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1. ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA ECE/ TRANS/ 131

l. Questions relating to the work of the Conmmittee in genera

2. RESULTS OF THE COW TTEE' S BUREAU MEETI NG TRANS/ 2000/ 6

The Bureau Meeting of the Committee has taken place on 22 and
23 Novenber 1999 in order to prepare the sixty-second session of the
Committee. The results of the Bureau Meeting will be reflected in the
docunent to be prepared by the secretariat.

*/ The Committee may recall that, in accordance with the Plan of Action
the length of its session will have to be linmted to three days.

Furthernore, the Conmittee may note that a nmeeting of its Bureau is

schedul ed to take place on 14 February 2000 (p.m) and 18 February 2000
(a.m).
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3. MATTERS ARI SI NG FROM THE FI FTY- FOURTH TRANS/ 2000/ 5
SESSI ON OF THE ECONOM C COVMM SSI ON FOR
EUROPE AND THE SECOND SUBSTANTI VE SESSI ON I N
1999 OF THE ECONOM C AND SOCI AL COUNCI L

For this item the secretariat has prepared a note containing information
on the discussions and decisions of the Commission (fifty-fourth session
May 1999) having a bearing on the work of the Inland Transport Conmittee. The
Committee may wish to consider, in particular, questions related to
operational activities and cooperation w th regi onal/sub-regi onal groupings,
initiatives and organi zations, and the inplenentation of the ECE reform
process.

The Committee may wish to note that its Bureau di scussed these questions
and that its conclusions and recomrendati ons thereon are reflected i n docunent
TRANS/ 2000/ 6 containing the results of the Bureau neeting.

The Commi ssion's Annual Report (E/ 1999/37-E/ ECE/ 1374) contains the ful
account of discussions. Information regarding the activities of the Econom c
and Social Council having a bearing on the work of the Conmittee is al so
i ncluded in the above-nentioned note.

4. FOLLOW UP TO THE 1997 REGQ ONAL CONFERENCE JMTE/ 1999/ 6
ON TRANSPORT AND THE ENVI RONMENT

The Conmittee may wi sh to take note of the results of the second session
of the Joint Meeting on Transport and the Environnment (Geneva, 6 July 1999).
It was attended by nenbers of the bureaux of the Committee on Environnenta
Policy and the Inland Transport Committee as well as by | ead actors and
nati onal focal points inplementing the Programe of Joint Action adopted by
t he Regi onal Conference (Vienna, 12-14 Novenber 1997). As agreed by the Joint
Meeting, it is planned that a neeting of national focal points, |ead actors
and ot her experts will be held from7 to 9 February 2000 in Geneva. A sumary
oral report of this neeting will be given to the Conmttee by the secretariat.

The Committee may wish to consider the report of the Joint Meeting
(JMIE/ 1999/ 6), particularly with regard to the inplementation of the Programe
of Joint Action, and comment on the results of the neeting of focal points.

The Conmittee may al so wish to note that, as a followup to the London
Conference on Environment and Health, a report is being prepared containing an
overvi ew of the existing agreenents and conventi ons concerning transport,
environnent and health with a view to inproving and harnoni zing their
i npl enmentation and further devel opi ng them as needed. This report which, as
al so requested by the Conference, should cover the possibility of new non-
| egal Iy binding actions and the feasibility, necessity and contents of a new
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| egal I y-bi nding instrunment, should be finalized by spring 2000. A draft of
this report is being prepared by a consultant made avail able by the Danish
M nistry of Environment and is expected to be circulated to all Heads of

del egations before the Cormittee session. The Conmittee may wi sh to coment
on the report and provide gui dance thereon

5. ANALYSI S OF THE TRANSPORT SI TUATION IN TRANS/ 2000/ 7
ECE MEMBER COUNTRI ES AND OF EMERG NG
DEVELOPMENT TRENDS

The Committee nmay wi sh to consider the docunment on the transport
situation and trends in nenber countries which has been prepared by the
secretariat on the basis of national contributions and other sources,
foll owing the decision taken by the Cormittee at its sixty-first session
(ECE/ TRANS/ 128, para. 20).

6. ASSI STANCE TO COUNTRI ES I N TRANSI TI ON TRANS/ WP. 5/ 1999/ 9
TRANS/ 1999/ 11

The Committee may wish to take note of docunment TRANS/ WP. 5/1999/9
containing a sunmary of activities ainmed at assisting countries in transition
undertaken in 1998 and 1999. In connection with this agenda item the
Committee will be informed of: (i) the South-east European Cooperative
Initiative (SECI), (ii) the Special Programme for the Economi es of Centra
Asia (SPECA), (iii) the Black Sea Econom c Cooperation Organi zati on (BSEC)
(v) progress on the TEM and TER Projects, and (vi) other advisory services
provi ded.

Based on the above docunentation, the Inland Transport Comrittee may
wi sh to have an exchange of views on this itemand review the |ist of
activities for assistance to countries in transition appearing in
TRANS/ 1999/ 11 with due regard to any new initiatives from nenber Governnents
and/ or subsidiary bodies of the Commttee. It may also wish to invite
Governnments and rel evant international organizations and institutions to
contribute to the UNVECE Trust Fund for Assistance to Countries in Transition
(TFACT) .

7. STATUS OF APPLI CATI ON OF | NTERNATI ONAL
UN ECE TRANSPORT AGREEMENTS AND CONVENTI ONS

The secretariat has prepared a docunent in English containing tables on
the status as at 10 Decenmber 1999 of signatures, ratifications and accessions
concerning international instruments on inland transport concluded under the
auspi ces of the United Nations Econom ¢ Conmmi ssion for Europe. The Committee
will also be infornmed of the current situation within ECE nmenber countries
with regard to possible signatures and ratifications of or accessions to those
i nstruments.
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The Committee nmay wish to note this docunment and invite countries which
are not yet Contracting Parties to ECE Agreenments and Conventions in the field
of transport to accede to those international instruments.

