armed terrorist groups. In conjunction with the European Union and in the context of ECOWAS, France and the
European Union are working together to promote regional cooperation and coordination. By being actively
involved in the rise of the G5 Sahel joint force, France has encouraged the states of this region (Chad, Niger,
Burkina Faso, Mali and Mauritania) to strengthen their military presence in the border areas by improving their
coordination through a single chain of command. France also supports the efforts undertaken by the European
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Union and the OSCE to strengthen the prevention of and fight against illicit trafficking in small arms and light
weapons, to develop best practices in the regulation of these weapons and to encourage assistance and
cooperation in this field. At the sub-regional level, France, together with Germany, has launched an initiative -
supported by the European Union - to reduce firearms trafficking in the Western Balkans by 2024. It is based on
both operational and capability objectives and a wide range of activities. These activities focus on securing
stocks, collecting weapons in circulation and dismantling trafficking networks. Just over three years after its
launch, we can acknowledge that this cooperation is already a success. The European Union has integrated the
roadmap into the new 2020-2025 Action Plan to combat firearms trafficking, and we note that this innovative
initiative represents an interesting model for other regions in its method.

France stresses the need to adopt an approach to cooperation and assistance that is based on the expression of
needs by recipient States or institutions. It attaches great importance to the match between the needs expressed
and the assistance provided, as well as to the development of the recipients’ capacities. This is one of the keys to
the success of international assistance. France also wishes to reaffirm the need to ensure the coordination of the
various assistance initiatives, in order to avoid any duplication and to guarantee the maximum effectiveness of all
actions undertaken.

On the European continent, France, like the other EU Member States, strongly supports the implementation of
transparency and confidence-building measures adapted to the geostrategic situation in the region, and is actively
involved in the dialogue aimed at strengthening them, particularly within the OSCE.

The three major conventional arms control instruments - the Treaty on Conventional Forces in Europe, the Vienna
Document and the Open Skies Treaty - established in the 1990s to enhance transparency and predictability in
military activities and to establish a balance of forces in Europe, are now seriously undermined. The
Conventional Forces in Europe Treaty has enabled the destruction of a great deal of equipment; my country
cannot resign itself to it weakening and calls on the parties to create the conditions for a return to its full
implementation.

We regret the successive withdrawals from the Open Skies Treaty, which undermine one of the pillars of Europe’s
conventional arms control architecture to which France is deeply attached. France calls on the States Parties to
reach compromise solutions that will ensure the continuity of the institutional functioning of the Treaty and allow
the continuation of overflight activities to be envisaged with serenity.

The Vienna Document, for its part, is an instrument of confidence as much as of transparency and risk reduction:
my delegation wishes to continue to work with all the countries concerned to strengthen and modernise this text,
in order to adapt it to the evolution of military doctrines and equipment.

76éme session de I’Assemblée générale des Nations-Unies
Premiére Commission

Déclaration de la France

« MACHINERIE DU DESARMEMENT »

La machinerie du désarmement et ses institutions telles qu’issues de la Session extraordinaire sur le désarmement
(SSOD-I) de 1978 nous fournissent un cadre solide qui demeure indispensable a tout progres sur la voie du
désarmement, en ceuvrant par étapes successives en faveur du désarmement général et complet.
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La France est attachée a la Conférence du désarmement, seule instance multilatérale chargée de la négociation de
traités de désarmement a vocation universelle. C’est d’ailleurs bien a la Conférence du Désarmement (CD), ou
dans les organes qui 1’ont précédée, qu’ont été négociés les grands traités de désarmement, notamment le Traité
sur la non-prolifération des armes nucléaires (TNP), la Convention sur |’interdiction de la mise au point, de la
fabrication et du stockage des armes bactériologiques (biologiques) ou a toxines et sur leur destruction (CIABT),
la Convention sur 1’Interdiction des Armes Chimiques (CIAC), ainsi que le Traité d’interdiction compléte des
essais nucléaires (TICE), auxquels la France rappelle son attachement le plus fort.

La France ne peut que regretter le blocage de la CD depuis de longues années. La mise en place d’organes
subsidiaires en 2018 avait permis des échanges trés substantiels sur chacun des points a 1’ordre du jour de
I’agenda, notamment sur le traité d’interdiction de la production de matiéres fissiles pour les armes nucléaires
(FMCT). Ce sujet, prioritaire pour mon pays, est également le plus mir pour le lancement de négociations. La
France soutiendrait une reconduction d’année en année des organes subsidiaires, dans une logique de continuité
et d’approfondissement des échanges. Nous soutenons par ailleurs toute proposition permettant d’améliorer
I’efficacité de la CD et d’y introduire plus de continuité. En ce sens, la France tient a saluer les efforts intenses
entrepris par le P6 cette année et espére que ce mécanisme informel se poursuivra a 1’avenir afin de garantir le
suivi des travaux. En dépit de 1’échec a adopter un programme de travail cette année encore, la France reste
convaincue du rdle clé de la CD, qui demeure également une enceinte indispensable pour faire vivre le dialogue
stratégique.

Cette année, sous présidence canadienne, la CD a débattu de 1’opportunité d’actualiser son Réglement Intérieur. I1
a été proposé que les titres et fonctions, qui aujourd’hui apparaissent au seul masculin, se voient adjoindre leurs
équivalents féminins. La France regrette que la CD ne soit pas parvenue a un consensus sur un tel amendement de
nature technique et important.

La France reste vivement préoccupée par les graves problémes de financement que connaissent les enceintes de
désarmement depuis des années. Nous déplorons le manque de liquidités di aux mauvais payeurs et rappelons a
ce titre que le paiement des contributions nationales est une obligation. Cette situation est particuliérement
préoccupante car la viabilité financiére des instruments de désarmement est indispensable pour garantir leur
efficacité. Sans les fonds disponibles, les réunions ne peuvent parfois pas se tenir, ou bien se tiennent dans des
conditions insatisfaisantes, ce qui affecte considérablement une mise en ceuvre efficace des traités et des
conventions.

Cette situation affecte parfois le multilinguisme. Nous rappelons que le multilinguisme n’est pas une option, mais
bien le garant d’un multilatéralisme efficace en permettant a chaque Etat de faire participer des experts qui
puissent s’exprimer dans la langue de leur choix. Ainsi, disposer en partie du multilinguisme comme d’une
mesure d’économie au sein d’enceintes multilatérales n’est pas a la hauteur de nos engagements.

L’Institut des Nations Unies sur la recherche pour le désarmement, I’UNIDIR, est un acteur incontournable de la
communauté du désarmement qui a su développer une expertise importante, y compris sur les sujets stratégiques
émergents comme 1’espace et le cyber, pour ne citer que ces sujets. Saluant les travaux de I’UNIDIR qui
contribuent a notre réflexion collective sur les grands enjeux du désarmement aujourd "hui, nous continuerons
d’accompagner 1’Institut, qui a apporté les preuves de sa résilience. Nous soutenons une augmentation de la
subvention onusienne du budget de I’'UNIDIR afin d’apporter une plus grande stabilité financiére a 1’institut.

La France salue 1’arrivée, a la téte de I’UNIDIR, de son nouveau directeur Robin Geiss. Elle lui adresse tout son
soutien dans la poursuite des travaux menés par 1’institut.
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76th Session of the United Nations General Assembly
First Committee

Statement by France

“THE DISARMAMENT MACHINERY”

Courtesy translation

The disarmament machinery and its institutions, which emerged from the 1978 Special Session on Disarmament
(SSOD-I), provide us with a solid framework which remains indispensable for any progress towards
disarmament, working in successive stages towards general and complete disarmament.

France is attached to the Conference on Disarmament, the only multilateral forum for the negotiation of universal
disarmament treaties. It was indeed in the Conference on Disarmament (CD), or in its predecessor bodies, that the
major disarmament treaties were negotiated, in particular the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
(NPT), the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological
(Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction (BTWC), the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC)
and the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT), to all of which France reiterates its strongest
attachment.

France can only regret that the CD has been blocked for many years. The establishment of subsidiary bodies in
2018 had enabled very substantial exchanges on each of the items on the agenda, particularly on the Fissile
Material Cut-Off Treaty (FMCT). This subject, which is a priority for my country, is also the most ripe for the
launch of negotiations. In the spirit of continuity and deepening of exchanges, France would support an annual
reconfirmation of the subsidiary bodies. We also support any proposal to improve the effectiveness of the CD and
to introduce more continuity. In this sense, France welcomes the intense efforts undertaken by the P6 this year
and hopes that this informal mechanism will continue in the future to guarantee the follow-up of the work.
Despite the failure to adopt a work programme again this year, France remains convinced of the key role of the
CD, which also remains an indispensable forum for keeping the strategic dialogue alive.

This year, under the Canadian presidency, the CD discussed the opportunity to update its Rules of Procedure. It
was proposed that titles and functions, which currently only appear in the masculine form, should be
accompanied by their feminine equivalents. France regrets that the CD did not reach a consensus on such a
technical yet important topic.

France remains deeply concerned about the serious funding problems that disarmament fora have been
experiencing for years. In particular, we deplore the lack of liquidity due to bad payers and recall that the
payment of national contributions is an obligation. This is of particular concern as the financial sustainability of
disarmament instruments is essential to ensure their effectiveness. Without the available funds, meetings
sometimes cannot be held, or are held in unsatisfactory conditions, which considerably affects the effective
implementation of treaties and conventions.

This situation can also affect multilingualism. We recall that multilingualism is not an option, but a guarantee of
effective multilateralism by allowing each State to involve experts who can express themselves in the language of
their choice. Thus, disposing of multilingualism as a cost-saving measure within multilateral fora does not live up
to our commitments.
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The United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research, UNIDIR, is a key player in the disarmament community
and has developed significant expertise, including on emerging strategic issues such as outer-space and cyber, to
name but two. We welcome UNIDIR’s work, which contributes to our collective thinking on the major issues of
disarmament today, and we will continue to support the Institute, which has demonstrated its resilience. We
support an increase in the UN subvention to UNIDIR’s budget in order to bring greater financial stability to the
Institute.

France welcomes the arrival at the head of UNIDIR of its new director Robin Geiss and offers him its full support
in the pursuit of the work carried out by the Institute.

76th Session of the United Nations General Assembly
First Committee

Chair’s statement — UNGA First Committee 2021
France as coordinator of the P5

France has the honour to report to the Committee on the state of play in the P5 Process of dialogue between the
five Nuclear Weapon States recognized by the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) — China, France, the
Russian Federation, the United Kingdom, and the United States of America.

50 years after the entry into force of the NPT, we reaffirm the P5’s commitment to this landmark treaty. We
remain committed under the NPT to the pursuit of good faith negotiations on effective measures related to
nuclear disarmament, and on a treaty on general and complete disarmament under strict and effective
international control. We support the ultimate goal of a world without nuclear weapons with undiminished
security for all. By helping to ease international tensions and create conditions of stability, security and trust
among nations, the NPT has made a vital contribution to nuclear disarmament and to reduce the number of
proliferating states. The Treaty continues to help create conditions that would be essential for further progress on
nuclear disarmament.

ok sk

In September 2020, France succeeded to the United Kingdom as coordinator of the P5. The P5 members have
been pursuing the implementation of the joint roadmap approved in Beijing in January 2019, with the aim of
contributing in a concrete and positive manner to the 10th Review Conference as well as to the next NPT review
cycle.

A virtual meeting of the P5 « Principals » took place on 8 July to take stock of the work undergone. The
Principals recognized that despite the impact of the health crisis, work has continued, with the P5’s determination
to register progress under the various workstreams of the P5 roadmap remaining intact.

1.  We attach great importance to the dialogue on doctrines and nuclear policies as means of strengthening
predictability, confidence and mutual understanding within the P5 and as a concrete risk reduction measure. The
P5 members have reaffirmed their intention to organize a dedicated side event at the Review conference and their
desire to pursue exchanges on doctrines.

2. We value the work currently underway on strategic risk reduction, a topic of high value for the NPT Review
Conference, and reaffirm our readiness to work on this issue in the long-term.

3.  Regarding the FMCT, our position remains to support the negotiation of a multilateral, internationally and
effectively verifiable non-discriminatory treaty, banning the production of fissile materials used to produce
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nuclear weapons and other explosive nuclear devices (FMCT), on a consensus basis and with the participation of
all countries involved within the Conference on disarmament. PS5 experts meetings have recently resumed on the
FMCT, with a view to agreeing on a joint deliverable.

4.  The second edition of the glossary of key nuclear terms is almost finalized. The P5 will highlight the
benefits of the work undertaken on the glossary, which is an important transparency and confidence building
measure that can help enhance mutual understanding on respective nuclear policies.

5. The PS5 reaffirms its support to the objectives of the Southeast Asian Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone, and its
availability to deepen exchanges with ASEAN member-states pertaining to the Bangkok treaty.

6. Regarding the peaceful use of nuclear energy, the P5 recalls the need to strengthen the I1Ird pillar of the
NPT, and remains engaged to widen access to nuclear techniques and to support the role of nuclear energy in the
energetic transition. Work is underway in Vienna to prepare joint P5 deliverables for the Review conference.

Mr President,

The PS5 has a special responsibility in maintaining international peace and security. Given the tense international
security context, the pursuit and strengthening of the dialogue amongst the members of the P5 and between NWS
and NNWS is key to strategic stability. Against this background, France is honored to have been entrusted with
the important responsibility of coordinating the P5 process and will do its utmost to sustain the P5 efforts towards
a successful Review Conference and beyond. The next important milestone will be the Paris conference in
December 2021, which France will host ahead of the NPT Review conference.

I thank you./.

76éme session de I’Assemblée générale des Nations-Unies
Premiére Commission

Déclaration du Président - Premiére Commission de ’AGNU 2021
La France comme coordinatrice du P5

La France a ’honneur de rendre compte a la Commission de 1’état d’avancement du processus P5 de dialogue
entre les cinq Etats dotés d’armes nucléaires reconnus par le Traité de non-prolifération nucléaire (TNP) - Chine,
Etats-Unis d’Amérique, Fédération de Russie, France et Royaume-Uni.

50 ans aprées 1’entrée en vigueur du TNP, nous réaffirmons 1’engagement du P5 envers ce traité historique. Nous
restons attachés, en vertu du TNP, a la poursuite de négociations de bonne foi sur des mesures efficaces liées au
désarmement nucléaire et sur un traité de désarmement général et complet sous un contréle international strict et
efficace. Nous soutenons 1’objectif ultime d’un monde sans armes nucléaires offrant une sécurité non diminuée
pour tous. En aidant a atténuer les tensions internationales et a créer des conditions de stabilité, de sécurité et de
confiance entre les nations, le TNP a apporté une contribution essentielle au désarmement nucléaire et a la
réduction du nombre d’Etats proliférant. Le traité continue d’aider a créer les conditions qui seraient essentielles
a de nouveaux progres en matiére de désarmement nucléaire.

%Kk

La France a succédé au Royaume-Uni en tant que coordinatrice du P5 en septembre 2020. Les membres du P5 ont
poursuivi la mise en ceuvre de la feuille de route conjointe agréée a Pékin en janvier 2019, dans 1’objectif de
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contribuer de maniére concréte et positive a la 10e conférence d’examen ainsi qu’au prochain cycle d’examen du
TNP.

Une réunion virtuelle des « Principals » du P5 a eu lieu le 8 juillet pour faire le point sur le travail accompli. Les
« Principals » ont constaté qu’en dépit de I’impact de la crise sanitaire, les travaux se sont poursuivis et que la
détermination du P5 a enregistrer des progrés dans les différents chantiers de la feuille de route du P5 demeure
intacte.

1. Nous attachons une grande importance au dialogue sur les doctrines et les politiques nucléaires comme
moyen de renforcer la prévisibilité, la confiance et la compréhension mutuelle au sein du P5 et comme mesure
concrete de réduction des risques. Les membres du P5 ont réaffirmé leur intention d’organiser un événement
paralléle dédié lors de la conférence d’examen et leur volonté de poursuivre les échanges sur les doctrines.

2. Nous apprécions les travaux en cours sur la réduction des risques stratégiques, un sujet de grande
importance pour la Conférence d’examen du TNP, et réaffirmons notre volonté de travailler sur cette question a
long terme.

3. Sur le FMCT, notre position reste de soutenir la négociation d’un traité multilatéral, non discriminatoire,
internationalement et effectivement vérifiable, interdisant la production de matiéres fissiles utilisées pour
produire des armes nucléaires et d’autres dispositifs nucléaires explosifs (FMCT), sur la base d’un consensus et
avec la participation de tous les pays impliqués dans la Conférence sur le désarmement. Les réunions d’experts
du P5 ont récemment repris sur le FMCT, en vue de convenir d’un résultat commun.

4. La deuxieme édition du glossaire des principaux termes nucléaires est presque finalisée. Le P5 soulignera
les avantages du travail entrepris sur le glossaire, qui est une importante mesure de transparence et de confiance
pouvant contribuer a améliorer la compréhension mutuelle des politiques nucléaires respe ctives.

5. Le PS5 réaffirme son soutien aux objectifs de la zone exempte d’armes nucléaires en Asie du Sud-Est et sa
volonté d’approfondir les échanges avec les Etats membres de I’ASEAN concernant le traité de Bangkok.

6.  Sur les usages pacifiques de 1’énergie nucléaire, le P5 rappelle la nécessité de renforcer le troisiéme pilier
du TNP, et reste engagé pour élargir 1’accés aux techniques nucléaires et soutenir le réle de 1’énergie nucléaire
dans la transition énergétique. Des travaux sont en cours a Vienne pour préparer les livrables communs du P5
pour la conférence d’examen.

M. le Président,

Le P5 a une responsabilité particuliére dans le maintien de la paix et de la sécurité internationale. Dans un
contexte international de sécurité tendue, la poursuite et le renforcement du dialogue entre les membres du P5 et
entre les EDAN et les ENDAN sont essentiels a la stabilité stratégique. Dans ce contexte, la France est honorée
de s’étre vue confier I’importante responsabilité de coordonner le processus du P5 et fera tout son possible pour
soutenir les efforts du PS5 en vue de la réussite de la Conférence d’examen et au-dela. La prochaine étape
importante sera la conférence de Paris en décembre 2021, que la France accueillera avant la conférence d’examen
du TNP.

Je vous remercie./.
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76¢éme session de I’Assemblée générale des Nations-Unies
Premiére Commission
(New York, 5 octobre 2021)

Intervention de M. Yann HWANG
Ambassadeur, Représentant permanent de la France
aupres de la Conférence du Désarmement
Chef de la délégation francaise

« DEBAT GENERAL »

Monsieur le Président,

Ma délégation vous présente ses félicitations pour votre élection a la présidence de cette 1ére commission, et tous
ses veeux de succes dans cette tdche importante.

La France s’associe a la déclaration de I’Union européenne, et souhaiterait présenter les remarques
complémentaires suivantes a titre national.

Les évolutions du contexte géopolitique ont dessiné un monde dans lequel nous faisons face a un retour de la
compétition stratégique, imprévisible et aux conflictualités croissantes. La France ne se résout pas a la
dégradation de I’environnement de sécurité international. Nous sommes convaincus que le dialogue, la
responsabilité et la détermination nous permettront de relever les défis auxquels nous faisons face. C’est dans cet
esprit qu’il nous faut ceuvrer au renforcement de la maitrise des armements, 1’une des clés de notre sécurité
collective.

La menace que fait peser la prolifération des armes de destruction massive et leurs vecteurs reste vive. Les
utilisations inacceptables d’armes chimiques en Syrie, en Malaisie, au Royaume-Uni et en Russie, en violation
compléte de la Convention sur 1’interdiction des armes chimiques (CIAC), ont poussé la communauté
internationale a réagir : Le « partenariat international contre I’impunité d’utilisation d’armes chimiques »,
impulsé par la France, rassemble aujourd’hui 40 Etats et I’Union européenne. Cette année a vu 1’adoption au
printemps lors de la 25¢ Conférence des Etats parties a la CIAC, a une trés large majorité, de la décision «
Contrer la détention et I’emploi d’armes chimiques par la République arabe syrienne », décision qui suspend
certains droits et priviléges de la Syrie a I’OIAC, sur la base d’un texte présenté par la France au nom de 46
délégations. Nous le répétons avec force, les auteurs d’attaques chimiques doivent étre sanctionnés. Il en va de
notre sécurité collective.

Notre sécurité collective requiert également de continuer a lutter sans relache contre la prolifération des armes
nucléaires. Sur I’Iran, la France demeure pleinement engagée, avec ses partenaires du E3, a la préservation de
I’accord de Vienne afin de réduire les risques de prolifération liés a 1’Iran. Depuis deux ans, Téhéran s’est
progressivement désengagé de cet accord et poursuit désormais depuis plusieurs mois des activités trés
préoccupantes qui constituent des étapes clés dans la fabrication d’une arme nucléaire. Le retour de 1’Iran a la
table des négociations, débutées en avril et suspendues a sa demande depuis désormais plus de trois mois, est
urgent afin d’organiser le plus rapidement possible son retour au respect plein et entier des dispositions du Plan
d’action global commun (JCPoA). C’est le sens de nos efforts, en lien avec 1’ensemble des participants au JCPoA
et les Etats-Unis.

Il est également indispensable que 1’Iran reprenne la coopération pleine et entiére avec 1’Agence internationale de
I’énergie atomique, dont nous soutenons fermement le travail et qui doit pouvoir faire complet usage de son
mandat en Iran. L’Iran doit mettre pleinement en ceuvre les engagements qu’il a pris aupres de 1’Agence en
matiere de vérification et fournir des explications complétes et techniquement crédibles aux questions que 1’AIEA
se pose en matiére de garanties sur la présence de matieres nucléaires non déclarées en Iran.
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S’agissant de la Corée du Nord, nous constatons que son programme nucléaire reste opérationnel et que son
programme balistique poursuit son développement, comme le démontrent les tirs de missiles encore observés ces
dernieres semaines. Nous poursuivrons nos efforts pour assurer la mise en ceuvre stricte, entiere et universelle des
sanctions qui visent le régime nord-coréen en application des résolutions du CSNU pour que Pyongyang accepte
enfin le dialogue et abandonne ses programmes proliférants.

Monsieur le Président,
Dans ce contexte tendu, les grandes échéances de cette fin d’année et de 2022 seront cruciales :

1- 2021 s’achévera par la tenue de la conférence d’examen de la Convention sur certaines armes classiques
(CCACQ), particulierement importante pour la France cette année alors qu’elle préside 1’enceinte. Cette conférence
doit étre I’occasion de renforcer la CCAC et d’engranger des progrés sur la problématique des technologies
émergentes dans le domaine des systémes d’armes 1étales autonomes (SALA).

2-  L’année 2022 devrait s’ouvrir sur un événement phare et attendu, la 10¢éme conférence d’examen du traité
de non-prolifération nucléaire (TNP), dont nous espérons qu’elle pourra se tenir dans les meilleures conditions
possibles. Pour la France, I’enjeu central sera simple : réaffirmer 1’autorité et la primauté de ce traité¢ au cceur de
notre sécurité collective. Le TNP est le déterminant de notre stabilité stratégique depuis plus de 50 ans. Il est le
seul traité permettant d’éviter la prolifération des armes nucléaires et de réduire la possibilité de confrontation
nucléaire, sur la voie du désarmement général et complet, tout en apportant a chacun 1’accés aux usages
pacifiques de I’atome.

La France a présenté un agenda positif de désarmement nucléaire, dans le cadre d’une approche graduelle du
désarmement nucléaire, la seule en mesure d’engranger des progrés tangibles vers la réalisation d’un monde sans
armes nucléaires avec une sécurité non-diminuée pour tous. La France prend ses responsabilités et obligations en
tant qu’Etat doté au titre du TNP trés au sérieux. En tant que présidente du P35, elle aura a ceeur d’ceuvrer a une
contribution positive et concréte du P5 a la conférence d’examen (Je vous renvoie a la déclaration de la France en
tant que présidente du P5).

3- L’année 2022 se poursuivra avec un autre événement clé pour le calendrier du désarmement, la 9¢éme
Conférence d’examen de la Convention sur 1’interdiction des armes biologiques et a toxines (CIABT) prévue en
aolt 2022. L’actuelle pandémie a montré le potentiel hautement perturbateur des agents biologiques pour nos
sociétés humaines et nous oblige ainsi a ceuvrer pour 1’adoption de mécanismes multilatéraux permettant une
coopération opérationnelle entre Etats parties a la Convention. La France porte, a cette fin, 3 propositions
concrétes pour opérationnaliser chacun des piliers de la Convention : (i) la coopération internationale autour des
usages pacifiques des agents biologiques ; (ii) la transparence dans la mise en ceuvre nationale pour asseoir la
confiance entre les Etats parties ; (iii) enfin, la clause de sécurité collective de la Convention.

Monsieur le Président, La France contribue activement a cette premiére commission :

- Avec I’ Allemagne, nous portons la résolution sur les stocks de munitions en surplus, qui peuvent faire
courir un risque de détournement vers des utilisateurs finaux non autorisés si ils ne sont pas convenablement
entreposés ;

- La France porte également la résolution sur la lutte contre la menace que représentent les engins explosifs
improvisés (EEI) qui ont fait plus de 60 000 tués ou blessés sur les 10 derniéres années ;

- En maticre de sécurité extra-atmosphérique, la France réaffirme son plein soutien a la résolution britannique
visant a réduire les menaces dans 1’espace par I’adoption de normes de comportements responsables. Nous y
voyons une fagon pragmatique et concréte de renforcer la sécurité spatiale face aux champs des menaces et
risques grevant aujourd’hui 1’utilisation pacifique de I’espace.
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- En matiére de cyber-sécurité, la France, conjointement avec une cinquantaine de partenaires, continue de
soutenir 1’établissement d’un programme d’action pour promouvoir des comportements responsables dans le
cyberespace. Nous aurons 1’occasion de le rappeler dans une déclaration conjointe des Etats parrains du PoA.

ook sk

Cette 76éme session de la 1ére commission de 1’ Assemblée générale des Nations Unies s’ouvre une nouvelle fois
dans un contexte difficile. Notre expérience a néanmoins montré que des efforts sérieux de négociation et de
bonne foi permettent de progresser pour consolider les régimes de sécurité collective sur lesquels reposent la paix
et la stabilité internationales.

Dans cette perspective, la France est résolue a étre motrice d’un multilatéralisme efficace, alliant une solidarité
forte entre Européens et un dialogue ouvert mais exigeant avec I’ensemble de nos interlocuteurs.

Je vous remercie./.

76th Session of the United Nations General Assembly
First Committee
(New York, 5 October 2021)

Statement by Mr Yann HWANG
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of France
to the Conference on Disarmament
Head of the French delegation

“GENERAL DEBATE”

Courtesy translation
Mr. President,

My delegation congratulates you upon your election as President of this First Committee and wishes you every
success in this important task.

France associates itself with the declaration of the European Union and would like to make the following
additional remarks in its national capacity.

We are facing a return to strategic competition, in a volatile and tense geopolitical context. France cannot accept
the deterioration of the international security environment. We are convinced that dialogue, responsibility and
determination will enable us to meet the challenges we face. It is in this spirit that we must work to strengthen
arms control, one of the keys to our collective security.

The threat posed by the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery remains acute.
The unacceptable use of chemical weapons in Syria, Malaysia, the United Kingdom and Russia, in complete
violation of the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC), has prompted the international community to respond:
The “International Partnership against Impunity for the Use of Chemical Weapons”, spearheaded by France, now
brings together 40 States and the European Union. Spring of this year saw the adoption at the 25th Conference of
States Parties to the CWC, by a very large majority, of the decision “Addressing the Possession and Use of
Chemical Weapons by the Syrian Arab Republic”, a decision that suspends certain rights and privileges of Syria
at the OPCW, on the basis of a text presented by France on behalf of 46 delegations. We repeat forcefully that the
perpetrators of chemical attacks must be punished. Our collective security depends on it.
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Our collective security also requires us to continue to fight relentlessly against the proliferation of nuclear
weapons. On Iran, France remains fully committed, with its E3 partners, to preserving the Vienna agreement in
order to reduce the risks of proliferation linked to Iran. For the past two years, Tehran has gradually disengaged
from this agreement and has now been pursuing for several months very worrying activities that constitute key
steps in the manufacture of a nuclear weapon. Iran’s return to the negotiations, which began in April and have
been suspended at its request for over three months now, is urgent in order to organise Iran’s return to full
compliance with the provisions of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPoA) as soon as possible. This is
the direction of our efforts, in conjunction with all the participants in the JCPoA and the United States.

It is also essential that Iran resumes full cooperation with the International Atomic Energy Agency, which we
strongly support and must be able to make full use of its mandate in Iran. Iran must fully implement its
verification commitments to the Agency and provide full and technically credible explanations to the IAEA’s
safeguards questions about the presence of undeclared nuclear material in Iran.

With regard to North Korea, we note that its nuclear programme remains operational and that its ballistic
programme continues to build up, as demonstrated by the missile launches seen again in recent weeks. We will
continue our efforts to ensure the strict, full and universal implementation of sanctions against the North Korean
regime in application of UNSC resolutions so that Pyongyang finally accepts dialogue and abandons its
proliferation programmes.

Mr. President,
In this tense context, we have 3 crucial upcoming events:

1- 2021 will end with the holding of the Review Conference of the Convention on Certain Conventional
Weapons (CCW), which is particularly important for France as Chair. This conference should be an opportunity
to strengthen the CCW and to make progress on the issue of emerging technologies in the field of lethal
autonomous weapon systems (LAWS).

2-  The year 2022 should open with a key and eagerly awaited event, the 10th Review Conference of the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), which we hope can be held under the best possible conditions. For
France, the central issue will be simple: to reaffirm the authority and primacy of this treaty, which lies at the heart
of our collective security. The NPT has been the determining factor of our strategic stability for over 50 years. It
is the only treaty that makes it possible to avoid the proliferation of nuclear weapons and to reduce the possibility
of nuclear confrontation, on the path to general and complete disarmament, while providing everyone with access
to the peaceful uses of the nuclear energy.

France has presented a positive nuclear disarmament agenda, as part of a step-by-step approach to nuclear
disarmament, contributing to tangible progress towards a world free of nuclear weapons with undiminished
security for all. France takes its responsibilities and obligations as NWS very seriously. As Chair of the PS5, it is
committed to working towards a positive and concrete contribution of the P5 to the Review Conference (I refer
you to France’s statement as Chair of the P5).

3-  The year 2022 will bring along another key event in the disarmament calendar, the 9th Review Conference
of the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC) in August 2022. The current pandemic has shown the
highly disruptive potential of biological agents for our human societies and thus obliges us to work for the
adoption of multilateral mechanisms allowing operational cooperation between States Parties to the Convention.
To this end, France is putting forward three concrete proposals to operationalise each of the pillars of the
Convention: (i) international cooperation on the peaceful use of biological agents; (ii) transparency in national
implementation to build confidence between States Parties; (iii) finally, the Convention’s collective security
clause.
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Mr President, France is actively contributing to this first committee:

- Together with Germany, we are carrying the resolution on ammunition stockpiles in surplus, which can pose
a risk of diversion to unauthorised end-users if they are not properly stored;

- France is also carrying the resolution on combating the threat of improvised explosive devices (IEDs),
which have killed or injured more than 60,000 people over the past 10 years;

- In terms of outer space security, France reaffirms its full support for the UK resolution aimed at reducing
threats in outer space through the adoption of rules, norms and principles of responsible behaviour. We see this as
a pragmatic and concrete way to strengthen security in outer space in the face of the range of threats and risks
that currently affect the peaceful use of space.

- In the area of cyber security, France, together with some fifty partners, continues to support the
establishment of a programme of action to promote responsible behaviour in cyberspace. We will have the
opportunity to reiterate this in a joint declaration by the PoA’s sponsor States.

sk sk

This 76th session of the 1st Committee of the United Nations General Assembly is once again opening in a
difficult context. However, our experience has shown that serious efforts at negotiation and good faith make it
possible to make progress in consolidating the collective security regimes on which international peace and
stability are based.

In this perspective, France is determined to be the driving force behind effective multilateralism, combining
strong solidarity amongst Europeans and an open but demanding dialogue with all our interlocutors.

Thank you./.
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Germany
Statement on Nuclear Weapons
UN General Assembly, 76th Session, First Committee

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Germany is fully aligned with the EU statement.
Excellencies, colleagues,

In challenging times we are heading towards the 10th Review Conference of the Non-Proliferation Treaty and I
should like to start by thanking Ambassador Zlauvinen for his outstanding stewardship to make this happen.

In the face of power shifts, growing tensions and arms race dynamics the NPT remains the bedrock for nuclear
disarmament and non-proliferation. This treaty is a success story of multilateralism and we should not shy away
from honoring its tremendous achievements: in curbing proliferation risks; spreading the benefits of nuclear
technology; and in bringing down nuclear arsenals from cold-war levels.

But the NPT is a living treaty and it must stand the test of time — over and over again. Proliferation challenges
and disarmament commitments require us to remain fully engaged.

Regarding Iran, the full implementation of all provisions contained in UNSCR 2231 and both its annexes is
essential. Germany remains committed to the revitalization and full implementation of the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action by all sides. We ask Iran to turn words into action and return to the negotiation table. Time is on
no one's side. We remain deeply concerned by the overall trajectory of the Iranian nuclear program marked by
systematic JCPoA violations, activities lacking plausible civilian justifications, reduced transparency and
insufficient cooperation with the ITAEA. We urge Iran to reverse course and to return to full compliance with its
political commitments and legal obligations in the nuclear field.

Looking at North Korea, the development over the last years is sobering. The continuous development of its
nuclear weapons program and ballistic missiles arsenal has become a major challenge to global non-proliferation
efforts and it must be met with unity and resolve. We fully support the US and South Korean efforts to establish
dialogue and negotiations with North Korea. We urge the DPRK to positively react to these initiatives. Only by
embarking on a path towards complete, verifiable and irreversible denuclearization can North Korea regain the
trust of the international community, expect sanctions relief and lay the ground for a sustainable peace in the
region.

Mr Chair, the IAEA safeguards system is a fundamental component of the nuclear non-proliferation regime.
Comprehensive Safeguards Agreements along with the Additional Protocol constitute the current ITAEA
verification standard and we strongly support its universalisation. We must ensure that the safeguards system and
our non-proliferation efforts at large live up to the proliferation challenges as they evolve.

Excellencies, colleagues,

Nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation are two sides of the same coin. We know that limited progress on
nuclear disarmament has burdened the NPT community since the adoption of the 2010 Action Plan.

Against his background, the extension of the New START Treaty for additional five years was an important step.
The limits on the strategic arsenals of the two biggest nuclear powers and the transparency provided by the
verification regime substantially contribute to global security. With their decision to extend New START the US
and Russia renewed momentum for arms control and disarmament and inspired hope for more steps to come.
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In that light, we welcome the two Presidents’ joint reaffirmation from 16 June 2021 that a nuclear war cannot be
won and must never be fought and we welcome the Strategic Stability Dialogue now established, seeking to lay
the groundwork for future arms control and risk reduction measures. Germany strongly supports US -Russian
strategic talks leading to broader arms control arrangements, addressing all nuclear weapons and facilitating
further reductions in the future.

We hope that the impetus provided by the US and Russia will have a spill-over on China, too, and will also
stimulate tangible results within the P5 dialogue. There is a lot all Nuclear Weapon States can do together to meet
their shared responsibility.

That is why the Stockholm Initiative, last year in Berlin, presented a road-map with more than 20 practical steps
to further advance nuclear disarmament: Maximum transparency on arsenals; stronger negative security
assurances; broader arms control negotiations are all Stepping Stones towards the ultimate goal of a world
without nuclear weapons.

We invite all NPT States to lend their support to these proposals and call on Nuclear-Weapons States to jointly
take the steps necessary for their implementation.

Now is the time to reduce nuclear risks. The Stockholm Initiative has substantiated its views on how nuclear risk
reduction can be operationalized as a matter of urgency. To facilitate nuclear disarmament — not to replace it.

Mr Chair,

25 years after the CTBT was opened for signature, the treaty has yet to enter into force. We renew our call on all
states that have not yet signed and ratified the CTBT — in particular those listed under Annex II — to show
leadership and do so without delay. Ending nuclear testing is both a humanitarian imperative and a rational
choice for international security.

On FMCT we have been biding time for far too long. It is high time to start negotiations. Differences on certain
aspects must no longer serve as a pretext not to move forward. We welcome that the P5 have put FMCT on their
agenda but what we need to see are courageous steps. That is why Germany is a main sponsor of the resolution

calling on all states to actively contribute to facilitating negotiations now.

Nuclear Weapon States and Non-Nuclear Weapon States can very effectively work together. Nuclear disarmament
verification is a case in point. Developing robust and proliferation-proof verification procedures is a prerequisite
for a nuclear-weapons free world. To that end, Germany and France are currently preparing another practical
exercise following the successful NuDiVe exercise in 2019. We look forward to broad attendance and to
complementing our practical engagement by more conceptual work in the GGE next year.

Excellencies, colleagues,

The NPT Review Conference is a chance to be seized. Together, we must be clear that the commitments we have
made in the past are firm in all the three pillars. We need to see more progress in their implementation and renew
the common vision of the NPT and its future.

All of this is possible.

Like the Stockholm Initiative the Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Initiative brings together perspectives from
different regions and backgrounds. The NPDI has made recommendations to strengthen the NPDI in all its
aspects.
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In that spirit — by showing respect for different priorities on the basis of a shared and comprehensive
understanding of the treaty — can we further advance the goals of the NPT.

Thank you.

Statement on Other Weapons of Mass Destruction
UN General Assembly, 76th Session, First Committee
Mr Chairman,

Germany fully aligns itself with the statement by the European Union.

The BTWC remains a major pillar of the international WMD arms control and non-proliferation architecture.
Germany welcomes the successful intersessional work carried out in the Meetings of Experts in August and
September 2021.

The global pandemic of 2020 and 2021 has shown the biosecurity risks the international community faces and the
need to work together in mitigating them. It has also shown that rapid developments in the field of biotechnology
and the life sciences need to be carefully monitored in view of their dual use potential. Germany strongly upholds
its proposal that a “Scientific and Technological Experts Advisory Forum” be established under the auspices of
the BTCW. We see this as a key deliverable for the forthcoming Ninth Review Conference of the BTWC next
year.

Mr Chairman,

The Chemical Weapons Convention, banning an entire class of weapons of mass destruction and combining this
with an effective verification regime, is the world’s most successful disarmament convention and, together with
the OPCW, its implementing organisation, it is also key for the prevention of re-emergence of chemical weapons.

But the global ban on the use of chemical weapons has been infringed upon repeatedly in recent years. The use of
such weapons against civilian populations has been a particularly atrocious trait of the Syrian civil war. The
reports presented by the OPCW’s Investigation and Identification Team are an important step in the fight against
impunity.

Those reports and the outstanding questions regarding Syria’s declaration to the OPCW are matters of grave
concern. It is high time that Syria respect its obligations under international law by providing immediate and
unfettered access to the OPCW and resolving all pending issues with regard to its initial declaration. We welcome
the decision adopted at the 25th Conference of State Parties to the CWC suspending the voting rights and
privileges of the Syrian Arab Republic until it fully complies with the CWC. Syria must not be allowed to dodge
its international obligations.

We are equally concerned by the repeated use of particularly dangerous and internationally banned nerve agents
in the cases of Mr Skripal and Mr Navalny. The use of such nerve agents has been confirmed by the OPCW as
well as by independent national laboratories. The Russian Federation, on whose territory the attack on Mr
Navalny took place more than one year ago, has not provided any explanations on the attack, nor have we learned
of any internal investigation of that case. We continue to call on Russia to launch such an investigation, to answer
all outstanding questions in full transparency and without further delay and to fully cooperate with the OPCW.

Mr. Chairman,

The OPCW, its Director-General and Technical Secretariat have proven their technical and professional expertise
and their high degree of impartiality and independence. They deserve our full trust, confidence and support.
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Therefore Germany has continued to support the OPCW both in the framework of its regular obligations as State
Party to the CWC as well as through voluntary contributions.

Mr. Chairman,

There is no doubt: we need to uphold the Convention’s integrity. The OPCW was given the instruments to do
that. Let us join forces to keep it the world’s most successful multilateral disarmament regime.

Thank you, Mr Chairman.

Statement on Conventional Weapons
UN General Assembly, 76th Session, First Committee
Mr. Chair,

Germany aligns itself with the Statement of the European Union. I will make some additional remarks in a
national capacity.

The widespread circulation of illicit Small Arms and Light Weapons and their ammunition continues to fuel
conflict and bloodshed. To save lives, we jointly need to step up our efforts to strengthen small arms control,
during all stages of conflict, using all instruments at our disposal, at the international, regional, national and local
level.

Germany is particularly concerned with the implementation gap between multilaterally agreed guidance and
practices on the ground. One of our biggest concerns is to close this implementation gap. In 2020, Germany
contributed with 19 Mio. EUR to strengthen small arms control around the world. Building on the momentum of
the successful outcome of BMS7, we need to make sure that vital provisions as set out in the UN Programme of
Action are finally put into practice.

We are convinced that one way to achieve this is via comprehensive and well-coordinated regional processes such
as the “Western Balkans Roadmap for the Control of Small Arms and Light Weapons”, the “Caribbean Firearms
Roadmap” or the ECOWAS Regional Plan of Action. That is why we wholeheartedly supported their
establishment and continue to support their comprehensive implementation. Germany also considers it essential
that civil society, women and youth are included into these efforts.

Inextricably linked to the challenges presented by Small Arms and Light Weapons are the risks presented by the
illicit circulation of conventional ammunition. On this topic, we would like to draw your attention to the
successful conclusion of the UN GGE on conventional ammunition under German chairmanship. The group has
issued very substantial consensus recommendations, in particular regarding steps to address the safety and
security challenges arising from conventional ammunition in a comprehensive manner.

We think it is vital to follow-up on the Group’s recommendations as well as to maintain the current momentum.
Germany and France therefore propose to integrate a follow-up process to the GGE into this year’s ammunition
resolution in the 1st Committee. We suggest establishing an Open Ended Working Group in 2022 to elaborate a
new global framework addressing existing gaps in through-life ammunition management, including international
cooperation and assistance. This global framework should take the form of a set of political commitments.
Together with actions at the national level, and voluntary arrangements at sub-regional and regional levels, this
framework would become part of a comprehensive framework to support safe, secure, and sustainable through-
life ammunition management. As with the consensus report of the GGE, we hope to find consensus support for
this mandate and the resolution.
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Germany furthermore welcomes the fact that despite Covid-19-restrictions the 7th Conference of States Parties
[CSP7] to the Arms Trade Treaty [ATT] could successfully take place in a hybrid format from 30 August until 2
September in Geneva. We feel honoured to have been appointed as Chairs of CSP8. During the CSP8-cycle, the
German Presidency will focus on “post-shipment controls” [PSCs] and “on-site verifications” respectively.
Universalisation and stocktaking are additional priorities. Germany has introduced thorough post-shipment
controls for certain numbers and categories of arms, especially for those that are easily divertible, such as small
arms. We would be pleased to share our experience and encourage others to adopt this practice, which we regard
as an effective measure to build confidence between exporting and importing states.

e  With regard to emerging technologies and in particular lethal autonomous weapons, we welcome the
intense discussions that have taken place in the CCW group of governmental experts since August. We
commend the Belgian Chair for his continuous efforts to work towards consensus by building upon the
eleven guiding principles endorsed by the Meeting of CCW High Contracting Parties in 2019. We look
forward to the draft final report that the Chair plans to present before the next GGE meeting. We would
welcome if the report could harness the two-tier approach introduced by France and Germany consisting
of a clear commitment not to develop, produce, acquire, deploy or use fully autonomous lethal weapons
systems operating completely outside a human chain of command and control on the one hand, and — on
the other hand — the agreement on positive obligations, in particular that lethal weapons systems
featuring autonomy must comply with a number of provisions such as

e compliance with international law,

e preservation of human responsibility and accountability at all times,

e Retention of appropriate/sufficient human control during the whole life-cycle of the system considered,

e and adoption and implementation of tailored risk mitigation measures and appropriate safeguards
regarding safety and security.

