
U NIT E D 'N A T ION S
Department of Public Informa.tion
PresR and Publications Bureau

United NatiM3, N. Y.

(Fqr use ~f infcrmatiAn media--not an official record)

CAUTION: ADVANCE TEXT
Not to be used by Pre~s or
Radif'\ bef'ore 5 p.m. '(EDT)
Sunday, 13 June 1?54.

Press Relp.ose SG/;B8
11 June 1954

1,3

TEXT. OF ADDRESS BY SECRETARY·GENERAL DAG H.AJ.$1ARSKJOLD
.....,. ..-.. __ I>4J

AT COlv'MENCEME.?l'l' EnRCl.SES OF AMHE.RST COLLEGE,

AMHERST, MASSACHUSETrS, SUNDAY, JUNE 13, 1954 AT 5:00 F.-M. (Em)

In ~ne ~f the PO~B of WaIt Whitman, pUblished atter his death, he said

"that,in the Divine Ship, the World, breasting

Time and Space,

All Pe~~les of the gl~be together ssil, sail

tno same voyage, are bound to the same

destination. "

It is a disturbing, but revealing commentary upon our times that these words

fr('m a spokesman f~r a. yotmg a:.Q. vigorous democra.ey -- 81=\ expressive of' ever..

lasting :truth -- nevertheless have a strange snund' tnday. OUr ears have been

tM much accustomed to a different message, repeated over and lWer. This is the

assertion of' the inexorable and h~peleas divls1()n of 1llSOk1nd. We hear these

days far more about a w~rld divided than Qf the wQrld indiVisible .- the ~

world of all humanity that Whitman recognized. Indeed, we hear so much about;

two wnrlde that we are 1n danger of coming to accept as part ef our creed that

the nations are t~ be f~rcver divided into opposing camps.

Yet we know that this is n'.;lt so. We kIlow that the struggle for the souls of

men between freedom and tyranny, between idealism and materialism, does ni'lt

rec~gnize natiqnal fr9ntiers. Thnugh one Ar th€ other may be dominant in a

society at any one t;lme, such dominance is a passing phenoaenon, For the struggle

b~longs to all humanity and it is g0ing on all the time in all the s~cieties of

man. Thus the divisions that we see tf\day between the natinns should not be

con~idered as fixed, or eternal, or even as basically significant in the geo­

graphical sense ,

If we accept the idea Qf the essential unity of a humanity sha.ring the same

fate, the same essential needs and the same' fundamental hopes, there is a con­

clusion t~ be drawn of' significance for our attitudes and our ,choiue er acti0n

in international affairs, just as much aa in ~cal and nati0Dal political
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The eonclusio.n is, simply, that it 11 viSe, in our plann.1ng and in ~

activities, to recognize that the f'lther pe.rty may have s1.'l11ar prideand.t1.Drl.lar

tears and is likdy to defend bis own interests in very llUeh the fl~ wa:r as Ye

do. It is also wise to remember that we never htlve axr:t m<'nopr-1.y ':,1 1na19ht or

idealism. The moment we forget that and refuse to admit the same qualities in

the other party, lie C'e J in a dangerous W8:i} restrict1.og /"ur cbo.r..ceeor ot:Cceas.

We too often forget that the warni~s of the Gnapelsa,ga1nat pbn.rlsees have a

bearing also on our own times, a bearing nf great practical e1gn.1f1ca,nc e, and

not least in the sphere of pr'Ilitics. Nor should \.re forget the wrds: "'Wc::m

they believed theIJlSelves \tise they beeaae fonls. tt

Self-righteousness and 1ntGllectual self-suff'icieoey produce a rigidity

. which is the best ally of our adversaries 'because 1t blinds us both w our 0\10

weakness and to their strength. !Ut it is: alao a noerce ('f conflicts.. If we go

beneath the surface we will find as a basic el~ent in peltt1r.:a.l tendons the

clash between the flexibility of true idealism Md the rigidity ~r selt-interest,

whether the latter be openly materialistic or dressed in the man~le ot tal_a

idealiom. Have we not seen the ultimate results of lI'Ucb rigidity: eruelty, re-

I sort to armed force, dictatorial tyre..nnyt And have 'We not seen til:l).e .a.od aga1;n

the failure ("If such rigidity in contests with the flexibility f'! t'reed('lOl? Tb\n,

those who are inspired by idee.liem to work ror t'reedtm abC'lUld. first ot all ... as.•
an expression t")f their faith and in the interest of their ideals ...... have the

stre.1gth to admit thei~ own 11nrl.tations and the possible justice of the cause of

others. tn.timately this flexibility id bUt a reflection ("If our insight tnto the

eS80ntial unity of all mankind.

We learn in o::odcr to know, and we "ish tC1 know in order tt"l.'Ilaster ,not <,ther

men, but the tools put in our bands for establishing a satistaetorj' lite fc-r our­

eelves and for all men. Too often our learning, our knowledge Md our tIli8lJt.erY

are tot') much concentra.ted on techniques and we forget about man bimo·elf. He

may krY1W' B. lot about the structure of the atom} or about the body of' man, or

abo\..t the organization of prf"lduction or banking, without knOVing touch sb'iut the

man whom the fr'\l'ces in the atom should serve 1 f0r vbose oody .....e find cures and

for whose needs our productive and financial arrangemonta prOVide,

When I speak of kno....ledge in this context I do not mean the kind of kntlvledge

which Y0U can gain from textbooks, but the knowledge which you can derive only

:f'I'~ a. study tjf yourself and your fellow men, a study inspired by genuine interest

and pur-sued with humility. The door to an underatan(Un,g of the other party} with
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whom you~ have to deal in business, in politics or in the international sphere,

i8 a :fuller understanding of yourself, since the other party, of course, is made

f\Uldamentally of the same stuff' as y<:JU yourself.