8. ACTI VI TIES OF OTHER ECE PRI NCI PAL TRANS/ 2000/ 2
SUBSI DI ARY BODI ES AND OF OTHER | NTERNATI ONAL
ORGANI ZATI ONS DEALI NG W TH PROBLEMS OF
I NTEREST TO THE COWM TTEE

On the basis of a note prepared by the secretariat (TRANS/ 2000/2) and of
other witten or oral contributions, the Comrittee nmay wi sh to have an
exchange of views on the activities related to transport, being carried out
wi thin other ECE principal subsidiary bodies and international organizations.

Il. Questions dealt with by the Commttee's Subsidiary Bodies

9. TRANSPORT TRENDS AND POLI CY TRANS/ WP. 5/ 26
AND TRANSPORT ECONOM CS

The report of the Wbrking Party on Transport Trends and Econom cs
(WP.5), on its twelfth session, has been circul ated for consideration and
approval by the Commttee (TRANS/ WP.5/26).

Attention is drawn, in particular, to the foll ow ng subjects:
(a) Follow-up to the Third Pan- European Transport Conference

In the context of followup to the Third Pan-European Transport
Conference, the Comrmittee, at its sixtieth session, agreed that the Wrking
Party should, in future, increasingly focus its activities on aspects of
transport infrastructure and, in particular, on those related to the
Pan- Eur opean Transport Corridors (PETrCs) and Pan- Eur opean Transport Areas
(PETt As), including also the Euro-Asian |inks (ECE/ TRANS/ 125, paras. 9 and
42-45) .

(i) Pan- Eur opean transport corridors: Progress in their
I mpl ementation in the New I ndependent States

The Inland Transport Comrittee and the Working Party, at their sixtieth
and tenth sessions, respectively, felt that, simlar to the work done by the
TINA project (Transport Infrastructure Needs Assessment) of the European
Commi ssion (EC), the ECE m ght undertake the technical and | egal nonitoring of
the inmpl ementation of the Pan- European Transport Corridors in the New
I ndependent States (NI'S), particularly in Belarus, Republic of Ml dova,
Russi an Federation and Ukraine. To that end, the Wrking Party has been
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collecting information to identify transport projects on the sections of the
Pan- Eur opean Transport corridors No. 2, 3, 5 and 9 (branch b).

At its twelfth session, the Wrking Party exanm ned the information
transmtted by the Governnents concerned and requested the secretariat to
prepare a note on nethodol ogy for the assessnment of transport infrastructure
projects in the NI'S, based on the nethodol ogi cal tools devel oped within the
TI NA process. Wien prepared, this note will serve as a basis for the
devel opnent of recomendations to the PETrCs' Steering Conmittee
(TRANS/ WP. 5/ 26, para. 24).

Furthernore, the Wrking Party requested the Russian Federation to
coordi nate the compari son of the TINA methodol ogy with current practices and
needs in the NIS to el aborate a |ist of nain aspects on Strategic
Envi ronnental | npact Assessment (SEA), including the availability of the
rel evant data in the Russian Federation, and to compare this list with the
content of the EU s handbook on SEA ( TRANS/ WP. 5/26, paras. 32 and 11).

The Committee nmay wish to take note of the above-mentioned activities
and to indicate other relevant contributions which m ght be included in the
recommendations that WP.5 will address to the PETrCs’ Steering Conmittees. In
particular, the Cormittee may wi sh to request its subsidiary bodies to
identify those elenents in their current activities that could be relevant to
the devel opment of the PETrCs and to prepare recomendations in their
respective areas of work, to be taken into account in the work on the PETrCs.

(ii) Techni cal and economic factors related to the devel opnent of
Pan- Eur opean transport corridors

The Conmittee may wish to note the initiative taken by the Wbrking Party,
at its twelfth session, to deal with questions related (i) to automatic gauge
change systens in rail transport, (ii) transitional geometric standards of
transport infrastructure, and (iii) unit infrastructure cost analysis, which
have a bearing on the devel opment of PETrCs (TRANS/ WP.5/26, paras. 22-27).

The Committee may wish to support these activities of the Whrking Party in
order to contribute to the facilitation of traffic flows on the PETrCs.

(iii) Eur o- Asi an transport I|inks TRANS/ WP. 5/ 1999/ 8

Fol | owi ng the decision of the Comrmittee at its sixtieth session
(ECE/ TRANS/ 125, para. 48), the Working Party exam ned the note prepared by the
secretariat on Euro-Asian transport |inks, and requested the secretariat to
convene an informal ad hoc joint EC ECE-ESCAP neeting in Geneva in the first
hal f of 2000, with the objective to develop a work plan on this issue
( TRANS/ WP. 5/ 26, para. 33).



TRANS/ 2000/ 1
page 6

The Committee may wish to take note of the activities to be undertaken
by the Working Party and invite the three organi zati ons concerned to
participate actively in the work envi saged.

(b) Transport in the Mediterranean

(i) Work of the Transport Study and Trai ning TRANS/ 2000/ 9
Centres in the Mediterranean region

The Committee may wish to note the work carried out by the Mediterranean
Transport Centres, which is reported annually to the Working Party on
Transport Trends and Economi cs.

(ii) Proposed sem nar on transport facilitation
in the Mediterranean region

The Committee may wi sh to endorse the endeavour of the Wrking Party to
contribute to the facilitation of transport in the Region, particularly
through the pronotion of existing ECE international Agreenments and
Conventions. In this context, the Conmttee may wish to support the initiative
to organize a Seminar on this issue in 2000 with the support of UN ECE and the
Eur opean Conmi ssion (TRANS/ WP. 5/ 24, para. 45) and request the secretariat to
actively contribute to this initiative.

(iii) Eur ope- Africa permanent |ink E/ 1999/ 20
through the Strait of Gbraltar

The Committee may wish to note that, in accordance with ECOSOC
resol ution 1997/48, ECE and the Economi c Commi ssion for Africa (ECA) have
jointly prepared a report on the studies related to the project for the period
1997-98 (E/1999/20), which has been subsequently submtted to the 1999
substanti ve session of ECOSOC. A new Resol ution was adopted by this body
(1999/ 37).