We consider it indispensable that the group delivers a substantial outcome on this important issue to the CCW
RevCon in December,

We continue to be staunch supporters of the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention and the Convention against
Cluster Munitions. Last year, Germany provided almost 50 Mio. EUR for Mine Action and Victim Assistance,
remaining one of the largest donors in this area. Since universalisation of both conventions has slowed down in
recent years, we need to redouble efforts to bring additional states into the conventions. The country coalition
concept, which brings together affected countries and donor countries as well as implementing agencies, can play
a vital role in order to achieve the full implementation of both conventions as well as the accession of new States
Parties.

The protection of civilians in armed conflict remains of key importance for Germany. We are dismayed by the
devastating humanitarian impact on civilians that the use of explosive weapons with wide area effects has had in
populated areas in conflicts like in Syria, Libya and Yemen. The provisions of IHL regarding the protection of
civilians must be fully respected by all parties to an armed conflict. Germany therefore continues to support the
process for a meaningful and inclusive political declaration, led by Ireland, in order to strengthen the compliance
with IHL and protect civilians in armed conflict. Identifying and exchanging military good practices in IHL
application can contribute to this decisively.

Thank you, Mr. Chair!
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Statement by India
during the thematic debate on Nuclear Weapons
at the First Committee of the UN General Assembly, New York, October 2021

UN Member States embraced collectively in the final outcome document of the tenth Special Session of the
General Assembly (SSOD-1), that the ending of the arms race and the achievement of real disarmament are tasks
of primary importance and urgency. After four decades, the international community is yet to effectively meet the
historic challenge and shared objective of the complete elimination of nuclear weapons, though some progress
has been made. India believes that effective and reformed multilateralism with a strong and reliable UN at its
core is capable of achieving solutions to problems of international peace and security.

2. India’s voice and active role, for the past several decades, in the global efforts towards disarmament is well
known. In 1954, India was the first country in the world to call for a ban on nuclear testing. In 1965, India’s call
for a non-discriminatory treaty on non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, as distinct from non-dissemination is yet
another testimony to India’s prescience.

3. India is unequivocal in its commitment to universal, non-discriminatory and verifiable nuclear disarmament.
Fully cognizant that disarmament can be achieved through a steady, gradual and effective process, India’s
Working Paper submitted to the Conference on Disarmament in 2007, CD/1816 envisions a step -by-step process
underwritten by a universal commitment and an agreed global and non-discriminatory multilateral framework,
based on the following elements:

. Reaffirmation of the unequivocal commitment of all nuclear weapon States to the goal of complete
elimination of nuclear weapons;

. Reduction of the salience of nuclear weapons in the security doctrines;

. Measures by nuclear-weapon States to reduce nuclear danger, including the risks of accidental nuclear war,
de-alerting of nuclear-weapons to prevent unintentional and accidental use of nuclear weapons;

. Negotiation of a global agreement among nuclear weapon States on ‘no-first-use’ of nuclear-weapons;

. Negotiation of a universal and legally-binding agreement on non-use of nuclear weapons against non-
nuclear weapon States;

. Negotiation of a Convention on the complete prohibition of the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons;

. Negotiation of a Nuclear Weapons Convention prohibiting the development, production, stockpiling and use
of nuclear weapons and on their destruction, leading to the global, non-discriminatory and verifiable elimination
of nuclear weapons with a specified timeframe.

4. In line with our vision, India has supported the negotiation of a Comprehensive Nuclear Weapons
Convention in the CD. Furthermore, India’s annual resolution, on a “Convention on the Prohibition of the use of
Nuclear Weapons”, tabled since 1982 in the UNGA requests the CD to commence negotiations on an international
convention prohibiting the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons under any circumstances. Our annual
resolution on ‘Reducing Nuclear Danger’, tabled since 1988 in the UNGA, has drawn much-needed global
attention to the hair-trigger alert of nuclear weapons and calls for steps to reduce the risk of unintentional or
accidental use of nuclear weapons, including through de-alerting and de-targeting of nuclear weapons. India
presents the two aforementioned resolutions in this Cluster and seeks the continued kind support of all Member
States for their adoption.

5. As aresponsible nuclear weapons State, India has a policy of maintaining a credible minimum deterrence
based on a No First Use posture and non-use of nuclear weapons against non-nuclear weapon states. India is
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prepared to convert these undertakings into multilateral legal arrangements. Furthermore, India remains
committed to maintaining a unilateral voluntary moratorium on nuclear explosive testing. Without prejudice to
the priority that we attach to nuclear disarmament, we also support the immediate commencement of negotiations
in the CD of a non-discriminatory, multilateral internationally and effectively verifiable Fissile Material Cut-Off
Treaty (FMCT) on the basis of CD/1299 and the mandate contained therein.

6. India would like to reiterate that the Treaty on Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, negotiated outside the CD,
does not create any obligations for India. India believes that this Treaty, in no way constitutes or contributes to
the development of any customary international law. However, India stands ready to work with all countries to
achieve our shared goal of nuclear disarmament.

7.  India strongly supports the upholding and strengthening of global non-proliferation objectives. The
international community has a vital interest in preventing terrorists and non-state actors from gaining access to
nuclear weapons, sensitive materials and technologies and in isolating States which harbor and provide support to
terrorists based on their soil. The international community must take a firm and united stand against those who
indulge in nuclear threats or benefit from clandestine proliferation linkages.

8.  India believes that a climate of trust and confidence coupled with political will and intensified dialogue
among States will help achieve consensus towards the shared objective of a world free of nuclear weapons. India
stands ready to work with all Member States in achieving this noble goal.

Statement by India
during the thematic debate on Other Weapons of Mass Destruction
at the First Committee of the UN General Assembly, October 2021

India is deeply concerned by the growing linkages between terrorism and weapons of mass destruction (WMD)
and is fully cognizant of the need to urgently address this grave threat to humanity through international
cooperation and within the United Nations framework.

2. Having faced the menace of terrorism for many decades, India through its annual Resolution at the UNGA,
titled “Measures to prevent terrorists from acquiring weapons of mass destruction”, has drawn the attention of the
international community to the dangers of the proliferation of WMD and the potential for its exploitation by
terrorists and non-state actors for hostile purposes. Tabled since 2002 and adopted by consensus, the resolution
urges Member States to support international efforts as well as to take and strengthen national measures, as
appropriate, to prevent terrorists from acquiring weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery. India
seeks the continued support of all Member States towards these important initiatives that are embodied in the
resolution under the Other WMD Cluster and for its adoption by consensus.

3. On its part, India has an overarching and integrated legislation in the Indian domestic law, namely, the
Weapons of Mass Destruction Act of 2005, that effectively translates at the operational level, India’s firm
commitment to prevent proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. India has a robust and effective national
export control system based on legislation, regulations and a control list of sensitive material, equipment and
technologies consistent with the highest international standards. Furthermore, India contributes to the global non -
proliferation efforts as a member of the export control regimes including the Missile Technology Control Regime
and the Australia Group.

4.  India attaches high importance to the Chemical Weapons Convention, which is a unique, non-

discriminatory, multilaterally negotiated and internationally verifiable disarmament instrument and serves as a
model for the elimination of an entire category of weapons of mass destruction. India maintains that the use of
chemical weapons, anywhere, by anybody and under any circumstances cannot be justified and the perpetrators
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of such acts must be held accountable. Any use of chemical weapons is in complete disregard of humanity, is
reprehensible and contrary to the provisions of the Convention, as well as accepted international legal norms.

5. India believes that the provisions of the Convention must be implemented in a manner that it does not
hinder legitimate activities. With a burgeoning chemical industry and with the second largest number of declared
chemical facilities to the OPCW, India ranks among the States Parties receiving the largest number of industry
inspections from the OPCW and has an impeccable track record of verification inspections.

6. India shares the concerns related to the recent instances of the alleged use of chemical weapons in various
parts of the world, including by non-state actors, especially terrorist groups and in this regard, underlines the
need for the full and effective implementation of the Convention. India urges that the provisions and procedures
laid down in the Convention be strictly adhered to by the OPCW and the Member States and that the concerns
regarding alleged use be addressed on the basis of cooperation among all parties concerned. India calls on States
Parties to the CWC to undertake appropriate measures to prevent use or threat of use of chemical weapons by
non-state actors.

7.  India accords high priority to the universalization and full and effective implementation of the BWC as well
as further strengthening of the Convention through the negotiation of a comprehensive and legally binding
protocol. The Meetings of Experts of the BWC held this year have been a fruitful exchange of in-depth views on
a number of important issues and a

significant contribution towards strengthening the inter-sessional process under the Convention. India looks
forward to constructive engagement at the Review Conference next year and a meaningful outcome to strengthen
the Convention. India seeks the support of all Member States on its joint proposal with France for establishment
of a database to strengthen assistance, response and preparedness under Article VII of the BWC.

8. We must make sure that the financial health of the Convention is on a sustainable footing by ensuring both
stability and predictability of resources. We would urge all States Parties to ensure that their finan cial
contributions are made in time which would help in addressing the severe challenges the Convention is currently
faced with regard to its financial status.

9. India is ready to work with all Member States on these important issues with a view to preserving global
peace and security.

Statement by India
during the thematic debate on Conventional Weapons
of the First Committee of the UN General Assembly, New York, October 2021

India is a party to all the five Protocols of the CCW and is committed to ensure the full implementation of its
obligations under the Convention and the humanitarian principles that they exemplify. The CCW, being an
important instrument of International Humanitarian law, while stipulating measures to mitigate humanitarian
concerns arising from the use of specific weapons and weapon systems, also takes into account the military
necessity of such weapons, thus striving to strike a balance between the two requirements. India supports efforts
towards the universalization of this important Convention. India believes that it is important to maintain the
financial sustainability of the Convention so as to ensure its full and effective implementation. India is concerned
about the precarious financial situation of the CCW and calls upon all High Contracting parties to make their
financial contributions to the Convention, in full and on time. India looks forward to productive outcomes at the
Sixth Review Conference of the CCW later this year.
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2.  India attaches high priority to the full implementation of the Amended Protocol II of the Convention as well
as its universalization. AP-II of the Convention strikes a fine balance between humanitarian concerns on
landmines and legitimate defence requirements, particularly of States with long borders, such as India. India
supports the goal of a world free of the threat of landmines. India observes a moratorium on the export and
transfer of landmines. India has fulfilled all its obligations under the Amended Protocol II related, inter-alia, to
the non-production of non-detectable mines as well as rendering all anti-personnel mines detectable. We have
also been submitting our national annual reports in a timely manner.

3. India believes that AP-II serves as an appropriate mechanism for addressing the issue of IEDs under the
CCW framework. Having faced the menace of the use of IEDs by non-state actors for the last three decades that
have caused casualties of both our defence personnel and civilians, India is sensitive to the issue of IED threat
mitigation and victim assistance. Our Centres of Excellence on Mines and Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs)
remain well-informed about the latest developments with respect to IED design, development, proliferation and
the global threat mitigation effort to minimize the IED contaminated areas.

4.  Protocol V, which was negotiated during the Presidency of India in 2002-03, holds a special significance for
India. India is deeply aware of the grave humanitarian concerns arising from the explosive remnants of war and
thus attaches importance to cooperation and providing assistance, to various countries, in the implementation of
Protocol V. India is willing to share its best practices with other High Contracting Parties and the United Nations.
India’s ratification of the Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities underscores the importance we attach
to victim assistance. India supports efforts towards victim assistance and technical cooperation both under the

UN mandate as well as on a bilateral basis.

5. Our “India for Humanity’ initiative launched in 2018 coinciding with Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th birth
anniversary celebrations, has successfully conducted several artificial limb fitments camps in various countries
with more than 6500 artificial limbs fitted across the world. The initiative has been extended till March 2023.
India also extends assistance to international demining and rehabilitation efforts and has undertaken specialist
training programmes on Counter IED, bomb disposal and demining with numerous partner countries. We stand
ready to contribute towards capacity building, victim assistance and victim rehabilitation, upon request from
friendly countries in future under the UN mandate.

6. India participates as an Observer in the meetings of the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention and looks
forward to its participation in the 19th Meeting of States Parties this year.

7.  India supports the continued deliberations on Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems (LAWS) on the basis of
an agreed mandate within the framework of the CCW. India also reaffirms its support to the eleven Guiding
Principles adopted during the annual Meeting of High Contracting Parties in 2019. India has actively participated
in the discussions of the Group of Governmental Experts on LAWS held this year. While the deliberations in the
GGE have been useful to understand commonalities, they have also equally demonstrated the need for further
work on a number of aspects concerning LAWS. India, therefore, supports continuation of the mandate of the
GGE on LAWS, beyond the Sixth Review Conference this year, with participation of all relevant stakeholders,
with a view to taking forward the fruitful deliberations during the current review cycle.

8. India, without prejudice to a negotiated outcome to be reached by consensus by the GGE, is not in a
position to support any stance which prejudges the outcome of the ongoing deliberations including in the form of
a prohibition or moratorium on further development or use of LAWS. India stands ready to actively participate in
the deliberations of the GGE and work with fellow High Contracting Parties to reach a common understanding
based on consensus.

9. Weapons in the hands of terrorists are the most threatening form of illicit SALWs. Therefore, India values the
full and effective implementation of the UN PoA as a means to combat terrorism and transnational crime. India
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attaches great priority to the UN Programme of Action as an important multilateral instrument. The Biennial
Meeting of States -7 held earlier this year successfully adopted an outcome document after substantive
discussions on the important issue of Small Arms and Light Weapons. We look forward to further consolidating
the progress made so far, at the BMS-8 next year.

10. India supports the UN Register on Conventional Arms and the UN Report on Military Expenditures and has
submitted its national reports regularly. India is a member of the Wassenaar Arrangement. India has enacted
robust national export controls governing the transfer of conventional weapons in line with the international
standards and remains committed to preventing illegal transfer of conventional weapons.

11. In line with the importance that India attaches to the CCW, our Annual Disarmament Fellowship programme
for young foreign diplomats, includes modules on the CCW. We believe that awareness of the Convention and its
principles and provisions would help in further strengthening and universalization of the Convention. India stands
ready to work with all Member States in this important area of our work and with a view to promoting
international peace and security.

Statement by India during the thematic debate on
Other Disarmament Measures and International Security
at the First Committee of the UN General Assembly, October 2021

Science and Technology is the most important catalyst for economic and social development. Technology-based
innovations have transformed our world and have impacted every aspect of human lives- be it food security,
energy, education, communication, travel, health or medicine and contribute to the effective achievement of
Sustainable Development Goals. At the same time, we have to be mindful that while emerging technologies offer
tremendous benefits, they also pose potential challenges to international peace and security in view of the
possibility of their malicious use, including by non-State actors and terrorists. Thus, it is all the more important
that Member States keep abreast of the latest S& T developments which have a bearing on international peace and
security and to address any potential risks.

2. India strongly believes that international cooperation in the peaceful uses of science and technology should
be promoted through relevant means, including technology transfer, sharing of information and ex change of
equipment and materials. At the same time, India is convinced that international transfers of dual-use goods and
technologies and high technology with military applications be effectively regulated, keeping in mind legitimate
defense requirements of all States and non-proliferation concerns.

3. India’s annual resolution on the ‘Role of science and technology in the context of international security and
disarmament’, adopted by consensus, addresses the felt need of States for enhanced international cooperation in
the peaceful uses of science and technology. Acknowledging the need to regulate the transfer of technologies for
peaceful uses, in accordance with relevant international obligations, to address the risk of proliferation by States
or non-State actors, the resolution inter-alia, highlights the importance for Member States to continue efforts to
apply developments in science and technology for disarmament-related purposes as well as to engage with
experts and relevant stakeholders from industry, academia and civil society to effectively address the challenges
involved. India is grateful to the Secretary General for submitting the updated report A/76/182, as mandated by
the 2020 resolution.

4. One of the important emerging areas in the field of Science and Technology relates to Information and
Communication Technologies (ICT). ICT can deliver enormous economic and social benefits for countries, but
they can also have a negative impact on international peace and security, especially due to their susceptibility to
harmful uses by both State and non-State actors. The race for cutting-edge technologies, research and
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development can accentuate strategic competition and also widen the technology divide. This needs the attention
of the international community.

5. States are leveraging the latest ICT technologies to augment contemporary forms of cross-border terrorism.
The world is already witnessing the use of cyber tools to compromise State security through, inter alia, attacks on
critical national infrastructure and disruption of social harmony through radicalisation. Democratic and open
societies have been particularly vulnerable to such cyber-attacks and disinformation campaigns. New and
emerging technologies, for instance the use of machine learning and big data, have the potential to improve the
lethality of such acts, posing a grave threat to international peace and security. The commercialization of these
technologies, including in WMDs, necessitates addressing the risk of proliferation of such technologies by States
and non-State actors.

6.  We are also witnessing the sophisticated use of information and communications technologies by terrorists
around the world to broaden their appeal, spread virulent propaganda, incite hatred and violence, recruit and raise
funds. India would like to underscore the need for Member States to address the implications of exploitation of
technological and digital innovation for terrorism.

7.  India is committed to promoting an open, accessible, and secure ICT ecosystem, based on mutual trust,
confidence and universal values. We reiterate that resilient, diverse, and secure technology supply chains are vital
for maintaining a stable and secure ICT environment. We welcome the consensus adoption of the reports of the
GGE and OEWG on ICT earlier this year, which has laid a strong foundation to the new OEWG. We hope that the
new OEWG would carry forward the positive momentum and provide an inclusive platform to develop a common
understanding on addressing the challenges in the realm of ICT security.

8. Given the relevance and importance of the cross-cutting nature of Science and Technology and its
significance to Member States, India believes that this important topic should bring Member States together to
collectively address its complex challenges. India seeks the continued support of all Member States towards the
adoption of its resolution on the ‘Role of science and technology in the context of international security and
disarmament’ by consensus this year. We would also encourage Member States to co-sponsor this resolution and
join us in this collective endeavour to make a meaningful contribution to global peace and security.

Statement by India
during the thematic debate on Disarmament Machinery at the
First Committee of the UN General Assembly, New York, October 2021

In an age of interdependence, a reformed, reliable, and effective United Nations is a sine qua non in pursuit of
disarmament. The final outcome document of the Special Session on Disarmament (SSOD-1), has observed that
the United Nations, in accordance with the Charter, has a central role and primary responsibility in the sphere of
disarmament. India is firmly committed to the ideals enshrined in the UN Charter and to multilateralism to
achieve them. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in his address at the 76th Session of the United Nations General
Assembly has reminded that if the United Nations has to keep itself relevant, it has to improve its effectiveness
and increase its reliability.

2. The framework for UN disarmament machinery laid out by the SSOD-1, consisting of the triad of the
Conference on Disarmament (CD), the First Committee and the UN Disarmament Commission (UNDC), continue
to be the ideal forums for making meaningful progress on matters of disarmament, international security, and
non-proliferation.

3. India accords the highest priority to the CD as the world’s single multilateral disarmament negotiating
forum. The CD’s Agenda comprises the most critical issues related to international peace and security. The CD
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brings together its Member States in sovereign equality and in full responsibility to negotiate legally -binding
instruments on disarmament. The CD has the mandate as well as the membership to commence negotiations on
the core items on its Agenda based on a comprehensive and balanced Programme of work. Despite several
attempts over the years, the CD has regrettably not been able to adopt a Programme of Work.

4. India is committed to efforts aimed at the Conference to agree on a Programme of Work in fulfilment of its
important mandate.

Instead of being sceptical on the relevance of the CD, what is really needed is a concrete demonstration of
political will and to get down to negotiating legally binding instruments. It is equally important not to let the
work of the CD be disrupted by some who wish to politicise the work of the CD and for Member States to
instead, focus their valuable time and resources on its negotiating mandate. India has expressed its readiness and
commitment to work with other Member States on all core items on the CD’s Agenda, including a Fissile
Material Cut-Off Treaty (FMCT) on the basis of CD/1299 and the mandate contained therein.

5. The UNDC is the universal forum that provides for in-depth consideration of important disarmament issues
and for enhancing understanding and consensus. That the UNDC has lost three years of substantive work in 2019-
21 is an opportunity lost for Member States to deliberate on issues of importance to international security and
disarmament. India hopes that the UNDC, will be able to conduct its work next year and makes substantive
recommendations on the issues on its agenda.

6. India looks forward to the convening of the SSOD-IV, which is long overdue and can be a useful
opportunity to take stock of the progress made in the disarmament machinery and to look at ways to further
revitalize it.

7.  The First Committee, mandated by the SSOD-1 to deal with the questions related to international peace and
security is an important platform that brings together all UN Member States to contribute their views. India is
pleased that the First Committee has been able to carry on with its important work during the pandemic in
exceptional circumstances. India hopes that exchanges in the First Committee would lead to further coalescing of
views among Member States to finding collective solutions on matters related to disarmament and international
security.

8.  India also values the efforts of the UNIDIR which brings immense value to our work. India believes that the
disarmament machinery should function as a composite whole, so that the progress made in one could contribute
to and be leveraged by another.

9. India’s annual Disarmament and International Security fellowship demonstrates the high priority we attach
to  promoting disarmament education. We look forward to further deepening our engagement through our
Disarmament for Youth initiative.

10. India stands ready to work with all Member States in a spirit of cooperation and constructive engagement to
revitalize the disarmament machinery to safeguard global peace and security.
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Statement by
the Republic of Indonesia on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement
Thematic Debate: “Nuclear Weapons”
First Committee 76th Session United Nations General Assembly
New York, October 2021
Mr. Chairman,

1. I am honored to speak on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement.

2. NAM reiterates its concern at the threat to humanity posed by the continued existence of nuclear weapons as
well as the lack of progress shown by Nuclear Weapon States (NWS) in eliminating their nuclear weapons. NAM
expresses concern at the sustained modernization of nuclear weapons, the continuous improvements in existing
nuclear weapons, and the development of new types of nuclear weapons, including new delivery vehicles, as
provided for in the military doctrines of some NWS, including the latest United States Nuclear Posture Review,
that set out rationales for the use of such weapons against non-NWS.

3. NAM States Parties to the NPT expresses its deep concern about the declared review of the United Kingdom’s
nuclear weapons policy, as contained in the “The Integrated Review 20217, that includes increasing its stockpile
ceiling of nuclear weapons by up to 44 percent, lowering the threshold for the possible use of such weapons, and
reducing transparency about its nuclear weapons.

4. NAM is also concerned that the strategic dialogue between the NWS has remained limited. NAM takes note of
the extension of the New START Treaty in 2021. NAM calls for the renewal of the commitments agreed within
the framework of the Treaty. NAM also expresses its concern over the termination of the INF Treaty and its
serious implications on international peace and security as well as efforts towards nuclear disarmament.

5. Reaffirming NAM principled positions on nuclear disarmament, which remains the agreed highest
disarmament priority for the UN, NAM strongly calls upon the NWS to comply with their legal obligations and
undertakings urgently, and eliminate their nuclear weapons totally, in a transparent, irreversible and
internationally verifiable manner. All modernization or extension to their nuclear weapons related facilities
should also cease immediately.

6. Pending the achievement of total elimination, a universal, unconditional, non-discriminatory and legally
binding instrument to effectively assure all non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear
weapons must be concluded, as a high priority.

7. A UN High-level International Conference on Nuclear Disarmament, as decided through the General Assembly
resolutions, should be convened. Noting also the entry into force of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons on 22 January 2021, NAM hopes that it would contribute to furthering the global objective of nuclear
weapons’ total elimination. NAM States Parties to the TPNW are fully committed to its implementation and look
forward to engage constructively in the lead up to the First Meeting of States Parties to the TPNW in March 2022
towards achieving a world free of nuclear weapons.

8. Non-proliferation derives its legitimacy from the larger objective of nuclear disarmament. Both are mutually
reinforcing and essential. NAM emphasizes that proliferation concerns are best addressed through multilaterally
negotiated, universal, comprehensive and non- discriminatory agreements.

Mr. Chairman,

9. NAM States Parties to the NPT regret the failure of the 9th NPT Review Conference to reach consensus on a
final outcome document despite efforts made by NAM delegations, and call upon NWS to demonstrate political
will to enable the 10th Review Conference to have concrete recommendations towards achieving nuclear
disarmament, the ultimate objective of the NPT.
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10. NAM States Parties to the NPT call on all NWS to promptly implement their long overdue obligations under
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) and the commitments agreed by consensus at the
NPT Review Conference without further delay. Furthermore, they also urge all NWS to refrain from any action
that would run counter to the Treaty’s objective of total elimination of nuclear weapons and the cessation of the
nuclear arms race. The States Parties express concern that despite the commitment of the NWS and long-standing
requests by NNWS to receive such legally binding assurances, no tangible progress has been achieved in this
regard. It is a matter of more concern that NN'WS implicitly or explicitly have been subject to nuclear threats by
some nuclear weapon States contrary to their obligations under the UN Charter. They also call for the
commencement of negotiations in order to reach agreement on an international convention prohibiting the use or
threat of use of nuclear weapons under any circumstances in accordance with UNGA resolution A/RES/75/75.

11. NAM State Parties to the NPT reaffirms that the convening of the 10th NPT Review Conference is especially
important given the crucial role of the NPT in international security. Thus, all efforts must be made to ensure the
convening of the Conference in a manner that contributes to a successful outcome.

12. In this regard, NAM welcomes the Convening of the First Session of the Conference on the Establishment of
a Middle East Zone Free of Nuclear Weapons according to the General Assembly Decision 73/546, under the
Presidency of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and the adoption of a Political Declaration and its Final Report.
In this regard, NAM looks forward to the Second Session of the Conference and continues to call upon all States
of the region, without exception, to actively participate in this Conference and negotiate in good faith and bring
to a conclusion a legally-binding Treaty on the establishment of the Zone. NAM States Parties to the NPT also
stress that the resolution on the Middle East adopted by the 1995 Review and Extension Conference of the Parties
to the NPT, as well as other relevant decisions on the subject, adopted within the context of the Review
Conferences, remain valid until the objective of the establishment of a zone free of nuclear weapons and other
WMD in the Middle East is achieved and that the implementation of decision 73/546 is without prejudice to the
validity of aforesaid resolution and decisions and shall not also be construed as their replacement.

13. NAM reiterated their full support for the establishment in the Middle East of a zone free of nuclear weapons
and all other weapons of mass destruction. As a priority step to this end, they reaffirmed the need for the speedy
establishment of a NWFZ in the Middle East in accordance with the Security Council Resolution 487 (1981) and
paragraph 14 of the Security Council Resolution 687 (1991) and the relevant General Assembly resolutions. They
called upon all parties concerned to take urgent and practical steps towards the fulfillment of the proposal
initiated by Iran in 1974 for the establishment of such a zone. Pending its establishment, they demanded on
Israel, the only country in the region that has not joined the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
(NPT) nor declared its intention to do so, to renounce possession of nuclear weapons, to accede to the NPT
without precondition and further delay, to place promptly all its nuclear facilities under International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) full-scope safeguards according to Security Council Resolution 487 (1981) and to
conduct its nuclear related activities in conformity with the non-proliferation regime. They called for the earliest
implementation of relevant IAEA resolutions on “Application of IAEA Safeguards in the Middle East”. They
expressed great concern over the acquisition of nuclear capability by Israel which poses a serious and continuing
threat to the security of neighboring and other States, and condemned Israel for continuing to develop and
stockpile nuclear arsenals. In this context they also condemned the statement made by the then Prime Minister of
Israel on 11 December 2006, related to the possession of nuclear weapons by Israel. They urged the continued
consideration of the issue of Israeli nuclear capabilities in the context of the IAEA, including at the General
Conference. They were of the view that stability cannot be achieved in a region where massive imbalances in
military capabilities are maintained particularly through the possession of nuclear weapons, which allow one
party to threaten its neighbors, and the region. They also called for the total and complete prohibition of the
transfer of all nuclear related equipment, information, material and facilities, resources or devices and the
extension of assistance in the nuclear related scientific or technological fields to Israel. In this regard, they
expressed their serious concern over the continuing development whereby Israeli scientists are provided access to
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the nuclear facilities of one NWS. This development will have potentially serious negative implications on
security in the region as well as the reliability of the global non-proliferation regime.

Mr. Chairman,

14. NAM reiterates its firm belief that non-proliferation policies should not undermine the inalienable right of
States to acquire, have access to, import or export nuclear material, equipment and technology for peaceful
purposes.

15. NAM reaffirms the inalienable right of each State to develop research, production and use of nuclear energy,
including the sovereign right to develop full national nuclear fuel cycle for peaceful purposes without
discrimination. It is the sovereign right of each State to define its national energy policies. Any decisions on
multilateral approaches to nuclear fuel cycle shall be made by consensus.

16. NAM recognizes that the primary responsibility for nuclear safety and nuclear security rests with individual
states. Any multilateral norms, guidelines or rules in nuclear security should be pursued within the framework of
the International Atomic Energy Agency. NAM continues to note with concern that undue restrictions on exports
to developing countries of material, equipment and technology, for peaceful purposes persist; and emphasizes that
measures and initiatives aimed at strengthening nuclear safety and security must not be used as a pretext or
leverage to violate, deny or restrict the inalienable right of developing countries to develop research, production
and use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes without discrimination.

17. NAM also stresses the significance of achieving universal adherence to the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban
Treaty (CTBT), especially by all NWS, which, inter alia, should contribute to the process of nuclear
disarmament. NAM expresses concern at the decision of the US to not seek ratification of the CTBT, as
announced in its 2018 Nuclear Posture Review, taking into account the special responsibility of NWS for the
realization of entry into force of the CTBT.

Mr. Chairman,

18. NAM is tabling a draft resolution to update “Follow-up to the 2013 High-Level Meeting on Nuclear
Disarmament.” NAM will appreciate support by all member states on it.

19. Finally, while noting the statements by NWS of their intention to pursue actions in achieving a world free of
nuclear weapons, NAM reaffirms the need for their urgent concrete actions to achieve this goal in accordance
with their nuclear disarmament legal obligations and commitments. NAM remains committed to cooperate for the
total elimination of nuclear weapons.

Thank you.

Statement by
the Republic of Indonesia on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement
Thematic Debate: “Other Weapons of Mass Destruction”
First Committee 76th Session United Nations General Assembly
New York, October 2021
Mr. Chairman,

1. I am honored to speak on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement.

2. Non-fulfillment of the commitments and obligations assumed under the relevant international legally binding
instruments especially on weapons of mass destruction continues to pose threats to global peace and security.
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3. NAM States Parties to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use
of Chemical Weapons (CWC) note with satisfaction the effective operation of CWC, as the only comprehensive
multilateral treaty banning an entire category of WMD, providing for a verification system and promoting the use
of chemicals for peaceful purposes. They urge United States, as the only remaining State Party, to take every
necessary measure to ensure its compliance with the “Detailed plan for the destruction of Chemical Weapons
remaining after the final extended destruction deadline of 29 April 2012”, in the shortest time possible, in order
to achieve the complete elimination of all categories of chemical weapons, which is one of the main pillars of the
Convention and the fundamental and top priority of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons,
and to uphold the credibility and integrity of the Convention. They express deep regret for non-adoption of the
report of the Fourth Special Session of the Conference of States Parties to Review the Operation of the
Convention owing to lack of consensus, despite broad consultations and best efforts, and politicization on some
issues. They call for promotion of international cooperation in the field of chemical activities for purposes not
prohibited under the Convention without any discrimination and restriction.

4. NAM States Parties to the CWC invite all States that have not yet signed or ratified the Convention to do so as
soon as possible. The accession of the State of Palestine, as the 193rd State Party in 2018, is a significant step
towards achieving Convention’s universality.

5. NAM States Parties to the CWC reaffirm the importance of international cooperation in the field of chemistry
for purposes not prohibited under CWC. NAM States Parties to the CWC reiterates their call on the developed
countries to promote international cooperation for the benefit of States Parties through the transfer of technology,
material and equipment for peaceful purposes in the chemical field and the removal of all and any discriminatory
restrictions that are contrary to the letter and spirit of the Convention. NAM States Parties to the CWC recalls
that the full, balanced, effective and non-discriminatory implementation of all provisions of the Convention, in
particular economic and technical development through international cooperation, is fundamental to the
achievement of its object and purpose, and reaffirms the need to respect the principles included in the
Convention, and called upon States parties to the CWC to avoid the polarization and politicization of the work of
the Organization, while encouraging States Parties to continue working cooperatively in the interest of consensus.

6. The use of chemical weapons and toxic chemicals, as weapons anywhere by anyone under any circumstances is
reprehensible and completely contrary to international law, particularly the provisions of the Convention. Those
responsible for the use of chemical weapons must be held accountable.

7. NAM reiterates its condemnation of Israeli military aggression against Gaza Strip in 2009 and July and August
2014 and the occupying power’s indiscriminate shelling and bombing of Palestinian civilian areas. Expressing
grave concern over the reported use in civilian areas of harmful and potentially fatal incendiary weapons, such as
white phosphorous, NAM reiterates its call for a thorough investigation of this serious matter by relevant bodies
under the appropriate international conventions and agreements.

8. International support to provide special care and assistance to all victims suffering from exposure to chemical
weapons is an urgent humanitarian need. The States Parties to the Convention as well as the Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) should pay attention to meeting those needs.

9. NAM State Parties to the CWC attach high importance to OPCW and emphasize the importance of consensus
in the decision-making process on matters of substance. OPCW should be strengthened to deal with ongoing and
future challenges within the confines of the CWC, without distorting the OPCW ’s mandate. to uphold the
authority and credibility of the OPCW.
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Mr. Chairman,

10. NAM States Parties to the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) consider that the Convention represents an
important component of the international legal architecture related to WMD. They recognize that the lack of a
verification system continues to pose challenge to effectiveness of the Convention. They call for resumption of
multilateral negotiations to conclude a non-discriminatory legally binding Protocol, dealing with all Articles of
the Convention, in a balanced and comprehensive manner to sustainably strengthen the Convention, including
through verification measures. They urge the Party rejecting negotiations to reconsider its policy. They further
emphasize the need for enhancing, without restrictions, international cooperation, assistance and exchanges in
toxins, biological agents, equipment and technology for peaceful purposes without any discrimination, in
conformity with the Convention.

11. NAM States Parties to the BWC express satisfaction on the increased number of parties to the Convention,
and supports the participation of NAM States Parties to the BWC to the upcoming Meeting of States Parties.

12. They further emphasize the need for enhancing, without restrictions, international cooperation, assistance and
exchanges in toxins, biological agents, equipment and technology for peaceful purposes without any
discrimination, in conformity with the Convention.

13. In the context of UN Security Council resolutions 1540 (2004) and its subsequent resolutions, NAM
underlines the need to ensure that any actions by the Security Council do not undermine the UN Charter, existing
multilateral treaties on WMD, and international Organizations established in this regard, as well as the functions,
power and role of the General Assembly. NAM cautions against the continuing practice of the Security Council to
utilize its authority to define legislative requirements for Member States in implementing its decisions. In this
regard, NAM stresses that the issue of acquisition of WMD by non-State actors should be addressed in an
inclusive and non-discriminatory manner by the GA, taking into account views of all Member States. NAM
further stresses that the comprehensive review of the implementation of Security Council resolution 1540 (2004)
prior to the expiry of the Committee’s mandate in February 2022 should strictly abide by the UN Charter, as well
as relevant international legally binding instruments and mandate of the aforementioned resolution, and be based
on the main thrust to prevent the acquisition of weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery by non-
state actors. NAM also stress that efforts should be strived for the comprehensive review of the implementation
of the Security Council resolution 1540 (2004) to observe the principle of consensus and for it to be conducted
through open, transparent and inclusive consultations with Member States.

14. NAM reaffirms the need to prevent emergence of new types of WMD, and therefore, supports the necessity of
monitoring the situation and triggering international action as required. In this regard, NAM welcomes the
adoption of GA Resolution 75/31 entitled “Prohibition of the development and manufacture of new types of
WMD and new systems of such weapons: report of the Conference on Disarmament”.

Thank you.
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Statement by
the Republic of Indonesia on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement
Thematic Debate: “Outer space (disarmament aspects)”
First Committee 76th Session United Nations General Assembly
New York, October 2021
Mr. Chairman,

1. I am pleased to speak on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement.

2. NAM recognizes the common interest of all humankind and the inalienable, legitimate sovereign rights of all
States in the exploration and use of outer space for exclusively peaceful purposes. NAM reconfirms its stand to
oppose and reject any acts denying or violating it and emphasizes that prevention of an arms race in outer space,
including a ban to deploy or use weapons therein, would avert a grave danger for international peace and security.

3. NAM emphasizes the paramount importance of strict compliance with existing arms limitation and
disarmament agreements relevant to outer space, including bilateral agreements, and with the existing legal
regime concerning the use of outer space. NAM also calls for the promotion and strengthening of international
cooperation in the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes.

4. NAM rejects the declaration by the United States in 2018 that “Space is a warfighting domain” or “the next
battle field” and accordingly reemphasizes the urgent need for the commencement of substantive work in the
Conference on Disarmament (CD), inter alia, on the prevention of an arms race in outer space, including through
the establishment of an ad hoc committee under this agenda item as early as possible, taking note of a draft treaty
on the “Prevention of the Placement of Weapons in Outer Space, the Threat or Use of Force Against Outer Space
Objects” (PPWT), presented jointly by Russia and China in the CD on 12 February 2008 and updated in 2014.
Taking note of the substantive progress made through the discussions of the Group of Governmental Experts
(GGE) established pursuant to GA resolution 72/250, as reflected in the draft final report of this GGE, and
expressing strong disappointment that consensus on the draft final report of the GGE was blocked by its member
from the US, NAM notes that it could have represented a good basis for further negotiations towards adopting an
international legally- binding instrument.

5. NAM continues to be concerned over the negative implications of development and deployment of anti-
ballistic missile (ABM) defense systems and threat of weaponization of outer space that have, inter alia,
contributed to further erosion of an international climate conducive to strengthening of international security. The
abrogation of ABM Treaty brought new challenges to international peace and stability and the prevention of an
arms race in outer space. NAM remains seriously concerned at the negative security consequences of deployment
of strategic missile defense systems, which could trigger an arms race(s) and lead to further development of
advanced missile systems and an increase in the number of nuclear weapons.

6. NAM welcomed General Assembly resolutions 73/30 on “Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space” and
73/31 on “No First Placement of Weapons in Outer Space”, both of which reaffirm the importance and urgency of
the objective of preventing an arms race in outer space and the willingness of all States to contribute to reaching
this common goals, as well as resolution 73/72 on “Transparency and Confidence-Building Measures in Outer
Space Activities”, which reaffirms that “preventing an arms race in outer space is in the interest of maintaining
international peace and security”.

7. NAM underscores that while voluntary TCBMs may partially contribute to reducing mistrust and enhancing
the safety of outer space operations in the short-term, it cannot represent a substitute for the early conclusion of a
legally-binding instrument on the prevention of an arms race in outer space, including the prohibition of the
placement of any weapons in outer space, as well as the threat or use of force against outer space objects. NAM
further urges all Member States, in particular those with major space capabilities, to contribute actively to the
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goal of preventing an arms race in outer space as an essential condition for the sustainability of the exploration
and use of outer space for peaceful purposes.

8. NAM continues to reaffirm the need for a universal, comprehensive, and non-discriminatory multilateral
approach toward the issue of missiles in all its aspects, negotiated multilaterally within the UN. Any initiatives on
this subject should take into account security concerns of all states and their inherent right to peaceful uses of
space technologies.

Thank you.

Statement by
the Republic of Indonesia on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement
Thematic Debate: “Conventional Weapons”
First Committee 76th Session United Nations General Assembly
New York, October 2021
Mr. Chairman,

1. I am pleased to speak on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement.

2. Non-fulfillment of the commitments and obligations assumed under the relevant international legally binding
instruments especially on conventional weapons continues to pose threats to global peace and security.

3. NAM continues to affirm the sovereign right of States to acquire, manufacture, export, import and retain
conventional arms and relevant parts, components, and ammunition for their self-defense and security needs.
NAM expresses its concern about unilateral coercive measures in this area, and emphasizes that no undue
restriction should be placed on transfer of such arms.

4. NAM remains deeply concerned over a wide range of security, humanitarian and socio-economic consequences
arising from the illicit manufacture, transfer, and circulation of small arms and light weapons (SALW). NAM
calls on all states, in particular major producing States, to ensure that supply of SALW is limited only to
governments or to entities duly authorized by them. NAM also underlines the need for a balanced, full and
effective implementation of the Program of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small
Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects (PoA) and the International Tracing Instrument, and in this regard,
stresses the urgent need to intensify efforts to promote international cooperation and assistance. NAM also calls
on the UN, in its activities in support of the implementation of the PoA, to rely further on the expertise available
in developing countries.

5. NAM notes the successful conclusion of the Seventh Biennial Meeting of States Parties to the PoA, held in
July 2021, and the adoption of its outcome document, including the expedient establishment of a dedicated
fellowship training programme on small arms and light weapons particularly for developing countries.

6. Recognizing the adverse humanitarian impact caused by the use of cluster munitions, and expressing solidarity
with the cluster munitions-affected countries, NAM calls for providing the necessary financial, technical and
humanitarian assistance to unexploded cluster munitions clearance operations, the social and economic
rehabilitation of victims as well as to ensure full access of affected countries to material, equipment, technology
and financial resources for unexploded cluster munitions clearance.

7. NAM continues to deplore the use, in contravention of international humanitarian law, of anti-personnel mines
in conflict situations aimed at maiming, killing and terrorizing innocent civilians. NAM calls upon all States in
position to do so, to provide the necessary financial, technical and humanitarian assistance to landmine clearance
operations, the social and economic rehabilitation of victims as well as to ensure full access of affected countries
to material equipment, technology and financial resources for mine clearance.
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8. NAM States Parties to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of
Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction (Mine Ban Convention) reiterate their commitment to full
implementation of the Maputo Action Plan.

9. Noting the Arms Trade Treaty, NAM States Parties to the ATT call for balanced, transparent and objective
implementation of the Treaty, in strict accordance with the principles of the UN Charter, and the inherent right of
each State to security and to individual or collective self defense. NAM also underscores that its implementation
should, in no way, affect the sovereign right of States to acquire, manufacture, export, import and retain
conventional arms and their parts and components for their self-defense, security needs and the maintenance of
territorial integrity of its member states.

10. NAM States Parties to the Convention on Prohibition or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional
Weapons Which May be deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects (CCW), and its
Protocols, encourage other States to become parties to the Convention and its Protocols.

