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In the year which marks the fifteenth anniversary of the signing of the

Charter) the United Nations is more at the center of the international debate

than perhaps ever before. Much of what is said is critical~ However, tnis is

not a sign of weakness. An organization which does not meBn anything as a

prom~_se or as a challenge is forgotten or lingers on as a conventional element

in the world picture.

Fifteen years ago, at the end of the holocaust of the Second World War) at

the end. of the tyranny of Nazi and fascist rUle, the world looked with gr-eat hope

toward the futur0. The United Nations was born out of this hope and Was inspired

by expectations of a bright future. Today, s~adows fall again heavily over the

political scene, and the Organization has reached a stage where it has to prove

its value in a divid.l;.d i'rorld) reducing tensions)' forestalling frictions and

providing r,'erms by T,;::.ich we ~an find our way to a future of peace in freedom

for ell.

T:-le United Nations stands today strengthened by the dramatic approach to

unive:r;Jalit.y, still there are gaps, regrettable gaps. However, for the first

time -che A:i.'rican world has now reached a representation in t.l~e Organization which

makes its voice strongly heard. These new nations wish to bUild a life of progress

in full independence. They look to the United Nations for moral, political and

economic support. Such support can be given if all the other Members use the

Organization to its full capacity, loyal to its principles and in subordination to

its aims. In that direction lies our nest hope for a world in which every nation

can make its full contribution and fully realize its potentialities in the service

[ of its people.
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