(c) Studi es on transport economnics TRANS/ 2000/ 8
and track costs undertaken by and Add.1
ot her organi zations

Information received fromthe European Conference of M nisters of
Transport (ECMI) (TRANS/ 2000/8) and the Organisation for Econom c Co-operation
and Devel opment (OECD) ( TRANS/ 2000/8/Add.1) is being circul ated for
consideration by the Cormittee.
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10. ROAD TRANSPORT TRANS/ SC. 1/ 365

The report of the Wbrking Party on Road Transport, on its ninety-third
session, has been circulated for consideration and approval by the Conmittee
(TRANS/ SC. 1/ 365). Attention is drawn, in particular, to the follow ng
subj ect s:

(a) Road transport infrastructure

(i) European Agreenent on Main International Traffic Arteries (AGR

The Committee may wish to be informed that anmendnent proposals to Annex |
of the ACGR adopted by the ninety-second session of the Wrking Party on Road
Transport (SC. 1) in October 1998 (TRANS/ SC. 1/ 363, paras. 10-18 and annex 1)
were transmitted to the Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations for |ega
notification to the conpetent adm nistrations of the Contracting Parties
directly concerned (depositary notification reference C. N 380.1999. TREATI ES-1
dated 2 June 1999). The Committee will be informed whether the amendnents
have entered into force as schedul ed on 2 Decenber 1999.

The Committee may also wish to take note that, at its ninety-third
session, the Working Party on Road Transport (SC.1) considered the results of
t he seventeenth session of the Ad hoc Meeting on the Inplenentation of the AGR
(28 to 29 June 1999) and adopted a nunmber of new amendment proposals to
Annex | of the AGR submitted by France, Romani a and the Russian Federati on.
(TRANS/ SC. 1/ 365, paras. 14-16 and annex 1). The amendments adopted by SC. 1
will be transmitted to the Secretary-General for legal notification to the
conpetent adm nistrations of the Contracting Parties directly concerned, in
accordance with the procedures set forth in article 8 of the AGR

(ii) Activities of the Trans-European North-South
Mot orway (TEM Proj ect TRANS/ SC. 1/ 1999/ 7

The Committee may wi sh to endorse the progress report of the TEM Proj ect
(TRANS/ SC. 1/ 1999/ 7) and the rel evant paragraphs of the report of the Wrking
Party on Road Transport (TRANS/ SC. 1/365, paras. 22 and 23).

(b) Road transport facilitation and harmnoni zation TRANS/ SC. 1/ AC. 6/ 2

The Conmittee may wish to take note that SC. 1 approved in principle the
revisions to the AETR proposed in the report of the Ad hoc Wbrking G oup on
the Revision of the European Agreement concerning the Wrk of Crews of
Vehi cl es engaged in International Transport (AETR) (TRANS/ SC. 1/ AC. 6/2) which
met on 8-9 March 1999 in Ceneva (TRANS/ SC. 1/ 365, paras. 24-37). In this
connection, the Committee nay also wish to note that, in accordance with the
request of the Wbrking Party, the non-EU Contracting Parties to the AETR not
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present at the session, will be informed of the revision process accordingly
(TRANS/ SC. 1/ 365, para. 34).

The Committee nmay also wish to note that SC. 1 endorsed the report of the
Ad hoc Working Group on the Revision of the Consolidated Resolution on the
Facilitation of Road Transport (R E. 4) (Geneva, 25-26 March 1999). The WorKki ng
Party decided that it was not yet in a position to forward the draft to the
I nl and Transport Committee for adoption since many Governnments had not had the
opportunity to exam ne the text in detail (TRANS/ SC.1/365, paras. 38-42).

Furthernore, the Conmttee may wi sh to note that the Working Party
considered a new draft annex to the International Convention on the
Har moni zati on of Frontier Controls of Goods proposed in an informl docunent
by the International Road Transportation Union (IRU) and Transfrigoroute
(International). In this connection, the Wrking Party supported the
initiative of WP.30 that an informal drafting group including experts from
both WP. 30 and SC.1 be convened to prepare the final text of the new Annex to
t he Harnoni zati on Convention (TRANS/ SC. 1/ 365, paras. 44-47).

Wth regard to the possibility of devel oping a new protocol to the
Convention on the Contract for the International Carriage of Goods by Road
(CWR), integrating electronic data interchange (EDI) into its procedures, the
Committee may wish to note that the secretariat, together with Unidroit,
envi sages to cooperate on the devel opnment of the protocol (TRANS/ SC. 1/ 365,
paras. 57-60).

Concerning the revision of the Convention on the Contract for the
International Carriage of Passengers and Luggage by Road (CVR), the Committee
may Wi sh to note the Working Party’s request to the secretariat to prepare a
docunent in collaboration with the IRU for its next session providing
background i nformati on on the CVR and suggesting what revisions were
necessary. The Working Party al so considered the possibility of establishing
an Ad hoc Working Goup on the Revision of the CVRto neet in 2001
(TRANS/ SC. 1/ 365, paras. 48-51).

11. ROAD TRAFFI C SAFETY TRANS/ WP. 1/ 64
TRANS/ WP. 1/ 67

(i) Work on amendnents to international instrunents related to road
safety

The reports of the Wirking Party on Road Traffic Safety on its
thirty-second and thirty-third sessions have been circul ated for consideration
and approval by the Conmittee (TRANS/ WP. 1/ 64 and TRANS/ WP. 1/ 67) .
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The Committee may wish, in particular, to endorse actions taken by the
Working Party on Road Traffic Safety (WP.1) concerning the follow ng itens:

- guestionnaire on the inplenentati on by Governnents of the Vienna
Conventions on Road Traffic and on Road Signs and Signals, as well
as the 1971 European Agreenents suppl ementing the above Conventi ons
(TRANS/ WP. 1/ 64, paras. 4-7 and TRANS/WP. 1/ 67, paras. 4-6);

- draft anendnents to the Vienna Conventions (TRANS/ WpP. 1/ 64, paras.
8-12 and TRANS/ Wp. 1/ 67, paras. 7-10);

- international driving permts (TRANS/ WP. 1/ 64, paras. 13-17 and
TRANS/ WP. 1/ 67, paras. 11-16);

- el aboration of a new |legal instrument on driving permts
(TRANS/ WP. 1/ 67, paras 20 and 21);

- revision of the Consolidated Resolutions on Road Traffic (R E. 1)
and on Road Signs and Signals (R E. 2) (TRANS/ WP. 1/ 64, paras. 32-41
and TRANS/ WP. 1/ 67, paras. 22-27).