11. NAM is of the view that Lethal Autonomous Weapon Systems (LAWS) raise a number of ethical, legal,
moral, technical, as well as international peace and security related questions, which should be thoroughly
deliberated and examined in the context of conformity to international law, including international humanitarian
law and international human rights law. In this regard, NAM States Parties to the Convention on Certain
Conventional Weapons (CCW) welcome the adoption by consensus of the 2018 Report of the GGE on LAWS and
have agreed that there is an urgent need to pursue a legally-binding instrument on LAWS

12. NAM recognizes the significant imbalance in production, possession and trade in conventional weapons
between the industrialized and the Non-Aligned Countries, and calls for a significant reduction in production,
possession and trade of conventional weapons by the industrialized states with a view to enhancing international
and regional peace and security.

13. Finally, NAM expresses concern at the increasing global military expenditure, which could otherwise be
spent on development needs. NAM further stresses the importance of the reduction of military expenditures, in
accordance with the principle of undiminished security at the lowest level of armaments, and urges all States to
devote resources made available from there to economic and social development, in particular in the fight against
poverty.

Thank you.

Statement by
the Republic of Indonesia on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement
Thematic Debate: “Other Disarmament Measures and International Security”
First Committee 76th Session United Nations General Assembly
New York, October 2021
Mr. Chairman,

1. I am pleased to speak on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement.

2. While NAM notes the positive benefits of information and communication technologies (ICTs) and their
contribution to development, and encourages States to implement the norms, rules and principles for the
responsible behavior of States, as this will contribute to increasing stability and security in cyberspace, NAM is
concerned with the cases of illegal and malicious use of new ICTs to the detriment of Members States of the
Movement and expresses strong condemnation and rejection to those violations. NAM further reiterates the need
to prevent the cyberspace from becoming a theater of military operations.
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3. NAM confirms the conclusions of the Group of Governmental Experts on Developments in the Field of
Information and Telecommunications in the Context of International Security (GGE), in its 2013 and 2015
reports, that international law, and in particular the UN Charter is applicable and essential to maintaining peace
and stability and promoting an open, secure, stable, accessible and peaceful ICT environment. NAM reiterates the
importance of ensuring that the use of such technologies is fully in accordance with the purposes and principles
of the UN Charter, international law and, especially, the principles of sovereignty, sovereign equality, non-
interference in internal affairs, refraining from the threat or use of force in international relations, peaceful
settlement of disputes, respect for human rights, and adhering to the well-established principle of peaceful
coexistence among States.

4. NAM notes the conclusion of the Open-ended Working Group on developments in the field of information and
telecommunications in the context of international security (OEWG), as the first inclusive mechanism established
within the UN with the participation of all Member States, acting on the basis of consensus. NAM also welcomes
the consensual adoption of its outcome document.

5. NAM stresses that the development of any international legal framework to address issues related to the use of
ICTs with implications on international peace and security should take into account the concerns and interests of
all States and be based on consensus and pursued within the UN with the active and equal participation of all
States. NAM further underscores that such a legal framework, together with a multilateral inclusive institutional
platform dedicated to international cooperation on safeguarding the peaceful uses of ICTs, will represent a major
contribution towards increasing stability and security in cyberspace through prevention of conflicts, thereby
promoting the settlement of international disputes by peaceful means and the peaceful uses of ICTs.

6. At the same time, as a principled position, NAM stresses that nothing in that legal framework shall affect the
inalienable rights of States in the development and use of ICTs for peaceful purposes, or restrict or deny, in any
manner whatsoever, developing countries of the ICTs related science, know-how, technology and services in all
its aspects for peaceful purpose. NAM rejects any unilateral measures not in accordance with the UN Charter and
international law that impede the full achievement of economic and social development by the population of the
affected countries and that hinder their well-being.

7. NAM condemns the misuse of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs), including the internet
and social media, to incite and commit acts of terrorism.

Mr. Chairman,

8. NAM also emphasizes the importance of observance of environmental norms in the preparation and
implementation of disarmament and arms limitation agreements. Furthermore, NAM reaffirms that international
disarmament forums should take fully into account the relevant environmental norms in negotiating treaties and
agreements on disarmament and arms limitation, and that all States, through their actions, should contribute fully
to ensuring compliance with aforementioned norms in the implementation of treaties and conventions to which
they are parties.

9. NAM welcomes the adoption without a vote of General Assembly Resolution 75/43 on the relationship
between disarmament and development. NAM expresses concern at the increasing global military expenditure,
which could otherwise be spent on development needs. NAM further stresses the importance of the reduction of
military expenditures, in accordance with the principle of undiminished security at the lowest level of armaments,
and urges all States to devote resources made available from there to address the new challenges for the
international community in the fields of development, poverty eradication and the elimination of the diseases that
afflict humanity, including the COVID-19 pandemic. NAM firmly supports the unilateral, bilateral, regional and
multilateral measures aimed at reducing military expenditures, thereby contributing to strengthening regional and
international peace and security and recognized that confidence building measures assisted in this regard.
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10. Under this cluster, NAM is presenting the following three draft resolutions and will welcome support from all
Member States:

1) Observance of environmental norms in the drafting and implementation of agreements on disarmament and
arms control.

2) Promotion of multilateralism in the area of disarmament and non-proliferation.

3) Relationship between disarmament and development.

Thank you.

Statement by
the Republic of Indonesia on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement
Thematic Debate: “Regional disarmament and security”
First Committee 76th Session United Nations General Assembly
New York, October 2021
Mr. Chairman,

1. I am honored to speak on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement.

2. NAM reiterates its strong concern at the growing resort to unilateralism and in this context, underlines that
multilateralism and multilaterally agreed solutions, in accordance with the UN Charter, provide the only
sustainable method of addressing disarmament and international security issues. NAM also underscores its
principled position concerning the non-use or threat of use of force against the territorial integrity of any State.

3. NAM reiterates its full support for the establishment in the Middle East of a zone free of nuclear weapons and
all other weapons of mass destruction. As a priority step to this end, NAM reaffirms the need for the speedy
establishment of a NWFZ in the Middle East in accordance with the Security Council Resolution 487 (1981) and
paragraph 14 of the Security Council Resolution 687 (1991) and the relevant General Assembly resolutions.
NAM calls upon all parties concerned to take urgent and practical steps towards the fulfillment of the proposal
initiated by Iran in 1974 for the establishment of such a zone. Pending its establishment, NAM demands on
Israel, the only country in the region that has not joined the NPT nor declared its intention to do so, to renounce
possession of nuclear weapons, to accede to the NPT without precondition and further delay, to place promptly all
its nuclear facilities under IAEA full-scope safeguards according to Security Council Resolution 487 (1981) and
to conduct its nuclear related activities in conformity with the non-proliferation regime. 4. NAM State Parties to
the NPT reiterate their profound disappointment that the 2010 action plan on the establishment of a Middle East
zone free of nuclear weapons and all other WMD has not been implemented. They strongly reject the alleged
impediments for not implementing the 2010 Action plan on the Middle East and the 1995 Resolution on the
Middle East. This runs contrary to the letter and spirit of the 1995 Resolution, which constitutes the original
terms of reference of establishing this zone. It also violates the collective agreement reached at the 2010 NPT
Review Conference.

5. Recalling the opposition expressed by US, UK and Canada at the concluding session of the 2015 NPT Review
Conference, NAM States Parties to the NPT express their disappointment that as the result of such opposition,
consensus on new measures regarding the process to establish a Middle East Zone free of Nuclear Weapons and
all other WMD was not achieved. This could undermine efforts towards strengthening NPT regime as a whole.
NAM reemphasizes the special responsibility of co-sponsor States of 1995 resolution on the Middle East in
implementation of that resolution. NAM is concerned that the persistent lack of implementation of the 1995
Resolution, contrary to the decisions made at the relevant NPT Review Conferences, undermines the
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effectiveness and credibility of the NPT and disrupts the delicate balance between its three pillars, taking into
account that the indefinite extension of the Treaty agreed at the 1995 Review Conference is inextricably linked to
the implementation of the 1995 Resolution on the Middle East.

6. In this regard, NAM welcomes the Convening of the First Session of the Conference on the Establishment of a
Middle East Zone Free of Nuclear Weapons according to the General Assembly Decision 73/546, under the
Presidency of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and the adoption of a Political Declaration and its Final Report.
In this regard, NAM looks forward to the Second Session of the Conference and continues to call upon all States
of the region, without exception, to actively participate in this Conference and negotiate in good faith and bring
to a conclusion a legally-binding Treaty on the establishment of the Zone. NAM States Parties to the NPT also
stress that the resolution on the Middle East adopted by the 1995 Review and Extension Conference of the Parties
to the NPT, as well as other relevant decisions on the subject, adopted within the context of the Review
Conferences, remain valid until the objective of the establishment of a zone free of nuclear weapons and other
WMD in the Middle East is achieved and that the implementation of decision 73/546 is without prejudice to the
validity of aforesaid resolution and decisions and shall not also be construed as their replacement.

Mr. Chairman,

7. NAM recalls the successful conclusion of nuclear negotiations between the Islamic Republic of Iran and
E3/EU+3, resulting in the finalization of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) on 14 July 2015
adopted by Security Council resolution 2231. NAM calls for its full implementation by all its participants and
underlines that this agreement shows once again that dialogue and diplomacy are the most appropriate means to
resolve such issues, as NAM has always advocated.

8. NAM believes that Nuclear-Weapon-Free zones (NWFZs) established by the treaties of Tlatelolco, Rarotonga,
Bangkok, Pelindaba, the Central Asian Nuclear-Weapon- Free Zone treaty as well as Mongolia’s Nuclear-
Weapon-Fee-Status are positive steps and important measures towards strengthening global nuclear disarmament
and nuclear non-proliferation. In the context of NWFZs, it is essential that NWS provide unconditional
assurances against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons to all States of the zone under any circumstances.
NAM calls upon all NWS to ratify related protocols to all treaties establishing NWFZs, withdraw any
reservations or interpretative declarations incompatible with their object and purpose, and respect the
denuclearization status of these zones.

9. NAM urges States to conclude agreements freely arrived at among the States of the region concerned with a
view to establishing new NWFZs in regions where they do not exist, in accordance with the provisions of the
Final Document of the First Special Session of the General Assembly devoted to Disarmament (SSOD-1) and the
Principles and Guidelines adopted by the UN Disarmament Commission in 1999.

10. In closing, NAM emphasizes the importance of UN activities at the regional level to increase the stability and
security of its Member States, which could be promoted in a substantive manner by the maintenance and
revitalization of the three regional centers for peace and disarmament. NAM is presenting following a draft
resolution, under this cluster, for which it welcomes support from all delegations:

* Implementation of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace.

Thank you.
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Statement by
the Republic of Indonesia on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement
Thematic Debate: “Disarmament Machinery”
First Committee 76th Session United Nations General Assembly
New York, October 2021
Mr. Chairman,

1. It is my honor to speak on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement.

2. NAM is concerned at continuous erosion of multilateralism in the field of disarmament, non-proliferation and
arms control. NAM is determined to continue promoting multilateralism, as the core principle of negotiations in
these areas and as the only sustainable approach to address these issues, in accordance with the UN Charter.

3. Enhancing the effectiveness of UN disarmament machinery is thus a shared objective. Based on its existing

rules of procedure and methods of work, this machinery has produced landmark treaties and guidelines. NAM

believes that the main difficulty lies in lack of political will by some states to achieve progress, particularly on
nuclear disarmament.

4. NAM reaffirms the importance of the Conference on Disarmament (CD) as the sole multilateral negotiating
body on disarmament and reiterates its call on the CD to agree by consensus on a balanced and comprehensive
program of work without any further delay, taking into account the security interests of all states. In this regard,
NAM reaffirms the importance of the principle contained in the final document of the SSODI that “Adoption of
disarmament measures should take place in such an equitable and balanced manner as to ensure the right of each
State to security and to ensure that no individual State or group of States may obtain advantages over others at
any stage”. NAM strongly rejects any politicization of the work of the CD and calls upon all member states to
fully respect its rules of procedures and agreed methods of work.

5. NAM also underlines the importance and relevance of the United Nations Disarmament Commission (UNDC)
with universal membership, as the sole specialized and deliberative body within the UN multilateral disarmament
machinery, to consider various problems in the field of disarmament and submit concrete recommendations to the
General Assembly. NAM further calls upon UN Member States to display necessary political will and flexibility,
in order to enable the Commission to agree on “Recommendations for achieving the objective of nuclear
disarmament and non-proliferation of nuclear weapons”.

6. NAM expresses grave concern at the inability of the UNDC to convene its organizational and substantive
sessions since 2019, in a formal setting, and expresses hope that, by addressing all underlying issues among
concerned delegations, the UNDC will hold its substantive sessions as soon as possible, in a formal setting, so as
to fulfill its mandate, by adopting agreed substantive recommendations.

7. For its part, NAM stands ready to engage constructively on advancement of issues on the UN disarmament
agenda and the ways and means of strengthening the disarmament machinery. NAM underscores the importance
of convening the Fourth special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament (SSOD-1V), as it would
offer an opportunity to review, from a perspective more in tune with current international situation, the most
critical aspects of disarmament process, and to mobilize international community and public opinion in favor of
elimination of nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction and of control and reduction of conventional
weapons. In this regard, NAM welcomes the GA endorsement of the report of the Open-Ended Working Group on
SSOD-IV and the substantive recommendations contained therein, and stresses continuing of consultations on
next steps for convening of SSOD-IV.

8. Expressing its deep concern on the continued lack of adequate representation from NAM countries in the UN
Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA), NAM requests the Secretary-General and High Representative to
undertake steps to ensure proper, balanced, and equitable representation in that office. NAM calls for
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transparency and strict application on the principle of equitable geographical representation, including in
particular in the composition of any Group of Governmental Experts (GGE) established in the field of
disarmament and international security. NAM also underlines the importance of transparency and openness of the
work of such groups.

9. Under this cluster, NAM is presenting following two draft resolutions for which it will welcome support from
everyone:

» United Nations regional centres for peace and disarmament;
» Convening of the Fourth special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament.

10. Finally, NAM notes with concern the increasing trend towards tabling competing proposals addressing the
same topics under the same agenda items, and wishes to underscore that this trend could undermine the
credibility and consistency of the outcomes of the UN Disarmament Machinery as well as the functioning of this
Machinery, in addition to sending confusing signals to the Member States, the Secretariat, and the international
community in the course of implementing the relevant resolutions. NAM encourages all Member States to
cooperate in a constructive manner to reach agreements on the relevant topics with a view to preserving the
principles and objectives of multilateral diplomacy.

11. NAM urges all countries to work together cooperatively and demonstrate their political commitment
concretely, including here in the First Committee, to ensure that the disarmament machinery can achieve its
potential fully to bolster global peace and security.

Thank you
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Statement by the Delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran
to the UNGA 76 First Committee
Thematic Discussions: Nuclear Weapons

In the Name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful

Mr. Chairman,

My delegation associates itself with the NAM statement delivered by Indonesia.
Mr. Chairman,

Achieving global nuclear disarmament remains one of the most long-lasting goals of the United Nations.
However, today, international security is under threat by the existence of almost 14,000 nuclear weapons with
well-funded, long-term plans to not only modernize but also strengthen the arsenals of NWSs while ignoring the
implications of their related policies, including the nuclear arms race.

Unfortunately, relying on nuclear deterrence persists as an element in the security policies of all NWSs, the latest
as set out in the UK’s integrated review 2021. And yet, no nuclear disarmament negotiations are underway in
spite of the clear legal obligation for these states under Article VI of the NPT.

Furthermore, the United States’ withdrawal from the INF in 2019 spelled an end to the commitment to eliminate
an entire class of nuclear missiles. Similarly, its withdrawal from the JCPOA in 2018, as well as the
unwillingness of the current US Administration to return to it, have caused immense damages to international
efforts towards nuclear disarmament.

It should be noted with grave concern that the US Government is the main hindrance at the global level in
moving towards nuclear disarmament.

We believe that the extension of the new START should be followed by the possessors of the two largest nuclear
arsenals and other NWSs to agree on nuclear disarmament.

In the same vein, the clandestine nuclear weapons of the Israeli regime are the main obstacle to establishing a
nuclear weapons free zone in the Middle East. We reiterate our call on the international community to compel
Israel to dismantle its nuclear arsenal, promptly accede to the NPT as a non-nuclear-weapon party without any
preconditions and place all of its nuclear facilities under the IAEA’s full-scope safeguards.

Iran is of the view that the use of nuclear weapons is a violation of international law and is a crime against
humanity. We strongly support the NAM proposal to commence negotiations on a comprehensive nuclear
weapons convention on the total elimination of nuclear weapons in the Conference on Disarmament. This is a
legal, political and moral responsibility for the international community, in general, and the Nuclear Weapon
States, in particular.

Taking note of the entry into force of the TPNW as a beginning, not an end, the Islamic Republic of Iran is urging
the NWSs to accomplish their legal, political and ethical obligation to put an end to nuclear options and ensure
nuclear disarmament.

Thank you!
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Statement by the Delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran
to the UNGA 76 First Committee
Thematic Discussions: Other WMDs

In the Name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful

Mr. Chairman,

My delegation associates itself with the NAM statement delivered by Indonesia.
Mr. Chairman,

The Islamic Republic of Iran has the highest record in accession to the international legal instruments banning
WMD, including BTWC, CWC, and other important documents. Iran’s initiative for the establishment of a
Nuclear Weapons Free Zone in the Middle East is, per se, a clear commitment to the disarmament and non-
proliferation norm. This genuine approach has its roots in our Islamic belief to reject WMDs, in rational
calculation of our national interest and the bitter experience of being attacked by Saddam of Iraq during the
1980s which resulted in nearly 100,000 victims - some of whom lost their lives immediately and some who still
suffer decades later from those attacks. We condemn any use of chemical weapons, by anyone and under any
circumstance, and we strongly support the full and effective implementation of the provisions of the CWC. We
also support upholding the authority of the 1925 Geneva protocol as an important building block of the global
ban of CWs.

It is unfortunate that 24 years after the entry force of the CWC, the use or threat to use of chemical weapons is
still a matter of grave concern to international security. In addition, the destruction of chemical weapons, the
main pillar of the Convention as well as its universality is yet to be realized. The United States as the only
possessor of the chemical weapons stockpiles has not only failed to meet the final extended deadline of April
2012 for the destruction of chemical weapons but has also sought to postpone the fulfillment of its obligations
until 2023. My delegation urges the sole possessor State Party to utilize its entire capacity to expedite the
completion of the destruction of its chemical weapons stockpiles in the shortest amount of time prior to the
scheduled timeline. Furthermore, it is unequivocally disturbing that the Israeli regime, a non-party with a WMD
program in the Middle East, is generously rewarded by some of the member states.

Despite the utmost efforts by the international community to ensure that the OPCW remains a center to achieve
the object and purpose of the Convention, the CWC, in general, and the OPCW, in particular, have faced many
challenges in recent years that threatens their integrity and credibility. While the practice of decision-making
through consensus helped to promote the cause of the CWC, it is a matter of extreme concern that a few States
Parties have chosen a different path. This unconstructive approach towards questioning the practice of consensus
as it becomes an uneven trend in the OPCW undoubtedly would further lead to the polarization of the
organization, jeopardizing its credibility as well as the integrity of the PM O’s decisions.

Iran strongly supports the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) and calls for its balanced, full, effective and
non-discriminatory implementation.

We firmly believe that the most effective approach to strengthening the Convention is through the resumption of
the negotiations on a legally binding protocol for the Convention. As such, we call on the United States to
withdraw its objection to the resumption of such negotiations.

The continued non-adherence of the Israeli regime to the BWC is a major obstacle to its universality while also
endangering the security of the BWC States Parties in the Middle East.
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Ridding the world of such dangerous weapons of mass destruction is a collective responsibility. In this regard,
Iran will continue supporting all genuine international efforts to fulfill this responsibility.

Thank You!

Statement by the Delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran
to the UNGA 76 First Committee
Thematic Discussions: Quter Space

In the Name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful

Mr. Chairman,

My delegation associates itself with the NAM statement delivered by Indonesia.
Mr. Chairman,

Iran reiterates its principled position that outer space and other celestial bodies are humanity ’s common heritage
and must be used only for peaceful purposes as well as for the benefit of all countries, regardless of their
economic or technological progress.

From our perspective, the prevention of an arms race in outer space would avert a severe threat to international
peace and security. Therefore, further measures, including a legally binding instrument with appropriate and
effective verification provisions, shall be developed timely by the CD. Inaction is not and cannot be an option in
this raveling situation.

Given the obvious realities, we are deeply concerned over the increasing threat of weaponizing outer space,
including the negative implications of the development and deployment of anti-ballistic missile defense systems
and the pursuit of advanced military technologies capable of being deployed in outer space which has, inter alia,
contributed to the further weakening of an international climate conducive to the promotion of disarmament and
the strengthening of international security.

As declared by US officials, the Space Force’s budget of $17.4 billion will have a more than 13% increase from
FY 2021. This increase will aid in the modernization of the US Air Force and further development of its Space
Force.

On the other side, contrary to the accepted principles governing Outer Space, the United States has imposed
illegal sanctions against Iranian Space Agencies which are all civilian space entities in nature. This move by the
U.S. is in clear contradiction with the principles of international space law, including the right of free access to
outer space and international cooperation in space activities. In our view, despite all these attempts, the U.S.
cannot and will not be able to dominate space.

On another note, over the last year we witnessed positions and movements that went beyond not only the bounds
of the Conference on Disarmament but also out of the accepted interpretations of peaceful outer space basic
principles. One of the ostensible examples is the so-called Reducing Space Threat through Responsible Behavior.

These ideas continue to mull while a long list of accepted principles by consensus remain on the waiting list for
materialization. It seems that an apt holistic approach in articulating new rules, norms, and regulations is
balancing between the needs and norms on one hand with limitations and on the ground realities on the other.
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The Islamic Republic of Iran insists that measures, rules, and regulations which would hinder/limit access to
space for nations with emerging space capabilities should be avoided. Also, States should refrain from developing
an international legal framework with high thresholds and ambiguous concepts, such as “responsible behavior in
space”, which would obstruct the developing countries’ peaceful space activities.

Statement by the Delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran
to the UNGA 76 First Committee
Thematic Discussions: Conventional Weapons

In the Name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful

Mr. Chairman,

My delegation associates itself with the NAM statement delivered by Indonesia.
Mr. Chairman,

Iran reaffirms the sovereign and inherent right of States to acquire, manufacture, export, import and retain
conventional arms for their self-defense and security needs under Article 51 of the UN Charter. Any arrangement
for the regulation of conventional armaments should be in conformity with the purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations. There are globally accepted processes in place, like the UN Programme of Action
to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and light Weapons in All its Aspects, the
International Instrument to Enable States to Identify and Trace, in a Timely and Reliable Manner, Illicit Small
Arms and Light Weapons and some others in which their effective and indiscriminate implantation as well as
respect for their exact mandates will lead to alleviate a part of these concerns. My delegation has actively and
constructively offered its contribution to the relevant meetings. However, it is regrettable that the final version of
the outcome document of the BMS 7 contains provisions including the establishment of an open-ended expert
group that is not consistent with the mandate of the BMS and is beyond its powers as envisaged in the PoA. In
fact, according to the PoA it is only the review conference that has the power to take such a decision.

However, their overproduction, massive transfer and excessive accumulation in certain regions have caused
actual concerns in terms of the regional and international security. The figures in each of these areas are
worrying, and it is imperative to adopt an approach reducing global military expenditure, responsible production
as well as transfer of conventional weapons.

A glance at the Middle East proves that the circumstances are exceedingly alarming in our region where the
security situation is already complicated. Arms imports by states in the Middle East were 25 per cent higher in
2016-2020 when compared to the data from 2011-2015. The US is the biggest arms seller to the region.

In addition to its WMDs, a large arsenal of sophisticated offensive conventional weapons of the Israeli regime
continues to threaten the peace and security of the region and beyond. This regime is the largest cumulative
recipient of U.S. foreign assistance since World War II.

Additionally, the manifold increases in the military budgets and arms imports in our region is another chronic
concern.

Thank You.

21-18117 135/246



A/C.1/76/INF/5

Statement by the Delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran
to the UNGA 76 First Committee
Thematic Discussions: Regional Security

In the Name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful

Mr. Chairman,

My delegation associates itself with the NAM statement delivered by Indonesia.
Mr. Chairman,

Security and stability in the Middle East and the Persian Gulf sub-region are of the utmost importance for the
region and beyond. Iran has steadily supported this public good and has offered a number of proposals to
strengthen the security in the region. We stand by those initiatives which have evolved to respond to the exact
security need of the region. Our first proposal in 1985 became the foundation of paragraphs 5 and 8 of Security
Council Resolution 598, which read:

5. Calls upon all other States to exercise the utmost restraint and to refrain from any act which may lead to
further escalation and widening of the conflict ....

8. Further requests the Secretary-General to examine in consultation with Iran and Iraq and with other states of
the region measures to enhance the security and stability of the region;

Regrettably—and despite our persistent follow-ups—those paragraphs remain unimplemented.

Our region has since witnessed the scene of several wars, massive foreign military buildups, the ensuing
nightmare of extremism and terrorism, the dangerous accumulation of the most sophisticated weaponry as well as
aggression and power projections by various actors.

It is noteworthy that three flawed prescriptions, namely, purchase of security from others, having security at the
expense of the insecurity of other neighbors and establishing regional hegemony have all resulted in catastrophic
consequences.

Unfortunately, a number of extra-regional actors have examined this situation as an opportunity to expand their
military presence and sell more weapons.

The U.S. has deployed nearly 50,000 troops in the Persian Gulf region in 29 military installations with more than
300 combat aircrafts. The illegitimate U.S. presence—7,600 miles from its shores— culminated in the cowardly
assassination of General Qassem Soleimani, Daesh’s Enemy No.1, by President Trump.

In the region itself, the excessive military budgets and arms imports by certain States are alarming.
Unsurprisingly, the USA is the number one arms seller to some regional countries, including a country that is the
largest buyer of that weaponry with military spending that amounted to an estimated $78.4 billion in 2019. It was
the third-largest military spender globally and by far the largest military spender in the Persian Gulf region.

Those are the same weapons that are abused for suppression and war crimes or transferred to terrorist groups.

In this context, we must not condone the fact that the Israeli regime relies on its military aid from the US as well
as the aggressive military establishment it has created which is a chronic source of insecurity in the region and
beyond.
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Yet, the military build-ups and hundreds of billions of dollars of arms sales have enhanced neither the security of
the external powers nor of the region.

We need collective efforts by regional countries to establish inclusive dialogue and security networking in this
region. To realize a balanced, active and smart foreign policy, Iran pursues a courteous relationship with its
neighbors.

Thank You!

Statement by the Delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran
to the UNGA 76 First Committee
Thematic Discussions: Other Disarmament Measures and International Security

In the Name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful

Mr. Chairman,

My delegation associates itself with the NAM statement delivered by Indonesia.
Mr. Chairman,

Iran supports the ICTs as humanity’s common heritage which must be used exclusively for peaceful purposes and
with ample consideration of the need to balance security and development. Irresponsible use of this technology
by States or non-state actors, including terrorist groups, surely poses serious threats to the world’s security and
stability.

As the U.S. has not only started militarizing cyberspace, its military has also begun carrying out multiple
cyberattacks. The U.S. is not alone in this regard; Israeli regime has also launched many cyber-attacks against
Iran. Both should be held responsible and accountable as such brazen and irresponsible actions cannot be
condoned.

Unfortunately, some other countries have also followed the path to weaponize cyberspace which can only
exacerbate the already deteriorating state of international security. These attempts, even if not used in cyber
operations, can initiate an arms race in cyberspace.

In this situation, the establishment of the OEWG on the security within and in the use of information and
telecommunications technologies for the next five years, based on its founding resolution 75/240 with a clear
mandate and working process, is a promising development. Under the UN auspices, it can hopefully deliver a
truly inclusive, transparent and democratic process when compared to any other similar process. These attributes
and advantages of the OEWG prove the best merit entailed within this process that can unify all the existing or
prospective processes into one, i.e., the OEWG.

We sincerely hope that this process, along with the necessary political will of the entire membership, will lead to
a successful conclusion leaving no one behind. This can only be accomplished by accommodating the views and
concerns of all countries, not just a select set of countries.

Now, ahead of the first substantive session of the new OEWG, we think it is important to take all organizational
decisions, including the establishment of the subgroups, as envisaged in the said resolution. We believe that an
expanded bureau with the possibility of electing two co-chairs, one from developed and one from developing
nations, for each subgroup would maximize proper representation in the OEWG stewardship.
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We believe that the OEWG could contribute to international peace and security through the settlement of the
unresolved issues from the previous OEWG. It should also prepare the requirements for developing further
international legal norms and rules concerning the prevention of the use of ICT and cyberspace for malicious
purposes. The end of such an endeavor should be to develop a legally binding instrument.

I thank You!

Statement by the Delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran
to the UNGA 76 First Committee
Thematic Discussions: UN Disarmament Machinery

In the Name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful

Mr. Chairman,

My delegation associates itself with the NAM statement delivered by Indonesia.

Mr. Chairman,

Iran reaffirms the absolute validity of multilateral diplomacy in the field of disarmament and non-proliferation.

The Conference on Disarmament is the single multilateral disarmament negotiating body with the role and
mandate of which should be strengthened, especially by the resumption of its substantive work.

Noting the entry into force of the TPN'W while also emphasizing the vital importance and continued validity of
the Final Document of the SSOD-I, we strongly support the early commencement of negotiations in the CD on

the comprehensive nuclear weapons convention. From our perspective, the total elimination of nuclear weapons
is the highest priority of the UN’s disarmament machinery.

Regretfully, the current cycle of the UNDC has been subject to the politicized approach of the US by extending
its bilateral agenda concerning specific countries to multilateral diplomacy. Additionally, the frequent and
continuous negative vote of the US and Israel in the First Committee is not only damaging the valued practice of
consensual decision making in this august body but also proves their maligned approach towards disarmament.

Furthermore, the US’ arbitrary compliance reports on Arms Control, Nonproliferation, and Disarmament
Agreements and Commitments are undermining the authority of relevant international instruments and
organizations.

We reiterate our position that the major problem of the UN Disarmament Machinery, in particular the CD, is the
“lack of genuine political will” on the part of certain Nuclear-Weapon-States and their advocates that are
unwilling to agree on a balanced and comprehensive program of work to deal with all of the core issues on an
equal footing.

Last but not least, the international community needs a strict application of the principle of equitable
geographical distribution in the composition of the UNODA. We note with satisfaction a gradual shift in the
inclination of the member states to establish OEWGs rather than GGEs in the field of disarmament and
international security. Iran welcomes the establishment of a UN fellowship program on SALW, and we continue
to support the UN fellowship program on disarmament. It should also be noted that overemphasizing some
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marginal issues in disarmament and international security documents threatens to put the main thrust of those
documents in jeopardy and, as such, this practice must stop.

I thank you!
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Thematic Debate on Nuclear Weapons and Space
(Clusters I and IIT)
Statement by Ireland

Ireland aligns itself with the statements made by the European Union and by South Africa on behalf of the New
Agenda Coalition.

Chair,

Ireland is strongly committed to nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation, as we have been since our first days
at the UN.

We are just months away from the rescheduled Review Conference of the Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty
(NPT). The Treaty remains the cornerstone of the Disarmament and Non Proliferation regime.

Ireland expects tangible progress across all three pillars of the NPT, with a particular focus on the disarmament
pillar, where progress has been unacceptably slow. Article VI of the NPT, as well as past consensus outcomes of
previous review conferences, including the unequivocal undertaking of the Nuclear Weapon States to accomplish
the total elimination of their nuclear arsenals; the practical steps agreed in 2000; and the 2010 Action Plan
provide a framework to achieve a world without nuclear weapons. These obligations and commitments must be
honoured and must be implemented. Our increased understanding of the catastrophic humanitarian consequences
of nuclear weapons also adds further urgency for progress on nuclear disarmament and should be recognised at
the Review Conference. Over five decades after its entry into force, such slow progress in implementing the
Treaty’s nuclear disarmament obligations is untenable. The indefinite possession of nuclear weapons runs counter
to the object and purpose of the NPT and threatens to erode its credibility and effectiveness.

Ireland is proud of its role in the negotiation of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. Its entry into
force in January this year is a landmark moment for nuclear disarmament. The Treaty is an effective legal
measure contributing to the implementation of Article VI of the NPT and reflects the desire of the overwhelming
majority in the General Assembly for urgent action. We look forward to the first Meeting of States Parties in
Vienna in March 2022, where States Parties will set out concrete plans for the full implementation of the Treaty’s
humanitarian centred objectives. The Meeting of States Parties is open to all states to attend as observers.

Ireland reiterates the vital importance of nuclear weapon free zones for international and regional peace and
security. We call on the Nuclear Weapon States to take all measures necessary to bring the protocols to the
nuclear-weapon-free zone treaties into force and withdraw any reservations or interpretative declarations. Ireland
supports the establishment of a Middle East Zone Free of Nuclear Weapons and Other Weapons of Mass
Destruction. This is integral to the package of measures that secured the indefinite extension of the NPT in 1995.
We were encouraged by the adoption of a political declaration at the New York Conference November 2019 by
participating States, which expressed their intent and commitment to pursue the establishment of the zone on the
basis of consensus agreement of all States of the Region. We hope that further progress can be made at the second
session of the conference later this year.

This year marks the 25th anniversary of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT), which is an
integral part of the nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation architecture. Ireland calls individually on each of
the eight remaining Annex 2 States to join the CTBT without delay or condition. Ireland calls on all states to
abide by the moratorium on nuclear weapon test explosions or any other nuclear explosion, and refrain from any
action contrary to the object and purpose of the Treaty. Nonetheless, such measures do not have the same
permanent and legally binding effect to end nuclear weapon testing and all other nuclear explosions, which can
only be achieved with the entry into force of the Treaty.
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Ireland welcomes the extension of the New START Treaty by the United States and Russia and the
commencement of dialogue between these countries on Strategy Stability. We hope that these talks can lead
Russia, the United States and other countries to agree on deeper reductions to their arsenals, leading to their total
elimination. We also welcome the reiteration by the US and Russia that a nuclear war cannot be won and must
never be fought and call on all nuclear weapon States to add their voice to this declaration.

Chair,

Ireland also recognises the contribution of export control regimes to non-proliferation, which play an important
role in maintaining a safer and more secure world. Ireland attaches great importance to the export control
regimes, such as the Zangger Committee, the Nuclear Suppliers Group, and the Missile Technology Control
Regime, as well as to The Hague Code of Conduct. These regimes contribute to the enhancement of international
peace and stability by preventing the diversion of sensitive materials, technology and equipment to illegal end-
users, and to the implementation of treaty obligations on non-proliferation. These export control regimes work
continually to keep up with challenges posed by current, new and emerging technologies.

Ireland commends the unique and indispensable role of the IAEA across the areas of nuclear energy, safety and
security, and in the implementation of the NPT. Ireland strongly supports the universal adherence to the
Additional Protocol, and considers the Comprehensive Safeguards Agreements and the Additional Protocol
constitute the current verification standard under the NPT. In this regard, Ireland calls on states developing their
civilian nuclear programmes to amend or rescind their Small Quantities Protocol and sign and ratify the
Additional Protocol to their Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement with the IAEA as a matter of priority. The
upcoming NPT Review Conference will provide a timely opportunity to reaffirm the importance of universal
adherence to IAEA safeguards, and build momentum to make progress on this issue.

Chair,

Ireland strongly supports the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA). Ireland welcomes the six rounds of
talks, which have taken place in Vienna over the past few months aimed at ensuring the return by the United
States to the JCPOA, and the JCPOA'’s full and effective implementation by all sides. I urge all sides to return
imminently to Vienna and to conclude these talks.

Ireland deeply regrets the accelerated steps away from compliance, which Iran has taken as reported by the
IAEA. These steps include the continued enrichment of uranium, activities related to uranium metal, R&D
activities and increased centrifuges. Ireland is gravely concerned by Iran’s decision to suspend, as of 23 February
2021, the implementation of transparency measures as envisaged in the JCPO A. This is important not only to
facilitate the full implementation of the JCPOA but is essential for the international community ’s confidence in
the exclusively peaceful nature of Iran’s nuclear programme. In addition, Iran must provide full and timely
access to the IAEA inspectors and extend full cooperation to the IAEA in clarifying any outstanding safeguards
questions the Agency may have. I take this opportunity to thank IAEA Director General Grossi and his team for
their extensive efforts in support of the JCPoA.

Ireland continues to be seriously concerned about the ongoing nuclear and ballistic missile-related activities of
the DPRK, which represent a serious threat to international peace and security, in particular the missile launches
in recent months. Ireland urges the DPRK to fully dismantle its nuclear programme in a complete, verifiable, and
irreversible manner and demonstrate good faith by immediately signing and ratifying the CTBT as well as
returning to compliance with its obligations under the NPT and cooperating fully with the IAEA.

Chair,

Ireland is strongly committed to the prevention of an arms race in outer space and to the preservation of a safe,
secure and sustainable space environment and the peaceful use of outer space on an equitable and mutually
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acceptable basis for all. Ireland stresses the importance of conducting space activities in accordance with
international law, including the UN Charter. Ireland contributed to the UNSG report on “Reducing space threats
through responsible behaviours”. Without excluding the development of legally binding agreements, Ireland
believes that voluntary measures constitute a pragmatic way forward at the moment, starting with norms, rules
and principles of responsible behaviours, through an inclusive process.

Chair,

The pandemic has illustrated how interconnected our world is, and how risks can quickly become reality with
devastating consequences. Ireland is wholeheartedly committed to multilateralism to solve these global
challenges. With particular regard to nuclear weapons, we will continue our efforts to achieve their complete
elimination, to ensure that the world will never have to endure their devastating humanitarian consequences
again.

Thank you.
Thematic Debate
Other Weapons of Mass Destruction (Cluster II)
Statement by Ireland
Chair,

Ireland aligns itself with the statement by the European Union and would like to add the following remarks in a
national capacity.

Ireland remains staunchly resolute that weapons of mass destruction (WMD) have no place in our world. The
presence of these weapons compromises international peace and security and the risk that non-state actors may
acquire WMD adds a further dangerous dimension.

We regard the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the Biological and Toxin Weapons
Convention, the Chemical Weapons Convention, and the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, as key
instruments in the international community’s efforts to achieve a world free of all WMD. We call on those
remaining States who have not yet joined these instruments to accede to them without any further delay.

Chair,

The very essence of the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) is a promise to consign chemical weapons to
history. As we approach 25 years since its entry into force, Ireland, including as an elected member of the
Security Council, will continue to do everything within our power to help deliver on that promise. We must all
remain united and firm in upholding the international prohibition against chemical weapons, making it clear that
the use of these weapons by anyone, anywhere, at any time is abhorrent and unacceptable.

It is vital that individuals responsible for any use of chemical weapons are held accountable. The international
community must redouble efforts to prevent impunity and Ireland underlines the critical role of the Organisation
for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) in this regard. Its diligence, professionalism and impartiality
while addressing the use of chemical weapons offer a vital first step towards accountability and an end to
impunity. Ireland calls on all States to uphold the integrity of the CWC and cooperate fully with the OPCW.
Ireland is also a member of the International Partnership against the Impunity for the Use of Chemical Weapons,
which is designed to supplement the international mechanisms to combat the proliferation of Chemical Weapons.

Despite the CWC’s numerous successes, there is little doubt that the global norm against chemical weapon use is
being challenged. In particular, we remain deeply concerned by Syria’s lack of progress in addressing the serious
and growing list of issues under its initial declaration. Its cooperation with the OPCW and its investigative
missions remain sporadic and limited. Such persistent non-compliance with its obligations is unacceptable and
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demanded an appropriate response. The decision adopted by the Twenty-Fifth Conference of the States Parties to
the Convention, suspending certain rights and privileges of the Syrian Arab Republic, was both proportionate and
necessary. Regrettably, the pattern of visa delays and denials used to hold up the OPCW’s work on the ground
persists. Such obstruction is in stark contrast with the approach of the Technical Secretariat, who have actively
sought to assist Syria, with flexibility and professionalism, to resolve outstanding issues. It is only through
Syria’s real and meaningful cooperation with the OPCW that we can resolve the outstanding issues, and gain
assurances that, in line with its obligations under the CWC and Resolution 2118, its entire stocks of chemical
weapons are declared and verifiably destroyed.

Chair,

Ireland would like to reiterate once more our deep concern in relation to the confirmed use of a Novichok nerve
agent against the Russian citizen Mr Alexei Navalny. The confirmation by multiple independent laboratories that
a nerve agent from the ‘novichok’ group was used to poison Mr Navalny is deeply worrying. The Russian
Federation should respond to international calls to immediately investigate this matter in an open and transparent
manner. To ensure that those responsible can be held to account, we strongly encourage reengagement with the
OPCW to facilitate an OPCW Technical Assistance Visit. Ireland supports the European Union’s restrictive
measures against a number of Russian individuals for inducing and providing support in the poisoning of Mr
Navalny, and other uses of chemical weapons.

Chair,

Ireland is a committed State Party to the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC) since it opened for
signature in 1972. The BTWC was the first multilaterally negotiated Treaty to prohibit a full category of WMD
and is a key element in the international community’s efforts to address WMD proliferation. The pandemic’s
spread in early 2020 and the global shutdown which ensued have shown us in the starkest terms how quickly
biosecurity and biosafety threats may emerge. The pandemic has confirmed the complex and interconnected
nature of the issues we must be prepared to deal with in this area, and the importance and benefits of a
multilateral and coordinated approach. Advances in biological sciences and biotechnology today are occurring at
an accelerated pace. Many of these scientific advances bring added benefits to society and assist us in our
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals. We need look no further than the development of Covid-19
vaccines, achieved in record time, in order to realise the speed of advancement. This same speed, however, could
jeopardise effective regulation and policy oversight, and underscores the necessity of establishing a science and
technology review mechanism within the Convention. The pace of scientific developments and in particular, the
dual-use nature of biological agents and toxins, requires us to ensure that the associated are monitored and
controlled carefully.

Ireland emphasises its strong support for the UN Secretary-General’s Mechanism for Investigation of Alleged
Use of Chemical and Biological or Toxin Weapons (UNSGM). The Mechanism is key component of the
disarmament and non-proliferation architecture — one which is based on the mandate given to the Secretary-
General by the UN General Assembly and endorsed by the Security Council. The Mechanism is effective,
efficient, and has been proven to work with integrity, independence, and impartiality.

Chair,

Any threat or use of weapons of mass destruction is abhorrent and can never be tolerated. Ireland continues to
fully support the comprehensive implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1540, including through our
active engagement in the deliberation of the 1540 Committee as members of the UN Security Council. Resolution
1540 remains a central pillar of the international non-proliferation architecture, and a key tool in the fight against
non-state actors seeking to acquire and use WMD. We encourage States to abide by their obligations and
responsibilities under this Resolution. This year, much of our focus of the Committee’s work is on the
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Comprehensive Review of Resolution 1540, which provides an opportunity for the international community to
reinforce its collective resolve to advance the objectives of the resolution. We strongly encourage all states to
actively engage in the Comprehensive Review.

