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vIe are glad that "I:;;here is a Cambridge, as a fact and a:sa·syrGboJ.. ,We are proud

and grateful, indeed" 1'.0"1 to be counted among its alumni •..

Mr. Chancellor) Mr. Vice ..Chancellor, My Lords,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

He meet in a time of peace "hicb is no peace, in a time of technical achievement

'Which threatens its ol-1.n musters ,71th destruction.

We meet in a time."711en the ideas evoked in our' minds by 'the term trhumanityll

have s,d tcheo. to a tu~bulent political ,,1'e61i ty from the hopefUl :dreams of our

predecessQrs,

The "rideriing .of' our political horizons to embrace' in a Dei, sense the

"'hole of the· world" should have me8nt a~ approach 'to the ideal sung in

To r.eturn. to Cambridge is to e2{perience again the quiet shength of tradition

.and t4e. vitality of spiri.t ,-lhich l'tave borne this University through the ages.

He, whom you l:cve/·borourec1 in the beautiful cel~emony thJsmorning, \lill l'emeinber

this d,ay with pride and joy. He express to you our at~el? gratitude for tlle

privilege v7hich you have had us share.

You. Will, I hope, permit me to add a perspnal note. I came oyer ~ ss· a student,

to thi.s UniversHy. .\Jpat I learneCl from my friends here and from teachers like

Lord Key-nes has meant very m\Jch for me cnd makes rue cherish th~e hOl1OJ:ar;), degr~e YO\l ..

have giyen me ~).so as a nymbol of a retmion with a sehooJ. of learning which has'

al\-lays held a special place of honour in my heart.

The. name of Carnbr i dge stands fOl' one of the proudeGt traCii ticns of the

Western world,. a tradition and an ideal of the search for truth and the ma:i,nta~ning·

of spiritual freedom\ Its task as a seat of learning and a center of research is
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.8chiller's "Ode to Joy", but it has, paradoxically, led to new conf'J.icts and to

ne"W difficulties to establish even simple human contact and communication.

Korea, China, Indonesia, F~slunir, Palestine, Hungary, North Africa.

There are fires all aroun.d the horizon, and they are not fires announcing peace.

More perturbing than all these smoldering or barely controlled conflicts are the

. main underl~ring tendencies, 'v!}ich we all know on:i.~r too well and Which preoccupy

our minds and darken our hopes.

We may well rejoice' in having taken the first steps towards the establishment

of an inter1l8,tional democracy of peoples, bringing all nations - irrespective

of history, size or '-lealth- toge'char on an equal basis as pa:rtners in the vast

ventut'e of creating a true world cOlmilunity. But we have taken only the first

steps, and. they haye o:ften proved patnful. There is a maturit;y of mind required

of those who give up rights. There is a maturity of mind required of those

Who aCCluire ne,q rights. let us hOlle that, to an j.ncreasing extent, the necessary

spiritual qualities will be shown on all sides.

Today we are in the middle of this development and, naturally, we tend

to judge it from the viewpoint of our Ovn.l past and our own im;nediat.e interests.

ThiS may explain Why mnny rim; SllO'l-1 reactions which seem to reflect a kind of

despair of Hestern civ:i.lizat:i.on. But, where is the reason for such defeatism?

Is it not possi~le to establish and maintain a spiritual leadership, Whatever

the changGs in. other respects?

Our lives tGday are co10ured, first of all, by the long and bitter strife

between the Western world with its traditional ideals, and a new power blOC,

grown out of the great revolutions after the First World War and repr·esenting
,

views of society and of mants place in society, different from ours although

partly inspired by thil1kers of the West. However, this is not the place to

comment on that strife and the harassing political problel.'1s to which it

gives rise.

The conflict between different approaches to the liberty .of man and

mind or between different views, of human dignity and the right of the

individual is continuous. The dividing line goes within ourselves, within

our a~1 peoples and also within other nations. It does not coincide with

any Jlolitical or geographical boundaries. The ultimate fight is one between

the human and the sub-human. We are on dangerousgroul1d if we believe that

any individue,l, any nation or any ideology has a monopoly on rightness,

liberty and human dignity.
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\f..len we fully recog'.llZe this and translate our insight into ,<lords and.

~ction, we may ~160 be able to re-establi$h full h\man contact and communications

across geographical and political bow1daries, and to get out of a public debate

which often seems to be inspired mO:;"e by a wish to impress than by a will to

understand and to be understood.

This genex'atiol1 can boast of scientific achievements, the scope of which

goes beyond the swu of what had come out of scientific l"eSearc!1 ~p to our days.

In laboraGories here in Camb~idge and many of its sister institutions Rutherfords

and Dire,cs - may the names of these two Cambridge men of different generations

be permitted to represent them all - have laid the basis on which the

potenti.alities hidden in natter have now been explored uJ? to a :point where the

use of nuclear energy has become a practical reality.

Parall.el wit.h this development - and also in this case, ironically enough, .

pa,rtly as a by-product of war efforts - we see the begiUl1.ing of a penetration

into outer spa.ce, With all the possibiJ7 ities for new' progress and l'leW difficulties

which this entails.