(ii) Third Road Safety Week in the ECE Region

The Committee may wish to take note of the activities and progress nade
in the preparation for the Third Road Safety Wek in the ECE Region
1-7 May 2000. In particular, the secretariat has devel oped and | aunched a
website for the Week and published a brochure, which both highlight the safety
of vul nerable road users, who are the target group of the Wek

The Committee may wi sh to endorse the above actions and, as the dates of
the Third Road Safety Wek are near, it may also wish to invite Governnents
and organi zations to support and contribute to the activities of the Wek and
to informthe secretariat of the activities they are undertaking within the
framework of the Third Road Safety Week

12. SAFETY I N TUNNELS TRANS/ SC. 1/ 365

The Working Party on Road Traffic Safety (WP.1) discussed the question of
safety in tunnels at its thirty-second session (13-16 April 1999), follow ng
the serious accidents in the Mont Blanc and Tauern Tunnels.

For its part, the Ad hoc Meeting on the Inplenentation of the European
Agreenment on Main International Traffic Arteries (28-29 June 1999) considered
the need for anmendnents concerning safety in tunnels to the provisions of
Annex Il of the AGR. The Ad hoc Meeting asked the Wrking Party on Road
Transport to support the establishment of a multi-disciplinary group
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consi sting of experts fromthe fields dealt with by the Wrking Parties Wp. 1,
WP. 15 and WP. 29 (TRANS/ SC. 1/ AC. 5/ 34, paras. 19-21) to work on appropriate
amendments to the ACR and other legal instruments dealing with road safety.

At its thirty-third session (28 Septenber-1 COctober 1999), WP.1 supported that
proposal and agreed that WP.1 experts should take part to provide the
necessary | egal expertise (TRANS/ WP. 1/66, paras. 28-30).

The Working Party on Road Traffic Safety (WP.1) al so considered the
proposal of the Ad hoc Meeting and prepared a recommendation for the Commttee
on the subject. |In accordance with this recomrendati on ( TRANS/ SC. 1/ 365,
paras. 16-19 and annex 4), the Commttee may wi sh to consider the proposal to
establish a multi-disciplinary group of experts on safety in tunnels and
request its relevant subsidiary bodies to propose nenbers for that group. It
is envisaged that the group would start its work in June 2000 and term nate in
the autum of 2001 with the subm ssion of its recomrendati ons.

13. REGULATI ONS FOR THE CONSTRUCTI ON TRANS/ WP. 29/ 78/ Rev. 1/ Arrend. 2
OF VEHI CLES TRANS/ WP. 29/ 663
TRANS/ WP. 29/ 680
TRANS/ WP. 29/ 689
TRANS/ WP. 29/ 690
TRANS/ WP. 29/ 691

(a) Updating of Regul ations annexed to the 1958 Agreenent and el aboration
of new ones

In relation to the Agreement of 20 March 1958, anended as from 16 October
1995, the Committee will be infornmed about the work carried out by the Working
Party on the Construction of Vehicles (WP.29) and by its subsidiary Wrking
Parties (GRPE, GRSG GRRF, GRE, GRB, CGRSP) during 1999, as reflected in the
reports on the one-hundred-and-seventeenth (TRANS/ WP. 29/ 663), one-hundred- and-
ei ghteent h ( TRANS/ WP. 29/ 680) and one- hundr ed- and- ni net eent h ( TRANS/ WP. 29/ 689)
sessi ons.

The report of the one-hundred-and-nineteenth session also refers to the
adoption of the draft progranmme of work for 2000-2004, including the tentative
list of meetings for 2000 ( TRANS/ WP. 29/ 691) .

(b) Status of the 1998 Agreenent
The Conmittee will be provided with the status information concerning the
Agreenment (ECE/ TRANS/ 132 and Corr.1), in particular with respect to the

Contracting Parties and Signatories with ratification procedures in progress.

Taki ng account of the global scope of the 1998 Agreenent, WP.29 adopted
at its one-hundred-and-ni neteenth session its Ternms of Reference and Rul es of
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Procedure. It also adopted a new nane "World Forum for Harnoni zation of
Vehi cl e Regul ations (WP.29)" for the Working Party, starting fromits one-
hundr ed- and-twentieth session, in March 2000. The Inland Transport Comittee
is requested to consider and endorse the correspondi ng docunent

( TRANS/ WP. 29/ 690) .

(c) Status of the 1997 Agreenent on Technical |nspections

The Conmittee will be provided with the status information concerning the
Agreenment (ECE/ RCTE/ CONF./4), in particular with respect to the Contracting
Parties and Signatories with ratification procedures in progress.

(d) Updates to the Consolidated Resolution on the Construction
of Vehicles (R E. 3)

The Committee may wish to draw the attention of Governnents to docunent
TRANS/ WP. 29/ 78/ Rev. 1/ Amend. 2, adopted by WP.29 at its one-hundred-and-
sevent eenth session and revising the classification of vehicles in the
Consol i dated Resol ution (Annex 7/ Rev.2).

14. RAIL TRANSPORT TRANS/ SC. 2/ 192

The report of the fifty-third session of the Wrking Party on Rai
Transport has been circul ated for consideration and approval by the Commttee
(TRANS/ SC. 2/ 192) .

Attention is drawn, in particular, to the foll owi ng subjects:

(a) Rail transport infrastructure

(i) Eur opean Agreenment on Main International Railway Lines (AGC

The Committee may wish to note that Bel gium has becone a new Contracting
Party to the AGC (Depositary Notification C N 715.1999. TREATIES-1). In total
22 countries have becone Contracting Parties to the AGC ( TRANS/ SC. 2/ 192,
paras. 36-38).

The Committee will be informed of the progress nmade by the Working Party
in the extension of the AGC network to Central Asian and Caucasus ECE nenber
countries (TRANS/ SC. 2/192, paras. 44-46).