The Irish Defence Forces has a long-standing and successful partnership with the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) in providing Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear (CBRN) training to its
humanitarian staff. This training is designed to enable humanitarian personnel to continue to perform their
humanitarian tasks in a contaminated environment, including areas contaminated by use of WMD. In doing so,
Ireland is equipping these frontline workers with the practical skills they will need to continue delivering vital
services in the most extreme situations. Although this training was interrupted in 2020 and 2021 due to the
pandemic, planning has commenced to host the next course in June 2022.

Chair,

Effective export controls and multilateral cooperation are crucial to stopping the proliferation of technologies
which can foster the development of WMDs and other devastating weapons. Ireland emphasises that the intention
of Export Control regimes is not to impede either technological development or trade, but to limit the risk of
these activities contributing to the proliferation of WMDs. Ireland strongly supports key export control regimes,
including the Wassenaar Arrangement, the Australia Group, and the Missile Technology Control Regime. We
recognise the contribution of these regimes towards ensuring a safer and more secure world.

It is further vital for non-proliferation discussions to take account of emerging developments and future
technologies. We must ensure that our ability to regulate emerging developments is not outpaced by technology.
Ireland is further concerned by the potentially destabilising effects of hypersonic missiles and believes that it is
vital for non-proliferation discussions to take account of such developments.

Ireland is a longstanding subscribing state of the Hague Code of Conduct which has many complementarities
with the MTCR. The HCoC has delivered concrete results as the only multilateral transparency and confidence -
building instrument in this arena. We welcome recent adherents to the Code and call on all non-subscribing states
to adhere to it without further delay.

Chair,

Ireland remains committed to the important goal of achieving a Middle East Zone free of Nuclear Weapons and
Other Weapons of Mass Destruction, based on arrangements freely arrived at by states of the region. We
continue to call for the full implementation of the 1995 resolution and the agreement reached at the 2010 NPT
Review Conference on the Zone. Progress on this key issue can bring vital momentum to our broader
disarmament work. We were encouraged by the adoption of a political declaration at the New York Conference
in November of 2019 by participating States, which expressed their intent and commitment to pursue this issue.
We are keen for work on this issue to continue, with the involvement of all stakeholders from the region.

Chair,

Ireland is seriously concerned about the acceleration of missile programmes in certain countries and the
technological advances made by them. The development, tests or use of ballistic missiles is clearly a destabilising
factor in various regions of the world. The cases of the DPRK and Iran are of particular concern.

The recent reported long-range cruise, ballistic missile and hypersonic missile tests conducted by DPRK, in
violation of UN resolutions, are the latest in a series of destabilising activities undertaken by North Korea this
year. We call on the DPRK to immediately end its destabilising actions, and to take concrete steps in dismantling
its missile-, WMD- and nuclear programmes in a complete, verifiable and irreversible manner.
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Iran’s continued development and testing of ballistic missiles, including activities aimed at increasing the range
and precision of its missiles and increasing the number of tests and operational launches, are a matter of serious
concern. These activities are an inherent risk to regional security. These activities are incompatible with UNSC
Resolution 2231 which places clear restrictions on Iran’s ballistic missile activities, including on activity related
to ballistic missiles designed to be capable of delivering nuclear weapons launches using such ballistic missile
technology; and further calls on Iran not to transfer any missile or missile component or missile technology to
non-States actors.

Thematic Debate
Conventional Weapons (Cluster IV)
Statement by Ireland

Ireland aligns itself with the statement by the European Union and would like to add the following remarks in a
national capacity.

While we are slowly returning to in-person meetings, the world continues its fight against COVID-19. The
pandemic has delayed or curtailed much of our work across a number of issues. However, we have also found
innovative solutions to facilitate progress in some areas. In this context, Ireland thanks the United Nations Office
for Disarmament Affairs, the secretariats and implementation support units of the conventional weapons treaties
and conventions for continuing their dedication during this pandemic.

Chair,

The grim truth is that, while COVID has brought many aspects of our lives to a stop, conflicts around the world
have persisted. Conventional weapons continue to be used daily in armed conflict and perpetuate violence across
the world, causing deaths, injuries and significant socio-economic harm. As such, they require our constant
attention, intense scrutiny, and regulation through comprehensive legal frameworks to ensure compliance with
international law, including international humanitarian law.

Modern conflict is more urbanised than ever, and civilians continue to suffer its effects. This reality can have
devastating implications for individuals and their communities in the short, medium and long term. The
interrelationship between disarmament, peace, security and sustainable development is irrefutable, and Ireland
continues to advocate for a holistic approach in our work in the Security Council. Ireland welcomes that this
interrelationship forms a central theme in the U.N. Secretary General’s Agenda for Disarmament and we are
proud to be championing three of its actions.

In line with the UNSG’s agenda, Ireland is leading a diplomatic process to elaborate a political declaration to
address the issue of Explosive Weapons in Populated Areas. Ireland shares the international community’s concern
at the impacts the use of explosive weapons in populated areas are causing to civilians during active hostilities.

Year after year, the UN Secretary General reports that over 90 per cent of those killed and injured by the use of
explosive weapons in populated areas were civilians, including children.

It is well-documented that the manner in which explosive weapons are being used in populated areas is having
devastating short and long-term effects. The widespread loss of life and the physical and psychological injuries
inflicted on civilians are simply unacceptable.

The devastating impacts also extend to critical infrastructure, such as roads, hospitals and sanitation facilities.
This infrastructure is vital to meet immediate humanitarian needs and for post-conflict development. This
destruction often acts as a catalyst for the displacement of people within and across borders, putting displaced
persons and refugees at greater risk of exploitation and abuse.
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It is for these reasons that Ireland is leading consultations in Geneva on a Political Declaration to address the
humanitarian consequences arising from the use of explosive weapons in populated areas. While face-to-face
work on the declaration has been interrupted, good progress has been made and we are determined to finalise a
Declaration that will result in positive and lasting behavioural change as soon as possible. We appreciate the
sustained priority attached to this issue by the UN Secretary General and the President of the ICRC, and are
encouraged by the level of cross-regional support shown throughout the consultations to date.

Chair,

The continued illicit proliferation of small arms and light weapons is an issue of deep concern. These illicit flows
of arms and ammunition are destabilising, heightening tensions, prolonging conflicts, fuelling organised crime,
and facilitating human rights violations, including gender-based violence. The eradication of illicit flows of small
arms and light weapons is a prerequisite of sustainable peace and conflict prevention, and an express target o f the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Ireland is a strong supporter of the UN Programme of Action on
Small Arms and Light Weapons and its International Tracing Instrument. We welcome the outcomes from this
year’s Biennial Meetings of States to the PoA. We urge states to support the establishment of a new Open Ended
Working Group on new technologies and look forward to continuing our work on updating the Technical Annex.

The Arms Trade Treaty is the cornerstone of efforts to tackle illicit proliferation, providing states with the basis
for an effective and responsible export control system. We welcome steps by the ATT and its working groups to
improve reporting and aid transparency. We welcome the decision of the Sixth Conference of State Parties to
undertaking mapping of synergies with complementary instruments so that we may better and more efficiently
coordinate across related initiatives. We are pleased to note that there are now 110 State Parties to the ATT as we
continue efforts towards its universalisation.

Chair,

The upcoming Review Conference of the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons presents High
Contracting Parties and other stakeholders with a vital opportunity to examine the status and operation of the
Convention and its Protocols. We have a collective duty to ensure that, as means and methods of warfare evolve,
the CCW remains fit for purpose and capable of responding in an effective way. Universalisation of the
Convention and its protocols must be a key focus at this Review Conference.

The issue of Mines Other Than Anti-Personnel Mines (MOTAPM) is one of humanitarian urgency. We remain
concerned by the evidence of the humanitarian impact arising from the use of these weapons While the use of
MOTAPM is regulated by the customary rules of International Humanitarian Law, Amended Protocol II remains
the only source of specific regulation on the use of MOTAPM. Ireland remains committed to an ambitious
outcome on MOTAPM at the Review Conference.

In relation to the issue of IEDs within the framework of APII, I would like to thank Colombia and France for
their work as coordinators, and Japan as President of the Annual Conference on APII. IEDs continue to cause
devastating humanitarian harm. It is imperative that the CCW Review Conference recognize these impacts and
reiterate the need for coordinated action to combat the threat they pose. We hope that the IED questionnaire and
the updated IED political declaration will be adopted as concrete outcomes on this issue.

With regard to Protocol 111, Ireland remains concerned at the reported use of incendiary weapons in armed
conflict, in particular the reported use of air-delivered incendiary weapons against targets located within
concentrations of civilians. We reiterate the need for all parties to conflict to strictly comply with Protocol III.
The continued applicability and relevance of Protocol III is an issue which we feel should be considered in
greater depth at this year’s Review Conference with a view to reaching agreement to continue discussions on the
Protocol’s universalisation and implementation at the next Meeting of High Contracting Parties.
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The CCW’s Protocol V is also an invaluable instrument. Ireland believes that work on the implementation of the
protocol must be intensified, particularly with regard to the recording of the use of explosive ordnance during
active hostilities. Greater adherence to the protocol is particularly relevant today, when a large number of
conflicts involve heavy and prolonged use of explosive ordnance in urban settings; putting civilians at significant
risk both during and long after conflict.

Chair,

We are conscious of the potential risks posed by emerging weapon technologies, such as Lethal Autonomous
Weapons Systems (LAWS). For Ireland, autonomous weapons systems pose complex legal, military,
technological and ethical challenges. We firmly believe that for such systems to comply with IHL, context-
specific and value-based judgment by human beings is required, and so the retention of human control is critical.
Systems that do not incorporate such human control must not be developed, deployed or used as they are
incompatible with IHL. Furthermore, there can be no accountability gap in the design, development, deployment,
and use of AWS. Ireland is closely engaged within the current Group of Governmental Experts on AWS and is
committed to achieving an ambitious outcome. We wish to thank our Belgian colleagues for their efforts and
assure them of our full co-operation as they finalise the GGE’s recommendations on the clarification,
consideration and development of the normative and operational framework on Autonomous Weapons.

Chair,

The cooperation and assistance programmes for humanitarian demining supported by Ireland are directly linked
to our commitments under the Anti-Personnel Landmine Convention (APLC), the Convention on Cluster
Munitions (CCM), as well as Protocol V of the CCW on Explosive Remnants of War. Ireland has a long history of
supporting humanitarian mine action programmes, designed to clear contaminated land and to advance long-term
economic development. We are currently in a three-year programme where we are committing €5.5 million
annually to humanitarian de-mining. We look forward to the Meeting of States Parties of the APLC next month
in The Hague and making further progress on the full implementation of the Oslo Action Plan.

Recent reports of the use of cluster munitions have underscored the devastating impacts of these weapons.
Cluster Munitions are by design indiscriminate, and their use is unacceptable. We condemn all reported incidence
of Cluster Munitions use and we call on all states to join the CCM as a matter of urgency.

To this end we welcome the adoption of the Lausanne Action Plan by the Second Review Conference of the CCM
earlier this this year. Its incorporation of gender and diversity mainstreaming, survivor engagement, and victim’s
assistance throughout is a testament to the success of the convention. The new plan is ambitious, sets clear goals
and introduces new initiatives such as country coalitions, which will strengthen the work of the convention and
the established norm against the use of cluster munitions.

To conclude, Ireland would also like to express our sincere thanks for the crucial role played by UN agencies, the
International Committee of the Red Cross and by civil society particularly in this most challenging of years. They
have contributed immensely to our progress on these old and new challenges in conventional arms, which
continue to have the most direct and immediate impacts on people’s lives.
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Thematic Debate
Other Disarmament Measures and International Security (Cluster V)
Statement by Ireland

Ireland aligns itself with the statement by the European Union and would like to add the following remarks in a
national capacity.

The COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated our growing dependency on ICTs, and it has further highlighted the
need to build cyber resilience. Ireland has strongly criticised the reprehensible cyber-attacks against medical and
health care facilities and other critical infrastructure during the pandemic. In this regard, we note our own
experience with the ransomware attack against the ICT systems of our health service in May which caused
extensive disruption to the lives of our citizens during an already difficult time. These and other malicious cyber
activities endanger lives, erode trust, destabilise societies, and can escalate the risk of conflict. This crisis has
again highlighted the need for states to work together to make our shared cyberspace safer and more secure, and
in our view, the UN is the preeminent forum to tackle this global challenge, which impacts on all pillars of its
agenda.

At the UN, Ireland has contributed to the extensive discussions that have taken place at the Open-ended Working
Group on developments in the field of information and telecommunications in the context of international
security (OEWG), welcoming the consensus report adopted in April 2021 Ireland looks forward to the continued
discussions on cyber at the OEWG and to further promoting international cooperation in the field of security and
the use of ICTs, reiterating the importance and applicability of international law in maintaining peace and
stability. Ireland will also continue to support efforts to promote the implementation of rules, norms and
principles of responsible state behaviour, to build resilience, and to tackle the global digital divide, including
through capacity-building and the sharing of best practices.

Ireland supports the further elaboration of a UN Programme of Action to establish a permanent, inclusive, action-
oriented forum for discussions on cyber aimed at advancing cooperation against malicious uses of ICT in order to
promote a global, open, free and secure Cyberspace, where human rights and fundamental freedoms apply.

Thank you.

Thematic Debate
Disarmament Machinery (Cluster VII)
Written Statement by Ireland

Ireland fully aligns with the statement made by the European Union and makes the following remarks in a
national capacity.

Chair,

Ireland remains steadfastly committed to addressing the challenges posed by the current security environment.
We reiterate the need for an effective UN disarmament machinery, which facilitates our ability to make progress
on our shared objectives.

The links between disarmament, peace, and international security have been made many times throughout this
Committee. We must recognise that the failure to implement existing disarmament commitments will lead to a
further deterioration in the global security environment.

The First Committee is an important component of the disarmament machinery and helps to set the agenda for
future progress on key issues. We welcome the improvements in the working methods of the Committee,
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including the necessary adaptations to the constraints imposed by the pandemic, but remain concerned that the
proceedings can often be marked by significant divergences and by procedural matters that can restrict the time
available to address substantive issues.

Chair,

Ireland attaches great importance to the diversity of voices in disarmament fora. The full, equal, and meaningful
participation of women and men across all parts of the disarmament machinery must become the norm. We know
that a diversity of voices results in more efficient and effective policies. We are encouraged that a high proportion
of UN disarmament appointments are held by women, and we welcome the UN Secretary General’s commitment
to gender parity at all levels of the organisation.

It has now been over 20 years since the adoption of Security Council Resolution 1325. It is time for a genuinely
equal contribution, by women and men, to the goal of global peace and security. Disarmament has a key role to
play with respect to the fulfilment of the Women, Peace, and Security Agenda. Integrating disarmament
considerations, particularly small arms and light weapons, into the WPS agenda must be a top priority, as should
the integration of the WPS agenda into our initiatives and actions to combat diversion and weapons proliferation.

Ireland is among the most active champions of the WPS agenda and gender issues in disarmament, non -
proliferation, and arms control. Ireland’s Third National Action Plan on UN Security Council Resolution 1325
reflects this commitment and includes actions related to both conventional and weapons of mass destruction.

For Ireland, gender equality is a cross-cutting horizontal priority and we will continue to integrate gender
perspectives and gender sensitive approaches across all spheres of our disarmament policies. As part of this
approach, we believe in outreach and information sharing on Gender issues. We are pleased to have been able to
speak on numerous panels examining gender and disarmament in areas including nuclear, SALW, cluster
munitions, and biological weapons over the last years

This is also the first full NPT Review Cycle to integrate gender perspectives throughout, and Ireland will
continue to champion the diversity of voices across all three pillars of the NPT. Ireland will likewise continue to
highlight the disproportionate impact of ionising radiation on women and girls, as recognised in the TPNW.

We are proud to co-chair the International Gender Champions Disarmament Impact Group, or DIG, in Geneva.
Through our work in the DIG, we have taken practical steps toward realising gender equality and the inclusion of
gender perspectives in the disarmament machinery this year. In March of this year, the DIG published the revised
edition of the Gender and Disarmament Resource Pack. Even more recently, in June, we were pleased to publish
the most recent factsheet on gender equality in the biological weapons regime, which highlighted how
underrepresentation in this area can reinforce existing biases and excludes the perspectives and knowledge of
large segments of the population. As such, it is an issue that impacts us all, and we must work collectively to
address the issue to ensure diverse participation and the full, meaningful, and equal participation of women and
men. We thank the many Member States and other stakeholders who have contributed to the work of the Group to
date and welcome all efforts to prioritise gender issues in disarmament.

Chair,

Through the negotiation of the CWC and the CTBT, the Conference on Disarmament (CD) demonstrated its
ability to negotiate multilateral disarmament instruments. It must do so again. It is unacceptable that the CD has
failed to make progress on any substantive work or even agree a programme of work for over twenty years. Such
stagnation undermines the credibility of the body, and is not sustainable. It is incumbent on us to uphold and
strengthen the international disarmament machinery in the interests of global peace and security, and the CD
should be at the centre of this work.
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Effective cooperation and engagement on disarmament issues is particularly important in an environment of
tension and distrust: we cannot continue to neglect our collective responsibilities. While not perfect,
multilateralism still offers the only real hope for cooperative, constructive engagement and for maintaining peace
and security. We know that a focus only on narrow self-interest is not a sustainable approach: it takes courage and
leadership to look beyond our national short-term interest, and this is what is required to reinvigorate the work
and effectiveness of the CD.

The work of the UN Disarmament Commission (UNDC) must also resume urgently. Ireland strongly supports the
important role of the Disarmament Commission as a deliberative body of the UN General Assembly on
disarmament matters. We were deeply disappointed that the UNDC was again unable to hold formal substantive
deliberations this year. We must redouble our efforts to ensure that it too is returns to its important work.

Chair,

Ireland fully supports UN Secretary General Guterres’ Agenda for Disarmament, which aims to return
multilateral disarmament and non-proliferation to its central role in building international peace and security, as
well as situating disarmament in broader global discussions including sustainable development. The Agenda
presents us with a unique opportunity to break the stalemate and to facilitate the achievement of the sustainable
development goals. Ireland is committed to championing the actions therein, including action 1 on facilitatin g
dialogue on nuclear disarmament, action 14 on explosive weapons in populated areas and action 21 on impact of
arms on conflict management. We also welcome the Secretary General’s focus on the risks of nuclear weapons,
cyberwarfare and autonomous weapons in his recently-published ‘Our Common Agenda’, and on the peaceful,
secure and sustainable use of outer space.

Ireland continues to highlight the importance of, and advocate for, broad engagement and participation of civil
society across disarmament fora. We firmly believe that civil society groups are vital partners in the disarmament
machinery. Their knowledge and expertise is essential in ensuring the disarmament machinery remains connected
to emerging issues. We have seen the instrumental part that civil society campaigns have played in disarmament
efforts in recent years, and Ireland believes that this participation should be further supported. Inclusiveness must
be at the fore of our approach to the disarmament machinery. In those issues which are central to the First
Committee’s mandate, NGOs and civil society play an important role within the framework of Treaties and
Conventions, tracking the implementation of State’s disarmament commitments, and bringing pressure to bear on
States through lobbying and the raising of public awareness. They also provide crucial services, from victim
assistance to capacity building. We must ensure that, even in these challenging times as we continue to battle with
the consequences of the pandemic, civil society engagement is prioritised and supported and that the disarmament
machinery is sincerely inclusive.

In ensuring inclusiveness in the disarmament machinery, Ireland also strongly encourages a proactive approach to
promote the participation of youth in these fora. Future generations will inherit the consequences of our action
and our inaction on disarmament, non-proliferation and arms control issues. Their voices must be heard. Youth
movements can be engaged to provide views from affected communities and under-represented populations, and
they can bring fresh and creative ideas to well-established institutions. At Ireland’s recent Security Council
Presidency event in September, which we held to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Comprehensive Nuclear-
Test-Ban Treaty, we were pleased to invite a member of the CTBTO Youth to share her perspectives and ideas on
how to engage and mentor youth. Inspirational young people in the field of disarmament, such as the CTBTO
Youth Group, provide invaluable reminders to policy-makers and leaders of the responsibility we owe to this
generation, and the next.
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Chair,

It is a matter of course that sustainable funding is critical to a properly functioning disarmament machinery. We
stress the need for all States to pay their assessed contributions in full and on time. Ireland recognises the
invaluable contribution of UNIDIR to our work, via its research on disarmament and international security over
the past four decades. Ireland is pleased to support UNIDIR’s important work through unearmarked core funding,
and we reiterate the need to provide a more stable and sustainable financial basis for the organisation. It also has
a vital technical competence and provided essential input to our work at the subsidiary bodies at the CD. The
long-term financial sustainability of the institute is therefore in all our interests.

Chair,

In conclusion, we must remain cognisant and sincere in our conviction that disarmament is a key driver of peace
and security around the world. We have a responsibility to our people, and to our planet, to make progress in this
area. The disarmament machinery and its various instruments cannot function properly without UN Member
States’ willingness to compromise and engage constructively. A fully functioning disarmament machinery will
bring us closer to achieving a peaceful and more secure future.

Thank you.
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Statement by JAPAN
At the First Committee of the 76th Session of the General Assembly

- Thematic Debate: Nuclear Weapons -

It has already been 76 years since the atomic bombings on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Ever since that day, it has
been Japan’s mission to achieve a world without nuclear weapons.

We still find ourselves struggling to achieve that goal today. We must make sure that the horrors of the Hiroshima
and Nagasaki bombings are never repeated. That can only be guaranteed by the total elimination of nuclear
weapons.

With the NPT Review Conference less than 2 months away, it is imperative that the international community
regains its momentum and determination for the total elimination of nuclear weapons. It should refocus on
upholding and strengthening the NPT as the cornerstone of such global efforts.

First and foremost, we cannot afford to repeat the experience of the last Review Conference in 2015 and we will
make our utmost efforts to make sure this does not happen.

Under the leadership of Prime Minister KISHIDA Fumio, hailing from Hiroshima, Japan has reaffirmed its
determination and will continue to make its utmost efforts to bridge differences among nations on how to advance
nuclear disarmament, and pursue a common ground upon which all states can work together to achieve a
meaningful outcome at the upcoming NPT Review Conference.

To this end, Japan has submitted the draft resolution entitled “Joint courses of action and future oriented dialogue
towards a world without nuclear weapons” to this committee. I ask all Member States to lend their support to this
draft resolution. Compared to last year, this year’s draft resolution has been largely improved and should provide
a sound common basis to work with at the upcoming Review Conference.

In particular, it recognizes the reaffirmation of the importance of implementing past commitments of the NPT
Review Conferences, and support for the establishment of a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons and other
weapons of mass destruction.

With regard to concrete measures, Japan encourages all states, especially nuclear armed states to implement the
following six courses of action.

The first is transparency. Efforts to increase transparency and accountability, through the enhancement of the
reporting mechanism, the submission of NPT national implementation reports and discussion of these reports,
helps build confidence and trust, and establishes common ground that can facilitate nuclear disarmament. States
parties, in particular, nuclear-weapon states, should provide frequent and detailed reporting on their disarmament
efforts, and use all available opportunities to further explain and share information regarding topics covered in
their respective reports.

In this connection, Japan welcomes the five-year extension by the United States of America and the Russian
Federation of the New START Treaty. We do stress the importance of concrete actions for more transparency
between and among nuclear-weapon States, and strongly hope that this progress will lead to the development of a
broader framework of arms control, which involves other countries beyond the U.S. and Russia and covers a
wider range of weapon systems.

Second is nuclear risk reduction. Concrete actions should be taken to reduce the risks of nuclear weapon use inter
alia by miscalculation or by misunderstanding. Japan encourages all nuclear-weapon states and states possessing
nuclear weapons to take actions to reduce the risks of nuclear weapon use and to make further efforts to this end
including transparency and dialogue, hotlines, or information and data exchanges.
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Third and fourth, we reaffirm the importance of all efforts towards FMCT negotiations, including substantive
discussions at the CD, and the entry into force of the CTBT. Japan encourages all nuclear-weapon states and
states possessing nuclear weapons to declare or maintain a voluntary moratorium on the production of fissile
materials for the use in nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices until an FMCT takes effect. Signing
and ratifying the CTBT, continued support for the Preparatory Commission of the CTBTO are also examples of
actions that can be jointly undertaken by all Member States. Japan encourages all states to declare or maintain
existing moratorium on nuclear-weapon test explosions or any other nuclear explosions.

Fourth is nuclear disarmament verification. Japan underscores the indispensable role of effective and credible
nuclear disarmament verification, and has made substantive contributions to the work of the Group of
Governmental Experts on Nuclear Disarmament Verification and the International Partnership for Nuclear
Disarmament Verification.

Fifth is disarmament and non-proliferation education. Japan encourages all Member States to facilitate efforts on
nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation education, efforts with which future generations can actively engage,
including through dialogue platforms, mentoring, internships, fellowships, scholarships, model events and youth
group activities, as well as to raise awareness of the realities of the use of nuclear weapons, including through,
among others, visits by leaders, youth and others to and interactions with communities and people, including the
hibakusha who pass on their experiences to the future generations.

In addition to these actions, Japan cannot but highlight its deep concern about North Korea’s continued
development of nuclear and missile capabilities, including developments highlighted by the IAEA Director
General’s Report in August and the recent missile launches. Japan reaffirms its strong commitment to the goal of
achieving CVID of all of North Korea’s nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction, ballistic
missiles of all ranges as well as related programmes and facilities in accordance with relevant UN Security
Council Resolutions. Japan calls on North Korea to take concrete steps. We also call on all Member States to
fully implement relevant UNSCRs.

There are two final points that we would like to make. The first is that while tensions can flare, as we go into the
NPT Review Conference, we need civility. We need to have civil discussions as we engage in negotiations. Then
Foreign Minister Kishida established the Group of Eminent Persons for Substantive Advancement of Nuclear
Disarmament in 2017 which released an outcome document, called Chair’s Report in 2019, which pointed out the
importance of restoring civility in discourse as one of the principles for positive engagement to bridge
disarmament divide. We need this now and at the upcoming Review Conference more than ever. At the same
time, we cannot but stress the importance of leaders and the youth visiting Hiroshima and Nagasaki. While our
discourse should be civil, it should not solely be pragmatic or defending our entrenched national positions.
Whatever positions we may take, we believe that our common goal of the total eliminations of nuclear weapons
must be grounded in humanity and a conviction to do so, this is no better ensured than going to, seeing and
feeling Ground Zero and learning the utter devastation cast upon the people and cities of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. With the next NPT Review Conference just around the corner, I end my remarks by calling on all states
to join forces in our endeavor by demonstrating both civility and also a humane conviction towards the total
elimination of nuclear weapons in the upcoming discourse to enable all of us to bring about substantive
advancement of nuclear disarmament.
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STATEMENT BY JAPAN
AT THE FIRST COMMITTEE OF THE 76th SESSION OF THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY
- THEMATIC DEBATE: OTHER WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION -

Japan remains fully committed to multilateral efforts related to arms control, disarmament, and non-proliferation
of weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery in order to achieve global and regional peace and
stability. The use of such weapons must not be permitted under any circumstances and thus Japan reiterates the
importance of reinforcing the Chemical Weapons Convention, the Biological Weapons Convention, and other
relevant regimes.

The international community has made significant progress in preventing the re-emergence and proliferation of
chemical weapons under the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC). However, the repeated use of chemical
weapons has become a serious and urgent issue in recent years. The international community must be united in
condemning the use of these weapons and perpetrators should be identified and held accountable.

In this regard, Japan welcomes reports issued by the Fact Finding Mission (FFM) and the Identification and
Investigation Team (IIT). Their investigative work is essential for establishing facts surrounding allegations of
the use of chemical weapons in the Syrian Arab Republic and identify the perpetrators. Japan commends their
professional, impartial and independent work and continues to assist related activities of the Technical Secretariat
of the OPCW in the country. In addition, Japan welcomes the adoption of the decision related to the first report of
the IIT during the 94th session of the Executive Council, and the decision during the 25th session of the
Conference of State Parties, both of which require Syria to fulfil its responsibility. We will continue to

collaborate with other States Parties to the CWC to deal with the use of chemical weapons and deter its further
use.

The increased threat posed by non-State actors, including by terrorists, is of particular concern and we must
prevent chemical weapons and toxic chemicals from falling into their hands. In order to address this challenge,
we should work to strengthen the OPCW to maximize its efficiency and encourage the States Parties to
implement their national measures. Japan commends ongoing efforts by the Technical Secretariat for this
purpose, even during the Covid-19 pandemic, and will also provide assistance to countries in need and actively
take part in discussions to promote the national implementation of the CWC.

Japan commits itself to the destruction of its abandoned chemical weapons (ACW) as an obligation under the
CWC and has invested enormous financial resources, amounting to approximately 2.6 billion Euros to cover all
the related costs associated with its national operation. Although the destruction project entails various challenges
and uncertainties, Japan has been making consistent progress with successful destruction of approximately
59,000 ACW items out of the 90,000 recovered. Despite the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, the project
continued on a partial basis with the constructive bilateral cooperation and coordination with China.

It is imperative to recognize that the Covid-19 pandemic reiterates the relevance of the Biological Weapons
Convention (BWC). The pandemic demonstrates the potential of biological weapons to cause detrimental impact
on a global scale, and hence may inspire interests in creating biological weapons. In order to reinforce the
international prohibition against biological weapons, States Parties should cooperatively and constructively
discuss the possible measures to strengthen the BWC towards the intersessional programme and work toward
producing concrete outcomes at the 9th Review Conference next year. Japan contributes to strengthening the
BWC, particularly the science and technology review process, the improvement of confidence building measures,
the mechanism and procedures for providing support to states endangered by treaty violations and other incidents.
To contribute to achieving such outcomes, Japan serves as chair one of the meetings to facilitate the convergence
of views in the field of science and technology review process.
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In order to demonstrate commitment to international cooperation and assistance and to reinforce the BWC
regime, Japan has undertaken a number of initiatives in partnership with the United Nations Office for
Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) and the BWC Implementation Support Unit (ISU). In the past a few years, Japan
organized capacity-building workshops, bringing together various Asian countries to enhance preparedness for
and response to the use of biological weapons, as well as thematic seminars in Geneva to promote dialogue on
this topic. Additionally, despite the ongoing global pandemic, an online training course to promote national
implementation of the BWC was successfully held last year, inviting BWC national contact points across Asia.
Japan will continue to organize more international cooperation projects of this kind and hopes that many States
Parties to the BWC will participate in and take advantage of our initiatives.

The United Nations Secretary-General’s Mechanism for investigating the alleged use of biological and chemical
weapons (UNSGM) is also an important and independent pillar to verify and prevent their use and proliferation.
It is also the only available tool to investigate in the case of biological attacks and thus Japan supports the
concept of preserving and strengthening the UNSGM.

Japan also underlines the importance of implementing UN Security Council Resolution 1540, which provides the
international community with a basis for tackling the threat of WMD proliferation to non-State actors. Japan
contributed approximately 1 million US dollars to the UNODA to promote its implementation, and part of the
contribution was utilized for the translation of the Online Training Course on UNSCR 1540. Japan will continue
to support the implementation of the Resolution, beyond the next comprehensive review to be adopted in 2022.

To conclude, Japan recognizes the importance of strengthening the relevant international treaties and regimes in
order to realize our goal of a world free of weapons of mass destruction such as chemical and biological weapons.
In this regard, we emphasize the need for effort and cooperation between stakeholders to strive towards a
common understanding and take effective actions.

STATEMENT BY JAPAN
AT THE MEETING OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE 76th SESSION
OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY
- THEMATIC DEBATE: OUTER SPACE -

While our society is increasingly relying on space systems, the outer space environment has been changing
rapidly with an influx of new actors and the diversification of activities. As a result, risks against sustainable and
stable use of outer space are more serious today than ever before, as outer space is becoming increasingly
congested, contested and competitive.

In this regard, Japan supports the idea of preventing an arms race in outer space as our unwavering basic position.
We have participated in substantive discussions on the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space (PAROS) in
the Conference on Disarmament (CD) as well as in the Group of Governmental Experts (GGE) of the United
Nations.

The dual-use nature of space objects brings complexity to defining a weapon in outer space and makes it
challenging to interpret and verify intentions behind certain outer space activities. In other words, it is difficult to
distinguish civil activities and military activities, as well as acts committed out of benevolence or malice.

The international community is required to come up with ideas and approaches that enable us to overcome these
challenges. Japan underscores the need to characterize responsible behavior, which would be a practical step to
further develop and implement norms, rules and principles in outer space, and could prove relatively durable in
the face of changing circumstances. Therefore, Japan supports the establishment of an open-ended working group
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on reducing space threats through norms, rules and principles of responsible behaviors and stands ready to make
proactive contributions to the discussion to uphold space as safe, secure, stable and sustainable environment.

Japan also underlines the importance of transparency and confidence-building measures (TCBMs) as pragmatic
and near-term measures to increase trust and prevent misperception and miscalculations in space activities, which
currently involve a wide range of actors and stakeholders. We believe that it is imperative to reaffirm the
significance of TCBMs. The international community should reach a common understanding on ways to reduce
threats to space systems in order to maintain outer space as a peaceful, safe, stable, and sustainable environment,
free from an arms race. As a means to pave the way in this direction, Japan will promote the TCBMs contained in
the recommendations of the 2013 Group of Governmental Experts (GGE) Report, which are effective in terms of
the goal of PAROS. Japan also believes that the UN Disarmament Commission (UNDC) could contribute to this
endeavor. Further discussions on TCBMs and on how we can reduce threats to space systems will help States
deepen mutual understanding, and allow them to have a more profound understanding both on threats and risks to
space activities and on what could be acceptable parameters for responsible space activities.

In conclusion, Japan would like to reiterate its strong commitment to ensuring the security, safety, stability and
sustainability of outer space activities.

STATEMENT OF JAPAN
AT THE FIRST COMMITTEE
OF THE 76th SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
- THEMATIC DEBATE: CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS —

Mr. Chair,

A number of violent events that took place around the globe in the past year have reiterated the pressing
importance of the control and disarmament of conventional weapons. The world has witnessed many lives
deprived of, populations displaced, and families torn apart due to various types of tragedies caused by illicit
arms, remaining mines, improvised explosive devices (IEDs), and irresponsible transfers of weapons to
unauthorized recipients. With the need for “Disarmament that Saves Lives” becoming more imminent than ever,
Japan believes it imperative for all Member States to stand united to address the challenges we all face.

Japan recognizes the important role that the CCW plays to that end, and supports the ongoing discussions towards
the Sixth Review Conference, scheduled to take place in December. In particular, Japan, as President-designate of
the 23rd Conference of the High Contracting Parties to Amended Protocol II of the CCW, wishes to highlight that
APII continues to play its essential role in reducing human suffering and preventing civilian losses caused by
landmines, booby traps, and other devices including IEDs. In this respect, Japan will take the lead to update the
IEDs Declaration at APII, and looks forward to working towards the revision with other High Contracting Parties.

Another subject of significance within the CCW framework is the emerging technologies in the area of Lethal
Autonomous Weapons Systems (LAWS). While appreciating the progress made by the Group of Governmental
Experts (GGE) so far, Japan believes it appropriate for the High Contracting Parties to extend the mandate of the
Group and continue its discussions about LAWS, building on the past work and the outcomes of the Group,
including the 11 Guiding Principles. We look forward to further advancement of international discourse and
consolidation of potential solutions that uphold International Humanitarian Law and other relevant international
instruments.

Japan will continue its active contribution to the exploration towards international rulemaking effort within the
CCW framework.
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The Second Review Conference of States Parties to the Convention on Cluster Munitions, which had been
postponed due to COVID-19 pandemic, was finally concluded in September this year. Japan welcomes the
“Lausanne Declaration”, adopted at the Conference, and renews its commitments in order to realize “a world free
of the casualties, suffering and socio-economic impacts caused by cluster munitions”.

Mines and other explosives continue to cause casualties around the world. Landmines threaten or deprive the
lives, livelihoods and dignity of local populations and hinder the realization of human security. In 2020 alone,
Japan provided assistance for projects in 21 countries and regions, amounting to approximately 39 million US
dollars, in collaboration with the United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS), other international
organizations, and NGOs. Japan will continue to play an active role on mine action.

Mr. Chair,

This year marks the 20th anniversary of the adoption of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and
Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All its Aspects. While the PoA was indispensable
to the progress made in the last two decades, the issues related to illicit transfer of SALW remain serious
challenges that the international community must tackle urgently. In this regard, Japan welcomes the constructive
discussions and successful outcomes of the Seventh Biennial Meeting (BMS7) of the PoA in July. To maintain
and build on that momentum, Japan again joins Colombia and South Africa in proposing to this Committee the
resolution on “The Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects.” We call on Members States
to uphold the spirit of the PoA and support this important resolution.

It is indeed out of that sense of urgency that Japan supported the activities of Amnesty Month of the African
Union’s Silencing the Guns Initiative, through capacity building and weapon collections in four countries in
Africa. With the same aspiration, we also contributed 2 million US dollars to the Saving Lives Entity, or
SALIENT, launched here in New York two years ago, to support fellow States in advancing their conventional
arms control. Given the urgent nature of the SALW issue, we hope to see concrete activities and results of
SALIENT on the ground as soon as possible.

The need for better SALW control was also highlighted at the Seventh Conference of States Parties (CSP7) of the
Arms Trade Treaty (ATT), where measures to prevent diversion through better management of arms transfer were
actively discussed. As the Vice-President of the Eighth Conference of States Parties (CSP8) and a long-time
member of the Voluntary Trust Fund Selection Committee of the Treaty, Japan will surely continue to play an
active role in promoting treaty implementation, universalization and transparency in arms trade.

Mr. Chair,

Ensuring human security and materializing a safer world require effective and constructive work across the
international community in multiple areas and existing frameworks of conventional arms control and
disarmament. Please be assured that Japan remains committed to continuing its contribution and stands ready to
work with other Member States, international organizations and civil society to move things forward.

STATEMENT BY JAPAN
AT THE FIRST COMMITTEE OF THE 76th SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
- THEMATIC DEBATE: OTHER DISARMAMENT MEASURES AND INTERNATIONAL SECURITY -

Firstly, the security environment surrounding Japan is becoming more severe, with more uncertainty facing the
existing order than Japan has enjoyed up until now. Cyberspace has become a realm of competition that reflects
geopolitical tensions, regardless of the situation. The state of cyberspace can no longer be simply distinguished
between peacetime and wartime, as there are increasing numbers of alleged cases of cyberattacks by military
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units with advanced cyber capabilities targeting the critical infrastructure of other countries. As greater segments
of society become increasingly digitalized, cyberattacks pose a risk of rapidly developing into an increasingly
grave situation. Influence operations carried out using cyberspace and cyberattacks, which are difficult to
attribute and whose incurred damages are hard to assess, can, at times, be conducted in combination with military
operations and used in an attempt to change the status quo without engaging in armed attacks. The nature of
cyberspace is asymmetrical and there is an overwhelming advantage for the attackers. In order to ensure security
in cyberspace, it is essential to strengthen our capabilities to deter and respond to cyberattacks seamlessly
between peacetime and contingency situations.

In order to deter malicious cyber activities and protect people’s safety and rights, Japan will continue to have
close coordination with its ally and like-minded countries on a continuous basis, and will take resolute responses
against cyber threats, including those possibly sponsored by states, utilizing political, economic, technological,
legal, diplomatic, and all other viable and effective means and capabilities.

To ensure “a free, fair and secure cyberspace” on a global scale, Japan will promote its basic principles in the
international arena. Japan will also continue to play an active role to advance the rule of law in cyberspace and
establish international rules in line with Japan’s basic principles and in collaboration with its ally and like-minded
countries. In addition to employing capabilities to disrupt an opponent’s use of cyberspace for an attack against
Japan, Japan will take due steps including the use of diplomatic means and criminal prosecution. As an example
of diplomatic means, in July 2021, Japan issued a statement that firmly condemned cyberattacks conducted by a
cyberattack group which the Chinese government is very likely behind, condemned cyberattacks involved a
cyberattack group which the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) was very likely behind, and indicated that
Japan will take strict measures against these activities.

Japan welcomes the sixth GGE report and the OEWG report, both adopted by consensus.

The greatest value of the OEWG report was that it was adopted by consensus in a process where all UN Members
participated fully. The UN Members affirmed the acquis directly, including that international law, particularly the
UN Charter in its entirety, is applicable in cyberspace.

The GGE report has additional value. For each of the 11 norms included in the 2015 GGE report, the new report
provides guidance and examples of implementation. Japan hopes that this content will further promote
cooperation between States in advancing responsible State behaviour. In addition, it is clearer now that
internationally wrongful acts attributable to a State entail State responsibility. The applicability of international
humanitarian law is expressed in a clear manner. The Group noted again the inherent right of States to take
measures recognized in the Charter.

Especially, for the stabilization of cyberspace, it is essential that international law and norms work together to
prevent internationally wrongful acts using ICTs and to promote responsible State behavior in cyberspace.

Japan is committed to safeguarding a free, fair and secure cyberspace and will continue to actively contribute to
discussions and efforts to promote rule of law in cyberspace, including at the United Nations.

Second, just as education always gives us power to take steps forward, disarmament and non-proliferation
education plays a fundamental role in fostering understanding on nuclear weapons and their humanitarian
consequences.

Even though we are currently facing the severe and unstable international security environment, the importance
of raising awareness of the realities of the use of nuclear weapons is not diminished. On the contrary, education
has been assuming more importance under the current circumstances, with the divergence of views among states
becoming even greater. In this context, Japan strongly believes in the power of education to break the current
stalemate and help us move forward in nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation.
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Against this backdrop, Japan has actively engaged in various efforts to pass on the experiences of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki to future generations, putting particular importance on the engagement of younger generations. For
instance, Japan has contributed to the United Nations Disarmament Fellowship Programme since 1983, by
inviting young diplomats to Japan and providing them with opportunities to gain insight into the realities of the
consequences of atomic bombings. In addition, Japan supports civil society’s efforts through designation of
“Special Communicators” and “Youth Communicators for a World without Nuclear Weapons,” which have
facilitated civil society involvement in nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation with more than 750 designated
delegates to date.

Furthermore, as Japan’s draft resolution on nuclear disarmament to the First Committee this year demonstrates,
Japan encourages all States to facilitate efforts on nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation education, and to
raise awareness of the realities of the use of nuclear weapons. In addition, Japan welcomes the report of the
Secretary- General on disarmament and non-proliferation education.

Japan firmly believes in the power of disarmament and non-proliferation education and the potential for future
generations to achieve our common goal, the realization of “a world without nuclear weapons.” Japan has been
and will continue to take the lead on this issue and encourages all Member States to join our efforts.

STATEMENT BY JAPAN
AT THE FIRST COMMITTEE OF THE 76th SESSION OF THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY
- THEMATIC DEBATE: DISARMAMENT MACHINERY -

Japan strongly recognizes the important role of the UN disarmament machinery, namely, the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) First Committee, the Conference on Disarmament (CD), and the UN Disarmament
Commission (UNDC), which were all established in 1978 by the First Special Session of the General Assembly
devoted to disarmament (SSOD-1).

The CD is the only multilateral negotiating forum on disarmament, which brings together key stakeholders,
including all nuclear-weapon possessing countries. As members of such an essential body, it is our shared
responsibility to achieve tangible results. However, the CD has been in a stalemate for more than two decades.
The CD was not able to agree on a programme of work (POW) during this year’s session.