Thus, no education is complete, in a world basioally united, which does not

include man himself, and is not inspired by a recognitiOD of the fact that you

will not understand your enemy w1thout understanding yourself, and that an

understanding of your enemy will throw oonsiderable, light also on yourself &Dd

on your own motives.

It may seem to you that· what I have sai4 is very far, indeed, from the

sphere Which you might expeot to be covered by one who holds my office. That

is not so. In the Unit.ed Nations ~ur efforts would be useless, if it were not

for that unity to vbieh I have referred. And. there would be no way forward,

if it were not -for the tact that greater insight is bound to lead to greater

understanding and tha't greater understanding may open doors where previously

there has seemed to be only a. wall.

Thet1nited Nations 1s an instrument tor negotiat1on where the parties meet,'. .
irrespective of national interests and. irrespective of'different areeds and

.ideologies • When I speak of negotiation, I em thinking of serious negotiation • .­

of the process of working out a. mutually satisfactory arrangement With saneooe

we he.ve to live w:Lth and with 'whom, after all,we must have some comnon dencW.kl­

ator since, as in Wbitman's words, we "sail the same voyage, are bound to the

same destination. 1t To ,negotia.te seriously with someone doe~ not, of course, 1n

any 'Wfq imply. that we must accept all his views or be will:Lng to ~1ve 1n to his

ambitions when that ~d require a sacrifice of essential principles or what,

to US, are basic vtUues. rut serious negotiation does imply a genuine belief

that the overr~ding considera.tions whioh unite humanity age.inst all the divisive

ditterenees will, given pI;I.t1enoe and wisdom, provide a sufficient basis tor
peaceful accommodation.

As you 'see, the thought.s I. have wished ~o share with you concerning the

message of abiding truth that Walt Whitman f s words carry' for our l<IOrld of today,

are at. the very heart or what must be the philosophy of the United Nations. The

United Nations .... as an organization "". is onlY an Inst'rurnent for diplomatic

negotiation end for t.he solution of international problems ... an instrument

available for use by the governments and peoples, but neither 8elt"6te.rt~ng nor

self-executing•. The responsibility for uphOlding and acting upon our belief in

. the essential. unity of all mankind eannot be delegated or ah1fted.

(more)
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* *** *

In fact) every ~e, at least indirectly, has acme share in determini.ng the

fate nf mankind. Every one, however, indirectJs, shares responsibility 1n th~,e

tnatters whiCh are C'f direct concern to the United Nations. The t}nited Nations

itself) being on~ a tenl ~f the governmenta, Ulti.mately serves the pe~ples and

its relative eff~tiveneBB Will be influenced by the reactions and vievs of every

single 1ndividual among the peoples. Thus J we cannot, expect the Un! ted Nations

. to succeed unless it has the support of the governments and, through the gi'vero­

ments) of peoples who share q. genuine und.erstanding of the basic nature of these

problems.

FAr that reason the future of the United tiatiMB rests in a special'le.Y in

the bands of all those vho, by vtrtue et 0. liberal education, can help to give

to ne.... generatil'lns a graat.er knowledge "If lM.O, thus preparinG them fl)r a Wiser

approach to the llrotle1ll8 ('f national and international life.

We.are passing thoough a dangerous stage in tbe hietury of human B~iety.

Terribl~ experiences have robbed tM ma.ny peQ'ple of their faith in the fUture and

have caused them, too often, to look upon their nelghbora as IX'tential enemies,

Fear ana "uppicion have spread vide and deep their poisonous influences emcng us,

As alWays) these are prime causes rf lrretinneJ. beuaviQr.

Tr.e tt.oral crisis in which our eiviliz.e.tinn nOW' nnda itself 1s not e. new

experience in human history, Bo.t our crisis has been complicated by the fact that

scientific knowledge has SQ far out ..di6~anced our kno'liledge of man. It is often

pointed Aut 'that no previous generation ever bad a capacity for physical self..

destruction 1n any ....~ comparable t(\ our ~wn. Our fea.rful. preoccupation with

that fact, when the very same scientific lmn,...ledge has given us a pos6ibility

of' impr~vlng human life equally beyond any previous experience} reflects in

itself the source of our special danger.

I firmly believe tb.o.t 11e shall survfve the crisis, botb morally and in the

litel::'al phyoical sense , or.J.y if we £live full Nc""gnition trl the f'undacent.aL and

~verl::'iding unity of mankind. In that spirit we must seek a fuller knovledge of

man himself .~ a kOowleege that Will more nearly match our mastery of science

and ef techniques. Only in proportion as we clc.ae thia gup shall we be able to
diminieh the dangers of fear and susptc Iin and of the irrntinnal behavior that
f~lows frem them.

Thie will be n~ affair of a few months or a few years, of C0Urae -~ a kind of
war against fear and hate ending with conclusive "i(',tory as the r')w·a.rd of sue ..
eeaarui, eff~rt. Only if we shoul.d fail in our faith in human brot.bernccd might
there bo something resembling a cnncluE:!.ve end ('1' the stru.ggle - .. and that ....ould
be the destruction of our civilization. No, the signal (\f f,UCCP.6S will never be a
final victory, It will be ff)und rather in the st£U1lina to continue the struggle,
and in the preservation a.nd strengthening of faith in the future nt: ma.n.

We must have "life ll in that sense nf the word which Edgar Lee ~.B.sters CDce
gave W it when he had an old w:man say in hiB SpoeD River Anthology: rtIt takes
life to l?ve life."
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