The Conmittee may al so wi sh to endorse the Working Party's invitation to
ECE nmenber countries to becone Contracting Parties to the AGC Agreenent
(TRANS/ SC. 2/ 192, para. 39).
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Furthernore, the Committee may wish to take note of the data collecting
efforts on the AGC network currently in progress, and to endorse the Working
Party’s decision to collect information on infrastructure and traffic
conditions in 2000, making full use of the experience of the UN TER Proj ect
Central Ofice in this area (TRANS/ SC. 2/ 192, paras. 47-50).

(ii) Activities of the Trans-European
Rai | way (TER) Proj ect TRANS/ SC. 2/ 192

The Committee may wi sh to endorse the progress report of the TER project
(TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 15) and the rel evant paragraphs of the report of the Wbrking
Party on Rail Transport (TRANS/ SC. 2/192, paras. 59-60).

(b) Facilitation of border crossing in international rail transport

At its sixty-first session, the Conmttee adopted a resolution on the
reducti on of the border stopping time of shuttle trains in internationa
traffic and requested the Working Party to nmonitor its inplenentation
(ECE/ TRANS/ 128, annex 1). The Committee may wi sh to be infornmed about the
moni toring system adopted by the Working Party (TRANS/ SC. 2/ 192, paras. 29-34),
and to indicate whether any other data should be included. Furthernore, the
Conmittee may wish to discuss whether the informati on on border crossing
gathered for the different transport nodes may be analysed in nore detail
with a viewto assessing their econom c inplications and their inpacts on
nodal split.

(c) Rol e of railway undertakings in the pronotion of conbined transport

The Committee may wish to take note of the discussions undertaken on this
i ssue by the Wbrking Parties SC. 2 (TRANS/ SC. 2/ 192, paras. 66-69) and Wp. 24
( TRANS/ WP. 24/ 83, paras. 38-40 and TRANS/ WP. 24/ 85, paras. 38-44), and endorse
t he decision of SC. 2 to convene an informal group (conposed of the WP.24 and
SC. 2 bureaux, International Union of Railways (U C) and International Union of
Conmbi ned Road/ Rail Transport Conpanies (URR) in order to collect information
and to exam ne whether further devel opment of |egal and technical instrunments
in the railway sector is necessary to inprove the current situation

(d) Application of sumrer tine TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 16/ Add. 1

The Committee may wish to take note of the data provided on this issue by
the Working Party (TRANS/ SC. 2/1999/16/ Add.1 and TRANS/ SC. 2/ 192 paras. 61-62).
Taki ng i nto account that a harnonization seens to have been practically
achieved in the European ECE Region on this issue, the Commttee may wi sh to
di scuss the continuation to be given to this itemin the future, and
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particularly whether this item should be brought to the attention of the
Committee only in case the Working Party considers that the current situation
has changed.

Furthernore, Governnents are invited, as in previous years, to provide
i nformati on during the Commttee’s sixty-second session on

(1) the introduction of the sumer time period in their respective
countries in 2000.

(2) the hour of transition (in local tine) at the beginning and at the
end of summer tinme.

(3) the application of sumrer time over a nmediumterm period to enable
the secretariat to prepare a docunent on summer tine arrangenents

in ECE nenber countries.

Wednesday, 16 February 2000

15. I NLAND WATER TRANSPORT TRANS/ SC. 3/ 151

The report of the Wbrking Party on Inland Water Transport on its forty-
third session has been circul ated for consideration and approval by the
Conmittee as TRANS/ SC. 3/ 151

Attention is drawn, in particular, to the followi ng itens:
(a) Inland waterway infrastructure ECE/ TRANS/ 120

(i) Eur opean Agreenment on Main |Inland Waterways of Internationa
| mportance (AGN)

The Committee nmay wish to note that the Agreement which entered into
force on 26 July 1999 has 10 Contracting Parties: Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech
Republic, Hungary, Luxenbourg, Netherlands, Republic of Ml dova, Ronani a,

Sl ovakia and Switzerland. The Comrittee may wish to invite Governnents, which
have not yet done so, to take the necessary steps in order for their States to
beconme Parties to AGN

(ii) Update of the map of European inland waterways

The Committee nmay wish to take note of the publication by the secretari at
of an update of the map of European inland waterways, of 1994, consisting
actually of a set of three maps: a general map (in accordance with the agreed
classification of inland waterways); a map of navigable draft; and a map of
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navi gati onal zones for the purpose of application of the Reconmrendati ons on
Techni cal Requirenents for Inland Navigation Vessels.

(b) Techni cal and | egal questions concerning TRANS/ SC. 3/ 1999/ 7- 10
t he devel opnent and facilitation of TRANS/ SC. 3/ 1999/ 8/ Add. 1
i nternational inland water transport ECE/ TRANS/ CIWNI / CONF/ 2

The Conmittee will be inforned of the main activities undertaken by the
Wor ki ng Party relating to the harnoni zati on of technical and safety
requirenents in inland navigation and nmay wi sh to take note of them In this
connection, it may endorse the adoption by the Wbrking Party of resol utions
No. 42 (on Procedure and Rules for the Inspection of Inland Navigation
Vessels); No. 43 (on Mandatory Equi prent of Vessels Engaged in Internationa
Transport w th Radi otel ephone Installations); No. 44 (anmendi ng the European
Code for Inland Waterways (CEVNI) with Requirenments for Prevention of
Pol lution fromInland Navi gati on Vessels); and No. 45 (anmendi ng chapter 3 and
annex 3 of CEVNI) (TRANS/ SC.3/151, paras. 34, 37, 39 and 35, respectively).
It may al so wish to take note of the publication by the secretariat of a
consol i dat ed bookl et containing up-to-date data regarding the availability on
Eur opean i nl and waterways of reception facilities for transfer of waste
generated on board ships ( TRANS/ SC. 3/ 150).

