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In ~ne nf the poe.ms of Walt Whitman, published after his death, ho said 

11that.in the Divine Ship, the World, breasting 

Time and Space, 

All Pe~ples of the glPbe together sail, sail 

tr.o same voyage, are bound to the same 

destination. 11 

It is a disturbing, but revealing commentary upon our times the.t these worda 
• . 

fr~m a spokesman f~r a young a:1d vigorcus democre.ey -- s~ expressive of ever­

lasting :truth ... nevertheless have e. strange snund. _tnday. OUr ears have been 

tm much accustomed to a different message, repeated over and rwer. This is the 

assertion of the inexorable and h~peless divisi9n of marùdnd. We hea.r these 

daye far more a.bout a w~rld divid.ed than of the world indivisible -- the~ 

world of all humanity that Whitman recognized. Indeed, wa hear so much abnut 

two wnrlds that ve are in daDger of coming to acceptas part of our creed that 

the nations are tr. be f~rcver divided into opposing camps. 

Yet we know that this is n•~t so. We kaow that the struggle for the soula of 

men between freedom and tyranny, between idealism and materialism, does nC'\t 

rec~gnize natiqnal fMntiers. Thnugh one Ar th~ other ~ be dominant in a 

society at any one time, such dominance is a passing phen~enon. For the struggle 

b~longs to all humanity and it is g~ing on all the time in all the s0cietieo of 

man. Thus the divisions that we aee tflday between the natinns should net be 

con~idered as fixed, or etcrnal, or even as basicall.y significant in the geo­

graphical sense. 
If we accept the idea pf the essential unity of a humanity sharing the same 

fate, the same eesential needs and the sa.me t\mdamental hQyes, tbere is a con­

clusion t:, be draw of significance foreur attitudes and our chofoe cf action 

in international affaira, just as muchas in l..Qcal and natirnal politics. 
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The conclusion is, eimply, that it is vise, in our planning and in (\\11' 

activities, to recognize that the 0ther party ma.y have Bimilar pride and similar 

t'eare and is likely to def'end bis own intereste in very much the sar:ie way as we 

do. It is slso 'Wise to rernember that we never bave any mçnopc-ly n.1 insight or 

idealiem. The moment we forget that a..".td refuse to admit the same qualities in 

the otber party, we a.:-e, in a dangerous wa:y, restricting ~ur chw::.ces of siu::cess. 

We too oftén fnrget tbat the warninBs of the Gnepels against pbarieees bave a 

bearing also on .our own times, a bearing nf great practical aignificance, and 

not least in the sphere of Pf'litics. Nor should we forget the words: "wb~n 

they believed themselves Wise they becs.me fonls." 

Self-righteousness and int~llectual self-sufficieney produce a rigidity 

• which is the best ally of our adversaries beca.use it blinds us both tt' our ovn 

weakness and to their strength. :att it is also a source ('f coJlf'licts. If we go 

beneath the surface we 'Will find as a basic element in politir.al tensions the 

clash between the flexibility of true idealism Blld the rigidity ~f self-intèrest, 

whether the latter be opcnly materialistic or dressed in the mantle of false 

ideali~. Have we not seen the ultimate results of such rigidity: cruelty, re-

snrt to armed force, dictatorial tyranny? And have we not seen time and aga~n 

the failure ~f such rigidity in cnnteets with the flexibility f'f freed~? Th~, 

thoee who are inspired by idealism to ~k fnr freed.cm sh~uld first of all -- as 
an expression nf their faith and in the interest of their idoals -- have the 

stre~gth to admit thei~ own limitations and the possible justice of the cause of 

others. tntimately this flexibility iB but a reflection ~four insight into the 

ess~ntial unity of all mankind. 

We learn in o~dcr to know, and we wish t~ know in order tn master, not ~ther 

men, but the tools ~ut in our hands for establishing a satisfactory life fer our­

eelves and for all men. Too often our learning, our knowledge and our mastery 

are ton much concentrated nn techniques and we forget about man himself. We 

may knnw a lot about the structure of the atom, or about the body of man, or . 

. abo~t the organization of pr~duction or banking, Without knoVing much about the 

man whom the fnrces in the atom should serve, f~r whose body we find cures and 

for whose necds our productive and financial arrangements provide. 

When I spee.k of knowledge in this context I do not mean the kind of knnwledge 

which you can gain from textbooks, but the knowledge which ypu can derive onl.y 

fr<"'œ a study r,f yourself and your fellow men, ·a study inspired by genuine interest 

and pursucd with humility. The deor to an understan(\ing of the other party, with 
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wbom you mey have to dea.l in business, in politics or in the international sphere, 
is a fUller understanding of yourself, since the other party, of course, is made 
1'Undamentally of the same stuff as you yourself. 

Thus, no education is complete, in a world baeically united, which does not 

include man himselt, and is not inspired by a recognition of the fact that you 
will not understand your enemy without understanding yourself, and that an 

understsnding of Your enemy will throw considerable ligbt also on youraelf and 
on your own motives. 