The CD should be a venue where the Member States are willing to understand divergent views and to
compromise while seeking a common ground. Building upon previous negotiations, we need to prioritize
substantive discussions on agenda items according to their degree of maturity. From this perspective, Japan
reiterates the importance of the immediate commencement of negotiations on a Fissile Material Cut- Off Treaty
(FMCT).

Additionally, we consider that the following could be highlighted as the potential topics for further discussions:
(1) Transparency, (2) Nuclear Risk Reduction, (3) CTBT, (4) Nuclear Disarmament Verification, and (5) Nuclear
Disarmament and Non- Proliferation Education. Japan is convinced that advancing substantive discussions on
these specific issues will help increase the positive momentum in the CD and is crucial for the adoption of a
POW at next year’s session.

In order to make substantive progress, robust cooperation and coordination among CD presidents is
indispensable. We expect China, the first President of the CD in 2022, to take proactive, collective and concrete
steps by holding informal consultations with all relevant stakeholders and further strengthening P6 coordination.
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Japan is determined to promote and contribute to such endeavors so that the CD will be able to move forward to
fulfill its own mandate.

Japan stands ready to cooperate with the UN and its Member States to make strides towards strengthening the
work of the existing disarmament machinery. In this context, Japan hopes fruitful discussions will be made in the
2022 session of the UNDC.
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Statement
Submitted by the Lao People’s Democratic Republic
on behalf of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
The Thematic Discussion on Cluster 2: Other Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD)
of the First Committee during the 76th Session
of the United Nations General Assembly

1. This written statement is submitted on behalf of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).

2. ASEAN reiterates its support to the UN Secretary-General’s Agenda for Disarmament launched in 2018,
specifically “ensuring respect for norms against chemical and biological weapons concerns the interests of all
humanity”. All weapons of mass destruction, if detonated intentionally or by accident, can result in severe
casualty and cause massive loss of life, damage to property, significant harm to numerous species and
biodiversity. ASEAN therefore, strongly condemns in the strongest possible terms the use of such weapons by
any party under any circumstances in anywhere as this constitutes a serious violation of international law, and
urges the international community to fully and effectively implement all treaties concerning weapons of mass
destruction, as well as Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004).

3. As parties to the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC), all ASEAN Member States recognize that the
BWC constitutes a critical component of the international legal framework related to WMD. Therefore, ASEAN
continues to reiterate its calls for the resumption of multilateral negotiations to conclude a non-discriminatory
legally binding Protocol, dealing with all Articles of the Convention, in a balanced and comprehensive manner to
sustainably strengthen the Convention, including through verification measures. In addition, ASEAN reaffirms its
support to the efforts of the international community to prevent terrorists and other non-state actors from
acquiring weapons of mass destruction and their means of distribution by enhancing dialogue and cooperation.

4.  ASEAN recognizes that the 1997 Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) remains one of the most
successful instruments of disarmament that completely prohibits an entire category of WMD, providing for a
verification system and promoting the use of chemicals for peaceful purposes in accordance with the international
law. All ASEAN Member States are also parties to CWC, and strictly abide by our international obligations under
the convention. In this regard, ASEAN invites those States that have yet signed or ratified the Convention to do
s0 as soon as possible.

5. We strongly believe that the international community should increase its efforts to strengthen international
cooperation in order to eliminate chemical weapons and enhance international support to help all victims
suffering from the chemical weapons. In this connection, ASEAN commends the OPCW for its unwavering
efforts to support the implementation of the provisions of the CWC and welcomes the progress in eliminating
chemical weapons stockpiles under the CWC.

6. Recognizing the threats and dangers of the existence and use of chemical, biological and radiological
weapons, ASEAN continues to call for universal adherence to applicable international legal instruments
prohibiting these weapons.

7.  On regional cooperation, ASEAN remains committed to improving regional capacity to address chemical,
biological and radiological threats. The ASEAN chemical, biological and radiological (CBR) defense experts
have continued to meet under the Network of ASEAN CBR Defense Experts since its established in 2018 to build
network as well as sharing information and best practices through visits, workshops and virtual table-top exercise
in order to strengthen regional preparedness and cooperation against chemical, biological and radiological
threats.
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8. Practical cooperation in the ASEAN defence sector continues to make good progress since its inception in
2006. This year, the ASEAN Defence Ministers adopted and signed the Bandar Seri Begawan Declaration in
Commemoration of the 15th Anniversary of the ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting (ADMM) Towards A Future-
Ready, Peaceful and Prosperous ASEAN, and reaffirmed the ADMM’s commitment as the highest defence
consultative and cooperative mechanism in ASEAN to continue to implement the ADMM Three-Year Work
Programme 2020-2022 to outline the future direction of ASEAN defence cooperation and advance the cause of
peace and stability in the region. In addition, the 15th ADMM approved the propose conduct of the Ad Hoc
ADMM-Plus Conference on Chemical, Biological and Radiological Threats to develop a deeper understanding of
the risk posed by CBR agents in terrorist acts in the region through the sharing of information and best practices,
enhance cooperation and preparedness against CBR threats, and establish closer networks between regional and
international CBR experts.

9. Furthermore, ASEAN defence sector has reaffirmed its commitment and contribution to ASEAN’s collective
response to the COVID-19 pandemic through the ASEAN Centre of Military Medicine (ACMM) and the Network
of ASEAN CBR Defence Experts in the form of dialogue, sharing of best practices and lesson learned and
exploring new forms of collaboration including cross-pillar and cross-sectoral cooperation.

10. In addition, the Regional Secretariat of the EU CBRN Center of Excellence in Southeast Asia has been
working to enhance the capacity of the ASEAN Member States in mitigating CBRN -related risks by ensuring
cooperation and coordination in South-East Asia and supporting efforts to identify CBRN risk mitigation needs,
develop National CBRN Action Plans and formulate and implement regional project proposals. As part of the
ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), the Workshop on Raising Awareness and Promoting Cooperation on CBRN Risk
Mitigation was held in Manila in 2018 for policy professionals, practitioners, security forces, and health experts.
Building upon this work, the 28th ARF has also agreed to carry out the ARF Table Top Exercise (TTX) on
Response Capabilities to CBRN Incidents and Training on Developing Exercises to Counter CBRN Terrorism,
which has been postponed this year due to the pandemic, in the inter-sessional 2021-2022.

11. ASEAN reaffirms its support for the work of the OPCW and the BWC’s Implementation Support Unit and
stress the importance of enhanced international support for States Parties in need of assistance to build national
capacity for the implementation of treaties related to weapons of mass destruction in accordance with national
and international law and the UN Charter.
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STATEMENT SUBMITTED BY MALAYSIA
ON BEHALF OF THE
ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS (ASEAN)
THE THEMATIC DISCUSSION ON CLUSTER 3:
OUTER SPACE (DISARMAMENT ASPECTS)

1. This written statement is submitted on behalf of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).

2. ASEAN recognizes access to outer space as an inalienable right of all States. We believe that the exploration
and use of outer space should exclusively be for peaceful purposes only, which are in the collective interest of
humanity. All activities in outer space must be conducted in accordance with international law and the principle
of non-appropriation of outer space.

3. The current global geopolitics and security environment require concerted efforts by all parties to maintain
outer space as a domain of peace and security. Realizing the emerging threats to the rules-based international
order, ASEAN reaffirms the importance of preventing an arms race in outer space and its weaponization.

4. In this regard, we urge all Member States to respect and ensure the strict compliance with the existing legal
regime concerning the use of outer space and the full implementation of the relevant UN General Assembly
Resolutions, including Resolution 75/35.

5. ASEAN acknowledged the Group of Governmental Experts (GGE), established pursuant to General Assembly
Resolution 72/250, in which its membership comprised of an ASEAN Member State, Malaysia. While we note
that substantive progress was made through the discussions in 2018 and 2019, ASEAN regrets that the GGE
failed to agree on a consensus final report. ASEAN believes that the substantive discussions in the GGE could
serve as a good basis for further negotiations towards adopting an international legally binding instrument on
preventing of an arms race in outer space and on preventing the placement of weapons in outer space.

6. ASEAN recognizes significant progress made by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
(COPUOS) and the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA) in promoting international
cooperation on the peaceful uses of outer space. In this regard, ASEAN remains committed to collaborating with
Member States of the COPUOS. ASEAN welcomes the endorsement by COPUOS of the “Space2030” Agenda, a
forward-looking and comprehensive document for reaffirming and strengthening the contribution of space
activities and space tools to the achievement of sustainable development. ASEAN supports the adoption of the
“Space2030” Agenda by the General Assembly and will work closely with other States in its implementation.
ASEAN also calls for continued action in mitigating the effects of space debris through relevant multilateral fora.

7. As it is incumbent upon all States to ensure that the use and exploration of outer space are exclusively for
peaceful purposes, the General Assembly must play a vital role in fostering continued dialogue on current issues
and challenges in this field. In this regard, ASEAN emphasizes the urgent need for the Conference on
Disarmament (CD) to commence its substantive work including through the establishment of an ad hoc
committee under the agenda item “Prevention of an arms race in outer space”. ASEAN stands ready to engage
constructively in addressing the threats to and from space systems, towards ensuring peaceful uses of space.

8. ASEAN recognizes that the CD has the primary role in negotiating a multilateral agreement or agreements, as
appropriate, on the prevention of an arms race in outer space in all its aspects, without further delay. We believe
that the immediate commencement of such work by the CD will contribute to the sustaining of momentum that
has been built on this issue thus far.
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Mr. Chairman,

9. ASEAN underscores that space science and technology and their applications, such as satellite
communications, earth observation system and satellite navigation technologies, provide indispensable tools for
viable long-term solutions for sustainable development of all countries. This in turn will improve people’s lives
as well as contribute to the realization of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

10. The international community has benefited immensely from enhancements in the telecommunications and
financial sectors which have been made possible by space-based technology. Moving forward, activities in outer
space should not remain the exclusive preserve of a small group of States. ASEAN encourages the strengthening
of capacity-building programmes, with particular emphasis on developing countries, to ensure that outer space is,
both in principle and in practice, a truly global commons which all States can avail themselves to.

11. Confidence-building measures play a critical role in preventing an arms race in outer space, and this is
recognized by the international community through General Assembly Resolution 75/69. On this note, ASEAN
will continue to support initiative of this nature, through appropriate platforms such as the ASEAN Regional
Forum (ARF) Space Security Workshop. We look forward to future workshop that will provide opportunities to
explore critical issues, including on space security threats and hazards, transparency and confidence-building
measures and areas for international cooperation.

12. Undoubtedly, with increased access to outer space, comes greater responsibilities on the entire UN
membership. ASEAN therefore calls on all UN Member States to refrain from actions that are contrary to the
objective of the peaceful use of outer space and of the prevention of an arms race in outer space, as well as to the
relevant existing treaties. ASEAN stands ready to contribute actively to the maintenance of international peace
and security and promoting international cooperation.

164/246 21-18117



A/C.1/76/INF/5

STATEMENT BY MALAYSIA
THEMATIC CLUSTER ON NUCLEAR WEAPONS
FIRST COMMITTEE OF THE 76TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1. Malaysia aligns itself with the written statements submitted by Indonesia on behalf of the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) and by Vietnam on behalf of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),
respectively.

2. The existence of nuclear weapons today constitutes one of the greatest existential threats to humanity.

3. It is therefore imperative and has become more critical than ever, that we act on nuclear disarmament. The only
and absolute guarantee against the existential threat to humanity posed by nuclear weapons is their total
elimination.

4. The Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) remains until today the cornerstone of global nuclear disarmament and
non-proliferation regime. Malaysia hopes that States Parties will reaffirm their obligations and past commitments
towards the Treaty at the upcoming 10th NPT Review Conference, and progress effectively towards their
implementation.

5. Malaysia hails the entry into force of the TPNW as the much needed momentum in rejuvenating the process
towards general and complete nuclear disarmament. The Treaty further strengthens the global norms that nuclear
weapons are unacceptable given its catastrophic humanitarian and environmental consequences. Malaysia looks
forward to continue its constructive engagement in the lead up to the First Meeting of States Parties of the TPNW
in March 2022.

6. The expeditious entry into force of the CTBT is long overdue. In this regard, Malaysia urges the Annex 2
States to sign and ratify the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) to allow for the Treaty’s entry into
force as soon as possible.

7. Malaysia firmly believes that nuclear-weapon-free zones (NWFZs) are essential in enhancing global and
regional peace and security. These instruments strengthen the nuclear non-proliferation regime and promote the
necessary conditions for regional development and stability.

8. As a founding member of ASEAN and a State Party to the Southeast Asian Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone
(SEANWEFZ) Treaty, Malaysia is committed to safeguarding Southeast Asia as a zone free of nuclear weapons
and all other weapons of mass destruction. This objective is enshrined in the ASEAN Charter and the Treaty on
the Southeast Asia Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ Treaty).

9. Although the SEANWFZ Treaty has been in force for over two decades, its Protocol has yet to be signed by
any of the Nuclear Weapon States. Malaysia underscores the urgent need to resolve outstanding matters
pertaining to the signing and ratifying of the SEANWFZ Protocol at the earliest, in line with the ASEAN
Political-Security Community Blueprint 2025.

10. To this end and as a way forward, ASEAN Member States should begin open and constructive dialogues with
the Nuclear-Weapon-States to bridge their concerns and reservations, as annually agreed by the ASEAN Foreign
Ministers.

11. Malaysia believes that the establishment of the Middle East Weapons-of-Mass-Destruction-Free Zone
(MEWMDFZ) will enhance global and regional peace and strengthen WMD non-proliferation among all
countries of the region.
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12. On this note, Malaysia welcomes the convening of the Conference on the Establishment of a Middle East
Zone Free of Nuclear Weapons and other Weapons of Mass Destruction in November 2019 and hopes for more
progress to be made during the Second Session of the Conference.

13. Malaysia is pleased to present to the First Committee its traditional resolution entitled “Follow-Up to the
Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice on the Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons ™.

14. With regard to the Korean Peninsula, Malaysia stresses on the importance of continued peaceful dialogue
amongst all concerned parties in order to realise lasting peace and stability of a denuclearised Korean Peninsula.

15. On the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), Malaysia hopes for the success of diplomacy resulting
in a return of concerned parties to the agreement and its subsequent full implementation.

16. Malaysia recognizes the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) safeguards as the fundamental pillar of
the nuclear non-proliferation regime and its indispensable role in the implementation of the NPT. Malaysia also
believes that the role and contribution of the IAEA are equally important in facilitating the use of nuclear energy
in a safe, secure and peaceful manner.

17. With the growing number of issues and complexities due to continued threats posed by nuclear weapons, it is
critical that Member States exhaust all possible efforts to make the necessary progress to preserve the
international peace and security, as the status quo is not an option

STATEMENT BY MALAYSIA
THEMATIC CLUSTER ON
OTHER WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION
FIRST COMMITTEE OF THE 76TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1. Malaysia aligns itself with the statements submitted by Indonesia on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM) and by the Lao People’s Democratic Republic on behalf of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), respectively.

2. Malaysia’s commitment to the global disarmament architecture and non-proliferation of all weapons of mass
destruction is total and unwavering. Malaysia, therefore, reaffirms that mutually agreed international rules as well
as complete and inclusive principles of disarmament of all weapons of mass destruction are essential to ensure
peace, security, and sustainable development.

3. The Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) is the only comprehensive multilateral instrument banning an
entire category of weapons of mass destruction, providing for a verification system and promoting the use of
chemicals for peaceful purposes. Malaysia is committed to the full, effective and non-discriminatory
implementation of the CWC.

4. Malaysia appreciates the important role and continuous work of the OPCW to achieve the objectives and
purposes of the CWC, particularly in ensuring full implementation of its provisions. To date, 98.8 % of the
world’s declared chemical weapons stockpiles have been verifiably destroyed. Malaysia will continue to work
closely with the OPCW and other States Parties in ensuring the fulfilment of obligations under the CWC.

5. Despite this remarkable progress, Malaysia regrets the recent re-emergence of the use of chemical weapons
which is abhorrent and a flagrant violation of international law, especially the CWC. Malaysia condemns in the
strongest possible term the use of chemical weapons by anyone, anywhere, under any circumstances. Those
responsible for the deployment of such weapons must be identified and held accountable.
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6. Malaysia fully supports and commends efforts by the international community to press for universal adherence
to the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BWC) and promote its universalization, as well as the
sustained determination of the international community in complying with provisions under the Convention. To
this end, Malaysia believes that effective verification measures should be put in place to strengthen the BWC.

7. On that note, Malaysia is committed to its adherence and implementation of the obligations under the BWC.
We stand ready to facilitate and participate in the exchange of equipment, materials and scientific and
technological information for the use of bacteriological (biological) agents and toxins for peaceful purposes, as
stipulated under Article X of the Convention.

8. Realizing the grave consequences of the weapons of mass destruction (WMD), Malaysia calls for all Member
States to adhere to the related multilateral instruments with a view to achieving effective progress towards the
prohibition and elimination of all WMDs including chemical and biological weapons.

9. As a State Party to the SEANWFZ Treaty, Malaysia will make every effort to ensure that the Southeast Asian
region remains a zone free of nuclear weapons and all of other WMDs. In this connection, Malaysia will continue
to support efforts in promoting peace and stability in the region, in accordance with international law and
principles of the UN Charter.

STATEMENT BY MALAYSIA
THEMATIC CLUSTER ON OUTER SPACE
(DISARMAMENT ASPECTS)
FIRST COMMITTEE OF THE 76TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1. Malaysia aligns itself with the statements submitted on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and on
behalf of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).

2. Malaysia recognizes access to outer space as an inalienable right of all States. We believe that the exploration
and use of outer space should exclusively be for peaceful purposes only, which are in the collective interest of
humanity. All activities in outer space must be conducted in accordance with international law and the principle
of non-appropriation of outer space.

3. The current global geopolitics and security environment require concerted efforts by all parties to maintain
outer space as a domain of peace and security. Realizing the emerging threats to the rules-based international
order, Malaysia reaffirms the importance of preventing an arms race in outer space and its weaponization.

4. Malaysia acknowledged the Group of Governmental Experts (GGE), which was established pursuant to
General Assembly Resolution 72/250, in which it served as one of the members. Malaysia believes that the
substantive discussions in the GGE could serve as a good basis for further negotiations towards adopting an
international legally binding instrument on preventing of an arms race in outer space and on preventing the
placement of weapons in outer space.

5. Malaysia recognizes significant progress made by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
(COPUOS) and the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA) in promoting international
cooperation on the peaceful uses of outer space.

6. Malaysia remains committed to ratifying and acceding to international treaties governing the use of outer space
that uphold the legal principles adopted by the UN General Assembly in its resolution 1962 (XVIII) of 1963. In
this regard, Malaysia adopted its National Space Policy 2030 in 2017 and launched the Malaysia Space
Exploration 2030 Programme (Malaysia Space-X 2030). We look forward to cooperating and collaborating with
the other Member States as we put our national outer space regulation framework in place.
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7. As it is incumbent upon all States to ensure that the use and exploration of outer space are exclusively for
peaceful purposes, the General Assembly must play a vital role in fostering continued dialogue on current issues
and challenges in this field.

8. Malaysia emphasizes the urgent need for the Conference on Disarmament (CD) to commence its substantive
work including through the establishment of an ad hoc committee under the agenda item “Prevention of an arms
race in outer space”. Malaysia stands ready to engage constructively in addressing the threats to and from space
systems, towards ensuring peaceful uses of space.

9. Malaysia recognizes that the CD has the primary role in negotiating a multilateral agreement or agreements, as
appropriate, on the prevention of an arms race in outer space in all its aspects, without further delay. We believe
that the immediate commencement of such work by the CD will contribute to the sustaining of momentum that
has been built on this issue thus far.

10. Malaysia underscores that space science and technology and their applications, such as satellite
communications, earth observation system and satellite navigation technologies, provide indispensable tools for
viable long-term solutions for sustainable development of all countries. This in turn will improve people’s lives
as well as contribute to the realization of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

11. The international community has benefited immensely from enhancements in the telecommunications and
financial sectors which have been made possible by space-based technology. Moving forward, activities in outer
space should not remain the exclusive preserve of a small group of States.

12. Confidence-building measures play a critical role in preventing an arms race in outer space, and this is
recognized by the international community through General Assembly Resolution 75/69. On this note, Malaysia
will continue to support initiative of this nature, through appropriate platforms such as the ASEAN Regional
Forum (ARF) Space Security Workshop. We look forward to future workshop that will provide opportunities to
explore critical issues, including on space security threats and hazards, transparency and confidence-building
measures and areas for international cooperation.

13. Malaysia looks forward to working closely with all Member States in solidifying international solidarity to
realise the potential of outer space to strengthen the international framework for science, technology and outer
space activities. Malaysia remains committed to strengthening international cooperation on outer space for
safeguarding the peaceful uses of space for future generations.

STATEMENT BY MALAYSIA
THEMATIC CLUSTER ON CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS
FIRST COMMITTEE OF THE 76TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1. Malaysia aligns itself with the statements submitted by Indonesia on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM) and by Cambodia on behalf of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), respectively.

2. Whilst maintaining our efforts to eradicate all weapons of mass destruction, we should not disregard the
devastating consequences caused by conventional weapons. In this regard, Malaysia commends the UN
Secretary-General for placing particular emphasis on this subject in his Agenda for Disarmament. Malaysia joins
members of the international community in calling for further action to reduce the serious humanitarian impacts
caused by conventional weapons, especially on the lives of civilians.

3. As a Signatory State of the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT), Malaysia reiterates its commitment to international
efforts at preventing, combating and eradicating the illicit trade of conventional arms. Malaysia believes that the
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ATT will help to strengthen existing national policies on conventional weapons, bearing in mind the legitimate
right of States to self-defence. Malaysia is committed to working towards the process of ratifying the Treaty.

4. Malaysia has implemented domestic legal provisions, in particular the Strategic Trade Act (STA) 2010,
Customs Act 1967, and Arms Act 1960, to govern the circulation of conventional weapons. Malaysia will
continue to work with States Parties and international organisations to strengthen existing mechanisms as well as
exploring other initiatives in fulfilling Malaysia’s obligations under the Treaty.

5. The widespread misuse of small arms and light weapons (SALW) has resulted in an extensive range of
negative humanitarian and serious threats to international peace and security. In this regard, Malaysia supports
the UN Programme of Action (UN PoA) which aims to prevent the misuse and proliferation of small arms.
Malaysia hopes that the PoA will be fully implemented by States since it serves as a roadmap for the international
community to combat the proliferation and misuse of small arms.

6. Malaysia believes that collective action must be taken through a holistic arms control and disarmament
approach, post-conflict peacebuilding, conflict prevention and socio-economic development. As such, Malaysia
will continue to enhance cooperation and to work closely with members of the international community towards a
strong global solution in dealing with the illicit trade of arms.

STATEMENT BY MALAYSIA
THEMATIC CLUSTER ON OTHER DISARMAMENT MEASURES
AND INTERNATIONAL SECURITY
FIRST COMMITTEE OF THE 76TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1. Malaysia aligns itself with the statements submitted by Indonesia on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM) and by Singapore on behalf of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), respectively.

2. In the current era of globalization, our economies and societies have become more dependent on information
technology and computer network to conduct day-to-day businesses. In addition, the COVID-19 pandemic has
amplified the importance of new technologies, as many aspects of our daily lives moved into virtual format.

3. Digital transformation presents tremendous benefits and opportunities for people everywhere. At the same
time, this growing dependency on digital platforms has increased our exposure to cyber-attacks. The pervasive
and constantly evolving nature of cyber threats requires coordinated expertise from multiple stakeholders across
different domains and across borders, to effectively mitigate threats, build trust, share information, and realise the
benefits of technology.

4. Malaysia recognises cybersecurity as one of its major national security challenges. The incorporation of
cybersecurity as a central strategy into Malaysia’s digital initiatives is vital to support its goal to become a truly
digital nation through the delivery of state-of-the-art cybersecurity solutions.

5. With this in mind, we have launched the Cybersecurity Strategy (MCSS) that outlines five strategic pillars to
be the guiding principles to enhance the national cyber security management from 2020 to 2024. The strategy
covers a wide scope in cyberspace from governance and legislation to R&D, education, and global collaboration.
It signifies our efforts in the realm of cyber security as one of the main priorities in our national security agenda.

6. Realising the risks and importance to protect the Critical National Information Infrastructure, Malaysia has
formulated the National Cyber Security Policy (NCSP) which comprises the network information systems of
critical sectors of the country.
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7. Malaysia also welcomes the initiatives by the Secretary-General in his Agenda for Disarmament on the issue of
cyber security and supports the programmes underscored in improving the capacity building and knowledge
sharing among the Member States to enhance cyber security capabilities and combat cyber-attacks.

8. Malaysia remains committed to working with other countries and all stakeholders towards a peaceful, secure,
and resilient cyberspace that will serve as an enabler of economic progress, enhanced regional connectivity, and
the betterment of living standards for all.

STATEMENT BY MALAYSIA
THEMATIC CLUSTER ON
REGIONAL DISARMAMENT AND SECURITY
FIRST COMMITTEE OF THE 75TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1. Malaysia aligns itself with the statements submitted by Indonesia on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM) and by Brunei Darussalam on behalf of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),
respectively.

2. Malaysia views the nuclear-weapon-free zones (NWFZs) established by the treaties of Tlatelolco, Rarotonga,
Bangkok, Pelindaba, Semipalatinsk and Mongolia’s declaration as vital importance in enhancing global and
regional peace. These instruments strengthen the nuclear non-proliferation regime and contribute towards
realizing the objectives of nuclear disarmament.

3. As a founding member of ASEAN and a State Party to the Southeast Asian Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone
(SEANWFZ) Treaty, Malaysia is committed to safeguarding Southeast Asia as a zone free of nuclear weapons
and all other weapons of mass destruction. This objective is enshrined in the ASEAN Charter and the Treaty on
the Southeast Asia Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ Treaty).

4. Malaysia underscores the importance of realizing the overarching objectives of the SEANWEFZ Treaty and its
Protocol, in accordance with the Kuala Lumpur Declaration 2015, “ASEAN 2025: Forging Ahead Together”,
adopted by the ASEAN Leaders at the 27th ASEAN Summit in 2015. The accession of the Nuclear Weapon States
(NWS) to the SEANWFZ Protocol remains imperative.

5. Although the SEANWFZ Treaty has been in force for over two decades, its Protocol has yet to be signed by
any of the Nuclear Weapon States. Malaysia underscores the urgent need to resolve outstanding matters
pertaining to the signing and ratifying of the SEANWFZ Protocol at the earliest, in line with the ASEAN
Political-Security Community Blueprint 2025.

6. To this end and as a way forward, ASEAN Member States should begin open and constructive dialogues with
the Nuclear-Weapon-States to bridge their concerns and reservations, as annually agreed by the ASEAN Foreign
Ministers.

7. Malaysia believes that the establishment of the Middle East Weapons-of-Mass-Destruction-Free Zone
(MEWMDFZ) will enhance global and regional peace and strengthen WMD non-proliferation among all
countries of the region.

8. Malaysia welcomes the convening of the Conference on the Establishment of a Middle East Zone Free of
Nuclear Weapons and other Weapons of Mass Destruction in November 2019 and hopes for more progress to be
made in this regard.
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9. Malaysia underscores that the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free-zones is an integral part of nuclear
disarmament and the promotion of regional peace and stability. Malaysia is hopeful that the 4th Conference of
Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones and Mongolia to be held in due course will contribute to further strengthening
collaboration and coordination between the Zones.

10. Malaysia fully supports commitments of the Secretary-General in his Disarmament Agenda to increase efforts
in facilitating dialogue between Member States in order to help Member States to return to a common vision and
path of an enhanced regional and global peace.

STATEMENT BY MALAYSIA
THEMATIC CLUSTER ON DISARMAMENT MACHINERY
FIRST COMMITTEE OF THE 76TH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1. Malaysia aligns itself with the statements submitted by Indonesia on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM) and by the Philippines on behalf of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), respectively.

2. Malaysia remains an ardent proponent of multilateralism in the pursuit of general and complete disarmament.
We believe in the need for reinvigorating the UN Disarmament Machinery including the UNGA First Committee,
the Conference on Disarmament (CD) and the UN Disarmament Commission (UNDC). These machineries would
add further impetus to ongoing efforts pertaining to various disarmament and non-proliferation issues.

3. The UNGA First Committee is the realization of the international community’s faith in multilateral approaches
on disarmament and international security matters. It serves as a main platform in addressing challenges, bridging
gaps, and building consensus. It is of utmost importance for all Member States to maintain constructive
engagement to ensure the success of this Committee’s deliberative process.

4. Malaysia reiterates that the CD needs to re-conquer its relevancy as the single multilateral disarmament
negotiating forum of the international community. The stagnation of the disarmament process within the CD
undermines the credibility of the Conference and building on the widespread public dismay towards
disarmament. To realise this, Malaysia will continue to engage constructively in the CD while encouraging other
Member States to exercise flexibility so as to revive the stalled multilateral negotiations

5. Malaysia remains supportive of establishing Groups of Governmental Experts (GGEs) in facilitating the
formulation of substantive work for the CD. In this regard, Malaysia believes that non-CD members could also
provide a significant contribution of work in taking forward this multilateral disarmament forum. Therefore,
Malaysia calls for the membership of the CD to be opened to all UN Member States in promoting inclusivity and
transparency of the CD.

6. Malaysia reaffirms the relevance and importance of the UNDC as the sole specialized and deliberative body
within the multilateral disarmament machinery. Malaysia expresses regret at the inability of the UNDC to hold its
substantive sessions for three consecutive years from 2019 to 2021. We hope that the UNDC will be able to
commence its work next year and make substantive recommendations on its agenda.

7. Malaysia fully supports the work of the United Nations Regional Centres for Peace and Disarmament for its
continued technical assistance to Member States towards the realization of measures of peace, arms regulation
and disarmament in the Asia Pacific region. The Centres play an important role in disarmament by their effort in
providing substantial support and promoting peace, security and stability at various levels. Malaysia looks
forward to participating in programmes hosted by these centres in the future.
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8. Malaysia welcomes the aspiration of the Secretary-General as set out in his Disarmament Agenda to build
stronger partnerships and encourage cooperation to enhance strategic stability and preserving human civilization.
We firmly support the existing disarmament machinery and committed to working with all Member States to
strengthen the current framework of the machinery.
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Statement of the Netherlands
at the
Seventy-Sixth Session of the General Assembly
First Committee
on
Other Disarmament Measures and International Security
New York, 14 October 2021

In light of the rapid developments in the technological field, the Netherlands wants to emphasize the importance
of responsible use of new technologies. New technologies bring opportunities for our field of work, for example
for verification of disarmament and arms control, or for transparency purposes. But new technologies also bring
about more complexity and pose potential challenges for the implementation of broadly agreed upon norms and
rules in armed conflict. Therefore, as an international community, we need to strengthen the international
governance of emerging technologies. The Netherlands supports the development of coordinated diplomatic
responses to address emerging security challenges posed by new technologies and thereby puts emphasis on
safeguarding and strengthening of the existing international frameworks that are essential for international
stability and peace. The application of and compliance with international (humanitarian) law should be the
starting point. In addition, the Netherlands underlines the importance of the existing security frameworks for
technology transfers for peaceful uses.

We continue to witness an increased reliance on information and communications technology, and the global
COVID-19 pandemic has accelerated this trend. When cyber operations are directed against critical parts of our
infrastructure, governments or societies, the harmful effects will be felt immediately and widely, and they may
pose a risk to international peace and security. States must therefore cooperate to protect the rules-based
international order and promote an open, free, secure, stable, accessible and interoperable ICT environment for
the benefit of the social and economic development of our global society.

In that regard, the Netherlands recalls that existing international law, including the UN Charter, is applicable to
cyberspace and is essential to maintaining peace and stability and to promoting a free, open and secure
cyberspace, as has been acknowledged by consensus by this General Assembly. Furthermore, human rights and
fundamental freedoms apply online as they do offline.

The Netherlands welcomes the consensus reports of both the Open-Ended Working Group (OEWG) and the
Group of Governmental Experts (GGE). The two groups had the important task of furthering global
understandings of State uses of ICTs in the context of international security. The respective consensus reports
reaffirm the normative framework for responsible State behavior in cyberspace. Building on this framework, they
succeeded in adding an additional layer of common understandings on threats, norms, rules and principles of
responsible behavior of States, confidence building measures, capacity building, existing international law, and
regular institutional dialogue. For example, both reports promote the protection of critical infrastructure against
malicious use of ICTs, including healthcare infrastructure, political and electoral processes, public institutions,
and the general availability or integrity of the internet. The Netherlands also attaches great value to the reference
contained in the GGE report to international humanitarian law in the context of State uses of ICTs.

Following the successful conclusion of the OEWG and the GGE, we look positively at the developments
regarding the joint resolution put forward by the United States and the Russian Federation, which welcomes the
two reports and calls upon States to be guided by them in their use of ICTs. The Netherlands also welcomes the
commencement of the new Open-ended Working Group and plans to participate actively in its discussions in the
coming years. While States have a primary role in the maintenance of international peace and security, the
Netherlands is convinced that our discussions can benefit from exchanges with and insights from other relevant
stakeholders, including civil society, academia and the private sector.
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The new Open-ended Working Group established pursuant to General Assembly resolution 75/240 provides a
platform to further develop common understandings on the normative framework for responsible State behavior
in cyberspace. In complementarity to the new OEWG process, the Netherlands considers it urgent to advance the
implementation of what has already been agreed. The Netherlands therefore supports, along with 53 other co-
sponsors, the initiative to develop a Programme of Action. The PoA would provide an inclusive, transparent,
regular and action-oriented framework to implement the outcomes of the OEWG and GGEs through international
cooperation and capacity building. In the coming year, we will continue to consult and engage with all interested
States, including through our discussions in the OEWG, on such a mechanism that will allow for concrete
progress to achieve stability in cyberspace.
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NORWAY

Chair,

The world cannot afford to relax its efforts in the fight against weapons of mass destruction. The Chemical
Weapons Convention has been violated repeatedly in the last few years. The pandemic highlights the importance
of strong defences against biological threats.

As mentioned in the General debate, Norway is appalled by the recurrent use of chemical weapons. We condemn
in the strongest possible terms any use of chemical weapons anywhere, under any circumstances. We continue to
urge the Russian Federation to conduct a thorough investigation of the circumstances surrounding the poisoning

of Mr. Alexei Navalny in August last year, share the findings of the investigation with states parties to the CWC

and bring those responsible to justice.

Norway remains steadfast in its support of the decision made at the resumed conference of the states parties to
the CWC in April this year, suspending certain rights and privileges of the Syrian Arab Republic. The OPCW and
the UN have together attributed eight cases of use of chemical weapons to Syrian authorities and two cases to the
so-called Islamic State. All of these cases occurred after Syria’s accession to the CWC in 2013. Eight years after
its accession, 20 cases from Syria’s initial declaration still remain outstanding. This is not acceptable.

There exists no Western plot to undermine Russia’s and Syria’s sovereign interests. No illegitimate decisions

have been made at the OPCW, and the OPCW has not been usurped. There exist documented violations of the
chemical weapons convention and there exists a cross-regional group of countries willing to use the available
instruments of the convention to address those violations. Norway belongs to this group.

Chair,

At the ninth review conference of the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention, states parties should take bold
action to strengthen the convention. Norway is pleased to note that there seems to be broad agreement on the
need for a science and technology review mechanism. We look forward to further discussions about the exact
form and function of such a mechanism.

The BWC has well-known institutional deficiencies. In the absence of a fully-fledged implementing organisation,
we encourage states parties to use their financial contributions to the BWC to strengthen the implementation
support unit whenever possible. Article X of the convention is essential to ensure that states parties enjoy the
widest possible access to scientific and technical knowledge for peaceful purposes. Norway recently announced a
contribution to the implementation support unit to strengthen the Article X cooperation over the next three years.

Chair,

The UN Secretary General’s Mechanism for the investigation of alleged use of chemical, biological or toxin
weapons was used satisfactorily in 2013. Norway is of the view that the independence of the mechanism must be
preserved. The secretary-general has ample opportunity to update the guidelines for the mechanism, should he see
the need. Norway therefore sees no need for member states to initiate such an update procedure.

Thank you.
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STATEMENT
Prepared by
The Permanent Mission of the Republic of the Philippines
to the United Nations in New York
On behalf of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
For the Cluster 7 of the First Committee Statement
(Disarmament Machinery)

1. Given the persistent threats to international security, it remains necessary more than ever to preserve and
strengthen the nature, role and purpose of the various fora under the UN disarmament machinery.!

2. ASEAN is of the firm view that global disarmament and non-proliferation issues can be best addressed through
multilateralism, and all countries committed to their obligations and our collective resolve towards a more
peaceful world. Indeed, based on its existing rules of procedure and methods of work, the United Nations
disarmament machinery has produced important treaties and guidelines, and has promoted confidence and trust
amongst States.

3. ASEAN expresses its concern about new challenges on disarmament and strategic weapons control, as well as
the current stalemate in major multilateral disarmament negotiations. ASEAN therefore welcomes further
coordination and cooperation between the General Assembly and the Security Council on the non-proliferation
and disarmament of WMDs, illicit proliferation of conventional weapons and small arms and light weapons.

4. ASEAN recognizes the First Committee as the most inclusive platform for comprehensive discussions on
disarmament and non-proliferation. Dialogues in this Committee must strive to be constructive, relevant and in
good faith. We call on Member States to exercise flexibility and compromise for the success of the Committee’s
deliberations. ASEAN recognizes the important role of the Conference on Disarmament and reiterates its call on
the Conference to agree, by consensus, on a balanced and comprehensive program of work without further delay.

5. ASEAN continues to stress the importance of the Conference on Disarmament (CD) as a multilateral
negotiating body on disarmament-related treaties, and along with NAM, reiterates the call on the CD to agree by
consensus on a balanced and comprehensive program of work without further delay, taking into account the
security interest of all states. Agreed Ad Ref Draft UNGA76 NAM Statement on Disarmament Machinery.? We
also continue to advocate for the CD to enlarge its membership and increase interactions with relevant
stakeholders to bring fresh perspectives to the body. Furthermore, we also support NAM in strongly rejecting any
politicization of the work of the CD and calls upon all member states to fully respect its rules of procedures and
agreed methods of work.?

'UNGA74 ASEAN 1C Cluster 7 Statement
2 Agreed Ad Ref Draft UNGA76 NAM Statement on Disarmament Machinery

3 Agreed Ad Ref Draft UNGA76 NAM Statement on Disarmament Machinery
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6. ASEAN remains engaged with the UN Disarmament Commission (DC) and looks forward to its substantive
session, which has been postponed in the past three (3) years. We encourage all Member States to work together
constructively to resolve outstanding issues that hinder our collective efforts in this body. In the same spirit, we
encourage all Member States to reflect on the outcome of the Open-ended Working Group on convening the
Fourth Special Session of the General Assembly devoted to Disarmament (4th SSOD) and to continue discussions
on convening the 4th SSOD without delay The 4th SSOD would offer an opportunity to review, from a
perspective more in tune with current international situation, the most critical aspects of disarmament process,
and to mobilize international community and public opinion in favor of elimination of nuclear and other weapons
of mass destruction and of control and reduction of conventional weapons.*

7. ASEAN acknowledges the necessity of utilizing a multistakeholder approach in our work, as it has proven to
be an important catalyst in moving forward important discussions and actions on disarmament. It is in this
context, we welcome enhanced engagement with civil society, academia, women and youth.

8. ASEAN commends the Secretary General’s Disarmament Agenda, a milestone achievement that called on all
Member States to demonstrate stronger political commitment to preserve multilateralism, the foundation upon
which disarmament and non-proliferation rests. Efforts at conflict prevention should also fit into a comprehensive
disarmament machinery.

9. ASEAN reiterates that Regional Centres for Disarmament are valuable contributors towards global
disarmament. ASEAN therefore reaffirms its support for the Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in the
Asia and the Pacific (UNRCPD) in promoting regional disarmament priorities, bridging needs and fostering
cooperation in our region. We also encourage taking into account the analyses and recommendations of think-
tanks and research institutions, such as the United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR), to
enhance disarmament efforts at the local, regional, and global levels.

10. ASEAN emphasizes that we must ensure that the disarmament machinery will keep pace with the rapidly
evolving security landscape and advancements in science and technology, including developments in cyber space.

11. ASEAN reaffirms its readiness to coordinate and cooperate with other Member States, regional and
international organisations to promote international peace and security and search for solutions to regional and
international issues, including those on non-proliferation, disarmament and weapons control, in accordance with
the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and the Security Council.

12. In closing, disarmament and non-proliferation issues must be seen not solely through political and security
lens, but as a cross-cutting matter that involves such aspects as political-security, economic and socio-cultural.
With this comprehensive outlook in mind, ASEAN stands ready to collaborate with all partners to enhance the
effectiveness of the UN disarmament machinery® and advance our common disarmament and non-proliferation
vision within the larger objectives of the UN in achieving a peaceful and prosperous world.

4 Agreed Ad Ref Draft UNGA76 NAM Statement on Disarmament Machinery

S UNGA74 ASEAN IC Cluster 7 Statement
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BBICTYIIVIEHUE npeacraButes Poccuiickoii ®enepanun B [leppom komutete 76-i ceccun 'A OOH B
X0/le TeMaTH4eCKOI TMCKYCCHH MO pa3aey «SliepHbie BOOPYKeHUs»
(13 oxTsa0psa 2021 r.)
VYBaxaemsbiil rocnonuH Ilpencenarens,
Bormnpocs! siiepHOTO pa3opyKeHH 3aHUMAIOT IIEHTPaIbHOE MECTO B MEXAYHAPOAHON MoBecTKe NHA. HecMoTps Ha
SIBHBIH IPOTPECC 10 COKPAIIEHUIO CTPATErHYeCKUX BOOPYKEHUM, OT SIAEPHBIX JiepxkKaB TpeOyloT Oosee rry0oKux
11aroB MO JUKBUJALUU SAEPHOTO OPYXKHUS.

C nNOHUMAaHHEM OTHOCHMCS K B3MJISIaM TEX, KTO BBICTYMACT 32 HEMEIJICHHBIH M OC3YCIOBHBINA OTKa3 OT SICPH BIX
BOOpYKeHHH. Pa3gernsem O1aropoaHyo 1esib JOCTHXKEHHS 0e3bsICPHOrO MUpa. BMecTe ¢ TeM MONBITKH HaB s3aTh
cTpaHaM, 00JIalaloI[UM SIACPHBIM OPYXKHUEM, TOJHYI U O€30TOBOPOYHYIO JIMKBHAAIUIO UX aPCCHAJIOB €/IBa JTU
OCYIIECTBUMBI B OTPHIBE OT CYLIECTBYIONIUX CTPATETHYSCKUX pealnii U 3aKOHHBIX HHTEPeCcOB B chepe
6e3onacHOCTH. B 3T0i cBsA3u cuntaem npunsaTHe J[oroBopa 0 3amperieHn e PHOr0 OPYKHs OMIMOOYHBIM U IO
CYTH KOHTPIPOAYKTUBHBIM. OHO JIMIIB YCYTYONIsIeT CUTYalHI0, IPOBOLUPYs IyOOoKHe pa3HOriIacus B
MEXIyHapogHOM coobmecTBe U pacmarsiBas ocHoB JHSAO.