Furthernore, the Conmittee may al so wish to take note and endorse actions
taken by the Working Party concerning:

(i) consideration of neasures ained at prevention of air pollution from
i nl and navi gati on vessels (TRANS/ SC. 3/ 151, para. 7);

(ii) the critical situation in Danubian shipping (TRANS/ SC. 3/ 151
para. 15);

(iii) drafting in cooperation with the CCNR and the Danube Conmi ssion of
t he Convention on the Contract for the Carriage of Goods by Inland
Wat erways (CMNI) and the expected dates and venue of the Diplomatic
Conference for its adoption (TRANS/ SC. 3/ 151, paras. 43 and 44);

(iv) consideration of the possibility of introducing a commn |ega
regime for the limtation of the liability of owners of inland
navi gati on vessels on a Europe-w de basis (TRANS/ SC. 3/ 151
para. 47); and

(v) assistance to countries in transition (TRANS/ SC. 3/151, para. 50).
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16. COVBI NED TRANSPORT TRANS/ WP. 24/ 83 and
Corr.1
TRANS/ WP. 24/ 85

The reports of the Wirking Party on Conmbined Transport (WP.24) on its
thirty-first and thirty-second sessions have been circul ated for consideration

and approval by the Committee.

Attention is drawn in particular to the foll owi ng subjects:

(a) Eur opean Agreement on | nportant International ECE/ TRANS/ 88/ Rev. 1
Conmbi ned Transport Lines and Rel ated ECE/ TRANS/ 122,
Installations (AGIC Agreenent) Corr. 1 and Corr.2
and Protocol on Inland Waterways
t hereto

The Committee nay wish to note that the AGIC Agreenent has at present
23 Contracting Parties.

Fol l owi ng bil ateral negotiati ons anobng concerned ECE nenber States, a
second package of anmendnment proposals to annexes | and Il of the AGIC
Agreenment has been adopted by the Working Party, reflecting the grow ng
i nportance of conbined transport in Central and Eastern Europe. The Secretary-
General of the United Nations will issue the relevant depositary notification
in due course. A first package of anendnent proposals had cone into force on
25 June 1998 (C. N.91-1998. TREATI ES-1).

The Protocol on Conbi ned Transport on Inland Waterways to the AGIC
Agreenment has at present the followi ng Contracting Parties: Bulgaria; Czech
Republic; Denmark; Romania; Switzerland. It will cone into force follow ng
ratification by at least five States that are |inked, in a continuous manner
by the waterways identified in the Protocol

(b) Possibilities for reconciliation and TRANS/ WP. 24/ 1999/ 2
har moni zation of civil liability
regi mes governi ng conbi ned transport

In accordance with the request of the Comrittee, the Wirking Party has
convened an informal meeting of experts to investigate further the problenms
posed for international transport by the existing different civil liability
regimes as well as the need to possibly prepare a new international |ega
instrument in this field (TRANS/ WP. 24/1999/2). The Working Party had
endorsed, in principle, the results of this expert group neeting
( TRANS/ WP. 24/ 85, paras. 32-37).
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The Conmittee may wish to be informed of the outconme of another neeting
of the informal group of experts on the subject that is scheduled to be held
on 10 and 11 January 2000.

The Committee may wi sh to deci de whether work on the preparation of an
international legal instrunment on the liability of operators in mnultinodal
transport should be initiated.

17. CUSTOMS QUESTI ONS AFFECTI NG TRANSPORT TRANS/ WP. 30/ 184
TRANS/ WP. 30/ 186

The reports of the Wirking Party on Custons Questions affecting Transport
(WP.30) on its ninety-second and ninety-third sessions have been circul ated

for consideration and approval by the Committee.

Attention is drawn in particular to the foll owi ng subjects:

(a) Custons Convention on the International TRANS/ WP. 30/ AC. 2/ 53
Transport of Goods under Cover of TRANS/ WP. 30/ AC. 2/ 55
TIR Carnets (TIR Convention, 1975): TRANS/ WP. 30/ 1999/ 7
Phases Il and 11l of the TIR revision process

On 17 February 1999 the amendnent proposal s adopted by the TIR
Admi nistrative Comrittee under Phase | of the TIR revision process have cone
into force. Inplenentation of these neasures, which includes the
establ i shnment of an inter-governnmental body, the TIR Executive Board and its
TIR secretariat, has been conpleted to a | arge extent.

Work on phase Il of the revision process, which has been undertaken al so
through a Group of Experts established by the Committee, is at a very advanced
stage and it is expected that the TIR Adm nistrative Commttee will adopt a
conprehensi ve package of anendnent proposals during its session on
24 and 25 February 2000. In line with the recommendati on of the Wirking Party,
the Committee may wish to prolong the mandate of the Group of Experts on the
TIR revision process for the year 2000 in order to start Phase IIl of the TIR
revision process focusing on the conputerization of the TIR Custons transit
procedure (TRANS/ Wp. 30/ 186, para. 42).

Mor eover, the Committee may wish to note that the Administrative
Committee for the TIR Convention, 1975, serviced by the UN ECE secretari at,
hel d two sessions in 1999 ( TRANS/ WP. 30/ AC. 2/ 55; TRANS/ WP. 30/ AC. 2/ 53).
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(b) I nternational Convention on the Harnoni zation ECE/ TRANS/ 55
of Frontier Controls of Goods, 1982 TRANS/ WP. 30/ AC. 3/ 6

The Committee may wish to note that the Admi nistrative Cormittee for the
I nternational Convention on the Harnoni zation of Frontier Controls of Goods,
at its third session (Geneva, 21 and 24 June 1999) had consi dered proposals
for the insertion of new annexes to the Convention on (i) the facilitation of
the passage of ATP vehicles carrying perishable goods as prepared by WP.11 and
(ii) efficient border crossing procedures prepared by the IRU
( TRANS/ WP. 30/ AC. 3/6). The Working Party had felt that, in principle, these
proposal s were acceptabl e ( TRANS/ WP. 30/ 186, paras. 14-17).

The Conmittee may wi sh to endorse the views of the Whrking Party on this
issue as well as its proposal to convene, in the first half of 2000, an
informal drafting group on this subject representing the various parties
i nvol ved, including SC.1 and UN CEFACT.

