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At 'the mddle of our rCl.d tX.lt·ough the regular annual Eles6j.(n~ of the General

Assembly we celebrate United Nations nay. St1l1at the beginning of the road of

th,=, United. Nations itself, we meet today G.gsJn in this hell. '

The nine years that have paseedeinoe the coming into force of the .Charter

me.y have provided us with experience sufficient .to SSl"VS as a basis for inlprov'e~'

menta in the machinery Bet up by the Cl~rter. However, the United Nationa ie not

just machinery, an il".animate neohanf.sra, the v/),lue of which is determined. by the

efficiency of its constructional de·~alla. The United Nations is a. living organism
I .

whose health and. streng'~h are det-ermined by those using it and bhoae serv Ing it.

It will be a long time before this living organism can be said. to have reached

rnattU~lty. The United Nations ie otHl in its Infancy , exposed to the dangers, un­

certainties and doubts of that period of life.

So that the United Nations may develop as an organls,m holding together the

peoples of the world in a cOInmqneffort to preserve :peace and create better oondi ..

t10ns for all, ·those using it, while pursuing their own national atms , must be

guided in their actions as'members of the Organization by the universal objectiv'es

to whioh they have pledged themselves in the Charter. And t~ose serving the Or­

ganization, while pursuing Wholeheartedly the Bame universal objectives, must keep

an open mind towards the spec'.:;,:;' problems of all nations. Th:l.s can be done while

rel'l'.laining fully faithful to our mm na~ional and oultural tradhiona. Indeed,

without these, we 'Wou,ld be without roots in a "l'Orld that is still too wide for uo

to embrace with the sentiments we r-eserve for our own homelanda.

This day is a reminder Of our duty to look beyoni national boundaries to

univereal needs. For us, who use or serve the United Nations, it is also a day'

'When we renew our pledge to devaLop 'this Organ:tzation inspired and gUided by our

duty both to our own countries and to the oommunity of natdonu,



A great poet of the last century ventured. the :paradox that HTo succead is

to realize what 18 possible,1F ire have not ye~ fathomed the poaa1bilities of

building, in cooperation, a worl& of ordsr. In that aenoe we have not yet 6UC~

caeded. The effort of mankind to realize tte poosible~ never cease. Our

effort to succeed roo.y never cellOO.
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* * *
You have four hoets here tMa afternoon. The warm velcome that I extend to

you i8 on behalf of us all. I am afraid that there are too many of you here for

you each to be introouced to all four of uo , Ma.y I, therefore, change the usua.l

procedure and. introduce your hoots to you. 1.'he Preaid.ent of the General Asnemuly,

Mr, van KJ.ef'fens; the Uayor of the City of New York, the RO'lcrable Robert Wngneri

and the President. of the 4merica.:l Asnociation for the United Nations J ::"r~ Hayo.

* *** *