PeanpHBII porpece B sIAEPHOM Pa3opyKEHUH MOXHO 00€CIeYnBaTh TOJIBKO Ha OCHOBE KOHCEHCYcCa,
MpUJEPKUBASCh INHUU Ha BEIBEPEHHBIE MO3TANIHBIE COKpalleHus B KoHTekcTe ctaThu VI JIHAO u
UMIEPATUBHOCTH MOAJEPKAaHUA CTPaTerHuecKoro 0ajaHca Ha OCHOBE IPUHIUIA HEJeIUM Ol 6e30IMacHOCTH.

Poccuiickas @enepanusi, oco3HaBas CBOIO 0CO0YI0 OTBETCTBEHHOCTD KaK SJEPHOMN IepxkKaBbl U IOCTOSHHOTO
yineHa Cb OOH 3a BrimonHeHue 06s13atensCeTB no crathe VI JIHAO, HeyKOCHUTENBHO BBITOMHSET JeHCTBYIONINE
coramieHus B JaHHOH cdepe. Hamm ycunus no npakTH4YeCKUM COKPAIlEHHUSIM SIZICPHBIX BOOPYKEHUU B paMKax
noropopéuHocteit ¢ CIIIA xopomro uzBecTHHI. [IpogomkaeM BHIIOTHATH CBOH 00s3aTenscTBa o JoroBopy o CHB
2010 roma. K xonTpompHO# nate (5 ¢espans 2018 roma) cokpaTHIN HaIll apceHaT HUXKE MPEISIbHBIX YPOBHEH
BOOpYXeHHUH, ycTaHoBIeHHbIX JJCHB.

B nosutuBe ormeuaem 3akiatouenue Cornamenus ¢ CHIA 26 suBaps 2021 1. o nponnenuu Jorosopa no 5
¢deBpans 2026 1., yTO obecneunBaeT AOKHBIH YPOBEHb B3aUMHOM TPaHCIAPEHTHOCTH B OTHOLIEHUH
noamnanatomux noj ero oxsatr CHB. Hamepens! ucmonb30BaTh 3TOT MEPUOA JJIs 3amycka neperosopoB ¢ CIIIA o
OyaylieM KOHTPOJIe HaJl PAaKETHO-sJEPHBIMU BOOPYKEHHUSMH C YYETOM BeeX (PakTOpOB, BIUSIONIUX HA
CTPaTeTHYECKYI0 CTaOUIBHOCTD, BKIIIOYas HACTyIaTeIbHbIE H 0OOPOHUTENbHBIE BOOPYKEHNUS, KaK sJIepHbIE, TaK U
HesAepHBIe, CIOCOOHBIE pelIaTh CTpaTerudecKre 3a1aqdu.

[To noroBopénnoctu npe3unentoB Poccun u CIIA Ha cammure B XKeneBe 16 vIoHS HauaT KOMILIEKCHBIN JUAIOT
o cTparerndeckoit cradbunpHocTH. COoCTOSAIUCH ABA payHna. JlenoBas atMocdepa BCTped AaT MOBOJ C
OCTOPOXHBIM ONITUMHU3MOM OKHJIATh, YTO Y CTOPOH MOIYYUTCS TBOPUYECKH MOPadOTaTh HAJl TIOUCKOM TOYEK
CONPUKOCHOBEHHUS B IIEJISAX CONMKEHUS IMO3UIHUA HAa OCHOBE y4E€Ta HHTEPECOB APYT Apyra.

VYBaxaembii rocnionuH [Ipencenarens,

ITorHOCTHIO OTHAEM cebe OTUET B CIOXKHOCTH U MAacIITaOHOCTH CTOSIIUX nepen HaMmu 3aaad. Tak, Berxox CIIIA wu3
Jorosopa o PCM/] 2 aBrycta 2019 r. 06HYIHI MEXIyHapOAHO -IPABOBBIE 3aIIPEeThl HA pa3BepThIBaHHE B EBpome
paKeTHBIX BOOPYXEHUH CpelHell U MeHbIIeH TaJIbHOCTH Ha3eMHOTO 0a3upoBaHus. C Ienbio Mpea0TBpaIleHus
HOBOII T'yOUTENbHOM TOHKH PaKeTHO-IePHBIX BoopyxeHuil Poccuiickas @enepanus B3sina Ha ceds B
OIHOCTOPOHHEM MOPsJKE HHULMATUBY HE pa3MellaTh NepBoi noAnanasmue nojg JloroBop CUCTEMBI, B T€X
permuoHax, riue He OyayT pa3BEPTHIBATHCS TaKUE CpPeJCTBA aMEpUKaHCKOTO nmpousBojacTBa. [IpussiBaem CIIA u ux
COIO3HUKOB IPHUHATH aHAJIOTHYHBIE 00s13aTeabcTBa. HO BO3 M HBIHE TaM.

Bonee toro, 26 oktsiopst 2020 1. B «3asABICHUU O JOTOJHHUTEIBHBIX IIarax IO Je3dCcKalanuu 00cTaHOBKH B EBporie
B ycuoBHsAX npekpamenus aeiicteust JPCM/J» Ilpesunent Poccuiickoit @enepanuu B.B.IlyTun B pa3Butue
WHUIMATUBBI O BCTPEYHBIX MOPATOPHAX MPEJII0KII 3aHHTEPECOBAHHBIM CTOPOHAM PACCMOTPETh KOHKPETHBIS
BapUaHThl B3aMMHBIX BepUPUKAITUOHHBIX MEp IS CHITUS UMEIOIMXCcs 03a00ueHHOCTel. Hamy nHUIIMaTUBBI
ocTarTcs B cuie. [IpocuM mpuUCMOTPETHCS K HUIM CaMbIM BHUMATEIbHBIM 00pa3oM.

OTtBeTcTBEeHHO 3asBisieM, y Poccun He 6b10 1 HET PCM]] HazemMHOTO 6a3zupoBaHus. Y TBEpkKAaTh 0oOpaTHOE —
3HAYMUT CO3JaBaTh 3aBEOMO JOXKHYIO KAPTUHY U MOKPHIBaTh TE€X, KTO HECET OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a pa3sain JPCM/I.
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Hpyroit npumep. Poccuiickas @enepanus 4eTIpEXKPATHO COKpPATHIIA KOJIUYECTBO HECTPATETHYECKOIO SIIEPHOTO
opyxus (HCAO) ot ypoBusa, kotopeiMm CCCP pacmonaran B 1991 rogy. Bcé HCAO nepeBeneno B KaTeropuio
HEpa3BEPHYTOTO, HAXOANUTCS UCKIIOYUTEIHHO Ha HAIIMOHAIBHOW TEPPUTOPUHU U COCPEAOTOUEHO HA
LEHTPAJIN30BaHHBIX 0a3ax XpaHEHHUS, Iie 00eCneYnBaeTCs BHICOYANIINN peX UM 0€30IaCHOCTH, DO
HaJEXHYIO TapaHTHIO OT CIYyYaiHOI'0 MM HECAHKLIMOHUPOBAaHHOTO MpuMeHeHus. KOHTpOIb HaZ poccHiicKuM
HCSIO He nepenaércs qpyruMm rocyapcTBaM HHU NMPsIMO, HU KOCBEHHO, HE NMIPOBOJUTCS OTPabOTKa ero
MPUMEHEHHUS B X0JIe MEPOIPHUATHI cril 001Iero Ha3HaYeH Hsl.

Ha xontpacte sinepuoe opyxue CIIA ocTaércs Ha TeppUTOPUHN HESIEPHBIX rocynapcTB EBponbl, B paMkax
HATO otpabatbiBaeTcst ero NpuMEeHEHHE Ha €BPOINEHCKOM TeaTpe, NpHUUeM C IPUBIICYCHUEM HEesIEPHBIX
rocyaapcTtB. Heobxoaumo Ge3oTimaraTeabHO MPEKPATUTh MOA00HYI0, mpoTruBop evanryio JJHAO npaktuky, BepHYTH
AEepHOE OpY’KHEe Ha HAIMOHAJIBHYIO TEPPUTOPHIO ero obiangareins, a HHPpacTpykTypy B EBpone JINKBHANPOBATE.

VYBaxaemsbiii rocnonul [lpencenarens,

Poccuiickas ®enepanus nociie10BaTEIbHO BBICTYIAET 3@ MEPENOATBEPKIECHUE BCEMU SIAEPHBIMU JI€pKaBaMU
OCHOBoOTIOJIAramIIeii GOpMyIbl O TOM, YTO B SIICPHON BOWHE HE MOXET OBITh MOOCIUTENCH, M OHA HUKOT/Ia HE
JIOJDKHA OBITH pa3Bsi3aHa. [lepBbie BaXKHBIC IIATH YK€ CICJIAHBI. DTOT MOCTYJIAT MOATBEPKAEH B COBMECTHOM
3aaBienuu [IpesunentoB B.B.Ilytuna u /x.baiigena ot 16 utonsa 2021 r. Poccus u Kutaii BKItounIn ero B
CoBMecTHOE 3asiBieHUE OT 29 UIOHS, IPUYPOUEHHOE K JBaAIaTHIIETHIO moanucanus Jlorosopa o
JnobpococencTse, Ipyxk0e U COTPYAHHYECTBE MEXAY HAIIMMHU cTpaHaMu. [Ipu3bsiBaeM ocTaibHbIE TOCYAapCTBa,
obnanaroniue sAepHBIM OpyXKHEM, NTOCIEN0BaTh HAllleMy MPUMeEDY.

I'maBHas 3amadya — HE AOMYCTUTH MTOBTOpPEHUS Tpareann 1945 r., Korna snepHoe opyknue ObIJIO UCIOJIE30BaHO
CIIA npoTuB SIMOHCKUX FOPOJOB.

OTKPBHITH K JTIOOBIM KOHCTPYKTHUBHBIM HAESIM O MHOTOCTOPOHHHUX IIEPETOBOPHBIX (popMaTax IO BONPOCAM
MPEeAOTBpALIeHUS] TOHKU BOOPYKEH i, YKPEIICHNUs MEXIyHapOJHOH 0e30MacHOCTH ¥ CTa0MIBHOCTH, KOTOPHIE
JIOJDKHBI BECTHCh Ha OCHOBE KOHCEHCYCa C yUETOM 3aKOHHBIX HHTEPECOB UX YYaCTHUKOB. [IONMBITKH «IPUHYIUTHY
KOTO-JTM00 K YYaCTHIO B TaKUX JUCKYCCHUAX NMPEACTABIAIOTCA KOHTPIPOIYKTHUBHBIMH.

VYBaxaemsblil rocnonuH IIpencenarens,

Poccutiickas ®enepanns paccmarpuBaet JHAO xak onHY U3 OCHOB COBpEMEHHOTO Mupomopsiaka. ToT ¢haxt, 9To
Ha Kordepennnu 1995 1. mo paccMmorperuto u npomieHuto aeiictsus JHAO O6puto pemeno 6eccpoyHo MPOAIUTH
JloroBop, cBuaeTenbCcTBYET 0 ero 3 dexrTuBHOCTH. [IpHaém Oospiioe 3HAUEHNUE YCIIEITHOMY
GyHKIIMOHUPOBaHUIO Beex TpEX «ctonmoB» AHSO: pazopyxeHus, HepacnpoCTpaHEHHUsI © MUPHOTO
WCITOJIB30BAHNUSI AaTOMHOW SHEPTUH.

B nocnennue roast pexum JJHAO nonsepraercs cepbE€3nbiM ucnbiTanusiM. Ha GoHe ciioma ciioxuBieiic s
CHCTEMBI COTTIAlIEHH Il B 00JIaCTH KOHTPOJISA HAJ BOOPYKEHUAMH yCUINBAIOTCS PA3HOTIACUS MEXKIY
rocynapcTBaMu-y4acTHUKaMH MO BoIpocaM ocyinectBienus JJorosopa. Hageemcs, uto Ha npeacTtosment 10-i
O0630pHOH KOH(pEPEeHI NN COBMECTHBIMH YCHIMSAMH YAACTCS Pa30pBaTh «IIOPOYHBIM KPYyT» KOIMUBIIUXCS B3aUMHBIX
0OBHHEHUH M IPOTUBOPEUHI U BEIHTH Ha 00IIeIpHEMIIEMBIE PEIICHHS, CIIOCOOCTBYIONINE YKPEIICHUIO PeXKUMa
JHAO.

Bynyun ogHuM U3 nHHIHATOPOB U peno3utapues JJHSO, HamoMuHaeM 0 HEOOXOAMMOCTH BBITIOJTHEHUS PEHICHUS
Koudepennuu 1995 1. 0 co3nanuu 30HEI, CBOOOIHOM OT SIACPHOTO OPYKHUS U Apyrux BugoB OMY, u cpencts ero
nocraku Ha bimxxaem BocToke (3COMY). OcoOyio 0TBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a €r0 UMILIEMEHTannio HecyT Poccus,
CIIIA n BennkoOpuranus Kak coaBTopsl pesontonnu KoHnpepeHnnun no 1aHHOMy BOIIpOCY.

ITepBas ceccust Koudepennuu no 3COMY, npomeamas B HosiOpe 2019 1., moka3zajia TOTOBHOCTh YYaCTHHKOB K

MIOMCKY peIIeHUH myTeM KoMmnpomucca. B atoit csa3u npussiBaeM CIIA moakiaio9uThCs KO BTOPOH €€ CeCCHH.
CuntaeM BaXXHBIM y49acTHe B JUCKycCHUAX M3panis.
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HopnepxuBaem pestensHOCT MATATO B kauecTBe mpoBepouHoro mexanusma JJHSO. BricTymaem 3a
yHuBepcanuzamnuio Jlonmporokona Kk COraneH!Io 0 TapaHTHIX B KAYECTBE HCKIIOUYNUTEIBHO OOPOBOIBHON
Mepsl. [Ipn 3TOM oTMedaeM, 4TO CHCTEMa rapaHTHH JOKHA COXPAHITh TEXHHYECKH 000CHOBaHHBIMH,
HENOJUTU3UPOBAHHBIN U HENPEAB3ATHIN XapakTep.

Poccuiickas ®@enepauns paccmarpusaet B35 kak BaxxHeHmIni JoKyMeHT B cepe sanepHOTO
HEpacHpoCTPAHEHUS U HEYKOCHUTEJIBHO COOJIOAAET ero MojokeHns. B aToM rogy Mel orMeuaeM 25-netue co aHs
oTkpbITud Jlorosopa aiust noanucanus. Ognaxo JIB3SIU1 He BCTynun B cuily M3-3a HO3UIMKU BOCBMH T'OCYAAapCTB U3
[Mpunoxenus 2, ubst paTuuKaUs HEOOXOAMMA IS €ro MPEeBpPAIEHUs B ACHCTBYIOIMH MEXyHapOAHO -IIPaBOBON
HHCTpYMEHT. [Ipu3biBaeM yHOMSIHYThIE CTPaHbl HE3aMeUTUTENbHO paTuduuupoBars JJorosop.

VYBaxaemsbiii rocnonul [lpeacenarens,

PaccunTeiBaeM Ha KOHCTPYKTHUBHBIN 3aMHTEPECOBAaHHBIM AHANIOT 110 BCEMY CIIEKTPY BONPOCOB AEPHOTO
pa3opy’KeHHUs, OPHECHTUPOBAHHBIN Ha JOCTHKCHUE B3aNMOIPHEMIIEMBIX, OCHOBAaHHBIX Ha OajgaHCE HHTEPECOB
pesynbraroB. Poccuiickas peneranus K Takoi COBMECTHOH paboTe roToBa.

bnaronapro 3a BHUMaHHE.

BBICTYIIVIEHUE npeacrasutenst Poccuiickoii @enepannu
B [IepBom komuTtere 76-ii ceccuu I'A OOH
B X0/l¢ TeMAaTHYeCKOM INUCKYCCUH MO pa3aery
«Apyrue Buasl OMY» (13 oxTsi0ps 2021 r.)

VYBaxaembil rocnonul [lpencenarens,

Poccus momHOCTRIO noaacpIKuBacT Me)KZ[yHapO,HHBIﬁ PEXKUM 3anpeTa XUMHUICCKOTO, OHMOJIOTHYECKOTO U
TOKCHUHHOT'O OPYXHA, TOCICAOBATCIIbHO BBICTYIIACT 34 €0 YHUBCPCAJIU3ANIO U YKPCIIJICHHUC.

HeykocHuTeapHO coOronaeM 00s13aTesibcTBa M0 KOHBEHIIMY O 3aMpeIleHHH OHOIOTHYECKOTO U TOKCHHHOTO
opyxus (KBTO), koTopas moctaBuia BHEe 3akoHa 1enyto kareroputo OMY. KBTO nonxHa octaBarbest HaJEXHBIM
HHCTPYMEHTOM COKpPAIICHHS yIPO3bI HCIIOJIH30BAHUS OMOJOTHYCCKUX areHTOB B KAYECTBE OPYIKUS U
CMOCOOCTBOBATh PA3BUTHIO MEXKIYHAPOIHOIO COTPYIHUYESCTBA B OMOIOTHYECKON cepe B MUP HBIX HEISIX.
Hawuspictias s¢ppextuBHOCTs KOHBEHIIUM MOXET OBITH JOCTUTHYTA TOJIBKO MPHU BBIIIOJHEHUH BCEMU
roCcyAapcTBaMHU-yYaCTHUKAMH €€ MOJIOKEHHH B MOTHOM 00béMe. PemeHnto 3Tol 3a7a4n criocoOCTBOBaIO OB
MPUHIATHE PUANICCKH 00s3bIBatomero [Iporokona k KOHBEHIINH ¢ HaIe)KHBIM M eXaHU3MOM IPOBEPKH.

[Ipu3siBaeM IPOIYKTHBHO HCIIOJIB30BaTh HAMEeUeHHOE Ha HOs0ps CoBemanue rocyaapcTs - yuacTHukoB KBTO
JUISL 3aKpeNJICHUsI KOHCEHCYCca B OTHOIIEHUU KOHKPETHBIX MPEIIOKEHUN MO yIYUYIIEHUIO OCYILIECTBIEHHUS
KonBennuu B nensx ux ogodpenus Ha O630pHoit koHpepennun KETO B 2022 1. B 3701 CBsA3U MpeacTaBISIOTCS
BEChbMa TOJIE3HBIMH POCCUHCKHE HHUIIUATUBEI. Pedb, B 4acTHOCTH, UIET 0 co3nanuu B pamkax KBTO moOunpHBIX
MEJIUKO-OMOIOTUYECKUX OTPSI0B JJISl OKa3aHMS MOMOIIY B Clydae MPUMEHEHUs OMOIOTHIECKOTO OPYKHUS,
pacciieoBaHus TAKOTO MPUMEHEHHS U COACHCTBUSA B 00pbh0OE ¢ MHDEKIIMOHHBIMY 3a00JCBAHUAMH PA3IUYHOTO
MIPOMCXOXKJESHUS U MOATOTOBKE KaJApOB. MICX0/s U3 MOJOKUTENBHOTO OMBITAa paboThl POCCUICKUX CTIENIHATIUCTOB,
KOHIIENI[Ms1 MOOMJIBHBIX OTPSIIOB MO3BOJIMJIA OBl 00€CTIEYUTh B KOMILIEKCE PEaNM3aLMI0 1IeJIOT0 psijia MOJ0KEHUH
KBTO, Bkitouas, HO HE OrPaHUUYUBASACh, MEXK/YHAPOIHBIM COTPYJIHHUYECTBOM MO CcTaThe X.

MBI Takxke npeaiaraeM yupeauTh B pamkax KouBeHnun HayuHo-KOHCYIbTaTUBHBIH KOMUTET, KOTOPBIH OyaeT
OCYIIECTBIIATH OIIEHKY JOCTH)KEHUH B cepe HAyKH M TEXHOJIOTHI, MMEIONUX OTHOIIeHHe K KoHBeHnu, n
BBIpabaThIBaTh COOTBETCTBYIOIINE peKOMeHJanuu. PaccunteiBaeM Ha (GOpMHpPOBaHUE KOHCEHCYCa CpeIn
roCyAapCcTB-y4aCTHUKOB.

OTMC‘IaeM HapaumiuBaHUEC BOCHHO-6HOJ’IOFI/I‘I€CKOI\/’I AKTUBHOCTHU HEKOTOPBIX IOCYyAapCTB 3a Npe€acjiaMu CBOUX
HAaMOHAJbHBIX I'PAHUII, YTO HECCT BBI3ZOBLI IJIsA PECKUMA KBTO, IMOCKOJIbKY TaKas ACATCIbHOCTh HUKAK HE
KoHTponupyeTcs. C 1eabi0 MOBBIIIEHHS TPAHCIIAPEHTHOCTH MBI IPEIIOKUIN YCOBEPIICHCTBOBATH (hopMaT Mep
YKpEIUIeHUS AOBEPUS MyTEM BKIIOUEHUS B GOpMy OTIETHOCTH JAHHBIX O BOGHHO -OMOIOTHYECKO aKTHBHOCTH 3a
py6exom, uToObI ctocoOcTBOBaTh yBepeHHOCTH B cobmonennu KBTO. [IpuspiBaeM BcexX, KOTO 3TO KacaeTcs,
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0TKa3aThCs OT MUJIMNTAapHU3aLNH 3IpaBoOXpaHeHns. PaccunTriBaeM Takke Ha 3a/IeiiCTBOBaHUE IIPEAYCMOTPEHHOTO
KBTO KOHCYThTaIMOHHOTO MEXaHU3Ma IS yPEeTyIUPOBAHUS BCEX BOMPOCOB, KOTOPHIE UMEIOTCS MIIM MOTYT
BO3HUKHYTb B CBA3M C peanusanueil noysoxenuid Konsennuu.

Poccuiickas @enepanns BeICTyNNIIA ¢ MHUIMATHBON 00 YUPEKAECHNUHN TPYIIIBI IPaBUTEIHCTBEHHBIX KCIEPTOB C
ydacTHeM Bcex 3anHTepecoBaHHbIX rocygapcTB KBTO B mensx pa3paboTKu KO HKPETHOTO MEXaHU3Ma peann3aiuu
cratbu VI KoHBeHIIMM 0 poBeaeHUH pacciieqoBaHuil Bo3sMoxHbIX HapyumeHnit KbTO. HeobxonuMocts
COIJIacOBaHUS KOHKPETHBIX MPOIeyp BhIMOMHEHU faHHOTO nonoxeHus KbBTO nasHo Ha3pena.

Hame npennokeHne HUKOMM 00pa3oM He CTaBUT O] COMHEHHE HE3aBUCUMBIH cTtaTtyc Mexanusma ['eHcekperaps
OOH no paccrneoBaHUIO Clly4aeB BO3MOXHOTO MPUMEHEHHUsI XUMHUYECKOro u ouosoruueckoro opyxust (MI'C).
Hao6oport, 3Ti MeXIyHapOgHBIE HHCTPYMEHTHI MOTJIM OBl B3aMMOJOTIOTHSATE APYT APyra B KOHTEKCTE
npumeHeHuss KbTO u JKenesckoro nmportokoma 1925 roga o 3anpemnieHny NpUMEHEHHS Ha BOWHE YAYIIINUBHIX,
SITOBHUTHIX MJIM JPYTHX MOJOOHBIX Ta30B U OaKTEPHOIOTHUECKUX CPENICTB.

Poccust moaTBepxKIaET 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTD B YKPEIIEHUU SKCIEPTHOrO U TeXHUUYecKoro norenuuana MI'C u
HaMepeHa MPOAOKATh BHOCHTH BKJIaJ B OOIIHE YCIIINS MHPOBOTO coolmecTBa. B miraHe mpakTudecKoro
ucnonbs3oBaHus MI'C BaxxHOe 3HaueHHE NMPUAAEM ero IPUHIUIIAM U NpoLeIypaM, KOTOpbIe coaepxKaTcs B
npunoxenuu | rokymenra OOH A/44/561. OmHako naHHbBIC TPUHIIUIIBI U IPOIEAYPHI, 32 HCKIIOUCHUEM
MPUI0KECHHUH, HE OOHOBIISIMCH ¢ MOMEHTAa UX ofo0penus pe3onrorueid 'A OOH 45/57C ot 4 nexadps 1990 r. B
9TOW CBSI3M BECbMa BEJHMK PUCK TOTO, YTO OHU ycTapenu. B nensx Havyana paboTsl o oOecrneyeHuo
sa¢dexTuBHOTO 3aneiicTBoBaHusl MI'C Poccuiickas ®@enepanns BHecna B [lepBblii KOMUTET IPOEKT
COOTBETCTBYIOMIECH pe3omtonnu. ObpamniaemMcs ¢ mpockO0ii 0 ero NoaJepKKe U COaBTOPCTBE.

B ycnoBusx orcyTcTBus omyTUMOro nporpecca B nene ykpemiernuss KbTO npopomkaroT BIIBUTATECS HACH,
HalleJICeHHbIe Ha (OPMHPOBAHNE MapajuIeNIbHBIX, He onuparmuxcs Ha nonoxeHns KBTO, ¢opmaros. K TakoBeiM
OTHOCSTCS TaK Ha3bIBa€Mbl€ «IOOPOBOJIbHBIC OLICHOYHBIE MOCCIICHU» (PEer reviews) MUKPOOHOIOTHYECKUX
00BEKTOB IBOHHOTO Ha3HaYeHHUA. [1en BeCbMa COMHUTEIbHBIE B CUITYy OTCYTCTBUS OOBEKTUBHBIX KPUTEPHEB
OIIEHKHU U mojdopa yyacTHUKOB. C TAKMMHU HENOHATHBIMH IS IPAKTUIECKON peaan3alui KOHIENIIUSIMU MBI
COTJIACUTBCSI HE CMOXKEM.

VYBaxaemslll r-H Ilpencenarens,

Kongennus o 3anpenieHnn xumudeckoro opyxusa (K3X0) apisercs KI04eBBIM HHCTPYMEHTOM B cepe
XHMHUYECKOI0 pa3opyKeHus U HepacnpocTpaneHus. Poccuiickas @enepauus crosna y HCTOKOB co3aanus K3XO u
MIOCJIEI0BATEIBHO BEICTYIAET 32 €€ yKpeIJIeHHE.

J106pOCOBECTHO U B IOJHOM 00bEeMe BBINOIHSIEM CBOM 00s13aTenbcTBa 1o KonBeHnuu. HarnmsagHeiM mpuMepom
CILY>KHUT TO, 4TO B 2017 roxy Poccus 1o0cpouHO yHHUTOXKMIIA CBOM XUMapCeHall, YTO M0 ATBEPKIAEHO
TexcexperapuatroMm Opra"u3aiuy 1o 3anpeneHno xumudeckoro opyxus (03X0). [IpussiBaem CIIA,
MOCJIETHIOI0 B MUpE CTPaHy, 00J1a1afonIyIo 3asBJICHHBIM XUMOPYKHEM, TUKBUIUPOBATH CBOM 3aIachl B
KpaTdaifimue cpoku. Y aMEepUKaHCKOH CTOPOHBI JJISI ’TOTO UMEIOTCS Bce (PMHAHCOBBIE U TEXHOJIOTHYECKHUE
BO3MOXHOCTH.

B camoit O3XO crnoxunack BeCbMa HEMPOCTas CUTyallHsl. DTa HEKOTAa aBTOPUTETHASI MEXIyHapoaHas
CcTpyKTypa, nosyuusias B 2013 rony HobeneBckyto mpeMuio Mupa, IJe pelieHns BCerna NpuHuMalnuch
KOHCEHCYCOM, 0Ka3aJaach pacKoJOTOM BCIEACTBUE MOJUTU3AIUN, pa3MbIBaHU MaHaTa, 0TX0Ja OT MOJOKEHUIT
K3XO. Psg rocynapers ¢pakruuecku nepedopmaruposanu O3XO0 B yrogy cBOUX y3KOKOPBICTHBIX
FeONOJIUTHYECKUX YCTAHOBOK. DTO HE MOTITIO He cka3arbes Ha penyTauuu O3XO u goBepuu k €€ SKCHEPTHHIM
BO3MOXHOCTSIM.

B ampeine c.r. HeckonbKko cTpaH «npojasunn» B O3XO romocoBanuemM OecnpeneneHTHoe s OpraHu3anuu
pemenne o nopaxxenun Cupuu B npasax u npuBmierusx no K3XO. B ero ocHOBy JieTiiu aHTa)XUPOBAaHHBIE U
Oe3oKa3aTenbHbIE BEIBOABI CO3MaHHON B HapymeHNe nMpuHOuna koHceHcyca u Ctaten XV KoHBeHIINH
HenernTuMHOM ['pynmer o pacciaenoBanuio u uaeHTu pukanuu (I'PM).
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JBa oruera 'PU — mo cmygasm ¢ mpeamnoiiaraeMbIM IpUMEHEHHEeM XUMOpyxkus B Anb-Jlatamae u Capakube —
MPEAB3SITH, (PAKTOIOTUUECKH HEJOCTOBEPHBI, TCXHUUECKN O0€3TPaMOTHBI, METONOJIOTHIECKH HUYTOXHBI. Cyzs 1Mo
BCceMY, el paboTel I'pymnmmsl HE B TOM, 4TOOBI MpodecCHOHANBHO H OOBEKTUBHO pa30o0paThCs B IPOM3OMISIIIEM,
a c(pabpukoBaTh BHIBOJBI TaK, 1a0bl BO3JIOXHUTh BUHY HCKIIOUNTENsHO Ha Jlamack. TeM caMbIM, BIIEpBBIE B
ucropun O3XO0 B Hapymenue HopM K3XO u nmpuHnuma KoHCEHCyca OblIa peadu3oBaHa 3a1a4a 1o 0OBHHECHHIO
JI06poCcoBEeCTHOTO yyacTHUKa KOHBEHIINM B HEBBIITOJIHEHUH CBOMX 00s13aTeabcTB. [10100HbBIE TOAXO B
KaTeropuyecky HepHeMIIeMbl.

B atom xe psany u uayuiuii Bpaspes ¢ nonoxerusiMu K3XO u urHopupyomnii MHEHHE MHOTHX TOCYIapCTB-
ywieHoB O3XO mpoeKT peleHus 0O 3alIpeTe Ha a3p030JIbHOE IIPUMEHEHHE B TP aBOOXPAHUTENIBHBIX IIENSIX
XUMHUKATOB, BO3JCHCTBYIONINX HA IICHTPAJIbHYIO HEPBHYIO CUCTEMY, KOTOPHIN IpeaiaraeTcs ono0puTs Ha 26 -i
ceccun Kordepennuu rocynapcts-ygactaukoB K3XO B HosOpe Tekymiero roga. B coorBercTBum ¢ e€ CtaTbéit
XV nonpaBku mogo0HOTo pomga MoryT O06ITh BHeceHH B K3XO TonpKO Ha 0CHOBE aOCOMOTHOTO KOHCEHCYCa.
Poccus HuKOMM 00pa3om cebs ¢ 3TUM pemeHneM He acconuupyeT. [Ipu3siBaem rocynapcerBa-ygactHuku K3XO
TOJIOCOBATh MMPOTHB HENMPABOMOYHOTO MPEITIOKEHNUS, OCTAHOBUTH AAIBHEHINYIO MONUTH3ALNIO ACSITEIHHOCTH
O3XO u npuHATH COBMECTHBIE MEPHI [10 COXPAaHEHUIO 1eJocTHOCTH KonBeHInM.

Cupuiickas Apadckas Pecnybnuka perynspuao uHdpopmupyer Cb OOH u O3XO o moarotoBke 00eBUKaMu
XUMHUYECKHUX aTak M npoBoKanuil. TeppopucTsl 06;1a1at0T COOCTBEHHON TEXHOJIOTHUYECKON U MPOU3BOICTBEHHOM
0a30ii 10 cMHTE3y OOEBBIX OTPABISIOLIMX BEIIECTB U UMEIOT Pa3BETBIEHHBIE KaHaJbl TIOCTABOK UX MPEKYPCOPOB.
CyuiecTByeT pUCK PEIUAUBOB «XUMTeppopu3May 3a npeaenamu Cupuu. Cuuraem, 4To K MOoCTymarmmei ot
CHPUICKO# CTOPOHBI HHPOPMAIUK HEOOXOJUMO OTHOCHTECS CO BCEil CEphE3HOCTHIO, UTOORI
CKOOPAMHUPOBAHHBIMH YCHIMSAMHU IIPOTUBOJIEHCTBOBATH PeajIbHON YIrpo3e «XUMHUYECKOI0» TeppopHu3Ma.

B aT0i1 cBa3u Poccutickas @enepanus eme B 2016 roxy BHecna Ha paccmorpeHue KorndepeHnnn mo
pasopykeHuto B JKeHeBe MPOEKT OCHOBHBIX JIEMEHTOB 10 Oopb0e ¢ akTaMu XUM- 1 Ouoreppopusma. Hamre
MpEeANIOKEHNE, TTONb3yIolIeecs MUPOKol moaaepxxkoit Ha Kondepenunnu, ocraercs B cuie.

bnaronapro 3a BHUMaHHE.

BBICTYIIVIEHUE npeacraButes Poccuiickoii ®enepanun B [leppom komutete 76-i ceccun 'A OOH B
X0/1e TeMaTH4eCcKoii Juckyccuu nmo pasaeay «Kocmoc (pazopykeHuyecKkue acneKThl)»
(13 oxTsa0psa 2021 r.)
VYBaxaembil rocnionul [Ipencenarens,

B 3ToM rony Bech MUp OTMe4aeT 3HaAMEHATENbHYIO 1aTy — 60-1eTHe nepBoro mojaéra 4yeinoBeka B KocMoc. 12
armpens 1961 roma Ham cootredecTBeHHUK 0. A.'arapun coBepmui monéT BOKpyT 3eMiu Ha kopabie «BocToky,
OTKPBIB 3py HIJIOTHPYEMOH KOCMOHABTHKH. Ero MoaBUT MOJI0XKMII HAYaI0 MCIIOIb30BAHUIO U UCCIIEI0BAHUIO
KOCMOCA YEJIOBEKOM.

MupHoe 0cBOeHHE KOCMOCa CIYKUT d(H(HEKTUBHBIM CPEACTBOM JUISl PEUICHHUSI MHOTHX INI0OAJIBbHBIX MPOOIIeM, B
TOM 4YHCJIE B INIaHE COLMAJIbHO-9KOHOMHUYECKOTI0 pa3BuTus. Peub, Hanpumep, HIET 00 u3yueHuu u Goiee
ITUPOKOM HCIIOJIb30BAaHUU MPHUPOIHBIX peCypcoB 3eMiu, 60psbe coO CTUXUNHHBIMU OeICTBUIMU, 00ecIeueHNH
HaceJeHUs MPOJOBOIBCTBUEM, YIYULUICHUH TPAHCIOPTA U CBA3HU, CO3TaHUHU NMEPCIEKTUBHBIX MAaTEPUAJIOB U
TEXHOJIOTHUI.

ITo Mepe OCBOCHHS OKOJIO 3¢MHOTO MPOCTPAHCTBA MPOSBIISIIOTCS U HOBBIC BEI30BBI, TPEOYIONHE COBMECTHBIX
OTBETOB MUpOBOTO coobmecTBa. Ocoboro BHuManus wieHoB OOH TpebyeT BocnpusTre KOCMOcCa PSAIOM CTPaH
KaK apeHsbl I BeJeHUS OOCBBIX JACHCTBUMN B CBA3HU C pealn3alueii OJHOCTOPOHHUX YCTAHOBOK Ha pa3MEIICHHE
OpYXHUS B KOCMOCE, HapalllMBaHUE OTCHI[HAJIa CUIOBOTO BO3ACHCTBUS (KaK KHHETUYECKOT 0, TaK U
HEKHHETHYECKOTO) Ha KOCMHYECKHE 00heKThl. OCYIIEeCTBIASIOTCS MacIITaOHbIE TPOTPAMMBI IO pa3paboTke
CHCTEM BOOPYXEHHH JIJIT TPUMEHEHHUS CHJIBI KU YTPO3bl CHJIOW B KOCMOCE, U3 KOCMOCa WU B OTHOIIEHUH
KocMoca.

CraBKa crenaHa Ha JOCTHIKEHHE COOCTBEHHOTO BOGHHOTO JOMHHHUPOBAHMS B yIIepO HHTEpEeCcaM BCEX OCTAIbHBIX
JEeUCTBYIONINX HUIIW MOTEHIINAJIBHBIX YYACTHUKOB KOCMHYECKON NESTeTbHOCTH. B UTOTe HaM TPO3ST HETaTHBH bIe
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MOCJIEACTBUSA, YpeBaThie JecTabnnu3amnueii 00CTaHOBKM W TOHKOH BOOPY)XEHHH B KOCMUYIECKOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE,
YTO MOAPBIBAIO OBl M MEPCIEKTUBBI PEXKUMA OTPAHNYCHHS BOOPYKEHHUH B IIEJIOM.

VYBaxaemsbiii rocnonul [lpencenarens,

Poccuiickas ®@enepanus npemiaraet, utoosl [A OOH npoBo3sriacuiia B KauecTBE UCTOPUYECKON
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH BCEX TOCYJapCTB 00ecIeueHrne TOro, YT0Obl 0CBOCHHE KOCMHUYECKOTO MPOCTPAHCTBA
OCYIIECTBISUIOCH UCKIIOUUTENBHO B MUPHBIX II€JIIX, Ha O1aro yeioBevecTBa.

l'onka BoopyXeHH B KOCMOCE, €CiU €€ HE yIacTCSd CBOEBPEMEHHO MPEIOTBPATUTh, MOTIIOTUT OTPOMHBIE
MaTepualibHbIE peCypChl, CO3JacT HEMPEOJOIUMbIE MPErpaabl AJIsl MEXKAYHAPOJHOTO COTPYAHUUYECTBA B MUPHOM
OCBOCHUH KOCMHUYECKOTO MPOCTPAHCTBA U JJI UCIIOIB30BAaHUS PE3yIbTaTOB HAYYHO -TEXHUIECKOTO IIporpecca B
9TO# 00J1aCTH B MUPHBIX IEIIAX.

B 37011 cBA3M ceifyac Kak HUKOTJA Ba)KHO, YTOOBI IPEAOTBPAIIEHNE TOHKH BOOPYKEHHUH B KOCMHUIECKOM
MIPOCTPAHCTBE KaK HEOOXOAMMOE YCIOBUE ISl €r0 COXpaHEHUs UIsl MUPHBIX I1ejeil Ha 06Jaro Bcero 4el0BeYeCcTBa
CTaJI0 HOPMOIl HAIIMOHANBHON MOJTUTHKH rocynapcts-wieHoB OOH, o0menpu3HaHHBIM MEXIyHapOTHBIM
npuHnunoMm. Henb3s nomyctuts nepecmotpa pemenuit [lepsoit cnenceccun I'A OOH o pazopyxenuto 1978 r.,
HanpaBJCHHBIX Ha NPOBCIACHUC I/ICCJ'IGJIOBaHI/Iﬁ U UCITIOJIB30BaAaHHUC KOCMOCaA CyI‘y6O B MUPHBIX LCJIAX,
IpegoTBpalleHue TOHKU BoopykeHuil B kocmoce (III'BK) u 3amyck cooTBETCTBYIOIUX NIEPETOBOPOB B pyciie
JoroBopa o kocmoce (IK) 1967 r. JlanHbIe 11e11 MOATBEPKAAIOTCS B €KETOAHON eTUINeTCKO-TaHKUMCKON
pesomonuu '”A OOH mo IIT'BK, koTopyto poccuiickas aeneramnus HEU3MEHHO MOJJIEPKUBAET U BHICTYAET
COaBTOPOM.

Ot rocynapctB-usieHoB OOH TpebyeTcst MOATBEpAUTH NPUBEPKEHHOCTh NEHCTBYOIUM MEXIyHApOIHO-
PaBOBBIM HOPMaM, PETIAMEHTUPYIOIUM ACSITeIbHOCTh B KocMoce. [IoMHMo 3TOTO0, ClieayeT Takxke
3a(UKCHpOBaTh 00MIee MOHNMaHHE, 9YTO B KOCMOce (B T.4. Ha opOHUTe BOKPYT 3eMJIU U Ha HEOCCHBIX Tellax) He
JIOJDKHO pa3sMellaThesi Opyxue oooro Buaa. BoctpeboBaH u 3ampeT Ha IPUMEHEHHUE MM yTPo3y NPHMEHEHUs
CHUJIBI B OTHOIICHUH KOCMUYECKHX 0OBEKTOB, a TAK)KE C UX HCIOJIb30BaAHHEM.

IIpennaraem rocymapctam - uaieHam OOH B3sTh Ha ce0s ciienyromue 003aTebCTBa B IF000H y1o0HO# 1sl HUX

dbopme:

- He 3a/1eHCTBOBATh KOCMUYECKUE OOBEKTHI B KAUECTBE CPEACTBA MOPAXKEHUS JIIOOBIX Iiesiel Ha 3emie, B
BO3JIyIIHOM U B KOCMHYECKOM MPOCTPAHCTBE;

- He YHUYTOXKaTh, HEe MOBPEKAATh, HE HAPYIIATh HOPMalIbHOrO QYHKIIMOHUPOBAHHS H HE U3MEHATH TPACKTOPHIO
nojéTa KOCMHYECKHX 00BEKTOB IPYTHX TOCYAapCTB;

- He c03/aBaTh, HE UCIBITHIBATE U HE Pa3BEPTHIBATE KOCMUYECKOE OPYKHE JIOOBIX BUAOB OAa3UPOBAHMS LIS
BBIIIOJTHEHHS JTIOOBIX 3a7a4, B T.4. U IPOTUBOPAKETHOI 00OPOHBI, B KaueCTBE NPOTUBOCIYTHUKOBBIX CPEICTB,
JUTSL HCIIOJIB30BAaHMS MIPOTHUB LieJieil Ha 3eMile MM B BO3AYXE, a TAKXKE JINKBUIUPOBATE yiKe UMEIOIIHUECS Y
rOCyAapCTB TaKHE CHCTEMBI;

- HC UCOBITBIBATh U HE MUCIIOJIB30BAaTh B BOCHHLIX, B TOM YHCJIC MIPOTUBOCHYTHUKOBLIX, HEIAX MUJIOTHPYCMBIC
KOCMH4YecKue Kopabinu;

- HE OKa3bIBaTh COACHCTBUE U HE MOOYXJaTh IPyTHE roCyJapCcTBa, IPYIIBI TOCYAapCTB, MEXAYyHapOIHbIE,
MCXKIIPABUTCIBbCTBCHHBIC, 4 TAKXKE JI100bIE HENPAaBUTECIbCTBCHHBIC OpTraHU3all, BKIIIOUasd HCIIPABUTCIbCTBEHHBIC
IOPUAUYECKHE JINA, YUPEKIEHHDBIE, 3apETUCTPUPOBAHHBIE UM PACTIONI0KEHHbBIE HA TEPPUTOPHUHU, HaXoAsAlIencs
0]l X IOPUCAUKIHEN U/NIN KOHTPOJIEM, K y4acTHIO B YKa3aHHOM BbIIIE J1€ITECIbHOCTH.