18. TRANSPORT OF DANGEROUS GOODS

(a) Report of work on the establishment and updati ng of Recommendati ons for
the Transport of Dangerous Goods within the framework of the Econom c and
Social Council’s Commttee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods

The Committee may wish to note that the eleventh revised edition of the
Recommendati ons on the Transport of Dangerous Goods, Mdel Regul ations
(ST/ SG AC. 10/ 1/ Rev. 11) and the third revised edition of the Recormendati ons on
the Transport of Dangerous Goods, Manual of Tests and Criteria
(ST/ SG AC. 10/ 11/ Rev. 3) have been published in English as sal es publications
(Sales Nos E.99.VIIIl.1 and 99-VIII1-2) and are being prepared in all the other
of ficial UN | anguages.

The Econom ¢ and Soci al Council adopted on 30 July 1999 resol ution
1999/ 62 on the work of the Commttee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous
Goods, and resolution 1999/65 on the Reconfiguration of the Commttee of
Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods into a Committee of Experts on the
Transport of Dangerous Goods and on the d obally Harnoni zed System of
Classification and Labelling of Chemicals, on 26 Cctober 1999 (see
TRANS/ 2000/ 5) .

The Sub-Conmittee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods net from
5 to 14 July 1999 (see report ST/ SGE AC. 10/C. 3/32 and Adds.1-2) and will hold
its seventeenth session from6 to 15 Decenber 1999 (see agenda
ST/ SG AC. 10/ C. 3/ 33 and Adds. 1-2).
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(b) Work of the RI D/ ADR/ ADN Joi nt Meeti ng TRANS/ WP. 15/ AC. 1/ 76
TRANS/ WP. 15/ AC. 1/ 78

The RI D/ ADR/ ADN Joi nt Meeting held two sessions (25-28 May 1999 and
14- 24 Septenber 1999) which were entirely dedicated to the restructuring of
RID and ADR. The Conmittee may wi sh to note that the Joint Meeting agreed that
the restructuring work should be conpleted in March 2000 and that the
restructured RID and ADR should enter into force on 1 July 2001, with an
ei ghteen-nonth transitional period for application, i.e. unti
31 Decenber 2002

(c) Eur opean Agreement concerning the TRANS/ WP. 15/ 157 and Add. 1
I nternational Carriage of Dangerous TRANS/ WP. 15/ 159
Goods by Road (ADR)

The Committee may wish to note that there are 34 Contracting Parties to
ADR. The Protocol anending articles 1(a), 14 (1) and 14 (3) (b) of ADR,
adopted by the Conference of the Contracting Parties on 28 October 1993, has
still not entered into force since this would require the deposit of the
necessary legal instrunments by all Contracting Parties. Twenty-four
Contracting Parties have done so to-date, and the Commttee may wi sh to urge
the remai ning Contracting Parties (Belarus, Belgium Bosnia and Herzegovi na,
Croatia, Germany, G eece, Lithuania, Republic of Ml dova, The former Yugoslav
Republ i ¢ of Macedoni a and Yugosl avia) to take the necessary steps to allow the
Protocol to conme into force

The Working Party on the Transport of Dangerous Goods held two sessions
in 1999 (3-7 May 1999 and 8-12 November 1999). The Working Party noted that
despite the recommendati ons of the Commi ttee (ECE/ TRANS/ 125, para. 112) and
the discussions at the last Conmittee’ s session (ECE TRANS/ 128,
paras. 98-100), the CGovernnent of the Russian Federation was still requiring
speci al authorization for the international carriage of dangerous goods. The
abbreviated |ist of dangerous goods for which special authorization is
requi red has not yet been transmitted to the secretariat. The Working Party
al so noted that the justification provided by the Governnment of the Russian
Federation for such authorizations referred to bilateral agreenments concl uded
wi th 25 European countries before the Russian Federati on became a Contracting
Party to ADR However, such bil ateral agreenments, when inmposing nore stringent
conditions than those prescribed by ADR are in contradiction with Article 4,
par agraph (3) of ADR and shoul d have been revoked.

Furthernore, the Working Party regretted that, in contradiction with the
spirit of ADR, special permts had to be obtained fromthe Mnistry of Defence
or the Mnistry of Environment of Lithuania for international carriage of a
| ar ge range of dangerous goods in this country.
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The Committee nmay wish to note that the Wrking Party adopted new
amendments to Annexes A and B of ADR and agreed that they should enter into
force at the same time as the restructured texts of RID and ADR, i.e. on
1 July 2001 with an eighteen nmonth transitional period.

(d) Eur opean Provi sions concerning the TRANS/ WP. 15/ AC. 2/ 4 and Add. 1
International Carriage of Dangerous TRANS/ WP. 15/ AC. 2/ 5
Goods by Inland WAt erways ( ADN)

The Meeting of Experts on the European Provisions concerning the
International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by |Inland Waterways met from 19 to
22 January 1999 and adopted a few amendnents to the European Provisions. A
consol idated set of amendments to document TRANS/ WP. 15/ 148 has been prepared
by the secretariat, which is circulated in document TRANS/ WP. 15/ AC. 2/ 4/ Add. 1.

The Committee may wish to note that the secretariat has al so prepared a
text of the European Provisions as amended. They will be attached as Annexes
A, Bl and B2 to the draft European Agreenent concerning the Internationa
Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Inland Waterways ( TRANS/ WP/ 15/ AC. 2/5) (see al so
item18 (e) below). During its meeting from17 to 21 January 2000, the Meeting
of Experts will consider the new proposed anendnents and will undertake a
final checking of annexes A, Bl and B2 to the draft agreenent (see
TRANS/ WP. 15/ AC. 2/ 6) .