May it be enou@1 to recall here how,. through these achievements, doors

that were locked have been brol{en open to neio1 p:..'osperity or to new holocatists.

Warning words 8bout how the development of social orgallizatiOl')., al1d how the

growth of moral maturity in the emerging mass ciYilizations, has lagged behind

the technical and scientific progress, have been repeated so otten as to sound.

hackne·yed - and to make us forget that they are true.

What, t11en, is ~ong? Why is it that a situation with so many achievements

both in the poiitical and in the technical fields should lend itself to comments

of this kind? The reasons, of course, are many and complicated. I V1CSS that

we, all of us, may have developed our oWllviewson What has led up to the

lll,'esent situation.

It is easy to turn the responsibility over to others or, perbaps, to

seek explanations j.n some kind of laws of history. It is less easy to look

for the reasons Within ours~lves or in a field where we, all of us, carry a

major responsibility. However, such a search is necessary, because finally

it is only witb.in ourselves and in such fields that we can hope, by our own

actions, to make a valid contribution to a turn of the trend of events.
/ ....
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With your' pe:'''lllission, I would in this context l:!.ke to quote one of

the influential thinkers of our time, whose personal history an~ ~ational

experience have given him a vautage point of significance.

In an address in Carnegie Hall in New York, in 1952, Martin Buber had

the follo~4ing to say:

t1 There have ahi3.Ys been countless s1 tuatinns in which a. man believes

his life-interest dE'!Llands ti:1Cl,t he 8uspect the nther of making it r..is object

to appear other;.rlse than he ts In our time something basically

different has been added ..... One no longer merely fears that the other

will voluntarily di.sseruble, but one takes it for granted that he cannot do

otherWise ..... The o·t;l:er comu!'.icates to me the :p(;rspec"~ive that he has

acquirec1 on a ce:rta:in sub,4ect, but I do not ~..e'3.':.ly tal:e cog."Jizar..ce of his

ccrrmunica:.oion as knmrledge. I do not take it sp'l'iously as a contribution

to the informat.iuu about this subject, but rat~ler I listen for ~rhat

drives the other to sat what he says fo!' 811 un~ursd ous mot::'ve

Since it is the idea. 01' the 'Jthel', it is for me an lIitleology ll. My main

task in my intercourse with m;:/ fellow-man becomes rnor~ and more

to see through and unmask him ..... With this c11anged ba::;ic attitude

the mtsliTust between man and. man b.as become ei:istential. This is so indeed

in a d.oQ'bll2l s~nse: It is first of all, no longer the uprightness, the

honesty of th~ other wh:i.ch j s in question, but the ir_'1er integrity of his

eXistence its81f ..... Ni:::tzsche k...'1ew 'vhat he Yi'aS doing ';Then he praised

tha I art of mistrust t, a.nd yet he cUd not Imow. For this game naturally

only becomes complete as it becomes reciprocal ..... Hence one may foresee

in the future a degree of reciprocity in eXistential mistrust where speech

will t"l.~rn into dumbness and sense into madness".

I excuse myself for having quoted at such length from this speech.

I have done so because out of the depth of his feelings Martin Buber has

found expressions which it would be vain for me to try to improve.

If I have wanted, on this occasion, to draw attention to the aspect

of the troubles of our time to which the quoted words have given such an

impelling expression, this is because it is in a basic "Tay related to the

tasks and the spirit of an institution like this University.

/ ...
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Scientists of gehius, working here and in othe~ research centers

around the world, have made a unique contribution to progress, prosperity

and peace. If their e.chievements have been turned to uses sometimes

very far from their original intentions, it is not their fa~lt. Nor is

it the fault of their colleagues in the fields of theology, law, medicine,

history and philosophy, or other bra~ches of humane letters, if their

contributions hl?ve not sufficed to c:>:'eate such psychological and political

safeguards as H01..lld gHarantee that the achievements of science be tu:r:ned

to man t s benefit and not to his dest:cuction.

;' But all of us, iu whatever field of intellectual acUvHy we work,
I

influence to some deg~ee the spiritual trend of our time. All of us may

contribute co the bl'eal~down of the 'Halls of distrust and -GovTard checking

f~tal tendeneies in the diraction of' stale confo:rmism and propaganda.

gow can this be done better or mere effectively than by simple faithfulness

to the independ~nce of the spirit and to the right of the free man to free

thinking and free expression of his thoughts. So, attitudes in line with

the liberal traditions of this University emerge as a deeply signi£icant

element also in our efforts to master the political difficulties.

I have used strong ,verds, but they reflect deep concern. For soneone

active primarily in the field of international politics it is today natural

to appeal to the spirit for which Cambridge may be taken as a symbol.

Deeprooted conflicts which have run their course all through history and

seemed to reach a new culmination before and during the Second \Iorld itlar,

continue. And destructive forces which have alwaYEl been with us make

themselves felt in new forms. They represent, now as before, the greatest

challenge man has to face.