Omnupasce Ha pemeHnus Ilepsoit cnenceccuu I'A OOH no pazopyxkenuto 1978 r. Poccuiickas @enepanus
npejnaraeT J0roBOPUTHCSA O MPUHIUNINAIBHOM PEIIEHUU BOIPOCa O NPEJOTBPALIEHUI0 TOHKH BOOPYKEHUU B
KOCMHUYECKOM MPOCTPAHCTBE U COXPAHEHWH KOCMOCA JUUISl MUPHBIX [leJIel — BBECTH MOJHBIA M BCEOOBEMITIOITN I
3alpeT Ha KOCMHYECKHE ylapHble BOOPYXKEHUs, a TAKXKE Ha JIF0ObIe CpeicTBa HAa3eMHOT0, BO3AYLIHOTO MJIN
MOpCKOTO 0a3supoBaHMs, IpeJHA3HAYCHHbIE IS MMOPaXeHUsI 0OBEKTOB B KOCMOCE.

B 37011 cBA3M mOCIeAOBATENBFHO IPOBOANM JHHHIO Ha 3aMTyCK EPEroBOPOB MO pa3paboTKe MEXAYHAPOIHOTO
IOPUANYECKH 0053BIBAIONIET0 HHCTPYMEHTA [0 MPEJOTBPAIICHHUIO TOHKH BOOPY)XEHUH B KOCMHYECKOM
MPOCTPAHCTBE M €r0 COXPAHEHHUIO JUISI MUPHBIX I[EJIeH, 3aMpeniaromiero pa3MeneHne B KoCMOoce JTI0OBIX BUIOB
BOOPYKEHHH, a TaK)Ke MPUMEHEHHUE CUJIIBI UIM YTPO3HI CIJIOW B KOCMOCE, U3 KOCMOCA WM B OTHO IIEHUU KOCMOCA.
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Tak, B 2008 r. Poccmiickas @enepanns u KHP Buecnn mist paccmorpenns Kondepenmnueit mo pazopyxernuto (KP)
MPOEKT JOTOBOPA O MPEIOTBPAINCHUH Pa3MEIICHHUS OPYXKHUS B KOCMHUYECKOM NPOCTPAHCTBE, MPUMEHEHHS CHIIBI
WJIW YTPO3BI CUII0H B OTHONIEHUH KOCMHYECKNX 00BEKTOB, a B 2014 . — ero 0OHOBIEHHYIO BEPCHIO,
YYIHUTHIBAIOIIYIO BEICKA3aHHBIC PSAJOM FOCYAApCTB 3aMEUYaHUs U MPEMIOKEHHS. JJOKYMEHT MO -TIpEKHEMY
HaxoOWTCS Ha cToje meperoBopoB KP, mMeeT BceoObeMITIOMMIA XapakTep U ABIsETCS JOOPOTHONH OCHOBOM 1IIs
BBIPaOOTKH COOTBETCTBYIONIEr0 MHOTOCTOPOHHETO MHCTPYMeHTa. Ham Xopomio u3BecTHa KpUTHKA psia
rocynapcts B otHowenun JJIIPOK, onnako anprepHatuBHbIX npeanoxkenuil B chpepe [II'BK nmoka HukTo He
npeacrasui. [logTBepkaaeM TOTOBHOCTh UX PaCCMOTPETD.

CraOunn3upoBaTh CUTYaIUIO Ha IEPUOJl, TOKa TAKOH MHOTOCTOPOHHUN MHCTPYMEHT OyneT BbIpabaThIBaThCS,
npu3BaHa BeIIBUHYTas Pocculickoit @enepanneii u craBmas yxe MeXIyHapOAHOW WHUIMATHBA/IOJUTHYECKOE
00513aTeNHCTBO O Hepa3MeIeHNH epBeIMH opyxkusa B kocmoce (HITOK). E€ momHOpOpMATHEIMU yYaCTHUKAMH
CTaJH YK€ TPH IecATKa roCyJapCcTB, U YUCIO CTOPOHHUKOB IIPOJOIKAET PACTH.

JlaHHas MHUIIMATHBA SBIISICTCS CAMHCTBEHHON B IUTaHE NMPEIOTBPAICHIS BENOHU3AINHA KOcMoca. bymydn onHoU
13 Mep TpaHcrnapeHTHocTH U aoBepus B uensax [II'BK, naunuatusa no HITOK 3a nocnexnnue roael crana
CYIIECTBEHHBIM IIOJUTHIECKUM (PAKTOPOM, CIIOCOOCTBYIOIIUM YKPEIUICHUIO MEXKIyHapOIHOTO MHUpa,
00cCIeueHUIO PaBHOM U HEEIMMO# 0€30MaCHOCTH I BCEX, a TAK)KE MOBBIMICHHUIO MPEICKA3yeMOCTH U
YCTOMYMBOCTH AEATEILHOCTH TOCYAAPCTB MO UCCIESAOBAHUIO U UCIIOIB30BAHUIO KOCMHUYECKOTO MPOCTPAHCTBA B
MHUPHBIX LENIX.

Tonpko rapaHTHpPOBAaHHOE MPEAOTBPAIICHUE TOHKH BOOPYKEHHI B KOCMOCE M €r0 COXpaHeHHE JJIsI MUPHBIX Ieneit
obecrneynT BOZMOKHOCTH 7S MCIIONb30BaHU ONMMKHETO U JaJlbHEro 0e3B0O3AyLUIHOIO IPOCTPAaHCTBA HA OJ1aro
YEeJI0BEYECTBA, €T0 OCBOCHUS B IIEJIAX CO3HMIAHMUS.

Poccuiickas nenerauus BHOCUT Ha paccMoTpeHue IlepBoro komureTra npoekt pesontonuu I'A OOH
«Hepa3MmenieHne nepBbrIMU OPYXHsI B KocMoce». JIOKyMeHT yxxe o(hopMIIICS Ha OOHOBCKOH IUIO aJKe B KaUECTBE
TPaguIIMOHHOTO, IPUHUMAEMOTO exerogHo ['eHaccambneeit ¢ 2014 1. mo MHUIMATHBE TPEX M3HAYAIBHBIX
coaBTtopoB — bpazununu, KHP u Poccun. Ilogrorosnens! k paccMoTpeHuo [IepBrIM KOMUTETOM MPOEKTHI
pesontonuii «/lanpaeimue npaktuyeckue maru no II'BK» u «Mepsl mo o6ecrnedeHnIo TPaHCIaApPEHTHOCTH U
YKpeIUIeHUIo 10Bepus B kocMuueckoit nearensHoct (MTAK)». Hamomuum, ato moxyment mo MTIAK ¢ 2013 1.
MIpUHHUMAJCS KOHCeHcycoM mpu coaBTopcTBe Poccun, Kutas u CIIIA. Coxaneewm, gto B 2018 . CIIIA He mpocTo
OTKa3aJINCh OT COABTOPCTBA, a 0€3 KaKuX-JI100 Ha TO MPUYUH MPOTOJIOCOBAIH KIIPOTHUBY.

PaCC‘II/ITLIBaCM, qTo pOCCHﬁCKHG MPOCKTHI NOJYyYaT IUPOKYIO NOAACPIKKY U COABTOPCTBO.

Cracubo0 3a BHUMaHHE.

BBICTYIIVIEHHUE
npeacrapureis Poccuiickon @epepanun
B [lepBom komuTtere 76-ii ceccuu 'A OOH
B X0/le TeMAaTHYeCKOii JUCKYCCHH 1O pa3jesy
«O0BIYHBIE BOOPYKEHUSD)
(13 oxTadps 2021 r.)
VYBaxaemsbiil r-H [Ipencenarens,

Poccus sBisieTcst onHUM M3 HanOoJiee aKTUBHBIX y4acTHUKOB KoHBeHIMN 0 «HerymMmaHHOM» opyxuu (KHO).
IIpuseiBaeM K falbHEHIIEMY YKpEIUIEHUIO €€ pexnuMa nyTéM yHusepcanusanuuu Konsennuu u IIpoTokonos k Hell,
a TaKke 100pOCOBECTHOTO BHIIOJIHEHUS UX MOJIOKEHUH.

C ynoBIETBOpPEHHEM OTMEUYAEM, YTO MOCIe MPOJOJDKUTEIBHOM May3bl B CBSI3M C MaHAEMHEH KOpOHABUPYCa B ITOM
rony Bo300OHOBHIJIACH TOJTHOIIeHHas paboTa B pamkax KHO. B ounom ¢opmate, 3a 4TO MBI IOCJIETOBATEIHHO
BBICTYIIAJIM, COCTOSUIMCH CECCHH [ pynImbl MpaBUTENbCTBEHHBIX 3KCIIEPTO B rocyaapcTB-ydyacTHukoB KHO mo
CMEpPTOHOCHBIM aBTOHOMHBEIM cucTeMaM BoopyxeHui (I'TID mo CAC), IloaroroBurensHoro komureTa lllecroit
0O630pHoit koHpeperuu KHO, a Takxe coBemnanus dxcnepToB 1o JJomonmuennomy npotokony Il u IlpoTokony V.
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PaccumTeiBaeM Ha yCHemHyo0 TOATOTOBKY u nmposeaeHue Lllectoirt O630pHOIt koHbepernnun KonBeHnnm.
HacTpoeHs! Ha B3aMMOZCHCTBHE CO BCEMH I'OCYJapCTBAMU-YYaCTHUKAMH B LEJAX IPHHITUS B3aUMOIPHEMIEMBIX
peleHuil.

ITpogomxaeM MpuAEPKUBATHCS MO3UIHH, YTO K PACCMOTPEHHIO HOBBIX TeM B pamkax KHO cnexyer moaxoauts
B3BELIEHHO — MU cOalaHCHUPOBAHHOM Y4Y&Te I'yMaHUTApHBIX 03a00YEHHOCTEH U 3aKOHHBIX 000POHHBIX
HWHTEpeCcoB rocynapcts. Takoil moaxon npuodperaeT 0coOylo aKTyalbHOCTh B CBETE€ aKTHUBHBIX MOIBITOK Psijia
CTpaH W IpeAcTaBUTENel TpaXKaaHCKOTo O0OIeCTBa aNe/INPOBaTh K TYMAaHUTAPHBIM 032004€HHOCTSIM B KauyecTBe
a0COJIIOTHOTO U €JMHCTBEHHO JOCTATOYHOTO YCIOBUS ISl BBEICHNUS OTPaHUYMTENIBHO -3alIPETUTEIbHBIX PEXUMOB
B OTHOIIEHHH KOHKPETHBIX BUAOB OOBIYHBIX BOOPY>KEHUH.

Poccuiickas @enepanus HCXOOUT U3 TOCTATOYHOCTH HOPM MEXIyHapOZHOTO TpaBa, BKIOYasi MEXIYHApOIHOE
TYMaHHUTapHOE NPaBo, KOTOPHIE B MIOTHOW Mepe MPUMEHHMBI K HOBBIM TexHosorusMm B obmactu CAC u He
HYXJQIOTCSI B MOICPHU3AIUH I afaNTaliy ¢ y9€TOM CIeU(UKN JaHHBIX CUCTEM BOOPYKCHHH. YIIOMSHYTHIE
CHCTEMBI, UX TEXHUIECKHE XapAaKTEPUCTHKH U OCOOCHHOCTH, MTPOUCXOAIINE U3 HANNIUSI aBTOHOMHOCTH, a TaKXKe
UX MCIOJB30BaHMUE B X0/1¢ O0EBBIX ONEpannuii JOJKHBI COOTBETCTBOBATH 3aKPEMIEHHBIM (B YaCTHOCTH, B
npeam6yine KHO) npuHIIMIam 3amuThl TpakAaHCKOTO HACEJIEHNUs OT BOCHHBIX JEeHCTBUIl, HCHAaHECEHHS
Ype3MepHBIX MOBPEXIESHUHN (B T.4. JOJITOBPEMEHHOTO U CEPbEIHOTO ymepba MpUPOJHON cpelie), a TaKKe
HENPUUMHEHHUS U3NHIIHUX cTpagaHuil. Kpome toro, ucnonp3oBanne CAC 10IKHO OTBEYaTh KPUTEPHUIM
COPa3MEPHOCTH U IPONMOPLHOHAIBHOCTH.

B ycnoBusix, korna oTcyTCTBYIOT AeiicTByomue oopasusl CAC, ocTaloTcs HEON peleIEHHBIMU UX 0a30BbIC
XapaKTepPUCTHKHU U MOHATUHWHBIN annapar, HaJluIo 3HAYUTEIbHBIH pa30dpoc B MOAX0/1aX YUaCTHUKOB O00CYKIEHUH,
MOCIIEITHBIC IIard MOTYT HAaHECTH yIiepO HayuYHO-TEXHHIECKOMY Iporpeccy B chepe HHPOPMAIHMOHHBIX
TEXHOJIOTHH, HCKyCCTBEHHOTO MHTEJUIEKTa, MUPHOH POOOTOTEXHUKH M T.II. Ha HbIHENTHEM 3Tane He BUIUM
HEOOXOAMMOCTH B KAKOM-TIM00 FOPUINYECKH 00A3BIBAIONIEM HHCTPYMEHTE 110 TAKUM CHCTEMaM WM BBEICHUHU
3alpeTa uid MOpaTopHs Ha UX pa3paboTKy, IPUMEHEHHE U TEXHOJIOTHH co3xaHus. [lomaraem, 410 BMECTO 3TOTO
npo¢unpras ['TID, koTopyro paccMaTpuBaeM Kak ONTHMAJIbHYIO IUIOMAnKy st oocyxaenus teMatuku CAC,
MorJa Obl COCPEIOTOYUTHCS Ha aHaIu3e JEeHCTBYIONIMX MEXyHapOIHO -[IPAaBOBBIX HOPM.

Xoa AMCKYCCHH 10 MPoOJeMaTHKe IPUMEHEHHsI B T'YCTOHACEIEHHBIX palioHax OOENpPHUIIacOB B3PHIBHOTO ACHCTBUS
(bB1) nHaxonutcst B hokyce Hamiero BHUMaHus. YOEKACHBI, YTO CIEAYET C OCTOPOKHOCTHIO MOAXOAUTH K
BBIPa0OTKE HEKUX «IOJUTUYECKHUX JEKIapaluii» o 3ampeTe JaHHOTO BHIAa BOOPYKEHHUH, KOTOPBIE BIIOCIEACTBUH
MOT'YT OBITh UCIIOJIB30BAHbI ISl TUCKPEAUTALIMH JTIOOBIX BOGHHBIX onepanuil ¢ mpuMeHeHueM bBJI, a Taxxke ux
pasfeneHus Ha «AOMYCTUMBIE» U «HEJOIyCTUMBIEY.

Pemenue cBsizaHHBIX ¢ mpuMeHeHHeM bBJ] mpo6ieM IeXuT B INIOCKOCTH J0OPOCOBECTHOTO BHIIIONHCHUS YKE
CYLIECTBYIOLIUX MOJOKEHUN MEXAYHAPOAHO-TIPABOBBIX HHCTPYMEHTOB, NpeXke BCero JJonoaHuTenbHOTO
nporokoia I 1977 r. k KeneBckum koHBeHUUSAM 1949 1., a Takke MWHUPOKOTO 3a1€HCTBOBAHUS MOJTUTUKO-
IUTLIOMAaTHYECKHUX CPENICTB YPETYIUPOBAHUS BOOPYKEHHBIX KOHGIUKTOB. CUuHTaeM HMEIOIIeecs MIPaBoBo €
peryiaupoBaHue AOCTATOYHBIM, B T.4. JIJIT TOTO, YTOOBI HUBEJIUPOBATH TYMaHUTAPHbBIE PUCKU B KOHTEKCTE
HCTIOJIb30BaHUS TaKOTO BUJa BOOPYXKeHU. Pemenue cBsi3anabIX ¢ mpuMeHenueM bBJl npobnem nexut
HCKJIIOYUTEIBHO B MIOCKOCTH JOOPOCOBECTHOTO BBIIIOJIHEHNUS YXKe CyIIecTBYOImuX HopM MI'TI.

OTMevaeM, 4YTO MPUMEHEHNE CaMOJIeNIbHBIX B3pBIBHBIX ycTpoiicTB (CBY), npencraBisiomux ojHy U3 Haubosee
3HAQUYMMBIX TYMaHUTApHBIX YTPO3 B COBPEMEHHOM MHpE, B OCIAEAHUE TOJbl, K COKaJIEHHUIO, JINIIb BO3PacTaeT. ITO
HanISIAHO MOATBEPXKAAeT cTatucTuka MHxkeHepHbIX BoMick Poccun, nonyuyennas Ha Tepputopun Cupuu, — TpeTh
BceX 00€3BpEKEHHBIX HAIIMMU BOCHHBIMHU B3PBIBHBIX YCTPOUCTB cocTaBisuin uMeHHo CBY.

OCHOBY /1151 KOOpAMHAIIMN MEXIyHapOJIHBIX yCHIHNH 110 npotuBoeiicTBuio CBY npexacrasmsior “npodunsasie”
pesomonuu Cb u 'A OOH. B nonHo# Mepe nmoaaep>kuBaeM NpoAoDKeHHe 00cykaeHus reMaruku CBY Ha
momanke JJomonaennoro nporokona 2 KHO. Mcxoaum 13 TOro, 4To JaHHBIE YCUIIUS JOJKHBI COOTBETCTBOBATH
npeaMerty u nensiMm KonpeHnuw.
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VYBaxaemsiil r-H [lpencenarens,

[Ipunasas OonpIIoe 3HaAUYCHHE MPOOIEMaTHKE HE3aKOHHOTO 000poTa 0OBIYHBIX BOOPYKEHHI, BEICTyIIaeM 3a Oojee
s dexruBHyO peanusanuio [Iporpammer neticteuit OOH mo npenoTBpameHnio 1 HCKOPSHEHUIO He3aKOHHON
TOPTOBJIH JISTKUM U CTPEIKOBBIM OpPYXKHEM, IPU3BaHHYIO KyIIHPOBATh EPETOK OPYKUsS B HEJIETAIbHBIH 000POT.
TpeOyroTcsi CKOOPAMHUPOBAHHBIE YCUIIUSI BCETO MUPOBOTO COO0IIECTBa IPH COXPAHEHUH LIEHTPAJIBHONW POJIN
OOH.

3HauuTeIbHOE BHUMaHUE yaenseM Peructpy oObruHbIX BoopyxeHuit OO H kak oHOMY M3 OCHOBHBIX MEXaHH3MOB
TPaHCNAPEHTHOCTH U 00CCIEUECHHS MEXAYHAPOIHON O€30MaCHOCTH MOCPEACTBOM OTCIIC)KUBAHUS U BBISBICHHS
JlecTaOMIN3UPYIONIMX HAKOIICHUH OPYXKUS B TEX WM MHBIX pPeTHOHAxX Mupa. B To ke Bpems ¢
HaCTOPO)KEHHOCTHIO OTHOCHMCS K MOTBITKAM pPsiia CTpaH pacmupuTh chepy oxsata Peructpa, npuHUMas BO
BHUMAaHHE y>K€ UMEBIINE MECTO MPEIEACHTHI, KOTJa 3TOT MEXaHU3M ObLI HCIIONb30BaH B HECBONCTBEHHBIX €TO
MpEeAHA3HAYCHUIO [EIIX, B T.4. IIPHU ONPEACICHUN TapaMeTPOB opyXKeiHoro smb6apro, BBogumoro 1mo auHuu Chb
OOH.

[To-npexHEMY IoJIaraeM HEleJeco00pa3HbIM NIPUCOCINHATHCS K MeXAyHapOIHOMY JAOTOBOPY O TOPTOBIIE
OpY)XHEM B €ro HbIHEIIHEM BHUJE, a TAK)KE YYaCTBOBATh B IMPOBOAMMBIX MOJ] €r0 ATUA0H 0(pULIHATBHBIX
MEpOTPHUATHIX aXKe B KauecTBe Habmopareneid. Mcxoaum U3 TOTo, 4TO yCTaHOBIEHHbBIE JlOrOBOpPOM CTaHIapThI
3HAUYMUTENbHO HUXKE poccuiickux. Cephe3Hble BONPOCH! BRI3BIBAET M IpUMeHeHUe /loroBopa Ha IpaKTHKe.
Henomyctumo, xoraa ero oTaeiabHbIe YYaCTHUKH IPOJOJDKAIOT HANPSAMYIO MM ONOCPEI0BAaHHO MOCTaBIATh
MPONYKIHIO BOCHHOTO Ha3HAYEHUS B 30HBI BOOPYKEHHBIX KOH(PIHKTOB.

Bnaro;[ap}o 34 BHUMaHHC.

Unofficial translation
STATEMENT
by the Representative of the Russian Federation
in the First Committee of the 76th Session of the UN General Assembly
at the Thematic Debate on “Nuclear Weapons”
(13 October 2021)
Mr. Chair,

The nuclear disarmament issues are in the centre of the international agenda. Despite the obvious progress in
strategic arms reduction, there are claims that the nuclear powers should make more far-reaching steps in
eliminating nuclear weapons.

We understand the views of those who advocate for an immediate and unconditional abolition of nuclear
weapons. We share the noble goal of achieving a nuclear-free world. At the same time, attempts to impose on the
states that possess nuclear weapons a complete and unconditional elimination of their arsenals are hardly
practicable without taking into account current strategic realities and legitimate security interests. For these
reasons, we consider the adoption of the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons as misguided and
counter-productive in its essence. It only aggravates the situation provoking deep divisions in the intern ational
community and undermining the foundations of the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

Tangible progress in nuclear disarmament can only be achieved based on consensus, respecting the course
towards calibrated and phased reductions in the context of Article VI of the NPT and taking into account the
imperative of maintaining strategic balance on the basis of principle of indivisible security.

Conscious of its special responsibility as a nuclear power and a permanent member of the UN Security Council
for the observance of obligations under Article VI of the NPT, the Russian Federation fully complies with the
existing agreements in this area. Our efforts towards actual nuclear arms reductions in line with our arrangements
with the United States are well known. We continue to meet our obligations under the 2010 New START Treaty.
By the Treaty deadline (which is February 5, 2018) we reduced our arsenals below the limits set by New START.
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We positively note the Agreement with the United States reached on January 26, 2021 to extent the New START
until February 5, 2026. Thus we secured an adequate level of mutual transparency in relation to strategic
offensive weapons covered by the Treaty. We intend to use this timeframe for talks with the United States on the
future arms control taking into account all factors that impact strategic stability, including offensive and
defensive arms, both nuclear and non-nuclear, capable of performing strategic tasks.

By agreement of the Presidents of Russia and the United States at the summit in Geneva on June 16, an integrated
dialogue on strategic stability began. Two rounds took place so far. The business-like atmosphere of the meetings
gives rise to cautious optimism that the Parties will be able to creatively work on finding common ground in
order to bring their positions closer taking into account each other’s interests.

Mr. Chair,

We are fully aware of the difficulty and scale of the challenges we face. Thus, the United States’ withdrawal from
the INF Treaty on August 2, 2019 nullified international legal prohibitions on deployment of intermediate- and
shorter-range land-based missiles. In order to prevent a new disastrous arms race in nuclear-missile area, the
Russian Federation unilaterally took over the initiative of no first placement of systems previously prohibited by
the INF Treaty in those regions where such American-made systems would not be deployed. We urge the United
States and its allies to make similar commitments. But the cart is still upon the self-same spot.

What is more, on October 26, 2020, President Vladimir Putin in his Statement on additional steps to de-escalate
the situation in Europe after the termination of the INF Treaty, building up on the initiative on mutual moratoria
invited all the parties concerned to consider specific options of reciprocal verification measures to remove
existing concerns. Our proposals remain in force. We call to look at them in the most attentive way.

With all responsibility we assure that Russia has never possessed intermediate- or shorter-range land-based
missiles. To state the opposite is to paint a false picture and cover up for those who are responsible for the
breakdown of the INF Treaty.

Let me give another example. The Russian Federation has four-fold reduced the number of non-strategic nuclear
weapons (NSNW) from the numbers that the Soviet Union had in 1991. All NSNW have been transferred to the
category of non-deployed, located within the national territory and concentrated in centralized storage facilities,
where a maximum-level security is assured, preventing any accidental or unauthorized use of the nuclear
weapons. Control over Russia’s NSNW is not transferred to any other states either directly or indirectly, and its
use is not being practiced during the activities of the general-purpose forces.

By contrast, US nuclear weapons, remain within the territories of non-nuclear European states. Their use is
practiced by NATO at the European theatre with the involvement of non-nuclear states. It is imperative that such
practice contrary to the NPT is stopped immediately. Nuclear weapons should be returned to the national territory
of the owner state, and the infrastructure in Europe should be dismantled.

Mr. Chair,

The Russian Federation has consistently advocated the recommitment by all nuclear powers to the fundamental
formula that a nuclear war cannot be won and must never be fought. Important first steps have already been
taken. The mentioned principle was confirmed in the Joint statement by Presidents Vladimir Putin and Joe Biden
of June 16, 2021. Russia and China included it in the Joint statement of June 29 on the twentieth anniversary of
the Treaty of Good-Neighborliness, Friendship and Cooperation between our countries. We urge remaining
nuclear-weapon States to follow suit. The main task is to prevent the tragedy of 1945, when the United States
used nuclear weapons against Japanese cities, from happening again.

We are open to any constructive ideas regarding multilateral negotiating formats on prevention of an arms race
and strengthening of international security and stability, which should be pursued based on consensus and with
due regard to the legitimate interests of their participants. Attempts to “compel” anyone to participate in such
discussions are counterproductive.
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Mr. Chair,

The Russian Federation sees the NPT as one of the foundations of today’s world order. The fact that the 1995
NPT Review and Extension Conference agreed to indefinitely extend the Treaty proves its effectiveness. We
attach great importance to the successful functioning of all three NPT pillars: non-proliferation, nuclear
disarmament and the peaceful use of nuclear energy.

In recent years, the NPT regime has been facing significant challenges. As the established system of arms control
agreements has broken down, controversies between States Parties regarding the implementation of the Treaty
have been growing. We hope that at the forthcoming 10th Review Conference as a result of joint efforts we will
be able to break the “vicious circle” of accumulated mutual accusations and contradictions and reach generally
acceptable solutions that will strengthen the NPT regime.

As one of the initiators and depository states of the NPT, we reiterate the need to implement the 1995
Conference’s decision to establish a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass
destruction and their means of delivery (WMDFZ). Russia, the United States and the United Kingdom, as co-
sponsors of the Conference resolution on this issue, bear special responsibility for its implementation.

The first session of the WMDFZ Conference held in November 2019 had demonstrated the participants’
willingness to seek solutions through compromise. In this regard, we call on the United States to join the second
session. We consider Israel’s participation in the discussions to be important.

We support the work of the IAEA as the verification mechanism for the NPT. We encourage the universalization
of the Additional Protocol to its Safeguards Agreement as an entirely voluntary measure. However, we note that
the safeguards system should remain technically sound, non-politicized and unbiased.

The Russian Federation sees the CTBT as an essential instrument in the field of nuclear non-proliferation and
strictly abides by its provisions. This year marks the 25th anniversary of opening for signature of the Treaty.
However, the CTBT has not entered into force due to the position of eight Annex 2 states whose ratification is
necessary for it to become a valid international legal instrument. We urge all those countries to ratify the Treaty
without further delay.

Mr. Chair,
We look forward to a constructive and engaging dialogue on the full range of nuclear disarmament issues, aimed

at achieving mutually acceptable outcome that is based on a balance of interests. The Russian delegation stands
ready for such cooperation.

Thank you.

Unofficial translation
STATEMENT
by the Representative of the Russian Federation
in the First Committee of the 76th session of the UN General Assembly
at the Thematic Debate on “Other Weapons of Mass Destruction”
(13 October 2021)
Mr. Chair,

Russia fully supports the international regime of prohibition of chemical, biological and toxin weapons and
consistently advocates its universalization and strengthening.

We strictly adhere to our obligations under the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BWC), which
outlawed an entire category of WMD. The BWC should remain a reliable instrument for reducing the threat of the
use of biological agents as weapons and promote international cooperation in the biological field for peaceful
purposes. The highest effectiveness of the Convention can be achieved only through the full implementation of its
provisions by all States Parties. The adoption of the legally binding Protocol to the Convention with a credible
verification mechanism would help solve this problem.
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We call for productive use of the Meeting of States Parties to the Convention scheduled for November 2021 to
consolidate consensus regarding certain proposals to improve the implementation of the Convention for their
approval at the BWC Review Conference in 2022. Russia’s initiatives seem rather useful to that end. I mean, in
particular, the establishing within the BWC of mobile biomedical units to render assistance in case of the use of
biological weapons, investigate such use, and to help in coping with infectious diseases of various origin and
train personnel. Given the positive experience of Russian specialists, the concept of mobile units would ensure
integrated implementation of a whole range of BWC provisions, including, but not limited to, international
cooperation under Article X.

We also propose to establish a scientific advisory committee under the Convention, which will assess scientific
and technological achievements related to the Convention and provide relevant recommendations. We expect
consensus among the States Parties.

We note the increased military-biological activity of certain States beyond their national borders, which
challenges the BWC regime as such activity is not controlled. With a view to enhancing transparency, we
proposed to improve the format of confidence building measures by including in the report form data on military -
biological activity abroad to ensure assurance that the BWC is complied with. We call upon everyone concerned
to refrain from the militarization of public healthcare. Also, we expect the engagement of the consultative
procedures established by the BWTC to resolve all issues that exist or are likely to arise in relation to the
implementation of the Convention provisions.

The Russian Federation presented an initiative on the establishment of a group of governmental experts with the
participation of all interested BWC States with a view to developing a concrete mechanism of the implementation
of Article VI of the Convention on investigation of alleged violations of the BWC. There is a long-overdue need
for elaboration of certain procedures for the implementation of this BWC provision.

Our proposal does not in any way prejudice the independent status of the UN Secretary-General’s mechanism for
investigating alleged use of chemical and biological weapons. On the contrary, these international instruments
could complement each other in the context of the implementation of the BWC and the 1925 Geneva Protocol for
the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of
Warfare.

Russia reaffirms its interest in strengthening expert and technological potential of the UN Secretary-General’s
mechanism and intends to further contribute to common efforts of the world community. In terms of the practical
use of the Mechanism, we attach importance to its principles and procedures contained in Annex I to UN
document A/44/561. However, those principles and procedures, except for annexes, have not been updated since
their approval by UN GA resolution 45/57C of 4 December 1990. In this regard, there is high risk that they are
outdated. With a view to starting work to ensure the effective use of the Mechanism, the Russian Federation
submitted a draft relevant resolution to the First Committee. We ask your support and co-sponsorship.

In the absence of any visible progress in strengthening the BWC, ideas still emerge aimed to build parallel
formats, not based on the BWC provisions. They include so called “peer reviews” of dual-use microbiological
facilities. The ideas are rather dubious as they lack impartial criteria for assessment and selection of participants.
We cannot agree with such concepts that are unclear in terms of practical implementation.

Mr. Chair,

The Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) is a key instrument of chemical disarmament and non-proliferation.
The Russian Federation stood at the origins of the CWC and has consistently supported its strengthening.

We scrupulously and fully comply with our obligations under the Convention. A vivid depiction of this is the
early destruction by Russia in 2017 of its chemical weapons stockpile, which was confirmed by the Te chnical
Secretariat of Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW). We call on the United States, the
last country in the world possessing the declared chemical weapons, to destroy its stockpiles promptly. The US
side has all financial and technological resources to do it.
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The OPCW is in a difficult situation. This once reputable international structure, which received the Nobel Peace
Prize in 2013, where all decisions were always taken by consensus, divided due to politicization, dilution of its
mandate and derogation from the CWC provisions. A number of States have in fact reformatted the OPCW to
serve their self-serving geopolitical agendas. This could not but affect the OPCW reputation and confidence in its
expertise.

In April 2021, several countries forced through, via voting in the OPCW, an unprecedented for the Organization
decision on the suppression of Syria’s rights and privileges under the CWC. It was based on biased and
unsubstantiated conclusions of the illegitimate Investigation and Identification Team (IIT) created in violation of
Article XV of the Convention.

Two reports of the IIT — on the chemical incidents in the towns of Al Lataminah and Saraqib — are partial,
factually unreliable, technically ignorant and methodologically void. Obviously, the objective of the Team was
not to sort out professionally and objectively what had happened but to forge conclusions so to lay the blame
exclusively on Damascus. Thus, for the first time in the OPCW history and in violation of the CWC norms and
the principle of consensus, the mission to accuse a diligent State Party to the Convention in non-compliance with
its obligations was accomplished. Such an approach is completely unacceptable.

In the same vein is a draft decision on the Aerosolised Use of Central Nervous System-Acting Chemicals for Law
Enforcement Purposes, which is contrary to the CWC provisions and ignores the opinion of many OPCW
Member States and which is proposed to be approved at the 26th session of the Conference of the States Parties
of the CWC in November 2021. In accordance with its Article XV, such amendments may be made to the CWC
only by absolute consensus. Russia does not associate itself with this decision in any way. We call on the CWC
States Parties to vote against this ineligible proposal, stop further politicization of the OPCW activity and take
joint measures to preserve the integrity of the Convention.

The Syrian Arab Republic regularly provides the UNSC and the OPCW with information about the preparation by
militants of chemical attacks and provocations. Terrorists possess their own technological and production
capacities to synthesize chemical warfare agents and have extended channels for procuring their precursors.
There is a risk of recurrence of chemical terrorism outside Syria. We believe the information provided by the
Syrian side should be treated seriously in order to counter the real threat of chemical terrorism via coordinated
efforts.

In this context, back in 2016 the Russian Federation submitted to the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva
draft basic elements for the suppression of acts of chemical and biological terrorism. Our proposal, which enjoys
wide support at the Conference, is still valid.

Thank you.

Unofficial translation
Statement by the Representative of the Russian Federation in the First Committee of the 76th Session of
the UN General Assembly at
the Thematic Debate on “Outer Space (Disarmament Aspects)”
(13 October 2021)
Mr. Chair,

This year the whole world celebrates a landmark date — the 60th anniversary of the first manned space flight. On
12 April 1961, our compatriot Yuri Gagarin orbited the Earth on the Vostok spacecraft, ushering in the era of
manned cosmonautics. His feat marked the beginning of human use and exploration of outer space.

The peaceful exploration of outer space serves as an effective means for solving many global challenges,
including those related to social and economic development. This includes, for example, the study and wider use
of the Earth’s natural resources, natural disaster management, food security, improved transportation and
communications, and the creation of advanced materials and technologies.
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With the exploration of near-Earth space, new challenges emerge that require collaborative responses from the
global community. Particular attention by the UN Member States should be paid to the perception of outer space
by some countries as an arena for combat operations due to the implementation of unilateral policies for the
placement of weapons in outer space, and for the build-up of capacities for the use of force (both kinetic and non-
kinetic) against outer space objects. Extensive programs are underway to develop weapon systems designed for
the threat or use of force in outer space, from outer space, and against outer space.

Their goal is to achieve military dominance to the detriment of all other acting or potential participants in space
activities. As a result, we face negative consequences that could destabilize the situation and lead to an arms race
in outer space, which would also undermine the prospects of the arms limitation regime as a whole.

Mr. Chair,

The Russian Federation proposes that the UN GA should proclaim the historic responsibility of all States to
ensure that the exploration of outer space is carried out exclusively for peaceful purposes and for the benefit of
humankind.

An arms race in outer space, if not prevented in time, will consume enormous material resources and create
insurmountable barriers to international cooperation in the peaceful exploration of outer space and to the use of
the results of scientific and technological progress in this field for peaceful purposes.

It is therefore more critical than ever that the prevention of an arms race in outer space, as an essential
prerequisite for preserving it for peaceful purposes for the benefit of all humanity, becomes a norm for national
policies of UN Member States, a generally recognized international principle. The decisions of the First Special
Session of the UN General Assembly devoted to Disarmament of 1978, aimed at the exploration and use of space
for exclusively peaceful purposes, the prevention of an arms race in outer space (PAROS) and the launch of the
relevant negotiations in accordance with the 1967 Outer Space Treaty should not be allowed to be reconsidered.
These goals are reaffirmed in the annual Egyptian-Sri Lankan UN GA resolution on PAROS, which the Russian
delegation has consistently supported and co-sponsored.

The UN Member States are required to reaffirm their commitment to the existing international legal norms
regulating outer space activities. Furthermore, a common understanding should also be formalized that no
weapons of any kind should be placed in outer space (including in orbit around the Earth and on celestial bodies).
A prohibition on the threat or use of force against or with outer space objects is also required.

We invite all UN Member States to make the following commitments in any convenient form for them:

- not to use space objects as a means to hit any targets on Earth, in the air, or in outer space;

- not to destroy, damage, disrupt functioning or alter the trajectory of space objects of other States;

- not to build, test or place space weapons of any type of basing for any purpose, including for ballistic missile
defense, as counter-satellite systems, for use against targets on Earth or in the air, and to eliminate such systems
that States already have;

- not to test or use manned spacecraft for military, including countersatellite purposes;

- not to assist or encourage other States, groups of States, international, intergovernmental, or any non -
governmental organizations, including non-governmental legal entities, established, registered or located in the
territory under their jurisdiction and/or control, to engage in the above activities.

Building on the decisions of the First Special Session of the UN General Assembly on Disarmament in 1978, the
Russian Federation proposes to agree on a fundamental solution to the issue of the prevention of an arms race in

outer space and preservation outer space for peaceful purposes, that is, to introduce a total and comprehensive
ban of space strike weapons, as well as all land-, air- or sea-based systems designed to hit objects in outer space.
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In this regard, we have consistently advocated the launching of negotiations to elaborate an international legally
binding instrument to prevent an arms race in outer space and to preserve it for peaceful purposes that would
prohibit the placement of any type of weapon in outer space and the use or threat of force in, from or against
outer space.

Thus, in 2008 the Russian Federation and the PRC submitted for consideration by the Conference on
Disarmament (CD) the draft Treaty on the Prevention of the Placement of Weapons in Outer Space, the Threat or
Use of Force against Outer Space Objects, and in 2014, its updated version taking into account the comments and
suggestions made by a number of States. The document is still on the negotiating table of the CD, is
comprehensive and provides a good basis for the elaboration of the relevant multilateral instrument. We are well
aware of the criticism by several States in relation to the PPWT, but no alternative in the sphere of PAROS has
been proposed yet. We reaffirm our willingness to consider them.

The Russian initiative/political commitment on no first placement of weapons in outer space (NFP), which has
already become international, is intended to stabilize the situation while such a multilateral instrument is b eing
elaborated. It already enjoys the full-fledged participation of thirty States, and the number of supporters continues
to increase.

The initiative is a unique measure to prevent the weaponisation of space. As one of transparency and confidence -
building measures for PAROS, the NFP initiative has become a significant political factor in recent years,
contributing to international peace, ensuring equal and indivisible security for all, and increasing predictability
and sustainability in the peaceful exploration and use of outer space by States.

Only the guaranteed prevention of an arms race in outer space and its preservation for peaceful purposes will
ensure the use of near and deep outer space for the benefit of the mankind and its exploration for the purposes of
creation.

The Russian delegation submits to the First Committee a UNGA draft resolution entitled “No First Placement of
Weapons in Outer Space”. The document has already become traditional within the United Nations adopted
annually by the General Assembly since 2014 on the initiative of the three initial co-sponsors — Brazil, the PRC.
and Russia. Draft resolutions “Further Practical Steps for PAROS” and “Transparency and Confidence-Building
Measures in Outer Space Activities (TCBMs)” have been prepared for consideration by the First Committee. We
would like to remind you that the document on TCBMs co-sponsored by Russia, China, and the United States has
been adopted by consensus since 2013. We regret that in 2018 the United States did not just refuse to co-sponsor
it, but voted against it for no apparent reason.

We expect that Russian drafts will receive widespread support and co-sponsorship.

Thank you.

Unofficial translation
STATEMENT
by the Representative of the Russian Federation
in the First Committee of the 76th Session of the UN General Assembly
at the Thematic Debate on «Conventional Weapons»
(13 October 2021)
Mr. Chair,

Russia is one of the most active Parties to the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW). We call for
further strengthening of its regime, via universalization of the Convention and its Protocols as well as
implementation in good faith of their provisions.

We note with satisfaction that after a long pause due to the coronavirus pandemic, a full-fledged work within the

CCW has resumed this year. Sessions of the Group of Governmental Experts on Lethal Autonomous Weapons
Systems (GGE on LAWS), the Preparatory Committee for the Sixth Review Conference, as well as meetings of
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experts under Amended Protocol II and Protocol V have been held in in-person format, which we have
consistently advocated.

We hope for the successful preparation and holding of the Sixth CCW RevCon. We are set for interaction with all
State Parties in order to make mutually acceptable decisions.

We continue to believe that consideration of new topics in the framework of the CC W should be approached in a
sensible manner, taking into account the balance between humanitarian concerns and the legitimate defense
interests of States. Such approach is particularly relevant against the background of active attempts of certain
countries and civil society representatives to appeal to humanitarian aspects as the only absolutely sufficient
condition for imposing restrictions and prohibitions on specific types of conventional weapons.

The Russian Federation assumes that norms of international law including international humanitarian law fully
apply to emerging technologies in the area of LAWS, and are sufficient. There is no need for their modernization
or adaptation given the specifics of these weapon systems. The mentioned systems, their technical characteristics
and features resulting from their autonomous capabilities as well as their use during combat operations must
comply with the principles (enshrined, in particular, in the CCW Preamble) of the civilian protection against the
effects of hostilities, superfluous injury (including long-term and severe damage to the natural environment) or
unnecessary suffering. Moreover, the use of LAWS should meet the adequacy and proportionality criteria.

Since prototypes of such systems are non-existent and LAWS basic characteristics and conceptual frameworks
remain uncertain and, moreover, there is a considerable divergence in positions among State Parties. Under these
conditions any precipitate steps may only damage scientific and technological progress in areas related to
information technology, artificial intelligence, peaceful robotics, etc. At this stage, we see no necessity for a
legally binding instrument on such systems containing a ban or a moratorium on their development, use and
related technologies. We believe that instead the dedicated GGE, which, in our opinion, is the best platform to
discuss LAWS issues, could focus on analyzing existing international legal norms.

The discussion on the use of explosive weapons in populated areas (EWIPA) is in the focus of our attention. We
are convinced that one has to be cautious when it comes to elaboration of some «political declarations» on the
prohibition of this type of weapons. Such weapons may be later used in order to discredit any military operation
that employs explosive weapons as well as to pigeonhole those weapons into categories of «acceptable» and
«unacceptabley.

Any issues related to use of explosive weapons can be solved through implementation in good faith of already
existing provision of international legal instruments, first of all, of the 1977 Additional Protocol I to the 1949
Geneva Conventions, as well as the active engagement of political and diplomatic means of resolving armed
conflicts. We consider the existing legal regulation sufficient, inter alia in order to neutralize humanitarian risks
associated with the use of this type of weapons. The solution to the problems regarding use of explosive weapons
lies exclusively in the implementation of the already existing norms of IHL in good faith.

We note that the use of improvised explosive devices (IEDs), posing the most significant humanitarian threat in
the modern world, has, unfortunately, only increased over the recent years. The statistics of the Russian
Engineering Troops obtained on the territory of Syria clearly confirms it: a third of all explosive devices
neutralized by our military were precisely IEDs.

Relevant UNGA and UNSC resolutions represent the basis for coordination of international efforts to counter
IEDs. We fully support further discussion of the IEDs topic within the CCW Amended Protocol II. We proceed
from the fact that these efforts should be consistent with the subject and purposes of the Convention.