(e) El aborati on of a Draft European TRANS/ AC. 6/ 18 and Add. 1
Agreenment concerning the TRANS/ AC. 6/ 20 and Adds. 1-2
International Carriage of Dangerous
Goods by Inland WAt erways (ADN)

The ad hoc Working Goup on the el aboration of a Draft European Agreenent
concerning the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Inland Waterways
(AC.6) net twice in 1999 (2-5 March, 30 August-2 September) and the draft
Agreenment may be found in the foll owi ng docunents:

Agreenent itself: TRANS/ AC. 6/ 20/ Add. 1
Annexed Regul ations:

- Annexes A, Bl and B2: TRANS/ WP. 15/ AC. 2/ 5

- Annex C (Requirements and procedures applicable to inspections,
i ssuance of certificate of approval, derogations, specia
aut hori zations, classifications societies and checks):
TRANS/ AC. 6/ 20/ Add. 2

- Annexes D1 and D2 (Transitional provisions): docunents
TRANS/ WP. 15/ AC. 2/ 2000/ 1 and -/2000/3, subject to final checking by
the WP. 15/ AC. 2 Meeting of Experts (see also 18 (d) above).



TRANS/ 2000/ 1
page 20

Furthernore, the Conmittee may wish to note that the Diplomatic
Conference for the adoption of the Agreement, to be organized jointly by the
ECE and the Central Comm ssion for the Navigation of the Rhine (CCNR)(see
ECE/ TRANS/ 125, para. (2)) has been schedul ed for 22-26 May 2000.

The ad hoc Working Group AC. 6 has al ready considered draft Rul es of
procedures for the Conference (TRANS/ AC. 6/1999/6 and TRANS/ AC. 6/ 20, paras. 65-
69), and prepared a draft resolution concerning the working arrangenents
(TRANS/ AC. 6/ 20, paras. 70-72 and annex 3) for subm ssion to the Conference.

The Committee may wi sh to endorse the draft resol ution

19. TRANSPORT OF PERI SHABLE FOODSTUFFS TRANS/ WP. 11/ 200

The report of the fifty-fifth session of the Wirking Party on the
Transport of Perishable Foodstuffs has been circul ated for consideration and
approval by the Commttee (TRANS/ WP. 11/200).

The Committee nmay wish to note that the Wirking Party decided to
undertake the revision of the Annexes to the ATP and to el aborate an ATP
Handbook to include the Wirking Party’s conments on the interpretation of the
techni cal questi ons.

The Committee nmay wish to support the activities of the Wrking Party
regardi ng the revision process and the el aboration of the ATP Handbook

20. TRANSPORT STATI STI CS

Annotations to this agenda itemwi |l be circulated after the fiftieth
session of the Wirking Party on Transport Statistics (17-19 Novenmber 1999).

21. ELECTRONI C DOCUMENT STORAGE AND DI STRI BUTI ON SYSTEM

The Conmittee may wi sh to note that the documents concerning WP. 29,
WP. 15, Wp. 11, WP.30, WP.24, SC. 1, W.1l, SC. 3, SC. 2, W.5 and WP.6, as well as
rel ated Conventions, are now accessible in Internet through the system stored
in the UNICC data bank

The Conmittee may al so wish to be infornmed that an analysis of the
"International TIR Data Bank" has been made, which is now operational. In
addition, web pages for the "Third Road Safety Wek in the ECE Region", the
"1995 Census and Mdtor Traffic on Main International Traffic Arteries” and
wor kshops have been devel oped and are accessible on the Internet.
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I1l1. Oganization of the work of the Committee and its subsidiary bodies

22. PROGRAMVE OF WORK FOR 2000- 2004 AND THE PRI ORI Tl ZATI ON TRANS/ 2000/ 3
FOR THE NEXT PROGRAMVE BUDGET 2002-2003 TRANS/ 2000/ 12

The Committee may wi sh to consider the draft programme of work covering
the period 2000-2004, as contained in docunment TRANS/ 2000/3, which will be
made avail able to del egations.

The Committee may recall that, at its sixty-first session, it had asked
the Working Parties SC. 1, SC 3, WP.15 and WP.6 which had not yet conplied with
the requirements regarding presentation of the programme of work as indicated
in TRANS/ 1999/ 7, para. 35 to do so during their neetings in 1999.

The Committee may wish to note that the necessary nodifications have been
included in the relevant parts of its programe of work (ECE/ TRANS/ 128,
para. 130)

Furthernore, the Conmittee may wish to note that, at its fifty-fourth
session, the Commi ssion had endorsed the new system of prioritization of PSBs’
wor k programres proposed by the G oup of Experts on the Programe of Work
(GEPW in E/1999/37-E/ ECE/ 1374, para. 27. |In this connection, the Commttee
may wi sh to consider a completed draft pro forma as agreed upon by its Bureau
(TRANS/ 2000/ 12). The GEPWw || examine the pro forma during its neeting
precedi ng the submnmi ssion of the budget narrative by the Executive Secretary in
autumm 2000.

23. SCHEDULE OF MEETI NGS | N 2000 TRANS/ 2000/ 4
A prelimnary list of nmeetings is being circulated by the secretari at
based in principle on proposals made by the Conmittee' s subsidiary bodies

( TRANS/ 2000/ 4) .

24. ELECTI ON OF OFFI CERS FOR THE SESSI ONS OF
THE COW TTEE IN 2001 AND 2002

In accordance with the decision taken at its fifty-fourth session, the
Committee may wish to elect the Chairman and Vice-Chairman for its sessions in
2001 and 2002.

25. COVPOSI TI ON OF THE COW TTEE' S BUREAU I N 2000 AND 2001

The Committee nmay wi sh to deci de upon the conposition of its Bureau in
2000 and 2001.
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I V.
26. ANY OTHER BUSI NESS
(a) Protection of animals during TRANS/ 2000/ 11

i nternational transport

During its |last session, the Cormittee requested the secretariat to
foll ow the devel opnent relating to the preparation of a revision of the
Convention on transport of live animals, carried out under the auspices of the
Counci | of Europe (ECE/ TRANS/ 128, para. 113-114).

The Conmittee may wi sh to take note of docunent TRANS/ 2000/ 11 provi di ng
i nformati on on the revision process under way.

(b) Dat e of next session
The Committee may note that its sixty-third session is tentatively

scheduled to be held from13 to 15 February 2001

Thursday, 17 February 2000

27. ADOPTI ON OF THE REPORT

In accordance with established practice, the Cormittee will adopt the
report of its sixty-second session on the basis of the draft prepared by the
secretari at.



