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UNITED NATIONS DAY MESSAGE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL::la "l _ 'C'

'rhe 24 October La United Rations day'. It has been set aside by the Genera.l Assem­

bly for making known the aims and achievements of the United Na.tions. On this day

in 1945 the United Nations Charter came into force as a statement of common aspira­

tions and a code of conduct which the Member Nations agreed should guide them in

their relationship with each other and the vorld at large.

The United Nations was not founded with aoy thought that by its mere establish­

ment the dangers that beset our world would be banished or the conflicts brought

tt.'l an end. The United Nathms is an instrument to re used and developed by a.ll

who sincerely work for peace. It is a ~ool in the hands of the governments, needea

in their efforts to prevent and resolve conflicts by peaceful ne2ot1ation and con­

structive cooperavaon , The United Natione is what the Member Nations make it"

reflecting the weaknesses of all human effort but also the high aspirations and

noble achievements of men of goad 'Will all over the 'Wnrld.

In the past eight years we find that the members or the United Nationl!l have

sometimes succeeded, sometimes been frustrated in their effort to pr~m~te and

defend peace and well--being. But all through that period we find the influence

~f the United Nations being V1gor~uBly exerted, against the forces of fsar and

hate and destruction, for justice and progress.

In our efforts to establish f~r the future a world of peace and freedom we

knew that vTe have in the United Natiens a new element offering new IJoBBib11i1iies

for success -- a new means ~f settling old problems arid reducing tensions and,

better still, of anticipating future problems and tensions in order t~ forestall

dangers that otherwise might threaten. Where the methods pf bilateral and regional

negdtiation prove insufficient, the alternative o~ a world forum now exists. The

resort to force or the threat of force is forbidden by the Charter. In Korea the

United Nations has shown that armed aggression can be repelled by co~ective

action.
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Our world of today and our world of the future ~resenta a picture in which

the need for 8UC~ a new approacb as that embo~ied in the United Nations is only

too apparent. New technical development has made all countries neighbours in a.

geograpbical 8~nse. It has given us means of destruction far more terrible than

those which have l:Jrevio\Jsly been at the disposal of anybody. The economic ties

between different countries have beccme mucb 010e61' than before. Thus, we face

today a situation characterized by greatly increased international interdependenc~

rich 1n possioi1ities, but also fraught with dangers unknown to tr.e lTorld of

yesterday. This is the world we ~ust master. This 1s the world in whicb a new

approach is necessary, from e-very single man and from the va.rious governments, but

also collectively. Our problem is how to use what man ~.B crea.ted for the benef1 t

of man instead of for his destruction. That problem can be resolved only by e.

joint effort in which all a.re willing.to take their part and to carry their re·

s-ponsibility. That is the meanmg of the United Nations for all peoples.
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