Mr. Chair,
We attach great importance to the issue of illicit traffic of conventional weapons. We stand for a more efficient
implementation of the UN Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms

and Light Weapons, which aims to reliably curb transfers into illicit trade. This work requires concerted efforts of
the entire international community with the UN playing the central role.
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We pay great attention to the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms as one of the key mechanisms for
ensuring transparency and international security through tracking and detection of destabilizing stockpiles of
arms in some regions of the world. At the same time, we are cautious about attempts of a number of States to
expand the scope of the Register, taking into account the past precedents when this mechanism was used for non-
prescribed purposes, such as by defining the parameters of the arms embargo imposed by the UN SC.

We still believe it is inadvisable to accede to the Arms Trade Treaty in its current form and participate, even as
observers, in official events held under its auspices. We assume that the Treaty-established standards are way
below the Russian ones. The Practical implementation of the Treaty raises serious questions. It is unacceptable
when its individual State Parties continue supplying military products directly or indirectly to the zones of armed
conflicts.

Thank you.
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SINGAPORE

STATEMENT OF THE ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS (ASEAN) FOR THE 76TH
SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY, FIRST COMMITTEE THEMATIC
DEBATE ON CLUSTER FIVE:

OTHER DISARMAMENT MEASURES AND INTERNATIONAL SECURITY

This statement is made on behalf of ASEAN.

2. The COVID-19 pandemic has amplified the importance of new technologies, as many aspects of our daily
lives have moved online. Digital transformation presents tremendous benefits and opportunities for people
everywhere. At the same time, this growing dependency on digital platforms has increased our exposure to cyber-
attacks. The pervasive and constantly evolving nature of cyber threats requires coordinated expertise from
multiple stakeholders across different domains and across borders, to effectively mitigate threats, build trust,
share information, and realise the benefits of technology. No government can deal with the growing
sophistication and transboundary nature of cyber threats alone. Regional collaboration is imperative. To this end,
ASEAN has taken the following steps:

3.  First, ASEAN established a Cybersecurity Coordinating Committee in 2020 to promote cross-sectoral and
cross-pillar cooperation to strengthen cybersecurity in the region. The Coordinating Committee promotes policy
coherence across different sectors, and enhance the alignment of regional cybersecurity policy, while taking into
account national operational considerations of ASEAN Member States. During its inaugural meeting in
November 2020, the Committee welcomed the proposal to develop a Regional Action Plan on the Implementation
of the Norms of Responsible State Behaviour in Cyberspace to facilitate ASEAN Member States prioritising the
implementation of the 11 voluntary, non-binding norms of responsible State behaviour in the use of Information
and Communications Technologies.

4.  Second, ASEAN recognises the importance of continuing dialogue and cooperation, especially during this
pandemic. The 6th ASEAN Ministerial Conference on Cybersecurity (AMCC) was held virtually in October
2021, on the side-lines of the Singapore International Cyber Week. ASEAN Member States also highlighted the
importance of taking practical steps to enhance the cybersecurity of our region, and the urgent need to protect
national and cross-border Critical Information Infrastructure, especially in light of cybersecurity threats posed by
the current COVID-19 pandemic. The 15th ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM) also adopted the
concept paper on ADMM Cybersecurity and Information Centre of Excellence to promote cooperation on
cybersecurity and information, and enhance cooperation against cyber attacks, disinformation and
misinformation.

5. Third, ASEAN will continue coordinating cyber capacity-building programmes to equip ASEAN Member
States with the policy, operational, and technical capacities to implement the 2015 GGE norms, and also to level
up the region’s cyber capacities as a whole. This common goal drives the work of the ASEAN-Singapore
Cybersecurity Centre of Excellence in Singapore and the ASEAN-Japan Cybersecurity Capacity Building Centre
in Thailand.

6. ASEAN reaffirms that international law, in particular the Charter of the United Nations, underpins an open,
secure, stable, accessible, interoperable, and peaceful Information and Communications Technology environment.
In addition to implementing the 11 voluntary, non-binding norms, ASEAN recognises the need to further develop,
on the basis of consensus, voluntary and non-binding norms of responsible State behaviour in cyberspace. In this
regard, ASEAN reaffirms that the UN must continue to play a central role in discussions on cybersecurity, and
that such discussions must remain open and inclusive, where the views of all States are taken into account.
ASEAN welcomes the consensus reports of the Open-Ended Working Group on the Developments in the Field of
Information and Communications Technologies in the Context of International Security (OEWG) and the sixth
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iteration of the UNGGE. ASEAN is pleased that Ambassador Burhan Gafoor of Singapore was elected Chair of
the OEWG (2021-2025). We look forward to meaningful and positive outcomes that will strengthen international
cooperation on this vital issue.

7.  Finally, ASEAN remains committed to working with all stakeholders towards a peaceful, secure, and
resilient cyberspace that will serve as an enabler of economic progress, enhanced regional connectivity, and the
betterment of living standards for all.
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76™ SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY (UNGA76)
FIRST COMMITTEE, OCTOBER 2021
STATEMENT BY SOUTH AFRICA DURING THE THEMATIC DEBATE ON NUCLEAR WEAPONS

Chairperson,

South Africa associates itself with the statements delivered on behalf of the African Group, the Non-Aligned
Movement and the New Agenda Coalition.

Chairperson,

This year we convene for the First Committee Session against the backdrop of the 25th anniversary of the
opening for signature of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, which establish a prohibition on all nuclear
weapons tests. South Africa has always been a strong supporter of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
(CTBT). We strongly associate ourselves with the CTBT’s call for the cessation of all nuclear weapons test
explosions and all other nuclear explosions by constraining the development and qualitative improvement of
nuclear weapons. This distinguishes the CTBT as an effective measure of nuclear disarmament and nuclear non-
proliferation. Sadly, the potential that the CTBT holds for the international community ’s aspirations to free the
world from the ever present threat of nuclear war, will never be realised for as long as the CTBT fails to enter
into force. Even more sadly, it would appear as though some States would not hesitate to delay the entry into
force of the Treaty to serve particular and narrow interests, rather than to take the broader international
community’s interests and aspirations into account.

The atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, demonstrated the devastating humanitarian consequences of
nuclear weapons and reminded us that the United Nations was founded on the principle to save succeeding
generations from suffering the scourge of war, representing a historic opportunity to reaffirm that nuclear
weapons should never be used again and to advance nuclear disarmament

The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), negotiated and adopted by the overwhelming
majority of the Members of the United Nations entered into force on 22 January 2021. This is testimony of the
concerns of the international community with regard to nuclear weapons. It finally bans the only category of
weapon of mass destruction not yet to be subject to a global prohibition, following the example of the existing
conventions proscribing biological and chemical weapons, and it does so with a pronounced humanitarian
approach. We reiterate that the doors into this Treaty have always been open. We take this opportunity to
encourage all States that have not done so, to ratify the TPNW and join the community of nations that are
committed to a world free of nuclear weapons. They have a moral duty to join and we have a moral duty to bring
them in.

Chairperson,

The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) remains the cornerstone for non-proliferation and disarmament and
complimented by other numerous international and regional instruments, such as the CTBT and the TPNW. We,
therefore, attach great importance to the continued validity of the outcomes of the 1995, 2000 and 2010 Review
Conferences, as well as the extensive Action Plan aimed at accelerating the implementation of all Treaty
provisions under the three Treaty pillars. However, urgent action is required to fully implement the commitments
and undertakings entered into at these Review Conferences.

Article VI of the NPT is continually undermined by the weapon modernisation programmes, policy
pronouncements on stockpile increases and a continued reliance on nuclear weapons in security doctrines. Thus,
in this regard, more needs to be done particularly by nuclear weapon States in the area of nuclear disarmament.
South Africa reiterates its belief that concrete progress on these solemn undertakings is essential to the success of
the Tenth Review Conference. We reiterate that the goals of the NPT can never be achieved if it is seen only as a
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means to protect the security concerns of a few countries at the expense of humanity at large. This merely
encourages proliferation, contradicts nuclear disarmament obligations and commitments, and ultimately
undermines the Treaty.

We look forward to the convening of the Tenth NPT Review Conference next year and trust that it will yield all
the desirable outcomes for the sake of humanity.

Chairperson,

It is equally important for a treaty banning the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons and other
nuclear explosive devices to remain a priority for the international community. Such a Treaty should serve both
nuclear non-proliferation and nuclear disarmament objectives and would need to be both credible and feasible. A
ban on the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons would reinforce the ideals enshrined in the NPT and
complement the CTBT, as well as the TPNW.

Finally Chairperson, we once again stress that, nuclear weapons are inhumane weapons, and it is inconceivable
that their use, under any circumstance, could ever be consistent with international law, particularly international
humanitarian law. Nuclear disarmament is not only a legal obligation, but also a moral and ethical imperative. It
is with this in mind that my delegation has the honour to again table for consideration a resolution entitled
“Ethical Imperatives for a world without nuclear weapons” which we hope will again receive wide support.

I thank you

76th SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY (UNGA76)
FIRST COMMITTEE, OCTOBER 2021
STATEMENT BY SOUTH AFRICA DURING THE THEMATIC DEBATE ON OTHER WEAPONS OF
MASS DESTRUCTION

Chairperson,

For my delegation, the total elimination of all weapons of mass destruction remains one of South Africa’s key
foreign policy priorities.

We remain fully committed to the Chemical Weapons Convention and to our obligations as a State Party. We call
upon the States that are not yet part of the Convention to join as soon as possible, as we all have collective
responsibility to ensure a safe world, free of chemical weapons and to uphold the international norm against
chemical weapons established under the CWC.

South Africa supports the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) as the technically
competent international authority in the field of chemical weapons. The CWC States Parties must have full
confidence in its work, including that there should not be political interference. We remain concerned about the
continued polarisation in the OPCW Policy Making Organs, leading to the frequent adoption of decisions through
a vote rather than by consensus as it was the practice in the past. We therefore urge caution in preserving the
integrity of the OPCW as an objective and impartial organisation.

We condemn the use of chemical weapons by anyone, anywhere and under any circumstances. It is imperative
that States are held accountable for any non-compliance with their CWC obligations.

South Africa also underlines the importance of capacity-building and international cooperation for the benefit of
States Parties through the transfer of technology, knowledge, material, and equipment for peaceful purposes. We
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note the progress achieved under the Fifth Phase of the Programme to Strengthen Cooperation with Africa and
welcome the outcomes of the 19th Regional Meeting of National Authorities of African States Parties, as well as
the 3rd Meeting of the Steering Committee. We reiterate the importance of fully funding future phases of this
programme under the regular budget of the OPCW to ensure its sustainability.

South Africa remains resolved to have an OPCW Designated Laboratory that will be able to enhance international
cooperation by performing off-site analysis of chemical samples collected by OPCW inspectors from chemical
production facilities, storage depots and other installations, or from the site of an alleged use of chemical
weapons.

Chairperson,

Greater gender and geographical balance in the workforce of the OPCW Technical Secretariat also remains a
priority. South Africa values the improved gender representation in the organisation, in particular at the senior
level, but also calls for intensified action in order to address the still outstanding geographical balance in the
Organisation, in particular from African States.

Chairperson,

The COVID-19 pandemic has showed the world how vulnerable we all are to the devastating human and
economic consequences of biological threats. The Biological Weapons and Toxin Convention forms an essential
part of the multilateral system dealing with such threats.

South Africa welcomes the work already done in the build-up to the Ninth BTWC Review Conference which
represents an important opportunity to strengthen Convention and its balanced implementation, and we will
continue to work with other State Parties towards this outcome. We note the rich and constructive proposals to
strengthen the Convention as most recently presented during the 2021 BTWC Meeting of Experts and encourage
further consideration of these proposals ahead of the Meeting of State Parties and the upcoming Review
Conference.

We support the NAM position that it is of great importance to strengthen the Convention through the resumption
of the multilateral negotiations on a legally binding Protocol dealing with all Articles of the Convention in a
balanced and comprehensive manner, including through verification measures. The proposal for an Open-Ended
Working Group to elaborate on consensus measures and proposals for a legally binding instrument, offers a good
way forward on this long overdue issue.

In the interim, we believe that BTWC process would benefit from additional, more regular decision-making
points which could inter alia be achieved by mandating the Meeting of State Parties with some decision-making
powers, without prejudice to the central mandate and function of the Review Conferences. We welcome the
proposal to mainstream a gender perspective in the implementation of the Convention, which would bring the
BWTC on par with other UN bodies. South Africa also notes with appreciation the proposal to establish a new
bio-safety agency, but we are of the firm view that the objectives and proposals of this proposal are best pursued
in the context of the Biological Weapons Convention and driven by the Member States of the Convention.

As the primary objective of Article VII of the BTWC is to provide assistance to a State Party that has been
exposed to danger as the result of a violation of the Convention, South Africa welcomes the discussions that have
taken place in the BTWC on operationalizing this Article and will continue to work on its initiative for the
development of voluntary guidelines that can assist State Parties when submitting a request for assistance. South
Africa believes that the information provided in the request for assistance would play a crucial role in assisting
the UNSC to come to a speedy decision. We further believe that the information provided in support of a request
for assistance is voluntary and a prerogative of the requesting State Party. South Africa hopes that support can be
given to this initiative ahead of the 9th BTWC Review Conference in 2022.
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Chairperson,

South Africa also attaches great importance to the United Nations Secretary-General’s Mechanism (UNSGM).
With its unique but well-defined technical mandate to establish the facts regarding alleged chemical or biological
weapon incidents and to report promptly the results of the investigations, the UNSGM exists in harmony with the
chemical and biological weapon instruments and relevant multilateral institutions. We consider the legal situation
of the Mechanism to be clear and unambiguous, and particularly value the fact that this UNGA-established
mechanism is directly available to each Member States when it is needed. We note also that the founding UNGA
resolution 32/37C mandates the Secretary-General “with the assistance of qualified experts provided by
interested Member States, to develop further technical guidelines and procedures available to him for the timely
and efficient investigation of such reports”. In doing so, the UNGA-endorsed technical guidelines and procedures
document provides that the Secretary-General should undertake this task “bearing in mind modifications
proposed by Member States”. While our experts do not find the current technical guidelines and procedures to be
wanting, we will not stand in the way of a process that would allow Member States to propose modifications, in a
coordinated manner, for consideration by the Secretary-General.

Finally, my delegation would like to underscore that the universalisation of the BWC and the CWC is crucial for
the effective eradication of all biological and chemical weapons. We call upon those countries not yet party to
these Conventions to join without further delay.

I thank you.
76th SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY (UNGA76)
FIRST COMMITTEE, OCTOBER 2021
STATEMENT BY SOUTH AFRICA DURING THE THEMATIC DEBATE
ON CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS
Chairperson,

While the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic continues to have devastating and tragic effects around the globe, we
have not been spared from the extraordinary challenges faced across the spectrum of our work in the field of
disarmament, non-proliferation and arms control.

This includes the disruptive impacts in the area of conventional weapons. Despite these damaging effects, we
have made a degree of progress at the international level through UN Conferences, sessions and other events,
during which we were able to, albeit in virtual format for most of us, take stock of or review such developments.

The pandemic has also adversely affected regional conventional arms implementation initiative s in Africa,
obliging us to shift much of our focus and energy from the peace and security agenda to that of combating the
spread of COVID-19. One such a regional initiative is the AU Master Roadmap of Practical Steps for “Silencing
the Guns in Africa by 2020”. In this regard, South Africa wishes to highlight the December 2020 Decision of the
Assembly of Heads of States and Government of the AU to extend the implementation of the AU Master
Roadmap for a period of ten years, from 2021 to 2030, with periodic reviews every two years.

The African Union Master Roadmap identifies a number of obstacles such as the persistence of illicit transfers
and illegal arms transactions as constituting serious threats to the African peace and security agenda. The AU ’s
Roadmap sets out practical and implementable steps that will assist the AU in its pursuit of progress in the
realisation of the ideal of a continent free of violent conflict.
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South Africa remains steadfast in its resolve, together with our fellow African sisters and brothers, and with the
support of the international community, to making concrete progress on the implementation of the AU Master
Roadmap, within the context of the AU’s Agenda 2063.

Chairperson,

South Africa joined others in participating in the recently held Seventh Conference of States Parties (CSP7) to the
Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). One of the stated purposes of the ATT is to contribute to international and regional
peace, security and stability. It is also worth noting that it is only through our full, active and collective
implementation of the Treaty and support to its subsidiary bodies that we can achieve the objectives of the ATT.
Those objectives remain that of setting the highest possible common international standards for regulating or
improving the regulation of the international trade in conventional arms, as well as to prevent and eradicate the
illicit trade in conventional arms and to preclude their diversion.

The Seventh Biennial Meeting of States (BMS7) to Consider the Implementation of the UN Programme of Action
to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects (UNPoA)
can be deemed to have been a resounding success. South Africa is satisfied that the Outcome Document addresses
both the consideration of the national, regional and global implementation of the UNPoA and certain specific
issues that have been gaining momentum in recent years.

The first specific issue that my delegation wishes to mention is on recent developments in small arms and light
weapons manufacturing, technology and design, while the second relates to the growing international calls for the
equal, full and effective participation of women, including in leadership roles in all policy, planning and
implementation processes, mechanisms and fora and at all levels.

Chairperson,

Last month saw the conclusion of the Second Review Conference of States Parties to the Convention on Cluster
Munitions (CCM), with the adoption of the Lausanne Declaration and the Lausanne Action Plan. It is South
Africa’s hope that the Action Plan, which is a political commitment, will lead to the achievement of concrete and
sustainable progress towards the universalisation and implementation of the CCM for the period 2022 to 2026.

The forthcoming Nineteenth Meeting of States Parties to the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention will provide
an opportunity for States Parties to renew their commitments under the Oslo Action Plan, adopted in Oslo at the
Fourth Review Conference of States Parties in December 2019. It is South Africa’s hope that these commitments
can be satisfactorily implemented at the respective national levels.

The Sixth Review Conference of High Contracting Parties to the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons
(CCW) will take place in December 2021. Given the challenges in having structured discussions during the past
18 months, negligible tangible progress has thus far been achieved. Given this situation, South Africa would
support the extension of the existing mandate of the Group of Governmental Experts on lethal autonomous
weapons systems.

Chairperson,

South Africa was a member of the recently concluded Group of Governmental Experts on Ammunition, which
included a major substantive proposal to establish a comprehensive framework to support safe, secure and
sustainable through-life management of ammunition. It is hoped that further work, to be conducted in the form of
an Open-Ended Working Group, will make great strides in preventing both unforeseen explosions and combating
the diversion of ammunition.
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Chairperson,

This year marks the 20th anniversary of the adoption of the UN Programme of Action on small arms and light
weapons (UNPoA). South Africa is thus particularly honoured to introduce, along with our co-authors Colombia
and Japan, the annual draft resolution entitled “The Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its
Aspects”.

Following previous practice, the draft resolution builds on existing commitments and contains certain key recent
developments and conference outcomes. As co-authors, we strive to restrict the text to those issues on which we
believe there to be an emerging consensus or broad agreement. The co-authors regard this so-called omnibus
resolution as the implementation roadmap for future substantive work in furthering the aims of the UN
Programme of Action on small arms and light weapons and the International Tracing Instrument.

Since the co-authors customarily endeavour to obtain consensus on the resolution, we trust that all delegations
will support the text in order to have it adopted without a vote.

In conclusion, Chairperson, we should continue to promote the implementation and universalisation goals of all
the conventions and consensus political agreements on conventional weapons to which we are respectively
committed as States. All of the instruments and their related action plans mentioned in this delegation’s statement
contain commitments, some legally binding, relating to international cooperation and assistance.

However, without converting these commitments made on paper into the provision of concrete and sustained
assistance to States that face many very real implementation challenges, especially developing countries, the full
universalisation of these instruments will remain elusive.

I thank you.

76th SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY (UNGA76)
FIRST COMMITTEE, OCTOBER 2021
STATEMENT BY SOUTH AFRICA DURING THE THEMATIC DEBATE ICT IN THE CONTEXT OF
INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY

Chairperson,

South Africa supported the different strands of work and rich consensus outcomes on ICT in the context of peace
and security that has been achieved in the General Assembly. It is, however, important to now unite behind a
single process and we look forward to the work of the second session of the Open Ended Working Group
(OEWGQG). This will serve as an all-inclusive, single-track for discussing how we can all address the emerging,
complex and pervasive threats to international peace and security in cyberspace.

With the ICT field continually and rapidly evolving, it is unlikely that we will ever reach a point of having a
complete, sustainable response to the opportunities and threats. In view of the significant work already done,
implementation of what we have already agreed on should be an essential element. We therefore welcome efforts
towards the elaboration of a Programme of Action as part of the work going forward. To govern the use of
cyberspace and especially the threats posed to international peace and security, South Africa also supports the
applicability of international law and specifically the United Nations Charter in its entirety.

Despite the real threats, the positive economic and social opportunities that can be derived from ICTs should not
be overshadowed by the malicious use of these technologies. To achieve sustainable international responses and
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harness these opportunities, it remains essential to bridge the digital and gender divides, which will be key to
building resilience while at the same time fostering greater development.

South Africa remains concerned by the growing threat of cyber-attacks on critical infrastructure and critical
information infrastructure. While we believe we should confront these threats through greater cooperation and the
development of best practice mechanisms, these efforts should support national priorities and efforts to identify
and designate such infrastructure. States, especially developing countries, are all at varying positions of risk
given the varying capacities of States to respond to the threats posed by malicious acts in cyberspace. Capacity
building is critical in bringing States on par for the betterment of the security of global cyberspace, as this is truly
a global challenge that requires global solutions.

We believe that the engagement of all relevant actors including civil society and the private sector to both
understand the nature of these threats and to cooperate and adequately address, across all of society, the threats
posed by both State and non-State actors, will enrich this Member State-driven process.

I thank you.

76th SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY (UNGA76)
FIRST COMMITTEE, OCTOBER 2021
STATEMENT BY SOUTH AFRICA DURING THE THEMATIC DEBATE ON THE DISARMAMENT
MACHINERY

Chairperson,

The disarmament machinery plays an essential part to achieve the world envisaged in the Charter of the United
Nations and in the current global environment. It is therefore essential for the disarmament machinery
components to be able to fulfil their respective mandates. We remain concerned that neither the Conference on
Disarmament nor the Disarmament Commission were able to engage in substantive work since our last session.
At the same time, we note the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons was negotiated and adopted by the
General Assembly. We also note that the Open-Ended Working Group mechanism is increasingly being
considered to take key issues forward and we support the fact that these are inclusive, transparent and consensus
based. While we support the disarmament machinery, there is no gainsaying in recognizing that both these
negotiating or deliberative avenues have created space to give effect to the aspirations of a majority of States
long frustrated elsewhere in the procedurally and often politically deadlocked disarmament machinery. These
observations lead my delegation to ask whether this is not a Special Session on Disarmament (SSOD) moment, a
time to holistically revisit and revitalise the disarmament machinery to meet the demands and opportunities of
this millennium?

Chairperson,

We share the frustration and concerns of many Member States about the inaction in the Conference on
Disarmament (CD) in 2021 which did not meet expectations for an end to the protracted impasse,

notwithstanding the challenges posed by the prevailing COVID-19 pandemic. South Africa remains committed to
a functioning Conference on Disarmament that is mandated to negotiate multilateral disarmament instruments
and it is regrettable that in the 25 years that South Africa and 22 other countries were admitted as members of this
body has not discharged its basic mandate with the exception being the negotiations on the CTBT.

The inability of the CD to deliver on its responsibility as the “single multilateral disarmament negotiating forum”
ranks high amongst the serious challenges facing international disarmament, non-proliferation and arms control
efforts.

21-18117 203/246



A/C.1/76/INF/5

Chairperson,

We therefore urgently need to attend to the current state of the Conference on Disarmament. We can no longer
engage in the repetitive past activities that have not brought the Conference closer to an agreement on a
Programme of Work. This has distracted the CD from starting negotiations and in so doing, effectively turn the
Conference into a deliberative body as opposed to a negotiating forum, while creating the illusion that
substantive work is being done. We have said many times before that this continued impasse is not sustainable, it
is also diminishing the credibility of the Conference and will increasingly affect the relevance and stature of the
CD.

Chairperson,

South Africa regrets that the United Nations Disarmament Commission was again not able to conduct substantive
work in 2021. As the deliberative body in the disarmament machinery, the UNDC is uniquely placed to find much
needed common ground.

Chairperson,

Despite these challenges, my delegation is encouraged by the work of the United Nations Institute for
Disarmament Research (UNIDIR) and we would like to commend the institute for conducting high quality
independent research and convening timely discussions on issues within the field of disarmament. The current
geo-political environment requires such innovative perspectives and enhanced dialogues that can respond to our
collective security concerns.

In this context, my delegation joins the call to ensure the equal engagement and meaningful participation of
women across multiple disarmament fora. Prioritising a gender perspective into disarmament and international
security discussions expands our knowledge and understanding of challenges, with a view to greater progress in
disarmament.

I thank you, Chairperson.
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Written Statement
Submitted by Thailand
Thematic Discussion on Nuclear Weapons
of the First Committee, Seventy-Sixth Session
of the United Nations General Assembly

1.  Thailand aligns itself with the statement submitted on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).

2. Thailand’s long history of support for nuclear disarmament is based on our belief that nuclear weapons pose
a fundamental danger to our collective security, and on the unacceptable humanitarian consequences that a
nuclear war would cause, including the disproportionate impact on the health of women and girls and the
environment.

3. Member States are sending a clear message that nuclear weapons represent an existential threat to humanity
and the total elimination of nuclear weapons is the only way to guarantee against their use and threat of use. This
is well reflected by swift entry into force of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW).

5. As we plan for the First Meeting of States Parties, we would like to encourage all parties, States Parties and
non-States Parties alike, to participate in the meeting, so that all sides can work together on this issue of
particular importance. Thailand strongly believes that both the TPN'W and the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT), which remain the cornerstone of nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation, share the common
goal of a world free of nuclear weapons. We call on all States Parties to the NPT to renew their commitments
towards the full implementation of the Treaty, in particular Article VI and urge all parties to work in good faith
towards the success of the 10th NPT Review Conference.

6.  Thailand also places utmost importance to the universal adherence to the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban
Treaty (CTBT). In this regard, we join others in urging the Annex 2 States to join the Treaty so that the Treaty’s
entry into force may finally be realized. At the same time, Thailand places utmost importance to promoting
peaceful use of nuclear energy and the International Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA) important work.

7. As depositary of the Southeast Asia Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty (Bangkok Treaty), Thailand
reiterates our commitment to preserve Southeast Asia as a zone free of nuclear weapons and all other weapons of
mass destruction as enshrined in the ASEAN Charter and the Bangkok Treaty. We call on the Nuclear Weapon
States to sign and ratify the Treaty’s protocol at the earliest. We also continue to support to the ongoing efforts
toward the establishment of such a zone in the Middle East.

8.  The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and a denuclearized Korean Peninsula remains of crucial
significance for the maintenance of peace not only for those regions but beyond. We call upon the involved
parties to continue to cooperate in good faith.

9.  Nuclear weapons are inhumane weapons and could never be justified under any circumstances. Not only is
nuclear disarmament a legal obligation, it is also a moral and ethical imperative. On our part, Thailand will
continue to play a constructive role and work closely with all parties towards the common goal of eliminating
nuclear weapons once and for all.
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Written Statement
Submitted by Thailand
Thematic Discussion on Other Weapons of Mass Destruction
of the First Committee, Seventy-Sixth Session
of the United Nations General Assembly

1. Thailand aligns itself with the statements made by Indonesia on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM), and by Lao PDR on behalf of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).

2. Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMDs) are among the most serious threats in the history humankind, and
their existence continues to jeopardize the maintenance of international peace and security. Thailand believes that
global security can only be achieved through the elimination of all WMDs.

3. Inrecent years, the world has witnessed a number of incidents that point to the growing threat of biological
and chemical weapons such as the confirmed use of chemical weapons in different parts of the world. Preventing
the proliferation of these weapons requires determined efforts and commitment of the international community.

4.  On biological weapons, the cooperation under the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) framework
remains a key element to address the weapons’ proliferation. The current pandemic has demonstrated us how vital
it is for international community to be collectively prepared and build up the capacity to respond to biological
threats. In this regard, Thailand fully supports the strengthening of the BWC with a legally -binding verification
protocol to the Treaty. Thailand believes that this is essential and timely for full and effective management of
such harmful material.

5. As a State Party to the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC), Thailand opposes the use of chemical
weapons in any circumstances. Thailand fully supports inspection and verification of any alleged use of chemical
weapons, as they are an integral part of the effective and transparent implementation of the CWC. Thailand,
therefore, commends the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) for carrying out its
work under the very difficult circumstances during the pandemic time.

6.  Thailand would like to reiterate its continued commitment towards the obligations under the CWC. Our
National Authority, the Department of Industrial Works, under the Ministry of Industry of Thailand, continues to
exert utmost efforts in adopting necessary measures to implement our obligations, including by: strengthening the
export control system; performing on-site inspections; submitting annual declarations; and revising the National
Chemicals Inventory on a regular basis.

7.  We welcome the progress on the destruction of chemical weapons stockpiles, especially the report by
OPCW that currently more than 98.7% of world chemical weapons stockpiles have been destroyed. We call on all
States Parties to continue to live up to their commitments, and intensify efforts in the destruction of remaining
stockpiles.

8.  Effective implementation of Security Council Resolution 1540 is one of the tools to help us to prevent
WMDS from falling into the wrong hands. Thailand urges Member States to pay particular attention to the
control over dual-use items. On our part, the Thai authorities have been updating relevant legislation to
effectively control dual-use items and the transfer of technology, while enhancing interactions with the private
sector.

9.  Lastly, Thailand wishes to reiterate its commitment to non-proliferation and disarmament of all WMDs, and
urges all parties to cooperate and uphold their commitments in order to accomplish our collective goal of
international peace and security, and the well-being for all.
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Written Statement
Submitted by Thailand
Thematic Discussion on Conventional Weapons
of the First Committee, Seventy-Sixth Session
of the United Nations General Assembly

1.  Thailand aligns itself with the statement submitted on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).

2. Thailand would like to reiterate its firm commitment to full and effective control of conventional w eapons.
The issue on conventional weapons control is multi-faceted, as they are explicitly linked with international peace
and security, as well as sustainable development and humanitarian aspects. The destructiveness of the weapons
lies not in their size, but in their widespread use and relatively easy access. Therefore, the control of such
weapons have much greater positive impact on human lives and well-being than generally perceived.

3. On our part, Thailand wishes to share our perspective and update the Committee on our as follows:

4.  Thailand continues to be affected by anti-personnel landmines, therefore, mine action is an urgent and
important priority for us. As a State Party to the Mine Ban Convention, Thailand has put its utmost efforts to
mine clearance operations in order to fulfill our commitments under the Convention, and in line with the Oslo
Action Plan. To date, Thailand has cleared and released more than 95 percent of the mine contaminated area.

5. This year, Thailand is also honoured to be serving as the Chair of the Committee on Victim Assistance
under the framework of the Convention. Thailand is of the view that victim assistance should be placed as one of
the top priorities for States Parties, and that its work should be carried out in synergy with other frameworks, in
order to ensure that such assistance is in line with the principles of inclusiveness and non-discrimination.

6.  The illicit use and transfer of conventional weapons continue to pose serious threat not only to the
international peace and security in the context of armed conflicts, but also by fuelling violence and conflict and
potentially exacerbating human rights violations. The UN Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and
Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects (the UN PoA), although not
legally-binding, is a very essential multilateral framework that continues to strengthen States’ efforts in
combating illicit arms smuggling and arms proliferation. The UN PoA continues to guide Thailand in its national
efforts in response to the illicit trade and diversion of small arms and light weapons (SALWs).

7. In this regard, Thailand welcomes the constructive outcome document of the Seventh Biennial Meeting of
States (BMS7) to consider the Implementation of the UN PoA, held in July this year. The outcome lays down
practical steps for States in dealing with new challenges from SALWs, as the world is facing more sophisticated
methods of arm smuggling, as well as new technologies, such as 3D printing.

8. Conventional weapons can pose a serious threat if they fall into wrong hands. Thailand continues to uphold
the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT), as a multilateral instrument to combat illegal arms trade and transfer. We are
working towards Treaty’s ratification, and while pursuing this goal, Thailand is taking all necessary measures to
prevent, combat and eradicate illicit flow of arms. It is our shared responsibility to work together to strengthen its
control regime and to ensure that the ATT lives up to its humanitarian mandate.

9.  Addressing conventional weapons issues requires concerted efforts of all parties. One State alone cannot
succeed in working towards the achievement of international peace and security. Thailand would like to reaffirm
its unwavering commitment to disarmament and non-proliferation of conventional weapons. We stand ready to
work closely, and build on the constructive partnerships, with all parties to address the challenges that are lying
ahead in these areas.
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Written Statement
Submitted by Thailand
Thematic Discussion
on Other Disarmament Measures and International Security
of the First Committee, Seventy-Sixth Session
of the United Nations General Assembly

1. Thailand associates itself with the statement submitted on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and
ASEAN.

2. Thailand wishes to speak on a subject of great importance to us: the issue of security in the field of
Information and Communications Technology (ICT). ICT is extrinsically linked to every aspect of our lives,
while its impact on global affairs undoubtedly continues to grow. Cybersecurity threats are not just a danger to
international peace and security — but also to humanity. As we have seen during the pandemic, it is important to
protect our critical infrastructures (CI) and critical information infrastructures (CII), particularly healthcare
facilities, against malicious cyber activities. Urgent attention and cooperation are thus required to ensure that
everyone can safely and fairly enjoy the benefits of ICT.

3. The Group of Governmental Experts (GGE) and the Open-ended Working Group (OEWG) present essential
arenas for Member States to engage on the issue of cybersecurity, which we should utilize to their fullest
potential. Thailand is of view that the consultations under the GGE and the OEWG complement each other as
they help strengthen cooperation among Member States and stakeholders.

4. In this light, Thailand welcomes the fruitful conclusion of the previous OEWG and the adoption, by consensus,
of its report, which provides further elaboration on the voluntary, non-binding norms of responsible State
behaviour.

As divergence in views among Member States remains, it is best that we exert flexibilities with an aim to forge
further mutual understanding and pave the way forward on this critical issue during the 2021 — 2025 term of the
OEWG.

5. Thailand fully adheres to the voluntary, non-binding norms of responsible State behaviour. To this end, we
believe that assistance through capacity-building are necessary to enable Member States with different levels of
capacity to effectively uphold these norms. Thailand therefore urges Member States in the position to do so to
provide capacity-building programmes to those in need, in a transparent, holistic and multi-disciplinary manner,
while taking into account specific needs and contexts.

6. Confidence-building Measures (CBMs) are a crucial tool for promoting trust and preventing conflicts in
cyberspace. On our part, Thailand is working closely with other ASEAN Member States to establish CBMs at the
regional level, and encouraging this practice at a global scale.

7. Thailand joins the global community in the efforts to address the threats emanating from the malicious use of
ICT, which is likely to pose risks to international peace and security for years to come. We stand ready to
cooperate in all relevant frameworks in order to attain constructive outcomes in the area of cybersecurity.
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Statement by the United States
Thematic Discussion on Nuclear Weapons

Thank you, Mr. Chairman,

Since the early 1990s, each U.S. administration has conducted a Nuclear Posture Review (NPR) to review U.S.
nuclear weapons policies and posture. The Biden-Harris Administration is no different. The latest review began
in July and is ongoing. While it is too early to share any conclusions, the direction provided by the President is
clear:

. We will address the existential threat posed by nuclear weapons;
. We will head off costly arms races and re-establish U.S. credibility as a leader in arms control;
. We will take steps to reduce the role of nuclear weapons, while ensuring the U.S. strategic deterrent remains

safe, secure, and effective and that U.S. extended deterrence commitments to our allies remain strong and
credible;

. We will engage in meaningful dialogue with Russia and the People’s Republic of China (PRC) in pursuit of
additional risk reduction and arms control measures; and

. We will work with our allies and partners to address the threats posed by Iran and the DPRK.

None of these should be a surprise as they reflect the general path the United States has taken for decades. The
number of U.S. nuclear weapons has steadily, sometimes dramatically, decreased since a peak total in 1967.

In line with our obligations under Article VI of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT),
we are committed to working in good faith towards progress on nuclear disarmament. To continue our leadership
and commitment to confidence building in the NPT review process, the United States has released its aggregate
numbers of active and inactive warheads in the U.S. nuclear weapons stockpile from 2018-2020. The historical
release of our stockpile numbers demonstrates our commitment to transparency. These numbers demonstrate that
we have reduced our nuclear weapons stockpile by approximately 88% from its maximum in 1967. The U.S.
stockpile in 2020 totaled 3,750 warheads. In addition, approximately 2,000 warheads are retired and awaiting
dismantlement. The United States is taking tangible steps to demonstrate our transparency and to bolster the
global non-proliferation regime, and we call on Russia and the PRC to also commit to transparency and provide
the same data on their stockpiles as we have released.

But creating a safer and more secure world is not solely about numbers. It is also about actions that reduce risk,
lessen the potential for misunderstanding and miscalculations, and enhance stability. That is why in its first days,
the Biden-Harris Administration worked with Russia to extend the New START Treaty for the maximum five
years provided for in the treaty, ensuring its limits, transparency, and verification mechanisms provide
predictability and a firm foundation while we seek additional arms control measures with Russia. To that end we
have embarked on a Strategic Stability Dialogue with Russia to lay the groundwork for such measures.

The United States has made clear its concerns about Russia’s nuclear future. Russia’s arsenal—similar to that of
the United States—is significantly smaller than it was in the days of the Cold War. But unlike the United States,
Russia is adding to its arsenal novel nuclear-armed strategic weapons, including nuclear-powered systems, that
are not subject to New START limits. In addition it has violated the INF Treaty to produce, test, and field a
prohibited intermediate-range missile; and is projected to grow its arsenal of some 1,000 to 2,000 non-strategic
nuclear weapons—a category of weapons that the United States has reduced to a minimum.
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The United States questions why Russia is doing these things. Particularly given that President Putin recently
reaffirmed with President Biden in June the principle that a nuclear war cannot be won and must never be fought.
The United States has made clear that even the use of a single nuclear weapon would change the nature of a
conflict and risk further escalation.

At the same time, the PRC is building a larger, more diverse nuclear arsenal than the “minimum deterrent” it has
touted for decades. This rapid build-up has become more difficult to hide and highlights how the PRC is
deviating from decades of nuclear strategy based around minimum deterrence. These advances highlight why it
is in everyone’s interest that nuclear powers talk to one another directly about reducing nuclear dangers and
avoiding miscalculation. We encourage Beijing to engage with us on practical measures to reduce the risks of
destabilizing arms races and conflict. The United States, the Soviet Union, and now the Russian Federation have
pursued such measures for decades, because finding ways to prevent war is the responsible course. We believe
the PRC should be doing the same.

In addition to constructing new ICBM fields, the PRC is pursuing novel nuclear-powered delivery systems. The
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) is also fielding a strategic bomber for its nascent nuclear triad, and developing
an array of other nuclear strike capabilities, including low-yield weapons and hypersonic weapons. Since 2017,
the PLA has also conducted exercises involving launch-on-warning, and now has deployed at least one satellite

into orbit for this posture.

All of which indicate the PRC is steering in a direction toward greater instability and nuclear dangers. That is not
a destination where the United States wants to end up. This is why it is in everyone’s interest that nuclear powers
talk to one another directly about reducing nuclear dangers and avoiding miscalculation.

Actions, however, can say more than words at times. The United States has joined the other P5 states, with the
exception of the PRC, in declaring and adhering to a moratorium on fissile material production. In addition, the
United States continues to support the immediate commencement of negotiations on a Fissile Material Cut-off
Treaty (FMCT) on the basis of consensus and with the participation of all key states. Ending the production of
fissile material for use in nuclear weapons would constrain the future growth of nuclear weapons stockpiles and
therefore is one of the essential steps toward the ultimate goal of a world without nuclear weapons.

Our commitment to nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation remains steadfast. We support the Comprehensive
Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) and are committed to working to achieve its entry into force, recognizing the
significant challenges that lie ahead in reaching this goal. In line with the goals of the CTBT, the United States
continues to observe its zero-yield nuclear explosive testing moratorium and calls on all states possessing nuclear
weapons to declare or maintain such a moratorium. Maintaining the international norm against nuclear explosive
testing remains in the interest of all nations.

The United States has engaged in a number of initiatives designed to cooperatively improve the environment for
addressing future nuclear disarmament. The International Partnership for Nuclear Disarmament Verification
(IPNDV) brings together states with and without nuclear weapons under a cooperative framework to further
understanding of the complex challenges involved in the verification of nuclear disarmament.

Another such effort, the Creating an Environment for Nuclear Disarmament (CEND) initiative, brings together a
geographically and politically diverse group of states with and without nuclear weapons to facilitate further
progress on nuclear disarmament by identifying ways to overcome aspects of the security environment that
impede such progress. CEND continues to be a unique and valuable forum for states to develop practical
recommendations designed to point the way to real and sustainable progress on disarmament. The United States
recognizes that arms control itself can and should contribute to improving the security environment.
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All of these measures are prime examples of U.S.-supported “effective measures” that help to create the
environment for future nuclear disarmament and are an important demonstration of our commitment to such
disarmament, built upon the solid foundation of the NPT.

Mr. Chairman,

We face a number of difficult challenges in key regions of the world. The United States remains prepared to
engage in diplomacy with the DPRK toward our objective of the complete denuclearization of the Korean
Peninsula. Our offer remains to meet without preconditions. Our policy calls for a calibrated, practical approach
that is open to, and will explore diplomacy with the DPRK to make tangible progress that increases the security
of the United States, our allies, and our deployed forces. The U.S. commitments to the defense of the Republic of
Korea (ROK) and Japan remain ironclad.

Regarding Iran, we will continue our sincere efforts toward a mutual return to compliance with JCPOA
commitments. The United States, our allies, and partners have been steadfast in pursuing a path of meaningful
diplomacy with Iran, and we have made clear that if Iran commits to a mutual return to compliance, the United
States is prepared to provide sanctions relief in accordance with the terms of the deal. However, we have also
made clear that Iran’s continued nuclear escalations are unconstructive and inconsistent with its stated goal of
returning to mutual compliance with the JCPOA and will not provide Iran any negotiating leverage. This only
raises the importance of robust verification, which remains the foundation of any lasting deal, and the IAEA plays
a central role in that. We are deeply troubled by Iran’s failure to live up to its Joint Statement commitments from
Director General Grossi’s September trip to Tehran, and in particular its refusal to allow IAEA inspectors to
reinstall monitoring equipment at Karaj. In addition, we continue to urge Iran to cooperate with the IAEA to
resolve outstanding safeguards questions about possible undeclared nuclear material and activities.

To address these challenges and respond to other nuclear proliferation challenges wherever they may arise, we
must all support the IAEA’s critical role in applying safeguards to verify that states are not diverting nuclear
material or pursuing clandestine nuclear programs. This builds confidence that makes possible the thriving
international cooperation on peaceful uses of nuclear energy, science, and technology. The IAEA Additional
Protocol, combined with a comprehensive safeguards agreement, has become the de facto safeguards standard;
we can all help make it the unive