It may seem to YoU that .what I have said 1s very far, indeed, from the 
sphere which you might expect to be covered by one who holds my office. That 

is not so. In the United Nations our efforts would be useless, if it were not 

for that unity to which I have referred. And there would be no way forward, 
if it were not ~or the fact that greater insight is bound to lead to greater 

understanding and tha't greater underste.nding may open doors where previously 
there bas seemed to be only a wall. 

The United Nations ie an instrument for negotiation where th~ parties meet, 
irrespective of national intereàts and .irrespective of different oreeds and 

• ideologies. When I speak of negotiation, I am thinking of serious negotiation -­
of the process of working out a mutually satisfactory arrangement w1 th saneone 

we have to live with and with whom, after all, we must have some comnon dencw.n­
ator since, as in .Whitman1s worde, we "sail the same voyage, are b'ound to the 

same destination." To negotiate serïously with someone does not, of course, in 
eriy . wey imply that we must accept all his views or be willing to give in to bis 

ambitions when that would require a sacrifice of essential principles or what, 
tous, are basic values. But serious negotiation does imply a genuine belief 

that the overriding considerations which unite humanity against a.ll the divisive 

ditterences will, given patience and wisdom, provide a sufficient basis for 
peacet'ul accommodation. 

As you ·see, the thoughts I _he.ve wished to share with you concerning the 

message of abiding truth that Walt Whitman 1s words carry ·for our world of today, 

are at . the very heart of what must be t}ie philosophy of the United Nations. The 

United Nations -- as an organization -- is only an instrument for diplomatie 
negotiation and for the solution of international problems -- an instrument 
available for use by the governments and peoples, but neither se1t-start~g nor 

aelf-executing. The responsibility for upholding and acting upon our belief in 
the essential unity of all mankind cannot be delegated or shifted. 

(more) 



Press Release SG/388 
11 June 1954 

In fact, every ~ne, at least indirectly, has some share in determining the 

fate nf mankind. Every one, however, indirectly, shares responsibility in th~se 

matters which are cif direct eoncern to the United Nations. The United Nations 

1tself, being only a tc9l ~f the governments, ultima.tely serves the pe~ples and 

1ts relative eff~tiveness will be influenced by the reactions and views of every 

single individual among the peoples. Thus, we cannot expect the ·United Nations 

 to succecd unlese i t has the support of the governments and, through the grvern­

mente, of peoples who share q. genuine understanding of the be.sic nature of these 
problems. 

F~r that reason the future of the United Na.ti(\lls resta in a special la.Y in 

the bands of all those who, by virtue of a liberal education, ca.n help to _give 

to new generatinns a greater knowledge of man, thus preparing them for a Wiser 

approach to the problems cf national and international life. 

 We. are pa.ssing thocugh a dangercus stage in the histÇ)ry of human s~iety. 

Terribl~ experiences have rnbbed tM many peOJ)le of their faith in the future and 

have caused them, too often, to look upon their neighbors as p~tential enemies, 

Fear and ~uppicion have spread vide and deep their poisono~s influences among us, 

As alwe.ya, the se are prime causes rr irre.tienal bebaviqr. 

Tee rr:oral crisis in which our civilizati911 now finds itself is nota new 

experienco in human history. But our crisis has been complicated by the fact that 

scicntific knowl~dge has s9 far out-di_st8,llced our knowledge of man. It is often 

pointed put ·that no previous generation ever bad a capacity for physical self­

destruction in any we.y comparable t(',, our 1r}'m• Our fearful preoccupation with 

that fact, when the very same acientific knowledge bas given us a possibility

of impraving human lifo equally beyond any previous experience, reflects in 

itself ~he source of our speciaJ. danger. 

I firmly believe thnt we shall survive the criais, both morally and in the 

litera.l phyoical sense, or.J.y if we give full recognition t11 the f'undamental and 

~verriding unity of mankind. In that spirit we must seek a fuller knowledge of 

man hirnself -- a kriowledge that Will more nearly match our ma.stery of science 

and cf techniques. Only in proportion as we clc-se this gap shall we be able to 
diminiah the dangers of fear and suspici:,n and of the irrational behavi"r that 
fN.lows frcm them. 

Thio wili be no àffair of a few months or a few years, of crurse ---a kind of 
war against fear and hate ending with conclusive vi~tory as the rcward of suc­
cessfuJ. eff~rt. Only if we sht:;luld fail in our fe.ith in hunian brotberh~ might 
there be something resembling â cnnclusive end cf the struggle -- and that would 
be the destruction of our civilization. No, the signal ~f success will never be a 
final victory. It will be f~und rather iri the stamina to continue the struggle, 
and in the preservation and strengthening of faith in the future nf man. 

We must have 11life 11 in that sense p.,f the word whicb Edgar Lee Masters cnce 
gave t-<:> it when he had an old Wl)man sa.y . in his Spocn River Anthology: "It takes 
life to love life." 

* *** * 




